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Abstract: Ro-FSO systems have previously relied on the intensity, wavelength and polarization 

for multiplexing data streams in order to increase to the signal quality and to increase the 

achievable link range.  This work leverages on optical space division multiplexing by using novel 

three-core PCF mode group multiplexer and hexagonal mid-gapped tiered PCF mode group 

equalizers for improving the signal quality and increasing the achievable link range in a rural 

environment. At the transmitter, a three-core PCF mode group demultiplexer converts the 

fundamental mode into three distinct mode groups used as carriers for independent transmission of 

three radio frequency signals.  At the receiver, the three PCF successfully equalizes the power 

from the received signal, with the channel impulse responses showing an improvement in the 

signal quality. An increment between 13.6% and 31.1% in the achievable link range for all 

channels is evident under medium and heavy fog conditions at the same bit error rate level, using 

the designed PCF mode group multiplexers and equalizers. 

Keywords:  radio over free space optics, space division multiplexing, multiple-input-multiple-

output, photonic crystal fiber, mode multiplexer, digital divide 

 

1. Introduction 

The upcoming fifth generation (5G) and sixth generation (6G) communications systems are 

expected to be game changers for automotive, healthcare, manufacturing, data analytics, disaster 

management, utilities monitoring, augmented/virtual reality services [1-3]. Next generation smart 

communication systems are expected to connect people, smartphones, sensors devices for 

transporting an enormous amount of data more rapidly and reliably.   It is projected that by the 

year 2025, there will be 75 billion Internet of Things (IoT) devices and sensors which require real-

time data streaming [4].  The annual mobile data traffic is expected to grow three-fold from 2017 

to the end of 2022 from these smart services [5].  
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Inevitably, microwave spectrum bands below 6 GHz utilized by legacy wireless systems 

are growing increasingly congested and licensing is expensive.  To extend the coverage to larger 

areas, wired connections based on optical fibers have been used for higher bandwidth gains but at 

a high deployment cost and without the capacity for reconfiguration. On the other hand, the 

introduction of wireless connectivity at optical frequencies offers high data capacities, while 

allowing rapid and dynamic deployment.  Free space optics (FSO) technology may be used as an 

alternative to optical fiber for backhaul connectivity [6-8].  The key advantages of FSO are 

reconfigurability, unlicensed spectrum, high transmission rates, inherent security and 

insusceptibility to electromagnetic interference [9, 10].  

 

Radio over free space technology (Ro-FSO) may be deployed to extend high-speed 

network connectivity to underserved areas and geographical terrains where optical fiber 

installations may not be viable [11, 12].  Ro-FSO provides a high-bandwidth, cost-effective and 

flexible solution for resolving the spectrum crisis for evolution towards 5G [13, 14].  There is 

currently a large disparity between urban and rural communities in Internet access, especially in 

developing countries. The need to bridge this digital gap is necessary for the development of the 

digital economy of developing countries  [15, 16].   Studies have shown that the rural communities 

in developing countries, such as Malaysia lack the infrastructure for affordable high-speed Internet 

access [16-18]. Rural communities also lack knowledge and skills in information communications 

technology (ICT), which contributes to digital divide [19, 20].  Digitization through the provision 

of high-speed low cost Internet services based on Ro-FSO is a powerful agent of change.  FSO 

networks would potentially enable rural communities to access the wealth of online material and 

spur the creation of new digital start-ups, which contributes towards the development and 

sustainability of the digital economy of developing countries.   

 

Nevertheless, the main challenge for Ro-FSO systems is the performance degradation due 

to low visibility and turbulence, as optical are not capable of penetrating structures and other 

obstacles [9, 10, 21, 22].  Space division multiplexing (SDM) is a recent spatial diversity strategy 

transpired by utilizing different eigenmodes in optical fiber as independent channels to create 

multiple-input-multiple-output systems [22-27].  SDM enables the provision of multiple links 

during harsh weather conditions in case of failure of any of the links and increases the achievable 

link distance [28-34].   

 

The paper is organized as follows.  Section 2 provides a literature review on previous 

work on SDM for improving the signal quality and increasing the transmission link, and the design 

of PCFs for SDM.  Section 3 highlights the novelty of our work and its impact. Section 4 discusses 

the novel design of the three-core PCF mode group multiplexer and hexagonal mid-gapped tiered 

PCF mode group equalizers for increasing the achievable link range of a Ro-FSO system. Section 

5 compares the signal quality and achievable distance of the Ro-FSO transmission, prior to and 

after the incorporation of the novel PCF mode group multiplexers and equalizers, in terms of the 

intensity distribution, channel impulse response versus normalized effective index, eye diagrams 

and achievable distance for all channels. 

 

 

2. Related Work 

The role of SDM has recently been extended from optical fiber networks to FSO networks. In [35], 

researchers have modulated information over FSO transmission link of 143km by multiplexing of 

ℓ= ±1, ±2 and ±3 orbital angular momentum (OAM) modes at various relative phases to connect 
two islands. In [36], SDM in conjunction with polarization division multiplexing (PDM) was 

adopted for experimental transmission of 1.44 Tbps data over FSO link of 1.8m using 24 OAM 

modes. In another experiment [37], two OAM modes (ℓ=±3) were used in transmitting 40Gbps 16 
QAM data over FSO link of 260m. In [38], 400 Gbps data is experimentally transmitted over a 

120-meter FSO link using four OAM beams       and      , each carrying 100Gbps data, with 

the aid of two reflective spatial light modulators (SLMs). Another experiment [39] reported the 

transmission of 200 Gbps data over a 1-meter FSO link using two SLM-generated Laguerre–
Gaussian (LG) beams with different radial indexes     and     at a fixed azimuthal index      SDM was realized in a 50km-long FSO system in [40] through spiral-phased LG and 

Hermite–Gaussian (HG) modes to realize an aggregate data rate of 80 Gbps at 160 GHz for 
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OFDM signals. In [41], three 40 GHz signals are optically modulated at 20 Gbps and transported 

over a 50km-long FSO link  in a OFDM-SDM  system using three HG modes, HG 00, HG 01 and 

HG 02.  [28] reported on the design of two spiral-phased HG modes for transmission of 2.5Gbps 

10GHz radio signals each in a Ro-FSO system under the impact of beam divergence and 

atmospheric turbulence. In [42], a mode filtering technique using a single mode fiber was 

experimentally and theoretically shown to mitigate modal effects of a radio-over-fiber-FSO system 

and improved the system bandwidth by 2 GHz.  

 

Various PCF designs have been explored for mode excitation in SDM systems, largely 

used in optical fiber systems. In [43], authors demonstrated 100 Gbps data transmission over 1.15 

km of low loss photonic band gap fiber  (PBGF) and 1 km of solid core fiber.  In [44], a six-mode 

nineteen-core fiber was designed for  an ultra-dense quadrature phase shift keying system based on 

space, wavelength and phase multiplexing at 2.05 Pbit/s with a spectral efficiency of 456 bit/s/Hz 

for a distance of 9.8 km. In another work [45], a PCF was designed to minimize dispersion in an 

optical fiber communication systems with potential sensor applications. In [46], the authors 

designed a mode selective coupler based on dual core PCF for mode conversion between LP 01 

and LP 11 modes. In  [29, 47], solid core PCFs are designed as mode converters for excitation of 

LG modes. Recently [48], authors fabricated polarization beam splitters based on dual core PCF 

with magnetic fluids in air holes, which allows the proportion of polarization modes to be adjusted 

by controlling the magnetic field strength.  In another work, a long-period fiber grating mode 

converter based on a two-mode polarization-maintaining PCF was fabricated [49] to convert 

between LP01 modes and LP11 modes and separate the linearly polarized LP11 output modes at 

different wavelengths. In [50], an analysis on a 4-moded PCF is performed to investigate the effect 

of hole diameters and  the separation between them.  In [51], a circular PCF with a defect in the 

first layer was designed numerically and shown to support 14 OAM modes with low confinement 

loss at around 1.55μm.  In [52, 53], fiber amplifiers with erbium-doped rings within a PCF 

structure were been designed to equalize the gain of different modes in an OAM SDM system. In 

[54], a multiplexing coupler is designed using a five-core microstructure optical fiber to 

demultiplex LP11, LP21, LP02 and LP01 modes simultaneously at 1550nm. In [55], a dual-core PCF 

mode demultiplexer was designed for mode generation and equalization. 

 

 

3. Novelty 

To augment the capacity of Ro-FSO systems, various modulation and multiplexing schemes have 

been investigated, largely based on intensity, wavelength and polarization.  Despite recent SDM 

initiatives in Ro-FSO systems, the application of PCF mode multiplexers and equalizers in Ro-

FSO systems remains largely untapped. The contribution of this work is to increase the signal 

quality and achievable distance of a Ro-FSO system with the intricate design of novel three-core 

PCF mode and hexagonal mid-gapped tiered PCF mode group equalizers for generating thee 

independent mode groups as data carriers.  For equalizing the modal power between mode groups, 

tiering gaps were used instead of doping rings to minimize the differences in mode power.  In 

addition, while most previous mode converters enabled the conversion of a single mode into 

another single mode, in this work, we considered the conversion of the fundamental mode to three 

mode groups of relatively wider effective indices so that they are less susceptible to power 

coupling from weather fluctuations than individual modes. Ro-FSO provides a high-bandwidth, 

cost-effective and flexible solution for the evolution towards next generation communication 

systems, particularly for rural connectivity in developing countries 
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4. System Design 

The architecture for the proposed Ro-FSO system is illustrated in Fig. 1. The central office is 

connected to the base station through a 2km FSO link.  The base station is connected to several 

gateways, which are mounted on a tall structure in a rural area.  The Ro-FSO system comprises 

three segments: (i) radio links from houses to gateways in a rural area  (ii) Ro-FSO links from the 

gateways to base station using individual mode groups for each channel   (iii) SDM Ro-FSO links 

from base station to central office combining three mode groups. The Ro-FSO system is developed 

to aggregate/demultiplex data signals on radio frequencies from houses in a rural area onto/from 

an optical mode group and to allow spatial diversity through three mode group links using SDM in 

case of link failure. The application of a PCF multiplexer/demultiplexer for SDM presents a 

potential alternative to WDM for point-to-mutipoint access, thus provides a means for mitigating 

spectrum shortage in the low gigahertz range in rural areas. The small size and weight of these 

PCFs are attractive features for SDM-based compact transceivers at the base station for wireless 

Ro-FSO systems.   

Fig.2 shows a schematic diagram of the PCF mode group multiplexer and equalizers used 

in the Ro-FSO system.  Mode group multiplexer/demultiplexer PCF A and mode group equalizers 

PCFs B, C and D are designed using the finite element method at a wavelength of 1550 nm with 

the condition of perfect matched layer.  The parameters for the PCFs are given in Table 1.  The 

channel is modelled in MATLAB.   

 

 The refractive index profile of PCF A is given in Fig. 3. The three larger cores at the 

center have a higher refractive index than the surrounding smaller cores in order to reduce inter-

mode group crosstalk. PCF A is designed such that all three channels have approximately equal 

power distribution at the output.  Mode coupling is described by [56]: 

( ) ( )m
mn n mn

n m

dA
j K A z exp j z

dz




                              (1) 

 

Fig. 1.  SDM Ro-FSO system architecture for rural connectivity 
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where An is the modal amplitude in core n, z is the propagation direction, Kmn is the mode group 

coupling coefficient from core n to core m, mn=m - n  is the propagation constant difference, 

where m and n are the propagation constants of mode groups in core m and core n respectively.   

  

Different mode groups are excited by controlling the PCF length, which is given by: 

 

 
2( )

even odd even odd

l
n n

 
 

 
 

  (2) 

where even and odd are the propagating constants of even and odd modes respectively; neven  

and nodd are the corresponding effective refractive indices respectively. By adjusting the refractive 

index profile and length of the PCF, the power may be coupled into distinct mode groups.   From 

Fig. 4, in PCF A, the power in each mode group increases oscillatorily with length until 32.1%, 

33% and 30.6% of the input power are coupled into the first, second and third mode groups 

respectively at a length of 200 m.  The insertion loss is 1% and the remainder of the power is lost 

to evanescent modes.  

Fig. 5 depicts the channel impulse response versus normalized effective index of mode 

groups at output of three-core PCF A, computed using the overlap integral between the transverse 

electric field from the relevant channel, Ech with the effective transverse electric field of each 

mode group, Emg: 

Fig. 2.     SDM in Ro-FSO system based on selective mode group excitation using PCFs   

 

 

Fig. 3.     Refractive index profile of dual-core PCF A at transmitter 
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2

22*( , ) ( , ) ( , ) . ( , )ch mg ch mgx y x y dx dy x y dx dy x y dx dy    E e E e      (3) 

The effective indices in Fig. 5 have been subtracted with respect to the average effective index of 

the mode groups in consideration, nbar so that the graph is centered at neff – nbar.  The effective 

indices for each channel are 1.5, 1.4 and 1.3.  The channel impulse response illustrates that the 

power between the three output modes are divided to an approximately equal distribution at the 

transmitter across the three channels. 

 

For uplink transmission, at the base station, a continuous wave light wave is generated by 

a distributed feedback laser at 1550 nm at the fundamental mode and split into three mode groups 

by PCF A as a mode group demultiplexer.  Three independent pseudorandom non-return-to-zero 

baseband signals are generated at 30 MHz to emulate radio signals from rural houses, which are 

converted into passband signals at 2.6 GHz at the gateways. The passband signals are used to 

modulate the optical beams from the PCF A-generated mode groups at 1550nm using a Mach-

Zehnder modulator at 10Gbps.  At the base station, the output of the modulator is amplified by an 

erbium-doped fiber amplifier and the signals are transmitted based on SDM over a free space 

channel of 2km in length to the central office. 

 

The FSO link is described as [57]:  

          
2

/10

2
10

( )

RR
R T

T

d
P P

d R







          (4) 

where PT is the transmitted power, PR is the received power,     is the receiver aperture diameter,    is the transmitter aperture diameter,   is the beam divergence and R is the FSO range,   is the 

atmospheric attenuation. 

 

The FSO channel and radio channel are modeled by the generalized Malaga (M) and η - μ 
distributions respectively.  The atmospheric attenuation,  is assumed to be 0.11dB/km for clear 

weather, 9dB/km for light fog, 15dB/km for thin fog and 21dB/km for heavy fog, based on 

Malaysian weather conditions [58-60]. The probability of a given intensity is given by [61]: 

 

 

TABLE  I    PCF PARAMETERS 

Parameters PCF A PCF B PCF C PCF D 

Diameter of large rods, b (m) 3.2 - - - 

Diameter of small rods, d (m) 0.95 1.22 1.22 1.22 

Distance between small rods, (m) 0.72 0.72 0.72 0.72 

Ratio of distance between rods to rod 

diameter, /d 

0.758 0.590 0.590 0.590 

Background index 1.46 1.5 1.4 1.4 

Length (m) 200 40 40 40 
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    (5) 

where -1 and -1 are variances of small and large scale eddies respectively,  is the gamma 

function and K is the modified Bessel function of the second kind. The Rytov variance is 

assumed for atmospheric scintillations [61], where the refraction structure parameter,     values of 

10-17 m-2/3,10-15 m-2/3, 10-13 m-2/3 represent weak, moderate and strong turbulence respectively. The 

fluctuation in the refractive index structure causes the power from the transmitted mode groups to 

scatter into various other mode groups.     

 

 

Fig. 5.    Channel impulse response versus normalized effective index of three-core PCF A at output 

  

 

Fig. 4.    Power coupling for three mode groups versus length in PCF A  
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For downlink transmission, the signals from the central office to the base station are 

transmitted using optical SDM.  At the base station, the optical SDM-ed signals are then 

demultiplexed into optical mode groups.  Each optical mode group is directed to a specific 

gateway in a rural area.  To avoid power loss in mode converters, retrieval of mode groups is 

performed in two stages.  In the first stage, the number of output modes should be larger than the 

number of input modes to alleviate transition into unavailable modes [62]. Thus, following the free 

space channel, PCF A as a mode group demultiplexer is designed such that the number of output 

mode groups exceeds the number of input mode groups. Then in the second stage, in order to 

select only the relevant mode groups in that channel, PCFs B, C and D perform to inverse the 

channel matrix, in order to offset mode coupling in the channel, so that the  original mode groups 

for each channel may be recovered.  Fig. 6 depicts the refractive index profiles of PCFs B, C and 

D.   

 

At the gateway, photodiodes convert the optical signals to electrical signals and low pass 

filtered.  The signal is then down converted to 30 MHz using a local oscillator running at the same 

frequency of 2.6 GHz as in the transmitter and delivered to respective houses in the rural area. 

 

 

 

5. Results 

After propagation through the free-space channel, the intensity distributions at the receiver are 

shown in Fig. 7.  The speckles indicate optical intensity fluctuations and fading caused by the 

random variation of the air refractive index.  For a quantitative analysis of Fig. 7, the channel 

impulse response versus normalized effective index are shown in Fig. 8 for Channels 1 to 3, taken 

immediately after the free-space channel. The effective indices in Fig. 8 have been subtracted from 

the average effective index, nbar so that the graph is centered at neff – nbar The channel impulse 

response plots for all channels reveal that the power from the transmitted mode group is found to 

couple into other mode groups with different effective indices.  The power is distributed across 

several mode groups with the dominant group receiving approximately only 62% of the input 

power for all channels.  Thus, the power is unequal across mode groups prior to power modal 

equalization. 

 

Fig. 6.     Cross section of refractive index profile for PCFs at the receiver for compensation of mode coupling: (a) 

PCF B for Channel 1  (b) PCF C for Channel 2     (c)  PCF D for Channel 3 
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Fig. 8. Channel impulse response versus normalized effective index after FSO link before PCF modal equalization 

for:  (a) Channel 1   (b) Channel 2   (c) Channel 3  

 

  

 

Fig. 7. Intensity distribution at the receiver prior to PCF equalizers: (a) Channel 1   (b) Channel 2   (c)  Channel 3 
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  Fig. 9 shows the intensity distributions at the receiver after the PCF equalizers, which 
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shows a reduction of speckles compared to in Fig. 7 and that three distinct mode groups are 
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achieved after power modal equalization.   For a quantitative analysis of Fig. 9, the channel 

 

Fig. 10.  Channel impulse response versus normalized effective index after PCF modal equalization for:  

(a) Channel 1  (b) Channel 2  (c) Channel 3   
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impulse response versus effective index is shown in Fig. 10, computed after PCF mode 

equalization at the receiver for all channels.  It is observed that for each channel, a significant 

portion of the received power falls into a mode group of a unique effective index, thus indicating 

that channel crosstalk is reduced. A high portion of the received optical power is coupled into the 

same dominant mode at the transmitter, at   88.4%, 85.0% and 88.3% at output of PCF B for 

Channel 1, PCF C for Channel 2 and PCF D for Channel 3. This is in contrast to only 62% of the 

received optical power being coupled into same dominant mode prior to PCF modal equalization, 

thus showing 23% to 26.4% improvement in power coupling into the dominant mode after modal 

power compensation by the PCF. 

 

The eye diagrams presented in Fig. 11 indicate that the insertion of the solid-core PCFs 

widens the eye openings for all channels, indicating that the PCFs at the receiver have 

compensated for the atmospheric turbulence by redistributing the power into desired modes while 

 

Fig. 11  Eye diagrams under medium fog conditions pre-compensation and post-compensation by PCF at the receiver at 

2000 m for:  (a) Channel 1   (b) Channel 2      (c) Channel 3 
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suppressing the power into higher order modes.   This addresses the loss of information coupled 

into undesirable modes. 

 

 

 

 

 

The designed system offers better achievable link distance following the compensation of 

mode coupling effects from the PCFs at the receiver, more strongly for medium and heavy fog 

conditions, as shown in Fig. 12. For Channel 1, for a BER of 1x10-12, under medium fog condition, 

the link range is increased from 1250 m to 1420 m; and under heavy fog, the link range is 

increased from 495 m to 650 m, after insertion of PCF B. For Channel 2, for a BER of 1x10-15, 

under medium fog condition, the link range is increased from 1310 m to 1600 m; and under heavy 

fog, the link range is increased from 720 m to 890 m, after insertion of PCF C.  For Channel 3, for 

a BER of 1x10-15, under medium fog condition, the link range is increased from 1520 m to 1900 

m; and under heavy fog, the link range is increased from 740 m to 930 m, after insertion of PCF D. 
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Thus, for Channel 1, there is an increment of 13.6% and 31.1% in the achievable link 

range under medium and heavy fog conditions respectively.  For Channel 2, there is an 

improvement of   22.1% and 23.6% in the achievable link range under medium and heavy fog 

conditions respectively.   Meanwhile, for Channel 3, there is an improvement of 25% and 25.7% in 

the achievable link range under medium and heavy fog conditions respectively.   The results show 

that the effects of the PCFs are more pronounced under heavy fog. 

 

 

6. Conclusion 

The wireless Ro-FSO system using novel three-core PCF mode multiplexer at the transmitter 

successfully decomposes the fundamental mode into three distinct mode groups with effective 

indices of 1.5, 1.4 and 1.3 respectively, for the transmission of three independent 2.5Gbps 

 

Fig. 12. BER under light, medium and heavy fog conditions for: (a) Channel 1 (b) Channel 2 (c) Channel 3.  Solid line 

are for pre-compensation, dotted line plots are for post-compensation by PCF respectively  
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channels in a 2km-long Ro-FSO system, and demultiplexes the signal into three independent 

channels after the free space link. Channel impulse responses, eye diagrams and BER plots have 

demonstrated that the novel PCF mode group equalizers system improve the signal quality and the 

transmission distance of a Ro-FSO system. The PCF mode group equalizers successfully increase 

the received power in the dominant mode by 40%, with an increment between 13.6% and 31.1% in 

the achievable link range for all channels under medium and heavy fog conditions at the same bit 

error rate.   

The proposed SDM-based wireless Ro-FSO system based on the PCF mode group multiplexer and 

equalizer is an initiative for potentially bridging the digital divide in rural areas.   

 

Acknowledgements 

This research was supported by Sunway University through Research Grant GRTIN-RSF-SST-

DCIS-01-2020 and the Ministry of Higher Education of Malaysia through the Fundamental 

Research Grant Scheme (FRGS).  The first author conveys her gratitude to professors at the 

Research Laboratory of Electronics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology for their valuable 

technical insights and acknowledges the Fulbright Award by the United States Department of 

States.   

 

 

References 

[1] L. Quinn, "The Evolving 5G Landscape," in Smart Cities in Application: Healthcare, Policy, and Innovation, S. 

McClellan, Ed. Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2020, pp. 121-139. 

[2] H. Ullah, N. G. Nair, A. Moore, C. Nugent, P. Muschamp, and M. Cuevas, "5G Communication: An Overview of 

Vehicle-to-Everything, Drones, and Healthcare Use-Cases," IEEE Access, vol. 7, pp. 37251-37268, 2019. 

[3] Z. Zhang et al., "6G Wireless Networks: Vision, Requirements, Architecture, and Key Technologies," IEEE 

Vehicular Technology Magazine, vol. 14, no. 3, pp. 28-41, 2019. 

[4] "Internet of Things - number of connected devices worldwide 2015-2025," Statista Research Department2019. 

[5] A. de la Fuente, R. P. Leal, and A. G. Armada, "New Technologies and Trends for Next Generation Mobile 

Broadcasting Services," IEEE Communications Magazine, vol. 54, no. 11, pp. 217-223, 2016. 

[6] K. H. Shakthi Murugan and M. Sumathi, "Design and Analysis of 5G Optical Communication System for Various 

Filtering Operations using Wireless Optical Transmission," Results in Physics, vol. 12, pp. 460-468, 2019/03/01/ 

2019. 

[7] G. G. Soni, A. Tripathi, A. Mandloi, and S. Gupta, "Compensating rain induced impairments in terrestrial FSO links 

using aperture averaging and receiver diversity," Optical and Quantum Electronics, vol. 51, no. 7, p. 244, 

2019/07/08 2019. 

[8] M. Alzenad, M. Z. Shakir, H. Yanikomeroglu, and M. Alouini, "FSO-Based Vertical Backhaul/Fronthaul Framework 

for 5G+ Wireless Networks," IEEE Communications Magazine, vol. 56, no. 1, pp. 218-224, 2018. 

[9] M. Z. Chowdhury, M. Shahjalal, M. K. Hasan, and Y. M. Jang, "The Role of Optical Wireless Communication 

Technologies in 5G/6G and IoT Solutions: Prospects, Directions, and Challenges," vol. 9, no. 20, p. 4367, 2019. 

[10] A. K. Majumdar, Advanced Free Space Optics (FSO): A Systems Approach. Springer, 2014. 

[11] Payal and S. Kumar, "Free-Space Optics: A Shifting Paradigm in Optical Communication Systems in Difficult 

Terrains," in First International Conference on Sustainable Technologies for Computational Intelligence, 

Singapore, 2020, pp. 537-550: Springer Singapore. 

[12] K. W. K. Kazaura, M. Matsumoto, T. Higashino, K. Tsukamoto, and S. Komak, "RoFSO: a universal platform for 

convergence of fiber and free-space optical communication networks," IEEE Communications Magazine, vol. 38, 

pp. 130-137, 2010. 

[13] K. Mallick, P. Mandal, R. Mukherjee, G. C. Mandal, B. Das, and A. S. Patra, "Generation of 40 GHz/80 GHz OFDM 

based MMW source and the OFDM-FSO transport system based on special fine tracking technology," Optical 

Fiber Technology, vol. 54, p. 102130, 2020/01/01/ 2020. 

[14] B. B. Yousif, E. E. Elsayed, and M. M. Alzalabani, "Atmospheric turbulence mitigation using spatial mode 

multiplexing and modified pulse position modulation in hybrid RF/FSO orbital-angular-momentum multiplexed 

based on MIMO wireless communications system," Optics Communications, vol. 436, pp. 197-208, 2019/04/01/ 

2019. 

[15] H. Zbigniew, "Digital or Information Divide: A New Dimension of Social Stratification," in Returning to 

Interpersonal Dialogue and Understanding Human Communication in the Digital AgeHershey, PA, USA: IGI 

Global, 2019, pp. 25-46. 

[16] L. Philip and F. Williams, "Remote rural home based businesses and digital inequalities: Understanding needs 

and expectations in a digitally underserved community," Journal of Rural Studies, vol. 68, pp. 306-318, 

2019/05/01/ 2019. 

[17] "Facts and Figures, 3Q 2019," in "Pocket Book of Statistics," Malaysian Communications and Multimedia 

Commission;2019. 



A
uth

or 
ac

ce
pte

d m
an

usc
ri
pt

AUTHOR ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

© 2020 Springer Science+Business Media, LLC, part of Springer Nature. 17 

[18] "2018 Universal Service Provision Annual Report," Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission, 

Malaysia2018. 

[19] H. S and S. H, "Factors influencing the rural students' acceptance of using ICT for educational purposes," 

Kasetsart Journal of Social Sciences, vol. 40, no. 3, pp. 574-579, 2019. 

[20] C. D. Wan, M. Sirat, and D. A. Razak, "Education in Malaysia Towards a Developed Nation," ISEAS Yusof Ishak 

Institute2018. 

[21] M. Khalid et al., "4-Port MIMO Antenna with Defected Ground Structure for 5G Millimeter Wave Applications," 

vol. 9, no. 1, p. 71, 2020. 

[22] H. Haas, E. Sarbazi, H. Marshoud, and J. Fakidis, "Chapter 11 - Visible-light communications and light fidelity," in 

Optical Fiber Telecommunications VII, A. E. Willner, Ed.: Academic Press, 2020, pp. 443-493. 

[23] A. Amphawan, Y. Fazea, and M. Elshaikh, "Space Division Multiplexing in Multimode Fiber for Channel Diversity 

in Data Communications," in Adv. Comp. and Commun. Eng. Technol., A. H. Sulaiman, A. M. Othman, I. M. F. 

Othman, A. Y. Rahim, and C. N. Pee, Eds. Cham: Springer, 2016, pp. 355-363. 

[24] L. Zhang, J. Chen, E. Agrell, R. Lin, and L. Wosinska, "Enabling Technologies for Optical Data Center Networks: 

Spatial Division Multiplexing," Journal of Lightwave Technology, vol. 38, no. 1, pp. 18-30, 2020/01/01 2020. 

[25] A. Amphawan and Y. Fazea, "Laguerre-Gaussian mode division multiplexing in multimode fiber using SLMs in 

VCSEL arrays," Journal of the European Optical Society-Rapid Publications, journal article vol. 12, no. 1, p. 12, 

2016. 

[26] Y. Fazea and A. Amphawan, "40Gbit/s MDM-WDM Laguerre-Gaussian Mode with Equalization for Multimode 

Fiber in Access Networks," in Journal of Optical Communications vol. 39, ed, 2018, p. 175. 

[27] T. Masunda, A. Amphawan, and A. Al-dawoodi, "Effect of decision feedback equalizer taps on 3×6- channel 

mode-wavelength division multiplexing system performance in multimode fiber," EPJ Web Conf., vol. 162, p. 

01012, 2017. 

[28] S. Chaudhary and A. Amphawan, "High-speed MDM-Ro-FSO system by incorporating spiral-phased Hermite 

Gaussian modes," Photonic Network Communications, journal article vol. 35, no. 3, pp. 374-380, June 01 2018. 

[29] S. Chaudhary and A. Amphawan, "Selective excitation of LG 00, LG 01, and LG 02 modes by a solid core PCF 

based mode selector in MDM-Ro-FSO transmission systems," Laser Physics, vol. 28, no. 7, p. 075106, 

2018/05/25 2018. 

[30] S. Chaudhary and A. Amphawan, "Optimization of AMI-MDM-RoFSO under atmospheric turbulence," EPJ Web 

Conf., vol. 162, p. 01020, 2017. 

[31] A. Amphawan, A. Ghazi, and A. Al-dawoodi, "Free-space optics mode-wavelength division multiplexing system 

using LG modes based on decision feedback equalization," EPJ Web Conf., vol. 162, p. 01009, 2017. 

[32] A. E. A. Farghal, "On the performance of OCDMA/SDM PON based on FSO under atmospheric turbulence and 

pointing errors," Optics & Laser Technology, vol. 114, pp. 196-203, 2019/06/01/ 2019. 

[33] R. Zhang et al., "Alignment Monitor for Free-Space Optical Links in the Presence of Turbulence using the Beating 

of Opposite-Order Orbital-Angular-Momentum Beams on Two Different Wavelengths," in 2020 Optical Fiber 

Communications Conference and Exhibition (OFC), 2020, pp. 1-3. 

[34] A. Amphawan, S. Chaudhary, and T.-K. Neo, "Hermite-Gaussian Mode Division Multiplexing for Free-Space 

Optical Interconnects," Advanced Science Letters, vol. 21, no. 10, pp. 3050-3053, // 2015. 

[35] M. Krenn et al., "Twisted Light Transmission over 143 kilometers," arXiv preprint arXiv:1606.01811, 2016. 

[36] Y. Zhu, K. Zou, Z. Zheng, and F. Zhang, "1 &#x03BB; &#x00D7; 1.44 Tb/s free-space IM-DD transmission 

employing OAM multiplexing and PDM," Optics Express, vol. 24, no. 4, pp. 3967-3980, 2016/02/22 2016. 

[37] Y. Zhao et al., "Experimental Demonstration of 260-meter Security Free-Space Optical Data Transmission Using 

16-QAM Carrying Orbital Angular Momentum (OAM) Beams Multiplexing," in Optical Fiber Communication 

Conference, 2016, p. Th1H. 3: Optical Society of America. 

[38] Y. Ren et al., "Experimental characterization of a 400 Gbit/s orbital angular momentum multiplexed free-space 

optical link over 120 m," Optics letters, vol. 41, no. 3, pp. 622-625, 2016. 

[39] G. Xie et al., "Experimental demonstration of a 200-Gbit/s free-space optical link by multiplexing Laguerre–
Gaussian beams with different radial indices," Optics Letters, vol. 41, no. 15, pp. 3447-3450, 2016/08/01 2016. 

[40] S. Chaudhary and A. Amphawan, "High-speed millimeter communication through radio-over-free-space-optics 

network by mode-division multiplexing," Optical Eng., vol. 56, pp. 1-7, 2017. 

[41] A. Amphawan, S. Chaudhary, and B. B. Gupta, "Secure MDM-OFDM-Ro-FSO System Using HG Modes," 

International Journal of Sensors Wireless Communications and Control, vol. 5, no. 1, pp. 13-18, // 2015. 

[42] H. K. Al-Musawi et al., "Adaptation of Mode Filtering Technique in 4G-LTE Hybrid RoMMF-FSO for Last-Mile 

Access Network," Journal of Lightwave Technology, vol. 35, no. 17, pp. 3758-3764, 2017. 

[43] H. Zhang et al., "100 Gbit/s WDM transmission at 2 µm: transmission studies in both low-loss hollow core 

photonic bandgap fiber and solid core fiber," Optics express, vol. 23, no. 4, pp. 4946-4951, 2015. 

[44] K. Igarashi et al., "Ultra-dense spatial-division-multiplexed optical fiber transmission over 6-mode 19-core 

fibers," Optics Express, vol. 24, no. 10, pp. 10213-10231, 2016/05/16 2016. 

[45] P. Kumar, A. K. Meher, S. Acharya, and P. S. Mund, "Novel design of PCF with zero dispersion with high 

birefringence," in Electronics and Communication Systems (ICECS), 2015 2nd International Conference on, 2015, 

pp. 1075-1077: IEEE. 

[46] E. E. R. Vera, J. E. U. Restrepo, N. E. G. Cardona, and M. Varón, "Mode selective coupler based in a dual-core 

photonic crystal fiber with non-identical cores for spatial mode conversion," in Latin America Optics and 

Photonics Conference, 2016, p. LTu3C. 1: Optical Society of America. 

[47] S. Chaudhary and A. Amphawan, "Solid core PCF-based mode selector for MDM-Ro-FSO transmission systems," 

Photonic Network Communications, vol. 36, no. 2, pp. 263-271, 2018/10/01 2018. 

[48] J. Wang et al., "A Tunable Polarization Beam Splitter Based on Magnetic Fluids-Filled Dual-Core Photonic Crystal 

Fiber," IEEE Photonics Journal, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 1-10, 2017. 

[49] X. Zhang, Y. Liu, Z. Wang, J. Yu, and H. Zhang, "LP01-LP11a mode converters based on long-period fiber gratings 

in a two-mode polarization-maintaining photonic crystal fiber," Optics Express, vol. 26, no. 6, pp. 7013-7021, 

2018/03/19 2018. 



A
uth

or 
ac

ce
pte

d m
an

usc
ri
pt

AUTHOR ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

© 2020 Springer Science+Business Media, LLC, part of Springer Nature. 18 

[50] T. Masunda, A. Amphawan, S. Alshwani, and A. Aldawoodi, "Modal Properties of a Varied High Indexed Large 

Core 4-Mode Photonic Crystal Fiber," presented at the 2018 IEEE 7th International Conference on Photonics 

(ICP), Langkawi, 9-11 April 2018, 2018.  

[51] H. Zhang, W. Zhang, L. Xi, X. Tang, X. Zhang, and X. Zhang, "A New Type Circular Photonic Crystal Fiber for Orbital 

Angular Momentum Mode Transmission," IEEE Photonics Technology Letters, vol. 28, no. 13, pp. 1426-1429, 

2016. 

[52] D. Han, H. Zhang, L. Xi, X. Zhang, W. Zhang, and X. Tang, "Two-layer Erbium Doped Annular Photonic Crystal 

Fiber Amplifier for Orbital Angular Momentum Multiplexing System," in 2018 Asia Communications and 

Photonics Conference (ACP), 2018, pp. 1-3. 

[53] Y. Deng et al., "Erbium-doped amplification in circular photonic crystal fiber supporting orbital angular 

momentum modes," Applied Optics, vol. 56, no. 6, pp. 1748-1752, 2017/02/20 2017. 

[54] H. Zhang, Y. Liu, Z. Wang, Y. Han, K. Yang, and J. Yu, "Mode division multiplexing coupler of four LP modes based 

on a five-core microstructured optical fiber," Optics Communications, vol. 410, pp. 496-503, 2018/03/01/ 2018. 

[55] A. Amphawan, S. Chaudhary, Z. Ghassemlooy, and T.-K. J. O. C. Neo, "2× 2-channel mode-wavelength division 

multiplexing in Ro-FSO system with PCF mode group demultiplexers and equalizers," vol. 467, p. 125539, 2020. 

[56] M. Koshiba, K. Saitoh, K. Takenaga, and S. Matsuo, "Multi-core fiber design and analysis: coupled-mode theory 

and coupled-power theory," Optics Express, vol. 19, no. 26, pp. B102-B111, 2011/12/12 2011. 

[57] A. Ghatak and K. Thyagarajan, An Introduction to Fiber Optics. Cambridge University Press, 1998. 

[58] I. I. Kim, B. McArthur, and E. J. Korevaar, "Comparison of laser beam propagation at 785 nm and 1550 nm in fog 

and haze for optical wireless communications," in Information Technologies 2000, 2001, pp. 26-37: International 

Society for Optics and Photonics. 

[59] A. K. Majumdar, "Free-space laser communication performance in the atmospheric channel," Journal of Optical 

and Fiber Communications Reports, vol. 2, no. 4, pp. 345-396, 2005. 

[60] S. N. Zainurin et al., "A study on Malaysia atmospheric effect on radio over free space optic through radio 

frequency signal and light propagation in fiber for future communication development," vol. 2203, no. 1, p. 

020018, 2020. 

[61] L. C. Andrews, R. L. Phillips, and C. Y. Young, Laser Beam Scintillation with Applications. SPIE, 2001. 

[62] N. K. Fontaine, R. Ryf, J. Bland-Hawthorn, and S. G. Leon-Saval, "Geometric requirements for photonic lanterns 

in space division multiplexing," Optics Express, vol. 20, no. 24, pp. 27123-27132, 2012/11/19 2012. 

 

 

 

Angela Amphawan holds a PhD in optical communications engineering 

from University of Oxford, United Kingdom.  She is currently Director of 

Lightwave Research Laboratory at Sunway University.  Prior to that, she 

was Deputy Vice Chancellor of University Malaysia of Computer 

Science and Engineering (UNIMY) and Director of the Optical 

Technology Research Laboratory at Universiti Utara Malaysia.  

She was a recipient of the Fulbright Award at the Research 

Laboratory of Electronics, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. Her research projects have been funded by the U.S. Department of 

States, German government and the Malaysian Ministry of Education. She has 

won four Best Paper Awards and several exhibition medals 

She serves on the editorial board of the APL Photonics Journal with the American Institute of 

Physics and is on the National 5G Task Force of Malaysia. She was previously on the editorial 

board of Wiley Transactions on Emerging Telecommunications Technologies and Publicity Co-

Chair for the IEEE Wireless Communications and Networking Conference International 

Conference (WCNC) 2016.  She has given keynote addresses at several Fulbright and IEEE 

events.  Her research area is in optical fiber communications, free-space optics, radio-over free 

space optics, optical sensors, digital holography, few mode fiber and Internet-of-Things. 

 

 

 



A
uth

or 
ac

ce
pte

d m
an

usc
ri
pt

AUTHOR ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

© 2020 Springer Science+Business Media, LLC, part of Springer Nature. 19 

Sushank Chaudhary completed his PhD in optical 

communications from the Optical Technology Research 

Laboratory, Universiti Utara Malaysia in 2017. He is 

currentely a postdoctoral researcher at the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences. Prior to his PhD, he was a Senior Research Associate 

at Optiwave, where he specialized in the training of optical device and 

communications system software to universities.  He was also invited by various 

research organizations such as ISRO Ahmedabad, NSTL-DRDO 

Vishakhapatnam. He was awarded Born Navigator for his research paper from 

DRDO Hyderabad.   

 

Dr. Chaudhary has published more than 50 research papers in reputed international journals and 

conferences. His main research interests are in the area of free space optics, radio over free space 

optics, spatial division multiplexing, radio over fiber, integrated optics, multi-mode transmissions, 

hybrid optical and wireless communication systems, ultra dense wavelength division multiplexing, 

inter-satellite communication systems, opto-electronical transmission systems and advanced 

optical communication systems.     

 

 

 

 

Tse-Kian Neo holds a PhD in Creative Multimedia.  He has been at Multimedia 

University since 1999 as a lecturer in the Faculty of Creative Multimedia. Since 

then he has authored and co-authored over 300 articles in international –peer-

reviewed journals, conferences as well as books, book chapters and newspaper 

and magazine articles. He has written on various topics 

including multimedia, constructivist learning environments, 

cooperative learning, life-long learning, interactive learning, 

online learning, innovative teaching, Web 2.0, learning 

assessments, augmented reality, content creation and 

connectivity for education. 

 

He was also appointed as Associate Dean in 2004 and later as the Dean of the 

Faculty of Creative Multimedia in 2012. His research project, Multimedia 

Integrated Learning Environment (MILE) has won numerous local and 

international awards and intellectual properties. His current project on Digital 

Augmented Reality Environment has also garnered several international and local 

accolades, in addition to intellectual properties. He has graduated numerous PhDs 

and masters students, and has led many research projects. He has founded and led 



A
uth

or 
ac

ce
pte

d m
an

usc
ri
pt

AUTHOR ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

© 2020 Springer Science+Business Media, LLC, part of Springer Nature. 20 

several research groups including CINE (Centre for Innovative Education), MILE 

Special Interest Group, Centre for Adaptive Multimedia Education and Learning 

Content Technologies (CAMELOT) and has been appointed as Director of the 

Institute for Digital Educational and Learning (IDEAL), which is part of the 

Digital Futures Research Hub in the university. 

 

 

 

 

Mohsen Kakavand received his Ph.D. degree in intelligent 

computing from the University Putra Malaysia (UPM), 

Malaysia in 2017. He is currently a Senior Lecturer with the 

Department of Computing and Information Systems, School 

of Science and Technology, Sunway University in Malaysia. 

His research interests include aspects of intelligent computing, machine learning, 

intrusion detection systems (IDSs), cybersecurity and wireless communications. 

He also serves on the reviewer boards of several international journals.  Dr 

Kakavand is a Certified Professional in Oracle Java and Database Administration 

Fundamentals by Oracle Certified Professional and Microsoft Technology 

Associate (MTA). 

 

 

 

 

 

Mohammad Dabbagh received his Ph.D. degree in Computer 

Science, specialization in Software Engineering, from University of 

Malaya (UM), Malaysia in 2015.  He is currently a Senior Lecturer and 

Programme Leader with the Department of Computing and Information 

Systems at Sunway University, Malaysia. He has published several 

research papers in prestigious international journals and conference 

proceedings. His research interests span a broad range of topics 

including but not limited to blockchain, requirements engineering, 

empirical software engineering, big data analytics, and Internet-of-

Things. Dr. Dabbagh has been recognized as a Certified Professional in 

Requirements Engineering (CPRE) by International Requirements Engineering Board (IREB). He 

is also a member of IEEE Computer Society and Malaysian Software Testing Board. 

 

 

 


