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Olex2 [1] is now firmly established as a major software package in the field of small-molecule crystallography: new
and some (open-minded) old dogs find it a very useful and user-friendly platform from which to perform all sorts
of tricks.

This contribution will be in two parts. In the first part, | will present some of the new tricks we have included in
Olex2 over the last few years, including the streamlined management of solvent masking, fast refinement using
our very own refinement engine olex2.refine [2] and the refinement of standard X-ray structures using non-
spherical form factors.

In the second part, | will convince you that Olex2 is the perfect open-source and free platform that YOU can use to
teach New Dogs Old Tricks: Programming Olex2 is quite easy and accessible to all, and if you've got an Old Trick,
why not consider using Olex2 as a platform to implement it rapidly and then make these available to all of our
users?
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