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PSYCHOANALYSI S, EVOLUTI ONAND

THE END OF METAPHYSI CS

St an Spyr os Dr aenos

The end of met aphysi cs i s t he st or y whi ch, i n Fr eud' s eyes, psychoanal ysi s

br i ngs t o i t s concl usi on . That st or y begi ns wi t h t he i nsi ght s of Coper ni cus . But

t hat begi nni ng di d not t r ul y compl et e i t sel f unt i l t he t ur n of our own cent ur y

when, t hr ough psychoanal ysi s, sci ence f i nal l y penet r at ed t he sacr osanct domai n

of t he sel f t o pr ovi de a met hodol ogy of sel f - under st andi ng f or men l i vi ng i n a

r at i onal i zed wor l d . , I n what f ol l ows, I expl or e t he movement of mi nd t hat

under l i es Fr eud' s t heor et i cal sel f - under st andi ng i n or der t o see what was at

st ake at t he moment when t he met aphysi cal t r adi t i on l ost al l r el evance t o t he

under st andi ng of l i f e . For seen f r om t he per spect i ve of our cont empor ar y

si t uat i on, psychoanal ysi s appear s as a l ast ef f or t t o ar t i cul at e an i nt egr at i ve,

det er mi nat e vi si on of man bef or e t he under st andi ng of l i f e di ssol ved i nt o t he

exi st ent i al mor ass we l i ve i n t oday .

The key t o Fr eud' s vi si on, and t o t he pl ace of hi s t hought wi t hi n West er n

specul at i on about man, can be st at ed si mpl y: psychoanal ysi s r eal i zes t he end of

met aphysi cs by el abor at i ng t he meani ng of Dar wi ni sm f or human sel f -

under st andi ng . By t hi s I do not mean t hat Fr eud had such a pr oj ect i n mi nd as

a f or mal pr ogr am of t hought . Rat her , evol ut i on was f or Fr eud an i ndubi t abl e

r eal i t y . And psychoanal yt i c t heor y ar ose out of t he genui ne per pl exi t i es t hat

sur r ounded t he quest i on of man i n t he l i ght of t he r eal i t y Dar wi n had

di scl osed . St i l l , psychoanal ysi s i s no evol ut i onar y ant hr opol ogy, at l east not i n

any convent i onal sense, f or Fr eud does not appr oach t he phenomenon of man

f r om t he met hodol ogi cal per spect i ve of evol ut i onar y bi ol ogy . That i s, he does

not i nt er r ogat e human evi dences wi t h a vi ew t o di scover i ng t he r el at i ve sur vi val

advant ages, and t hus t he r ai son d' et r e, of such di st i nct i ve f eat ur es of homo

sapi ens as l anguage, t ool - f abr i cat i on and use, or t he upr i ght post ur e . I nst ead of

t he bi ol ogi cal meani ng of bei ng human, psychoanal ysi s i s concer ned wi t h t he

human meani ng of bei ng a bi ol ogi cal ent i t y, and wi t h f i ndi ng a way of maki ng

t hat meani ng t he basi s of our sel f - under st andi ng, bot h as i ndi vi dual s and as

speci es- member s . I t i s t he quest i on of meani ng t hat sust ai ns t he specul at i ve

vi t al i t y of psychoanal yt i c t heor y, and f or ms i t s poi nt of cr i t i cal engagement

wi t h t he met aphysi cal t r adi t i on.
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A si ngl e, r adi cal i nsi ght f ounds t he psychoanal yt i c per spect i ve and r emai ns

i t s pol e of or i ent at i on t hr oughout - r emai ns unchanged, t hat i s, even i n t he

shi f t of t he t heor et i cal cent er of gr avi t y f r om t he unconsci ous t o t he er os i n-

st i nct s af t er 1919 . That si ngl e i nsi ght may be char act er i zed as a r edef i ni t i on of

t he essence of man . For psychoanal ysi s, t hat essence i s desi r e . And t he deci si ve

f or mul at i ons f or t he det er mi nat i on of t hat essence ar e devel oped i n t he

f oundi ng wor k of psychoanal ysi s, The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams ( 1900) .

The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams shar es wi t h Hei degger ' s Bei ng and Ti me

( 1927) t he sensi bi l i t y t hat t he over whel mi ng r eal = t y of ever yday l i f e cl oses t he

i ndi vi dual of f f r omt he r eal i zat i on of an aut hent i c sel f . 2 For t he pur sui t of t hat

sel f , Fr eud bi ds us t ur n t o our dr eams wi t h a mi nd t o di scover i ng i t s hi dden

meani ng t her e . Whi l e t hus el evat i ng t he dr eam and maki ng i t t he

mani f est at i on of t he mi nd' s aut hent i c or i gi nal i t y, The I nt er pr et at i on of

Dr eams conver sel y di vest s of subst ance t he mi nd' s emphat i c expr essi on i n t he

l uci d sel f - consci ousness of r ef l ect i ng r eason and subst ant i al i zes i n i t s st ead an

unconsci ous domai n of sheer i mpul se . For t hat domai n, suppr essed i n waki ng

l i f e, i s what gai ns expr essi on ( al bei t a di st or t ed one, r equi r i ng i nt er pr et at i on) i n

dr eams . The onset of sl eep mar ks t he wi t hdr awal of ext er nal r eal i t y . Dr eams ar e

what t he mi nd pr oduces whol l y out of i t sel f when f r eed f r om t he need t o at -

t end t o t he di st r act i ons t hat i nt r ude upon i t f r omwi t hout .

" Man i s expl i ci t l y man, " Hegel i nf or ms us i n t he pr ef ace t o The

Phenomenol ogy of Spi r i t , " onl y i n t he f or m of devel oped and cul t i vat ed

r eason, whi ch has made i t sel f t o be what i t i s i mpl i ci t l y .
" 3

Agai nst t hi s

i dent i f i cat i on of t he human essence wi t h r eason' s r ef l ect i ve sel f - expl i cat i on

must be pl aced Fr eud' s asser t i on t hat " t he cor e of our bei ng" consi st s " of

unconsci ous wi shf ul i mpul ses . " 4 Bet ween t he t wo f or mul at i ons st ands Dar -

wi n' s br i ngi ng of t he Coper ni can- Gal i l ean r evol ut i on - whi ch had ext r uded

man f r om nat ur e - ar ound f ul l ci r cl e t o embr ace man hi msel f . Af t er Dar wi n,

t he nat ur e whi ch nat ur al sci ence has i n vi ew i s necessar i l y, as J . H. Randal l has

put i t , a " nat ur e wi t h man i n i t . " 5 And t he r esul t i s t hat t he subor di nat i on of

l i f e t o t he di sci pl i ne of r eason, whi ch i nf or med r ef l ect i ve phi l osophy' s con-

t i nuat i on of t he met aphysi cal t r adi t i on, i s i nver t ed by psychoanal ysi s i nt o t he

subor di nat i on of r eason t o t he vi ci ssi t udes of l i f e. Hegel ' s met aphysi cs begi ns

i n t he nai ve sel f - consci ousness of t he i ndi vi dual who r eal i zes hi msel f t o be " t he

i mmedi at e cer t ai nt y of sel f . . . uncondi t i oned bei ng . " 6 Si mi l ar l y, Fr eud' s

psychoanal ysi s t akes " act s of consci ousness" t o be " i mmedi at e dat a" t hat ar e

" wi t hout par al l el " and whi ch " def y al l expl anat i on or descr i pt i on . " 7 The

i mmedi at e sel f - cer t ai nt y of consci ousness wi t h whi ch bot h men begi n,

however , al so mar ks t he poi nt of depar t ur e f or t wo r adi cal l y di f f er ent vent ur es .

For , i n cont r ast t o Hegel ' s Phenomenol ogy, psychoanal yt i c r ef l ect i on st ands i n

t he shadow of Dar wi n, of t he knowl edge ascer t ai ned by t he sci ence of ext er nal

r eal i t y t hat human exi st ence has an ani mal essence . Whi l e t aki ng i t s st and i n,
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and never abandoni ng t he f i el d of phenomena f i r st del i mi t ed by r ef l ect i ve

phi l osophy, psychoanal yt i c t heor y makes r ecour se t o nat ur al hi st or y f or t he

det er mi nat i on of t hat essence . And t hi s, i n t he f i r st i nst ance, means r ecour se t o

dr eams f or t he det er mi nat i on of t he hi dden t ur ni ngs of desi r e i n whi ch t he

aut hent i c sel f consi st s . Cont r ar y t o t he cont empor ar y r eadi ng of Fr eud,

however , psychoanal yt i c t heor y does not t her eby t ake i t s bear i ngs f r om t he

wor k of i nt er pr et at i on . 8 I nst ead, t he wor k of i nt er pr et at i on i s i t sel f gover ned

f r ombegi nni ng t o end by Fr eud' s i nsi ght i nt o what t he essence of man must be

i n t he l i ght of what Dar wi n had t aught . And as a pr e- r ef l ect i ve ur ge t hat ar i ses

spont aneousl y wi t hi n consci ousness, t he wi sh i s t he per f ect choi ce of

desi gnat i on f or t hat essence . The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams i nt ends t o t each

men how, by t ur ni ng away f r om t he ext er nal l y- i mposed posi t i vi t i es of waki ng

l i f e, t hey can gai n access t o what l i es hi dden at t he cor e of t hei r bei ng . Then, i n

Thr ee Essays on t he Theor y of Sexual i t y ( 1905) , Fr eud gi ves t he di ssi mul at i ons

of desi r e an or gani c gr ound by f ur t her r esol vi ng " wi shf ul i mpul ses" i nt o

somat ogeni cal l y- f i xed sour ces of l i bi di nal ener gy . Toget her , The I nt er pr et at i on

of Dr eams and t he Thr ee Essays f i l l out t he met apsychol ogi cal pr ogr am Fr eud

had out l i ned f or Fl ei ss i n 1898 . 9 For Fr eud, t he mi nd i s no l onger t he i n-

dependent ont ol ogi cal subst ance i t was f or t he f ounder of r ef l ect i ve

phi l osophy, Descar t es . Now t he mi nd i s under st ood t o be an emanat i on of t he

body l i ved f r om wi t hi n .

I n nei t her The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams nor t he Thr ee Essays i s Fr eud yet

awar e of j ust how r adi cal t he i mpl i cat i ons of hi s semi nal i nsi ght ar e . I nst ead, he

r emai ns - al bei t awkwar dl y - wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of t he phi l osophi cal

t r adi t i on . Thus, t he asser t i on t hat , not r eason, but unconsci ous wi shf ul i m-

pul ses f or m t he cor e of our bei ng does not pr event Fr eud f r om f i xi ng t he

r el at i ons of " r eason" and " i mpul se" i n a hi er ar chy of hi gher and l ower human

f acul t i es def i ni t i ve f or t hat t r adi t i on . I n f ul l accor d wi t h t he t r adi t i onal

hi er ar chy, t he ai m of psychoanal ysi s, we ar e t ol d i n t he dr eam book, i s t o br i ng

het er onomous unconsci ous i mpul ses " under t he domi nat i on of r at i onal

psychi al pr ocesses, as he t akes t o be t he case f or nor mal psychi al f unct i oni ng . 10

And unconsci ous wi shf ul i mpul ses cannot be t he " essence of man" , as I have

cl ai med t o be t he case i n psychoanal ysi s, i f some hi gher power cont r ol s t hem.

Fr eud' s choi ce of t he wor d " domi nat i on" i s t el l i ng her e, and r eveal s t he

si gni f i cance of t hi s appar ent cont r adi ct i on . Reason becomes an i nst r ument of

psychi al domi nat i on r at her t han t he r eal i zat i on of a r at i onal l y- or der ed har -

mony of t he soul i n Fr eud because i t has l ost i t s met aphysi cal sanct i on . Or , t o

put t he mat t er anot her way, l acki ng met aphysi cal j ust i f i cat i on, r eason l oses al l

subst ant i ve cont ent , al l nor m- gi vi ng f or ce, and becomes mer el y a necessi t y-

i mposed r egul at i ve f unct i on of t he " ment al appar at us" - a means among

means i n t he t echni que of l i vi ng, whi l e i t sel f unabl e t o det er mi ne t he sense of

l i vi ng . Or gani c need i s what sust ai ns t hat sense f or Fr eud .
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Onl y af t er compl et i ng hi s r esol ut i on of mi nd i nt o body does Fr eud di scover

t hat a deepeni ng of hi s gener at i ve i nsi ght i s r equi r ed i f t he r ecour se t o nat ur al '

hi st or y wer e i t sel f t o f i nd compl et i on . I n t hi s deepeni ng of hi s or i gi nal i nsi ght ,

unconsci ous wi shf ul i mpul ses ar e no l onger subor di nat ed wi t hi n t he decayi ng

f r amewor k of phi l osophi cal r at i onal i sm. Now, what i s " hi ghest " i n man i s

i dent i f i ed, not wi t h r at i onal pr ocesses t hat domi nat e i mpul se, but wi t h con-

f l i ct s i nt er nal t o i mpul se i t sel f . What I amr ef er i ng t o i s t hat essent i al f eat ur e of

" l at e" Fr eud, t he super - ego, whi ch he char act er i zes as t he i d' s r epr esent at i ve

t o t he ego . " I n t he f or mul at i on of t he super - ego, but not by t hat al one,

psychoanal yt i c t heor y f i nal l y br eaks t hr ough t he f r amewor k t hat had cont ai ned

i t . Fr eed f r om t he i nhi bi t i ons of Fr eud' s ear l y r at i onal i sm, t hough not f r om

i nhi bi t i on i t sel f , desi r e st eps f or t h as t he essence of man .

The psychoanal yt i c per spect i ve as ar t i cul at ed by Fr eud ent ai l s a di savowal of

met aphysi cs . But hi s di savowal i s not t hat of a posi t i vi st obl i vi ous t o t he

concer ns t hat ani mat ed met aphysi cal specul at i on . Nor i s i t mer el y an i nci dent al

consequence of t he psychoanal yt i c out l ook . Rat her , psychoanal yt i c t hought i s

f undament al l y or i ent ed by t hat di savowal , and bear s wi t hi n i t sel f t he mar k of

met aphysi cs by vi r t ue of i t . That mar k i s t he essent i al i sm whi ch sust ai ns t he

psychoanal yt i c vi si on of human r eal i t y . Essent i al i sm, t he not i on t hat a si ngl e

pr i nci pl e or subst ance under l i es al l t he mani f est at i ons of a par t i cul ar ent i t y,

t her eby maki ng i t be what i t i s, has i t s pr ovenance i n t he her i t age of

met aphysi cs - a her i t age whi ch, cast adr i f t f r om i t s moor i ngs by t he Coper -

ni can r evol ut i on, suf f er ed shi pwr eck i n t he ni net eent h cent ur y . That un-

consci ous wi shf ul i mpul ses const i t ut e t he cor e of our bei ng i s t he def i ni t i ve

i nsi ght ar ound whi ch Fr eud' s t heor y of man cr yst al l i zes . I n t hi s, Fr eud' s

t hought per pet uat es essent i al i sm i n t he af t er mat h of met aphysi cs by r eal i zi ng

t he sense of essent i al i sm i n a r adi cal l y al t er ed set t i ng . Evol ut i oni sm est abl i shed

t hat new set t i ng by bei ng t he i nst r ument t hr ough whi ch nat ur al sci ence coul d

f i nal l y make a ser i ous cl ai m upon t he t ot al i t y of t he exi st ent . Psychoanal ysi s

al l i es i t sel f wi t h t hi s cl ai m and t r i es t o make i t good by r eadi ng man back i nt o

nat ur e wi t hout pr ej udi ce t o t he i nner most , i nt i mat e evi dences of t he human

pr esence wi t hi n t he exi st ent .

To ar t i cul at e t hi s mat t er i n t er ms of a per pet uat i on of essent i al i sm wi t hout

t he suppor t of met aphysi cs woul d seem t o i nvol ve a f undament al con-

t r adi ct i on . For t he f act of t he mat t er i s t hat t he i mpl i ci t ont ol ogy of nat ur al

sci ence - per haps best expr essed i n t he not i on of r eal i t y as pr ocess - i s

pr of oundl y ant i - essent i al i st . Dar wi n' s compl et i on of " t he Coper ni can

r evol ut i on i n ont ol ogy" , t o use Hans Jonas' wor ds, 12 consi st s pr eci sel y i n t he

di ssol ut i on of essent i al i sm' s l ast st r onghol d - vi z. , l i vi ng nat ur e whose

or gani sms, bot h i ndi vi dual l y, and i n t hei r mut ual i nt er r el at i ons, seem t o

mani f est some ki nd of t el eol ogi cal or der . Despi t e i t s el i mi nat i on of pur pose

f r om t he ki ngdom of l i f e, however , Dar wi ni sm i t sel f pr ovi ded t he set t i ng f or
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Fr eud' s r econst i t ut i on of human bei ng i n accor dance wi t h a per cept i on of i t s

essence . But bef or e we can expl ai n how t hi s i s so, we must f i r st demonst r at e

what we have t hus f ar onl y st at ed - namel y, t hat Fr eud' s t ur n t o nat ur al

hi st or y dr aws i t s st r engt h and i t s r udi ment ar y or i ent at i on f r om hi s t ur n away

f r ommet aphysi cs .

" The i nt el l ect ual per i od . . . has now been l ef t behi nd" , we ar e t ol d i n t he

ear l y pages of The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams, " when t he human mi nd was

domi nat ed by phi l osophy and not by t he exact nat ur al sci ences . " 13 Yet t hat

r eal i zat i on di d not det er hi m, i n pr i vat e cor r espondence, f r omadmi t t i ng t o an

ul t er i or mot i ve i n t he pur sui t of hi s sci ent i f i c st udi es . I n l et t er s t o Fl ei ss j ust

f ol l owi ng t he compl et i on of t he dr eambook, Fr eud wr i t es, " I see t hat you ar e

usi ng t he ci r cui t ous r out e of medi ci ne t o at t ai n your f i r st i deal , t he

physi ol ogi cal under st andi ng of man, whi l e I secr et l y nur se t he hope of ar r i vi ng

by t he same r out e at my own or i gi nal obj ect i ve, phi l osophy . " And a mont h

l at er , t he same conf essi on r ecur s i n somewhat r evi sed f or m. " When I was

young, t he onl y t hi ng I l onged f or was phi l osophi cal knowl edge, and now t hat

I am goi ng over f r om medi ci ne t o psychol ogy, I am i n t he pr ocess of at t ai ni ng

i t . " 14 What pr ompt ed t hi s ci r cui t ous r out e t o t he r eal i zat i on of phi l osophi cal

i mpul ses, and what i n t he wr i t i ng of The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams made hi m

f eel t hat he was at t ai ni ng phi l osophi cal knowl edge, Fr eud l eaves uncl ear . But

t he at t i t ude t owar ds met aphysi cs expr essed i n t he dr eam book pr ovi des, I

t hi nk, some essent i al cl ues .

I n The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams, Fr eud f el t cal l ed upon t o make an

unambi guous di scl ai mer of met aphysi cal i nt ent . The cont ext i s a pol emi cal one

i n whi ch Fr eud at t acks t he " pr evai l i ng t r end of t hought i n psychi at r y t oday"

accor di ng t o whi ch " anyt hi ng t hat mi ght i ndi cat e t hat ment al l i f e i s i n any way

i ndependent of demonst r abl e or gani c changes or t hat i t s mani f est at i ons ar e i n

any way spont aneous" pr ovokes al ar m. " Even when i nvest i gat i on has shown

t hat t he pr i mar y exci t i ng cause of a phenomenon i s psychi cal , " we ar e assur ed,

" deeper r esear ch wi l l one day t r ace t he pat h f ur t her and di scover an or gani c

basi s ( Begr i i ndung) f or t he ment al event . " I n t he meant i me, t o gr ant ment al

i mpul ses " means of t hei r own" does not commi t one t o " t he met aphysi cal

vi ewof t he nat ur e of t he mi nd ( demmet aphysi chen Seel enwesen) " , 1s

Fr eud hi msel f ar t i cul at es t he cr uci al connect i on bet ween t hi s di sassoci at i on

of psychoanal yt i c under st andi ng f r om met aphysi cs and hi s sense t hat The

I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams had car r i ed hi m, vi a t he ci r cui t ous r out e or nat ur al

sci ence, t o t he r eal i zat i on of phi l osophi cal year ni ngs . I n The Psychopat hol ogy

of Ever yday Li f e ( 1901) , a book ot her wi se devoi d of specul at i ve cont ent , we

suddenl y encount er a st r i ki ng and i nci si ve expr essi on of t he " spi r i t ual "

or i ent at i on of psychoanal yt i c t hought i n whi ch Fr eud def i nes t he meani ng of

hi s sci ent i f i c wor k i n t er ms of t he i nver si on of met aphysi cs . Her e met aphysi cs i s

associ at ed, not wi t h t he phi l osophi cal t r adi t i on or i gi nat i ng wi t h t he Gr eeks,
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but wi t h t he r el i gi ous " Pl at oni sm f or t he masses" t hat was absor bed i nt o t he

concept ual f r amewor k of t hat t r adi t i on .

A l ar ge par t of t he myt hol ogi cal vi ew of t he wor l d, whi ch

ext ends a l ong way i nt o t he most moder n r el i gi ons, i ' s

not hi ng but psychol ogy pr oj ect ed i nt o t he ext er nal wor l d.

The obscur e r ecogni t i on . . . of psychi cal f act or s and

r el at i ons i n t he unconsci ous i s mi r r or ed . . . i n t he con-

st r uct i on of a super nat ur al r eal i t y, whi ch i s dest i ned t o be

changed back once mor e by sci ence i nt o t he psychol ogy of

t he unconsci ous . One coul d vent ur e t o expl ai n i n t hi s way

t he myt hs of par adi se and t he f al l of man, of God, of good

and evi l , of i mmor t al i t y, and so on, and t o t r ansf or m

met aphysi cs i nt o met apsychol ogy . 1 6

The t r ansf or mat i on of met aphysi cs i nt o met apsychol ogy must not be conf used

wi t h t he di smi ssal of met aphysi cal concer ns as meani ngl ess, t ypi cal , f or i n-

st ance, of t he l ogi cal posi t i vi sm of t he Vi enna Ci r cl e . ' ? I n t hi s t r ansf or mat i on,

Fr eud does not mer el y j et t i son met aphysi cs as some ki nd of col ossal l i ngui st i c

bl under . On t he cont r ar y, as t he r ef l ect i on of psychi cal f act or s i n t he un-

consci ous, met aphysi cs becomes t he mi r r or i n whi ch t he mi nd mi ght seek t he

i mage of i t s own i nner most r eal i t y . The psychol ogy of t he unconsci ous f ul f i l s

t he sci ent i f i cal l y- or dai ned dest i ny of met aphysi cs by t r ansf or mi ng i t i nt o

met apsychol ogy . I n t he l et t er t o Fl ei ss wher e Fr eud l ays out t he pr ogr am of

psychoanal yt i c t heor y, we saw how Fr eud used t he t er m met apsychol ogy t o

si gni f y t he or gani c, whi ch he l ocat es at a l evel bot h behi nd and beneat h t he

psychol ogi cal . Now, i n hi s f i r st publ i shed use of t he t er m ( t hen dr opped unt i l

t he Met apsychol ogi cal Paper s of 1915) , Fr eud si t uat es met apsychol ogy i n pol ar

opposi t i on t o met aphysi cs . Yet t he or i gi nal bi ol ogi cal meani ng of t he t er m i s

st i l l l at ent i n t hi s new f or mul at i on . For what ul t i mat el y sust ai ns met aphysi cal

i l l usi ons ar e t he ur gent somat i c needs ar i si ng f r om t he body whi ch t he wi shf ul

i mpul ses popul at i ng t he unconsci ous r epr esent .

I n act ual f act , t he t r ansf or mat i on of met aphysi cs i nt o met apsychol ogy

r emai ns an unf ul f i l l ed pr ogr ammat i c st at ement , unt i l Tot emand Taboo, some

el even year s l at er , r eal i zed i t s subst ance as an ant hr opol ogy . Nonet hel ess, i t

r emai ns an i mpor t ant si gnpost on t he way of Fr eud' s t hought . Fl ect er e si

nequeo super os, Acher ont a movebo ( " I f I cannot bend t he Hi gher Power s, I

wi l l st i r up t he under wor l d" ) was t he mot t o Fr eud chose f or t he dr eam book .

And, wi t hout cont r adi ct i ng hi s l at er expl anat i on t hat t hi s mot t o si mpl y

r epr esent s t he cour se t aken by r epr essed wi shes whi ch, r ej ect ed by con-
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sci ousness, f i nd t hei r expr essi on i n dr eams, 18 i t can al so be made t o st and f or

t he cour se t aken by Fr eud' s yout hf ul phi l osophi cal passi ons i n t he r ecogni t i on

t hat t he t r i umph nat ur al sci ence r eal i zed t hr ough Dar wi n had f or ecl osed access

t o t he met aphysi cal r eal m - t he r eal m wher e, t r adi t i onal l y, mi nd f ound i n

phi l osophi cal knowl edge " i t s r eal i zat i on, " as Hegel t el l s us, " and t he

ki ngdom i t set s up f or i t sel f i n i t s own nat i ve el ement . " 19 As met aphysi cs

r ef l ect ed back i nt o i t s or i gi ns, met apsychol ogy - t hat i s, " bi ol ogy" -

becomes f or Fr eud t he new sour ce of t r anscendent meani ng . Or , r at her , as a

r esponse t o Dar wi n' s enf ol di ng of t he mi nd wi t hi n nat ur e, t he t r ansf or mat i on

of met aphysi cs i nt o met apsychol ogy subst i t ut es an i mmanent " wi t hi n" f or a

t r anscendent " beyond" as t he gr ound of sel f - under st andi ng .

The f or goi ng consi der at i ons show t hat Fr eud' s mat er i al i sm ar i ses out of hi s

di savowal of met aphysi cs - a di savowal whi ch gi ves def i ni t i ve f or mt o t he new

vi si on of human r eal i t y he t r i es t o el abor at e i n t he af t er mat h of met aphysi cs .

We must now t r y t o gai n a cl oser under st andi ng of what i s i nvol ved i n t he

psychoanal yt i c i nver si on of met aphysi cs by consi der i ng mor e f ul l y how Dar -

wi ni sm si mul t aneousl y f or ecl oses access t o met aphysi cs and opens t he

possi bi l i t y of r econst i t ut i ng a compr ehensi ve vi si on of man as homo nat ur a.

I f my concer n wer e si mpl y t o show t hat Fr eud was deepl y i nf l uenced by t he

advent of evol ut i onar y bi ol ogy, cer t ai nl y I woul d have done bet t er t o ci t e

Lamar ck r at her t han Dar wi n as deci si ve f or t he devel opment of psychoanal yt i c

t hought . For Fr eud was a l i f e- l ong adher ent of Lamar ck' s vi ews concer ni ng t he

nat ur e of t he evol ut i onar y pr ocess . I n par t i cul ar , Fr eud f ound t he Lamar cki an

mechani sm of evol ut i on t hr ough t he i nher i t ance of acqui r ed char act er i st i cs

hospi t abl e t o, and usef ul f or t he ar t i cul at i on of hi s t heor y of human

psychogenesi s . My f undament al t hesi s, however , - t he t hesi s t hat

psychoanal ysi s el abor at es t he meani ng of Dar wi ni sm f or human sel f -

under st andi ng - does not r ef er t o t he " i nf l uence" of evol ut i oni sm on Fr eud' s

t hought . The el uci dat i on of a gr eat t hi nker ' s wor k i n t er ms of a hi st or y of

i nf l uences, however usef ul i n f ami l i ar i zi ng us wi t h hi s i nt el l ect ual envi r onment

can, i n any case, never succeed i n r eveal i ng t he t heor et i cal passi on t hat con-

sumes i t sel f i n t he l i f e of hi s t hought . What ever i t s appr opr i at i ons and

what ever i t s f ai l i ngs, Fr eud' s t hought i s or i gi nal . That i s, i t poses and answer s

f or i t sel f t he essent i al quest i ons r at her t han mer el y adopt i ng a r eady- made

vi ewpoi nt , met hodol ogy or set of assumpt i ons . The f undament al t hesi s i s

meant t o i ndi cat e t he or i gi nal i t y of psychoanal ysi s as a sol ut i on t o t he engi ma

evol ut i oni sm posed f or sel f - under st andi ng - as a convol ut ed, but consi st ent

r esponse t o t he quest i on man had become f or hi msel f i n t he wake of Dar wi n . I t

was hi s concer n wi t h t he " spi r i t ual " i mpact of evol ut i onar y sci ence t hat l ed

Fr eud t o ci t e Dar wi n and not Lamar ck i n hi s f amous di scussi on of t he t hr ee

bl ows deal t t o human nar ci ssi sm by t he r esear ches of sci ence, even t hough he

consi der ed Lamar ck' s wor k, whi ch pr eceded t hat of Dar wi n, t o be sci ent i f i cal l y
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mor e val i d . For i t was wi t h Dar wi n t hat t he nat ur al sci ences came f ul l y t o

domi nat e t he human mi nd . 20 Thi s meant , mor eover , t hat t he consequences of

evol ut i oni sm f or human sel f - under st andi ng woul d have t o be wor ked out i n

accor dance wi t h t he ont ol ogi cal bl uepr i nt pr oj ect ed by t he nat ur al sci ences,

al t hough Dar wi ni sm i t sel f , as we shal l see, i nt r oduced a new di mensi on i nt o

t hat bl uepr i nt . What I am suggest i ng wi t h t he f undament al t hesi s i s t hat ,

when gi ven a r eadi ng appr opr i at e t o i t s i nner most pr obl ems, psychoanal yt i c

t heor y i l l umi nat es t he new si t uat i on of under st andi ng and hel ps us gai n our

bear i ngs wi t h r espect t o i t . Mor e par t i cul ar l y, i n t he cont ext of our cur r ent

di scussi on, Fr eud' s r ecour se f r om met aphysi cs t o nat ur al hi st or y at t est s t o t he

cl osur e of t he met aphysi cal hor i zon i n whi ch evol ut i oni sm pl ayed a deci si ve

r ol e . I t was i nt o t hi s si t uat i on t hat psychoanal ysi s st epped i n or der t o pr ovi de

what Fr eud cl ai med t o be " a deci si ve new or i ent at i on i n t he wor l d and i n

sci ence . " 21 I n di savowi ng met aphysi cs and t ur ni ng t o nat ur al hi st or y f or t he

det er mi nat i on of t he human essence, Fr eud' s phi l osophi cal dai mon showed a

r udi ment ar y gr asp of , and t ur ned t o i t s advant age, t he di ssol ut i ve i mpact

whi ch evol ut i on had on t he t r adi t i onal i nt er pr et at i on of man .

Dar wi n' s Ongi n of Specz' es ( 1859) , whi ch est abl i shed t he evol ut i on of l i f e as

a sci ent i f i c f act , f undament al l y al t er ed t he epi st emi c si t uat i on upon whi ch t he

t r adi t i onal i nt er pr et at i on of man had r est ed . By br i ngi ng i nt o vi ew a sel f -

gener at i ng nat ur e out of whose cont i ngent , yet casual l y- det er mi nat e i n-

t er act i onal pr ocesses man appear s as but one mor e pr oduct , evol ut i on was t he

i nst r ument by whi ch nat ur al sci ence f i nal l y f or ced t he i ssue wi t h met aphysi cs .

Consci ousness, whi ch Hei degger once cal l ed " t he l and of moder n

met aphysi cs" , was deni ed bot h met a- physi cal pat er ni t y and i t s excl usi ve

r el at i onshi p wi t h human l i f e . I f we t ake evol ut i on ser i ousl y as embr aci ng t he

phenomenon of man, whi ch i n some sense we must , t hen mi nd ceases t o

r epr esent an i ndependent ont ol ogi cal subst ance t hat r eal i zes i t sel f i n t he act of

r ef l ect i on, but i nst ead must be under st ood t o have emer ged f r ommat t er as t he

act ual i zat i on of some pot ent i al i t y i nher ent t her ei n . 22 Reason can no l onger be

assi gned t he t ask of r eal i zi ng t he human essence by subor di nat i ng t he passi ons

of l i f e t o st andar ds det er mi ned by t he phi l osopher ' s per cept i on of bei ng . For

evol ut i on makes r eason an at t r i but e of l i f e r at her t han i t s mast er . Fi nal l y,

absout e bei ng, i nsof ar as i t i s st i l l i dent i f i ed wi t h what t i mel essl y i s, di ssol ves

i nt o not hi ngness i n t he f ace of t he t empor al i t y t hat evol ut i on i mpl ant s at t he

ver y hear t of ever yt hi ng t hat exi st s . " I f t her e i s not hi ng et er nal , " Ar i st ot l e

not es i n hi s Met aphysi cs, " t hen t her e can be no becomi ng ; f or t her e must be

somet hi ng whi ch under goes t he pr ocess of becomi ng . " 23 Now, comi ng- t o- be

does not ar i se f r om what et er nal l y i s . Rat her , al l di scr et e ent i t i es der i ve t hei r

bei ng f r ombecomi ng . Becomi ng i s now t he super i or pr i nci pl e - or , r at her , i n

t he f ace of t he pr i macy and uni ver sal i t y of pr ocess and change, t he whol e

di st i nct i on bet ween bei ng and becomi ng l oses ef f i cacy and si gni f i cance . For i n
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becomi ng, ent i t i es pr oceed f r om an or i gi n, but t owar ds no f i nal st at e, and

r eal i ze no pur poses . Thei r ont ol ogi cal meani ng i s f ul l y exhaust ed i n t he

det er mi nat i on of t he causes t hat have pr oduced t hem.

Cor r el at i ve wi t h t he di ssol ut i ve i mpact of Dar wi ni sm upon met aphysi cs i s

t he ont ol ogi cal r egi me evol ut i on i nst i t ut es i n i t s st ead . Her e, t he r ef l ect i ons of

Hans Jonas, whi ch have been i nst r ument al t o t hi s poi nt , wi l l agai n f or m our

st ar t i ng poi nt , but t hi s t i me i n t he cont ext of an i nt er pr et at i ve di sagr eement .

Jonas t eaches us t hat Dar wi n' s success i n est abl i shi ng a mechani cal expl anat i on

f or t he or i gi ns and devel opment of l i vi ng bei ngs " compl et ed t he Coper i can

r evol ut i on i n ont ol ogy' ' by ext endi ng " t o t he r eal mof l i f e t hat combi nat i on of

nat ur al necessi t y wi t h r adi cal cont i ngency whi ch t he Newt oni an- Lapl acean

cosmol ogy r esul t i ng f r om t hat r evol ut i on had uni ver sal l y pr ocl ai med . " 24 By

cal l i ng Dar wi ni sm t he compl et i on of t he Coper ni can r evol ut i on i n ont ol ogy,

Jonas means t o si gni f y t he cl ai m sci ence coul d make upon t he t ot al i t y of t he

exi st ent - a t ot al i t y concei ved moni st i cal l y as mat t er . For evol ut i on t r eat s t he

vi t al di f f er ence bet ween t he or gani c and t he i nor gani c i n mechani cal t er ms as

t he emer gence of t he si mpl est sel f - r epl i cat i ng st r uct ur es f r om chance en-

count er s and t r ansmut at i ons wi t hi n non- vi t al mat t er . Randomvar i at i ons i n t he

of f - spr i ng and t he nat ur al sel ect i on of t hose best sui t ed f or sur vi val t hen ac-

count f or t he f ur t her cour se of devel opment . The el ement of r adi cal con-

t i ngency essent i al t o t he ont ol ogi cal bl uepr i nt of nat ur e sci ence pr oj ect s i s

secur ed i n Dar wi n' s t heor y by t he f act t hat var i at i on i s a f unct i on of t he

or gani sm and nat ur al sel ect i on a f unct i on of t he envi r onment . The t wo f unc-

t i ons or i gi nat e i ndependent l y, or at l east no conspi r acy of nat ur e co- or di nat es

or gani c and envi r onment al changes so as t o r eal i ze some pr e- or dai ned pat t er n

of devel opment . On t he ot her hand, t he nat ur al necessi t y Jonas ci t es as t he

second el ement of t he Newt oni an- Lapl acean cosmol ogy i s oper at i ve i n t he non-

pur posi ve " sel ect i on" of t he f i t t est t hr ough t he el i mi nat i on of t hose or gani sms

r el at i vel y def i ci ent i n t he equi pment f or sur vi val wi t hi n an ext er nal l y- gi ven

envi r onment . Necessi t y i s at wor k her e i n t he st ar k al t er nat i ves of l i f e or deat h,

bei ng or non- bei ng .

I f t hi s wer e t he sum t ot al of t he mat t er , i t woul d be di f f i cul t t o under st and

how Fr eud coul d manage t o br i ng human evi dences i nt o conf or mi t y wi t h t he

gr ound- pl an of nat ur e pr oj ect ed by evol ut i onar y sci ence . But i t i s her e t hat

psychoanal ysi s di r ect s us t o an aspect of evol ut i on' s meani ng f or sci ence' s

under st andi ng of nat ur e t hat Jonas over l ooks . By Jonas' account , Dar wi n' s

achi evement consi st ed i n t he expl anat i on of t he evol ut i on of l i vi ng ent i t i es

wi t hi n t he Newt oni an causal scheme si gni f i ed by t he combi nat i on of nat ur al

necessi t y wi t h r adi cal cont i ngency - a causal scheme whose cosmol ogi cal

i mpl i cat i ons wer e devel oped by Lapl ace . Dar wi ni sm, however , di d mor e t han

j ust conquer t he r eal m of l i f e f or t he Newt oni an wor l d- vi ew . By t hat ver y act ,

evol ut i on t r ansf or med t he r ol e whi ch nat ur al sci ence assi gned t o t i me i n t he
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scheme of t hi ngs . The conquest of vi t al exi st ence f or a mechani st i c nat ur al

sci ence was t hus exact ed at an unexpect ed pr i ce . The or gani c bei ngs whi ch wer e
now subj ect ed t o t he r i gor s of ef f i ci ent causal i t y bor e wi t hi n t hemsel ves
somet hi ng t hat r adi cal i zed t hat scheme . Evol ut i onar y sci ence t her eby i nser t ed
i nt o t he gr ound- pl an of nat ur e somet hi ng t hat Fr eud coul d t ur n t o hi s avant age
i n r econst i t ut i ng a coher ent vi si on of man af t er hi s f al l f r om met aphysi cal
gr ace .

I n hi s i dent i f i cat i on of Dar wi ni sm causal i t y wi t h t he causal scheme of
cl assi cal physi cs, Jonas t ur ns t o Lapl ace' s " hypot het i cal ' di vi ne Cal cul at or ' " Zs

- and pr oper l y so . For i t i s t hi s hypot hesi s whi ch i l l ust r at es most vi vi dl y t he

si gni f i cance of t i me f or cl assi cal , Newt oni an physi cs . And evol ut i on i s about

not hi ng, i f not t he meani ng of t i me . Lapl ace' s f amous hypot hesi s r uns as
f ol l ows :

An i nt el l ect whi ch at a gi ven i nst ant knows al l t he f or ces

act i ng i n nat ur e and t he posi t i on of al l t hi ngs of whi ch t he

wor l d consi st s - supposi ng sai d i nt el l ect wer e vast enough
t o subj ect t hese dat a t o anal ysi s - woul d embr ace i n t he

same f or mul a t he mot i ons of t he gr eat est bodi es i n t he

uni ver se and t hose of t he sl i ght est at oms ; not hi ng woul d

be uncer t ai n f or i t , and t he f ut ur e l i ke t he past woul d be

pr esent t o i t s eyes . 26

The vi si on of nat ur al pr ocesses gi ven her e i s such t hat , i n t he wor ds of Mi l i c

Capek, " any i nst ant aneous conf i gur at i on of an i sol at ed syst em l ogi cal l y i mpl i es
al l f ut ur e conf i gur at i ons of t he syst em. I t s f ut ur e hi st or y i s t hus vi r t ual l y
cont ai ned i n i t s pr esent st at e, whi ch, i n t ur n i s l ogi cal l y cont ai ned i n i t s past

st at es . ' ' 27 For Jonas, Lapl ace' s hypot hesi s compl ement s Newt on' s mechani cal
expl anat i on of " exi st i ng st r uct ur es" by ext endi ng t hose mechani cs t o t he
quest i on of or i gi ns and devel opment , 2a t her eby f i l l i ng out and el evat i ng t o t he

l evel of cosmol ogy t he vi si on of t he new nat ur al sci ence - a vi si on whose

" met aphysi cal secr et " , Jonas t el l s us, l i es " i n t he r adi cal l y t empor al concept i on

of bei ng, or i n i t s i dent i f i cat i on wi t h act i on and pr ocess . " 29 I t i s i nt o t hi s

scheme t hat , f or Jonas, Dar wi n f i t s t he r eal mof l i f e . But what he does not see i s
t hat , by capt ur i ng l i vi ng bei ngs wi t hi n t he expl anat or y net of ef f i ci ent

causal i t y, Dar wi ni smt r ansf or med t he meani ng t i me bear s f or nat ur al sci ence' s

" r adi cal l y t empor al concept i on of bei ng . " Let us see how.
I n i t s abst ent i on f r om t el eol ogy, t he i nt er act i on of var i at i on and nat ur al

sel ect i on i s i n compl et e agr eement wi t h t he Newt oni an- Lapl acean cosmol ogy .
I ndeed, Dar wi n' s expl anat i on of or gani c devel opment wi t hout r ecour se t o
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t el eol ogy i s per haps t he most succi nt expr essi on of t he vi ct or y nat ur al sci ence

won t hr ough hi m over met aphysi cs . For i n l i vi ng t hi ngs, phi l osophy had one

cl ass of ent i t i es whose t el eol ogi cal nat ur e appear ed i ndi sput abl e . 3° But t he

er adi cat i on of t el eol ogy was accompl i shed by t he r adi cal i zat i on of i t s opposi t e,

cont i ngency, and wi t h pecul i ar consequences . I n Newt oni an sci ence, t i me, l i ke

space, i s an i nf i ni t e, uni f or mand cont i nuous di mensi on of r eal i t y t hat r emai ns

i ndependent of t he event s t hat t r anspi r e i n i t . Cont i ngency r ef er s onl y t o t he

ar bi t r ar i ness of t he i ni t i al set of condi t i ons - t he f i r st conf i gur at i on of t he

syst em whi ch, once i n mot i on, unf ol ds wi t hi n t he gr i d of absol ut e t i me and

space wi t h i nel uct abl e necessi t y . And si nce al l r el at i ons ar e i somet r i c, t hi s

wor l d- syst emcan be r ead backwar ds or f or war ds wi t h equal sense .

None of t hi s hol ds t r ue i n Dar wi n' s t heor y of evol ut i on, wher e t he r ol e of

cont i ngency i s expanded dr amat i cal l y . I n t he evol ut i on of l i f e, cont i ngency i s at

wor k at ever y si gni f i cant t ur ni ng poi nt i n devel opment , wi t hout t her eby

abr ogat i ng t he l aw of necessi t y . I ndeed, t he unpr edi ct abl e i r r upt i on of new

or gani c f or ms i s exact l y what const i t ut es t hose i mpor t ant t ur ni ng poi nt s . For

evol ut i on si gni f i es t he emer gence of novel and unexpect ed adapt at i ons out of

t he i nt er pl ay of r andom or gani c mut at i ons and changed or gani c and i nor gani c

condi t i ons of l i f e . I n t he t heor y cf evol ut i on, no f ut ur e " st at e of t he syst em" i s

gi ven wi t h cer t ai nt y i n t he pr esent conf i gur at i on of t he nat ur al economy . The

pr esent gener at i on of each speci es i s t he cumul at i ve pr oduct of t he movement

of l i f e t hr ough t i me, and i s t her eby i t s ef f ect . But whi l e t he var i at i ons whi ch

t he pr esent gener at i on t hr ows out t hr ough i t s of f - spr i ng f or nat ur al sel ect i on

condi t i on f ut ur e possi bi l i t i es, j ust what t hose var i at i ons wi l l be, and wi t h what

r esul t gi ven changed envi r onment al condi t i ons, cannot be det er mi ned

bef or ehand . Or t o put i t anot her way, t he l i f e or deat h sel ect i on l ot t er y hel d

ever y gener at i on f or t he member s of each speci es al l ows us i n pr i nci pl e t o i nf er

a r i gor ous causal sequence whi ch has pr oduced t he cur r ent st at e of t he nat ur al

economy . But t he cumul at i ve causal l y- det er mi ned emer gence of new bi ol ogi cal

f or ms descr i bes a devel opment al sequence t hat i s by nat ur e i r r ever si bl e .

" Ti me' s ar r ow" i s not r ever si bl e as i t i s i n Newt on' s r at i onal mechani cs, but

poi nt s i n one di r ect i on onl y - f or war ds t owar ds a f ut ur e whi ch, once r eal i zed,

wi l l be seen t o have been det er mi ned by t he past , but whose def i ni t i ve out -

come r emai ns hi dden t o t he eye of t he pr esent .

For t he i dea of t i me i mpl i ci t i n t he evol ut i onar y devel opment of l i f e

di scl osed by Dar wi n' s causal mechani smI woul d r eser ve t he t er m t empor al i t y .

Tempor al i t y i s f ound, not i n t he mat hemat i cal l y det er mi nat e i nt er val whi ch

makes up t he uni f or m, cont i nuous and i nf i ni t e t i me used i n Newt oni an sci ence

t o measur e bodi es i n mot i on, but i s f ound i nst ead i n t he event whi ch f or ms

par t of t he uni que sequence of happeni ngs t hat make up a l i f e- hi st or y . Thus,

Dar wi n i nf or ms us i n t he Or i gi n of Speci es t hat t he evol ut i onar y bi ol ogi st

r egar ds " ever y pr oduct i on of nat ur e as one whi ch has had a hi st or y" and t hat
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" ever y compl ex st r uct ur e and i nst i nct " i s t o be under st ood as t he " summi ng

up" of t he speci es- hi st or y of t he or gani sm possessi ng i t . 31 Or , as Fr ancoi s j acob

has r ecent l y put i t , " Li vi ng bodi es ar e i ndi ssol ubl y bound up wi t h t i me . I n t he

l i vi ng wor l d, no st r uct ur e can be det ached f r omi t s hi st or y . ' 3Z Thus we can say

t hat wi t h evol ut i onar y sci ence, t he vi si on of t i me pr oj ect ed by t he nat ur al

sci ences ceases t o be monopol i zed by Newt oni an mechani cs . Evol ut i onar y t i me

does not der i ve i t s f undament al char act er i st i cs f r omt he mat hemat i cs of masses

i n mot i on . For bi ol ogi cal r eal i t y, t i me i s not mer el y a measur e appl i ed t o

or gani c ent i t i es f r omwi t hout . I t i s of t hei r essence .

Thi s el ement of t empor al i t y, whi ch Dar wi ni sm i nser t ed i nt o t he gr ound-

pl an of nat ur e, i s what Fr eudi an t heor y expl oi t s i n or der t o r est or e t he sense of

essent i al i sm i n t he cont ext of nat ur al hi st or y . But i n or der t o see how t hi s i s so,

we must expl or e mor e deepl y t he nat ur e and i mpl i cat i ons of t empor al i t y i n

evol ut i onar y t heor y . For t hus f ar , t he t empor al i t y we have spoken of per t ai ns

basi cal l y t o speci es . The st or y of l i f e on t hi s ear t h i s t he st or y of a si ngl e,

cont i nuous devel opment char act er i zed by t he i ncr easi ng compl exi t y and

di ver si t y of l i f e- f or ms al l of whi ch can ul t i mat el y t r ace t hei r or i gi n t o some

or i gi nal pr ot opl asm. What evol ve ar e speci es . But t hey evol ve t hr ough t he

i ndi vi dual or gani sms i n whi ch speci es have t hei r empi r i cal r eal i t y . And as t he

most r ecent pr oduct of t he i mmense j our ney of l i f e t hr ough t i me, i ndi vi dual

or gani sms ar e t hus t he concr et e mani f est at i ons of t he t empor al i t y of l i f e . Ever y

compl ex st r uct ur e or i nst i nct i s t he summi ng up of t he or gani sm' s speci es-

hi st or y because, i n t he t heor y of evol ut i on, t he i ndi vi dual or gani sm i s

subor di nat e t o t he hi st or y of i t s speci es . And t hi s r el at i onshi p of or gani sm t o

speci es hel ps expl ai n t he seduct i ve l ogi c of Haeckel ' s f amous " bi ogenet i c l aw"

whi ch, i n Tot emand Taboo, Fr eud adopt s as t he l ogi c l i nki ng t he psychi cal

devel opment of t he i ndi vi dual t o t he devel opment of human ci vi l i zat i on .

Haeckel ' s bi ogenet i c l aw - whi ch, put br i ef l y, asser t s t hat ont ogeny

r ecapi t ul at es phyl ogeny - i s no l onger t aken ser i ousl y by most bi ol ogi st s, even

t hough r ecapi t ul at i on t heor y was t he expl anat i on of i ndi vi dual or gani c

devel opment f avor ed by Dar wi n . 33 The f act s of ont ogenesi s ( ont ogeny bei ng

under st ood var i ousl y t o si gni f y embr yol ogi cal and/ or anat omi cal devel opment )

si mpl y do not conf or m t o i t s l ogi c . Nonet hel ess, r ecapi t ul at i on t heor y

domi nat ed t he t hi nki ng of t he f i r st gener at i on of post - Dar wi ni sm bi ol ogi st s

si nce, as we shal l see, i t i deal i zes t he ont ol ogi cal i mpl i cat i ons whi ch t he t heor y

of evol ut i on bear s f or t he i ndi vi dual or gani sm. And si nce our concer n i s wi t h

how psychoanal ysi s el abor at es t he meani ng of Dar wi ni sm f or human sel f -

under st andi ng, Haeckel ' s i deal i zat i on hel ps us see what possi bi l i t i es f or

r econst i t ut i ng a coher ent vi si on of human nat ur e evol ut i on of f er ed when

vi ewed f r omt he r udi ment ar y per spect i ve Dar wi n est abl i shed .
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We begi n wi t h Haeckel ' s own f or mul at i on of t he l aw of r ecapi t ul at i on :

Ont ogeny . . . bei ng t he ser i es of f or m- changes whi ch

each i ndi vi dual or gani sm t r aver ses dur i ng t he whol e t i me

of i t s i ndi vi dual exi st ence, i s i mmedi at el y condi t i oned by

phyl ogeny, or t he devel opment of t he or gani c st ock

( phyl on) t o whi ch i t bel ongs .

Ont ogeny i s t he shor t and r api d r ecapi t ul at i on of

phyl ogeny . . . The or gani c i ndi vi dual . . . r epeat s dur i ng

t he r api d and shor t cour se of i t s i ndi vi dual devel opment

t he most i mpor t ant f or m- changes whi ch i t s ancest or s

t r aver sed dur i ng t he l ong and sl ow cour se of t hei r

pal eont ol ogi cal evol ut i on . , zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA� 34

Now t he bi ogenet i c l aw per t ai ns t o a devel opment al pr ocess wi t h whi ch t he

Or i gi n of Speci es i s l ar gel y unconcer ned - namel y, t he devel opment of t he

i ndi vi dual or gani sm. But why, t hen, was t he bi ogenet i c l aw so appeal i ng t o

Dar wi ni sms as a way of expl ai ni ng t he devel opment of t he i ndi vi dual or gani sm?

The answer i s t hat i f t he l aw wer e t r ue, i t woul d pr ovi de an i nval uabl e gui de t o

t he gener at i on of phyl ogenet i c sequences whi ch t he i ncompl et eness of t he

f ossi l r ecor d makes so di f f i cul t , i n many cases, t o r econst r uct . But pr i or t o t he

quest i on of usef ul ness and appeal l i es t he quest i on of what made t he

r ecapi t ul at i on of phyl ogeny by ont ogeny so pl ausi bl e as t he pr oper i n-

t er pr et at i on or expl anat i on of i ndi vi dual devel opment . The answer t o t hat

quest i on l i es i n evol ut i onar y sci ence' s el i mi nat i on of t el eol ogy f r om t he

ki ngdom of l i f e . We not ed ear l i er t hat or gani c phenomena of f er a power f ul

exper i ent i al basi s f or t he not i on t hat t he ser i es of changes t hr ough whi ch

somet hi ng passes i s di r ect ed t owar ds t he r eal i zat i on of a f i nal goal or pur pose .

For bot h Ar i st ot l e, t he or i gi nal ar t i cul at or of t he cat egor y of t el eol ogy, and f or

cont empor ar y men i n t hei r ever yday under st andi ng of t hi ngs, t he pur -

posef ul ness ent ai l ed i n t he movement f r omacor n t o oak i s obvi ous . Consi der ,

t hen, t he i mpl i cat i ons of Dar wi ni smf or t he t el eol ogi cal under st andi ng of what

i s at hand i n t he ser i es of f or m- changes t hr ough whi ch an or gani sm passes . To

Gr eek eyes, each or gani sm' s comi ng- t o- be r epr esent ed t he st ep- by- st ep un-

f ol di ng of an essent i al nat ur e . The pr ocess of " becomi ng" was i nt el l i gi bl e by

vi r t ue of i t s subor di nat i on t o a f i nal st at e of " bei ng" . Let us r emember t hat t he

or i gi nal use of t he t er m speci es si gni f i ed j ust t hi s unchangi ng, et er nal l y- f i xed

f or m whi ch each or gani sm, i n i t s gr owt h, st r i ves t o r eal i ze . Wi t h evol ut i on,

however , t he i ndi vi dual or gani sm ceases t o be t he mani f est at i on- t hr ough- a-

pr ocess- of - becomi ng of a f i xed speci es nat ur e . For each speci es i t sel f r epr esent s
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a devel opment al sequence of gener at i ons t hr ough eons of t he past whose f ut ur e

cour se i s unknown . Wi t h r el at i on t o i t s speci es, t he i ndi vi dual l i vi ng or gani sm

r epr esent s t hi s past hi st or y f or t he pr esent , and t he bear er of what t he speci es

t hus i s " f or t he pr esent " on i t s pat h t owar ds a cont i ngency- f i l l ed f ut ur e . Thus,

even t hough a speci es exi st s onl y t hr ough t he successi on of or gani sms t hat make

i t up, t he speci es, by t he l ogi c of evol ut i on, nonet hel ess subor di nat es t he

i ndi vi dual l i vi ng or gani sm t o i t s own hi st or y, and i mpar t s t o t he l i vi ng t hi ng

t he char act er of a concr et i on of hi st or i cal t i me . By concei vi ng of t he sequence of

f or m- changes t hr ough whi ch t he i ndi vi dual or gani sm passes t o be t he st ep- by-

st ep r epet i t i on of i t s speci es- hi st or y, Haeckel ' s l aw makes evol ut i onar y t i me t he

f at ed way f or t he or gani sm t o l i ve out t he t i me of i t s l i f e . I nst ead of

r epr esent i ng t he t el eol ogi cal st r i vi ng t o embody an et er nal f or m of bei ng, t he

or gani sm f ol l ows Goet he' s advi ce and r eal i zes t he hi st or i cal past as i t s own

dest i ny . The ont ol ogi cal meani ng of t he or gani sm i s cont ai ned, not i n t he f or m

i t r eal i zes, but i n t he sequence of f or m- changes t hr ough whi ch i t passes . The

t empor al vi ci ssi t udes of t he speci es const i t ut e t he " essence" of t he or gani sm.

I n t he absence of t el eol ogy, t hen, Haeckel ' s l aw was a pl ausi bl e guess at t he

nat ur e of ont ogeny whi ch pr oved wr ong . But t hi s i n i t sel f does not speak

agai nst i t s si gni f i cance as t he i deal i zat i on of t he t empor al i t y whi ch st i l l i nher es

i n t he gr ound- pl an of nat ur e pr oj ect ed by evol ut i onar y sci ence . Cont empor ar y

bi ol ogy, af t er al l , st i l l l i nks our " f at e" t o t he " i nher i t ance" of genet i c mat er i al

dr awn, so t o speak, f r om t he hi st or i cal l y- gener at ed gene- pool speci f i c t o our

speci es, and t hus opens us, i nci dent l y, t o t he per ver se bel i ef t hat , t hr ough

genet i c engi neer i ng, we can " det er mi ne" t he " f at e" of our pr ogeny . I n i t s

expl i cat i on of t he hi st or i cal i t y whi ch, af t er Dar wi n, i nf or ms t he l i f e- st or y of

ever y di scr et e or gani sm, Haeckel ' s l aw gi ves us i nsi ght i nt o Fr eud' s at t empt t o

di scover t he sense of bei ng what we ar e - cr eat ur es who by or i gi n and dest i ny

bel ong t o nat ur e . And t hi s i nsi ght i s not t o be f ound by at t endi ng t o Fr eud' s

expl i ci t adopt i on of t he bi ogenet i c l aw i n Tot em and Taboo, but r at her by
compr ehendi ng hi s r econst i t ut i on of t he human essence i n accor dance wi t h

t hat aspect of evol ut i onar y under st andi ng t hat t he bi ogenet i c l aw expl i cat es -

by seei ng, t hat i s, how psychoanal yt i c r ef l ect i on r eal i zes t he t empor al i t y t hat

evol ut i onar y sci ence makes par t of l i vi ng nat ur e' s subst ance . " I mpr essi ve

anal ogi es f r om bi ol ogy, " Fr eud wr i t es i n hi s Leonar do st udy of 1910, " have

pr epar ed us t o f i nd t hat t he i ndi vi dual ' s ment al devel opment r epeat s t he

cour se of human devel opment i n abbr evi at ed f or m. " i s But i t i s onl y because

t he t empor al i t y pr oj ect ed by evol ut i onar y sci ence had been i ncor por at ed f r om

t he out set i nt o Fr eud' s t heor y of i ndi vi dual psychogenesi s t hat t hese anal ogi es

coul d open t he way t o t he gener at i on of a cul t ur al ant hr opol ogy out of hi s

i ndi vi dual psychol ogy .

" ( T) he basi c t ext of homo nat ur a must agai n . b e r ecogni zed, " Ni et zsche

ur ges i n Beyond GoodandEval . " To t r ansl at e man back i nt o nat ur e" - t hat i s
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t he t ask of t he cont empor ar y t hi nker who " har dened by t he di sci pl i ne of

sci ence" i s at l ast " deaf t o t he si r en songs of t he ol d met aphysi cal bi r d cat cher s

who have been pi pi ng at hi mt oo l ong, you ar e mor e, you ar e hi gher , you ar e of

a di f f er ent or i gi n . " 36 By t r aci ng t he evi dence of consci ousness back t o a gr ound

i n t he body l i ved f r om wi t hi n, t he f oundi ng wor ks of psychoanal yt i c t heor y

car r y out t hat t ask . The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams i naugur at es t he er a of

psychoanal yt i c man, of man l ef t wi t h not hi ng but l i f e i t sel f and what ever sense

he can make out of i t . But psychoanal yt i c man i s not yet exi st ent i al man . The

di scover y t hat t her e i s not hi ng beyond l i f e i s not f or Fr eud t he occasi on f or

exi st ent i al despai r and t he r esol ve t o be i n t he f ace of l i f e' s absur di t y . Thr own

back upon l i f e by sci ence, psychoanal yt i c man i s, by t he same t oken, del i ver ed

t o sci ence f or t he i nt er pr et at i on of l i f e . And f or sci ence, l i f e i s not an absur di t y,

but i s i nst ead t he most r emar kabl e achi evement of mat t er . Thi s achi evement

has no meani ng i n t he i mmedi at e exper i ence of l i f e . But , what ever hi s doubt s

and anxi et i es, psychoanal yt i c man knows t hat t he l i f e he l i ves does not hang

suspended i n t he voi d . For beneat h l i f e st ands t he r i ch mul t i pl i ci t y of nat ur e

f r om whi ch l i f e ar i ses and t o whi ch i t r et ur ns . By t r ansl at i ng man back i nt o

nat ur e, Fr eud at t empt s t o make t he nat ur e t o whi ch sci ence gi ves det er mi nat e

meani ng t he basi s f or human sel f - under st andi ng .

The t r anscendence of t i me i s t he anci ent dr eam of met aphysi cs and l i es at t he

hear t of t he essent i al i st vi si on of r eal i t y . I n Ar i st ot l e' s Met aphysi cs we ar e t ol d

t hat , " t he pr i nci pl es of et er nal t hi ngs ar e necessar i l y most t r ue ; f or t hey ar e

t r ue al ways and not mer el y somet i mes ; and t her e i s not hi ng whi ch expl ai ns

t hei r bei ng what t hey ar e, f or i t i s t hey t hat expl ai n t he bei ng of ot her s . " 37 I n

et er nal t hi ngs l i e t he essence of ent i t i es - t hat whi ch per si st s i n and t hr ough

al l changes whi ch any par t i cul ar ent i t y under goes, i nsof ar as i t r emai ns what i t

i s and does not become somet hi ng el se . I n t he name of sci ence, psychoanal ysi s

under t akes t o r econst i t ut e a vi si on of human r eal i t y i n accor dance wi t h a

per cept i on of i t s essence, and t o do so despi t e nat ur al sci ence' s di ssol ut i on of

bei ng, of t el eol ogy, of t he r eal m of f i nal ends, and i t s subj ect i on of ever yt hi ng

t hat i s t o t he r i gor s of ef f i ci ent causal i t y and t he r el ent l ess mot i on of sheer ,

pur posel ess becomi ng . Let us see how.

Tempor al i t y i s t i me t hat i s l i ved f or war ds, but compr ehended backwar ds .

But t hi s does not make t empor al i t y mer el y a subj ect i ve, psychol ogi cal

phenomenon . For , as evol ut i onar y bi ol ogy i s f ul l y cogni zant , l i vi ng t hi ngs ar e

t hemsel ves t empor al - t hat i s, condi t i oned by t i me . Havi ng di scover ed t he

t empor al nat ur e of speci es and di scl osed t he mechani sm of t hei r pr ogr essi ve

devel opment and di f f er ent i at i on, evol ut i onar y bi ol ogy i mpar t s a det er mi nat e

meani ng t o di scr et e l i vi ng ent i t i es by seei ng each as t he summat i on of a speci es-

hi st or y, t her eby f r eei ng or gani c t i me f r om i t s met aphysi cal subor di nat i on t o

t he t el eol ogi cal r eal i zat i on of a t i mel ess speci es- f or m. As we saw, Haeckel ' s

bi ogenet i c l aw t r i es t o r ender t he l i f e- t i me of i ndi vi dual or gani sms i nt el l i gi bl e
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by i nt er pr et i ng each as t he concr et e embodi ment of speci es- t i me . I n t hi s, he

onl y i deal i zes t he meani ng whi ch evol ut i on bear s f or t he i ndi vi dual or gani sm.

And t hat meani ng i s t hat t he nat ur e of t he or gani sm i s cont ai ned i n t he hi st or y

of i t s speci es . That i s t o say, t he past i t sel f t akes t he pl ace of a super - or di nat e

t r anscendent f or m whi ch t he or gani sm st r i ves t o be- come . I n i t s concer n wi t h

t he psychosexual r oot s of t he per sonal i t y, i t i s exact l y t hi s or i ent at i on t owar ds

t he past t hr ough whi ch psychoanal ysi s el abor at es t he essence of man . How t hi s

i s so we can l ear n by t ur ni ng t o t he Fr eudi an wor k t hat t eaches us t he most

about meani ng whi ch t he psychoanal yt i c t heor y of man bear s f or t he un-

der st andi ng of l i f e, Leonar do da Vi nci and a Memor y of Hi s Chi l dhood. That

l i f e t r anspi r es i n t i me, and t hat maki ng sense of a l i f e r equi r es t he exer ci se of

memor y ( i n t he case of aut obi ogr aphy) , or t he sympat het i c r e- enact ment of a

l i f e t hr ough st r i ct adher ence t o chr onol ogy ( i n t he case of bi ogr aphy) i s har dl y a

r evel at i on . But t hat what a per son shows i n hi s l i f e i s t o be under st ood i n " t he

connect i on al ong t he pat h of i nst i nct ual act i vi t y bet ween a per son' s ext er nal

exper i ences and hi s r eact i ons" 38 i s a cl ai m di st i nct i ve t o psychoanal ysi s - a

cl ai mwhose possi bi l i t i es and l i mi t at i ons Fr eud expl or es i n t he Leonar do st udy .

I n t he pr ocess, we l ear n much about t he vi ew of l i f e t hat i ssues f r om t he

r econst r uct i on of l i f e- exper i ence i nt o a nat ur al hi st or y .

Leonar do da Vi nci i s cl ear l y concei ved as t he appl i cat i on of t he l ogi c of

psychosexual devel opment wor ked out i n t he Thr ee Essays on t he Theor y of

Sexual i t y t o a concr et e case . What Fr eud want s t o account f or i s Leonar do' s

over whel mi ng passi on f or r esear ch and knowl edge, and t he par t i cul ar f or ms

whi ch t hi s passi on t ook i n t he cour se of hi s car eer , bot h as an ar t i st and as an

i nvest i gat or of nat ur e. But psychobi ogr aphy does not j ust t ake t he event s of a

per son' s l i f e and devel op t hem i nt o a coher ent st or y such t hat , t hr ough t he

sympat het i c ( t hough not necessar i l y uncr i t i cal ) r e- exper i enci ng of t hose event s,

t he meani ng of t hat l i f e i s somehow al l owed t o speak f or i t sel f .

Psycho bi ogr aphy, i nst ead, subj ect s t hose event s t o cr i t i cal anal ysi s of a speci al
ki nd .

Suppor t ed by i t s knowl edge of psychi cal mechani sms

[ psychoanal yt i c enqui r y] endeavour s t o est abl i sh a

dynami c basi s f or hi s nat ur e on t he st r engt h of hi s r eac-

t i ons [ t o ext er nal event s] and t o di scl ose t he or i gi nal

mot i ve f or ces of hi s mi nd, as wel l as t hei r l at er t r ans-

f or mat i ons and devel opment s . I f t hi s i s successf ul , t he

behavi our of a per sonal i t y i n t he cour se of hi s l i f e i s ex-

pl ai ned i n t er ms of t he combi ned oper at i on of const i t ut i on

and f at e, of i nt er nal f or ces and ext er nal power s . 39
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The essence of a par t i cul ar per sonal i t y must be sought al ong t he pat h of i n-

st i nct ual act i vi t y whi ch l eads back t o t he or i gi nal mot i ve f or ces of t he mi nd .

Just as i n bi ol ogy, wher e genot ypi cal char act er s mani f est t hemsel ves

phenot ypi cal l y accor di ng t o t he condi t i ons under whi ch t he or gani sm' s l i f e

t r anspi r es, so t hese " or i gi nal mot i ve f or ces" ar e mani f est as a par t i cul ar

psychi cal conf i gur at i on accor di ng t o t he i nt er act i on of an i nnat e di sposi t i on

wi t h ext er nal ci r cumst ances . As he put s i t i n t he 1915 edi t i on of t he Thr ee

Essays, t he r el at i on bet ween const i t ut i onal and acci dent al f act or s i s co- oper at i ve

and not mut ual l y excl usi ve . " The const i t ut i onal f act or must awai t exper i ences

bef or e i t can make i t sel f f el t ; t he acci dent al f act or must have a const i t ut i onal

basi s i n or der t o come i nt o oper at i on . " 4U Yet once est abl i shed, t hi s or i gi nal

conf i gur at i on of i nf ant i l e sexual i mpul ses - i mpul ses whi ch ar e pol ymor phi c

and aut o- er ot i c - f or ms t he basi s of al l l at er devel opment s . What gi ves a

dynami c char act er t o t hese devel opment s i s t he wave of r epr essi on whi ch cover s

over t he ef f l or escence of sexual act i vi t y wi t h an i nf ant i l e amnesi a, and t he

subsequent vi ci ssi t udes whi ch t he r epr essed i nst i nct s under go dur i ng t he per i od

of l at ency . The human or gani sm i s t r ansf or med i nt o a ci vi l i zed human bei ng

dur i ng t hi s l at ency per i od t hr ough t he di ver si on of pol ymor phous sexual

ener gi es t o ot her pur poses, accor di ng t o a var i et y of possi bi l i t i es about whi ch

Fr eud i s never qui t e cl ear or set t l ed, but whi ch i ncl udes subl i mat i on and

neur ot i c compul si veness . Bot h t he wave of r epr essi on t hat ends t he per i od of

i nf ant i l e sexual act i vi t y and t he subsequent f or ms of i nst i nct ual canal i zat i on ar e

t hemsel ves const i t ut i onal l y- det er mi ned, and compr i se f or Fr eud t he vi r t ual

mar k of human speci at i on . Thus, al r eady i n t he f i r st edi t i on of t he Thr ee

Essays, we r ead :

The f act t hat t he onset of sexual devel opment i n human

bei ngs occur s i n t wo phases, i . e . , t hat t he devel opment i s

i nt er r upt ed by t he per i od of l at ency, seem[ s] t o cal l f or

par t i cul ar not i ce . Thi s appear s t o be one of t he necessar y

condi t i ons of t he apt i t ude of men f or devel opi ng a hi gher

ci vi l i zat i on, but al so of t hei r t endency t o neur osi s . So f ar as

we know, not hi ng anal ogous i s t o be f ound i n man' s

ani mal r el at i ves . I t woul d seem t hat t he or i gi n of t hi s

pecul i ar i t y of men must be l ooked f or i n t he pr ehi st or y of

t he human speci es . "

Just as i n evol ut i onar y sci ence, wher e t he const i t ut i onal speci es- char act er whi ch

t he i ndi vi dual i nher i t s i s i t sel f a pr oduct of t i me, so i n psychoanal yt i c sci ence,
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Fr eud bi ds us t o l ook t o event s i n human pr ehi st or y t o account f or t he capaci t y

f or accul t ur at i on wi t h whi ch each human bei ng i s bor n . " ( C) onst i t ut i on, " he

wr ot e El se Voi gt l ander i n 1911, " . . . i s not hi ng but t he sedi ment of ex-

per i ences f r oma l ong l i ne of ancest or s . ' ' 42

I n psychoanal ysi s, t hen, t he dynami c basi s of t he mi nd of any par t i cul ar

per son i s t o be f ound i n t he di scl osur e of i t s or i gi nal mot i ve f or ces, as wel l as i n

t hei r l at er t r ansf or mat i ons and devel opment s . And bot h or i gi ns and t he l at er

t r ansf or mat i ons ar e seen as mani f est at i ons of i nnat e const i t ut i onal f act or s

st i r r ed i nt o act i on by t he par t i cul ar ci r cumst ances of hi s l i f e . Thi s basi s,

however , i s not det er mi ned i mmedi at el y, but r at her i s i nf er r ed f r om a con-

si der at i on of t he l eadi ng char act er i st i cs of t he adul t per sonal i t y . Thus, t o r et ur n

t o t he Leonar do st udy, we f i nd Fr eud begi nni ng, not wi t h Leonar do' s

chi l dhood memor y, but , j ust as he woul d wi t h a pat i ent , wi t h t he

mani f est at i ons of hi s char act er i n l at er l i f e . For accor di ng t o t he l ogi c of

psychosexual devel opment , t he key t o an i ndi vi dual ' s char act er i s al ways

cont ai ned i n t he or i gi nal f i xat i ons of i nf ant i l e sexual l i f e . That key comes i nt o

vi ew, however , onl y r et r ospect i vel y i n t he l i ght of a gi ven out come . The essence

of an i ndi vi dual char act er i s i dent i f i ed, not wi t h t he t el os or end agai nst whi ch

t he unf ol di ng of t he sel f i s measur ed, but wi t h or i gi ns, of whi ch al l subsequent

mani f est at i ons of t he sel f ar e an echo . Or i gi ns become t he basi s f or r ender i ng

t he cour se of a l i f e i nt el l i gi bl e as t he per si st ence of desi r e t hr ough t i me . The

const i t ut i ve r ol e assi gned or i gi ns enabl es Fr eud t o r epr oduce as a vi si on of

per sonal dest i ny t he pecul i ar combi nat i on of necessi t y and cont i ngency whi ch

gener at es t he t empor al i t y i nf or mi ng evol ut i onar y under st andi ng . Thus i n t he

dosi ng passages of t he Leonar do st udy we r ead :

( E) ver yt hi ng t o do wi t h our l i f e i s chance, f r omour or i gi n

out of t he meet i ng of sper mat ozoon and ovum onwar ds

. . . chance whi ch nonet hel ess has a shar e i n t he l aw and

necessi t y of nat ur e, and whi ch mer el y l acks any connect i on

wi t h our wi shes and i l l usi ons . The appor t i oni ng of t he

det er mi ni ng f act or s of our l i f e bet ween t he ' necessi t i es' of

our const i t ut i on and t he ' chances' of our chi l dhood may

st i l l be uncer t ai n i n det ai l ; but i n gener al i t i s no l onger

possi bl e t o doubt t he i mpor t ance of pr eci sel y t he f i r st year s

of our chi l dhood . 43

What makes sense of t he exper i ence we have each been f at ed t o l i ve i s t he

r ef l ect i ve gr asp of t he psychoanal yt i cal l y- di sci pl i ned memor y . Or i ent ed

t owar ds t he f i xat i ons of t he past i n hi s conf r ont at i on wi t h t he cont i ngenci es of
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t he pr esent , psychoanal yt i c man f i nds hi msel f per meat ed wi t h t i me t hr ough

and t hr ough . I n t he cr i t i cal r econst r uct i on of one' s l i f e- st or y al ong t he pat h of

i nst i nct ual act i vi t y, t he sense of essent i al i sm i s r est or ed i n t he cont ext of a

nat ur al hi st or y of t he mi nd . Psychoanal ysi s t hus f i nds a way of l endi ng a

meani ng t o bei ng a bi ol ogi cal ent i t y, and of maki ng t hat meani ng t he basi s of

sel f - under st andi ng .

Now t he pat h of i nst i nct ual act i vi t y al so descr i bes t he hi st or y of t hose wi shf ul

i mpul ses whi ch, havi ng succumbed t o t he gr eat wave of r epr essi on t hat t er -

mi nat es i nf ant i l e sexual i t y, compr i se t he nucl eus of t he unconsci ous . And,

si nce t he r ecour se t o nat ur al hi st or y t akes pl ace as t he t r ansf or mat i on of

met aphysi cs i nt o met apsychol ogy, i t i s not sur pr i si ng t hat , i n t he Met apsycho-

l ogi cal Paper s of 1915, Fr eud f i nal l y assi gns t o t he unconsci ous t he l eadi ng

char act er i st i c of met aphysi cal r eal i t y . " The pr ocesses of t he syst em Ucs . ar e

t i mel ess, i . e . , t hey ar e not or der ed t empor al l y, ar e not al t er ed by t he passage of

t i me ; t hey have no r ef er ence t o t i me at al l . " 44 The per si st ence of desi r e t hr ough

t i me expr esses f or Fr eud a wi l l - t o- be t hat t r anscends al l di scr et e, t i me- bound

mani f est at i ons of i t . Si gni f i cant l y, t he basi s f or t hi s " t i mel essness" of t he

unconsci ous i s al r eady l ai d out i n The I nt er pr et at i on of Dr eams by vi r t ue of t he

const i t ut i ve r ol e assi gned t he " exper i ence of sat i sf act i on" f or psychogenesi s .

An essent i al component of t hi s exper i ence of sat i sf act i on i s

a par t i cul ar per cept i on . . . t he mnemi c i mage of whi ch

r emai ns associ at ed t hencef or war d wi t h t he memor y t r ace

of t he exci t at i on pr oduced by t he need . As a r esul t of t he

l i nk t hat has t hus been est abl i shed, t he next t i me t hi s need

ar i ses a psychi cal i mpul se wi l l at once emer ge whi ch wi l l

seek t o r e- cat hect t he mnemi c i mage of t he per cept i on and

t o r e- evoke t he per cept i on i t sel f , t hat i s t o say, t o r e-

est abl i sh t he si t uat i on of t he or i gi nal sat i sf act i on . An

i mpul se of t hi s ki nd i s what we cal l a wi sh ; t he r e-

appear ance of t he per cept i on i s t he f ul f i l l ment of t he wi sh .

( my i t al i cs) 4 s

The t i mel essness of unconsci ous wi shes, as opposed t o t he t i mel essness of

Ar i st ot l e' s " et er nal t hi ngs" , does not denot e a r eal m of bei ng beyond t he

t r ansi ence of l i f e . Met apsychol ogi cal t i mel essness i nher es i n t he exper i ence of

bei ng or gani c r eal i zed by t he psychoanal yt i c memor y whi ch, i n t r aci ng t he

cont i nui t y of desi r e t hr ough t i me, r edeems a sel f f r om t he t r ansi ence of l i f e .
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" Whet her we ar e t o at t r i but e r eal i t y t o unconsci ous wi shes, " Fr eud wr i t es i n

t he cl osi ng pages of t he dr eam book, " I cannot say . I t must be deni ed, of

cour se, t o any t r ansi t i onal or i nt er medi at e t hought s . " Of t he concer n expr essed

i n t hi s cur i ous passage, Fr eud of f er s a f ur t her el abor at i on i n t he 1914 edi t i on by

addi ng t he f ol l owi ng r ef l ect i ons : " I f we l ook at unconsci ous wi shes r educed t o

t hei r most f undament al and t r uest shape, we shal l have t o concl ude, no doubt ,

t hat psychi cal r eal i t y i s a par t i cul ar f or m of exi st ence ( Exi st ensf or m) not t o be

conf used wi t h mat er i al r eal i t y . " 46 I n t hese f or mul at i ons, Fr eud cl ar i f i es t he

ont ol ogi cal meani ng of hi s r esol ut i on of t he sel f i nt o embodi ed desi r e . I n

f i ndi ng, not " i nt er medi at e or t r ansi t i onal t hought s" , but unconsci ous wi shes

" r educed t o t hei r most f undament al and t r uest shape" a f or mof exi st ence wi t h

separ at e st at us f r om mat er i al r eal i t y, Fr eud t r ansl at es Descar t es' ant i t hesi s of

t he knowi ng mi nd and t he nat ur e i t knows i nt o an opposi t i on wi t hi n nat ur e .

As t he l i ved si de of cor por eal bei ng, unconsci ous wi shes r epr esent t he f or m of

exi st ence i n whi ch nat ur e st ands conf l i ct ed wi t hi n i t sel f . " Let us i magi ne

our sel ves, " Fr eud suggest s i n " I nst i nct s and Thei r Vi ci ssi t udes"

i n t he si t uat i on of an al most ent i r el y hel pl ess l i vi ng

or gani sm, as yet unor i ent ed i n t he wor l d, whi ch i s

r ecei vi ng st i mul i i n i t s ner vous subst ance . Thi s or gani sm

wi l l ver y soon be i n a posi t i on ' t o make a f i r st di st i nct i on

and a f i r st or i ent at i on . On t he one hand, i t wi l l be awar e

of st i mul i whi ch can be avoi ded by muscul ar act i on

( f l i ght ) ; t hese i t ascr i bes t o an ext er nal wor l d . On t he

ot her , i t wi l l al so be awar e of st i mul i agai nst whi ch such

act i on i s of no avai l and whose char act er of const ant

pr essur e per si st s i n spi t e of i t ; t hese st i mul i ar e si gns of an

i nt er nal wor l d, t he evi dence of i nst i nct ual needs . The

per cept ual subst ance of a l i vi ng or gani sm wi l l t hus have

f ound i n t he ef f i cacy of i t s muscul ar act i vi t y a basi s f or

di st i ngui shi ng bet ween an ` out si de' and an ` i nsi de' . 47

And a bi t l at er i n t he same essay, i n an exami nat i on of t he " pol ar i t i es" by

" whi ch " our ment al l i f e as a whol e i s gover ned" , Fr eud dr aws upon t hi s

bi ol ogi cal par abl e i n or der t o gr ound t he epi st emol ogi cal di st i nct i on f i r st ar -

t i cul at ed by Descar t es i n t he r udi ment ar y exi st ent i al pol ar i t y t hat i nf or ms

or gani c exi st ence . For " t he ant i t hesi s ego 8 non- ego ( ext er nal ) , i . e . , subj ect -

obj ect , i s . . . t hr ust upon t he i ndi vi dual at an ear l y st age" sheer l y by t he

vi ci ssi t udes of i t s bei ng or gani c . " Thi s ant i t hesi s r emai ns, above al l , sover ei gn

i n our i nt el l ect t i al act i vi t y and cr eat es f or r esear ch t he basi c si t uat i on whi ch no

5 0



SE = The St andar d Edi t i on of t he Compl et e Psychol ogi cal Wor ks of Si gmund Fr eud, James

St r achey, Gener al Edi t or ( Hogar t h Pr ess, London : 1953- 64) .

1 . The cl ear est expr essi on of t hi s out l ook i s f ound i n " A Di f f i cul t y i n t he Pat h of

Psychoanal ysi s" ( 1917) , SE XVI I , pp . 140- 1, wher e Fr eud pl aces psychoanal ysi s as t he l ast of

t he " t hr ee bl ows t o human nar ci ssi sm" wr ought by t he r esear ches of sci ence, t he f i r st t wo

bei ng deal t by Coper ni cus and Dar wi n .

2 .

	

Tr ans . by J . MacQuar r i e and E . Robi nson ( Har per & Row, New Yor k, N. Y. : 1962) , sect i on

1. 5 . B. , pp . 210- 24 .

3 .

	

Tr ans . byj . B . Bai l l i e ( Har per Tor chbook, NewYor k, N. Y. : 1967) , p . 83 .

4 .

	

SE V, p. 603 .

5 .

	

" The Changi ng I mpact of Dar wi ni sm on Phi l osophy" , Jour nal of t he Hi st or y of I deas, v . 22,

1961, p . 454.

6 .

	

Op . ci t . , Hegel , p . 87 .

7 .

	

" An Out l i ne of Psychoanal ysi s ( 1940 [ 1938] ) , SEXXI I I , pp . 144 & 157 r espect i vel y . Whi l e

t hese st at ement s ar e dr awn f r om Fr eud' s l ast wor k, t he same under st andi ng i s pat ent i n hi s

ver y ear l i est wr i t i ngs . cf Pr oj ect f or a Sci ent i f i c Psychol ogy ( 1895) , SE I , p . 307 .

8 .

	

Her e 1 have i n mi nd par t i cul ar l y f i r gen Haber mas' Knowl edge and Human I nt er est s,

( Beacon Pr ess, Bost on : 1971) , chs . 10, 11 & 12, as wel l as Paul Ri coeur ' s Fr eud and

Phi l osophy : An Essay on I nt er pr et at i on ( Yal e Uni ver si t y Pr ess, New Haven : 1970) .

Char act er i st i cal l y, Jean Pi aget di scusses psychoanal ysi s under t he headi ng of " Li ngui st i c

St r uct ur al i sm" i n hi s St r uct ur al i sm ( Har per Tor ch books, NewYor k, N. Y . : 1971) .

9 . " I t seems t o be, " Fr eud wr ot e on Mar ch 10, 1898, " as t hough t he t heor y of wi sh- f ul f i l ment

has onl y br ought t he psychol ogi cal sol ut i on and not t he bi ol ogi cal , or , r at her , met apsychi cal

one . ( I am goi ng t o ask you ser i ousl y, by t he way, whet her 1 may use t he name of met a-

psychol ogy f or my psychol ogy t hat l eads bei nd consci ousness. ) Bi ol ogi cal l y, dr eaml i f e seems

t o me t o der i ve ent i r el y f r om t he r esi dues of t he pr ehi st or i c per i od of l i f e ( bet ween t he ages of

one and f our ) e t he same per i od whi ch i s t he sour ce of t he unconsci ous and al so cont ai ns t he

aet i ol ogy of al l t he psychoneur oses, t he per i od nor mal l y char act er i zed by an amnesi a

anal ogous t o hyst er i cal amnesi a . " SE I , Let t er 84, p . 274 .

10 .

	

SEV, p. 378 .

13 .

	

SE I V, p. 63 .
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Not es

11 .

	

Cf The Ego and t he I d ( 1923) , ch . 3, SE XI X, pp . 28- 39passi m.

12 .

	

" Phi l osophi cal Aspect s of Dar wi ni sm" , an essay i n The Phenomenon of Li f e : Towar ds a

Phi l osophi cal Bi ol ogy, ( Del t a Books, New Yor k, N. Y . : 1966) , p. 47 . Thi s br i l l i ant essay was

t he sour ce of i nspi r at i on f or t he i nt er pr et at i on of psychoanal ysi s of f er ed her e, al t hough Jonas

does not deal wi t h Fr eud i n any r espect .

14 .

	

The Or zgi ns of Psychoanal ysi s, eds . M. Bonapar t e, A . Fr eud and E . Kr i s, ( Basi c Books, New

Yor k, N. Y. : 1954) . The f i r st quot e i s f r om Let t er 39 dat ed Jan . 1, 1896, p. 141 ; t he second

f r om Let t er 44, Apr i l 2, 1896, p. 162 .
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15 .

	

SE I V, pp . 41- 2 . Whi l e I have r ear r anged t he sequence of poi nt s Fr eud makes i n t hi s passage

i n or der t o hi ghl i ght t hose r el evant t o my ar gument , I have not , I t hi nk, vi ol at ed t her eby

et her t hespi r i t or l et t er of Fr eud' s vi ews as conveyed i n t he passage .

16 .

	

SE VI , pp. 258- 9 .

17 .

	

cf. Logi cal Posi t i vi sm, ed . A. J . Ayer ( Fr ee Pr ess, NewYor k, N. Y. : 1959) , par t i cul ar l y Rudol f

Car nap' s " The El i mi nat i on of Met aphysi cs Thr ough t he Logi cal Anal ysi s of Language" , pp .

60- 81 .

18 .

	

I n Let t er s of Si gmundFr eud( 1873- 1939) , ed . Er nst L. Fr eud, ( Hogar t h Pr ess, London : 1970) ,

Let t er 228dat edJan . 30, 1927, p. 376 .

19 .

	

Op . ci t , Hegel , p . 86 .

20 .

	

SE XVI I , " A Di f f i cul t y . . . " , pp . 140- 1 . The publ i c cont r over sy sur r oundi ng t he Or i gi n of

Speci es at t est s t o t he aut hor i t y sci ence car r i ed by t hat t i me i n addr essi ng i ssues of gener al

human concer n .

21 .

	

I nt r oduct or y Lect ur es ( 1915) , SE XV, p . 22 .

22 .

	

I t shoul d be not ed, however , t hat nat ur al sci ence i t sel f has had no l i t t l e di f f i cul t y i n knowi ng

what t o do wi t h t he spoi l s of i t s vi ct or y . These di f f i cul t i es ar e pat ent i n t he var i ous " sci en-

t i f i c" specul at i ons on how " consci ousness" evol ved by a pr ocess of nat ur al sel ect i on . What

al l such ef f or t s f or get i s t hat t he ef f i cacy of a mechani st i c causal scheme such as Dar wi n' s i s

under wr i t t en by an ont ol ogi cal i mper at i ve t hat el i mi nat es f r om t he out set consci ousness

( awar eness, pur pose, i nt ent i on, vol i t i on) as i r r el evant t o t he phenomenon t o be expl ai ned .

23 .

	

Book Bet a, Met aphysi cs, t r ans . R. Hope, ( Ann Ar bor Paper backs, Uni ver si t y of Mi chi gan

Pr ess, Ann Ar bor : 1960) , p . 51, ( 9996 : 5- 7) .

24 .

	

Op . ci t . , Jonas, pp . 47- 8 passi m.

25 .

	

I bi d. p. 40, n.
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26 .

	

The Phi l osophi cal I mpact of Cont empor ar y Physi cs, ( Van Nost r and, NewYor k, N. Y . : 1961) ,

p . 122 .

27 . I bi d. , p. 121 . Capek under st at es hi s case by addi ng t he pr ovi so t hat t he " syst em" be

" i sol at ed" . I t i s cl ear f r omLapl ace' s f or mul at i on, however , t hat t he uni ver se i s i t sel f j ust such

an i sol at ed syst em.

28 .

	

Op . ci t . , Jonas, p. 38 .

29 . I bi d. , p . 40 .

30 .

	

I ndeed, Kant , no enemy of Newt oni ani sm, t hought " or gani zed bei ngs" t o be unt hi nkabl e

wi t hout t he pr i nci pl e of t el eol ogy. cf t he Cr i t i que of Judgement , t r ans. , J . H . Ber nar d,

( Haf ner Publ i shi ng Co . , New Yor k, N. Y. : 1968) , sec . 75, p. 248 . For a per cept i ve con

si der at i on of t he si gni f i cance of Dar wi n' s el i mi nat i on of t el eol ogy,
cf. ,

John Dewey, " The

I nf l uence of Dar wi n on Phi l osophy" i n The I nf l uence of Dar wi n on Phi l osophy and Ot her

Essays i n Cont empor ar y Thought , ( I ndi ana Uni ver si t y Pr ess, Bl oomi ngt on : 1910) , esp . pp . 1

&5 .

31 .

	

The Or i gi n of Speci es by Means of Nat ur al Sel ect i on, f i r st edi t i on, ( Pengui n, Mi ddl esex :

1968) , p . 456 .
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The Logi c of Li f e : A Hi t oy of Her edi t y, ( Vi nt age Books, NewYor k, N. Y . : 1973) , p . 296 .

Jacob i s an emi nent mechani st mol ecul ar bi ol ogi st .

33 .

	

Op . ci t . , Or i gi n, pp . 27- 8 . Al so t he I nt r oduct i on t o The I nt er pr et at i on of Ani mal For m by

W. Col eman, ( Johnson Repr i nt Cor p . , NewYor k, N. Y. : 1967) . The book i s a col l ect i on of

cl assi cal essays on mor phol ogy, i n r epr i nt .

34 .

	

Quot ed i n E. S . Russel l , For m and Funct i on: A Cont r i but i on t o t he Hi st or y of Ani mal

Mor phol ogy, ( John Mur r ay, London : 1916) , p . 253 .
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Leonar do da Vi nci anda Memor y of Hi s Chi l dhood, SE XI , p . 97 .

36 .

	

Tr ans . W. Kauf mann, ( Vi nt age Books, New Yor k, N. Y . : 1966) , p. 161 .
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Op . cat . , Ar i st ot l e, Book Al pha The Less, p. 36, ( 9936 : 28- 32) .

38 .

	

SE XI , p . 136 .
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SEXI , p. 135 .

40 .

	

Thr ee Essays on t he Theor y of Sexual i t y, SE VI I , p . 239 .

41 . I bi d. , p . 234.

42 .

	

Op . ci t . , Let t er s of Fr eud, Let t er 149, p . 293 .

43 .

	

SEXI , p . 137 .

44 .

	

SE' , XVI I , " The Unconsci ous' ' , p . 187 .

45 .

	

SE V, pp . 565- 566 .
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SEN, p . 620.

47 .

	

SEXVI I , " I nst i nct s and Thei r Vi ci ssi t udes" , p . 119
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