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 I N T R O D U C T I O N

The purpose of this compilation is to survey North
American floras, manuals, checklists, atlases, and
photographic guides whose primary focus is to assist
in the identification of vascular plants (lycophytes,
ferns, gymnosperms, and flowering plants). I have
also cited papers on the published floras of a state.

The geographic scope of coverage is the portion of
North America that lies north of Mexico, including 
Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands.  I have also
included Hawai’i, simply to provide references to all
of the United States. Except where there is no more
recent treatment of the vascular plants of a
particular area, I have generally limited this
compilation to post-World War II publications. Only
the most recent edition is cited. With certain
exceptions, such as national parks and monuments, I
have generally not included floras that cover areas
smaller than a county, parish, or a mountain range.

My coverage is no doubt uneven. I know more about
the floras of areas that are of interest to me and
about those portions of the country where my
botanical excursions have taken me.

I recognize three levels of coverage, as illustrated in
the following example. A reference on the plants of
North America will be cited under "North America;"
one on the plants of the southwestern United States
appears under "United States: Western Regional
Floras;" a reference on the wild flowers of Arizona
appears in Section 8 under "Arizona."

Within the continental United States, the
designations “western,” “central,” and “eastern” are
more or less equivalent to dividing the country into
three vertical slices.
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This compilation is based upon a number of sources,
including bookstores, book reviews in journals,
catalogues, frequent visits to libraries, and various
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23. U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 56 pp.

Blake, S. F. & A. C. Atwood. 1942. Geographical guide
to floras of the world. Part 1. Misc. Publ. 401. U. S.
Dept. of Agriculture. 336 pp.

Bowers, J. E. 1982. Local floras of the Southwest,
1920-1980: an annotated bibliography. Great Basin
Naturalist 42: 105-112.

Fish, E. 1974. Wildflowers of North America: a
selected, annotated bibliography of books in print.
Library of the New York Bot. Garden. 34 pp.

Frodin, D. G. 2001. Guide to the standard floras of
the world. Second edition. Cambridge Univ. Press.
1100 pp.

Gunn, C. R. 1956. An annotated list of state floras.
Trans. Kentucky Acad. Sci. 17(2): 114-120.

Jones, S. B., Jr. & A. E. Luchsinger. 1986. Selected
literature for the identification of vascular plants in
North America north of Mexico. In, Plant
systematics. Second edition. McGraw-Hill.  Pp. 459-
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5 — UNITED STATES: WESTERN REGIONAL FLORAS

This region covers roughly the western third of the
United States, from Washington east to Montana,
south to California, and east to New Mexico. Floras
of individual states within this region may be found in
Section 8.
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7 — UNITED STATES: EASTERN REGIONAL FLORAS

This region includes those states east of the
Mississippi River. Floras for individual states in this
region may be found in Section 8.
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8 — UNITED STATES: STATEWIDE & LOCAL FLORAS

Most of the entries in this section are, as the
heading implies, floristic treatments of a state or of
a significantly large area, such as a county or
mountain range. I have also included state-level
treatments of plant groups, such as trees, grasses,
and wildflowers.
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