
PARTICIPATION
IN AMERICA
Political Democracy
and Social Equality

Sidney Verba
Normon H. Nie
University of Chicago

Harper & Row, Publishers
New York Evanston San Francisco London



Contents

List of Tables ix
List of Figures xiii
Preface xix

1 Participation and Democracy 1

Parti THE PARTICIPATION INPUT 23

2 Citizen Participation: How Much? How Widespread? 25
3 The Modes of Participation: An Overview 44
4 The Modes of Participation: An Empirical Analysis 56
5 The Types of Participators: Their Orientations to Politics 82
6 Who Are the Activists? 95
7 The Rationality of Political Activity: A Reconsideration 102

VII



viii CONTENTS

PART II THE PROCESS OF POLITICIZATION 123

8 Social Status and Political Participation: The Standard Model 125
9 Participation and the Life Cycle 138 \

Blacks, Whites, and Participation 149
11 The Organizational Context of Political Participation 174
12 Political Parties and Political Participation 209
13 The Community Context of Participation: A Test of Two Models 229
14 Participation: The Record of the Past Two Decades 248

PART III THE CONSEQUENCES OF PARTICIPATION 265

15 Participation and Policy Preferences 267
16 Participation and Preferences: The Role of Social Position and Party 286
17 Participation and Leader Responsiveness: I. A Measure and Some Data 299
18 Participation and Leader Responsiveness: II. The Basic Hypotheses 309
19 Participation and Leader Responsiveness: III. Elaboration and Some

Counterhypotheses 319
20 Participation and Equality: Who Gets What and How? 334

Appendix A The Sample Design 345
Appendix B Description of the Participation Variables 350
Appendix C Descriptions and Frequency Distributions for the Demographic

Questions 363
Appendix D Descriptions of Attitude and Orientation Measures 367
Appendix E The Structure of Participation: Some Validity Checks 379
Appendix F Types of Participators: A Cluster Analysis 390
Appendix G Some Methodological Notes on Our Use of Parametric

Statistics 403
Appendix H Description of the Sample of Local Community Leaders 410
Appendix I The Computation of Citizen Elite Concurrence Scores 412
Index 415


