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ON THE ZETA FUNCTION OF
A COMPLETE INTERSECTION

By ALan ADOLPHSON#* anp SteveN SPERBER

ABSTRACT. — In this article, we compute the p-adic Dwork cohomology of a smooth complete intersection in
T™ x A" or PV over a finite field (where T™ is the m-torus). As an application, we prove the “Katz Conjecture”
(i.e., the assertion that the Newton polygon lies over the Hodge polygon) for such varieties. This result is new in
the case of T™ x A". (The case of PV is due to Mazur [14].)

1. Introduction

In [9], Dwork developed a p-adic cohomology theory for smooth projective hypersurfaces
over finite fields. Given f € F,[zo,z;,...,2n], a form of degree d defined over the field
of ¢ = p* elements, Dwork constructed a complex KPV(f) of p-adic Banach spaces.
When the hypersurface V(f) defined by the vanishing of f in P¥ is nonsingular and
has nonsingular intersection with every coordinate variety Haq = m{x, = 0}, where

i€A

AcCS=1{0,...,N}, A# S, then the complex KP"(f) is acyclic except in degree 0.
The characteristic polynomial of Frobenius acting on Hj gives the primitive part of the
middle-dimensional factor of the zeta function of V(f). From this vantage point, there
remained the problems of extending this work to varieties other than hypersurfaces, as
well as to treat even in the hypersurface case open or singular varieties. Of course, the
development of crystalline cohomology and rigid cohomology provided an excellent basis
for these generalizations.

Our goal in the present paper is to use the approach of exponential modules or twisted de
Rham theory pioneered by Dwork in the hypersurface case to treat complete intersections.
In this we are continuing the early work of Ireland [11] and Barshay [4], who studied
projective and multiprojective complete intersections from this point of view also. In their
work, they constructed a complex of p-adic Banach spaces K P (related to the complex
K.(S,8S) of section 6 below), proved the acyclicity except in degree 0 of this complex
in the smooth case, and related the characteristic polynomial of Frobenius acting on Hy
to the zeta function of the complete intersection defined by the simultaneous vanishing of
forms fi,..., fr € Fy[zo,...,zy] in PY. Specifically, they showed that this characteristic
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288 A. ADOLPHSON AND S. SPERBER

polynomial equals a product of certain factors (which the Weil conjectures imply are
polynomials), from which they concluded this polynomial has the correct degree. They
were unable to show the factors themselves are polynomials. In particular, they were
unable to construct a finite-dimensional p-adic vector space with action of Frobenius
whose characteristic polynomial is the interesting factor of the zeta function of a smooth
projective complete intersection. We construct such a theory here.

The main application of our work that we give here is a proof of the “Katz Conjecture”
(i.e., the assertion that the Newton polygon lies above the Hodge polygon: see [14]) for
general smooth complete intersections in an affine space or a torus (as well as another proof
in the projective case). Previously, such results were known only in the proper case. We
note also that our approach eliminates the need to treat separately the case of hypersurfaces
of degree divisible by p (compare [9], [10]). In a future article, we plan to describe
the relation between the theory developed here and classical de Rham cohomology. In
particular, we believe that the description we give here of middle-dimensional cohomology
and of a procedure for finding a basis for it should be useful in calculations involving
the Gauss-Manin connection.

We describe our results more precisely. In the present work we study both
open smooth complete intersections (in T™ x A™) in sections 2-5 and projective
smooth complete intersections in sections 6-7. In the open case, we let fi,...,f,. €
F, 21, . Tontn, (1 - 2m)"'] be Laurent polynomials and V be the variety in
T™ x A"™ defined by the simultancous vanishing of the f;’s. If we set ¢ =

-
me+n+jfj(:1;1, ee oy Tman)> then is is well-known that
j=1

L(T™ x A" x A", 9;t) = Z(V/F;q"t),

where the right-hand side is the zeta function of V and the left-hand side is the L-function
of the exponential sum associated to g. It is also known from our earlier work [1] that,
with S = {1,...,m+n+r}, S ={m+1,...,m+n+r}, there is a complex of p-adic
Banach spaces K.(S, S,r) which satisfies

)(;1)m+n+v'+]

(1.1) L(T™x A" x A", g;t = det(I — tFrob | K.(S, Sar)),

where the right-hand side is shorthand for the alternating product of characteristic series
of Frobenius acting on the complex K.(S,S,¢). While we have studied L-functions such
as (1.1) in the past, our earlier results need further refinements here. Even if we make
appropriate hypothesis on the f; to ensure that g is nondegenerate (in the sense of
Kouchnirenko [13]), the polynomial ¢ is not commode (in the sense of {1]) with respect
to the set Squ = {m+n+1,...,m+n+r} (and therefore, a fortiori, not commode with
respect to Sae). Setting ,pqnt1 = - = Tmintr = 0 in g gives the zero polynomial, ie.,
this substitution causes the dimension of its Newton polyhedron to drop by m + n + r,
rather than simply r which is what the condition of being commode requires. We are
nevertheless able to calculate H,(K.(S,Sa)) in the open case of a smooth complete
intersection V in T™ x A™. Using this result, we are able to show that the Newton
polygon of the primitive part of the middle-dimensional factor of the zeta function of V'
lies over its corresponding Hodge polygon.
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ON THE ZETA FUNCTION OF A COMPLETE INTERSECTION 289

In the projective case we change our enumeration and notation, letting fi,..., f,
T

be forms in Fgyfzg,...,zn]. Let g = Z$N+jfj(.’l,‘0,...,l']\j), S ={0,1,...,N +r},
=1

Sp = {0,1,...,N}, Squ = {N + 1,]...,N + r}. The projective case is thus more
complicated even when ¢ is nondegenerate since the Newton polyhedron has dimension
N + 7 rather that N 4+ r + 1 (= |S|) and since g vanishes when one specializes all the
variables in either S, or S, to be 0. As we noted above, Ireland [11] was able to compute
the homology of KP¥ in the smooth case. Here we compute the homology of K.(S, S) and
show that the characteristic polynomial of Frobenius acting on Hj gives the primitive part
of the middle-dimensional factor of the zeta function of the smooth projective complete
intersection defined by the simultaneous vanishing of the f;’s in P?. Our main technical
tools in this analysis are some properties of Koszul complexes which we specify explicitly
in the appendix. It is interesting that these properties are, in the case of a hypersurface
defined by the vanishing of a form f, sufficient to guarantee that

det(I — tFrob | KD ()"0 = Z(V(f)/Fg;qt)(1 = qt) -~ (1 = VD)

even in the case f is singular. In the projective case, we also compare Newton and
Hodge polygons giving another proof of Mazur’s theorem [14]. In the course of this, we
specify a basis (valid for a Zariski open set of the moduli space of complete intersections
with specified degrees) for the primitive middle-dimensional cohomology of a projective
complete intersection, which may prove useful in explicit calculations.

The outline of the paper is as follows. In section 2, we compute the homology of
the complex K.(S, S.s), which gives the zeta function of a smooth complete intersection
in T™ x A™ (Theorem 2.19). In order to estimate the Newton polygon of Frobenius
acting on homology, we need a more precise description of a basis for these homology
spaces. In section 3, we obtain such a description for K.'(S, Sat), the “reduction mod
p” of K.(S, Sas), by first obtaining such a description for its associated graded complex
K (S, Sat) (Theorems 3.26 and 3.37). We then explain in section 4 how this lifts to a basis
for the homology of K.(S, S.f), which in turn leads to a lower bound for the Newton
polygon of Frobenius acting on homology (Theorem 4.13). In section 5, we identify this
lower bound with a Hodge polygon by using the ideas of [6] to explicitly compute the
Hodge polygon of a general complete intersection in (T™ x A™)c. In sections 6 and 7,
we repeat the above procedure for smooth complete intersections in P?¥. Here some of our
arguments are sketchier, because they are analogous to the case T™ x A"™ and because the
result in the projective case is already known [14]. In section 8, we collect some general
results on complexes that are useful in sections 6 and 7.

2. Cohomology of toric and affine complete intersections
Let p be a prime number, ¢ = p%, and let F, be the finite field of ¢ elements.
Let T™ be the m-torus over F, (i.e., T™ is the product over F, of m copies of
the multiplicative group) and let A™ be affine n-space over F,. Put N = m + n.

Take fi,...,fr € Fylz1,...,2n,(x1 - Tm)71] and let V C T™ x A" be the variety

ANNALES SCIENTIFIQUES DE L’ECOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE



290 A. ADOLPHSON AND S. SPERBER

fi =---= fr = 0. We allow the possibility that m or n is zero. Let V(F ;) be the
set of F,.-rational points of V and let N (V) be its cardinality. The zeta function of
V is defined to be

Z(V/F ;1) = exp (i Ns(V)§>.

s=1

We begin by re-expressing Z(V/F;t) in terms of L-functions of certain exponential sums.
Fix a nontrivial additive character ¥ : F, — C* and let ¥, = ¥ oTracep . /r, : Fgs —
C*. For an F,-regular function A on an F,-variety X, define

So(X,h)= Y W(h(z)),

T€EX(Fys)
o0 ts
L{(X, h;t) = Ss(X,h)—|.
(15t = exp(( 38,061 )
We introduce dummy variables zn41,...,Z N4, and put
g=anmfi(z,.. . an)+ o fo(zr, . on) € Ry, an g (21 2m) 7Y

It is easily seen that

(21) qTSNS(V) = Z Z ‘Ils(g(xlw"uxN-H“))a

@1y €F Tmt 1y @N 1r E€Fgo
or equivalently,
(2.2) Z(V[Fg;q"t) = L(T™ x A™ x A", g; t).
Put A’ = A"\ {(0,...,0)}. Since g vanishes identically on T™ x A" x {(0,...,0)},
an easy calculation gives
(2.3)  Z(V/Fg;q't) = L(T™ x A" x A’ g;t) ﬁ(1 — gty ()T
3=0

We regroup terms as follows. Define a rational function P(¢) by

r—n—1 . —N-r1
(24) P(t) = (L(T"‘ x A" x Al git) ] (1- gty (70T ) ,
7=0
so that (2.3) becomes
N 1 Nor . N—r—j—1
(2.5) Z(V/Fy;q7t) = (P()(1 - ¢ t) T )Y T (1= gty G )07
Jj=1

where we understand (Z) =01if b < 0 or b > a. We shall identify the factors on the

right-hand side with the action of Frobenius on p-adic cohomology spaces when V is
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ON THE ZETA FUNCTION OF A COMPLETE INTERSECTION 291

sufficiently smooth. In particular, P(¢) will be the polynomial corresponding to the action
of Frobenius on the primitive part of middle-dimensional cohomology. For purposes of
induction on 7, it will be convenient to allow r = 0. In this situation, we understand that
V =T™x A" and P(t) = 1.

We apply the theory of [1] to the L-function L(T™ x A™ x A", g;t). For a Laurent
polynomial h over any field in variables z,,27", . .., zx, 2} ', we denote by supp(h) C R*
the set of exponents of the monomials appearing in h, thought of as lattice points in R*.
Let A C RM*" be the convex hull of the origin and supp(g). Let C(A) be the real
cone generated by A, i.e., the collection of all nonnegative real multiples of points of
A. Put M = ZV*" N C(A). For u = (u1,...,un+r) € C(A), define its weight w(u)
by w(u) = uyy1 + - + Ungr. :

Let Qo = Q,(¢p,{q-1), where Q,, denotes the p-adic numbers and ¢, and {;,_; denote
primitive p-th and (g — 1)-st roots of unity, respectively. We normalize the p-adic valuation
ord on 2y by setting ord p = 1. Let Oy be the ring of integers of €2y and let 7 € Oy be
a uniformizing parameter, so ord 7 = 1/{(p — 1). A key role will be played by the p-adic
Banach space B and its unit ball B(Oy):

B= {Z A, g | A, € Qq, Ay — 0 as u — oo},
ueM .

B(Oo) = {Z A, 7™z € B| A, € O for all u}.
u€EM

The norm on B is defined by
A, w4 = sup |4yl
D)) I = sup |Au]
It will be useful to consider some related spaces as well. For b,c € R, b > 0, define

L(b,c) = { Y Auz® | Ay € Do, ord A, > bw(u) + c},

ueM

L(b) = | J L(b,c).

ceR

Note that we have L(b) C B C L(1/{(p—1)) for b > 1/(p — 1).
Define an operator 1) on formal power series over M by

z/)(z Auz¥) = Z Ay,

uEM u€M

Observe that (L(b,c)) C L(pb,c). Associated to g is a series Fo(x) € L(p/q(p — 1),0)
(see [1, equation (1.15)]) with the following property. Put o = 3* o Fy, the composition of
%* with multiplication by Fy(z), where a = [F, : F,|. Then « is a completely continuous
Qo-linear endomorphism of B and of L(b) for 0 < b < p/(p — 1). Furthermore,

(2.6) L(TN*" g; t)(_l)NMV1 = det(I — ta)‘SNM,
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292 A. ADOLPHSON AND S. SPERBER

where det(] — ta) is the Fredholm determinant of « as operator on B or any of the L(b),
0<b<p/(p—1), and § is the operator on formal power series in ¢ with constant term
1 defined by h(t)° = h(t)/h(qt).

We now explain how to modify this purely toric case to obtain L(T™ x A™ x A", g;t).
Different variables will play different roles in the argument, and we index them accordingly.
The set of all variables is indexed by S = {1,..., N + r}. Toric variables are indexed by
the set S, = {1,...,m}, affine variables by S,s = {m +1,..., N + r}, space variables
by Sp = {1,..., N}, dummy variables by Sa, = {N +1,...,N + r}. For any subset
I C S, we use subscripts to denote its intersection with these subsets, e. g., Iy, = I N S,.
For any finite set I, we let |I| denote its cardinality.

Fix I C S with S, C I and let g; € Fy[{z:}icr, (z1,...,2m)"}] be the polynomial
obtained from g by setting x; = 0 for j € S,s \ I. For j € Su¢, let §; : B — B be the
map “set £; = 0” and let 6; be the composition §; = H 6;. We define By = 0;(B),

FESa\T
BI(OO) = HI(B(O(])), L[(b,C) = HI(L(b,c)), L[(b) = 0I(L(b)), and ar = wa o OI(F(])
We observe that by [1]

(2.7) LT g D" = det(I — tag)®",

where a; may be regarded as acting on Bj or any of the L;(b), 0 < b < p/(p—1).

Equation (2.6) may be interpreted as follows. In [1, section 2] it is shown that there
exist elements H; € L(p/(p — 1), —1) such that the (commuting) differential operators
D, = :1:18/83:2 + H;,,+=1,...,N + r, satisfy

(2.8) aoD;=qD;ox
as operators on B or L(b), 0 < b < p/(p—1). Let K. = K.(B,{D;}X") be the Koszul
complex on B defined by Dy,..., Dyy.. For 0 <! < N +r, its component of degree [ is
K, = @ Beg,
[A]=t

where the sum is over all subsets A C S of cardinality ! and e4 is a formal symbol.
The boundary map J; : K; — K;_; is given by: if £ € B and A = {iy,...,4} with
i1 < --- < 1, then

l

A(€ea) =3 (~1Y D (E) eaviiyy.

j=1
Define an endomorphism «; : K; — K; by
o = @ d'a.
A=l
Then (2.8) implies that «. is a chain map on K., hence by (2.6)

N4r
= H det(I— th | Kl)(—l) .

=0

N4r—1

(2.9) LTV, g; )Y
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Passing to homology, we have
N4r
(2.10) L(TN* gty 0™ = T det(I = ta | Hi(K.)) Y,

=0

where &; is the endomorphism of H;(K.) induced by o; on K;.
For I C S with S, C I, put Dy ; = x;0/0z; + 6;(H,). We denote by K.(I) the Koszul
complex on By formed by the operators Dy ; for ¢ € I. In particular,

Kl(I): @ BIGA.

ACI, |Al=l
We have in analogy with (2.10)

1 I]—1 |1 i
(2.11) LT, i) D7 = [ [ det(I — tay | Hi(K(I))Y.

=0

Usually, no confusion will result if we denote &y, simply by &; or even &.
The complexes K.(I) can be tied together by introducing some subcomplexes K.(I,I").
For I C S with S;, € I and I' C I, let

Bf = () ker(¥: | Br),

el’

i.e., BY consists of all elements of By that are divisible by z; for all i € I'. Let K.(I,I')
be the subcomplex of K.(I) defined by

E(ILIV= @ Bf “Vea
ACI, |A|=l

Note that for i € I, ¢ & I', there is an exact sequence
0— BfU% — B & Bl — 0,
which induces an exact sequence of complexes
(2.12) 0- K(I,I'u{i}) - K.(I,I') - K(I\ {i},I") — 0.

Using this exact sequence, equation (2.11), and induction on |I’|, the natural toric
decomposition of ATl gives

i1
(213)  L(TH o AT gpty O = T det(T — ta | Hy(K.(1, 1)V
=0

ANNALES SCIENTIFIQUES DE L’ECOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE



294 A. ADOLPHSON AND S. SPERBER

To be precise, the left-hand side is the L-function corresponding to the exponential sum
2-¥(gz(z)), where z; runs over F, for i € I’ and over F for i € I, ¢ ¢ I'. In particular,
taking I = S, I’ = S,;, we have by (2.2) that

N+r
= [ det(Z — ta | Hy(K.(S,Sa)) V"

=0

)N+7‘—1

(2.14) Z(VIF;q 1)1

Let A; C Rl be the convex hull of the origin and supp(g;). In particular, A = Ag.
We make two assumptions about g. We assume that for every subset I C S such that
Sto € I and I, # ® we have dimA; = {I|. We call g semi-convenient when this
condition is satisfied. (When g is semi-convenient, g will be “commode” in the sense of [1]
with respect to any subset I C S,¢ such that Sq, € I.) When n = 0, this is equivalent
to requiring that the convex hull of supp(f;) have dimension m for ¢ = 1,...,7. When
m = 0, it is equivalent to requiring that each f; contain terms a,-jm?“ for j=1,...,n,
with a;; # 0 and k;; > 0, and that f;(0,...,0) #0 for ¢ =1,...,r. We also assume that
g is nondegenerate (see [1, section 2]), which implies that g; is also nondegenerate for all
I C S. Geometrically, this means that for all 7 C Sy, with S;oc C I and J C {1,...,7},
the equations 6;(f;) = 0 for j € J define a smooth complete intersection X in the torus
TH! and that there is a compactification Y of the torus in which its closure X is smooth
and meets all orbits transversally. This condition is generically satisfied ({3], [12]).

By [1, Theorems 2.9 and 3.13] we have the following.

THEOREM 2.15. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. For I C S with
Sto C I and I' C I with I}, # Iau, we have H(K.(I,1')) = 0 for 1 > 0, & is invertible
on Ho(K.(I,I')), and

(2.16) dimg, Ho(K.(I,I')) = Y (=)"=VI(g))1vol(A,),

INI'CJICI

where Vol(A ) denotes the volume of A relative to Lebesgue measure on R\, Thus
by (2.13),

LTI AT )0 = det(T — ta | Ho(K.(I, 1))

is a polynomial whose degree is given by (2.16).

Using this theorem and induction on r, we shall compute the homology of K.(S, Sat),
which by (2.14) is the complex that gives the zeta function Z(V/F; ¢"t). First, for later
application, we modify the formula (2.16) for dimg, Ho(K.(I,I')). For Sy, C I C S,
let A ¢ RM! denote the convex hull of supp(f;(fi)), i = 1,...,r. Regarding R!/! as
R/l x Rl7al the projection of Ay C RI/I on RIVaul s the simplex

A={(Njesn | D A <1, A > 0forall j}.

jEJdu
The fiber of A; over (\;)jes.. € A is the Minkowski sum Z /\jAf", thus
J€Jau
Vol(A,) = / Vol( D= MATe) A dy;,
A jeda 7€ Tan

4° SERIE — TOME 29 — 1996 — N° 3



ON THE ZETA FUNCTION OF A COMPLETE INTERSECTION 295

where Vol( Z )\jAf") denotes volume relative to Lebesgue measure on Rl%el. It is
jEJdu
a theorem of Minkowski that Vol( Z Aj Af") is a homogeneous polynomial of degree

j€Jaun
|Jsp| in {A;}jes,,, specifically,

Jsp JS ' sp J
Vol( 3 XA = 37 ———(H' D ne((ade, thsen) TT A
J€Jan . Z =Jep| Lt Jj€Jau

i€Jan J€Jau

where M ({A;’S",lj}je Jg.) denotes the Minkowski mixed volume of the collection of
| Jep| polytopes in R!Vs»| obtained by taking Z_\.‘J-]S" with multiplicity /;. Induction on |Jqy|
shows that

1T &
/A IT A A ax Lo

i€dae  i€Ja (aul + ) 1)1
i€Jau
IT &
— Jj€Jau
(pt”
hence evaluation of the above integral for Vol(A ;) gives
(2.17) (TDIVOl( A7) = (D)t D M{AT" }jes,)-
Y L=l
i€Jgu

When Af" is a single point and [; = 0 for all j € J4,, we define M({Afp,lj}jejdu) =1,
so that (2.17) remains valid even when J,, = 0. (This case will arise when we try to
generalize (2.16) to the case where I' = I, when m = 0.)

Substituting the right-hand side of (2.17) into the right-hand side of (2.16) gives

dimg, Ho(K.(I,I)) = > (DM H(Juht Y MEA L}en,):
NrcJcI Z Ui=|Jsp)
J€Jqu

To simplify this expression, we define an equivalence relation on the pairs (J, {l;};cs,.)
with I\ I’ CJ C I and Z l; = |Jsp| that appear in this sum. Let J. = {j € Jau |

Jj€Jau
lj > 0} Define (J, {lj}jejdu) ~ (JI,{l;}jejé“) if Jsp = Jép, J+ =J! , and lj = l; for
j € Jy. When two pairs are equivalent, we have

> Too gt
M{AT L} jes) = M{A] itien,)

ANNALES SCIENTIFIQUES DE L’ECOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE



296 A. ADOLPHSON AND S. SPERBER

since both collections consist of the same polytopes repeated with the same multiplicities.
Note that each equivalence class contains exactly one representative of the form
(G U Lau, {l;}jers,)> where I, \ I, € G C I, It follows that

dimg, Ho(K.(I,1'))
= Y CURITEEY S MUAT Y en) Y (<) e,

I \IJ,CGCI,p 3 L=I6]
J€lgu

where Y’ denotes a sum over pairs (J',{l’};c J;.) in the equivalence class of the
pair (G U Ly, {l;}jer,)- For every pair (J',{l;}jes, ) in this equivalence class, the
set Jj, can be represented in the form J), = Iy,4+ U F for a unique subset F,
Ion \ (Igy U lgu+) © F C Igu \ lau+ (namely, j € F if and only if I’ = 0). In
terms of F, the innermost sum in the previous equation becomes

Z (_1)l1du|—|1du,+|—|Fl'

Tau\ (I}, Vau,+ YEF Clau\lau, +

Putting F’ = Iq, \ (Igu,+ U F), this sum becomes

S (-pF

DCFCI) \au 4

But this clearly vanishes unless I}, C Iqy,+ (ie., I; > 0 for all j € I)},), in which case it
equals 1. We may thus restrict our sum to the classes of those pairs (G U lay, {/;}jer..)
for which /; > 0 for all j € I}, and take a single representative from each of these classes.
With a slight change in notation, the formula becomes

(2.18)  dimg, Ho(K.(I,T"))
= Y (=gt Y M{A] ben,)-

Isp\Ig/nggIsp Z l,L:|J|
i€Tqu
1;>1 for iEI‘;U

Let I C S with S,, C I and let I' € I,;. When H;(K.(I,I')) is finite-dimensional
for all [, we define

|7}
X(LI') = " (~1) dimg, Hi(K.(I,I')).
1=0
THEOREM 2.19. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then
() dimg, H(K.(S, Sat)) < o0 for all 1.
(i) H(K.(S,8.)) =0 forl > N —r.

4¢ SERIE — TOME 29 — 1996 — N°® 3
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(i) Forl=1,...,N —r, dimg, H;(K.(S, Saf)) = (H’T"_n) and Frobenius operates as
multiplication by q"t". In particular, det(I — ta | Hi(K.(S, Sa))) = (1 - q’+rt)('+:n—n)
forl =1,....,N —r.

(iv) det(I — t@ | Ho(K.(S, Sap))) = P(t)(1 — ¢"t)(-Zw).

(v) There is a subspace H' C Ho(K.(S, Sa)) of dimension (T:"n) on which Frobenius
operates as multiplication by ¢". In particular, det(I —ta | H') = (1 — qrt)(rT") and
P(t) is a polynomial.

(vi) For r > 1,

X550 = Y (DY DT M(A i AT,
StoCIC Sep i1+t =|J|
i;>1 for all j

Proof. — Note that assertion (iv) follows immediately from equations (2.5) and (2.14)
and assertions (ii) and (iii). We prove statements (i), (ii), (iii), (v), and (vi) by induction
on 7. To simplify notation, we write H;(I,I') in place of H;(K.(I,I')).

Suppose r = 0, so that S,z = {m +1,....m+ n} In this case g = 0, so
A=(0,...,00 e RY, M = (0,...,0) € RN, B = Q, and the differential operators are
D; = z;0/0x;, which act trivially on €. It follows that K.(S, S,¢) is the complex with
Ki(S,Sa) = (QO)(lTn) and all boundary maps trivial. Thus when r = 0, H,(S, Sy) is a
space of dimension (,” ) with Frobenius acting as multiplication by ¢'. This is exactly
the assertion of the theorem. We observe that for » = 0,

(2.20) X(S, Sat) = f}-w(l T_”n) _ {(()_l)n for m > 0,

for m = 0.
1=0

Suppose the theorem true for » — 1. For notational convenience, put S’ = {1,...,N +
r — 1}. From (2.12) we get a short exact sequence

(2.21) 0— K.(S,Su) — K.(S,8%) — K.(58,5) — 0,

and by Theorem 2.15, H;(S,S};) = 0 for [ > 0. The associated long exact homology
sequence then gives an exact sequence

(2.22) 0 — Hy(S', Sy) = Ho(S, Sar) — Ho(8, Sy) — Ho(S', Sge) — 0
and isomorphisms for [ > 1
(2.23) HI(S, Saf) ~ Hl+1(5/, S;f).

Assertion (i) is now immediate from Theorem 2.15 and the induction hypothesis. We apply
the induction hypothesis to compute the homology of K.(S’, S/;). We have H;(S",5.,) =0
for | > N —r + 1, so by (2.23) we have H;(S, S.) = 0 for [ > max{0, N — r}. This
establishes (ii) when N — r > 0. (The proof of (ii) when N - r < 0, i.e., the proof that
H;(S,S,¢) = 0 for all ] when N —r < 0, is given below.) For 1 < < N —r + 1,
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Hy(S',8}) is (,,,™ _,)-dimensional with Frobenius acting as multiplication by ¢'*"~*,
hence for 1 <1 < N —r, it follows from (2.23) that Hy(S, Sa¢) is (| +T_n) -dimensional with
Frobenius acting as multiplication by ¢'*". This establishes assertion (iii). The space H’
of assertion (v) is the image of H,(S’,S.;) under the injection Hy(S’, S%;) — Ho(S, Sas)
of (2.22).

To prove (vi), we observe that the short exact sequence (2.21) gives

X(S, Sag) = X(S, S3e) = x(5', S3)-

From (2.18) and Theorem 2.15 we have

(221) x5S = S DYDY M(AL i AL

StongSsP ll++1r:|J|
Uyeentro1 21

When r > 2, the induction hypothesis gives

(225) x(8,S) =Y (DNt >0 M@A] i AT,

Sto ©JCSep i1+ tir_1=|J|
[T P ¢

Subtracting (2.25) from (2.24) gives assertion (vi) when r > 2. When r = 1, we follow
the same argument except that x(S’, S’;) is no longer given by the induction hypothesis
but rather by the right-hand side of (2.20).

It remains to prove (ii) and (vi) when N —r < 0. Since the expression for x{S, Sa¢) in (vi)
vanishes for N —r < 0, we see that (vi) follows from (ii) in this case. Suppose N —r = —1.
Then dimg, Ho(S, Si;) = x(S, SL¢) by Theorem 2.15 and dimq, Ho(S’, Sl;¢) = x(S', Sks)
since H;(S’,S.;) = 0 for { > 0 by (ii) (in the case N —r = 0, which was already proved).
But x(S, Si) = x(5’,S);) by evaluating (2.24) and (2.25) with N — r = —1, so the map
Ho(S,S4) — Ho(S', Sl;) in (2.22) is an isomorphism. Since H,(S’, S.;) = 0, it follows
that Hy(S, Sa¢) = 0, thus (ii) and (vi) are established for N —r = —1. For N — r < —1,
we have Ho(S, S,) = 0 by (2.24), hence Hy(S, Sa) = 0 by (2.22).

3. Complexes in characteristic p
From Theorem 2.19 we have
(3.1) P(t) = det(I — t& | Ho(K.(S, S0)))/(1 = gt) ("),
Our goal (Corollary 4.14 below) is to use this formula to give a lower bound for the Newton
polygon of P(t). Later, we shall identify this lower bound with the Hodge polygon
of the primitive part of middle-dimensional cohomology of the complete intersection
F,=...=F =0in (T™ x A")g, where F; € Clzy,...,2n, (%1 -2,)7}] is the
generic polynomial with the property that the convex hull of supp(F;) coincides with the

convex hull of supp(f;).
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The first step is to describe a basis for Ho(K.(S, Sa)). In fact, it is no more difficult
to do this for all H;(K.(S, Sar)). We begin by considering some related complexes in
characteristic p. Let R be the ring R = F,[z* | v € M]. This ring is graded by the weight
function defined earlier, namely, let R(*), the homogeneous part of degree k, be the span

of all monomials z* with w(u) = k. For ¢ = 1,..., N + r, put
dg

3.2 i — Ig R(l)

( ) g T (921)1 €

Let K. = K.(R, {g: N+47) be the Koszul complex on R defined by g1, ..., gn,. Grade
K. so that the boundary maps 9, are homogeneous of degree 0, i.e.,

Kl(k): @ R*=Dg¢,
ACS, A=

For I C S with Si, C I, we may regard ; as an endomorphism of R, homogeneous of
degree 0, and define R; = 6;(R). We also put

091
8.’13','

for i € I and let K.(I) = K.(Rr,{g1:}icr) be the Koszul complex on R; defined by
the gr; for ¢ € I. For I' C I, let

R{ = [ ker(6; | Ry),

iel’

(33) g1:i=1T; € Rgl)

the elements of R; divisible by x; for all i € I'. Let K.(I,I’) be the subcomplex of
K.(I) defined by

(3.4) R(I,IN= @ R Mea
ACI, |A|=l

For i € I, i« & I’, we have, as in (2.12), an exact sequence of (graded) complexes
(3.5) 0— K.(I,I'u{i}) = K.(I,LI') = K.(I\ {i},I') — 0.

We shall compute the dimension (over F ) of H(K.(S, Saf))(k), the homogeneous
component of H;(K.(S,S.)) of degree k, for all [ and k and use this information to
describe a basis for H;(K.(S, S.)). The answer will be expressed in terms of certain
invariants of certain polyhedra. As before, let Af‘““’ be the convex hull of supp(fz,, (f:)).
i=1,...,7. When m = 0 and I, = 0, we assume f;(0,...,0) #0fori=1,...,r, so
that A? # §. As before, A; will denote the convex hull of the origin and supp(6;(g)).

For any set Y C RY, let (Y denote the cardinality of Y N Z". For any subset I C S
with S¢o C I, set 6(I) = {j € {1,...,7} | N+ j € I4,} and define a power series in
the variables ¢; for j € 6(I) by

oo

I, k;
(36)  P({tilesay) = Y, LY kiai) I t7 € Zll{ti}sesn)l-
k;=0 jes() jes(I)
for je&(I)
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It is easily seen that

(3.7) Pr = Pr,usa.lt,=0 for jes(1)-

It is well-known that £(k; A + .- + k,AF®) is a rational polynomial of degree < | Zsp]
in ki,..., k., say,

LA+ R AR = ST am kR € QLR k).
e14Fer <[ Lep|
Thus

oo Le r 9 e; . )
Prusa,(t . t) = Z Z Qeywe, 1 (%‘g) ty ety

k1,0 kr=0 ej+ e, <) j=

Iep a N 1
= oo ate ] (tja—tj) (k 1- tk>

er+-Fer < Lspl J=1

per e (ty, ..t

r bl
1+ ter<{Lp| H(1 —t;)et!
i=1

fc;r some polynomial pZ®.., (t1,...,t.) € Q[t1,...,%]. Note that if e; > 0, then
Peioe,(t1,-.-,t,) is divisible by ¢;, and if e; = 0, then t; does not appear in
pij‘?..er (t1,...,t,). Furthermore, degpgj‘?..er (t1,...,t,) =e1+---+e, unless aéj‘?,.gr =0,
in which case this polynomial vanishes. From (3.7) we have

I
pesﬁuer (tla R t")
(3.8) Pr({t;}iesn) = > e+l
er+ e <| Ly H (1 _tj) ’
e;=0 for j@6(I) jes(I)
It is easily seen from the definitions of A; and the weight function w that

dimp, RY = 4(kAL) — 4((k — 1)A7),

ie.,
(3.9) > (dimp, B = (1-1) Y 0(kAg)t
k=0 k=0

We regard R/l as being fibered over R!faul. The fiber of C(A;) over a point
(kj)jesry € NPl is 3™ kA", Hence
jes(n)

(kA= Y ( Yk A“’)
Yo ki<k des(d)
JES(I)
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e., by (3.6)

(3.10) (1= kAN = Pr{{t;}jes)lt,=t for jes(a)-

NIE

E
il

0

It now follows from (3.8) and (3.9) that

oo T
Lo o (4.t
Z dlmF R(k) Z p i L ) ]
k=0 et ten<| Tapl Haul+ e
e;=0 for jZ6(I) (1 — t) i=1
Define
(3.11) g (8) = P (b (1 = D)5 € Q).
Then
(3.12) 3 (dimp, RO)F = (1 -0 ST gl ).

=

=0 ert+ten<|Lp|
e;=0 for j&6(I)

Note that if A = card{j | ¢; > 1}, then g, e.(t) is divisible by t“. Furthermore,
deg ger., (t) < |Ip|. Tt is clear from the definitions that p’ o "o(t1,...,t,) = 1, hence

QO oit) = (1= )il

LEMMA 3.13. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then for I C S
with Sy, C I and 14, # 0, we have Hi(K.(I)) = 0 for | > 0 and dimg, Ho(K .(I))®
is the coefficient of t* in

Z qgi?'-er (t)

e14-+en<|Lspl
e,;=0 for j¢&(I)

Proof. — The complex K.(I) is acyclic in positive dimension by [13] (see also
[1, Theorem 2.17]). The formula for dimg, Ho(K.(I))*) follows from this acyclicity
and (3.12).

Since K;(I1, I')*) and H;(K.(I,I'))*) are always finite-dimensional, we may define

il

(1) = (=1) dimp, Ky (I,1)%
=0
H|

= Z ) dimp, Hy(K (1, 1)),
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LemMma 3.14. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Let I C S with
Sio C I and let I' C L. Then X¥)(I1,1') is the coefficient of t* in

(3.15) S (=)l > g L.

Isp\Iépg‘]gIsp er+-+e.<|J|
e;=0 for jgZ56(I)
e;>1 for je6(1')

If in addition I}, # 4y, then Hi(K.(I,1')) = 0 for | > 0, hence dimp, Ho(K.(I,1'))®
is the coefficient of t* in (3.15).

Proof. — When 1}, # L., g1 is nondegenerate and commode (in the sense of [1]) with
respect to I, so the complex K .(I, I’) is acyclic in positive dimension by [1, Theorem 2.17],

and we need to prove only the formula (3.15) for x*)(1,1").
From the definitions,

RO = @ R E Ve,
ACI, |Al=l

We fix a set T' C I' and ask for which A C I, [A| = [, we have I’ \ A = T'. Clearly, we
must have A = (I’ \T)UT, where T' C I \ I’ has cardinality ! + |T'| — |I'|. Thus

111

~ Il—|I'| . T, (k=L
3.16 &y =S (=1 | d RT(=D),
( ) X ( ) ) ;( ) I;I/ l+ |T| _ |I/| lqu I

A formula for dimg, R}~
argument shows that

> (dimp, RP )tk = 37 ()71 (dime, R
=0

k=0 INTCJCI k

can be obtained from (3.12). A standard inclusion-exclusion

Substituting from (3.12) into this formula and using (3.16) we see that )2(’“)(1 ,1') is the
coefficient of ¢* in

]

l I —|I 1
(3.17) G <1J|F|IT1|—||I’I)t

=0 TCI’
xS (=npIIE oY gk ).
INTCJCI e1++er<|Jsp

e; =0 for j&6(J)

Fix a subset K C I, and fix e;,...,e, with e; +--- + e, < |K|. We ask for the
coefficient of g%, (¢) in (3.17). Let A C Sy, be the set of all indices N + j such that
ej # 0. The equality of (3.15) and (3.17) is equivalent to the assertion that the coefficient
of ¢& . () in (3.17) is

(3.18) { (~ )Ml =IETif [\ T, C K C Iy and Iy, C A C Igu,
0 otherwise.
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It is clear that qg,,%(t) does not appear in (3.17) unless I, \ I{, € K C I, and A C 4.
Assume from now on that these conditions are satisfied. Then ¢X . _ () will appear in
(3.17) for each J, I\ T C J C I, such that J,, = K and Jy, 2 A, thus the coefficient
of ¢ . (t) in (3.17) is

Hi

(319) Y (-1)' > (l 4|rI||T—| |_II||I/|)tz 3 (—1)1=W1(1 — ¢)=W1,

=0 TCI! INTCJCI
Jsp=K and Jg,2A

We show this expression equals (—1)/BeI=IX1 if [} C A and equals 0 otherwise.
We evaluate the innermost sum in (3.19) first. Note that it is the empty sum unless
I, \ T,, € K. When this condition is satisfied, it equals

Z (—1)Haul =12l — gy=1L]
AU(Iau\Tau)CLEC Tau

_ D = AU Fa\ T i gy
T (1-t)iEl (j—lAu(Idu\Tdu)l >( Y =0

(—1)/Fsr|-IK]
(1 —t)ix]

F=]AU(Tau\Tau)]

where we have set j = |L| in the second expression. Replacing j by j + |A U (Lau \ Tau)|
and using the fact that |Iq,] — |[A U (Zau \ Tauw)| = |Tau \ A, this simplifies to
(= 1) Moo= 1K gl T\
(1 — ¢)I K1+ Haul

Substitution into (3.19) transforms that expression into

1] (—1) Lol 1K [ Ta\A|

(3.20) Z( Y (l +|I||T—| I_I/llpl)tl , {O (1= ¢ Tac if I, \ 7., C K,

rer otherwise.

Interchanging the order of summation transforms this into

) 11
(__1)|ISP| IKI |Td“\A! III ,II {
TCI
I \T.\, CK

The inner sum in (3.21) equals

| I|-|T| [I=|I']
-1y, IR .
) (=8 = (—t)i 1 1-17]
l=l;—|T| (l + ITl - 'I ') ; ( l )

= (=)l1=ITl(q gl
Substituting this last expression into (3.21) gives

(_1)|Isp!~lKl

Tau\A I'|l-|T
(3.22) (l—t)|1'|+|Kf—|Ispl Z tl au |(_t)| |- |'

TCr'
Lo\TapCK
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The decomposition T' = T, U Ty, induces a decomposition of the sum appearing in
(3.22) as a product of two other sums, i.e., (3.22) equals

(—1)|IspI—!K| Z (-—t)iIéPl—lTll Z t]TZ\A|(_t)|Iél,|—IT2|
(1 — t)TTHIE= L, | ’

Lp\KCT1 CI[, T CI,

(3.23)

where we are implicitly using the assumption made earlier that I, \ I, C K, otherwise
the first of these sums is empty. Evaluating the first sum we get

(N
S (mis 3 <|IS/.pI — [Lsp| + fK|>(_t)|1;p|_j
I \KCT:CI, j=|Lp|~|K]| J - |ISPI + |K|
= Hsp |+ K

-y (‘Iép‘ — sp| + |K‘)(_t)u;,)l—|15p|+u<|—j
j

§=0
— (1 — )l Hep HIET

hence (3.23) becomes

( IIspl |K]|

(3.24) N

S AT a7,

TCI,

To complete the proof of Lemma 3.14, we need to show that the sum in (3.24) equals
(1 —t)lfal if I} C A and is O otherwise. Putting B = T, \ A we have

(3.25) PRI GO ST (1) ATl Tl B,

T,CI, BCIL\A TyCI,,
To\A=B

Putting j = |T»| and writing 7, = B U (T3 N A), a disjoint union with T, N A C I}, N A,
we see that the inner sum equals

|Bl+[ 15, N4l 124,nA]

5 <|Lg rlu|1|> DL P (Ifduﬁf”)( ) | 3+1BI1 1 13
ji—|B J

j=IB| =0
= (=1)IBl(—p)a\l (1 — g)HaunAl,

Substituting this result into the right-hand side of (3.25), that expression becomes

(_t)lféu\Al(l_t)Ué“”N Z (_1)|B|.

BCI,\A

But this sum is clearly 0 unless I, C A, in which case the entire expression clearly
equals (1 — t)/adl,
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THEOREM 3.26. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then
(i) H(K.(5,8.4) =0 forl >N —r.

—_ m -
(ii) For 1 =1,...,N —r, dimp, Hi(K.(S,Sut)® = \j 1) W E=1FT
~ otherwise.
(iii) dimp, Ho(K.(S, Sag))* is the coefficient of t* in

ORE e (S RN SRR SR DU )

J=r+1 Seo CJCSsp er+--+er<|J|
e;>1 for all j

In particular, Ho(K.(S,S.;))® = 0 for k < rork > N.

Remark. — When 7 = 0, ie, Sar = {m+1,...,m + n}, Squ = 0, we understand

the second sum in Theorem 3.26 (iii) to be simply Z (-)N-Vlgd @) =
. StongSsp

(=t)™(1 — t)™. The whole expression in (iii) is then just equal to 1 if n = 0 and
equal to 0 if n > 0.

Proof. — To simplify notation, we write H;(I,I') in place of H;(K.(I,I')). We note
first that by Lemma 3.14, (iii) follows from (i) and (ii).

The proof of (i) and (ii) is by induction on r. Suppose 7 = 0. Then K.(S, Sa;) is the

complex I_(I(S, Saf) = (Fq)(lTﬂ> with all boundary maps trivial. Hence H;(S, S,s) = 0
for { > N, and for 0 <[ < N we have

—n

m .
(327) dlqu Hl(sy Sa,f)(k) = { (l ) if k= l,
0 otherwise.

This is exactly the assertion of the theorem when r = 0.
Suppose the theorem true for » — 1. For notational convenience, put S’ = {1,..., N +
r — 1}. From (3.5) we get an exact sequence

0— ‘I'?(S'7 Saf) — K( ) ;f) — K.(Sl, S;f) s 0,

and by Lemma 3.14, H;(S,S.;) = 0 for | > 0. The associated long exact homology
sequence then gives an exact sequence

(3.28) 0 — Hy(S',8;) — Hy(S, Sar) — Ho(S, Ss) — Ho(S',S%) — 0

and isomorphisms for [ > 1

(329) Hl(S, Saf) >~ Hl—l—l(Sla S;f).
By induction we have H;(S’,S.;)=0for! >N —-r+1l,andfor 1<I<N—-r+1
: N m if k=1 1
(3.30) dimp, Hi(S", S, )" ={ \j 4 p1_p) HETeFT—L
0 otherwise.

Parts (i) and (ii) of the theorem now follow from (3.29).
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Let the g7 ; be as in (3.3) and put

DII,Z- = wzai% + 91,
an operator on Ry. Let K./(I) = K.(R;,{D};}ier) be the Koszul complex on R; defined
by the D}, for i € I. Let K./(I,I') be the subcomplex of K.'(I) defined by taking
K|(I,I') = K;(I,I'). The rings R} have an increasing filtration F.RI defined by taking
F,RY to be the span of monomials z*, u € M, with w(u) < k. This induces a filtration
F.(K/(I,I') on the complexes K./ (I, I’), namely,

REI,I= @ FR Ve,

ACI, |Al=l

which in turn induces a filtration F.(H.(K.'(I,I'))) on the homology spaces H.(K.'(I,I')).
We shall compute gr'(H.(K. (I, I'))), the associated graded of this filtration. It is clear
from the definitions that gr- (K. (I,I)), the graded complex associated to the filtered
complex K.'(I,I'), is identified with the complex K.(I,I’) considered previously.

Associated to the filtered complex K.(I,I') is a convergent E' spectral sequence
[17, Chapter 9] with

Eli,l = H’H-l(f('(I’ I/))(k)a
EyS = gr®H, (K.(I,T).

Suppose we are in the situation of Lemma 3.14. Then B} ; =0 for k41> 0or k+1 <0,
from which it is easily seen that all the differentials df , : £}, — Ej__,,,  of the
spectral sequence are 0. Hence FEj; ~ B}~ EP for all k,l. By Lemma 3.14
we have the following.

LemMA 3.31. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. For I C S with
Sio € I and I' C Ly with Iy, # lau, we have Hi(K.(I,I')) = 0 for I > 0 and
dimp, gr®V Hy (K. (I1,1")) is the coefficient of t* in

DR G L SR A (O

Ip\I1,CJC Iy e1+- e, <|J|
e;=0for jgs(I)
e;>1 for jes(I')

Now consider the case I = 8, I’ = S, so that

(3.32) Elﬁ,l ~ Hk+l(K.(S, Saf))(k)
(3.33) E ~ gt H (K (S, Sat)).-

We shall again show that E,i’l ~ Bpy for all k,I. We begin by computing
dimp, Hi(K.'(S, Sa)) for all [.
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Lemma 3.34. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then for all [,
diqu HI(I_{./(S, Saf)) = diqu HI(K(S, Saf)),

hence dimg, Hy(K (S, Sat)) can be computed from Theorem 3.26.

Proof. — The existence of the spectral sequence implies that

N+r B N+r B
> (=1 dimg, H(K (S, 84)) = > (-1)' dimp, Hi(K.(S, Sa)),
=0 =0

hence it suffices to prove the stated equality for [ > 1. The proof is by induction
on r. The case r = 0 is trivial since K. (S,S.) = K.(5,Sa) in that case. Put
"8"={1,...,N +r—1}. As in (3.5), we have an exact sequence of complexes

(3.35) 0— K.(S,S.) — K./(S,8) — K./(§,8) — 0.

By Lemma 3.31, H;(K./(S,S’;)) = 0 for [ > 0, hence the long exact homology sequence
gives isomorphisms

Hl(K-'(Sa Sat)) = Hl+1(K-I(S’a )

for | > 1. By induction we have dimg, H,(K./(S',S.)) = dimp, H(K.(S',S.))

and by (3.29) we have H;(K.(S, Sa)) = Hl+1(I_{.(S’,Sfo)) for I > 1. It follows that
dimp, Hi(K. (S, Sat)) = dimp, Hi(K.(S, Sas)) for I > 1. This proves Lemma 3.34.

From (3.32) and Theorem 3.26, we see that E,ﬁ ; = 0 for all k, [ except possibly E}M’_r
fori=1,...,N—rand E} _, fork=r,...,N. Therefore gr® Hy,;(K./(S,8)) = 0
except possibly for g™V H;(K./(S,Su)), L = 1,...,N —r, and gr® Hy(K./(S, Sur)),
k=r,...,N.Ifl e {1,...,N —r}, it now follows from Lemma 3.34 and Theorem 3.26
that

diqu gr(l+r)Hl(K'/(Sa Saf)) = diqu Hl(K(S7 Saf))(H_r)‘

Examining the differentials of the spectral sequence shows that B} _ ~ E,f’_ P
E',‘;f’_k if & # r, ie.,

(3.36) gr® Ho(K.'(S, Sag)) =~ Ho(K (S, Sap))®)

for k = r+1,...,N. For k = r, one sees that E>° is a quotient of E! . (in
fact, ET°, ~ E? _,), hence dimp, Er . < dimg, E; _,. But by Lemma 3.34 and
equation (3.36), we see that we must have dimp, EX., = dimp, E} also. By

Theorem 3.26 we now have the following.

=T

THEOREM 3.37. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then

(D) Hi(K.(S,8a)) =0 forl >N —r.
@) Forl =1,...,N - r,

_ m .
diqu gr(k)Hl(K.’(S,Saf)): I4r—n ka:l.i_r,

0 otherwise.
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(iii) dimp, gr™® Ho(K./(S, Sar)) is the coefficient of t* in

PO P LD S AN SR}

J=rt+1 S0 CICSep e1+--Fe . <|J|
e;>1 for all j

In particular, gr'’® Hy(K (S, Sa)) = 0 for k < v or k > N.

4. p-Adic estimates

We now prove a lemma on lifting homology from characteristic p to characteristic
0, which will allow us to use the results of section 3 to obtain information about the
complexes of section 2. Let O be a complete discrete valuation ring with uniformizer =
and let K be an O-module. We call K flat if multiplication by 7 is injective and separated

if ﬂ 7K = 0. A separated O-module K has an obvious metric space structure with the
J=1

{m? K} forming a fundamental system of neighborhoods of 0. We call K O-complete if

it is complete in this metric.

LemMA 4.1. — Let K. = {--~%K1ﬂKg(—93>0} be a complex of flat, separated,
O-complete O-modules with O-linear boundary maps. Let K. be the complex obtained
by reducing K. modulo «. If H(K.) has dimension d over O/(r) and multiplication by
n is injective on Hi(K.) and H;_1(K.), then H|(K.) is a finite, free O-module of rank d.
Furthermore, any lifting of any basis for H/(K.) is a basis for Hy(K.).

Proof. — Consider Hi(K.) = kerd;/im 3;,;. We claim im 8,4, is complete. Let
{O1412:}22, be a Cauchy sequence in im 04, say,

A
Oi412s41 — Opp12s = g,

where A(s) — oo as s — oo. Suppose we have found %y,...,%Z; € K;.; such that
81_'_15]' = 81+1Zj and 5]‘4_1 = Ej (mod 71'A(j)). Then 81+1ZS+1 — (9l+123 = WA(S)U)S,
so 4w, = 0 in H/(K.). By the injectivity of 7 on H;(K.), w, = 0 in H;(K.),
ie., wy = Oy, for some y, € K;y1. Hence 9141(zeq1 — 25 — 720)y,) = 0. Put
Zer1 = 2, + 7y, Then Z,41 = 2, (mod 7)) and ;413,41 = 0141241, Since
K41 is complete, the Cauchy sequence {Z,} has a limit 2. It is then clear that {9)1,2,}
converges to Opi1Z.
There is a short exact sequence of complexes

0—-KLSK - K.—0,
where the second arrow means multiplication by #. The associated long exact homology
sequence and the hypothesis that multiplication by = is injective on H;_;(K.) imply that we

have an isomorphism H;(K.)/wH;(K.) ~ H;(K.). The completeness of im 9,4, implies

4° SERIE — TOME 29 — 1996 — N°® 3



ON THE ZETA FUNCTION OF A COMPLETE INTERSECTION 309

that H;(K.) is separated. It is then straightforward to check that if &, ..., & is a basis for
Hy(K.), then &y,. .., &, is an O-basis for H;(K.), where &; is any lifting of & to Hy(K.).
We shall apply this result in the following setting. In the definitions of our complexes
in section 2, we may replace B by its unit ball B(Oy), thus obtaining complexes
K.(1,I';Op) of Op-modules. We define a reduction map p : B(Op) — R as follows.
If €= Ax"Mz" € B(Oy), then p(¢) = Y A,a2" € R, where 4, € F, is the
ueM u€EM
reduction of A, modulo . There are induced maps p : BY (O) — R} forall T C S with
Sio € I and I' C L. By [, section 2], the image of the complex K.(I,I';Oqy) under p
is the complex K.'(I,1’). Thus we have short exact sequences of complexes

(4.2) 0— K.(I,LI';00) S K.(I,I; 00) 5 K./(I,T') — 0.
Before we can apply Lemma 4.1, we must check that multiplication by = is injective
on all HI(K(I,I/,O()))

Lemma 4.3. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. For I C S with
Sio C© 1 and I' C I¢ with I} # Ia,, multiplication by = is injective on Hi(K.(1,1';Oy))
for all 1.

Proof. — The long exact homology sequence associated to (4.2) is

(44) s = HH_l(K.I(I, II)) — H1<K(I, I’; 00))
LH[(K.(I,I’;O())) - HZ(R.’(I, I’)) roere

The result now follows immediately from Lemma 3.31.
Applying Lemma 4.1 and Lemma 3.31 gives the following.

CoroLLARY 4.5. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. For I C S
with Sio C I and I' C Ly with I}, # Iqu, one has H(K.(I,I';Og)) = 0 for | > 0 and
Ho(K.(I,I';Oy)) is a free Og-module of finite rank.

LEMMA 4.6. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then for all I C S
with Sio C I and for all |, multiplication by = is injective on Hi(K.(I, Ls; Og)).

Proof. — The proof is by induction on |14, |- When I, = 0, K.(I, L¢; Op) is the complex
with K;(1, L; Op) = (O)(=Tiwt) and all boundary maps trivial. Thus Hy(K.(I, L¢; O))

is a free Og-module of rank (l_’l’}s |), so multiplication by 7 is injective for all . Now

suppose we know the result for all subsets I C S with Iy, of a given cardinality. Let
J € Saus J & Lau, and put J = I U {j}. There is a short exact sequence of complexes

0 = K.(J, Jur; Og) — K.(J, Iog; Og) 2 K.(I, Lg; Op) — 0.
By Corollary 4.5, the associated long exact homology sequence gives an exact sequence
(47) 0— I{1<I7 Ia_f) — Ho(J, Jaf) — HO(J,Iaf) - H()(I, Iaf) — 0
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and isomorphisms for [ > 1
Hy(J, Jus) ~ Hipi (I, Lg).

The induction hypothesis then implies that multiplication by 7 is injective on H;(J, Ja¢)
for | > 1. By the induction hypothesis (resp. Lemma 4.3), multiplication by  is injective
on Hy(I, L) (resp. Ho(J, L,s)). The injectivity on Ho(J, Ja¢) then follows from the exact
sequence (4.7).

By Lemma 4.6, we may apply Lemma 4.1 to obtain a basis for Ho(K.(S, Sar; Oo))
by lifting a basis for Hy(K.' (S, S.¢)). We choose a basis for Ho(K.'(S, Sat)) as follows.
For k = r,...,N, let B® = {dk),...,fygl)c)} be a set of monomials of weight &
in {z* | w € M} such that their images in gr® Ho(K./(S,Sa)) form a basis. By
Theorem 3.37,

N
- ; k e T Ny
(4.8) d(k) = coefficient of ¢t* in Z( 1) (j—n)t
j=r+1
+ oy RV Y gl ).
S:0CICSep e1+--+e.<|J|

e;>1 for all j

N
Clearly then, the set B = U B® is a basis for Hy(K.'(S, Sat)), so by Lemma 4.1, B is

k=r
also a basis for Ho(K.(S, Sar; Op)).
Let W be the Qq-span of B and set W(b,c) = W N L{b, ¢). From the above remarks,
we have

N4r

1 i
- B (On) = W(p—:I ’0) ® Y D:B5 " (00),
=1
N+r )
(4.10) B§*=we S DBI,

i=1

Let LY (b,¢) = ;e ker(8; | Lr(b,c)). Set e = b— 1/(p — 1). Repeating the proofs of
[1, Proposition 3.6 and Theorem 3.8] (for a somewhat improved version of these arguments,
see [2, Lemma 3.3 and Theorem 3.14]), we get the following.

THEOREM 4.11. — For b,c € R with 1/(p —1) < b < p/(p — 1),

N+r
L3 (b,c) = W(be)+ > DiLF (b, c+e),
i=1
N+r ]
L) =We Y DL ).

=1

We now follow the method of [10, section 7]. Put £; = Q,((,) and let 7 € Gal(£2,/$;)
be a lifting of the Frobenius automorphism of Gal(F,/F,). By [1, section 1], there exists
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F(z) € L(1/(p—1),0) such that the operator 3 = 77 otpo F, an 2 -linear endomorphism
of B and of L(b) for 0 < b < p/(p — 1), satisfies f* = a. Let {0;}7_; be an integral
basis for Qg over ;. For 5](-56) e B*), write

a N d(k) N+r
Bt ot = 3NN T AG kLK TR0 (modz DiBf;f\“}) :

=1 k=r j=1 =1
By (4.10), the A(j,k,1;5',k',1") are uniquely determined by this relation.
LemMma 4.12. — ord A(j,k, 57, k,1') > k.

Proof. - Since 0t € L(1/(p — 1),0), it follows that B(r* 0,¢*)) €
L(p/(p —1),0). The lemma is then an immediate consequence of Theorem 4.11.

Let ord, be the p-adic valuation normalized by requiring ord, ¢ = 1. We compute
all Newton polygons with respect to this valuation. By the argument that establishes
{10, equation (7.7)], we now have the following. (See the two paragraphs preceding [10,
Theorem 7.1] for the assertion about the endpoints.)

THEOREM 4.13. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and semi-convenient. Then the Newton

N+r
polygon of the polynomial det (I —ta | B3/ Z DiBg“\{z}> lies on or above the Newton

i=1
N
polygon of the polynomial H(l - qkt)d(k) and their endpoints coincide.
k=r
By Theorem 2.19 (iv), we finally have:

COROLLARY 4.14. — The Newton polygon of the polynomial P(t) lies on or above the
N

Newton polygon of the polynomial (1 — qrt)"(rzln)n(l — ¢*)¥%) and their endpoints
k=r
coincide.
Remark. — Note that, in view of (2.5), the corresponding factor of Z(V/F;t) is P(q™"t),
N—r
which has lower bound determined by the polynomial (1 — t)_(rinn) H (1 — gFt)ak+n),
k=0

5. Hodge polygon

The purpose of this section is to identify the lower bounds of Theorem 4.13 and
Corollary 4.14 with certain Hodge polygons of toric and affine complete intersections. This
is a rather straightforward calculation, based on the results of [6]. We begin by recalling
the definition of Hodge polygon.

Let X be a complex variety and let H'(X,Q) denote rational cohomology with
compact supports. By Deligne [7, 8], there is a mixed Hodge structure on H!(X, Q),
in particular, there is a decreasing (Hodge) filtration F- on H!(X, C). The Hodge numbers
h*(H!(X,C)) are defined by

h*(HL(X,C)) = dimc F*HY(X,C)/FF1H\(X, C),
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and the Hodge polygon of H'(X, C) is defined to be the Newton polygon of the polynomial

H(l - qkt)hk(Hi(X’C)). Alternatively, there is also an increasing (weight) filtration W.
k>0

on H!(X,Q) such that the Hodge filtration F- induces a pure Hodge structure of weight
s on W,H{(X,C)/W,_H\(X,C), ie.,

WsHi(X’C)/Ws—lHi(X,C): @ H*Y
a+b=s

where Hb¢ = H*® and H** is the complex conjugate of H*®. If we put h**(H! (X, C)) =
dimg H*®, then

K*(HYUX,C)) =) h*P(HL(X,C)).

>0

Consider the case where F; € Clzy,...,2n,(T1 -+ Tm) L], 4= 1,...,r, is the generic
polynomial with the property that the convex hull of supp(F;) equals Afs" and let
X C (T™ x A™)c be the smooth complete intersection Fy; = --- = F, = 0. Since

X is affine, of complex dimension N — r, we have H/(X,C) =0 for { < N —r or
| > 2N — 2r. Furthermore, the Gysin map HY~"+{(X,C) — HN*"+{((T™ x A")g,C)
is an isomorphism for ¢+ = 1,...,N — r and is surjective for ¢ = 0. It is a morphism
of mixed Hodge structures sending H**(X) to H*+t"*+7((T™ x A™)g), and by [6] we
have for 7 = 0,...,N

(5.1) h“’b(HCNH((Tm % An)c, C)) — i ifa=b=1,
0 otherwise.
Hence for i = 1,...,N —r
) m b
(5.2) ha’b(Hév_r‘H(X,C)): 'r+i—n ifa = =1,
0 otherwise,
in particular,
(5.3) REEN X, O =4\, pig) TE=0
0 otherwise.

Thus the only nontrivial case is the middle-dimensional cohomology HY~"(X, C). The
primitive part PHY~"(X,C) of middle-dimensional cohomology is defined to be the
kernel of the (surjective) Gysin map H¥~"(X,C) — HN*7((T™ x A™)¢, C). By (5.1),

PHN-"(X, C) has codimension ( " ) in HY~"(X,C). More precisely,

RE(HY (X, C)) if k #0,

(5.4) hk(PHCN_T(X, C)) = hO(HCN_T(X7 C)) - (7‘ Tn) if £ =0.
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In [6] is described a procedure for computing the Hodge-Deligne numbers of X in terms
of invariants of the polytopes Al, S;, C I C S, i =1,...,7. We carry out part of this
procedure in order to verify the following.

THEOREM 5.5. — The lower bound for the Newton polygon of the polynomial P(q~"t)
given by Corollary 4.14 is the Hodge polygon of PHN~"(X, C).

Proof. — In view of (5.4) and the remark following Corollary 4.14, the theorem is
equivalent to the assertion that

(5.6) RE(HY"(X,C)) = d(k +7)

for all k£, where d(k) is given by (4.8).
Following [6], we set

(5.7) H(X) = (-D'RYHUX, C)).

Consider first the case » = 1, n = 0, i.e.,, X is the hypersurface F; = 0 in TE. From
section 3, we have

S kAT =0 =07 3
e;=0
One of the basic results of [6] is the following.
THEOREM 5.8 ([6, Remark 4.6]). — If X is the hypersurface Fy = 0 in TG, then

(1) tek(X) = (—1)k<kT 1) + coefficient of t*% in Z 4255.-0(0).

e1=0

This result may be generalized to complete intersections.

PROPOSITION 5.9. — If X is the complete intersection Fy = --- = F, = 0in (T™ x A")c,
then
N—r_ k : . N-|J
(=1)N """ (X)) = coefficient of t**" in Z (—=1)N-UI Z Qe (t).
Sto CTCSep er+-4e.<|J|
e;>1 for all j

Remark. — This proposition implies Theorem 5.5, because it is now straightforward to
prove (5.6) using (5.3) and (4.8).

Proof of Proposition 5.9. — We follow the outline given in [6, section 6]. Put
G=znt1Fi+ - +ayy Fr-1
and let Y be the hypersurface G = 0 in (T™ x A™ x A")¢c. By [6, section 6.2],
(5.10) ¥ (X) = eF((T™ x A™)g) — e 1(Y)

?
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and by (5.1),
(5.11) F((T™ x AM)¢) = (—1)N—k<an>.

We cannot apply Theorem 5.8 directly to compute e**"~1(Y) because Y is not a
hypersurface in a torus but rather a hypersurface in (T™ X A™ X A")g. So for T C S

with S, C I we put Gy = Z z:0r,, (Fi—n) — 1 and let Y7 be the hypersurface G; = 0

1€14qu
in TZ'. (Note that Y7 = 0 if Jo, = #) Then Y = | J Y7 (a disjoint union) and by
’ St CICS
[6, Proposition 1.6],
(5.12) FY)= > (v

St CICS

We shall apply Theorem 5.8 to each Y; to compute e*(Y7), then substitute into (5.12) to
find e*(Y) and substitute into (5.10) to find e*(X).
The convex hull of supp(Gy) is Ay. By (3.9) and (3.12),

M8

UkADE = (1 -0t S gl (1),
0 e1+-+e,r<|Lp ]
e; =0 for j&6(I)

ES
It

So by Theorem 5.8,
1
(_1)|1|—16k(YI) — (_1)k (k| l

. 1) + coefficient of t**! in Z qii’?ne, (t).

e1t---te, <L
e;=0 for 3&6(I)

From (5.12),

1 M
(513) 6k(y) — Z (_1)|I|+k 1(
Sto CICS k+1
+ coefficient of t**1 in Z (-pHi-1 Z Qe{i'?..er (t).

St CICS 51+"'+erS|Ispl
e;=0 for j&&(I)

Using the decomposition S = S, U S, we have

SoEnit N gl ()

Sio CICS e1+-4e,<|op|
e;=0 for j¢6(I)

)DID DN CE bt DI ()

S0 CI1 CSep I2CSay er+-+e . <||
e;=0 for j@6(I2)

S LI R S RPN

Sto CI1 CSsp e1++e,.<| 1|
e;>1 for all §
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by a standard inclusion-exclusion argument. We also have

>,y (kiil 1) - iimr(_l)ﬁk_l (3"32) (ki 1)

S, CICS
= (—1)N-T+k-1 m
(=1) k+1—-r—n

by a straightforward combinatorial argument. Thus (5.13) becomes

(V) = (_]_)N—T—HH-I( m >

k+1l—r—mn
+ coefficient of t**1 in Z (—1)lfal+r—1 Z qgi-ueT(t)‘
S1o CL1CSsp e1+--te. <[y |

e; 21 for all §

Combining this with (5.10) and (5.11) yields Proposition 5.9.

6. Cohomology of projective complete intersections

In this section we change notation slightly. Let fi,...,f. € Fylzo,...,zn] be
homogeneous polynomials with deg f; = d; fori = 1,...,7. Let V. C P¥ be the projective
variety fi = - = f, = 0. Put g = ey fr + - + TN fr € Fylzo, ..., onyr]. Let
V* C AN be the affine variety f; = --- = f. = 0. As in (2.2),

(6.1) Z(V*[Fy;qt) = LAY x A", g;1).

On the other hand, N,(V*) = (¢° — 1)N,(V) + 1, hence
(6:2) 2V [Byit) = Z(V/F 3 at) Z(V/Fy; ) (1~ 1),

Write
P(t)(_l)N—-rﬁl

S (e e Cerea)

Then (6.1) and (6.2) imply that

r _ N1 (—)N -
N+1 oo (DN P(g"t)(1 — ¢ 1)
(6.3) L(A X A", g;t) Plg D)

Let S={0,1,...,.N+7}, S, ={0,...,N}, Sauu = {N +1,...,N +7}. By (2.13),

N+1+r
(64) LAY x AT, g )V = ] det( —ta | Hi(K.(S,5))) "
=0

For purposes of induction, we shall have occasion to consider cases where S, = @ or
Sau = 0. Although such cases have no geometric interpretation in terms of complete
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intersections, the L-function L(AN*1 x A", g:t) is still defined. Recall [1] that we say f;
is commode if it contains each of the monomials z3', ..., z% with nonzero coefficient.

THEOREM 6.5. — Suppose that r < N, ¢ is nondegenerate, and f; is commode for
1= 1,...,7. Then
(1) dimg, H;(K.(S,S)) < oo for all 1.
Gi) Hy(K.(S,8)) = 0 for | # 0,1,N +1—r.
(iii) Suppose N —r > 0. Then dimg, Hy1--(K.(S,5)) = 1 and Frobenius acts on
Hy1_.(K.(S,S)) as multiplication by ¢" 1. The space H(K.(S, S)) with Frobenius &1
is isomorphic (as Frobenius module) to Ho(K.(S,S)) with Frobenius qoy.

(iv) Suppose N —r = 0. Then H,(K.(S, S)) with Frobenius &, is isomorphic to a direct
sum Ho(K.(S,S)) & H', dimq, H' = 1, with Frobenius acting on Hy(K.(S,S)) by qay
and acting on H' by multiplication by ¢V 1.

(V) The Frobenius endomorphism ayq is invertible on Hy(K.(S,S)) and

dime, Ho(K.(S, S))

N+1 N+ 1 ' A
:(_1)N—r+1(N__,r+1)+(_1)N+l § : (_l)l( l ) § : dzlld:]
I=r+1 it tie=i—1
i;2>1 for all j

Comparing the right-hand sides of (6.3) and (6.4), we have immediately the following.

COROLLARY 6.6. — Suppose that v < N, g is nondegenerate, and f; is commode for
1 = 1,...,r. Then

P(q"t) = det(I — tay | Ho(K.(S, 5))),

in particular, P(t) is a polynomial. Its degree is given by Theorem 6.5 (v).

Remark. - If f; = 0,4 =1,..., r, are smooth hypersurfaces in PV in general position,
then one can always make a coordinate change on P? (defined over a finite extension of
F,) so that g is nondegenerate and all f;’s are commode. (See [3])

The proof of Theorem 6.5 will require several steps. First observe that the homogeneity

condition on the f;’s implies that every monomial z§° --- 23" z%,, -~ =, appearing

in g satisfies
ag+ - +ay =dby +--- +d,b,.

This in turn implies that every u € M = ZV¥ " N C(A) satisfies the same condition.
It follows that

(6.7) Do+ +Dy—dDyi1—+ —dyDyyr =0

as operator on B or L(b). More generally, for I C S we have

(68) Z Dl,i - Z dz"NDI,i =0

i€lsp 1€ lqu
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as operator on By or Ly(b). This relation implies that for I’ C I, the map from
Ko(I,I') = B eg to Ky(1,1') = @) By ¥ ;) defined by
el

(6.9) §eg — Z ey + Z (—di—n)€ egiy

€1 1€14u

has image lying in the set of 1-cycles. Suppose £ep is a O-boundary, i.e., there exist
. € B}r Mi} such that £ = ZDM(&). Put
i€l

1 if i € Iy,
TN —din ifi € Iy

and define 7;; = €,§; — €;& € Bf’\{i’j} for 4,5 € I. Then {n;;}: jer is a skew-symmetric
set and Z D; j(mi;) = €&, i.e., the image of £ ey under the map (6.9) is a 1-boundary.

jeJ
Thus (6.9) induces a map
¢l Ho(K.(I, 1)) — Hy(K.(I, ).

It is clear that ¢¥ o gao = &y o @1, i.e., ¢} respects the Frobenius structure.

PrOPOSITION 6.10. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode fori = 1,...,r.
Then for I' C I C S with I, # I, and Iy, # Lqu, we have Hi(K.(I,1')) = 0 for [ > 1,

(6.11) dimgo Ho(K(I,I/)) = Z (_1)|ISP|_|J| Z ( H déi)’
Isp\IénggIsp Z lLi=|J|—1 i€lau
i€lgy
I;>1 for i€y,

a is invertible on Hy(K.(I,I')), and ¢¥ is an isomorphism.

Proof. — The proof is by induction on |I’|. When I’ = (), Proposition 8.3 of the appendix
says that H;(K.(I,I')) = 0 for I > 1 and ¢! is an isomorphism. The invertibility of
f@y is given by [1, Theorem 3.13] and the formula for dimg, Ho(K.(I,1’)) follows from
[1, Theorem 2.9] and a calculation as in the derivation of (2.18).

Suppose |I'] > 0 and let 7 € I’. Then there is a short exact sequence of complexes

0= K.(I,I') — K.(I,I'\ {i}) — K.(I\ {i},I'\ {i}) — 0.

The vanishing of H;(K.(I,I')) for I > 1 follows immediately from the associated long

exact homology sequence and application of the induction hypothesis to K.(I,I'\ {i})
and K.(I\ {i}, I'\ {i}). The maps ¢, M and ¢§\\{{i’}} are isomorphisms by the induction
hypothesis, so Proposition 8.6 of the appendix implies that (ﬁr is an isomorphism and

that the sequence
0 — Ho(K.(1,1)) = Ho(K.(I, I'\ {i})) — Ho(K(T\ {i}, I\ {i})) = 0

ANNALES SCIENTIFIQUES DE L’ECOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE



318 A. ADOLPHSON AND S. SPERBER

is exact. By induction, &, on Ho(K.(I,1' \ {i})) and on Ho(K.(I\ {¢},I'\ {i})) is an
isomorphism, hence & on Ho(K.(I,I’)) is also an isomorphism. We also get

dimq, Ho(K.(I,1')) = dimg, Ho(K.(I,T'\ {i})) — dimg, Ho(K.(I\ {i},I'\ {i})),

so the desired formula for dimg, Ho(K.(I,I’)) follows from the induction hypothesis.

Remark. — Note that in the case |I},| > |Isp|, the proposition implies all homology
vanishes since the index set for the inner sum on the right-hand side of (6.11) is empty.

PROPOSITION 6.12. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode fori=1,...,r.
Let I' C I C S with I;p = I, but I}, # la,. For notational convenience, set
[Thu| = Uspl = k and |Iay| — |Lsp| = k. Then Hy(K.(I,1')) = 0 if

110,13 Uk k+1,... k)

If in addition k > 0, then

(6.13) H(K.(I,I') =0 iflg {kk+1,...k}

(6.14) H(E(LT) =~ 00 ifle{kk+1,... k).

Proof. — The proof is by induction on |I;,|. When I, = @, one has

B4 _ Qo ifI'CA,
1 0 ifI'ZA,

hence
KI(I,I'): @ QoeA

I'CACI, |Al=l
and all boundary maps of the complex K.(I,I’) are zero. Thus

(6.15) H(K(I,T')) = Q) ("5,

which implies the proposition when |I,| = 0.
If |I,| > O, let ¢ € I, and consider the short exact sequence

(6.16) 0— K.(I,I') = K(I,I'\ {i}) = K.(I\ {a}, I’ \ {i}) — .

The complex K.(I,I'\ {i}) satisfies the hypotheses of Proposition 6.10, so H;(K.(I, I’ \
{i})) = 0 if [ # 0, 1. Thus the long exact homology sequence associated to (6.16) gives
isomorphisms

(6.17) Hi o (K.(I\A{:i}, I'\ {i})) ~ H(K.(I,I')

for I > 1. The assertion for H;(K.(I,I')) now follows by applying the induction
hypothesis to Hyy1(K.(1\ {i},I' \ {¢})). Suppose in addition that |I;,| > |Isp|- Then
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Hy(K.(I,I'\{3})) = 0 for all [ by equation (6.11), so (6.17) holds for all { > 0. Induction
on |I;,| now reduces (6.13) and (6.14) to the case I, = @, where the result follows
from (6.15).

When Iy, = I, and |Iqu| = |I},| + 1, there is a simple way to check when I is
an isomorphism. To fix ideas, suppose Iq, = Ij, U{N +r} and let = =" e €

K;(I,I'y be a 1-cycle. Then &; € B}I\{i}, in particular, £y, € Bl . If the homology

class represented by this 1-cycle lies in the image of qﬁf', then there exists £ € B{' such

that = is homologous to the l-cycle Z Seqy + Z (—di—n)§egsy. Thus there is a
i€l 1€144

skew-symmetric set 7;; € B}’\{i’j Y such that

N, 3 ifi € I,
> Dilmig) =& - { (—din)E if i € g,
jeI
Taking ¢ = N +r we get gy ; € Bf\{j} such that
Enir + €= Di(nyiry):
Jjer
But this equation says that £y, and —d,.£ are homologous O-cycles in Hyo(K.(I,I")). In

other words, the map defined by sending = to (—1/d, )Ny, is, by the argument above,
defined on homology classes in the image of qﬁf-l and is a left inverse to qbf':

Y7 o ¢! = identity : Ho(K.(I,I')) — Hyo(K.(I,T')).
Thus ¢ is an isomorphism whenever
dimg, Ho(K.(I,I')) = dimg, H,(K.(I,I')) < .

COROLLARY 6.18. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode fori =1,...,r.
Let I' C I C S with I, = I, and |14, = |I},| + 1 = |Ip| + 1. Then Hy(K.(I,I')) =0
for 1 > 1, ¢¥ is an isomorphism, and dimg, Ho(K.(I, 1)) = 1.

Proof. — 1t follows from (6.13) that H;(K.(I,1')) = 0 for [ > 1. To prove the remaining
assertions, we see by the above discussion that it suffices to check that

dime, Ho(K.(I,T')) = dimg, Hy(K.(I,T)) = 1.

But this follows from (6.14).
We now analyze the case I = S, I' = S\ {N + r} in more detail.

CoROLLARY 6.19. — Suppose that 1 < r < N + 2, g is nondegenerate, and f; is
commode for i = 1,...,r. Then H(K.(S,S\{N +r})) = 0if > 1 and 5"V} is
an isomorphism. Furthermore,

(6.20)  dimgq, Ho(K.(S, 5\ {N +r}))
N+1
= (_1)N+r+(_1)N+1 Z(_l)l(N;-I) Z dill "'dir-
I=r

i eetip=l-1
By yeyino1 21
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Proof. — For notational convenience, we put S’ = S\ {N + r}. The vanishing of
Hi(K.(S,8")) for I > 1 is an immediate consequence of Proposition 6.12 and the
hypothesis that » < N + 2. We prove that qﬁgl is an isomorphism by induction on
N + 2 — r. Suppose that » < N + 2 and consider the short exact sequence

(6.21) 0— K.(S,8") — K.(5,8'\ {N}) = K.(S\ {N},§"\ {N}) — 0.

By Proposition 6.10, ¢§’\{N} is an isomorphism, so by Proposition 8.6 of the appendix,
¢%' will be an isomorphism provided ¢§'\\{{NN}} is. Thus by induction it suffices to establish
the result whenr = N+ 2. But I = 8, I' = §’, r = N + 2, is exactly the case covered by
Corollary 6.18. Note that Corollary 6.18 also establishes (6.20) when r = N + 2. We also
prove (6.20) by induction on N + 2 — r. Since d)?l\\{{NN}} is an isomorphism, Proposition
8.6 of the appendix implies that the connecting homomorphism in the exact homology
sequence associated to (6.21) is zero, hence

dimg, Ho(K.(S, ")) = dima, Ho(K.(S,$'\ {N})) - dimg, Ho(K.(S\{N}, 5\ {N})).

The value of the first term on the right-hand side is given by (6.11). The desired expression
for the left-hand side then follows by applying the induction hypothesis to the second
term on the right-hand side.

Proof of Theorem 6.5. — Note that Theorem 6.5 (i) is a consequence of Theorem 6.5 (ii)-
(v), so we need only prove parts (ii)-(v). We proceed by induction on r, proving additionally
that when N — r > 0, ¢35 is an isomorphism. When r = 0, i.e., S = {0,1,..., N}, it
is straightforward to check that K.(S,S) is the complex with Ky(S5,S5) = Qp and
K(S,S) =0 for | # N + 1, where all boundary maps are zero and Frobenius acts on
Kn41(S,S) as multiplication by ¢V *!. This establishes Theorem 6.5 in that case (when
one interprets appropriately the sum appearing in Theorem 6.5 (v)).

Suppose r > 1. We again put S’ = S\ {N + r}. There is a short exact sequence
of complexes

(6.22) 0— K.(S5,8) — K.(5,8) — K.(8,58)— 0.

By Corollary 6.19, H;(K.{S,5')) = 0 if [ $ 0,1, and by the induction hypothesis,
H(K.(S',8") =0ifl # 0,1, N+2—r. It follows from the associated long exact homology
sequence that H;(K.(S,S)) =0if l # 0,1, N + 1 — r, establishing Theorem 6.5 (ii).

If N —r > 0, then the long exact homology sequence gives an isomorphism

Hyio o(K.(S",8") =~ Hyy1-(K.(S,S)),

hence, by the induction hypothesis, dimg, Hyy1--(K.(S,S)) = 1 and Frobenius acts
as multiplication by ¢”¥*!. When N — r > 0, we also have by the induction hypothesis
that H,(K.(S’,5")) = 0 and ¢, is an isomorphism. By Corollary 6.19, ¢ is also
an isomorphism, hence ¢32 is an isomorphism by Proposition 8.6 of the appendix. This
establishes Theorem 6.5(iii).

Now suppose N — r = 0. By the induction hypothesis, ¢5§: is an isomorphism, and
by Corollary 6.19, ¢§/ is an isomorphism. Hence by Proposition 8.6 of the appendix, the
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connecting homomorphism H,(K.(S’,S")) — Ho(K.(S,S)) of the long exact homology
sequence associated to (6.22) is zero. Thus the nontrivial terms of the long exact homology
sequence give us a commutative diagram with exact rows (For typographical convenience,
in this diagram we denote H;(K.(I, 1)) by H;(KT).):

0 — Hy(K3) 5 H\(KS) — Hi(KS) — Hi(K5) — 0
(6.23) $31 $3 1 $2 1
0  — Ho(KS) — Ho(KS) — Ho(KS) — 0.

By the induction hypothesis, dimg, Hy(K.(S",S’)) = 1 and Frobenius acts on it
as multiplication by ¢V*+'. Thus 7(H.(K.(S’,S"))) is a one-dimensional subspace of
H(K.(S,5)) with Frobenius acting as multiplication by ¢~ *!. A diagram chase, using
the above observation that the two right-most vertical arrows in (6.23) are isomorphisms,
now shows that

(6.24) H\(K.(8,8)) = 7(Hx(K (5", 5"))) @ ¢3(Ho(K (S, 9))),

which establishes Theorem 6.5(iv).
What we have done so far implies that

dimg, Ho(K.(S, S)) = dimq, Ho(K.(S,S")) — dimg, Ho(K.(S',S")).

Evaluating the first term on the right-hand side by Corollary 6.19 and the second term on
the right-hand side by the induction hypothesis establishes Theorem 6.5 (v).

7. Newton and Hodge polygons in the projective case

The calculation of a lower bound for the Newton polygon of P(t) proceeds exactly as in
sections 3 and 4, therefore we just summarize results while pointing out some differences
in the projective case.

Let the ring R be defined as in section 3 and let K. = K.(R,{g;}\4") be the
Koszul complex on R defined by gq, ..., gnv+r. As in section 3, one can define the related
complexes K.(I), K.(I,I') for I' C I C S. All these complexes are graded as in section 3.

Let [ C S with I, # 0. The homogeneity condition on fi,..., f, implies that the
polytopes A, ... AF® are (|I,| — 1)-dimensional (instead of |I,|-dimensional). Thus
E(klAf" 44 kTA,If") is a rational polynomial of degree < [I;,| — 1 in k4, ..., k;, say,

Uy Al 4o 4k Ae) = > At o kS - ke € Qlky, ... ki)

ey+-ter<|Lp|—1

The hypothesis that g is commode implies that for each j, A;Sp is the (|I,| — 1)-simplex
in R'%rl with vertices (d;,0,...,0),...,(0,...,0,d;), so, in fact,

E(klA{Sp R kTA£5p) _ (k1d1 + ot ked + | L] — 1)'

IISPI -1
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This formula shows that the lattice point function on the left-hand side depends only on
|Isp|, not on I, itself, thus the same is true for the formulas that follow.
The polynomials pij’?..eT (t1,...,t,) can be defined as before and we have

I
Pele (ty ... t)
'Idu|+Z;:1 €; )

(dimp, R{)t* =

0 e1tte,<Ipl-1 (1 — 1)
e;=0 for j&6(I)

NE

e
Il

Define Ll =1-3
Iy Lp Ip|-1=%"" e
gele, (t) = pehe, (b, ., 1) (1 =) =177 € Q[t].

Then

(7.1) 3 (dimg, RP)th = (1 - ¢)~171+1 3 Goe, (2).
k=0 ert+ten<|Lp|-1
e;=0 for j&86(I)

Using induction on |I’|, as in the proof of Proposition 6.10, gives the following. (The
case |I'| = 0 is Proposition 8.4 of the appendix.)

PROPOSITION 7.2. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode fori=1,...,r.
Then for I' C I C S with I, # Iy, and I}y, # I4, we have Hi(K .(I,I')) = 0 for 1 > 1,
dimp, H1(K.(I,I'))* = dimg, Ho(K.(I,I'))* D,

and dimg, Ho(K (1, I'))®) s the coefficient of t* in

Z (—1)Herl =11 Z qul---er(t)'

Lo\, CIC Ty ertter=|J]1
e;=0 if ig6(1)
e;>1if i€6(I")

Arguing as in the proof of Proposition 6.12 gives the following.
PROPOSITION 7.3. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and fi is commode fori=1,...,r.
Let I' C I C S with I, = I, but 1, # Ia,. Then H(K.(I,I')) = 0 if
D€ {0, 1} U {|Laul = Hspls Maul = spl + 1, - Hau| = Hopl}-

If in addition |I},| > |Ip), then Hy(K.(I,I')) = 0 for L & {|I4.] — Uspl, - - -5 [ Hau| = [Lspl}
and

dimp, Hy (K .(I,1'))®

Lyo| — 14, )

() e = kol = Tl and =11

L] = I |
0 otherwise.

We record a special case of this result, an analogue of Corollary 6.18.
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COROLLARY 7.4. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode fori=1,...,r.
Let I' C° 1 C Swith I, = Iy, and |Iqu| = |I},| + 1 = |Lp| + 1. Then Hy(K.(I,I')) = 0 if
! > 1, dimp, Hi(K.(I,I'))® = dimp, Ho(K.(I,I'))*~V, and
1 ifk =\l

Following the proof of Corollary 6.19, we arrive at the following.

dimg, Ho(K.(I,I'))® = {

CoRrOLLARY 7.5. — Suppose that 1 < r < N + 2, g is nondegenerate, and f; is commode
fori=1,...,r. Then H(K.(S,S\{N+r}))=0ifl>1,

diqu H1(K.(S, S\{N + T}))(k) = diqu HO(K.(S, S\ {N + T}))(k~1)’

and dimp, Ho(K.(S, S\ {N + 7}))® is the coefficient of t* in

(—D)NFrg=1 4 z (_1)N+1—|J| Z qgl_“&(t)_

JCSw exborten <|T|-1
e;>1 for all §

We finally arrive at the analogue of Theorem 6.5.

THEOREM 7.6. — Suppose that 1 < r < N, g is nondegenerate, and f; is commode for
1 = 1,...,7. Then
(i) dimp, H(K.(S,5)) =0 for L # 0,1,N +1 —r.
(i) dimp, Ho(K.(S, S))® is the coefficient of t* in

(7'7> (_1)N—r+1(tr 7t g "'—{—tN) + Z (__1)N+1—|J| Z qulmeT(t).

JCSep er+-te <|J|-1
e;>1 for all 5

(i) If N — r > 0, then dimg, H,(K.(S, S))® = dimg, Ho(K.(S, S))*~Y and

i Hyii-r(K.(8,8)® =
dimp, Hy11--(K.(S,5)) {0 otherwise.
iv) If N —r = 0, then

1 ifk=N+1,

dimp, Hi(K.(5,9))® = dimp, Ho(K.(5,8))*Y + {0 otherwise

The generalization of the rest of sections 3 and 4 is straightforward. Let d(k) be the
coefficient of t* in expression (7.7).

THEOREM 7.8. — Suppose that 1 < r < N, g is nondegenerate, and f; is commode

for i = 1,...,r. Then the Newton polygon of the polynomial P(t) = det (I — tayg |

N+r N
B%/ Z DiBg\{l}) lies on or above the Newton polygon of the polynomial H(l — qkt)d(k)

1=0 k=r
and their endpoints coincide.
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Remark. — The corresponding factor of Z(V/F;t) is P(g~"t), which has lower bound
N—r

determined by the polynomial H (1 - q’“t)d(k”).

We now describe the Hodéce_ 0polygon in the projective case. Let Fy,...,F. €
Clzo, - . ., zn] be the generic homogeneous polynomials of degrees dj, ... ., d,., respectively,
and let X C Pg be the smooth complete intersection F} = ... = F, = 0. For J C S,
let U; C PY be the subset consisting of those points whose homogeneous coordinates
(zg,...,xn) satisfy z; # 0 if and only if j € J. Thus Uy =~ Tlél_l and there is a

decomposition of PY as PY = U Uj;. Putting X; = XU, we get a decomposition
B£TCSsp
0#JCSap

For each J C Sy, J # 0, let 13’{] be the dehomogenization of F; with respect to any
z;, j € J, and let A7 C RVI=! be the polytope and ¢ ... (t) be the polynomials
associated to F;’ as in section 3. The genericity of F; implies that these are independent
of the choice of ;. In fact, A/ is the (|.J| — 1)-simplex with vertices at the origin and
(d;,0,...,0),...,(0,...,0,d;). By Proposition 5.9, (—1)!7I-1="¢¥(X ;) is the coefficient
of t* in

DR A (O}

er++e.<|J|-1
e;>1 for all j

It is easily checked that ¢/ .. (t) = ¢/ .. (t) for all J and all ey,...,e,. Furthermore,

the decomposition (7.9) implies that e*(X) = ) €¥(X,), hence (—1)N~"e*(X) is
0£JCSsp

the coefficient of t* in

Do (MY gl ().

0#JCSep er1+-+e.<|[J|-1
e; 21 for all §

Using well-known facts about the cohomology of smooth complete intersections in P,
we conclude that

KE(PHN="(X,C)) = d(k + 7).

CorOLLARY 7.10. — The lower bound for the Newton polygon of the polynomial P(q~"t)
given by Theorem 1.8 is the Hodge polygon of PHN~"(X,C).
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8. Appendix

We begin by proving an elementary result about Koszul complexes for which we do
not know a reference. Let A be a commutative ring, M an A-module, and oq,...,0,
commuting endomorphisms of M as A-module. We compare the homology of the Koszul
complexes K.(M,{o;}7;) and K.(M,{o}?=) under the assumption that there is a
relation

n—1
(8.1) On = Z a; 0, a; € A.
i=1

Clearly this implies that Ho(K.(M, {0;}™,)) = Ho(K.(M, {o;}?)). Tt also implies
that the map

n—1

mey — meny + Z(—ai)m e}

i=1
induces a homomorphism ¢ : Hy(K.(M, {o;},)) — Hi(K.(M, {0;}}1))-

PROPOSITION 8.2. — Suppose Hy(K.(M,{c;}'=!)) = 0 for I > 0. Then
H(K.(M,{0:}—;)) = 0 for | > 1 and ¢ is an isomorphism.

Proof. — Let K.W(M,{c;}"=!) be the complex K.(M, {o;}7=}!) shifted one position
to the left, i.e.,

KM oY1) = Kia(M, {o3)75)).
There is a short exact sequence of complexes
0 — K.(M,{o:};5) = KM, {o:}iy) = KO (M, {o:}}5)) - 0,

where the map K;(M, {0;}7=}) — Ki(M,{o;}?_,) is the natural inclusion defined by
mer — mer for T C {1,...,n — 1}, |T| = {, and the map

Ki(M, {o5}) = KV(M, {03} = Ko (M, {o}7))
is defined by

0 ifngT,
MET T U mepyqny ifn €T,

for T C {1,...,n}, |T| = 1. Since Hy(K.(M,{0;}7')) = 0 for [ > 0, the associated long

exact homology sequence immediately implies that H;(K.(M,{o;}",)) = 0 for [ > 1.
The connecting homomorphism

H(K. (M, {o:}121)) = Ho(K.(M, {0:}]2)")) — Ho(K.(M, {0.}}5}))
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sends the homology class of m € M to the homology class of o,(m) € M. But

n—1

on(m) = Z a;0;(m), so this homology class is trivial, i.e., the connecting homomorphism

1=1
is zero. Thus the long exact homology sequence gives isomorphisms
Hy (K.(M, {0:}1,)) = Hi(K. (M, {0,}/21)) = Ho(K.(M, {o:};2})),

Ho(K.(M,{0:}},)) ~ Ho(K.(M, {o:};")),

hence an isomorphism

Hy(K.(M,{o:}i_1)) = Ho(K.(M, {o:};_1))-

From the definitions, one checks that this isomorphism sends a 1-cycle Z m; eg;) to the

i=1

0-cycle m,, eg. The map ¢ defined above is inverse to this isomorphism.

We apply this result in the setting of section 6. Assume that g is nondegenerate and that
fi is homogeneous of degree d; and commode, i = 1,...,r. Consider the Koszul complex
K.(S,0) = K.(B,{D;}i'5"). The homogeneity condition implies that dim A = N +r,
hence by [1, Theorem 2.9] there is a subset S’ C S of cardinality N +7, say, S’ = S\ {io},
such that K.(B, {D;}cs') is acyclic in positive dimension and D;, is a linear combination
of the D;’s, i € S, say D;, = Y, aiD;, a; € Q. Thus by Proposition 8.2, the map
(where £ € B)

Eep > Gigepio) + D (—w)éiepy

€S’

is an isomorphism of Hy(K.(S,0)) and H,(K.(S,0)). From (6.7) we see that the map
¢>g defined by (6.9) is just a nonzero scalar multiple of this isomorphism (in fact, the
scalar is ¢;,, where ¢; is defined following (6.9)), hence ¢g is also an isomorphism. More
generally, one has the following.

ProPOSITION 8.3. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode for i = 1,...,r.
Then for I C S with I, # 0 and Iy, # 0 we have H,(K.(I,0)) = 0 for | > 1 and ¢"
is an isomorphism.

Proof. — The hypothesis on I implies that dim A; = |I| — 1, hence one can repeat the
argument given above for the case I = S.

There is a modification for the Koszul complex K. = K.(R,{g;} ") of section 7.
The results of [1], together with Proposition 8.2, imply that there is an isomorphism
(homogeneous of degree 1) from Hy(K.) onto H (K.). The dimension of Hy(K.)*) can
then be calculated from (7.1). However, note that the map d)ﬂs defined by (6.9) need not be
an isomorphism unless dy, ..., d, are all prime to p. So in general, we have the following
weaker version of Proposition 8.3.

ProposITION 8.4. — Suppose that g is nondegenerate and f; is commode for i =1,...,r.
Then for I C S with I, # 0 and Is, # O we have H(K.(I,0)) = 0 for | > 1,
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dimg, Hi(K.(1,0))® = dimg, Hy(K.(I,0))*D, and dimp, Hy(K.(I,0))® is the
coefficient of t* in

> e, (1)

erteten=|Ip|—1
e;=0 if N+ig¢l4u

We prove another simple lemma on complexes. Let
0—-L —-M —-N.—-0

be a short exact sequence of complexes of A-modules. Suppose that p : Lo — Ly,
¢ : My — My, and ¢y : Ny — N; are A-module homomorphisms with image
contained in the space of l-cycles and sending O-boundaries to 1-boundaries (hence
they induce homomorphisms p : Ho(L.) — Hi(L.), ¢ : Ho(M.) — Hy(M.), and
¥ : Ho(N.) — Hy(N.)) such that the diagram

Li-=M —-N
(8.5) T 0T "]
Ly — My — Ny

commutes.

PROPOSITION 8.6. — If ) is surjective, then the connecting homomorphism H;(N.) —
Hy(L.) is zero. If in addition Hy(N.) = 0 and ¢ and ) are isomorphisms, then p is also
an isomorphism.

Proof. — We first show that the conecting homomorphism is zero. Let £ € N, be a
l-cycle. Since v is surjective, we may choose n € Ny such that 1(n) is homologous
to £. Choose ( € M, such that ( maps to n under the surjection My, — Ny. By the
commutativity of (8.5), ¢(¢) € M; maps to t(n) € N under the surjection M; — Nj.
But ¢(() is a 1-cycle in M, so by definition of the connecting homomorphism, £ maps to
0 in Ho(L.). If Hy(N.) = 0, one then has a commutative diagram with exact rows:

al il 1

Since ¢ and 1) are both isomorphisms, p must also be an isomorphism.
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