
PRINT AND PUBLIC POLITICS IN THE
ENGLISH REVOLUTION

This is a major reassessment of the communications revolution of the
seventeenth century. Using a wealth of archival evidence and the
considerable output of the press, Jason Peacey demonstrates how
newmedia – from ballads to pamphlets and newspapers – transformed
the English public’s ability to understand and participate in national
political life. He analyses how contemporaries responded to political
events as consumers of print; explores what they were able to learn
about national politics; and examines how they developed the ability
to appropriate a variety of print genres in order to participate in novel
ways. Amid structural change and conjunctural upheaval, he argues
that there occurred a dramatic re-shaping of the political nation, as
citizens from all walks of life developed new habits and practices for
engaging in daily political life, and for protecting and advancing their
interests. This ultimately involved experience-led attempts to rethink
the nature of representation and accountability.

j a son peacey is Senior Lecturer in British History at University
College London, and is also a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
His previous monograph, Politicians and Pamphleteers: Propaganda
During the English Civil Wars and Interregnum (2004) was proxime
accesit for the Royal Historical Society Whitfield Prize.
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For Annette, who has waited too long for this and for much else.

‘the things common to all men are more important than the things
peculiar to any men. Ordinary things are more valuable than

extraordinary things; nay, they are more extraordinary’.
G. K. Chesterton
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Montereul, ed. J. Fotheringham (2 vols.,
Edinburgh, 1898)

MP Main Papers (Parliamentary Archives)
Nalson J. Nalson, An Impartial Collection of the

Great Affairs of State (2 vols., London,
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Pepys Diary The Diary of Samuel Pepys, ed. R. Latham

and W. Matthews (11 vols., London, 1970–
83)
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RO record office
Rolls of Freemen The Rolls of Freemen of the City of Chester,

ed. J. Bennett (2 vols., Record Society of
Lancashire and Cheshire, 1906–8)

Rous Diary Diary of John Rous, ed. M. Green (Camden
Society, 66, 1856)

RS Record Society
RSLC Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire
Rugg The Diurnal of Thomas Rugg, 1659–1661, ed.

W. Sachse (Camden Society, 3rd series, 91,
1961)

Rushworth J. Rushworth, Historical Collections of
Private Passages of State (8 vols., London,
1721–2)

Salusbury Corr. Calendar of Salusbury Correspondence, 1553–
c.1700, ed. W. Smith (Cardiff, 1954)

Salt Library William Salt Library, Stafford
SB Studies in Bibliography
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SHL Senate House Library, University of
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Spalding, Memorialls J. Spalding, Memorialls of the Troubles in

Scotland and England (2 vols., Aberdeen,
1850–1)

SR Statutes of the Realm
SRO Scottish Record Office, Edinburgh
SRS Scottish Record Society
SS Surtees Society
Stat. Co. The Worshipful Company of Stationers,

London
STC A. Pollard and G. Redgrave, A Short Title

Catalogue of Books Printed in England. . .
1475–1640 (3 vols., London, 1976–1991)

SUL Sheffield University Library
Sydney Papers Sydney Papers, ed. R. Blencowe (London,

1825)
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TCD Trinity College Dublin
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THSLC Transactions of the Historical Society of
Lancashire and Cheshire

TNA The National Archives, Kew
TRHS Transactions of the Royal Historical Society
TSANHS Transactions of the Shropshire

Archaeological and Natural History
Society

TSAS Transactions of the Shropshire
Archaeological Society

TSP A Collection of the State Papers of John
Thurloe, ed. T. Birch (7 vols., London,
1742)

Tudor Constitutional
Documents

Tudor Constitutional Documents, ed.
J. Tanner (Cambridge, 1951)

TWAS Tyne and Wear Archives Service,
Newcastle

‘Twysden narrative’ Sir Roger Twysden, ‘An historical
narrative’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 1–4
(1858–61)

UCL University College London
UL University Library
Vaughan, Protectorate The Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, ed.

R. Vaughan, 2 vols., London, 1839)
Verney Notes Verney Papers. Notes of Proceedings in the

Long Parliament, ed. J. Bruce (Camden
Society, 31, 1845)

Walker Revised A. Matthews, Walker Revised (Oxford,
1988)

Whitelocke Diary The Diary of Bulstrode Whitelocke, 1605–
1675, ed. R. Spalding (Oxford, 1990)

Whiteway William Whiteway of Dorchester (Dorset
Record Society, 12, 1991)

Wing D. Wing et al., Short-Title Catalogue of
Books Printed in England. . . 1641–1700
(5 vols., New York, 1972–94)

Wood, Life and Times The Life and Times of Anthony Wood, ed.
A. Clark (5 vols., Oxford, 1891)

Worcester College Worcester College, Oxford
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WYAS West Yorkshire Archive Service
York Depositions Depositions from the Castle of York, ed.

J. Raine (Surtees Society, 40, 1861)
Yorkshire Diaries Yorkshire Diaries and Autobiographies in the

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (2
vols., Surtees Society, 65, 77, 1877–86)

Citing pamphlets and newsbooks

In order to keep footnotes manageable, abbreviated references have been
given for seventeenth-century pamphlets and newsbooks. Pamphlets are
cited with a short title and author’s surname (where appropriate), followed
by the publication date and a standard bibliographical reference. Material
that is not listed in these reference works is given a short title and is preceded
by an archival reference. Newsbooks are likewise cited with short titles, and
with standard bibliographical references from C. Nelson andM. Seccombe,
British Newspapers and Periodicals, 1641–1700 (New York, 1987).
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