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QUATERNION KAHLERIAN MANIFOLDS

SHIGERU ISHIHARA

A quaternion K#hlerian manifold is defined as a Riemannian manifold whose
holonomy group is a subgroup of Sp (m)-Sp(1). Recently, several authors
(Alekseevskii [1], [2], Gray [3], Ishihara [4], Ishihara and Konishi [5], Krainse
[6] and Wolf [10]) have studied quaternion K#hlerian manifolds and obtained
many interesting results. In the present paper, we shall study those manifolds
by using tensor calculus. To do so, it is rather convinient to define a quater-
nion K#hlerian manifold as a Riemannian manifold which admits a bundle V
of tensors of type (1, 1) having some properties. The bundle V' is 3-dimensional
as a vector bundle and admits an algebraic structure which is isomorphic to
that of pure imaginary quaternions.

In §1, we define quaternion Kéhlerian manifolds in our fashion and give
some results proved in [6]. § 2 is devoted to the establishment of some formulas
required in the following sections. In § 3, it is proved among some other
theorems that any quaternion K#hlerian manifold is an Einstein space
(Alekseevskii [1]). We prove in §4 that a quaternion K&hlerian manifold,
which is of constant curvature or conformally flat, is of zero curvature, if the
manifold is of dimension >8. In §5, we define Q-sectional curvatures and
determine the form of the curvature tensor of a quaternion Kihlerian
manifold when it has constant Q-sectional curvature (See Alekseevskii [1]).

Manifolds, mappings and geometric objects under discussion are assumed
to be differentiable and of class C~. The indices h,i,j, k,1, p, q,r, s, t, u, v run
over the range {1, ---,#}, and the summation convention will be used with
respect to this system of indices.

1. Quaternion Kihlerian manifolds

Let M be a differentiable manifold of dimension n, and assume that there is
a 3-dimensional vector bundle V consisting of tensors of type (1, 1) over M
satisfying the following condition:

(a2) In any coordinate neighborhood U of M, there is a local base {F, G, H}
of ¥ such that
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FP=—1, G=—-1, H=_1I,

(LD GH= —HG=F, HF = -FH=G, FG= —GF=H,
I denoting the identify tensor field of type (1, 1) in M.

Such a local base {F, G, H} is called a canonical local base of the bundle V
in U. Then the bundle V is called an almost quaternion structure in M, and
(M, V) an almost quaternion manifold. Thus an almost quaternion manifold is
necessarily of dimension n = 4m (m > 1).

In an almost quaternion manifold (M, V), we take intersecting coordinate
neighborhoods U and U’. Let {F,G, H} and {F’,G’, H’} be canonical local
bases of ¥V in U and U’ respectively. Then F/,G’ and H’ are linear combi-
nations of F, G and H in U N U/, that is,

F' = s ,F + 5,G + s,H ,
(1.2) G = s, + 5,G + 5,,H ,
H' = syF + s,G + s,,H

with functions 5., (7, § = 1,2,3) in U N U’. The coefficients s,, appearing in
(1.2) form an element Sy ;. = (s,,) of the proper orthogonal group SO(3) of
dimension 3, because both of {F, G, H} and {F’, G’, H'} satisty (1.1). Thus any
almost quaternion manifold is orientable.

If there is in an almost quaternion manifold (M, V) a global base {F, G, H}
of the bundle V which satisfies (1.1), then (M, V) is what is traditionally called
almost quaternion manifold. Such a global base {F,G, H} of V' is called a
canonical global base of V.

Let (M, V) be an almost quaternion manifold, and {F, G, H} a canonical
local base of V in a coordinate neighborhood U of M. We now assume that
there is in each U a system of coordinates (x*) with respect to which F, G and
H have numerical components of the form

0 —E O 0 0 0 —E O
E 0 O 0 0 0 0 E
F: 0 0 0 —E)’ G: E 0 0 0}’
0 0 E 0 0 —E O 0
(1.3)
0 O 0 —FE
0O 0 —E O
A: 0 E 0 01’
E O 0 0

where E denotes the identity (m, m)-matrix (dim M = 4m). In such a case, the
given almost quaternion structure ¥ or such a canonical local base {F, G, H}
is said to be integrable.
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We denote by Sp (m) the real representation of the symplectic unitary group
acting on a unitary vector space C*™, that is, Sp (m) is the subgroup of SO(4m)
which leaves the tensors F, G and H invariant, where F, G and H have respec-
tively components given by (1.3) with respect to an orthogonal base of a real
metric vector space R*™. We denote by Sp (m)-Sp (1) the subgroup Sp (m) x
Sp (1)/{=1} of SO(4m), and by Sp (m) the subgroup Sp (m)-I, where I is the
identity transformation of R*™.

Remark. A (4m, 4m)-matrix 4 = (A4,") belonging to the Lie algebra sp (1)
X sp (1) of Sp (m)-Sp (1) is an element of the subalgebra sp (m) x 0 of sp (m)
X sp (1) if and only if

Athhi =0 5 AihGhi =0 N AihHhi =0 ,

where (F,"), (G;*) and (H,") are respectively the matrices ', G and H given by
(1.3).

In any almost quaternion manifold (M, V), there is a Riemannian metric g
such that g(¢X,Y) + g(X, 4Y) = 0 holds for any cross-section ¢ of V', X and
Y being arbitrary vector ficlds. A pair {g, V'} of such a Riemannian metric and
an almost quaternion structure V is called an almost quaternion metric structure,
and {M, g, V} an almost quaternion metric manifold. Thus a manifold M admits
an almost quaternion structure if and only if the structure group of the tangent
bundle T(M) over M is reducible to Sp (m)-Sp(1), where dimM = 4m. A
manifold with almost quaternion structure admits a canonical global base of
V if and only if the structure group of T(M) is reducible to Sp (m).

Let {F, G, H} be a canonical local base of V' in a coordinate neighborhood
U of an almost quaternion metric manifold (M, g, V). Since each of F, G and
H is almost Hermitian with respect to g, putting

O(X,Y)=gFX,Y), ¥X,Y)=gHX,Y),

(1.4)
0X,Y) = g(HX,Y),

for any vector fields X and Y, we see that @, ¥ and 6 are local 2-forms in U.
However, by means of (1.2),

(1.5) RQ=0NO+ TNV +06N0O

is a 4-form defined globally in M. Using (1.2), we easily see that

1.6) A=FRXF+GRG+ HIM

is a global tensor field of type (2, 2) in M.

Now, let us assume that the Riemannian connection ¥ of (M, g, V) satisfies
the following conditions:

(b) If ¢ is a cross-section (local or global) of the bundle V, then V x¢ is
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also a cross-section (resp. local or global) of V, X being an arbitrary vector
field in M.
By means of (1.1), the condition (b) is equivalent to the following condition:
(by 1f {F,G,H}isin U a canonical local base of V' in U, then

Vil = HX)G — q(X)H ,
(1.7 VG = —r(X)F + p(X)H ,
VyH= qgXF — pX)G

for any vector field X, where p, g and r are certain local 1-forms defined in U.

If an almost quaternion metric manifold (M, g, V) satisfies the condition (b)
or (b), then (M, g, V) or M is called a quaternion Kdahlerian manifold and
(g, V) a quaternion Kihlerian structure. Thus a Riemannian manifold is a
quaternion Kahlerian manifold if and only if the holonomy group is a sub-
group of Sp (m)-Sp (1) (see [1],12], [3], [4], [5],[6],{10)). In a quaternion
Kiéhlerian manifold, we easily have

(1.8) Ve =0, FA =0

because of (1.7). Conversely, if we have one of equations (1.8) in an almost
quaternion metric manifold, then it is a quaternion K#hlerian manifold. Thus
we have '

Theorem 1.1. An almost quaternion metric manifold is a quaternion
Kiihlerian manifold if and only if V2 = 0 or V4 = 0 (See [4], for example).

From Theorem 1.1, we have /{2 = 0 in a quaternion Kihlerian manifold.
Thus £ is a nonzero harmonic 4-form and hence £* (1 < k< m) is a non-
zero harmonic 4k-form, where dim M = 4m. Therefore, when a quaternion
K#hlerian manifold M is compact, B,;, > 1 for 0 < k < m, where B, is the
r-th Betti number of M, because M is orientable. Using the harmonic form £,
Kraines [6] proved inequalities B, < B,,, < --- < B,,,forr+4p<m + 1,
r=20,1,2 or 3.

2. Some formulas

In this section we establish some formulas, which will be required in the
sequel, concerning quaternion Kéhlerian manifolds. We denote a quaternion
Kihlerian manifold by (M, g, V), and assume that dim M = 4m.

In a coordinate neighborhood {U ; x"} of M we denote by g;; the components
of the metric tensor g, and put (g%%) = (g,;)~'. Take a canonical local base
{F,G,H} of V in U, and denote by F;*, G;* and H," respectively the com-
ponents of F, G and H in {U, x"}, where {F, G, H} is a canonical local base of
V in U. Thus (1.7) is written as
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VjFih = erih — q;H",
2. V,G*= —r,F* + p;H,
V,H" = q;F* — p,G*,
where p;, q; and r; are respectively the components of p,g and r in {U; x"}.
Using the Ricci formula, from (2.1) we have
KkjthFiL - Kkjisth - Ck]’Gz‘h - Bijih ’
(2~2) KkahGit — KkjisGsh == _‘ijFih + Aijih )
KkjthHit - KkjisHsh = ”‘BkjFih - Aijz'h s

K, ;" being the components of the curvature tensor K of the quaternion
Kihlerian manifold (M, g), and A, B, C being defined by

23) A=dp+gAr, B=dq+rAp, C=dr+qgAp,
where A;, = —A,;, B;; = —B,;, C;; = —C;; and
(2.4) A =3AudxI Ndx', B = }B,dx) Ndx', C=3}C,dxI Ndx .

Thus 4, B and C are local 2-forms defined in U.
We now obtain, from (2.2),

(2.5) [K(X, Y),G] = —C(X, Y)F + AX,Y)H ,
[K(X,Y),Hl = BX,Y)F — AX,Y)G

in a coordinate neighborhood U, X and Y being arbitrary vector fields in M.
In another neighborhood U’ we may have

[K(X,Y), F] = X, Y)6' - BX, Y)H',
K(X,Y),G'l = —C'(X, )F + A'(X, Y)H
[KX,Y),H]l= BXYF —-AX,Y)G¢,
where F/,G’, H' form a canonical local base of V' in U’. Because Sy =
(s;5) € SO(3), by means of (1.2) we thus find in U N U’
A" = 5,4 + 5,B + 5,C,
2.6) B = 5,4 + s,B + 5,,C ,
C' = 534 + $,B + 5,C .

Using (2.6) we easily see that the local 4-form
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Q.7 > =AAA+BAB+CAC

determines in M a global 4-form, which is denoted also by . This }] is, in
some sense, the curvature tensor of a linear connection defined in the bundle
V by means of (1.7). Now, using (2.3) and taking account of Theorem 3.3
proved in § 3, we can easily prove

Lemma 2.1. Let (M, g, V) be a quaternion Kdhlerian manifold. A neces-
sary and sufficient condition for the 4-form ), to vanish identically in M,
provided that dim M > 8, (or for all of the local 2-forms A, B and C to vanish
identically in each coordinate neighborhood U) is that in each coordinate
neighborhood U there be a canonical local base {F, G, H} of V satisfying V'F =
VG =VH = 0, i.e., that the bundle V be locally parallelizable.

Assuming that a quaternion Kidhlerian manifold satisfies the condition stated
in Lemma 2.1, we see that the functions s,; appearing in (1.2) are all constant
in a connected component of U N U/, U and U’ being coordinate neighbor-
hoods, if we take {F, G, H} such that FVF = VG =FVH =0 in each U. In a
quaternion Kihlerian manifold (M, g, V), if M is simply connected, and the
bundle V is locally parallelizable, then V has a canonical global base.

Transvecting the three equations of (2.2) respectively with F,, = F,'G,,, G,y
= G,'g,, and H,,, = H,'g,, and changing indices, we find respectively

—KyjooFi'Fy + Kijon = CiyHyn + BiyGyy s
(2-8) _KkjtsGitGhs + Kkjih - AkjFih =+ ijHih 5
—KyjisH'Hy' + Kijin = BiyGon + AiiFin
where Ky, = Kiji'8sn, and Fy, = Fi’8o, Gip = Gi’8sny Hyp = H*g,, are

the components of @, 7', & defined by (1.4) respectively.
Transvecting the second equation of (2.8) with Fi* = g®F*, we have

_KkhtsGilGhsFih + Kkijih = 4mAkj »
from which it follows that

1 )
Akj == —chjthm 5
2m

where dim M = 4m. Similarly, we obtain

1 ; 1 ;
Akj = m Kka‘hF R s Bkj - m KkjihG " s

L i
ij = m KkjihH r

2.9

Next, using (2.9) we have
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chtshF“ - %(Kkzsh —kasm)F” = %(chsh + Kskm)F”
= —3KinioF” = —mAy, ,
where we have used the identity Ky, + Kjin + Kz = 0. Similarly we find

ts —
KyisnF® = —mdy, , Ky15nG* = —mBy, ,

(2.10)
KynHY = —mCy, .

On the other hand because of (2.10), transvecting (2.8) with g7¢ gives Ky,
= —mAF,* — B;,G,* — C;,H,* where K;, = K;;;,8’* are the components
of the Ricci tensor S of (M, g). Similarly we obtain

Kkh — ——-mAkths —_ Bk‘gGhs —_— CksHhs B
Ky, = — A F, — mB, G, — C, H,*,
Kkh = _‘Akths - Blcs(;h8 - kasHhs ’

from which, it follows that for m > 1,

chh = _(m + 2)Akths ’ Kkh = _(m + 2)BksGhs b

(2.11)
Ken = —(m + 2)CiH,*

and form = 1,
(2-12) Kkh - —A/cths - BksGhs - CksHhs .

We find from (2.11) that if m > 1, then

1 1
Ay = —— K Fp°, By, = ——— K G,*
kh ma2 ksl'n kn mi 2 1sUp
(2.13) {
Ckh = —m—-]—szSHhs .
Substituting (2.13) in (2.8) we have for m > 1,
1
— Kb i'F 1 4+ Kigon = — K (GG + HH;,) ,
m+ 2
(2-14) _KkjtsGitGhs + Kkjih = '—I_Kkt(Hthih + thFih);
m+ 2
1
—KyjisH'G® + Kijin = ——— K o(F3'Fyp + G/G) .
m+ 2

Since Ay, B;; and Cy; are all skew-symmetric, using (2.13) we find, for
m>1,
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(2.15) KtsttFjS = Kkj ) KtSthst = Kkj ) KtsHktHjs = Kkj .
Now using (2.3) we have the identities

dA + gNC —rAB=0, dB +rNA—-—pANC=0,

(2.16)
dC + pAB —gqANA=0.

Next by means of (2.13) we see that K, F %, K;G,* and K;H;* are all skew-
symmetric if dim M = 4m > 4. On the other hand, use of (2.1) gives

Vk(stFis) = (Vchjs)Fis + rkstst — QkstHis ’

from which it follows that (7, K;)F;* + (VK )F;* = 0. Thus, if dimM =
4dm > 4, then

(2.17) VkKji = (Vths)thFz‘s .

3. Some theorems

First, we prove

Lemma 3.1. For any quaternion Kihlerian manifold of dimension > 8,
the Ricci tensor is parallel.

Proof. By means of (2.1) and (2.13), from the first identity of (2.16) it
follows that if dim M > 8, then

(3-1) (’71cst)Fis + (VjKis)st + (ViKks)Fjs =0.
Transvecting (3.1) with F,* gives
—ViKin + P KIFF + (VK P F =0 .

Substituting in this equation (V,K,;)F,‘F,* = V ;K,, which is a consequence of
(2.17), we thus obtain

Vijh — VkKJh - _(VthS)thFjs N

If we substitute in this equation V,K;, = (V,K,,)G;°G,* which will be proved
in the same way as (2.17), then we find

Vijn - Vkth o (Vcha)icGkaja -
Similarly we obtain
Vijn — Vkth = —'(Vcha)thHkaja = _(Vcha)Hh,chbGja .

Combining these equations gives



QUATERNION KAHLERIAN MANIFOLDS 491

(3.2) VK,DF+ G H* = (V. Kyo,)Gi*H'F,* = (VKo )H,F *G* .
In particular, we have
V Kyo)F°G;*H,e = (F K, )G °H PF .2
from which by transvecting with H,*G/F,* we obtain
(3.3) —V Kyo)G,tH P F 0 = (P Ky )F,°GPH o .

Thus from (3.2) and (3.3) it follows that (V K, )F,°G,/*H;* = 0 which implies
V .K,, = 0 proving Lemma 3.1.

Next we prove

Lemma 3.2. Let (M, g,V) be a quaternion Kihlerian manifold of dimen-
sion > 8. Then the Riemannian manifold (M, g) is irreducible if (M, g) has
nonvanishing Ricci tensor.

Proof. Suppose that (M, g) is reducible and has nonvanishing Ricci tensor.
Since (M, g) is not flat and the Ricci tensor S is parallel because of Lemma
3.1, we can take a coordinate neighborhood U of M such that the Riemannian
manifold (U, g) is decomposed into a Riemannian product of certain number
of Riemannian manifolds (W, g), - - -, (W,, g,), p > 2, in such a way that

P P
(34 sgX,Y)= AZ_:1 84w X, 7, Y) SX,Y) = AZ—:1 PAgA(n'AXa n4Y)

for any vector fields X and Y, where p, are constants such that g, < - .- < g,
and r,: U— W, are the natural projections which denote at the same time
their differential mappings.

On the other hand, since (F, g) is an almost Hermitian structure in U, we
have g(FX,FY) = g(X,Y) and S(FX, FY) = S(X, Y) from (2.15). Thus using
(3.4) we obtain in U

My

3.5)

P
gulm JFX, 7w FY) = ,42—:1 84w, X, 7, Y)

A=1

3

»

(3.6) ) PAgA(”AFXa z,FY) = x PAgA(TFAXa 74Y)

A4 A=1

1

for any vector fields X and Y. Since p, < --- < p, and each of g, is positive
definite, we have, from (3.5) and (3.6),

(3.7 8aw FX, mFY) = g4, X,7,Y) (A=1,--+,p)

for any vector fields X and Y.
From now on for simplicity we assume that p = 2, i.e., that (U,g) =
Wy, 8) X (Wy,8). Let () = (', -+ -,y and (2) = (z7*}, - - -, 2") be coordi-
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nates systems in W, and W, respectively. Then (x*) = (y*,z") are naturally
coordinates in U = W, X W, (the indices «, 8, 7 run over the range {1, - - -, r}
and the indices 2, g, v over the rang {r + 1, -- -, n}). With respect to (x*) =
(y+, 7%, g has components of the form

@0 = (% go)

where (g,,) and (g,,) are respectively the components of g, and g,, (g,,) and (g,,)
being independent of the variables z* and y* respectively. From (3.7) we have
F, =0and hence 4,, = B,,=C,,=0byputting h = a,i =, j = 2 and
k = p in (2.2). Similarly, we find 4,, = C,, = D,, =0 and A4,, = B,, =
C,, = 0. Therefore we have A = B = C = 0, which implies S = 0 because
of (2.11). Since this is a contradiction, the Riemannian manifold (M, g) is
necessarily irreducible and Lemma 3.2 is proved.

From Lemmas 3.1 and 3.2, we have the following theorems.

Theorem 3.3. Any quaternion Kihlerian manifold of dimension > 8 is
an Einstein space (see Alekseevskii [1]).

Theorem 3.4. When a quaternion Kdhlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimen-
sion > 8 has nonvanishing scalar curvature, the Riemannian manifold (M, g)
is irreducible (see Alekseevskii [1]).

Theorem 3.5. When a quaternion Kihlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimen-
sion > 8 has zero scalar curvature, (M, g) is locally a Riemannian product of
a flat quaternion Kdihlerian manifold and irreducible quaternion Kdhlerian
manifolds with vanishing Ricci tensor (see Alekseevskii [1]).

Now from (2.9) and (2.13) we have

; 2m
K Fs, Ky uGt=_""" _K.Gs,
m + 2 kst 4 kjih m + 2 4 Kl

Kkjthih = - 2m

(3.8

; 2
KkjihHm = —mz ) KksHjs s

if dimM = 4m > 8. Thus, if the Ricci tensor vanishes identically, then we
obtain, for succesive covariant derivatives of the curvature tensor,

Ky jinF™™ = KijinG™ = Ky = 0,
(VlKkjih)Fih = (VlKkjih)Gih = (VlKkjih)Hih =0,

3.9 e .

Wy VK )F* =+ V Ky )G = (Vs -+ - Vi Kiju) H* =0,

provided that dim M > 8. Therefore by means of the remark stated in § 1 we
see that the restricted holonomy group of (M, g, V) is a subgroup of Sp (m).
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Conversely, if the restricted holonomy group is a subgroup of Sp (i), then we
have (3.9) and hence K, = O by taking account of (3.8). Summing up, we
have

Theorem 3.6. The restricted holonomy group of a quaternion Kdhlerian
manifold of dimension > 8 is a subgroup of Sp(m) if and only if the Ricci
tensor vanishes identically (see Alekseevskii [1]).

When dim M = 4, taking account of (2.10) and (2.12), we have

Theorem 3.7. If the restricted holonomy group of a quaternion Kdhlerian
manifold of dimension 4 is a subgroup of Sp (m), then the Ricci tensor vanishes
identically.

Taking account of (2.13), from Lemma 2.1 we have

Theorem 3.8. For a quaternion Kdhlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimension
> 8, the bundle V is locally parallizable if and only if the Ricci tensor vanishes
identically. When a quaternion Kahlerian manifold (M, g, V) is of dimension
4, the Ricci tensor vanishes identically if the bundle V is parallelizable.

Now suppose that a quaternion Kéhlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimension
> 8 is of zero curvature. Then by Theorem 3.8 the bundle V is locally paral-
lizable. Thus, if (M, g, V) is further simply connected, then the bundle V
admits a cannonical global base (i.e., M admits an almost quaternion structure
in traditional sense). If we now take account of a theorem proved in [7] and
[9], concerning the integrability of almost quaternion structure in traditional
sense, then we have

Theorem 3.9. If a quaternion Kihlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimension
> 8 is complete, simply connected and of zero curvature, then (M, g, V) is a
Euclidean space with standard quaternion structure V.

Let (M, V') be an almost quaternion manifold. Consider a linear connection
D in the vector bundle V. If we take a canonical local base {F,G, H} of V in
a coordinate neighborhood U of M, then taking account of (1.1) we can put
inU

D.F = p(X)G — gX)H,  D,G = p(X)H — F(X)F ,
D.H = gX)F — p(X)G

for any vector field X in M, where p, g and 7 are local 1-forms defined in U,
which are called connection forms of D in U with respect to {F, G, H}. Now
in Uweputz=ANA+ BANB+ CAC, where A =dp + g7, B=
dg + ¥ N\ p, C =di + pAgq. Thenr is a global 4-form in M, which is brieafly
called the curvature form of D. We can easily verify that dz = 0, so that the
curvature form 7z is closed.

Let there be given another linear connection D’ in the vector bundle ¥, and
denote by z’ its curvature form which is obviously closed. Then, according to
a well known theorem due to A. Welil, the two curvature forms 7 and z’ deter-
mine the same cohomology class ¥. We now denote, in the vector bundle V,
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by D the linear connection defined by DxF = V xF, DyG = VyG and D;H =
VxH,X being an arbitrary vector field in M, when a quaternion Kihlerian
structure (g, V) is given in M. Then, in a quaternion K#hlerian manifold
(M, g, V) of dimension > 8, the curvature fromz=A4A A ANA+-BAB+CAC
=a@NO® + ¥ NY¥ + 0 A0O) determines the cohomology class ¥, where a
is a constant and ~ is harmonic, since (M, g, V) is an Einstein space.

When, for an almost quaternion manifold (M, V), there is a canonical local
base {F,G,H} of V in each coordinate neighborhood U of M in such a way
that the coeflicients s,, appearing in (1.2) are all constant in every connected
components of U (N U’, we say that the almost quaternion structure V is trivial.
If we assume that the bundle V is trivial, then there is a linear connection D
in V satisfying D F = 0, DG = 0, D H = 0for any vector field X in M, and
the curvature form = of D is trivially zero. Thus, in such a case, the cohomo-
logy class ¥ is zero.

Now we suppose that for a quaternion K#hlerian manifold (M, g, V) the
bundle V' is trivial. Then the cohomology class ¢ is zero and therefore the
harmonic 4-form = is cohomologous to zero. Thus, if M is compact, then = is
necessarily equal to zero, and hence the scalar curvature vanishes identically.
Conversely, if (M, g, V) has vanishing scalar curvature, then the Ricci tensor
vanishes, and hence the vector bundle V is locally parallelizable. Consequently,
in such a case, V is trivial. Summing up the arguments developed above, we
have

Theorem 3.10. A necessary and sufficient condition for a compact quater-
nion Kdhlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimension > 8 to have a trivial almost
quaternion structure V is that the scalar curvature vanish identically.

4. Quaternion Kihlerian manifolds of constant curvature

Let (M, g, V) be a 4m-dimensional quaternion Kéhlerian manifold, and as-
sume that (M, ¢) is of constant curvature ¢. Then the curvature tensor of (M, g)
has components of the form

“.1 chjilz = c(gkhgji — gjhgki) .

Thus we obtain
“4.2) KkjlsFiths = C(FkhFji - thFki) .

Substituting (4.1) in (2.9), we find
Akj = —LF]C] .
m

Similary,
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Substituting (4.1), (4.2) and (4.3) in the first equation of (2.8) we have
_C(FkhFji — thFki) + c(gkhgji - gjhgm')
= ——C—(ijHm + G,Gu)
m

from which by transvecting with g/ we obtain c(m — 1)(2m + 1)g,,/m = 0.
Thus, if ¢ #= 0, we get m = 1. Consequently, we have

Theorem 4.1. If a quaternion Kihlerian manifold (M, g, V) is of nonzero
constant curvature, then (M, g, V) is necessarily of dimension 4.

By Theorem 3.3, any quaternion Kihlerian manifold is an Einstein space.
If a quaternion K#hlerian manifold is conformally flat, then it is of constant
curvature. Thus from Theorem 4.1 we have

Theorem 4.2. If a quaternion Kidhlerian manifold of dimension > 8 is con-
formally flat, then it is of zero curvature.

5. (-sectional curvatures

We have already known that the curvature tensor of a quaternion projective
space HP(m) of dimension 4m, which is the base space of the Hopf fibering
Stm+3 s HP(m), where S$'™** is a unit sphere of dimension 4m + 3 (m > 1)
(See [11, [41, [5)), is given by

Ky jin = 8xn8ss — 8in8ri + FkhFji - thFki_“ 2ijFih
6.1 + GGy — GGy — 2Gy,Gyy
+ HyHy; — HypHyy — 2H Hyy,

Let X be a tangent vector of HP(m) at a point P of HP(m), and Y a linear
combination of X, FX, GX and HX, which is linearly independent of X. Then
by means of (5.1) we obtain ¢(X, Y) = 4, where ¢(X, Y) denotes the sectional
curvature of HP(m) with respect to X and Y. In this connection we shall define
(-sections and Q-sectional curvatures in a quaternion Kdhlerian manifold.

We take a point P in a quaternion K&hlerian manifold (M, g, V) of dimen-
sion 4m and a tangent vector X of M at P. Then the 4-dimensional subspace
Q(X) of the tangent space of M at P defined by

0X) ={Y|Y =aX 4+ bFX + ¢GX + dHX} ,
a, b, c and d being arbitrary real numbers, is called the Q-section determined

by X.
If we denote by o(X, Y) the sectional curvature of (M, g, V) with respect to
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the section spanned by X and Y at a point, then by definition we have

Ky X YIXiY"

X,Y) = —
1) = R Y = s, YF

ki

where | X|| and || Y || are lengths of X and Y respectively. Since (M, g, V) is an
Einstein space, using (2.14) we obtain, for a unit vector X,

X, FX) = K x| - K(X,FX,GX,HX)
dm(m + 2)

5.2  oX,GX)=__ K IX|F — K(X,GX, HX, FX) ,
dm(m + 2)

o X,HX) = % X — K(G, HX,FX,GX)
dm{im + 2)

k being the scalar curvature of (M, g, V'), where we have put K(X,Y,Z, W) =
g(K(X,Y)Z,W) for any tangent vectors X,Y,Z and W of M at P.

Now we suppose that for any Y, Z ¢ Q(X) the sectional curvature o(Y, Z)
is a constant p(X), which will be called the Q-sectional curvature of (M, g, V)
with respect to X at P. Then, putting Y = X, Z=FX; Y =X, Z =GX
and Y = X, Z = HX, we have respectively

(5.3) o(X, FX) = o(X,GX) = o(X, HX) = p(X) .
Thus, if we take account of the identity

KX, Y,Z,W) + KX,Z,W,Y) + KX, W,Y,Z) =0
and use (5.2), we obtain

k

1X1F

5.5 K(X,FX,GX, HX) = K(X,GX, HX,FX)
' — K(X,HX,FX,GX) =0 .

Next, from the assumption we find ¢(X, aFX + bGX) = p(X), a* + b* # 0,
which together with (5.3) implies K(X, FX, X, GX) = 0. Similarly,

K(X,FX,X,GX) = KX,GX, X, HX)

(5.6)
= KX,HX,X,FX)=0.

Thus, using (5.5) and (5.6), we find
5.7 K(Y,2)Y — p(X)Z e Q+(X)
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for any Y, Z € Q(X), where Q+(X) denotes the orthogonal complement of Q(X)
in the tangent space of M at P.

Conversely, if we assume that (5.7) is established for any Y, Z ¢ Q(X) at P
of M, then we easily see that the sectional curvature ¢(Y, Z) is constant for any
Y, Z ¢ Q(X). Thus we have

Lemma 5.1. Let Q(X) be a Q-section at a point P of a quaternion
Kdhlerian manifold (M, g, V). Then the sectional curvature (Y ,Z) with re-
spect to the section spanned by any Y,Z ¢ Q(X) is a constant o(X) if and
only if K(Y,Z) — p(X)Z ¢ QH(X) for any Y, Z € Q(X), and in such a case we
have

— k 2
(5.8) p(X) = o — X7,
where k is the scalar curvature of (M, g,V), and dimM = 4m.

In Lemma 5.1, p(X) is called the Q-sectional curvature of (M, g, V) with
respect to X at P, and the Q-section is said to have Q-sectional curvature p(X).

It is easily verified that a Q-section Q(X) at P has Q-sectional curvature p(X)
if in (M, g, V) there is a totally geodesic submanifold N of dimension 4 and
constant curvature p(X) such that N is tangent to Q(X) at P. When dimM =
4, there is only one Q-section Q(X) at each point P of M, X being anarbitrary
tangent vector of M at P. Thus, when dim M = 4, this Q(X) has Q-sectional
curvature c if and only if (M, g, V) is of constant curvature ¢ at P.

Let (M, g, V) be a quaternion K#hlerian manifold and assume that each Q-
section Q(X) at each point P of M, X being an arbitrary tangent vector to M
at P, has a Q-sectional curvature o(X). Moreover, if we suppose that the
sectional curvature p(X) is a constant ¢ = ¢(P) independent of X at each point
P, then we say that the quaternion K&hlerian manifold (M, g, V') is of constant
Q-sectional curvature ¢(P). Taking account of (5.1) we see that a quaternion
projective space HP(m) is a quaternion K#hlerian manifold of constant Q-sec-
tional curvature 1. In the sequel we shall determine the form of the curvature
tensor K ;,;, of a quaternion Kihlerian manifold of constant Q-section curva-
ture c(P).

Let (M, g, V) be a quaternion Kdhlerian manifold of constant Q-sectional
curvature ¢ = ¢(P) of dimension > 8. Since (M, g, V) is an Einstein space,
we may put

Ay = —4aF,,, By, = —4aGy;, Cy; = —d4aH,,,

a being a certain constant. Therefore substituting these equations in (2.8) we
have

5.9 —"KkjtsFichs + Kijin = _4a(ijGih + chjHih) .

Transvecting (5.9) with F,*F,"” and F /F ,* we obtain
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(5.10) —KojsnFi°F ' — KoyysiF°F ) = 4a(G;Gyn + HyjHy)
(5-11) —KktshthFis - chtsithFhS = _4a(ijGih + ijHih)
respectively, where we have changed indices.

From the assumption we have ¢(X, FX) = c for any tangent vector X, taking
account of the definition of sectional curvatures, so that
vasthvFistXinXh = c(gvhgjs - gjhgvs)FkaistXinXh
= — g8 X" X/ X X",

X" being the components of X. Since X is arbitrarily taken, from the above
equation we obtain

KojonFu'F* + KogsnF i°F* + KyponFi'F 4+ Ky joiF'°F)°
+ KonsiF ;°F3° + Koioi 'F + KogorF°F + KyynF1F §°
+ KyjonFi'Fi* + KousiF °F° + KonsiF o 'F 7 4 KojoiF' 1 F°
= _4C(glcjgzh + 8;:8kn + gikgjh) s
which, together with (5.10), implies
vasthuFis + KvishFijks + KvkshFivFjs
= —‘c(gkjgih + 8;:8kn + gikgjh) — 4a(ijGih + ijHih)
— 20(G;Gin + GG + GuGyn + HiHy, + HyHyy, + HyHyy)

If we transvect the above equation with F,*F,?, then we obtain
qupk - Kvuthvaju - vathqufu
= —c(Fy;Fpn — FonFjp + 84p8in)
- za(quGph + thGjp + quGjh + quth + thij + quHjh) .
Substituting
Kvuthquju = ijqh + 4A(Gijqh + ijth) >
which is a consequence of (5.9), in the above equation we get

inph - quph - vathquju - 4a(Gijqh + ijth)
= —C(Fg;Fpn — FnFjp + 8qp8in)
—2a(G;Gpn + GonGip + GG + HoyHpn
+ thij + quHJh) .

(5.12)

On the other hand, using (5.9) we find
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vathquju - Kputhquju
(513) = (vauh - Kpuvh)quFju = _'KvupthDFju
= —Kyjpn — 4a(G;Gpn + HysHy,) .

Taking the skew-symmetric parts of both sides of (5.12) with respect to ¢ and
j, and substituting (5.13) in the resulting equation we obtain

2K gion — Kipan + Kopjn + Kojpn + 4a(G ;G + HosH pp)
— 4a(G;,Gyp — GGy + HjpHyn — HypHjp)
= —C(2Fy;Fpy, — FouFyp + FiuFgp + 80p8n — 81p8qn)
— 4a(G,Gpn + HyiHypp) s

from which it follows that

Koipn = 56(84181p — 8in8ap + FanFijp — FinFyp — 2F5F 1)
+ A(GnGjp — CGinGop — 2Gy;Gip + HynHy,
— H;,H,, — 2H,;H,) .

If we now take account of ¢(X, FX) = ¢, then we have a = 1c and therefore

Kkjih = %C(gkhgji — 8in8ki T FkhFji - thFki - 2ijFih
(5.14) + GGy — GijnGri — 2G ;G + HinH
— H;,H,; — 2H,;H,,) .

Summing up, we have

Therem 5.2. A quaternion Kdhlerian manifold of dimension n > 8 is of
constant Q-sectional curvature ¢ = c(P) if and only if its curvature tensor has
components of the form (5.14) (see Alekseevskii [1]).

Transvecting (5.14) with g/¢ we find K;; = c¢(m + 2)g;; which implies & =
4dm(m + 2)c, so that ¢ = c(P) is necessarily constant in M. Hence we have

Theorem 5.3. For a quaternion Kdhlerian manifold (M, g, V) of constant
Q-sectional curvature ¢ = c(P), P ¢ M, the function c(P) is constant in M if
dim M > 8.

Let X and Y be two mutually orthogonal unit tangent vectors of (M, g, V)
at a point P. If (M, g, V) is of constant Q-sectional curvature ¢, then by (5.14)
we obtain

(X,Y) = %c[l + 3 (cos* @ + cos® § + cos’ )],

where cos« = g(FX,Y), cos 8 = g(GX,Y), cosy = g(HX, Y). Thus we have
the inequality 0 < cos®* @ + cos? 8 + cos’y < 1, where the first equality holds
if and only if ¥ ¢ Q(X), and the second equality holds if and only if Y ¢ Q+(X).
Therefore we arrive at (see [6])
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Theorem 5.5. Denote by K a general sectional curvature of a quaternion
Kahlerian manifold of constant Q-sectional curvature ¢ (¢ #+ Q). Then

le<K<Lc forc>0, and tc>K>c forc<O0.

If we denote by A,,7* the components of the the tensor field 4 defined by
(1.6) and put Ay, = A4,°8:,8s4, then (5.14) reduces to

Kkjih = %c(gkhgji — 8n8ki + Akh]‘z‘ - Ajhki - 2Akjih) .

Since /A = 0, we get V,Ky;,, = 0. Thus a quaternion Kahlerian manifold of
constant Q-sectional curvature is locally symmetric.
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