
PROBLEM FATHERS IN SHAKESPEARE
AND RENAISSANCE DRAMA

Fathers are central to the drama of Shakespeare’s time: they are
revered, even sacred, yet they are also flawed human beings who
feature as obstacles in plays of all genres. In Problem Fathers in
Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama, Tom MacFaul examines how
fathers are paradoxical and almost anomalous characters on the
English Renaissance stage. Starting as figures of confident authority
in early Elizabethan drama, their scope for action becomes gradually
more restricted, until by late Jacobean drama they have accepted the
limitations of their power. MacFaul argues that this process points
towards a crisis of patriarchal authority in wider contemporary
culture. While Shakespeare’s plays provide a key insight into these
shifts, this book explores the dramatic culture of the period more
widely to present the ways in which Shakespeare’s work differed
from that of his contemporaries, while both sharing and informing
their artistic and ideological preoccupations.

tom macfaul is Fellow and Departmental Lecturer in English at
Merton College, University of Oxford. He is the author of Male
Friendship in Shakespeare and his Contemporaries (2007), Poetry and
Paternity in Renaissance England (2010), and many articles on
Renaissance poetry and drama. He is also the co-editor of Tottel’s
Miscellany (2011) with Amanda Holton.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PROBLEM FATHERS

IN SHAKESPEARE AND

RENAISSANCE DRAMA

TOM MACFAUL

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambr idge univer s i ty pres s
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,

Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107028944

# Tom MacFaul 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012

Printed and bound in the United Kingdom by the MPG Books Group

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

MacFaul, Tom.
Problem fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance drama / Tom MacFaul.

pages cm
isbn 978-1-107-02894-4

1. Shakespeare, William, 1564–1616–Characters–Fathers. 2. Shakespeare, William,
1564–1616–Criticism and interpretation. 3. Fathers in literature. 4. English literature–Early

modern, 1500–1700–History and criticism. I. Title.
pr2992.f3m33 2012

822.303–dc23
2012015668

isbn 978-1-107-02894-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such

websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Sally

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgements page viii

1 Introduction 1

2 Staying fathers in early Elizabethan drama: Gorboduc
to The Spanish Tragedy 20

3 Identification and impasse in drama of the 1590s:
Henry VI to Hamlet 64

4 Limiting the father in the 1600s: the wake of Hamlet
and King Lear 120

5 After The Tempest 173

Conclusion 215

Notes 220
Bibliography 241
Index 251

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements

This book began with a lengthy reading project – a chronological survey
of all surviving Elizabethan and Jacobean drama. I am particularly grateful
to the staff of the English Faculty Library in Oxford for granting me
special loans which enabled the relatively swift completion of that reading.
I have also had very useful conversations with many colleagues at Oxford
about the progress of the project, including Richard McCabe, Emma
Smith, Laurie Maguire, David Norbrook, Jonathan Thacker, Steven
Gunn, Helen Moore, John Pitcher, and Glenn Black. Thanks are due
to John Lee and attendees at the University of Bristol Renaissance
Graduate seminar, where I presented some of my ideas as the first draft
of the book was completed. Sarah Stanton at Cambridge University Press
has been a model of patience as this book went through its various
revisions; the anonymous readers for the Press were insightful and very
helpful, giving me valuable advice on pruning what had threatened to
become rather an unwieldy book; thanks also to Fleur Jones and Christina
Sarigiannidou for seeing the book through the press, and to Chris Jackson
for his careful copy-editing. I am grateful to Merton College for a
research grant covering the cost of the index. Amy Waite gave invaluable
assistance in checking quotations. Most of all, I would like to offer
heartfelt thanks to my undergraduate students over the years, particularly
at Corpus Christi and Merton Colleges: their fresh and imaginatively
engaged perspectives on the great literature of the past is a constant
reminder of the real audience for our scholarly endeavours.

viii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02894-4 - Problem Fathers in Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama
Tom Macfaul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028944
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

