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Tetlock Findings on the Accuracy of Expert Forecasts

Issue Domain Status of Forecast N

Soviet Union Inaccurate 2T

Accurate 11

South Africa Inaccurate 15

Accurate 11

Source: Tetlock, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1998




The goal “ef the: Commission shall
Pe 16! pronote national: Ukt and
feconciliation 1Rk a spirt of

Understanding Whlchl tianscends
the conflicts and divisiens ef the

PaSt.
- (INationalr Unity: anal Reconciliation Act, Section (&) (11)).




Assumptions of the Truth &
Reconciliation; ProcCess
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- r‘; -~ Research Design

Suvey: Dates: Noyv: 2000 — Eelb 2001
3727 Adults (18yrs and elder) Seuth Affcans

IRtERVIEWE

Survey: transliated Inte 8 languages
Face 1o face Interviews
Rural/urian: stratification

Questionnaire ased on extensive focus group
[esearch acress the coeuntry.




Elements off Seuth Africa’s Coellective Memory.

Apartheld was a crime against humanity., (lirue)

Tihere were certaimnly seme' abuses under the old aparthaeld systen, bui
the 1deas hehind apartheld were hasically: goed enes. (False)

Beth these strugglingl fer and these struggling agaiast the old apartherd
system did! uniiergivanle things te people. (True)




Acceptance of Seuth Afirican Coellective
MIEMOKY.

% Accepting| as Tiruth

Statement

Blacks

Whites

Apartheid was a crime
against humanity>

94

/3

Despite abuses, apartheid
ideas were good ones

36

ol

Those struggling for &
against apartheid did
unforgivable things>




Figure 3.1 Acceptance of the TRC’s
Collective Memoery—Average Number of

Truths Accepted

epted
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Eespondent's Race

Note: Interracial difference of means: p < .001, Eta = .15.




The Dimensions of Reconciliation

Interracial
Tolerance

Institutional
Legitimacy

Reconciliation

Support for
Human Rights

Political
Tolerance




Racial Differences in Overall Levels
of Reconciliation




Truth Acceptance and Overall
Reconclliation lindex

Truth Acceptance 23 —>
Reconciliation

African

Truth Acceptance 53 —>
Reconciliation

White

Truth Acceptance 34 —>
Reconciliation

colouread.

Asian Origin Truth Acceptance 09 —>
Reconciliation




The Causal Relationship

Coloured South Africans

A7

Reconciliation




The Causal Relationship

South Africans of Asian Origin

25

Reconciliation




The Causal Relationship

White South Africans

43

Reconciliation




Yes, all'these things Wwhen! they: came out at the
TRC, | thought, my Ged, where was | iving?" \Was
that IR Seuth Afhca?

he whites, you didn‘t knoew: any. 6ff that was

goIng on. You'leoked onfapartheld and you were
comiiertanle hecause youlcould goel te the sheps and
go where youl liked.

Yes, they were happy. We were ignerant in a
sense ofi knewing what actually’ really: went on.




Q) Th0ose stiugagling. 1or ana. agalist apartinela alia. terin/é
1rnAgs: o) otners. Wihat aoryou ik o1 tias?

It’s very: true, hoth sides have bleod! on thelr hands.

Even the se-called liveratoers: had very iInhumane metnoads
that they used when they wanted! terput threugh' a

message . . . . A lot ofi people were hurt In the tewnships.

It*s true;, both sides, did bad things.

Ve WIenRgs Aot imake a gt




“All that a truth commission can
achieve Is to reduce the number of
lies that can be circulated

unchallenged In public discourse.”

- Michael Ignatieff 1996, 113.




Factors Contributing te the SUCCess
of Iruithrand Reconciliation

Penetrated society.

Impartiality




| CENTRE SIR,
-:j. © BUT WE
MADer ITH
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Factors Contributing te the SUCCess
of Iruithrand Reconciliation

Penetrated society.
Impartiality

The Viessage: --' Blaming all siaes




The Success of the TRC

Impartiality

A

Legitimacy

L

Credibility

e

Rethink
Apartheid




Factors Contributing te the SUCCess
of Iruithrand Reconciliation

Penetrated society.
Impartiality

The Viessage: --' Blaming all siaes
Overcoming the Justice [Deficii
Leadership




System Characteristics
Contributing torthe Suceess
ol Trtithrand Reconciliation

SUppeIt fer the e off law
Political piurralism

AMnEsty
Extent ofi Injuries




The Injuries of Apartheid

General Specific




System Characteristics
Contributing torthe Suceess
ol Trtithrand Reconciliation

SUppeIt fer the e off law
Political piurralism

AMnEsty
Extent ofi Injuries
Leadership




Macro Model

Rule of Law Evenhandedness

Political Pluralism
Truth and

Reconciliation Leadership
Amnesty Process

Extent of Injuries Societal Penetration




Connecting Reconciliation and Civil Peace

Component of Reconciliation Mechanism for Mitigating Intergroup Conflict
and Enhancing Democratic Consolidation

Reduction of political intolerance Expansion of individual freedom and the
marketplace of ideas

Reduction of intergroup prejudice Increased intergroup trust and cooperation

Support for a human right culture Increased constraints on the ability of authorities to
suspend/manipulate the rule of law

Institutional legitimacy Expanded capacity of institutions to make unpopular
but necessary decisions; increased acquiescence

Collective Memory Redirecting political debate from the past to the future




Political Culture

Pro-Democratic
Governing Group

Institutionalized
State

Ability to Implement
Amnesty

A\ 4

Opposition
Disengages

Reconciliation

Democratic
Consolidation




