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Algebraic classification of the gravitational field in Weyl-Cartan space-times
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We present a complete algebraic classification for the curvature tensor in Weyl-Cartan geometry,
by applying methods of eigenvalues and principal null directions on its irreducible decomposition
under the group of global Lorentz transformations, thus providing a full invariant characterisation
of all the possible algebraic types of the torsion and nonmetricity field strength tensors in Weyl-
Cartan space-times. As an application, we show that in the framework of Metric-Affine Gravity the
field strength tensors of a dynamical torsion field cannot be doubly aligned with the principal null
directions of the Riemannian Weyl tensor in scalar-flat, slowly rotating, stationary and axisymmetric
space-times.

I. Introduction

Certainly, General Relativity (GR) stands out as one of the most fundamental and accurate theories in Physics,
describing gravitational interaction as a geometrical property of the space-time. This success lies on a large number
of theoretical and phenomenological foundations, which meet together in the celebrated Einstein’s field equations [1].
The significance of these equations is remarkable, since gravitational phenomena turns out to be governed by a
fundamental correspondence between the space–time geometry and the energy-momentum current of matter, both
described by tensor quantities on a Riemannian (Lorentzian) manifold. This fact highlights the importance of the
search and the analysis of solutions of the field equations, in order to shed light on the physical implications of the
theory and to test it experimentally [2, 3].
Nevertheless, the nonlinear behaviour of the field equations represents a significant obstacle for their resolution and

for the accurate understanding of their solutions. In this sense, the role of algebraic classification has shown to be
crucial to simplify the complexity of the equations and to unravel important properties of their solutions, for a large
number of especially symmetric configurations (e.g. see [4] for the derivation of the Goldberg-Sachs theorem, which
set the stage for the finding of the Kerr solution of GR [5]).
From a mathematical point of view, an algebraic classification of a tensor quantity can be obtained by analysing

its algebraic properties and its structure as linear maps on a certain vector space by means of an eigenvalue problem,
whose resolution provides a set of geometric multiplicities and the different types that compose the classification
itself [6]. In this regard, the most relevant classifications in four-dimensional Riemannian manifolds with Lorentzian
signature are the Petrov classification of the Weyl tensor and the Segre classification of the Ricci tensor [7, 8] (see [9–
11] for further generalisations in higher dimensions). Indeed, they provide a full invariant characterisation of the
gravitational field described in Riemannian geometry, in virtue of the Ricci decomposition of the Riemann curvature
tensor [12]. For the particular case of GR, the Einstein’s field equations further imply that the energy-momentum
tensor of matter must present the same class of algebraic classification as the Ricci tensor, which additionally simplifies
the final form of the algebraic classification in Riemannian geometry under reasonable energy conditions [13].
Accordingly, the set-up of algebraic classification in GR and other theories of gravity based on Riemannian geometry

is clear, but the presence of different degrees of freedom in the geometry requires an extension of these results. In
particular, the application of the gauge principles in the framework of post-Riemannian geometry displays the torsion
and nonmetricity tensors as new features of the gravitational field, which leads to the formulation of Metric-Affine
Gauge theory of gravity (MAG), as an extension of GR [14]. An action principle can then be defined from the
generalised field strength tensors of this framework to introduce the dynamics of the torsion and nonmetricity fields,
which provides a rich and diverse range of gravitational phenomena [15–55].
Following these lines, in this work we address this problem and present the algebraic classification for the different

field strength tensors of the gravitational field in the framework of Weyl-Cartan geometry, which is characterised by
the presence of curvature, torsion and nonmetricity, the latter being determined by the so-called Weyl vector. For this
task, in Sec. II we give a brief introduction of metric-affine geometry, specifying the main geometrical quantities and
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conventions, as well as the irreducible decomposition of the curvature tensor, which shall provide the building blocks
for the classification. In Sec. III we focus on Weyl-Cartan space-times and present the algebraic classification for all
the irreducible parts of the curvature tensor, which contain the field strength tensors of the torsion and nonmetricity
fields. Then, in Sec. IV we apply these results to the search of exact black hole solutions in axial symmetry, pointing
out the absence of nontrivial solutions in the torsion sector with field strength tensors that are doubly aligned to the
principal null directions of the Riemannian Weyl tensor in scalar-flat stationary and axisymmetric space-times, under
the slow-rotation approximation. We end with summarising conclusions in section Sec. V.
We work in natural units c = G = 1, and we consider the metric signature (+,−,−,−). On the other hand, we

use a tilde accent to denote quantities defined from the general affine connection, in contrast to their unaccented
counterparts constructed only from the Levi-Civita connection. For classification purposes, we denote with a diagonal
arrow the traceless and pseudotraceless pieces of tensors (e.g. ր̃R λ

[ρµν]), in order to distinguish these pieces from
their counterparts containing trace and pseudotrace parts. Uppercase and lowercase Latin indices run from 0 to
3, referring to spinor and anholonomic indices, respectively. The same applies for Greek indices, which refer to
coordinate bases. As for the computational methods applied, we include as a supplemental material a code based on
Wolfram Mathematica using the tensor algebra suite of packages xAct [56], which can be used to obtain and verify the
form of all the irreducible parts of the curvature tensor from the building blocks of the decomposition, as well as the
relation of these building blocks with the torsion and nonmetricity tensors described in MAG [57].

II. Introduction of metric-affine geometry

In this section, we will provide a basic introduction to metric-affine geometry and provide a full characterisation of
the independent components of the curvature tensor when torsion and nonmetricity are nonvanishing.

A. Main geometrical quantities and conventions

Metric-affine geometry deals with the study of differential geometry on affinely connected metric manifolds, which
are characterised by a metric tensor and an independent affine connection. Specifically, an independent affine con-
nection displays the torsion and nonmetricity tensors

T λ
µν = 2Γ̃λ

[µν] , Qλµν = ∇̃λgµν , (1)

as the antisymmetric part of the affine connection and the covariant derivative of the metric tensor, respectively.
These quantities are encoded into the affine connection in terms of the so-called distortion tensor

Nλ
µν =

1

2

(

T λ
µν − Tµ

λ
ν − Tν

λ
µ

)

+
1

2

(

Qλ
µν −Qµ

λ
ν −Qν

λ
µ

)

, (2)

which gives rise to a generalised curvature tensor that can be expressed as the sum of the Riemann tensor and
additional post-Riemannian corrections

R̃λ
ρµν = Rλ

ρµν +∇µN
λ
ρν −∇νN

λ
ρµ +Nλ

σµN
σ
ρν −Nλ

σνN
σ
ρµ . (3)

Thereby, in metric-affine geometry it is important to distinguish between the metric (Riemann) curvature tensor
and the one defined on an affinely connected metric space-time, since they do not generally coincide in the presence
of torsion and nonmetricity. Indeed, the latter also fulfils its own Bianchi identities

R̃λ
[µνρ] = ∇̃[µT

λ
ρν] + T σ

[µρ T
λ
ν]σ , (4)

∇̃[σ|R̃
λ
ρ|µν] = Tω

[σµ|R̃
λ
ρω|ν] , (5)

R̃(λρ)
µν = ∇̃[νQµ]

λρ +
1

2
T σ

µνQσ
λρ . (6)

In addition, there are three independent traces constructed from the contraction of two indices of the curvature
tensor, namely the Ricci and co-Ricci tensors

R̃µν = R̃λ
µλν , R̂µν = R̃µ

λ
νλ , (7)

as well as the so-called homothetic curvature tensor

R̃λ
λµν = δρλR̃

λ
ρµν . (8)
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It is worthwhile to note that the trace of the Ricci and co-Ricci tensors provides a unique independent scalar
curvature

R̃ = gµνR̃µν , (9)

whereas the contraction of the curvature tensor with the Levi-Civita tensor gives rise to the Holst pseudoscalar

∗R̃ = ελρµνR̃λρµν . (10)

A gauge approach to gravity can then be consistently formulated by the introduction of a principal bundle with its
proper local metric structure, tetrad field and connection [14]:

gµν = ea µ e
b
ν gab , (11)

ωa
bµ = ea λ eb

ρ Γ̃λ
ρµ + ea λ ∂µ eb

λ , (12)

which provides a solid mathematical framework to analyse the space-time curvature, torsion and nonmetricity. In this
regard, the choice of basis vectors to evaluate the main properties and the physical implications of these quantities is
a matter of convenience. In particular, a null basis composed by two real null vectors kµ and lµ, as well as by two
complex conjugate null vectors mµ and m̄µ, fulfilling the pseudo-orthogonality and normalisation conditions

kµlµ = −mµm̄µ = 1 , (13)

kµmµ = kµm̄µ = lµmµ = lµm̄µ = 0 , (14)

kµkµ = lµlµ = mµmµ = m̄µm̄µ = 0 , (15)

has shown to be especially convenient for the study of the inherent symmetries and the congruences of null curves of
the space-time [13].
Following these lines, a gravitational action can be defined from the gauge principles, in such a way that higher-order

curvature corrections are required in the Lagrangian to endow the torsion and nonmetricity fields with dynamics [58].
In particular, the most general parity conserving quadratic Lagrangian includes 3 + 4 irreducible parts from torsion
and nonmetricity, as well as 11 ones from curvature, which provide the dynamics and act as field strength tensors of
the gravitational field in MAG.

B. Irreducible decomposition of the curvature tensor

As mentioned in the previous section, the curvature tensor encodes the field strength tensors of the gravitational
field in the framework of MAG. Therefore, in order to perform an algebraic classification of the respective field
strength tensors, it is essential to decompose first the curvature tensor of an affinely connected metric space-time into
its irreducible pieces under the group of global Lorentz transformations [59]. In general, there exist 11 irreducible
pieces arising from this algebraic procedure, which can be grouped into the antisymmetric and symmetric components
of the curvature tensor

R̃λρµν = W̃λρµν + Z̃λρµν , (16)

with

W̃λρµν := R̃[λρ]µν , Z̃λρµν := R̃(λρ)µν . (17)

Prior to the introduction of the irreducible decomposition of each component, it is worthwhile to define the following
quantities, which shall be part of the building blocks of the respective irreducible pieces:

ր̃R(µν) = R̃(µν) −
1

4
gµνR̃ , ր̂R(Q)

(µν) = R̂(µν) − R̃(µν) , (18)

R̃
(T )
[µν] = R̃[µν] −

1

2
R̃λ

λµν , R̂
(Q)
[µν] = R̂[µν] − R̃

(T )
[µν] , (19)

ր̃R(T )

λ[ρµν] = R̃λ[ρµν] +
1

3

(

gλρR̃
(T )
[µν] + gλµR̃

(T )
[νρ] + gλνR̃

(T )
[ρµ]

)

+
1

24
∗R̃ ελρµν , (20)

ր̃R(λρ)µν = R̃(λρ)µν − 1

4
gλρR̃

σ
σµν +

1

6

(

gλµR̂
(Q)
[ρν] + gρµR̂

(Q)
[λν] − gλνR̂

(Q)
[ρµ] − gρνR̂

(Q)
[λµ] − gλρR̂

(Q)
[µν]

)

+
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+
1

8

(

gλµր̂R
(Q)

(ρν) + gρµր̂R
(Q)

(λν) − gλνր̂R
(Q)

(ρµ) − gρνր̂R
(Q)

(λµ)

)

, (21)

ր̃R(Q)

λ[ρµν] = ր̃R(λρ)µν + ր̃R(λµ)νρ + ր̃R(λν)ρµ . (22)

We distinguish with a superscript T or Q those quantities, defined from the curvature tensor and its contractions,
that acquire nontrivial values due to torsion or nonmetricity, respectively (see the complete list of values of the building
blocks of the curvature decomposition in Appendix A).

1. Antisymmetric part

In general, the antisymmetric component of the curvature tensor can be decomposed into six irreducible pieces

W̃λρµν =
6

∑

i=1

(i)W̃λρµν , (23)

namely

(1)W̃λρµν = W̃λρµν −
6

∑

i=2

(i)W̃λρµν , (24)

(2)W̃λρµν =
3

4

(

ր̃R(T )

λ[ρµν] + ր̃R(T )

ν[λρµ] − ր̃R(T )

ρ[λµν] − ր̃R(T )

µ[λρν]

)

+
1

2

(

ր̃R(Q)

µ[λρν] − ր̃R(Q)

ν[λρµ]

)

, (25)

(3)W̃λρµν = − 1

24
∗R̃ ελρµν , (26)

(4)W̃λρµν =
1

4

[

gλµ

(

2ր̃R(ρν) + ր̂R(Q)

(ρν)

)

+ gρν

(

2ր̃R(λµ) + ր̂R(Q)

(λµ)

)

− gλν

(

2ր̃R(ρµ) + ր̂R(Q)

(ρµ)

)

− gρµ

(

2ր̃R(λν) + ր̂R(Q)

(λν)

) ]

,

(27)

(5)W̃λρµν =
1

4

[

gλµ

(

2R̃
(T )
[ρν] + R̂

(Q)
[ρν]

)

+ gρν

(

2R̃
(T )
[λµ] + R̂

(Q)
[λµ]

)

− gλν

(

2R̃
(T )
[ρµ] + R̂

(Q)
[ρµ]

)

− gρµ

(

2R̃
(T )
[λν] + R̂

(Q)
[λν]

)

+ R̃σ
σλ[µgν]ρ − R̃σ

σρ[µgν]λ

]

, (28)

(6)W̃λρµν =
1

6
R̃ gλ[µgν]ρ , (29)

As is shown, the presence of torsion and nonmetricity induces post-Riemannian corrections in the three irreducible
pieces (1)W̃αβµν ,

(4)W̃αβµν and (6)W̃αβµν , which in fact include the Weyl, traceless Ricci and scalar parts of the

curvature tensor of Riemannian geometry. Indeed, the tensor (1)W̃λρµν presents the same algebraic properties as the
Riemannian Weyl tensor:

(1)W̃λρµν = − (1)W̃ρλµν = − (1)W̃λρνµ , (30)

(1)W̃λ[ρµν] =
(1)W̃λ

µλν = 0 , (31)

and can be equivalently expressed as follows:

(1)W̃λρµν =
1

2

(

R̃[λρ]µν + R̃[µν]λρ

)

+
1

4

[

gµρ
(

R̃(λν) + R̂(λν)

)

− gµλ
(

R̃(ρν) + R̂(ρν)

)

+ gνλ
(

R̃(ρµ) + R̂(ρµ)

)

− gνρ
(

R̃(λµ) + R̂(λµ)

)]

+
1

3
R̃gλ[µgν]ρ +

1

24
∗R̃ ελρµν . (32)

Clearly, when torsion and nonmetricity are vanishing, the tensor (1)W̃λρµν reduces to the Riemannian Weyl tensor.

In addition, three purely post-Riemannian pieces (2)W̃αβµν ,
(3)W̃αβµν and (5)W̃αβµν arise, thus settling the irre-

ducible decomposition of the antisymmetric component of the curvature tensor.
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2. Symmetric part

The symmetric component of the curvature tensor only takes nontrivial values in the presence of nonmetricity and
can be decomposed into five irreducible pieces:

Z̃λρµν =

5
∑

i=1

(i)Z̃λρµν , (33)

where

(1)Z̃λρµν = Z̃λρµν −
5

∑

i=2

(i)Z̃λρµν , (34)

(2)Z̃λρµν =
1

4

(

ր̃R(Q)

λ[ρµν] + ր̃R(Q)

ρ[λµν]

)

, (35)

(3)Z̃λρµν =
1

6

(

gλνR̂
(Q)
[ρµ] + gρνR̂

(Q)
[λµ] − gλµR̂

(Q)
[ρν] − gρµR̂

(Q)
[λν] + gλρR̂

(Q)
[µν]

)

, (36)

(4)Z̃λρµν =
1

4
gλρR̃

σ
σµν , (37)

(5)Z̃λρµν =
1

8

(

gλνր̂R
(Q)

(ρµ) + gρνր̂R
(Q)

(λµ) − gλµր̂R
(Q)

(ρν) − gρµր̂R
(Q)

(λν)

)

. (38)

The first piece (1)Z̃λρµν fulfils the algebraic properties

(1)Z̃λ[ρµν] = 0 , (1)Z̃λ
λµν = 0 , (1)Z̃λ

µλν = 0 , (39)

and can also be written as

(1)Z̃λρµν =
1

4

(

2R̃(λρ)µν + R̃(λν)µρ − R̃(λµ)νρ + R̃(ρµ)λν − R̃(ρν)λµ

)

− 1

12
gλρ(R̃

α
αµν + R̃[µν] − R̂[µν])

− 1

24
gλµ

(

R̃α
αρν + R̃[ρν] − R̂[ρν] + 3(R̃(ρν) − R̂(ρν))

)

+
1

24
gλν

(

R̃α
αρµ + R̃[ρµ] − R̂[ρµ] + 3(R̃(ρµ) − R̂(ρµ))

)

− 1

24
gρµ

(

R̃α
αλν + R̃[λν] − R̂[λν] + 3(R̃(λν) − R̂(λν))

)

+
1

24
gρν

(

R̃α
αλµ + R̃[λµ] − R̂[λµ] + 3(R̃(λµ) − R̂(λµ))

)

.

(40)

Likewise, the second piece (2)Z̃λρµν satisfies

(2)Z̃(λρµ)ν = 0 , (2)Z̃λ
λµν = 0 , (2)Z̃λ

µλν = 0 . (41)

Since the symmetric component of the curvature tensor is nonvanishing only in the presence of nonmetricity, it
is worthwhile to take into account that the nonmetricity tensor can also be separated as the sum of two trace and
traceless parts

Qλµν =
1

4
gµνQλρ

ρ +րQλµν , (42)

the former being related to the Weyl vector

Wµ =
1

4
Qµν

ν . (43)

Then, it turns out that the homothetic part of the curvature tensor is fully determined by the Weyl vector

R̃λ
λµν = 4∇[νWµ] , (44)

whereas the rest of quantities in the irreducible decomposition of the symmetric component of the curvature tensor
are nonzero only in the presence of a traceless part of the nonmetricity tensor. In particular, Weyl-Cartan space-times
are characterised by a nontrivial piece (4)Z̃λρµν , being the rest of irreducible pieces of this component equal to zero.
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Building block Number of independent components
(1)Z̃λρµν 30
(1)W̃λρµν 10

ր̃R
(T )

λ[ρµν] 9

ր̃R
(Q)

λ[ρµν] 9

ր̃R(µν) 9

ր̂R
(Q)

(µν) 9

R̃
(T )
[µν] 6

R̂
(Q)

[µν]
6

R̃λ
λµν 6

R̃ 1

∗R̃ 1

TABLE I: Number of independent components of the building blocks.

3. The building blocks of the irreducible decomposition

As shown in the previous subsections, the curvature tensor can be decomposed into 11 irreducible pieces, which
provide the dynamics of the gravitational field in MAG. Accordingly, the algebraic classification in metric-affine
geometry requires an analysis on the algebraic properties of each irreducible piece. For this task, it is essential to
identify the building blocks that provide the decomposition and their number of independent components.
According to our definitions (18)-(22), it is straightforward to note that the building blocks of the irreducible

decomposition (24)-(29) and (34)-(38) are the following 11 quantities:

{(1)

Z̃λρµν ,
(1) W̃λρµν , ր̃R

(T )

λ[ρµν], ր̃R
(Q)

λ[ρµν], ր̃R(µν), ր̂R
(Q)

(µν), R̃
(T )
[µν], R̂

(Q)
[µν], R̃

λ
λµν , R̃, ∗R̃

}

. (45)

Therefore, as shown in Table I, the number of independent components of the curvature tensor R̃λρµν coincides
with the total number of independent components of the aforementioned building blocks, which is constrained by their
algebraic properties. Specifically, for a four-dimensional affinely connected metric space-time the generalised Weyl
tensor (1)W̃λρµν satisfies the same algebraic properties as the Riemannian Weyl tensor, which means that it contributes
with 10 independent components in the irreducible decomposition of the curvature tensor. The same applies to the
symmetric traceless Ricci tensor ր̃R(µν), which contributes then with 9 independent components, whereas the fact that

the tensor ր̂R(Q)

(µν) is also symmetric and traceless equally means 9 independent components for this tensor. Furthermore,

the antisymmetrised pieces ր̃R(T )

λ[ρµν] and ր̃R(Q)

λ[ρµν] also have 9 independent components, in virtue of their traceless and

pseudotraceless properties. On the other hand, the antisymmetric Ricci and co-Ricci-like tensors R̃
(T )
[µν] and R̂

(Q)
[µν],

as well as the homothetic curvature tensor R̃λ
λµν , provide 6 independent components for each piece, whereas the

Ricci scalar R̃ and the Holst pseudoscalar ∗R̃ represent 1 degree of freedom, respectively. Finally, the fact that the
symmetric component of the curvature tensor includes 60 degrees of freedom means that the piece (1)Z̃λρµν represents
the remaining 30 degrees of freedom in the decomposition.
Likewise, it is worthwhile to emphasise that the presence of torsion and nonmetricity provides corrections to the

Riemannian Weyl, Ricci and scalar parts of the curvature tensor (i.e. to the irreducible pieces (1)Wλρµν ,
(4)Wλρµν

and (6)Wλρµν of the Ricci decomposition of Riemannian geometry), which actually preserve their algebraic properties.
Accordingly, in terms of algebraic classification, the corresponding algebraic types of the Riemannian and post-
Riemannian versions of these tensors can generally differ for a given configuration, but all of them must belong to
the same class of classification. In addition, the torsion and nonmetricity tensors themselves generate the remaining
8 irreducible pieces of the decomposition, which are therefore purely post-Riemannian quantities. Furthermore, the
set of irreducible pieces {(i)Z̃λρµν}5i=1 arises only in the presence of nonmetricity; in particular, the piece (4)Z̃λρµν is
connected to the Weyl vector and the rest of pieces of this set to the traceless part of the nonmetricity tensor. See
Appendix A for the expressions of the building blocks in terms of the torsion and nonmetricity tensors.
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III. Algebraic classification in Weyl-Cartan geometry

For a Weyl-Cartan space-time, the traceless part of the nonmetricity tensor vanishes, which means that nonmetricity
is fully determined by the Weyl vector

Qλµν = gµνWλ . (46)

This restriction represents a strong but still meaningful simplification, since it vanishes all the irreducible pieces
of the symmetric component of the curvature tensor, except the piece (4)Z̃λρµν associated with the homothetic part,
which indeed in MAG acts as the field strength tensor of the Weyl vector.
The building blocks of the irreducible decomposition of the curvature tensor on a Weyl-Cartan space-time are then

described by the following 7 quantities:

{(1)

W̃λρµν , ր̃R
(T )

λ[ρµν], ր̃R(µν), R̃
(T )
[µν], R̃

λ
λµν , R̃, ∗R̃

}

. (47)

Therefore, the problem of algebraic classification in Weyl-Cartan geometry requires to fully classify the aforementioned
building blocks.

A. Algebraic classification of (1)W̃λρµν

Considering the algebraic properties (30) and (31) for the tensor (1)W̃λρµν , it is straightforward to set the following
26 components:

(1)W̃0̂1̂0̂1̂ = − (1)W̃2̂3̂2̂3̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂1̂0̂2̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂3̂ ; (48)

(1)W̃0̂1̂0̂3̂ = − (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂1̂1̂2̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂3̂ ; (49)

(1)W̃0̂1̂1̂3̂ = − (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂1̂2̂3̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂1̂ ; (50)

(1)W̃0̂2̂0̂1̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂3̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂2̂0̂2̂ = − (1)W̃1̂3̂1̂3̂ ; (51)

(1)W̃0̂2̂0̂3̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂1̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂2̂1̂2̂ = − (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂3̂ ; (52)

(1)W̃0̂2̂1̂3̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂2̂2̂3̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂2̂ ; (53)

(1)W̃0̂3̂0̂1̂ = − (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂3̂0̂2̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂1̂2̂ ; (54)

(1)W̃0̂3̂0̂3̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂1̂3̂ +
(1)W̃2̂3̂2̂3̂ ;

(1)W̃0̂3̂1̂2̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂2̂ − (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂1̂ ; (55)

(1)W̃0̂3̂1̂3̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂3̂ ;
(1)W̃0̂3̂2̂3̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂3̂ ; (56)

(1)W̃1̂2̂0̂1̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂3̂ ;
(1)W̃1̂2̂0̂2̂ = − (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂3̂ ; (57)

(1)W̃1̂2̂0̂3̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂2̂ − (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂1̂ ;
(1)W̃1̂2̂1̂2̂ = −

(

(1)W̃1̂3̂1̂3̂ +
(1)W̃2̂3̂2̂3̂

)

; (58)

(1)W̃1̂2̂1̂3̂ = (1)W̃1̂3̂1̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃1̂2̂2̂3̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂2̂ ; (59)

(1)W̃1̂3̂0̂1̂ = − (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂2̂ ;
(1)W̃1̂3̂2̂3̂ = (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂3̂ . (60)

Thereby, for the algebraic classification of the generalised Weyl tensor in the presence of torsion and nonmetricity,
we distribute its 10 independent components in terms of the quantity

(1)W̃+

0̂a0̂b
= (1)W̃0̂a0̂b + i ∗(1) W̃0̂a0̂b , (61)

where

(1)W̃0̂a0̂b =







− (1)W̃2̂3̂2̂3̂
(1)W̃2̂3̂1̂3̂ − (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂2̂

(1)W̃2̂3̂1̂3̂ − (1)W̃1̂3̂1̂3̂
(1)W̃1̂3̂1̂2̂

− (1)W̃2̂3̂1̂2̂
(1)W̃1̂3̂1̂2̂

(1)W̃1̂3̂1̂3̂ +
(1)W̃2̂3̂2̂3̂






, (62)

∗(1)W̃0̂a0̂b =







(1)W̃2̂3̂0̂1̂
(1)W̃2̂3̂0̂2̂

(1)W̃2̂3̂0̂3̂
(1)W̃2̂3̂0̂2̂ − (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂2̂ − (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂3̂
(1)W̃2̂3̂0̂3̂ − (1)W̃1̂3̂0̂3̂

(1)W̃1̂3̂0̂2̂ − (1)W̃2̂3̂0̂1̂






, (63)
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and impose the eigenvalue equation for an eigenvector va:

(1)W̃+

0̂a0̂b
vb = λva . (64)

The resolution of this eigenvalue problem provides then the possible algebraic types of the Weyl tensor encoded
in the complex matrix (1)W̃+

0̂a0̂b
, whose characteristic polynomial can be written in terms of the quadratic and cubic

invariants

I = (1)W̃+
abcd

(1)W̃ abcd , J = (1)W̃+
ab

cd(1)W̃cd
ef (1)W̃ef

ab , (65)

as follows:

p(λ) = λ3 − I

16
λ− J

48
. (66)

The solution to the characteristic equation p(λ) = 0 provides then in general 3 distinct complex eigenvalues

λ1 =
1

12

(

18J + 3
√

36J2 − 3I3
)1/3

+
I

4
(

18J + 3
√
36J2 − 3I3

)1/3
, (67)

λ2 = − 1

24

(

18J + 3
√

36J2 − 3I3
)1/3

− I

8
(

18J + 3
√
36J2 − 3I3

)1/3

+ i

√
3

2







1

12

(

18J + 3
√

36J2 − 3I3
)1/3

− I

4
(

18J + 3
√
36J2 − 3I3

)1/3






, (68)

λ3 = − 1

24

(

18J + 3
√

36J2 − 3I3
)1/3

− I

8
(

18J + 3
√
36J2 − 3I3

)1/3

− i

√
3

2







1

12

(

18J + 3
√

36J2 − 3I3
)1/3

− I

4
(

18J + 3
√
36J2 − 3I3

)1/3






, (69)

whose geometric multiplicities give rise to the different algebraic types in the classification, in such a way that the
particular cases fulfilling the condition I3 = 12J2 are called algebraically special. Indeed, each special type satisfies
a constraint associated with those null vectors {kµ, lµ,mµ, m̄µ} aligned with the tensor (1)W̃λρµν or principal null
directions

k[σ
(1)W̃λ]ρµ[νkω]k

ρkµ = l[σ
(1)W̃λ]ρµ[ν lω]l

ρlµ = m[σ
(1)W̃λ]ρµ[νmω]m

ρmµ = m̄[σ
(1)W̃λ]ρµ[νm̄ω]m̄

ρm̄µ = 0 . (70)

Specifically, the 10 indepedent components of the tensor (1)W̃λρµν can also be described by 5 complex quantities
{Σi}5i=1, according to the following identity involving the null vectors:

(1)W̃λρµν = − 1

2

(

Σ2 + Σ̄2

)

({lλkρlµkν}+ {mλm̄ρmµm̄ν}) +
(

Σ2 − Σ̄2

)

{lλkρmµm̄ν}

− 1

2

(

Σ̄0{kλmρkµmν}+Σ0{kλm̄ρkµm̄ν}
)

− 1

2

(

Σ4{lλmρlµmν}+ Σ̄4{lλm̄ρlµm̄ν}
)

+
(

Σ2{lλmρkµm̄ν}+ Σ̄2{lλm̄ρkµmν}
)

− Σ̄1 ({lλkρkµmν}+ {kλmρmµm̄ν})− Σ1 ({lλkρkµm̄ν}+ {kλm̄ρm̄µmν})
+Σ3 ({lλkρlµmν} − {lλmρmµm̄ν}) + Σ̄3 ({lλkρlµm̄ν} − {lλm̄ρm̄µmν}) , (71)

where

Σ0 = − (1)W̃λρµν l
λmρlµmν , Σ1 = − (1)W̃λρµν l

λkρlµmν , Σ2 = − (1)W̃λρµν l
λmρm̄µkν , (72)

Σ3 = − (1)W̃λρµν l
λkρm̄µkν , Σ4 = − (1)W̃λρµνk

λm̄ρkµm̄ν , (73)

and

{wλxρyµzν} = wλxρyµzν−wλxρzµyν −xλwρyµzν +xλwρzµyν+yλzρwµxν −yλzρxµwν −zλyρwµxν +zλyρxµwν . (74)
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Algebraic type Segre characteristic Invariants Constraints with the principal null directions

I [1 1 1] I3 6= 12J2 No further constraints

II [2 1] I3 = 12J2 (1)W̃λρµ[νlω]l
ρlµ = 0

D [(1 1) 1] I3 = 12J2 (1)W̃λρµ[νkω]k
ρkµ = (1)W̃λρµ[νlω]l

ρlµ = 0

III [3] I = J = 0 (1)W̃λρµ[νlω]l
µ = 0

N [(2 1)] I = J = 0 (1)W̃λρµν l
µ = 0

O [−] I = J = 0 (1)W̃λρµν = 0

TABLE II: Algebraic types for the tensor (1)W̃λρµν .

From Expression (71), it is straightforward to obtain the following identities, which shall provide specific properties
for the different algebraic types of the classification:

l[σ
(1)W̃λ]ρµ[ν lω]l

ρlµ = −
(

Σ0m̄[σlλ]m̄[ν lω] + Σ̄0m[σlλ]m[ν lω]

)

, (75)

(1)W̃λρµ[ν lω]l
ρlµ = (Σ0m̄λ − Σ1lλ) m̄[ν lω] +

(

Σ̄0mλ − Σ̄1lλ
)

m[ν lω] , (76)

(1)W̃λρµ[νkω]k
ρkµ = Σ4mλm[νkω] + Σ̄4m̄λm̄[νkω] −

(

Σ3m[νkω] + Σ̄3m̄[νkω]

)

kλ , (77)

(1)W̃λρµ[ν lω]l
µ = 2Σ0m̄[λkρ]m̄[ν lω] + 2Σ̄0m[λkρ]m[ν lω] + 2Σ1(k[λlρ] − m̄[λmρ])m̄[ν lω]

+ 2Σ̄1(k[λlρ] + m̄[λmρ])m[ν lω] − 2Σ2m[λlρ]m̄[ν lω] − 2Σ̄2m̄[λlρ]m[ν lω] , (78)

(1)W̃λρµν l
µ = 2

[(

Σ3m[λlρ] + Σ̄3m̄[λlρ]
)

lν +
(

Σ0m̄[λkρ]m̄ν + Σ̄0m[λkρ]mν

)

+ Σ1

(

k[λlρ]m̄ν − m̄[λmρ]m̄ν − m̄[λkρ]lν
)

+ Σ̄1

(

k[λlρ]mν + m̄[λmρ]mν −m[λkρ]lν
)

+
(

Σ2 − Σ̄2

)

m̄[λmρ]lν −
(

Σ2 + Σ̄2

)

k[λlρ]lν − Σ2m[λlρ]m̄ν − Σ̄2m̄[λlρ]mν

]

. (79)

In that case, by performing a rotation defined by a complex function ǫ that keeps the null vector kµ fixed

k′µ = kµ , m′
µ = mµ + ǫ kµ , m̄′

µ = m̄µ + ǭ kµ , l′µ = lµ + ǭ mµ + ǫ m̄µ + |ǫ|2kµ , (80)

the complex quantities (72)-(73) are transformed as

Σ′
4 = Σ4 , Σ′

3 = Σ3 + ǫΣ4 , Σ′
2 = Σ2 + 2ǫΣ3 + ǫ2Σ4 , (81)

Σ′
1 = Σ1 + 3ǫΣ2 + 3ǫ2Σ3 + ǫ3Σ4 , (82)

Σ′
0 = Σ0 + 4ǫΣ1 + 6ǫ2Σ2 + 4ǫ3Σ3 + ǫ4Σ4 . (83)

Thereby, if we demand that Σ′
0 = 0 under the transformation (80), the corresponding multiplicities of the roots of the

quartic polynomial

Σ0 + 4ǫΣ1 + 6ǫ2Σ2 + 4ǫ3Σ3 + ǫ4Σ4 = 0 , (84)

lead to an algebraic classification which is equivalent to the one obtained from the eigenvalue problem (64)1:

l[σ
(1)W̃λ]ρµ[ν lω]l

ρlµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Σ0 = 0 , (85)

(1)W̃λρµ[ν lω]l
ρlµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Σ0 = Σ1 = 0 , (86)

(1)W̃λρµ[νkω]k
ρkµ = (1)W̃λρµ[ν lω]l

ρlµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Σ0 = Σ1 = Σ3 = Σ4 = 0 , (87)

(1)W̃λρµ[ν lω]l
µ = 0 ⇐⇒ Σ0 = Σ1 = Σ2 = 0 , (88)

(1)W̃λρµν l
µ = 0 ⇐⇒ Σ0 = Σ1 = Σ2 = Σ3 = 0 . (89)

The results arising from these two equivalent procedures can then be summarised in Table II.

1 For simplicity, we omit the tilde in the notation for each equivalence.
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B. Algebraic classification of ր̃R
(T )

λ[ρµν] and ր̃R(µν)

For the classification of the antisymmetrised traceless and pseudotraceless piece of the curvature tensor, it is
worthwhile to note the number of independent components for this piece is 9, in virtue of the relations

ր̃R(T )

3̂[1̂2̂3̂] = −ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂2̂1̂] , ր̃R(T )

2̂[1̂2̂3̂] = −ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂1̂3̂] , ր̃R(T )

1̂[1̂2̂3̂] = −ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂3̂2̂] , (90)

ր̃R(T )

3̂[0̂1̂3̂] = ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂2̂1̂] , ր̃R(T )

3̂[0̂2̂3̂] = −ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂2̂1̂] , ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂2̂3̂] = −ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂1̂3̂] , (91)

ր̃R(T )

3̂[0̂1̂2̂] = ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂3̂2̂] + ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂1̂3̂] − ր̃R(T )

0̂[1̂3̂2̂] . (92)

Without any loss of generality, we consider {ր̃R(T )

0̂[1̂3̂2̂], ր̃R
(T )

0̂[0̂2̂1̂], ր̃R
(T )

0̂[0̂1̂3̂], ր̃R
(T )

0̂[0̂3̂2̂], ր̃R
(T )

1̂[0̂2̂1̂], ր̃R
(T )

1̂[0̂1̂3̂], ր̃R
(T )

1̂[0̂3̂2̂], ր̃R
(T )

2̂[0̂2̂1̂], ր̃R
(T )

2̂[0̂1̂3̂]}
as the set of independent components for the aforementioned piece, which can be encoded in a second order symmetric
and traceless tensor

րMab =
1

6
ε(a

cdeր̃R(T )

b)[cde] , (93)

as follows:

րMab =















ր̃R(T )

0̂[1̂3̂2̂] ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂3̂2̂] ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂1̂3̂] ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂2̂1̂]

ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂3̂2̂] ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂3̂2̂] ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂1̂3̂] ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂2̂1̂]

ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂1̂3̂] ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂1̂3̂] ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂1̂3̂] ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂2̂1̂]

ր̃R(T )

0̂[0̂2̂1̂] ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂2̂1̂] ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂2̂1̂] ր̃R(T )

0̂[1̂3̂2̂] − ր̃R(T )

1̂[0̂3̂2̂] − ր̃R(T )

2̂[0̂1̂3̂]















. (94)

Likewise, we include the 9 independent components {ր̃R(0̂0̂), ր̃R(0̂1̂), ր̃R(0̂2̂), ր̃R(0̂3̂), ր̃R(1̂1̂), ր̃R(1̂2̂), ր̃R(1̂3̂), ր̃R(2̂2̂), ր̃R(2̂3̂)} in

the symmetric and traceless tensor

րNab =













ր̃R(0̂0̂) ր̃R(0̂1̂) ր̃R(0̂2̂) ր̃R(0̂3̂)

ր̃R(1̂0̂) ր̃R(1̂1̂) ր̃R(1̂2̂) ր̃R(1̂3̂)

ր̃R(2̂0̂) ր̃R(2̂1̂) ր̃R(2̂2̂) ր̃R(2̂3̂)

ր̃R(3̂0̂) ր̃R(3̂1̂) ր̃R(3̂2̂) ր̃R(0̂0̂) − ր̃R(1̂1̂) − ր̃R(2̂2̂)













. (95)

Accordingly, both tensors ր̃R(T )

λ[ρµν] and ր̃R(µν) obey the same class of algebraic classification, which can be directly
derived from the eigenvalue equations

րMa
bv

b = λva , (96)

րNa
bw

b = σwa . (97)

The respective characteristic polynomials can then be determined from the invariants

U1 = րMa
bրMb

a , V1 = րMa
bրM b

cրM c
a , W1 = րMa

bրMb
cրMc

dրMd
a , (98)

U2 = րNa
bրN b

a , V2 = րNa
bրN b

cրN c
a , W2 = րNa

bրN b
cրN c

dրNd
a , (99)

yielding

λ4 − U1

2
λ2 − V1

3
λ+

1

8

(

U2
1 − 2W1

)

= 0 , (100)

σ4 − U2

2
σ2 − V2

3
σ +

1

8

(

U2
2 − 2W2

)

= 0 . (101)

In particular, it is well-known that the corresponding multiplicities of the roots of these characteristic equations are
determined by certain combinations of signs given by the subsequent invariants [8, 60]:

U∗
1 = W ∗ 3

1 −
[

3U1W
∗
1 + 4

(

3V 2
1 − U3

1

)]2
, V ∗

1 = 2U1 − |W ∗
1 |1/2 , W ∗

1 = 7U2
1 − 12W1 , (102)

U∗
2 = W ∗ 3

2 −
[

3U1W
∗
2 + 4

(

3V 2
2 − U3

2

)]2
, V ∗

2 = 2U2 − |W ∗
2 |1/2 , W ∗

2 = 7U2
2 − 12W2 , (103)

leading to the 15 different algebraic types described in Tables III and IV.
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Segre characteristic Invariants

[1, 1 1 1] U∗
1 , V

∗
1 > 0

[Z Z̄ 1 1] U∗
1 < 0

[Z Z̄ (1 1)] U∗
1 = 0 , V ∗

1 < 0 , W ∗
1 > 0

[2 1 1] U∗
1 = 0 , V ∗

1 > 0 , W ∗
1 > 0

[1, 1 (1 1)] U∗
1 = 0 , V ∗

1 > 0 , W ∗
1 > 0

[(1, 1)1 1] U∗
1 = 0 , V ∗

1 > 0 , W ∗
1 > 0

[3 1] U∗
1 = W ∗

1 = 0 , V ∗
1 > 0

[(2 1) 1] U∗
1 = W ∗

1 = 0 , V ∗
1 > 0

[(1, 1 1) 1] U∗
1 = W ∗

1 = 0 , V ∗
1 > 0

[1, (1 1 1)] U∗
1 = W ∗

1 = 0 , V ∗
1 > 0

[2 (1 1)] U∗
1 = V ∗

1 = 0 , W ∗
1 > 0

[(1, 1) (1 1)] U∗
1 = V ∗

1 = 0 , W ∗
1 > 0

[(3 1)] U∗
1 = V ∗

1 = W ∗
1 = 0

[(2 1 1)] U∗
1 = V ∗

1 = W ∗
1 = 0

[(1, 1 1 1)] U∗
1 = V ∗

1 = W ∗
1 = 0

TABLE III: Algebraic types for the tensor ր̃R
(T )

λ[ρµν].

Segre characteristic Invariants

[1, 1 1 1] U∗
2 , V

∗
2 > 0

[Z Z̄ 1 1] U∗
2 < 0

[Z Z̄ (1 1)] U∗
2 = 0 , V ∗

2 < 0 , W ∗
2 > 0

[2 1 1] U∗
2 = 0 , V ∗

2 > 0 , W ∗
2 > 0

[1, 1 (1 1)] U∗
2 = 0 , V ∗

2 > 0 , W ∗
2 > 0

[(1, 1)1 1] U∗
2 = 0 , V ∗

2 > 0 , W ∗
2 > 0

[3 1] U∗
2 = W ∗

2 = 0 , V ∗
2 > 0

[(2 1) 1] U∗
2 = W ∗

2 = 0 , V ∗
2 > 0

[(1, 1 1) 1] U∗
2 = W ∗

2 = 0 , V ∗
2 > 0

[1, (1 1 1)] U∗
2 = W ∗

2 = 0 , V ∗
2 > 0

[2 (1 1)] U∗
2 = V ∗

2 = 0 , W ∗
2 > 0

[(1, 1) (1 1)] U∗
2 = V ∗

2 = 0 , W ∗
2 > 0

[(3 1)] U∗
2 = V ∗

2 = W ∗
2 = 0

[(2 1 1)] U∗
2 = V ∗

2 = W ∗
2 = 0

[(1, 1 1 1)] U∗
2 = V ∗

2 = W ∗
2 = 0

TABLE IV: Algebraic types for the tensor ր̃R(µν).

C. Algebraic classification of R̃
(T )

[µν] and R̃λ
λµν

For the algebraic classification of R̃
(T )
[µν] and R̃λ

λµν , we collect their components in the symmetric spinors

ΞAB =
1

2
εĊḊτµAĊτ

ν
BḊR̃

(T )
[µν] , (104)

ΥAB =
1

2
εĊḊτµAĊτ

ν
BḊR̃λ

λµν . (105)

Then, both quantities can be classified according to the eigenvalue equations for two different eigenspinors ξA and ζA:

ΞA
Bξ

B = λξA , (106)
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ΥA
Bζ

B = σζA , (107)

whose eigenvalues are given by the invariants

X = ΞABΞ
AB , Y = ΥABΥ

AB , (108)

as follows:

λ = ±
√

− X

2
, σ = ±

√

− Y

2
. (109)

In terms of the null vectors, the tensors R̃
(T )
[µν] and R̃λ

λµν satisfy the identities

R̃
(T )
[µν] = 2

[

Ω2k[µmν] + Ω̄2k[µm̄ν] − Ω0l[µm̄ν] − Ω̄0l[µmν] −
(

Ω1 + Ω̄1

)

k[µlν] +
(

Ω1 − Ω̄1

)

m[µm̄ν]

]

, (110)

R̃λ
λµν = 2

[

Π2k[µmν] + Π̄2k[µm̄ν] −Π0l[µm̄ν] − Π̄0l[µmν] −
(

Π1 + Π̄1

)

k[µlν] +
(

Π1 − Π̄1

)

m[µm̄ν]

]

, (111)

where

Ω0 = k[µmν]R̃
(T )
[µν] , Ω1 =

1

2

(

k[µlν] −m[µm̄ν]
)

R̃
(T )
[µν] , Ω2 = − l[µm̄ν]R̃

(T )
[µν] , (112)

Π0 = k[µmν]R̃λ
λµν , Π1 =

1

2

(

k[µlν] −m[µm̄ν]
)

R̃λ
λµν , Π2 = − l[µm̄ν]R̃λ

λµν , (113)

are six complex quantities encoding the independent components of these tensors. Thereby, a rotation of the form (80)
transforms the aforementioned quantities as

Ω′
0 = Ω0 , Ω′

1 = Ω1 + ǭΩ0 , Ω′
2 = Ω2 + 2ǭΩ1 + ǭ2Ω0 , (114)

Π′
0 = Π0 , Π′

1 = Π1 + ǭΠ0 , Π′
2 = Π2 + 2ǭΠ1 + ǭ2Π0 , (115)

which leads to an equivalent classification for the different multiplicities of the roots of the quadratic polynomials

Ω2 + 2ǭΩ1 + ǭ2Ω0 = 0 , (116)

Π2 + 2ǭΠ1 + ǭ2Π0 = 0 . (117)

Specifically, from the contractions
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]lλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]lν

)

lµ = 2
[

Ω2

(

k[µmν]l
µlλ − k[µmλ]l

µlν
)

+ Ω̄2

(

k[µm̄ν]l
µlλ − k[µm̄λ]l

µlν
)]

, (118)
(

R̃σ
σµν lλ − R̃σ

σµλlν
)

lµ = 2
[

Π2

(

k[µmν]l
µlλ − k[µmλ]l

µlν
)

+ Π̄2

(

k[µm̄ν]l
µlλ − k[µm̄λ]l

µlν
)]

, (119)
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]kλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]kν

)

kµ = − 2
[

Ω0

(

l[µm̄ν]k
µkλ − l[µm̄λ]k

µkν
)

+ Ω̄0

(

l[µmν]k
µkλ − l[µmλ]k

µkν
)]

, (120)
(

R̃σ
σµνkλ − R̃σ

σµλkν
)

kµ = − 2
[

Π0

(

l[µm̄ν]k
µkλ − l[µm̄λ]k

µkν
)

+ Π̄0

(

l[µmν]k
µkλ − l[µmλ]k

µkν
)]

, (121)

R̃
(T )
[µν]l

µ = 2
[

Ω2k[µmν] + Ω̄2k[µm̄ν] −
(

Ω1 + Ω̄1

)

k[µlν]
]

lµ , (122)

R̃σ
σµν l

µ = 2
[

Π2k[µmν] + Π̄2k[µm̄ν] −
(

Π1 + Π̄1

)

k[µlν]
]

lµ , (123)

it is clear to obtain the following set of equivalences:
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]lλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]lν

)

lµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Ω2 = 0 , (124)
(

R̃σ
σµν lλ − R̃σ

σµλlν
)

lµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Π2 = 0 , (125)
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]kλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]kν

)

kµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Ω0 = 0 , (126)
(

R̃σ
σµνkλ − R̃σ

σµλkν
)

kµ = 0 ⇐⇒ Π0 = 0 , (127)

R̃
(T )
[µν]l

µ = 0 ⇐⇒ Ω1 = Ω2 = 0 , (128)

R̃σ
σµν l

µ = 0 ⇐⇒ Π1 = Π2 = 0 , (129)

which provide the conditions
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]kλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]kν

)

kµ =
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]lλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]lν

)

lµ = 0 , (130)
(

R̃σ
σµνkλ − R̃σ

σµλkν
)

kµ =
(

R̃σ
σµν lλ − R̃σ

σµλlν
)

lµ = 0 , (131)

for the null vectors kµ and lµ to be principal null directions of the tensors R̃
(T )
[µν] and R̃λ

λµν , as well as the different

algebraic types of the classification, which is shown in Tables V and VI.
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Algebraic type Segre characteristic Invariants Constraints with the principal null directions

I [1 1] X 6= 0 No further constraints

N [2] X = 0 R̃
(T )

[µν]l
µ = 0

O [−] X = 0 R̃
(T )
[µν] = 0

TABLE V: Algebraic types for the tensor R̃
(T )
[µν].

Algebraic type Segre characteristic Invariants Constraints with the principal null directions

I [1 1] Y 6= 0 No further constraints

N [2] Y = 0 R̃λ
λµν l

µ = 0

O [−] Y = 0 R̃λ
λµν = 0

TABLE VI: Algebraic types for the tensor R̃λ
λµν .

IV. Application to stationary and axisymmetric space-times

The geometry of stationary and axisymmetric space-times underlays from two Killing vectors ∂t and ∂ϕ, which
generate time translations and rotations around a symmetry axis. In particular, the latter defines a regular two-
dimensional timelike surface of fixed points where it vanishes and provides a metric structure which is invariant under
the action of the rotation group SO(2) [2, 3]. Given the fact that these two Killing vectors are not mutually orthogonal,
the most general stationary and axisymmetric space-time satisfying circularity conditions can then be expressed with
only one nonvanishing off-diagonal component gtϕ [61]:

ds2 = Ψ1(r, ϑ) dt
2 − dr2

Ψ2(r, ϑ)
− r2Ψ3(r, ϑ)

[

dϑ2 + sin2 ϑ (dϕ−Ψ4(r, ϑ)dt)
2
]

, (132)

where (t, r, ϑ, ϕ) refer to spherical coordinates and {Ψi}4i=1 are four arbitrary functions depending on r and ϑ.
From a mathematical point of view, the search of solutions preserving both symmetries in metric-affine geometry

turns out to be a challenging task, in which highly nonlinear computations and convenient simplifications, such as the
imposition of consistency constraints or hidden symmetries, play a significant role. In this sense, the consideration
of a MAG model which can display both dynamical torsion and nonmetricity fields in such solutions is especially
important, since the different gravitational models of MAG generally show a large number of fundamental differences
that can prevent this possibility, even for static and spherically symmetric configurations [62–64].
Following these lines, recently it has been shown that a rotating Kerr-Newman space-time with dynamical torsion

and nonmetricity tensors holds in the decoupling limit between the orbital and the spin angular momentum [40],
which raises the search of a black hole solution displaying a gravitational spin-orbit interaction beyond this limit. In
this regard, an interesting route to address this problem is to explore whether or not the existing hidden symmetries
of the main black hole solutions of GR can also be satisfied in the present case. In particular, the most general type D
black hole solution of GR with two expanding and double principal null directions admits a nondegenerate conformal
Killing-Yano tensor, which allows a complete integrability of geodesics and a separability of wave equations [65–73]
(see [74, 75] for new and especially convenient forms of the solution in the framework of GR, which considerably
simplify the study of its physical properties). Thereby, in this section we shall consider the algebraic classification we
obtained previously and show that under the slow-rotation approximation the field strength tensors of torsion of the
complete solution cannot present double-aligned principal null directions preserving the type D algebraic structure of
the space-time.
In order to demonstrate this result, we can express the gravitational action of the purely torsional sector of the

model of the solution as

S =
1

64π

∫

d4x
√− g

(

− 4R− 6d1R̃λ[ρµν]R̃
λ[ρµν] − 9d1R̃λ[ρµν]R̃

µ[λνρ] + 8 d1R̃[µν]R̃
[µν]

)

, (133)

or, equivalently

S =
1

64π

∫

d4x
√− g

(

− 4R− 9d1ր̃R
(T )

λ[ρµν]ր̃R
(T )λ[ρµν] + 2d1R̃

(T )
[µν]R̃

(T )[µν] − d1
8

∗ R̃2
)

. (134)
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The metric and connection field equations can then be written in terms of the antisymmetrised part of the curvature
tensor and the antisymmetric Ricci tensor in the following way:

Gρ
σ =

3

2
d1

(

3R̃λ[ρµν]R̃
λ[σµν] − R̃ρ[λµν]R̃

σ[λµν]
)

+
9

2
d1R̃λ[ρµν]R̃

µ[σλν] − 4d1R̃[ρλ]R̃
[σλ] + 8πL̃ δρ

σ , (135)

0 = 2d1

{

∇ρ

[

gµνR̃[λρ] − gλνR̃[µρ] + gλρR̃[µν] − gµρR̃[λν]
]

− gλνKµ
σρR̃

[σρ] − gµνKσ
λ
ρR̃

[σρ]

+Kνλ
ρR̃

[µρ] +Kµ
ρ
λR̃[ρν] −Kρλ

ρR̃
[µν] +Kµν

ρR̃
[λρ] +Kρ

λµR̃[ρν] −Kµρ
ρR̃

[λν]
}

+3d1

{

∇ρ

(

R̃ρ[λµν] +
1

2
R̃λ[ρµν] − 1

2
R̃µ[ρλν] − R̃ν[ρλµ]

)

+ Kµ
σρ

(

R̃ρ[λσν] +
1

2
R̃λ[ρσν] − 1

2
R̃σ[ρλν] − R̃ν[ρλσ]

)

−Kσ
λ
ρ

(

R̃ρ[σµν] +
1

2
R̃σ[ρµν] − 1

2
R̃µ[ρσν] − R̃ν[ρσµ]

)}

, (136)

where L̃ represents the quadratic order of the Lagrangian density. A first look at the metric field equation (135)
clearly shows that the corrections to the Einstein equations provided by the torsion tensor of the model are traceless,
which means that the corresponding stationary and axisymmetric solution must be scalar-flat, in the sense that the
Riemannian Ricci scalar vanishes.
It is worthwhile to stress that the form of the antisymmetrised part of the curvature tensor that solves the metric

field equation (135) can be straightforwardly determined by assuming the slow-rotation approximation. In this case,
the metric tensor and the antisymmetrised part of the curvature tensor of the solution can be described up to the
first order of the parameter a by three functions {fi}3i=1 and sixteen functions {ai}16i=1, respectively:

ds2 =
(

Ψ(r) + a f1(r, ϑ)
)

dt2 −
( 1

Ψ(r)
+ a

f2(r, ϑ)

Ψ(r)2

)

dr2 − r2 sin2 ϑ dϕ2 + 2a
(

1−Ψ(r)− f3(r, ϑ)
)

sin2 ϑ dt dϕ , (137)

R̃t
[trϑ] = a a1(r, ϑ) , R̃r

[trϑ] = a a2(r, ϑ) , R̃ϑ
[trϑ] = a a3(r, ϑ) , R̃ϕ

[trϑ] = a a4(r, ϑ) , (138)

R̃t
[trϕ] = a a5(r, ϑ) , R̃r

[trϕ] = a a6(r, ϑ) , R̃ϑ
[trϕ] = a a7(r, ϑ) , R̃ϕ

[trϕ] = a a8(r, ϑ) , (139)

R̃t
[tϑϕ] = − 1

3
κs sinϑ+ a a9(r, ϑ) , R̃

r
[tϑϕ] =

1

3
Ψ(r)κs sinϑ+ a a10(r, ϑ) , R̃ϑ

[tϑϕ] = a a11(r, ϑ) , R̃ϕ
[tϑϕ] = a a12(r, ϑ) ,

(140)

R̃t
[rϑϕ] =

κs sinϑ

3Ψ(r)
+ a a13(r, ϑ) , R̃r

[rϑϕ] = − 1

3
κs sinϑ+ a a14(r, ϑ) , R̃ϑ

[rϑϕ] = a a15(r, ϑ) , R̃ϕ
[rϑϕ] = a a16(r, ϑ) ,

(141)

where

Ψ(r) = 1− 2m

r
+

d1κ
2
s

r2
. (142)

Then, by expanding the metric field equation (135) in the slow-rotation approximation, we find that the relations

a9 = a14 , a15 =
a6 + a11

Ψ
− a5 , a16 =

a2 + a12
Ψ

− a1 , (143)

d1κsa1Ψ =

{

1

6

[

Ψ
(

2f3 − r2f3,rr
)

− f3,ϑϑ

]

+
2d1κ

2
s (f3 − 1)

3r2

}

sinϑ− 1

2
cosϑf3,ϑ + d1κsa2 , (144)

d1κsa4Ψsin2 ϑ =
1

12

{

r2Ψ′ (f1,r − f2,r)− 2Ψ
[

r2f1,rr + 2r(f2,r + f1,r) + 2f1
]

+ (f2,ϑϑ − f1,ϑϑ)

+ (f2 − f1)

[

r2Ψ′2

Ψ
− 4rΨ′ − 8Ψ + 4− 8d1κ

2
s

r2

]}

sinϑ+
1

4
(f2,ϑ − f1,ϑ) cosϑ− d1κsa7Ψ , (145)

d1κsa5Ψ
2 =

1

12
r sinϑ

[

2rΨf1,rϑ − (rΨ′ + 2Ψ) (f1,ϑ − f2,ϑ)
]

+ d1κsa6Ψ , (146)

d1κsa10 =

{

1

24
r2
[

2r
(

Ψ′ (f1 − f2) + Ψ (f2,r − f1,r)
)

− f1,ϑϑ − f2,ϑϑ

]

+
1

3
d1κ

2
s(f1 + f2)

}

sinϑ
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− 1

24
r2 cosϑ (f1,ϑ + f2,ϑ) + d1κsa13Ψ

2 , (147)

d1κsa14Ψ =

{

1

48
r2
[

6rΨ′ (f2 − f1) + 2Ψ (3rf1,r + 5rf2,r + 8f2) + 3f1,ϑϑ − 5f2,ϑϑ

]

+
1

6
d1κ

2
s (f1 + f2)

}

sinϑ

+
1

48
r2 cosϑ (3f1,ϑ − 5f2,ϑ) + d1κsa13Ψ

2 . (148)

turn out to solve all the components of this equation, except the component ϕ–ϕ that essentially describes the
scalar-flat condition of the space-time, namely:

0 = r {2Ψ [rf1,rr + 2 (f1,r + f2,r)] + rΨ′ (f2,r − f1,r)}+ 2 (f1,ϑϑ − f2,ϑϑ) + 2 cotϑ (f1,ϑ − f2,ϑ)

+ (f1 − f2)

(

r2Ψ′2

Ψ
− 4rΨ′ − 4Ψ− 8d1κ

2
s

r2
+ 4

)

+ 4Ψf2 . (149)

For simplicity in the notation, we use prime to denote total derivatives of the metric function Ψ(r) and comma for
the partial derivatives of the additional metric functions fi(r, ϑ) with respect to r or ϑ (e.g. f3,rϑ = ∂2f3/∂r∂ϑ).
On the other hand, the expressions for three metric functions fi(r, ϑ) associated with a type D Riemannian Weyl

tensor turn out to be further constrained. In this sense, it is worthwhile to stress that the static and spherically
symmetric part of the solution trivially satisfies this condition, but this is not the case for a general stationary and
axisymmetric configuration. Therefore, preserving the type D algebraic structure of the space-time from staticity
and spherical symmetry to stationarity and axial symmetry constitutes an additional assumption that the complete
solution may or may not satisfy.
In order to shed light on this possibility, we introduce the null vectors reproducing the slowly rotating space-time

described by the line element (137) as follows:

kµ =

{

1√
2Ψ

− af1

2
√
2ΨΨ

+
aF1√
2rΨ

,

√

Ψ

2
+

af2

2
√
2Ψ

+
aF1√
2r

,− a (G1 −G3) sinϑ, aG4

}

, (150)

lµ =

{

1√
2Ψ

− af1

2
√
2ΨΨ

− aF1√
2rΨ

,−
√

Ψ

2
− af2

2
√
2Ψ

+
aF1√
2r

, aG1 sinϑ, aG2

}

, (151)

mµ =

{

a

[

1√
2r

+
f3 − 1√
2rΨ

+
r (G2 +G4 + iG3)

2
√
Ψ

]

sinϑ ,
1

2
ar (G2 −G4 + 2iG1 − iG3)

√
Ψsinϑ ,

i√
2r

− aF2 sinϑ√
2r

,
cscϑ√
2r

+
iaF2√
2r

}

(152)

m̄µ =

{

a

[

1√
2r

+
f3 − 1√
2rΨ

+
r (G2 +G4 − iG3)

2
√
Ψ

]

sinϑ,
1

2
ar (G2 −G4 − 2iG1 + iG3)

√
Ψsinϑ ,

− i√
2r

− aF2 sinϑ√
2r

,
cscϑ√
2r

− iaF2√
2r

}

, (153)

where {Fi}2i=1 and {Gi}4i=1 are six arbitrary real functions depending on the coordinates r and ϑ. Then, the condition
such that the null vectors represent principal null directions of the Riemannian Weyl tensor

k[σWλ]ρµ[νkω]k
ρkµ = l[σWλ]ρµ[ν lω]l

ρlµ = m[σWλ]ρµ[νmω]m
ρmµ = m̄[σWλ]ρµ[νm̄ω]m̄

ρm̄µ = 0 , (154)

is reduced to the following differential equations involving the metric functions:

f1,ϑϑ + f2,ϑϑ = cotϑ (f1,ϑ + f2,ϑ) , f3,rϑ =
Ψ′

Ψ
f3,ϑ , (155)

which allows us to find the following solution for f3:

f3(r, ϑ) = f3a(r) + Ψ(r)f3b(ϑ) , (156)

where f3a and f3b are two integration functions. Additionally, the condition for the Riemannian Weyl tensor to be
type D reads:

Wλρµ[νkω]k
ρkµ = Wλρµ[ν lω]l

ρlµ = 0 , (157)
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which determines the form of the functions Gi as follows:

G1(r, ϑ) =
rΨ′ (f1,ϑ − f2,ϑ) + 2Ψ (f1,ϑ − rf1,rϑ + f2,ϑ)

2
√
2ΨrΨsinϑ (r2Ψ′′ − 2rΨ′ + 2Ψ− 2)

, G3(r, ϑ) = 0 , (158)

G2(r, ϑ) = G4(r, ϑ) =
f3

(

2rΨ′ + 2− r2Ψ′′
)

+Ψ
(

r2f3,rr − 2rf3,r + 2
)

− f3,ϑϑ − 3 cotϑf3,ϑ + r2Ψ′′ − 2rΨ′ − 2√
2Ψr2 (r2Ψ′′ − 2rΨ′ + 2Ψ− 2)

.

(159)

Thus, the null vectors satisfying the conditions (154) and (157) read

kµ =

{

1√
2Ψ

− af1

2
√
2ΨΨ

+
aF1√
2rΨ

,

√

Ψ

2
+

af2

2
√
2Ψ

+
aF1√
2r

,−aG1, aG2

}

, (160)

lµ =

{

1√
2Ψ

− af1

2
√
2ΨΨ

− aF1√
2rΨ

,−
√

Ψ

2
− af2

2
√
2Ψ

+
aF1√
2r

, aG1, aG2

}

, (161)

mµ =

{

a

[

1√
2r

+
f3 − 1√
2rΨ

+
G2r√
Ψ

]

sinϑ, iarG1

√
Ψ,

i√
2r

− aF2 sinϑ√
2r

,
cscϑ√
2r

+
iaF2√
2r

}

(162)

m̄µ =

{

a

[

1√
2r

+
f3 − 1√
2rΨ

+
G2r√
Ψ

]

sinϑ,− iarG1

√
Ψ,− i√

2r
− aF2 sinϑ√

2r
,
cscϑ√
2r

− iaF2√
2r

}

. (163)

where {Gi}2i=1 are given by Eqs. (158)-(159), and {Fi}2i=1 remain as arbitrary functions depending on r and ϑ.
Let us now impose that the antisymmetric part of the Ricci tensor is doubly aligned with the principal null directions

kµ and lµ of the Riemannian Weyl tensor. Such a condition has the same form as the Expression (130), which was
obtained in Sec. III C for the algebraic classification of the antisymmetric Ricci tensor, namely:

(

R̃
(T )
[µν]kλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]kν

)

kµ =
(

R̃
(T )
[µν]lλ − R̃

(T )
[µλ]lν

)

lµ = 0 . (164)

This condition can then be easily solved, setting the following four relations:

a16 = − a1 , a11 = − a6 , a12 = a2 −
2
√
2Ψ

3
κsG2 sinϑ , a15 = a5 +

4

3
√
2Ψ

κsG1 sin
2 ϑ . (165)

As for the spin connection of the solution fulfilling stationary and axisymmetric conditions, it can be referred to
the tetrad field

ϑa
µ =











1
2 (Ψ + 1) + a(Ψ+1)f1

4Ψ
Ψ−1
2Ψ − a(Ψ−1)f2

4Ψ2 0 −a(Ψ+1) sin2 ϑ
2Ψ (f3 +Ψ− 1)

1
2 (Ψ− 1) + a(Ψ−1)f1

4Ψ
Ψ+1
2Ψ − a(Ψ+1)f2

4Ψ2 0 −a(Ψ−1) sin2 ϑ
2Ψ (f3 +Ψ− 1)

0 0 r 0

0 0 0 r sinϑ











, (166)

in terms of 24 independent functions qi(r, ϑ) as follows:

w0̂1̂ = a (q1dt+ q2dr + q3dϑ+ q4dϕ) , (167)

w0̂2̂ = − 1

2
dϑ+ a (q5dt+ q6dr + q7dϑ+ q8dϕ) , (168)

w0̂3̂ = − 1

2
sinϑdϕ+ a (q9dt+ q10dr + q11dϑ+ q12dϕ) , (169)

w1̂2̂ =
1

2
dϑ+ a (q13dt+ q14dr + q15dϑ+ q16dϕ) , (170)

w1̂3̂ =
1

2
sinϑdϕ+ a (q17dt+ q18dr + q19dϑ+ q20dϕ) , (171)

w2̂3̂ = − κs

r
dt+

κs

rΨ
dr + cosϑdϕ+ a (q21dt+ q22dr + q23dϑ+ q24dϕ) . (172)

Then, by replacing the condition (165) for the antisymmetric Ricci tensor, as well as the solution (143)-(148) of the
metric field equation into the component ϑ–ϕ–ϕ of the connection field equation (136), we find:

q9 =
1

24d1κ2
s r

2 (r2Ψ+ d1κ2
s − r2)2
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− 6(Ψ− 1)Ψ
(

3Ψ2
r
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2
s r
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4
s +

(
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2
κ
2
s − 6r4

)

Ψ
)

sinϑf3,rrrr
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(
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(
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, (173)

where we have further used the components R̃t
[trϑ], R̃

r
[trϑ], R̃

ϕ
[tϑϕ] and R̃ϕ

[rϑϕ] of the antisymmetrised curvature
tensor defined in (138)-(141) to rewrite the expression in terms of qi instead of ai. By doing the same substitution
and using Eq. (173) in the component t–r–ϑ of the connection field equation (136), we arrive at

0 = 192d1r
2Ψsinϑ

(

κsmr − d1κ
3
s

)2 − 4r7Ψ2f3,rrr sinϑ
(

9mr − 8d1κ
2
s

) (

mr − d1κ
2
s

)

− 4r2 (f3,ϑϑ sinϑ+ 3f3,ϑ cosϑ)
[

−20d31κ
6
s + 59d21κ

4
smr + d1κ
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smr2(r − 58m) + 18m3r3
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− 4r4Ψf3,rr sinϑ
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2d31κ
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4
sr(18r − 23m) + d1κ
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smr2(40m− 37r) + 18m2r3(r −m)
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+8r3Ψf3,r sinϑ
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23d31κ
6
s + d21κ

4
sr(9r − 65m) + d1κ
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smr2(61m− 19r) + 9m2r3(r − 2m)
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+8r2Ψf3 sinϑ
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−44d31κ
6
s + 107d21κ

4
smr + d1κ

2
smr2(r − 82m) + 18m3r3

]

. (174)

where we have further used Eq. (155) and replaced the form of the metric function Ψ(r) as (142). From this expression,
it is straightforward to note that the case where f3 = 0 is not satisfied, which means that the previous conditions
are incompatible with the field equations of the model for that case. If we consider the nontrivial form (156) for the
function f3, it is easy find that for f3a(r) = 0 the aforementioned function is f3(r, ϑ) = Ψ(r) (c1 + c2 cosϑ) csc

2 ϑ when
d1κs = 0, where c′1 and c′2 are two integration constants. However, when d1κs 6= 0 and f3a(r) = 0, the equation has
no solutions. Finally, if f3a(r) 6= 0, then it is possible to find the following nontrivial solution to Eq. (174):

f3(r, ϑ) = 1 + (c1 − 1)Ψ(r) + c3r
2 +Ψ(r)

[

c1
(

1 + cos2 ϑ
)

+ c2
]

csc2 ϑ , (175)

where {ci}3i=1 are three integration constants. Nevertheless, this function modifies the off-diagonal component of the
metric tensor as

gtϕ = − a
[

(2c1 + c2)Ψ(r) + c3r
2 sin2 ϑ

]

, (176)

which clearly switches off the contribution of the Kerr angular momentum to the geometry of the space-time. In fact,
it can be shown that the case with c1 = c3 = 0 provides a simple solution of the field equations for

q3(r, ϑ) = q3(ϑ) , q24(r, ϑ) =
c2
r

+ q3(ϑ) sinϑ , (177)

whereas the rest of axisymmetric metric and connection functions are zero, which reduces the form of the metric
tensor as

ds2 = Ψ(r)dt2 − dr2

Ψ(r)
− r2 sin2 ϑ dϕ2 − 2ac2Ψ(r) dt dϕ . (178)

Therefore, for a circular and slowly rotating configuration, the antisymmetric part of the Ricci tensor of the complete
solution cannot present double-aligned principal null directions kµ and lµ preserving the type D algebraic structure of
the Kerr-Newman space-time. In this sense, it is important to stress that our analysis does not exclude the possibility
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in which the antisymmetric Ricci tensor is aligned with respect to one real null vector alone. Indeed, other solutions
to the Einstein-Maxwell equations with an electromagnetic field which is only aligned to one of the principal null
directions of the Weyl tensor are known in the framework of GR [76]. Likewise, black hole geometries are not only
restricted to algebraically special configurations, but algebraically general solutions have also been reported in the
literature [77–80]. Thus, assuming that the gravitational spin-orbit interaction can be treated as a perturbative
effect, in agreement with the slow-rotation approximation, the final form of the solution must present a rich algebraic
structure, which at the same time represents a mathematical challenge for the resolution of the field equations in
stationary and axisymmetric space-times.

V. Conclusions

The role of algebraic classification in GR has shown to be of great importance in order to unravel different aspects
of the theory and to find out relevant solutions to the Einstein’s field equations, such as the Kerr solution describing
the geometry of a rotating black hole [2, 3]. Therefore, the same is expected to hold in MAG, where the torsion and
nonmetricity tensors are included in the geometrical scheme.
Following these lines, in this work we have addressed the problem of algebraic classification in MAG and obtained

the different algebraic types of the irreducible parts of the curvature tensor in Weyl-Cartan geometry. For this task,
first we have considered the irreducible decomposition of the curvature tensor in general metric-affine geometries,
which can be associated with a list of 11 building blocks (45) that include both Riemannian and post-Riemannian
quantities. Particularisation to Weyl-Cartan geometry reduces then the number of building blocks to the list (47),

whose nontrivial algebraic types are displayed in Tables II, III, IV, V and VI. In summary, the tensors ր̃R(T )

λ[ρµν] and

ր̃R(µν) turn out to have 15 possible algebraic types, the tensor (1)W̃λρµν has 6, and the tensors R̃
(T )
[µν] and R̃λ

λµν have 3.

In this sense, the physical interpretation of all these algebraic types in accordance with the torsion and nonmetricity
tensors is still unknown and should be clarified as new solutions to the field equations of MAG appear in the literature.
Accordingly, the results are expected to serve as a guiding principle in the search and analysis of solutions in

the presence of dynamical torsion and nonmetricity, such as black holes and stars with intrinsic hypermomentum,
gravitational waves and cosmological systems. As an application, we consider a MAG model which embodies a Kerr-
Newman black hole in the decoupling limit between the orbital and the spin angular momentum [40], in order to
demonstrate that the standard type D algebraic structure of this solution cannot be preserved beyond the decoupling
limit, where the gravitational spin-orbit interaction is sufficiently important to modify the geometry of the space-time.
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A. Building blocks of the irreducible decomposition of the curvature tensor in general metric-affine

geometries

The expressions of the 11 building blocks of the irreducible decomposition (16) in general metric-affine geometries,
can be written in terms of the torsion and nonmetricity tensors as follows

ր̃R(µν) = րRµν +∇λT(µν)
λ −∇(µT

λ
ν)λ +

1

2
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(
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It is straightforward to note that the building blocks (A1), (A7) and (A9) include both Riemannian and post-
Riemannian contributions, whereas the rest of building blocks are purely post-Riemannian quantities. In particular,
the Holst pseudoscalar and the building blocks denoted by a superscript T are nontrivial only in the presence of
torsion, the homothetic component of the curvature tensor is determined by the trace of nonmetricity, and the rest
of building blocks denoted by a superscript Q, together with the building block (A8), vanish in the absence of the
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traceless part of the nonmetricity tensor.
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[26] J. Lu and G. Chee, “Cosmology in Poincaré gauge gravity with a pseudoscalar torsion,” JHEP 05 (2016) 024,
arXiv:1601.03943 [gr-qc].

[27] J. A. R. Cembranos and J. Gigante Valcarcel, “New torsion black hole solutions in Poincaré gauge theory,”
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[72] P. Krtouš, V. P. Frolov, and D. Kubizňák, “Separation of Maxwell equations in Kerr–NUT–(A)dS spacetimes,”

Nucl. Phys. B 934 (2018) 7–38, arXiv:1803.02485 [hep-th].
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