Numerical Methods and Existence Theorems
for Parabolic Differential Equations whose
Coefficients are Singular on the Boundary

By Pierre Jamet

I. Introduction. In a previous paper [6], S. V. Parter and the author have studied
finite-difference methods for elliptic differential equations of the second order
whose coefficients are singular on a portion of the boundary; the uniform con-
vergence of the approximations and the existence of a solution of the Dirichlet
problem were proved for a class of such equations. The present work is an exten-
sion of those results to parabolic initial boundary-value problems. The class of
problems that we consider includes the cases of nonhomogeneous differential equa-
tions, of time-dependent coefficients, of time-dependent domains and of over-de-
termined Dirichlet problems.

Let G be a bounded (open) domain in B and let I’ = (x1, - - -, x,) denote an
element of (. Let L be a differential operator of the form

(1.1) Lu = Z L Zb

7,5=1 raxs r=1 ax T

The coefficients a.. = a., b, and ¢ are functions of P; we assume that they are
“smooth”* in the interior of G; but they may be singular, for instance be un-
bounded, as P approaches the boundary 9G of G. Moreover, we assume

n

(1.2) > anP)EtE 20, Y, k) #0,VPEG,

r,s=1

(1.3) c(P) =0, VP & G.
The work in [6] was devoted to the elliptic case:

n

(14) Z ars(P)£T£8>0, V{EI; ."7‘{:"} ¢0) VPGG

r,s=1

In the present paper, we are primarily interested in the parabolic case:

am(P) =0, r=12---,n
n—1

(15) Z aTS(P)ETES > 0, V{El, Tty En—l} = 07

r,s=1
b.(P) <0, vPEG.

In this case we shall write z, = ¢ (time variable). However, for greater generality,
we will take, at first, the operator L in the form (1.1) and we will only assume
conditions (1.2) (1.3).

Let 'y and T2 be two complementary subsets of 0G; I'1 # 5. Let f(P) be a

2
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* We need not specify now the degree of smoothness.
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bounded function defined on G and which is “smooth” in the interior of G; let
g(P) € C(G). We consider the differential equation

(1.6) Lu=f
and the boundary value problem

(17) u(P)=g(P)y PET,
w(P) EC*@) NCGEUT) NB@G),
where B(G) denotes the space of all bounded functions on G.

We say that (1.7) is a problem of “Dirichlet type’*. Of course, I'1 cannot be
chosen arbitrarily if we want problem (1.7) to admit a unique solution; this choice
depends on the type of the operator and on the singularities of its coeflicients near
the boundary. A simple example is the following:

Let G C R?be the triangle 0 < £ < ¢t < 2 and let

_du  t u_ du
Lu=3x2+x oz at -

Suppose f(P) € C¥G) N B(GF). Then, problem (1.7) has a unique solution pro-
vided we take:

M={P=(@t);0st=2<2}U{P=(0,0);05t<1}.

Problems of the type (1.7) have been studied by J. J. Kohn and L. Nirenberg
[7]; these authors give results concerning existence, unicity and regularity of the
solution; however, our hypotheses are different from theirs and, therefore, our
existence and unicity theorems are also different. Finite-difference schemes for
time-dependent problems with singular coefficients have been studied by D. Eisen
[4]; this author studies the relations between stability and convergence, in the
framework of the Lax-Richtmyer theory [11].

In Section 2 of the present paper, we recall the basic convergence and existence
argument which was used in [6]; it is based on the notion of ‘““discrete barrier’’; the
presentation is more general than in [6], which is necessary for the applications to
a wider class of problems. Our fundamental Theorem 2.1 reduces the questions of
convergence and existence to three independent questions which are studied in the
three following sections: uniform boundedness of the approximations, interior
equicontinuity and existence of local discrete barriers. Section 6 is devoted to
the problem of unicity. Finally, Section 7 is an account of numerical experiments.

II. Finite-Difference Schemes and Discrete Barriers.

1. Generalities. Let h be a parameter (for instance an n-vector with positive
components) and let G(k) be for each h a finite set of points in G with the following
property:

2.1) supd(P, G(h)) -0 ash-—0.**
PEG

* It is of no significance for this problem to know the values of f(P) on 8@ or the values of
g(P) on G U I';. But we will need those values for the discrete analogue of this problem; they can
be chosen arbitrarily.

** We denote by d(E, E’) the distance between two sets E and E’ in R~
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Let G(k) and dG(k) be two complementary nonempty subsets of G(h). We assume
that

(2.2) Max d(P,9G@) —0 ash—0.*
PE3G(h)

To each point P & G(h) we associate a set 91(P) C G(h) — {P} which is called
the set of neighbor points of P in G(k) and which satisfies

(2.3) Max Max d(P,P’)—0 ash—0.
PEG@MH) P'ENP)
We assume that, for 2 small, G(h) has the following ‘‘connectedness’’ property:
VP & G(h), 3 a sequence of points Py, Py, - - -, P, such that
Po = P,
(24) P1,P2,"',Pr_1EG(h),
P, c oGy,

PH—IEM(Pi); ’L=0)1,7(7‘_1)
Let #(P) be a function defined on G(h). At each point > € G(h), we define
(2.5) Lw(P) = —A(P,Py(P) + 2. A, PY(P).
P'ENP)

We assume that, for h small, the operator L, is of positive type, i.e., for all I’ € G(h)
A(P, P)>0; A(P,P') >0, VP & x(P),

(2.6)
E(P) = AP,P) — 2. AP, P)z0.
P P

Under such hypotheses, the following maximum principle holds: let v(P) be any
function defined on G(h) and such that Lyw(P) = 0, V P &€ G(h); then

Max v(P) < Max {o, Max o(P)}.
PEGK) PEIG () J

Now, we introduce some notations and definitions which will be used later. Given
any subdomain G’ of G, we define
G ={PEGRH NG},
(2.7) G'(h) = {P&G@h)NG;9(P) € G},
G’ (h) = G'(h) — Q' (h) .
Definttion 2.1. Uniform consistency. Let @' C G. We say that L, is a uniformly
consistent approximation to the operator L in G’ if, V¢ & C2(G"),
Max [Lx¢(P) — Lé(P)] -0 ash—0.
PEG ()

Defination 2.2. Discrete equicontinuily. Let ¢/ C G and § = {v(’; h)} be a
family of mesh-functions defined on G(k) for each h. We say that the family & is
equicontinuous in G if, given any € > 0, there exists a constant n > 0 independent
of h such that |[v(P; h) — o(P'; h)|] < ¢, VP, P’ € G'(h) such that d(I>, P") < 7.

Definition 2.3. Discrete uniform convergence. Let G' C G. Let {v(P’; h)} be a

* It is important to observe that we do not assume G(h) n G = .
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family of mesh-functions defined on G(k) for each h and let «(P) be a function
defined on G’. We say that »(P; h) converges uniformly to u(P) in G’ as h — 0 if
Max |[v(P;h) — u(P)| >0 ash—0.
PEG' M)
Now, let us consider an infinite family {h} of parameters h, with zero as an ad-
herenece point, and the corresponding family {L.} of operators.
Definition 2.4. Discrete barrier. Let @ € 0G. A function B(P; Q) is a strong
(local) discrete barrier at the point @ relative to the family {L,} if there exists a
neighborhood NV of the point @ in the relative topology of G such that

(2.8a) B(P;Q) € C(N),

(2.8b) B@Q;Q) =0,

(2.8¢) B(P;Q) <0, VPEN-{Q},

(2.8d) LBP;Q)—EP) =1, VP &€ N(h) and Vh small enough.

Now we consider the following system of linear equations
Lw(P) = f(P), PEGMH),

v(P) =g(P), PCoG(h).

It follows from our hypotheses that, for A small enough, this system has a unique
solution »(P; h); this is a direct consequence of the maximum principle.

TuroreM 2.1. Let § = {v(P; h)} be the family of the solutions of (2.9) for all h
small enough. Let us assume

(1) There exists a function ¢(P) € C(G) such that Lip(P) = 1, VP & G(h) and
for all h.

(i) For any G’ CC G ' and for any sequence {v(P; hn); ha — 0} C &, there exists
a subsequence which converges uniformly in G' to a solution of Eq. (1.6).

(iii) At each point Q & T, there exists a strong (local) discrele barrier relative to
the family {L,}.

Then, problem (1.7) has at least one solution w(P). Moreover, if this solution ts
unique, v(P; k) converges to u(P) as h — 0, uniformly in G — N(T':) where N(T)
18 an arbitrary neighborhood of T'..

Proof. The proof of this theorem is a modification of the proof of Theorem 2.3
in [6]. We shall concentrate mostly on those modifications and refer the reader to
[6] for more details.

We observe that assumption (i) implies the uniform boundedness in G of the
family {o(P; h)}; this follows from the maximum principle and from the bounded-
ness of f(P); we denote by M a uniform bound for |»(P; h)|. Let @ € T, and let
B(P; Q) be a strong diserete barrier at @; let N be a neighborhood of ¢ for which
conditions (2.8) are satisfied; we can write N = N, N\ G where N, is a neighbor-
hood of @ in R Let Ny CC N, be also a neighborhood of @ in R* and let
N’ = N¢ N G. It follows from assumption (2.3) and definition (2.7) (applied to
the subdomain N) that, for A small enough:

(2.10) AN(h) C 9G(h) U (N — N') .

(2.9)

t @ CC @G is an abreviation for @ C G’ C G. We say that G’ is an “interior’’ subset of G.
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Let M’ = Suppen |f(P)]; let € > 0 be arbitrary and let us consider the two funec-
tions

G(P) = g(@) + ¢—2B(P;Q),
where 7 is so large that

7 > Max {M', |g@)|},
2.12) F(P) £ g(P) £GP), VPEN,
F(P) = —M <M =2 GP), VPEN - N'.
It is easy to check that, for h small enough:
LiF(P) Z Lw(P;h) 2 L.GP), VPEN®),

F(P) sv(P;h) =G(P), VP EONGK).
Therefore, using the maximum principle, we get
F(P) £o(P;h) =GP), VPEN®).

The rest of the argument is the same as in [6].

Remark. Theorem 2.1 holds, more generally, for all monotone finite-difference
operators such that E(P) = 0, VP € G(h).

2. The parabolic case. In the following sections we will restrict our attention to
the parabolic case (1.5); moreover we will assume a,, = 0 if r # s. We assume that
the coefficients of the equation and the function f(P) are in C*(G). All of what
follows is valid for any =, but, to avoid complications in the notations, we will
assume n = 3 and we will write: 2y = x, r2 = y, 23 = t and

(2.13) Lu—ay—u-}—bﬂ-i—a'@—}-b'ﬂ—cu—d—
) - 63;2 ox ay2 Iy at’

where a(P?), ' (), d(P) > 0and ¢(’) =2 Oforall P € G.
Let h be a positive number and let us consider the square net
R(h) = {P = (ih, jh, kh); 1, j, k integers } .*
To any point I = (zh, jh, kh) € R(h) we associate a set 9{(P), which consists of
the five points
(& = 1)h, gh, kh) , (th, (7 = 1)h, kh) , (th, jh, (k — 1)h) .

Let %o(P) be the set of the five segments joining the point P to each of the points
of 9o(P). We define

Gkh) =GNRA,

Go(h) = {P € G(h); o(P) C G},

Ti(h) = {P € G(h) — Go(h); d(P, T1) < h}.

* For greater simplicity we consider a square net instead of a rectangular mesh; of course,
this is not essential.
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We choose I'(h) and G(h) arbitrarily provided I'i(h) C T'(h) and Go(h) C G(h).
Now, we must define the set 91(P) and the operator L, at each point P & G(h).
We do this in the following way: at each point P € G(h) — Go(h) we define 9U(F°)
arbitrarily provided 9U(P) M Go(h) = ¢, and at each point P € Go(h) we take
I(P) = Ne(P’); this choice guarantees the “connectedness” of G(h) for h small.
At each point I & G(h) — Go(h) we define L, arbitrarily provided conditions (2.6)
are satisfied at that point. At each point P & Go(h) the choice of L, depends on
the operator L; let v,, vz, v, - - - denote the usual forward and backward difference
quotients of the function v; we define

(2.14) Lw(P) = aw,; + 8 UL;})_——L—E + a'vy; + B UL:;—&’*’ — yv — dvy,

where the coeflicients «, 3, - - -, § are functions of P and h, and are related to the
coefficients of the operator L; here are two possible choices for those coefficients:
First choice.

a(P; h) = a(P),

@15 BUP 1) = b(P),
8(P; h) =d(P) .

Second chotce. I'or each P = (x, y, t) & Go(h), let

2+h/2
Y — bz y, )
a.(P;h) —exp/x a g b dz ,

z—h/2
bz, y,t
a..(P;h)=exp/z W 2,

yHh/2 V' (z, 2, ¢)

o' (PiB) = exp [

v @0
, h2 Y (x, 2, t)
a'(P;h) = OXp/y o 2 t) %
and
a(P,h) — a(P) a+<Pyh) _;a—(l);h) ,
3 h )
(2.16)

(P h) = a'(P)

K

o (P h) + o '(P; k)
2

;0 = a(p) 2 Pk — o (A
y(P;h) =c(P),
8(P;h) = d(P) .
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Of course, the choice (2.15) is more natural; it is also easier, except in particular
cases for which the integrals above admit simple analytic representations. How-
ever, this choice is not always suitable, because we want the operator L, to be of
positive type for A small; this condition is not always satisfied for the operator
corresponding to the choice (2.15): it depends on the behavior of the coefficients
of the operator L near the boundary. On the contrary, the operator corresponding
to the choice (2.16) is always of positive type; to see this, we observe that at each
point P & Gy(h) this operator can be written in the form

’ -
1Oy Uy — o Uy

h

aly — Az

h

(2.17) Lw(P) =a +a — yv — vy,
where all the coefficients a, ay, «_, - - -, § are nonnegative.

We will need also the two following properties of the operator L,, which are
satisfied for both choices (2.15) and (2.16):

(A) The operator L, is a uniformly consistent approximation to I in any in-

terior subdomain ¢ C C @. This follows from the relations

a(P;h) =a(P) 4+ 0Q),

(2.18) B(P;h) =b(P) +0Q1),

8(P;h) = d(P) +0(1),

which hold uniformly in G’ for h small.*

(B) Given any interior subdomain G CC G and any positive integer p, all
the difference quotients of order p of the coefficients «, 8, - - -, § are uniformly
bounded for all 7 & G'(h) and for all h sufficiently small.

III. Uniform Boundedness in the Nonhomogeneous Case. In order to apply
Theorem 2.1 to inhomogeneous problems, it is necessary to study the existence of a
function ¢(?) which satisfies condition (i). The existence of such a function guaran-
tees the uniform boundedness of the approximations v(P; h). We give here a few
simple criterions for the existence of ¢(P).

Let L be the operator (2.13). Let G(h) = Go(h) and let L, be defined by formula
(2.14) together with (2.15) or (2.16).

1. First sufficient condition. Suppose ¢(P) > m > 0 in @, then there exists a
function ¢(P) which satisfies condition (i) of Theorem 2.1.

Proof. Take ¢(P) = —1/m.

2. Second sufficient condition. Suppose d(/’) > m > 0in (. Same conclusion.

Proof. Take ¢(P) = — (K + t/m) where K > 0is chosen so large that ¢(P) < 0
in G.

3. Third sufficient condition. Suppose a(I’) > m > 0 and [b(P)| < M in G.
Same conclusion.

Proof. Take ¢(P) = Klexp(px) — K’'], with p > M/m and K, K’ sufficiently
large.

* It is interesting to note that conditions (2.18) ave also necessary for the uniform consistency
of the operator I, to the operator L in G'.
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IV. Interior Estimates. Let L; be a finite-difference operator of positive type
which has the form (2.14) for all P & Go(h) and which satisfies properties (A)
and (B) (see the end of Section IT). Let ¥ = {v(P; h)} be a family of mesh-func-
tions defined on G(h) for each h and such that Lw(P; h) = f(P), VP & Go(h).
Let 3@ be the family of all difference quotients of order p of the functions of &.
Let G’ be an arbitrary interior subdomain of G.

TarorREM 4.1. If the family F is unifermly bounded in G, then it is equicontinuous
i G'. Moreover, each family F® s equicontinuous in G'.

This theorem is an extension to parabolic problems of a well-known theorem
for elliptic problems, which is due to Courant, Friedrichs and Lewy [1]. These
authors proved this theorem in the particular case of the Laplacian operator in
two dimensions; more general proofs were given later by W. V. Koppenfels [8] for
general elliptic operators in two dimensions and by C. Cryer [3] for elliptic op-
erators in R*. Those proofs are based on a discrete analogue of Sobolev’s imbedding
theorem (see [12]) which was first discovered by Courant, Friedrichs and Lewy in
the casen = 2:]let G’ CC G and let p > n/2 be an integer; assume that the sums
B > g oy wi(P; h) are uniformly bounded for all w(P; k) which are difference
quotients of order =u of the functions of F; then the family § is equicontinuous
in any subdomain G’ CC @

This theorem shows that we have only to prove the uniform boundedness of
the sums A* Y ¢ ¢y w*(P; h). This proof is based on the discrete analogue of Green’s
formula (see Cryer [2]). To avoid complications, we will develop the argument only
in the case n = 2, i.e., we consider only two independent variables z and ¢; it is
clear that this argument which is only a modification of the argument used by
Courant, Friedrichs and Lewy in the elliptic case, can be extended to R* in the
same way as in the elliptic case.

Let A be so small that G’(h) C Go(h). Then, at each point P & ' (h), we have

4.1 Ly = oz + Blo, +v3)/2 — v — dv; = f,
where the coefficients «, 8, ¥ and § satisfy conditions (2.18) and v = 0. We shall

assume § = 1, which is not a restriction. ¥For i small enough, we have
O0<m<alP;h) <M,

BP; W), Iv(P; W), | f(P;R)| < M,

for all P &€ G’(h) and for some suitable constants m and M. We will assume that
M is also an upper bound for ¥ and for any of the difference quotients of «, 8, v and
f which will be used in the proof. It will be convenient to write Ly = Ly — v
where L! denotes the space-operator

L = vz + Blvs + vz)/2 — w.

Let h be fixed (sufficiently small so that the preceding conditions are satisfied);
following Courant, Friedrichs and Lewy, we consider an expanding sequence of
concentric rectangles in G'(h), say {Qo, Q1, - - -, @, - - -, @~}, such that

Qr = {P = (x, t) = (zh,]h) - G’(h);ik =1 = ik',jk <yJ §jk’} ,
ik+1=ik'—1, 7;Ilc+1=l'/:l‘|‘1, jk+l=jk_17 j;c+l=jk’+1~
We define Sk = Qk —_ Qk_l and Rk = {P = (lh,]h) E Sk,’L = ’ik or ikl} .
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NUMERICAL METHODS AND EXISTENCE THEOREMS 729
First we prove the following lemma:

LemMa 4.1. For every function w(I’) defined on G(h), the following inequality
holds

(’” -5 M )’”2 X +wh) s 20 2 Y fullLwl

Qk—1 Qk—1
(4.3) + <Z oaw® — oz’w2> + M<1 + i)iﬁ > W
I, Ry K Q
]l_l 2 2
—|—h<2 +1>(Zw + Zw),
S Sk—1

where « 18 any positive number and 1 < k£ £ N.
Proof. We will make the following convention: for any function w(P) defined
on G(h), we denote

w = wq; = wh, jh),
Wit1 = Wipr,; = ’Ll)((’L + l)h)]h’) ’
Wip1 = Wi 1 = w(th, (7 + DA, ---),

i.e., we drop the first index each time it has the value ¢ and the second one each
time it has the value j.
Using those notations, we define

A(w) = e’ + aww, + (w/2)(Bw). — (8/2)ww, + yw?,
A(w) = aiw:? + czwws + (w/2)(Bw)z — (8/2)wws + yw? .

Let jo = 7 £ jo'. An elementary manipulation based on summation by parts gives

Y (Aaw) + AW) = 2 3 vl

i=ig T=3g

+ [ailwgl - a'iow?o + (h/2) (Bil + Bio)wiowil]
+ [aillw?l, - a‘o’w?o' - (h/2) (Bt'x' + ﬁio’)wio'wil']

.7
0
2 0 2 2
< =2k X whlw + (cwi, — aiwl,)

=19
+ (aillwzﬂ’ - aio'wzio')
+ R(M/2) (W}, + wi, + Wiy + wly) .
Summing from 7 = joto 5 = 7o/, we get

#QZMM+MM§4M§me

Now, let 7 < 7 < ¢¢'. By summation by parts with respect to j, we get

jo’ jo’
(45) K Z (w + wi) = —28° Z wwe + (W + wh — wh, — wh) .
=10 =Jo
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Using the identity
hwi = w, — wi = (w, + wi) — 2w, ,
we deduce, for i < 7 < 4

. ! 4
Jo )
h2 Z Ww,, = (wjo’wjll - wfowil) —2h E wwy

I=Jn j=Jo

jo’
g - %— (wi'o + w2jl + w%'ol + w?’]') - 2h Z wu .

J'=ja

Taking this inequality into (4.5), we get

jo’ jo’
A Z (w + wi) £ 4k Z ww; + 2w’ + wh) .
=71 =710
Summing from ¢ = 7, to ¢ = 71, we get

R ZQZ (wt+w72) =< 4h Z wa;-l—sz?.
0 Qo St

Multiplying this inequality by k/2 and adding (4.4), we get
BDIPD [A () + A@w) + % ! + wf)]

4]} Ko

+h42£<2w2+ Zw2>+h2w2.

iy Ita

Hence

P22 2 (Aw) + Aw)) < 28* X 3 ||| Law]
(46) Q Qo

(e gdenmnen(ge50)

Ry Ro

The next step of the proof is to estimate A2 EZQO (w2 4+ w#) in terms of
B2 D> 0, (Aw) + A(w)). We have

4.7) R ZQOZ (Aw)+A4(w)) =B+ C+D+E,
where

B =1 ZQGZ (@ipws’ + asqws?)

C=hn ZQOZ w(ow: + azws) ,

D= % ZQZ w((Bw). — Bw, + (Bw); — Bw;)

2
= "5 ZQZ w(wi-}-llSz + wi—lﬁ;) 3
E=21"3 Y yw'20.
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NUMERICAL METHODS AND EXISTENCE THEOREMS 731
Using (4.2) we deduce
B = mh’ ZQZ (w." + wi'),
o
Cl < M"Y 30 (ullwd + Juljws)
% B W+ %l W2 20w A+ ws)

for any positive number «

HA

Dl £ MR* Y, X w’.
Q1
Using those estimates we deduce from (4.7)
(m — «M/2)R* D D (w.” + w.’)
Qo
< h? Xoj S (A@w) +A@w)) + M1+ 1/ Z{)Z w’ .

Lemma 3.1 follows directly from (4.6) and (4.8) and the obvious fact that the pre-
ceding argument is valid for any %k and not only for k£ = 1.
We will need also the following:

Lemma 4.2. Let G CC G be an arbitrary wnterior subdomain of G'. Suppose
that w(l’) salisfies for any rectangle Qr C G'(h) an inequality of the form

W0 e 4 ws) S MO<Z o' — 3 ¢w2>
7

(4.9) Qi1 Ry

(4.8)

+ Mﬁ(Z w + w2> +MEEY D W+ My,
S, Qe

Sp—1
where Mo, M1, Mo, Mz are positive constants and where ¢(P) 1s a positive bounded
function defined on G'(h).
Then, we have an estimate of the form

(4.,0) 22w SKRY, Y uw+ K,

G ) G (o
where the constants K and K' depend only on the constants Mo, M1, M2, M3, on the
bound of the function ¢(P) and on the domains G’ and G”'.

Proof. The proof of this lemma is essentially contained in Courant, 1'riedrichs
and Lewy [1]. It is based on a double summation of inequality (4.3).

Proof of Theorem 4.1. Now that we have Lemmas 4.1 and 4.2, we are able to
prove the theorem (in the case n = 2). First, we observe that, in the case n = 2,
the discrete analogue of Sobolev’s imbedding theorem is true if we assume only
the boundedness of the sums h? 2 2 ) 02, B2 DD om0 and b2 DD vy v3e
(see Courant, Friedrichs and Lewy [1]).

We will study separately each of these sums.

(a) Boundedness of h? 2, D @ @) v Since [0(P; h)| < M and |Lw(P; k)| =
If(P)] < M, VP & G'(h), it follows from Lemma 4.1 that the function w = »
satisfies an inequality of the form (4.9). Applying Lemma 4.2, we deduce that the
sums h? D D ¢ 02 are uniformly bounded, where G”, just as G, is an arbitrary
interior subdomain of G.

License or copyright restrictions may apply to redistribution; see https://www.ams.org/journal-terms-of-use



732 PIERRE JAMET

(b) Boundedness of k2 D_ 2 ¢ ¢y v Let w = v,. We deduce from (4.1)
Lhw = fz — Wy — Bz((w + wH—l)/Q) + YaUit1 .

Therefore
W2, 2wl Liwl < MR ZG«; [lw] + |wl[w.] + 3lw]* + 3|w][win] + M].
Applying the inequalities

lw| < 31 +w*),
lw]w.] £ w/2 + xw.’/2,
lwl|win] £ /2 + wha/2,

and using the previous result on the boundedness of A X D ¢ @) w?, we deduce
B EG,ULE |w]|Law] < M (k) + «(M*/2)RK° ZG,(hE lw,|®
) )

where 9 (k) is some positive constant depending on M and «. Choose « such that
m — k(M/2 + M?) > 0 and set this estimate into (4.3). We get an inequality
of the form (4.9) and therefore we can apply Lemma 4.2 which shows that the
sums h? D D gy v2: Or b2 D Y sy vZ are uniformly bounded for any G* CC G.
But, (4.1) yields

il < Mlvaa| + M(loa| + [02])/2 + Mo| + M .

Therefore, the boundedness of the sums A2 > > ¢ 2.2 and h2 D > gy 02 im-
plies the boundedness of the sums A2 D > ey 052 (Or b2 D, D gray v £2).
(¢) Boundedness of B* Y, 2 g'xy vze. Let w = v,. We deduce from (4.1)

Lyw = ft — Oz — ﬂt(vz + UE)/Q — Y
=fo— (a/a)(f — Bwz + v2)/2 + v + v3) — Bulvz + v2)/2 — v,

Hence
|Luw] < M1+ M/m)(1 + [o] + (lvz] + [02])/2) + (M/m)|vi] .

Taking this inequality into (4.3) and applying the previous results on the bounded-
ness of the sums h2 Y v and h* »_ > »2 we deduce, as before, an inequality
of the form (4.9) which by application of Lemma 4.2 ends the proof of (¢) and of
the interior continuity of the family . The interior equicontinuity of the families
F® is proved in the same way, after differencing the finite-difference equation
(4.1) p times.

CoroLLarY 4.1. Same hypotheses as in Theorem 4.1. Then, any sequence
{o(P; ha); he — 0} C F admits a subsequence which converges uniformly in G to a
solution of the differential equation (1.6).

Proof. For h small enough, G’ is covered by cubic cells of the mesh; by linear
interpolation in those cells, we can extend the mesh-functions into continuous
funetions defined on G’. Thus, an equicontinuous family of mesh-functions is ex-
tended into an equicontinuous family of functions defined on all of G’. The theorem
follows by application of Ascoli’s theorem to the families ¥, F© and @ and be-
cause of our consistency assumption (2.18).
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Remark. We have assumed that the coefficients of the differential equation are
in C=(@). Indeed we do not need so much smoothness. The degree of smoothness
which is needed in Corollary 4.1 depends on n. In particular, in the case n = 2,
our proof of Theorem 4.1 shows that the family § is equicontinuous in any interior
subdomain of G if we assume only Lipschitz-continuity of the coefficients and of
the funetion f(P) in any interior subdomain of @; for the equicontinuity of the
families §@ and §® we need the assumption that the coefficients and the function
f(P) admit Lipschitz-continuous derivatives of order 2 in any interior subdomain
of G; if we do not assume so much, then we can only prove that the limit function
is a weak solution of the differential equation (1.6); to prove this we use the fact
that the operator L, is a weakly consistent (see [6]) approximation to the operator
L in any interior subdomain of G. Very general results concerning weak solutions
of coercive parabolic problems and their numerical computation can be found in
Raviart [10].

V. Existence of Discrete Barriers. Let L and L, be the operators defined by
(2.13) and (2.14). Throughout this section we consider a point @ = (xo, Yo, L) On
I'; and we study various types of local conditions on & and on L, which guarantee
the existence of a strong discrete barrier at . We assume that there exists a neigh-
borhood N of @ such that G(h) N\ N C Go(h) for h small enough.*

(1) First sufficient condition. Assume that the coeflicients of the operator L are
uniformly continuous and that L, is a uniformly consistent approximation to L
in a neighborhood of Q.**

Assume a(Q) > 0¥** and that there exists a nondegenerate sphere through @Q
whose intersection with G is the single point @ and whose center is not in the plane
2 = . Then, there exists a strong diserete barrier at Q.

Proof. Let us take the origin at the center of the sphere and let

S=3}2+’y2+t2, 80=S(Q)=.’Eo2+yg2+f02.
Let k and p be positive constants and B(’; @) = k(s — so?). This function
obviously satisfies condition (2.8a, b, ¢). Moreover, we have
LB(P; Q) = 2kps™¥2(p 4+ 1){(aa® + a’y?) — s(a + bx + o' + 0y — di)]
— ¢B(P; Q) .
In a certain neighborhood N of @ we have a(l’) > 3a(Q) > 0, 2* > 3z and
therefore
LB(P; Q) > 2kps*3(p + Na(@)zs® — s(a + bxr + o' + b’y — di)] .

It follows that LB(P; Q) can be made arbitrarily large in N provided we choose
k and p big enough. In particular we can choose k and p such that

LiB(P; Q) — E(P) = LhB(P;Q) — v(P; h)
= LB(P;Q) —c(P) +01) > 1in N, for h small enough.

* For instance, this condition holds if ¥ n T’y = & orif we choose G(h) = Goh).

** Observe that this condition is satisfied for the 2 operators L, corresponding to formulas
(2.15) and (2.16).

*** The values of the coefficients at @ are defined by continuity.
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Thus, B(P; Q) is a strong discrete barrier at Q.

Remark. Of course, we get a similar condition by permutation of & and .

(2) Second sufficient condition. Assume that the coefficients of the operator L
are uniformly continuous and that L, is a uniformly consistent approximation to
L in a neighborhood ¥ of Q. Assume d(Q) > 0 and that there exists a nondegen-
erate sphere through Q with radius B > (a(Q) + a'(Q))/d(Q), whose intersection
with G M N is the single point Q and whose center lies on the half-line z =
¥ = Yo, t < to. Then, there exists a strong discrete barrier at Q.

Proof. Let B(P; Q) be defined as before. Then

LB(P; @) > 2kps~?'[dt — (@ + bz 4+ a’ + V'y)].

Since the square bracket tends to Rd(Q) — a(Q) — a’(Q) > 0 as P — @, we see
that LB(P; Q) can be made arbitrarily large in a neighborhood of @ provided we
choose k and p large enough. It follows as before that B(P; Q) is a strong discrete
barrier at Q.

Remark. The condition on the radius R of the sphere is perhaps unnecessary;
however, it is related to the results of Kohn and Nirenberg [7] who emphasized
the influence of the radius of curvature at a “characteristic”’ point of the boundary,
on the smoothness of the solution.

(3) Third sufficient condition. Assume that there exists a neighborhood N of @
such that G M N lies in the half-space ¢ > {,. Assume that the coefficients of the
operator L are bounded, except d(P) which may be unbounded, d(P) > k(t — to)°,
o <1, k> 0. Let L, be the operator corresponding to formulas (2.15) or to formu-
las (2.16). Then, there exists a strong discrete barrier at Q.

Proof. Let us take the origin at Q.

Case 1. Suppose 0 < ¢ < 1. Let B(P; Q) = —a* — 3> — Kt*°, K > 0. Then

1—o _ l1—0o
LB(P; Q) = —2(a+ Bz + o +8y) + Ka'—— LM ;).

But

tl—ﬂ _ (t _ h)l—a
h

It follows that condition (2.8d) is satisfied if we choose K large enough. Then,
B(P; Q) is a strong discrete barrier at Q.

Case 2. Suppose ¢ < 0. Let B(P; Q) = —z* — y* — Kt, K > 0. Then, for K
large enough, B(P; Q) is a strong discrete barrier at @ (straightforward).

(4) Fourth sufficient condition. Suppose that there exists a neighborhood N of
Q such that G M N is a cylinder parallel to the t-axis. Let us write L = Lo — d(8/9f);
L, is an elliptic space-operator whose coefficients may depend on t. Define L) in
the same way as L9, i.e., Ly = L% — év1.

Suppose that there exists a function Bqo(P; @) which does not depend on ¢ and
which is a strong discrete barrier for the family of space-operators L,® for any ¢
such that [t — ty| < 7, where + > 0 is a constant (independent of 4). Suppose §(°)
is bounded. Then, there exists a strong discrete barrier at @ for the family of
operators L.

Proof. Bo(I’; Q) satisfies the conditions

Kd

> Kd(l — o)t > Kk(l —a).
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Bo(P;Q) = Boz,y;Q) € C(GNN),

Bo(zo, y0; Q) = 0,

Bo(z,y;Q) <0,  V(z,y) # (o, y0),

LYBy(P;Q) — EP) =1, VP & N(h) and Vh small enough .

Let B(P; Q) = KBo(P; Q) — (t — )}, K > 1.

This function satisfies conditions (2.8); therefore it is a strong discrete barrier
at @ for the family of operators Lj.

(5) Applications. By means of the fourth sufficient condition, all the results of
[5] and [6] for elliptic operators L are directly extended to the corresponding
parabolic operators L = L® — d(d/9¢).

Ezxample 1. Let y(x) be a convex function defined for all real x and such that
(@) — ¢@2)l/|ern — @] < M for all z; and 22 # x1, where M is a positive con-
stant. Let € be the curve Y = y — ¢¥(z) = 0 in the plane ¢t = 0. Let Gy be a
bounded simply-connected plane domain whose boundary consists of a portion of
€ and of a smooth curve which lies entirely in the region ¥ > 0. Let G =
Gy X (0, T) be acylinder and Ge = G N {P = (x, y, 1); ¥ > €}. Let I's =
{P=(x,y, T) €3G} and T'; = 3G — T Let

(5.1) L=2+9
Jdx Ay

9 9 9
+bax+b6y at’

where

b(P), V(P) € C@) NC=G), Ve>0,
(5.2) [b2(P) + b*(P)'2 <k/Y + K, VPEG,
0<k<min {1,2/M}, K>0.

Let L, be the operator defined by formulas (2.14) and (2.15). Conditions (5.2)
imply that this operator is of positive type. Let v(P; k) be the solution of (2.9).

TreEOREM 5.1. Under the above hypotheses, problem (1.7) has a unique solution
w(P) and v(P; h) converges uniformly to u(P) in G as h — 0.

Proof. Let @ = (xo, yo, to) € G be such that (zo, yo) & € and let
Bo(P; Q) = —(x — 20)? — Y'¥ where k < k' < 1. The function Bo(P; Q) has
the properties required for the application of our fourth sufficient condition (see
[5, p. 121}). The existence of a discrete barrier at the other points of 'y follows
from our first and second sufficient conditions. The existence of a function ¢(P)
satisfying condition (i) of Theorem 2.1 follows from our second sufficient condition
in Section III. Unicity follows from the maximum principle for parabolic operators
(see Lemma 6.1). So, we can apply Theorem 2.1.

DParticular cases. @ is the z-axis and

- a3 s 9 0
(5.3) L = 27 + 6]/2 + 3y ~ o o] <1,

or

3 9’ 9 c 4 9
(5.4) L—ax2+ay2+yax—at, o] < 1.
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COROLLARY 5.1. Let Gy be a “regular’ convex plane domain in the plane t = 0
and let G = Gy X (0, T). Let Ts = {P = (a2, y, T) € 8G} and Ty, = G — T..
Let L be the operator (5.1) where

b(P), b'(P) € C=(@G) ,
(5.5) [2(P) + VP2 < k/d(P, 06) + K, VP EG,
0<k<1/v2, K>0.

Let Ly be the operalor defined by (2.14) and (2.15) and let v(I’; h) be the solution of
(2.9). Then, problem (1.7) has a unique solution u(P) and v(F; h) converges uni-
Jormly to u(P) in G as h — 0.

Proof. Same as for Theorem 5.1.

Ezample 2. Let G be the same domain as in the particular cases above. Let

9 9 c d 9
ax2+ay2+y6y_6t’ ol <1,

(5.6) L=y
or

3 1 8,98 o 8 9

(5.7) L=~ 6x2+6y2+113.7/~at’ lo] < 1.
And let L, be either of the operators defined by formulas (2.14) and (2.15) or by
formulas (2.14) and (2.16). Then, the conclusion of Theorem 5.1 holds.

This is a direct consequence of our fourth sufficient condition and of the results
of [6, Theorems 4.1-4.4].

Remark. The preceding conditions for the existence of discrete barriers are only
examples; we can imagine many other conditions; it seems impossible to gather all
these conditions in a unique general condition.

VI. Unicity. Again G is a domain in R® and L is the operator (2.13). We denote
by I the set of all points @ = (o, yo, o) & G which admit a neighborhood N
such that G (M N lies in the plane { = {; and @ M N lies in the half-space ¢ < {;
T” is called the set of “final” points of G.

LemMa 6.1. Suppose I's C T. Then problem (1.7) has at most one solution.

Proof. By the maximum principle.

We deduce at once the following

CoroLLARY 6.1. A necessary condition for the existence of a solulion of problem
(1.7) for arbitrary g(P) € C(@) is I’ C Ts.

From now on we will assume I" C T and we define I'V' = T, — I'. The fol-
lowing lemma is a generalization of an idea which has been used by 8. V. Parter
[9, §4] for generalized axially symmetric potentials.

LemMA 6.2. Suppose TV s closed and suppose that there exists a neighborhood
N of T" and a function U(P) such that

U & C(Go) NCWGe — T where Go = G N,
(6.1) LUP) =0, P EG,,
UP)— +woasP—Q, V@ &1, reg,—1".
* By “regular’”’ we mean that in the neighborhood of any point @, € 4Gs, 9G, admits a

representation of the form y = ¢(x) or of the form z = y¥(y) where ¢ and ¢ are convex functions.
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Then, problem (1.7) has at most one solution.

Proof. We can, of course, suppose U(P) > 0 since it is always possible to make
it so by addition of a sufficiently large positive constant. Let z(/”) be a solution of
the homogeneous problem associated to (1.7), i.e.

L) =0, PEG,
(6.2) APy =0, PET,
zECE) NG U TY) N BG) .

Let €y = Suppce_g, 2({’) and suppose Cy > 0. Let dGo be the boundary of Gi.
It follows from the maximum principle that there exists Py € G, M G such that
2(Ps) = Co. Let 'y = Suppce, 2(P). Let N’ be an arbitrary neighborhood of T/
such that N’ C N and let C» = Sup peg,—n’ U(P).

Let a be a positive number and U, = Cy + aU. For any a > 0, there exists a
neighborhood of I/, N C N’ such that U,(P) > C1in N" N G. Let Gy = Gy — N
and let G be the boundary of ¢y. It follows from the definitions of Cy and €,
that 2(P) = U.(/’) on Gy — T’. Therefore, by the maximum principle z(P) =<
U.(P) in (1. In particular, by definition of C» 2(P) £ U.(l?) = C¢ + aCs in
Go— N'.

Since a is arbitrary, we deduce 2(I°) £ Cyin Gy — N’ and since N’ is arbitrary,
z2(P’) = Cyin Gy. Henee, by definition of Cy 2(P) = Cyin G.

But at Py &€ G, we have z(Py) = (. Therefore, by the maximum principle
2(P) = Cy > 0in @. This is a contradiction of (6.2) since 2(P) = 0 on I'y. There-
fore, we must have €y £ 0, which implies 2(P) < 0in G, since N can be arbitrarily
small. We deduce the reverse inequality in the same way and finally 2(?) = 0,
which ends the proof of the lemma.

TaOREM 6.1. Let G, Gy, -+, G, -+ -, G, be a finile partition of G inlo sub-
domains of the form G, = G (M I, where I. 1s a slab t, < ¢ < t.41. Let T, be the
closure of T M I, and suppose that for each r there exists a neighborhood N, of T,"
and a function U, (I’) such that

U, e GHNCGL-T1.) where G, = . N\ N,,
©3) LU 20, PEGY,
U.P)y—>+=asl—Q, veQer,”, rPreGt-r1.".

Then, problem (1.7) has at most one solution.

Proof. Apply Lemmas 6.1 and 6.2.

Now, we give an example of application of Theorem 6.1.

THEOREM 6.2. Suppose G lies in lhe half-space © > 0 and let L be the operator
(2.13). Let I be a slab t; < t < iy and assume that there exists a constant K = 0 such
that b(P)/a(P) > 1/x — Kforall P = (x,y,t) € G N I, x small enough.

Let T =G N T N {P = (0,y t)}. Then, problem (1.7) has at most one
solution.

Proof. Let U(P) = —Kr — Log a. We have

LU = a(I)/2? — b(P)(K + 1/2)

a(P)[1/2* — (1/x — K)(K + 1/2)]
= —KaP) =0 in ¢ N I and for x small enough .
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Therefore, the assumptions of Theorem 6.1 are satisfied.

Examples.
% 9w o(t) du  du
Lu=s"—+4+"—S+—*>———
“ oz’ + ay’ x dxr dt
or
Luz(ﬁt—i‘aﬁl—k[di—’“)]%_gt
B ax2 ay2 axr ot

with ¢(f) = 1fort; < ¢ £ fo.

The following theorem is closely related to Theorem 6.1. It can be proved in
the same way.

THEOREM 6.3. Suppose G lies in the half-space t > 0 and let T'o be the portion of
the boundary 8G which lies in the plane t = 0. Let L be the operator (2.13) and let
I = To. Assume that there exists a neighborhood N of To and a function U(P) such
that

U & CG) N CG° — T, where G =GN N,
LU £0, PeEG,
UP)y—+=oasP—Q, VQ €Ty, PEG — 1.

Then, problem (1.7) has at most one solution.
Example. See Section 7, Example 2.

TasLE
N =1/h vi(P, h) v (P, h) va(P, h) va(P, h)

4 0.3245 0.3302 0.3231 0.3270
8 260 305 275 279
16 274 307 295 288
32 285 309 304 294
64 292 310 308 299
128 297 310 309 302
256 300 310 310 304
512 303 311 310 306

w(P) 0.3311

VII. Numerical Experiments.
(1) First example. First, we study the example given in the introduction. G is
the triangle 0 < z < ¢ < 2 and

Ty ={P=(z,1);05t=222U{P=002t<1}.
We consider the problem
9%u
Tu="H4 L8 % _ g,

(7.1) o r Ox at

u=0 onT,,

w € CHG) N CG U Ty N B@G).
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The uniqueness of the solution follows from Theorem 6.2. To compute this solu-
tion (and prove its existence) we will consider four different schemes. Let h = 1/N,
N integer; we define

R(h) = {P = (ih, jh); 1, j integers} ,
Gh) =GN RM),
Fl(h) =IiNRG®,
To(h) = T N R where I = {P = (0,1); 1. <1 < 2},
Golh) = {P=(,1);0<a<t =2} NRG).
Thus, G(h) = Go(h) U T1(h) U Ta(h) .

TasLe 11

04

034

02.

£- 129/128

1
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At each point P &€ Go(h) we define
Liw(P) = vz + t/2) (e + v2)/2 — v3.

Scheme 1. We take G(h) = Go(h), dG(h) = T1(h) U T:(h), g(P) = 0on T:(h).
Then, the discrete analogue of problem (7.1) is

(7.2) LwP) = ~1, P& Gh),
v(P) =0, PeTIi(h)UTh).

Scheme 2. We take G(h) = Go(h) U Ta(h), dG(R) = Ta(h), Lw(P) = v,
if P & Ts(h), f(P) = 0on I's(h). Then, the discrete analogue of problem (7.1) is

L}{I)(P) = —1 y P E GO(h) 3
(7.3) v(P) =0, P& Tah),
v(P) =0, P&TI®).

Scheme 3. Same as Scheme 2, except that we take f(P) = 1 on I'2(h). Then, we
have

Lw(P) = =1, P &Goh),
(7.4) WPy =0, P&k,
.(P) =1, P cTh).

Scheme 4. We take G(h) = Go(h) U T(h), 8G(h) = Ti(h), Lw(P) =
v1; — 2005 if P = (0, jh) E[Ta(k), f(P) = 0 on TI:(h). Then, we have

Lh?)(P) = —1 y P E Go(h) ’
(7.5) WP)=0, Pe®,
U1 — 21)0,' = 0, P = (0, jh) E Fz(h) .

The four schemes are of positive type. The function ¢(P) = = — ¢t — 1 satisfies
condition (i) of Theorem 2.1; the existence of discrete barriers at the points of T'y
follows from the first and fourth conditions of Section V. Therefore, we can apply
Theorem 2.1. The four schemes (7.2), (7.3), (7.4) and (7.5) converge to the unique
solution of problem (7.1), uniformly in any G, = G — {P = (z, t);t > 1 — ¢
0 <a<el®

Table I shows the convergence at the point P(1, 2) of the functions »,(P; h),
s = 1, 2, 3, 4, corresponding to each of the foregoing schemes.**

It appears that Scheme 2 is the best; this is related to the observed fact that
the solution w(P) satisfies du/dx = 0 on I'’. A closer examination of the results
shows that the convergence of this scheme is uniform in G except for a neighbor-
hood of the point (1, 1); of course, we cannot expect better than that since w(P)
is not continuous at this point.

* A direct application of Theorem 2.1 requires that we exclude also a neighborhood of the
line ¢ = 2. But, of course, we can extend the domain G for ¢ > 2 in such a way that the operator
remains of positive type and the “final”’ points of G (on the line segment ¢t = 2, 0 < z < 2)
become interior points. Applying Theorem 2.1 to this extended domain, we deduce that the con-
vergence in the domain®@ is uniform up to ¢ = 2.

** The author is indebted to Mrs. F. Glain for the numerical computations.
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Scheme 3 is not as good as Scheme 2; but the convergence is again uniform in
G except for a neighborhood of the point (1, 1), despite the fact that we try to
impose a wrong condition on the derivative du/dx on IT'.

Schemes 1 and 4 converge also, but the convergence is not uniform in the
neighborhood of T'/; in Scheme 1 we try to impose wrong values to the function
u on I'; in Scheme 4 we use a meaningless condition.*

Table II represents the solution u(P). The values of u(l) are not known ac-
curately near the point (1, 1) where this function is discontinuous

(2) Second example. Let G be the rectangle: 0 < z < 1, 0 < ¢t < T, where T
is some positive number, and let T'; be the three sides of the rectangle: x = 0,
2 = 1and ¢ = 0. Let o be a real number. We consider the problem

2
Ou_ % _ 1 we,

Lu = ;9_1;_2‘ ot

(7.6) u=0onTy,

weE CHE) NCGEUTY) NBG) .

We define R(h) as usual, T'y(h) = T1 N R(K), G(h) = (G — Ty) N R() and
Lp(P) = vz — tv.

TasLE I11

0.128

0.t

0.05

Ni-

° 0.25 0.50 0.75 [N

* Other types of finite-difference schemes with “wrong” boundary conditions have been
studied by S. V. Parter [9’] and by H.-O. Kreiss and E. Lundqvist [8'].
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The discrete analogue of problem (7.6) is
Lw(P) = —1, P&EGh),
v(PYy =0, PET,(h).

This scheme is of positive type; the function ¢(P) = 1? satisfies condition (i) of
Theorem 2.1; if ¢ < 1, we can apply our third sufficient condition for the existence
of barriers (Section 5);if o = 1, we can apply Theorem 6.3 with U(P) = —z* —
Log t. Tt follows that

if ¢ < 1, problem (7.6) has a unique solution;

if ¢ = 1, problem (7.6) has no solution: a solution of the differential equation
is uniquely determined by the boundary-values at + = 0 and x = 1; we can impose
no mitial condilion.

Table ITT represents the solution as a function of ¢{ for x = % and for ¢ = 3, 0,
—1 —1. Whent — o, u(z, t) — 3zl — 2).

For ¢ = 1, the solution determined by the boundary values alone is:

u(y, t) = 3x(1 — 2).

(7.7)

TasLE IV
N = 1/h V(P, h)
16 0.12181582
32 0.12489043
64 0.12499968
128 0.12500000
256 0.12500000

The numerical experiments show that the convergence is of the order of & for
o < 1. In the case ¢ = 1, the convergence is incredibly fast even though we start
with wrong initial values; this fact is illustrated by Table IV which gives the

values computed at x = %, ¢t = 1/16 in the case ¢ = 1.5 for different values of

h =1/N.
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