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These vol umes have been keenl y awai t ed, and wi l l doubt l ess be t he occasi on

of a good deal of cont r over sy . The aut hor ' s met hodol ogi cal wr i t i ngs ( ci t ed at I ,

286- 7) have made hi ma cent r al f i gur e i n what has been cal l ed " t he new hi st or y

of pol i t i cal t hought " , and t hough i t shoul d not be t oo r eadi l y i nf er r ed t hat he

has wr i t t en t hi s l ong- r ange st udy of sever al cent ur i es ( c . 1250- 1600) wi t h t he

i nt ent i on of exhi bi t i ng al l hi s met hods i n pr act i ce, i t i s cer t ai n t o be r ead wi t h

an eye - not al ways f r i endl y - t o seei ng what t hese have achi eved .

I n t he pr ef ace Ski nner descr i bes hi s appr oach t o t he st udy of t ext s and says

t hat " i f i t wer e pr act i sed wi t h success, i t mi ght begi n t o gi ve us a hi st or y of

pol i t i cal t heor y wi t h a genui nel y hi st or i cal char act er " ( I , xi ) . On t he j acket t hi s

becomes : " The wor k aspi r es, i n t hi s sense, t o gi ve t he f i r st genui nel y hi st or i cal

account of t he pol i t i cal t hought of t he per i od" : and, r eader s and r evi ewer s

bei ng what t hey ar e, we may soon f i nd our sel ves supposi ng t hat i t cl ai ms t o be

t he f i r st genui nel y hi st or i cal account of t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought or

t heor y ( t er ms, by t he way, whi ch ought not t o be used as i f t hey wer e i n-

t er changeabl e) . Such a cl ai m woul d be gr eet ed wi t h i ndi gnat i on, and t her e i s

pr obabl y goi ng t o be i ndi gnat i on anyway ; so i t i s desi r abl e t o be as cl ear as

possi bl e i n under st andi ng exact l y what Ski nner i s cl ai mi ng. He cer t ai nl y does

not asser t t hat no one bef or e hi mhas wr i t t en " genui nel y hi st or i cal " hi st or y of

pol i t i cal t hought . He i s seeki ng t o est abl i sh, and t o pr act i se, a met hod whi ch

wi l l assur e us t hat what we ar e get t i ng i s hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought wr i t t en i n a

manner r i gor ousl y conf i ned t o t he di sci pl i ne of hi st or y ; an assur ance whi ch
even t he gr eat hi st or i ans ( Fi ggi s, Mai t l and, Wool f and Laski ) who pr eceded
hi mdi d not al ways pr ovi de . Ther e ar e l egi t i mat e non- hi st or i cal , and per haps
t r anshi st or i cal , appr oaches t o t he st udy of pol i t i cal t hought ; but t hese cause
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conf usi on when t hey i nt r ude t hemsel ves upon t he wr i t i ng of hi st or y . Ski nner i s

cl ai mi ng t hat i t i s necessar y, and possi bl e, t o del i mi t a met hod whi ch wi l l

r equi r e t he hi st or i an t o wr i t e hi st or y and t he non- hi st or i an t o pr act i se hi s/ her

act i vi t y at a di st ance .

What i s i t t hat i s f r equent l y unhi st or i cal about wor ks whi ch cl ai m t o be

hi st or i es of pol i t i cal t hought ? The answer depends upon a car ef ul di st i nct i on

bet ween what i s mer el y not hi st or i cal and what i s f al sel y hi st or i cal . A r eader -

l et us cal l hi m/ her " pol i t i cal t heor i st " or " phi l osopher " - may r ead a t ext

f r omt he past and f i nd t hat i t suggest s many t r ai ns of t hought wor t h pur sui ng

as par t of t he di sci pl i ne of pol i t i cal t heor y or phi l osophy . To pur sue t hemi s a

whol l y l egi t i mat e act i vi t y ; i t does not i nval i dat e, and i s not i nval i dat ed by, t he

hi st or i an' s act i vi t y of seeki ng t o est abl i sh what t r ai ns of t hought wer e bei ng

pur sued - or what ot her i nt el l ect ual or l i ngui st i c per f or mances engaged i n -

by t he aut hor who wr ot e t he t ext , or by per sons who r ead and r esponded t o i t i n

hi s t i me or t her eaf t er . Shoul d t he hi st or i an suggest t hat t he t hought s whi ch

i nt er est t he phi l osopher had no exi st ence i n t he aut hor ' s t i me, or even at any

moment i n hi st or y pr ecedi ng t he phi l osopher ' s own, t he l at t er may

l egi t i mat el y r epl y ( 1) t hat he/ she i s r eadi ng t he t ext at t hi s moment and not at

any ot her ; ( 2) t hat he/ she i s usi ng i t as a st eppi ng- st one t o t he t hi nki ng of

t hought s whi ch ( a) ar e t he phi l osopher ' s r at her t han t he aut hor ' s, ( b) ar e not

i mmedi at el y dependent , f or t hei r t r ut h or even t hei r meani ng, on t he con-

di t i ons obt ai ni ng at any hi st or i cal moment .

At t hi s st age t he t heor i st or phi l osopher i s mer el y t hi nki ng non- hi st or i cal l y,

i n t he sense t hat he/ she i s usi ng t he t ext f or pur poses and i n ways whi ch can be

sat i sf act or i l y di st i ngui shed f r om t hose of t he hi st or i an . Ther e can be - and

t her e has been - no obj ect i on t o t hi s . What cannot be l egi t i mi sed, but i s f or

sever al r easons ver y di f f i cul t t o avoi d, i s t hat he/ she shoul d pr oceed as i f i n-

t er pr et at i ons of t he t ext so const r uct ed coul d be made t he f oundat i ons of

hi st or i cal i nt er pr et at i on : as i f meani ngs di scover ed by non- hi st or i cal means and

f or non- hi st or i cal pur poses coul d be t r eat ed as meani ngs bor ne by t he t ext , or

i nt ended by i t s aut hor , i n hi st or y ; and as i f hi st or i es of pol i t i cal t hought coul d

be const r uct ed i n t er ms of t he bei ng and becomi ng of meani ngs and i nt ent i ons

so di scover ed . Once t hi s happens we pass f r om non- hi st or y t o pseudo- hi st or y,

or at best t o t he const r uct i on of i deal hi st or i es or hi st or i cal myt hs . How t hi s

happens was l at el y shown by John G. Gunnel l i n hi s admi r abl e st udy of " t he

myt h of t he gr eat t r adi t i on" ( Gunnel l , 1979) , t hough i n t he end he was not

wi l l i ng t o ext r i cat e hi msel f f r omt he act i vi t y he st udi ed . " Hi st or y" const r uct ed

i n t hi s way has no pl ace i n t he wr i t i ng of hi st or i ans, but i t has a mar ked t en-

dency t o ar i se when t heor i st s or phi l osopher s wr i t e hi st or y . Ski nner and ot her s

have been l abour i ng t o el i mi nat e such pseudo- hi st or y and have concl uded t hat

t he pr i me necessi t y i s t o est abl i sh a met hod of wr i t i ng hi st or y of pol i t i cal

t hought whi ch shal l cont ai n no st at ement s not const r uct ed and exami ned by
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hi st or i ans usi ng hi st or i cal means f or hi st or i cal pur poses . Ther e must be a

separ at i on of f unct i ons ; t he t heor i st or phi l osopher must be asked t o accept

separ at e but equal st at us, and abst ai n f r omt he pr act i ce of hi st or y i f he/ she i s

unwi l l i ng t o accept i t s di sci pl i ne .

Wi t h t he hi st or i ci st phi l osopher or t heor i st , who want s t o di scl ai m t he di sci -

pl i ne of hi st or y wi t h one hand whi l e wr i t i ng pseudo- hi st or y wi t h t he ot her ,

t her e i s not hi ng t o be done - not hi ng, at l east , t hat has not been done many

t i mes al r eady . A mor e subt l y i nt r act abl e pr obl em ar i ses, however - and I

suspect t hi s wi l l soon be evi dent i n t he r esponses t o Ski nner ' s book - wi t h

t heor i st s and phi l osopher s who, whi l e anxi ous t o avoi d t he per pet uat i on of

pseudo- hi st or y, ar e i nt ent upon usi ng t ext s f r omt he past f or l egi t i mat el y non-

hi st or i cal pur poses i n t he pr esent . Thi s i s t he pr obl em of i nf or mat i on . Such a

t heor i st t oo easi l y appear s as one who al r eady knows enough hi st or y f or hi s/ her

pur poses, and i s t hr own i nt o conf usi on by t he weal t h of new i nf or mat i on whi ch

t he hi st or i an conveys unbi dden t o col l eagues i n ot her di sci pl i nes . Thi s appear s

bot h as i mpover i shi ng - because i t seems t o chal l enge, by r emovi ng t hem

f r om hi st or i cal r eal i t y, many f ami l i ar i nt er pr et at i ons whi ch t he t heor i st has

gr own accust omed t o usi ng - and as embar r assi ngl y r i ch, because i t compel s

awar eness of many new meani ngs bor ne, and ef f ect s exer t ed, by t ext s i n

hi st or y, whi ch t he t heor i st has not hear d of bef or e and does not yet know how

t o expl oi t f or non- hi st or i cal pur poses . The t heor i st wi l l now be t empt ed t o

condemn such i nf or mat i on as t heor et i cal l y and ( however wr ongl y) hi st or i cal l y

" i nsi gni f i cant " ( Shkl ar , 1978) , and i t i s t o be f ear ed t hat we shal l soon be

r eadi ng at t acks on Ski nner si mi l ar l y i nspi r ed . Thi s seems a pi t y, si nce t he

hi st or i ans' i nf or mat i on was not i nt ended t o embar r ass t he t heor i st ; but i t i s an

aspect of r eal i t y, and t he t heor i st shoul d not st and aghast , compl ai ni ng of

bei ng t ol d t r ut hs whi ch he/ she does not know how t o use . Such pr obl ems i n

communi cat i on, however , ar e har d t o avoi d when a r i gor ous separ at i on i s made

bet ween t wo modes of enqui r y i nt o t he same f i el d . I t i s evi dence of our un-

der l yi ng hi st or i ci sm t hat t he t heor i st shoul d be di smayed by bei ng i nf or med

t hat he / she i s not a hi st or i an, af t er i nsi st i ng al l al ong t hat he / she i s not .

Meanwhi l e Ski nner , under at t ack f r om t heor i st s and phi l osopher s who wi l l

accuse hi mof excessi ve er udi t i on, must expect t o f ace t he scr ut i ny of hi s f el l ow

hi st or i ans, who wi l l need t o assur e t hemsel ves t hat he i s not i mpover i shi ng t he

compl ex r eal i t i es of hi st or y f or t he sake of t heor et i cal or phi l osophi cal cl ar i t y .

Her e t her e ar i se a new' set of pr obl ems, and t o i nvest i gat e t hese we must

consi der j ust what a r i gor ousl y hi st or i cal exegesi s must ent ai l and how Ski nner

has car r i ed i t out .

I n t he same pr ef ace he t el l s us t hat t he met hod he advocat es " enabl es us t o

char act er i se what t hei r aut hor s wer e doi ng i n wr i t i ng" t hese t ext s ( I , xi i i ) . The

hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought i s hi st oi r e evenement i el l e; i t consi st s of act i ons

per f or med by i ndi vi dual s i n cont ext s whi ch r ender t hem i nt el l i gi bl e, and a
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' ` genui nel y hi st or i cal " hi st or y must concent r at e upon uncover i ng t hese act i ons

as per f or med by i ndi vi dual s . Typi cal l y, t he i ndi vi dual whose act i on must be

st udi ed i s t he aut hor , t hough we may al so f i nd our sel ves st udyi ng t he act i on of

some i ndi vi dual i n r eadi ng, under st andi ng ( or mi sunder st andi ng) and

r espondi ng t o t he aut hor ' s per f or mance . I n ei t her case, however , our at t ent i on

wi l l be f ocussed upon t hought as ( or i n) act i on ; and t he act of t he agent ' s

consci ousness whi ch we desi r e t o under st and wi l l t ypi cal l y ( t hough not i n-

var i abl y) be an act of ut t er ance, ar t i cul at i on, ver bal i sat i on i n scr i pt or pr i nt .

The Put ney Debat es, when a shor t hand- wr i t er happened t o be pr esent , pr ovi de

al most t he onl y case of a maj or document of pol i t i cal t hought not t he pr oduct

of a consci ous act of l i t er ar y cr eat i on on some aut hor ' s par t . Ther e i s a r eal sense

i n whi ch " t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought " i s comi ng t o be a convent i onal t er m

f or what i s r eal l y a hi st or y of i nt el l ect ual - ver bal - l i t er ar y- t ypogr aphi cal per -

f or mances .

The hi st or i an' s ai m i s t o r ecover t he act i on ; whet her t he act i on behi nd t he

t ext , or t he t ext as act i on, i s a pr obl em i n her meneut i cal and l i t er ar y t heor y ;

and t he di vi si on bet ween hi st or i an and t heor i st r ecur s when we see t hat t he

t heor i st may ext r act meani ngs and i mpl i cat i ons f r omt he t ext wi t hout needi ng

t o ask whet her t hese ever f or med par t of t he act i ons of hi st or i cal i ndi vi dual s .

The hi st or i an i s concer ned excl usi vel y wi t h t hose i mpl i cat i ons whi ch he/ she can

show wer e i nt ended or under st ood by i ndi vi dual s at some poi nt or ot her i n t he

hi st or y bei ng st udi ed ; and t hough t hese i mpl i cat i ons may i n pr i nci pl e be as

numer ous and di ver se as t hose whi ch t he t heor i st , phi l osopher or cr i t i c ext r act s

f r om t he t ext , t hey ar e not necessar i l y coi nci dent wi t h t hem. The hi st or i an

must hol d t o t hi s di st i nct i on as a ci t y t o i t s wal l s, because i t i s t he onl y

saf eguar d agai nst t he const r uct i on of hi st or i cal myt h, pseudo- hi st or y and i deal

hi st or y . Even shoul d t he hi st or i an engage i n t he const r uct i on of some i deal t ype

of pol i t i cal t heor y as havi ng hi st or i cal exi st ence, i t wi l l be wi t h a vi ew t o

er ect i ng hypot heses concer ni ng t he act i ons, per f or mances and t hought s of

agent s i n hi st or y .

But act i ons ar e per f or med i n cont ext s whi ch gi ve t hemmeani ng ; evi nement s

t ake pl ace i n moyenne dur ee ; and t he cont ext whi ch gi ves meani ng t o an act of

pol i t i cal and t heor et i cal ut t er ance may be def i ned bot h as " pol i t i cal " and as

" l i ngui st i c" . Ski nner r ehear ses t he si t uat i on wi t h whi ch hi s own and ot her s'

wr i t i ngs have f ami l i ar i sed st udent s : i t consi st s ( I , xi - xi i i ) of ( 1) an agent , ( 2) a

pol i t i cal phenomenon on whi ch he desi r es t o comment , ( 3) an exi st i ng

st r uct ur e of l anguage whi ch const r ai ns hi s capaci t y t o comment , ( 4) hi s speech

act or per f or mance whi ch may r esul t i n modi f i cat i on of ( 2) or ( 3) or bot h . The

hi st or y t o be wr i t t en nowconsi st s of bot h i vi nement and moyenne dur ee, bot h

par ol e and l angue ; of t he i nt el l ect ual and ver bal act s of t heor i st s as agent s, and

of t he dur abl e l anguage- st r uct ur es ( or par adi gms) wi t hi n whi ch and upon

whi ch t hey ar e per f or med . I t wi l l be not i ced t hat t hi s i s t o st r ess t he l i ngui st i c

9 8



QUENTI NSKI NNERANDHI STORY

cont ext pr i or t o st r essi ng t he pol i t i cal or t he soci al .

" I t wi l l now be evi dent " , says Ski nner ( I , xi i i ) , " why I wi sh t o mai nt ai n

t hat , i f t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought wer e t o be wr i t t en essent i al l y as a hi st or y

of i deol ogi es, one out come mi ght be a cl ear er under st andi ng of t he l i nks

bet ween t heor y and pr act i ce" . " Theor y" i s t o denot e under st andi ng of t he

l i ngui st i c cont ext wi t hi n whi ch an act i on must be speci f i ed i f i t i s t o be per -

f or med ; and t he agent as t heor i st f i nds hi msel f obl i ged t o expl or e t he l anguage

i n whi ch he i s t o ver bal i se t he act i on whi ch as pr act i t i oner he desi r es t o per -

f or m. But t he wor d " i deol ogy" i s commonl y empl oyed t o i nt i mat e some

r el at i on bet ween ( 1) concept ual and ver bal st r uct ur es and ( 2) soci al exper i ence

and r eal i t y vi ewed i n consi der abl e dept h and compl exi t y . That does not seem

t o be qui t e how Ski nner i s usi ng i t her e . The account whi ch he has j ust gi ven us

seems t o conf i ne i t t o ( 1) t he agent , ( 2) some act i on he desi r es t o per f or m, ( 3)

t he l anguage or l anguages avai l abl e t o hi m i n whi ch t he act i on may be ex-

pr essed ; and i f t hat i s i ndeed al l , t hen " i deol ogy" may be a pol i t i cal but has

not become a cul t ur al or soci al r eal i t y, and i n f act connot es l i t t l e mor e t han

" r het or i c" - t he empl oyment i n act i on of t he avai l abl e r esour ces of

r ecogni sed publ i c speech . Ti me woul d be wast ed i n at t empt i ng t o demonst r at e

t hat t hi s i s al l Ski nner t akes i t t o be ; we know bet t er t han t hat . But we can, I

t hi nk, def i ne - or per haps del i mi t - t he scope of t hi s book by sayi ng t hat i t i s

a hi st or y of howpubl i ci st s and t heor i st s expl or ed and expl oi t ed t he r esour ces of

l anguage avai l abl e t o t hem, but t hat i t does not concer n i t sel f ver y much wi t h

t he r easons why t hese l anguages, and not ot her s, wer e avai l abl e t o t hem.

Though Ski nner al l udes t o t he concept of ment al i t e ( I , xi i ) , he does not make

much at t empt t o depi ct ment al and ver bal st r uct ur es as exi st i ng f or a whol e

const el l at i on of soci al and cul t ur al r easons ; and one may suspect t hat hi s

concer n wi t h act i on as t he cent r al hi st or i cal r eal i t y has l ed hi m t o conf i ne

hi msel f , at t i mes r at her r i gor ousl y, t o what named i ndi vi dual s di d wi t h t he

mor e f or mal vocabul ar i es avai l abl e t o t hem- wi t h t he par ol e r at her t han t he

l angue . One mi ght say, i n ot her t er mi nol ogy, t hat hi s concer n i s wi t h t he ver b :

wi t h ver bum as f act um r at her t han as l ogos . ( The same, f or what i t i s wor t h,

mi ght be sai d of Hobbes, on whom Ski nner wr ot e t he essays whi ch made hi m

an acknowl edged mast er . )

Al l t hi s can be ver y easi l y j ust i f i ed . Too much concer n wi t h l ogos, as we have

seen, can l ead t o t he const r uct i on of i deal hi st or i es, i n whi ch t he pot ent i al i t i es

of l anguage ar e expl or ed wi t hout r egar d t o t he act ual i t i es of hi st or y . And i f

Ski nner seems at t i mes t o be wr i t i ng wi t h Ockham' s r azor , sever el y r est r i ct i ng

t he number of l anguage- cont ext s i n whi ch i ndi vi dual s can be seen t o have

act ed, t hat ver y economy has per mi t t ed hi m t o mobi l i se and pr esent an

ast oni shi ng number of i ndi vi dual s and t hei r per f or mances . Some t heor i st s and

phi l osopher s, I have al r eady suggest ed, wi l l cer t ai nl y f i nd t he f or est t oo dense

f or t hei r met hods of sur vey ; and t hose hi st or i ans who wi l l on t he cont r ar y be
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awar e of t he economi es and aust er i t i es t hat have been pr act i sed wi l l be wel l

advi sed t o consi der t he book f or what i t of f er s t hem: a dr ast i c r ear r angement ,

and at t he same t i me an enr i chment , of t he accept ed par adi gms used i n

pr esent i ng t he subj ect . New t r adi t i ons ar e pr esent ed, and our own t r adi t i ons

ar e al t er ed .

Vol ume I : The Renai ssance i s a st udy of pol i t i cal humani sm, especi al l y i n i t s

r epubl i can f or m. St ar t i ng as f ar back as t he l at e t wel f t h and t hi r t eent h cen-

t ur i es, i t t r aces t he gr owt h of an i deal of l i ber t y, wher eby I t al i an ci t y r epubl i cs

af f i r med, f i r st , t hei r pol i t i cal aut onomy as agai nst t he Empi r e and sub-

sequent l y t he Papacy ; second, t hei r i nt er nal char act er as communi t i es of i n-

di vi dual s l i vi ng t oget her i n ci t i zenshi p, whi ch t hey af f i r med par t l y as a means

of asser t i ng t he aut onomy t hey desi r ed and par t l y as an i deal desi r abl e f or i t s

own sake . Thi s l i ber t as, t he r e- af f i r mat i on of a cl assi cal i deal , i s one of t he t wo

modes i n whi ch " l i ber t y" has been asser t ed t hr oughout t he ear l y moder n

per i od - t he ot her bei ng t he l egal , mor al and economi c l i ber t y of t he i n-

di vi dual as agai nst t he encr oachment s of power ( Hext er , 1979, pp . 293- 303) -

and i t s asser t i on we t ake t o be one of " t he f oundat i ons of moder n pol i t i cal

t hought " . Ski nner , however , i s not pr i mar i l y concer ned t o expl i cat e hi s t i t l e, or

t o expound i n det ai l wher ei n i t i s t hat " moder n" di f f er s f r om " medi eval " or

f r om" anci ent " . Thi s i s i n many ways no bad t hi ng . To er ect a compl ex model

of " medi eval pol i t i cal t hought " , i s al most i nescapabl y t o wr i t e t he ki nd of

i deal hi st or y whi ch, as we have seen, phi l osopher s t end t o demand but Ski nner

i s det er mi ned t o avoi d ; and we have enough knowl edge by now of t he

di st or t i ons and f anat i ci sms whi ch can ar i se when " moder ni t y" i s t r eat ed as

i t sel f a hi st or i cal cat egor y . Yet t her e t he wor d i s i n hi s t i t l e, and we ar e ent i t l ed

t o ask what use i s t o be made of i t . Hi s answer wi l l emer ge i n due t i me, and has

l i t t l e t o do wi t h t he shapi ng of hi s f i r st chapt er s or even hi s f i r st vol ume . What

may be sai d at t hi s st age, however , i s t hat Ski nner gi ves an essent i al l y si mpl e

account of t he " i deol ogy" wi t h whi ch t he I t al i an ci t i es had t o cont end : i t was

t he cl ai m of some Bol ognese j ur i st s t hat t he Emper or possessed mer um i m-

per i um over t he r egnum I t al i cum ( I , 4- 8) . The suggest i on, dear t o so many

hi st or i ans f r om Bur ckhar dt t o Bar on, t hat t her e was a pr e- exi st i ng cosmos of

medi eval i deas about uni ver sal aut hor i t y, r egnum and sacer dot i um, f r om

whi ch t he r epubl i cs had t o br eak f r ee, i s not r ender ed much f ur t her expl i ci t .

Ther e i s no pr edet er mi ned r equi r ement t hat t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal i deas,

mer el y because t hey ar e capabl e of macr ocosmi c ext ensi on, must be shown

t aki ng pl ace i n a cont ext of macr ocosmi c change . But i t mi ght on t he ot her

hand be ar gued, f i r st , t hat t he cont ext i n whi ch a l i ngui st i c act i on t akes pl ace i s

not i nher ent l y l i mi t ed t o t hat whi ch i s necessar y t o make i t i nt el l i gi bl e as an
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act i on ; secondl y, t hat t he way i n whi ch we have seen Ski nner usi ng t he wor d

" i deol ogy" i s a l i t t l e i ncl i ned t o suggest t hat i t i s so l i mi t ed . One of t he

char act er i st i cs t hat l eads me t o descr i be t hi s as a ver y " Cambr i dge" book i s i t s

det er mi nat i on t o oper at e f r omphenomena, not f r ommodel s . Ski nner does not

begi n by er ect i ng a macr ocosm t o show what t hought was l i ke when i t was

" medi eval " and not yet " moder n" , or t o gener al i se about t he concept ual

condi t i ons under whi ch r epubl i can i deol ogy was r equi r ed t o devel op - as i s

done, f or exampl e, i n t he f i r st t hr ee chapt er s of The Machi avel l i an Moment .

He est abl i shes a r el at i vel y si mpl e and mi cr ocosmi c " moment " , i n whi ch t he

" i deol ogi cal " need was t o r ebut t he Emper or ' s cl ai m ( and af t er hi m t he

Pope' s) t o i mper i um i n I t al y, and pr oceeds t o expl or e t he ways i n whi ch t hi s

r ebut t al was made and t o consi der t hei r consequences . He now pur sues modes

of t hought i n act i on, and t hei r exi st ence has consequences whi ch soon br i ng

hi mt o escape f r omt he i ni t i al cont ext . The l at t er , i t i s t r ue, does not expl ai n

ei t her t he exi st ence or t he consequences of t he l anguages of t hought i n whi ch

i t s needs wer e met ; and t her e may be a pr i ce t o be pai d f or Ski nner ' s deci si on t o

use mi cr oscope f i r st and t el escope second . For t he pr esent , however , we ar e

consi der i ng hi s r het or i c, t he st r at egy of exposi t i on whi ch he has chosen i n or der

t o mobi l i se hi s mat er i al .

The cl ai ms of t he r epubl i cs wer e put f or war d i n t wo l anguages : t he one

r het or i cal , t he ot her schol ast i c and j ur i st i c . Though not new - Ski nner i s

f ol l owi ng Kr i st el l er ( 1961) , Gar i n ( 1965) , Bar on ( 1966) and ot her s - t hi s i s i n

many ways t he cent r al and cr uci al asser t i on of t he whol e book . I t needs t o be

st r essed t hat t he r het or i cal and schol ast i c modes of " pol i t i cal t hought " di f f er

i n r egar d t o t hei r l i ngui st i c, even mor e t han of t hei r concept ual , st r uct ur e . The

mer e pr esence of r het or i c ensur es t hat " t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought " t ends

t o become a " hi st or y of pol i t i cal speech" ; t he r het or i ci ans wer e not mer el y

sayi ng di f f er ent t hi ngs f r om t he schol ast i cs, or sayi ng t hem i n a di f f er ent way,

but cl ai mi ng t o modi f y, and act ual l y modi f yi ng by t hei r pr esence, t he r ol e of

speech i n pol i t i cal l i f e . Not al l r het or i ci ans wer e r epubl i cans, but ever y r epubl i c

needed t o advance t he cl ai ms of r het or i c . Long bef or e t he gr eat humani st s of

t he quat t r ocent o, Boncompagno da Si ena, John of Vi t er bo and Br unet t o Lat i ni

( al l f i gur es of t he t hi r t eent h cent ur y) wer e decl ar i ng t hat vi r t ues must be ac-

t ual i sed i n act i ons and expr essed i n speech, and t hat t he r epubl i c or communi t y

of ci t i zens was t he onl y pol i t i cal f or mi n whi ch speech, act i on and vi r t ue wer e

possi bl e .

Ci cer o was t he mast er anci ent of t he r het or i ci ans ; Ar i st ot l e of t he schol ast i cs ;

Just i ni an ( per haps) of t he j ur i st s . I n expoundi ng t he second, or schol ast i c-

j ur i st , mode of r epubl i can asser t i on, Ski nner st r esses how t he t hi r t eent h-

cent ur y r evi val of pol l s val ues i n t he cour se of t he r enai ssance of Ar i st ot el i an

st udi es j oi ned f or ces, on t he one hand, wi t h t he af f i r mat i on of Roman ci vi c

act i on bei ng car r i ed out by t he r het or i ci ans and, on t he ot her , assi st ed t he j ur i st
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Bar t ol us of Saxof er r at o ( i n t he spel l i ng he pr ef er s) i n decl ar i ng t hat a r epubl i c

mi ght cl ai m de f act o t o exer ci se t he i mper i um ot her wi se bel ongi ng t o t he

Emper or , and so t o be . ci bi pr i nceps . The i deol ogi cal st r at egi es of t he f our t eent h

cent ur y ensur ed t hat when t he schol ast i c Mar si gl i o of Padua af f i r med a si mi l ar

doct r i ne, he was ar gui ng f or t he i ndependence of muni ci pal aut hor i t y f r om

papal cont r ol , and so usi ng a r epubl i can ar gument t o t he t empor ar y pr of i t of

t he Emper or . The r epubl i c whi ch was . ci bi pr i nceps and t he ki ng who was

i mper at or i n r egno r uo, however , wer e t o be t he ul t i mat e benef i ci ar i es of t hi s

r evi val of a l ocal secul ar aut onomy ; or r at her , what t he r epubl i cs of t he

Renai ssance began t he ki ngs of t he Age of Ref or mat i on cont i nued, and what

ki ngs began mi l i t ant Pr ot est ant associ at i ons wer e t o cont i nue i n cl ai mi ng t o

r esi st even ki ngs t hemsel ves . Thi s st or y has been t ol d bef or e, but Ski nner i s t o

t el l i t i n newl anguage and wi t h new i nsi ght s .

We have now bef or e us t he i mage of a r epubl i can i deol ogy par t r het or i cal

and par t j ur i st i c, i nt er act i ng wi t h an ant i - papal i deol ogy par t j ur i st i c and par t

schol ast i c . I t i s f r om t he l at t er t hat Ski nner i s t o dr aw t he mai n connect i ng

t hr ead of hi s ent i r e pat t er n ; t he concept of a " r adi cal schol ast i ci sm" ,

or i gi nat i ng i n t he vi a moder na of Wi l l i amof Ockham, car r i ed on by Mar si gho

of Padua, conci l i ar i st s such as Jean Ger son and Sor bonne t heor i st s such as John

Mai r and Jacques Al mai n, t o t he ul t i mat e benef i t of Lut her ans, Cal vi ni st s,

Angl i cans and monar chomachs . Bef or e we pur sue t hi s pat t er n, however , we

must consi der t hat Vol ume I i s pr i nci pal l y concer ned wi t h an I t al i an r epubl i can

ci vi c humani sm whi ch was r het or i cal r at her t han schol ast i c, Ci cer oni an and

St oi c r at her t han Ar i st ot el i an . I t i s at t hi s poi nt t hat we have moved deci si vel y

away f r om t he t r adi t i onal or gani sat i on of t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought as a

hi st or y of pol i t i cal phi l osophi es ; f or r het or i c, t hough i t may convey many

messages per t ai ni ng t o t heor y and phi l osophy, i s by i t s nat ur e di st i nct f r om

ei t her . We must r eal i se, al so, t hat t he subj ect - mat t er of r het or i cal l y- based

pol i t i cal t hought i s f r equent l y sui gener i c, and r emot e f r om t he j ur i st i c and

schol ast i c pat t er n of i deas so easy t o associ at e wi t h f or mal phi l osophy . The

r het or i ci an' s concer n was wi t h mor al i t y and st yl e, wi t h vi r t ue as speech i n

act i on ; what he t ook up f r omt he t r adi t i ons of t he pol i s, t her ef or e, was t he i dea

of vi r t ue as expr essed i n ci vi c act i ons and i n t he r el at i onshi ps obt ai ni ng bet ween

ci t i zens . Hi s i deal Roman, Ci cer o, was an or at or and not a j ur i st , and t he gr eat

t r adi t i on of i deas about i us and i mper i um- - t he t r ue l egacy of Rome i n

pol i t i cal t hought - he l ef t l ar gel y i n t he hands of t he j ur i st and hi s al l y t he

schol ast i c . Thi s gr eat di vi si on i n t he Lat i n l egacy per si st ed i n bot h medi eval and

neo- cl assi ci st t hi nki ng, and a consequence i s t hat r epubl i can humani sm, wi t h

i t s st r ess upon vi r t ue, cor r upt i on and l i ber t y i n t he sense of par t i ci pat i on, i s

concept ual l y and l i ngui st i cal l y di scont i nuous wi t h t he j ur i st i cal l y- based modes

of t hought and speech whi ch st r ess r i ght , aut hor i t y and l i ber t y i n t he sense of

i mmuni t y . Fr ancesco Gui cci ar di ni was a doct or of l aws, but one woul d har dl y

102



QUENTI NSKI NNERANDHI STORY

guess i t f r omhi s wr i t i ngs on ci t i zenshi p and act i on .

Ski nner seems t o pr oduce onl y one t heor i st at home i n bot h t he r epubl i can

and t he j ur i st i c vocabul ar i es : Mar i o Sal amoni o ( I , 148- 52 ; 11, 131- 34) , a Roman

pat r i ci an wi t h Fl or ent i ne pol i t i cal exper i ence . He shows t hat r het or i cal and

schol ast i c ( Ci cer oni an and Bar t ol i st ) modes of r epubl i can expr essi on r an

par al l el , but not t hat t hey conver ged ; he i s not anxi ous ( 1, 149) t o t ake up t he

possi bi l i t y t hat Savonar ol a used an apocal ypt i c vocabul ar y t o l i nk ci t i zenshi p

wi t h gr ace . He i s, however , abl e t o expl oi t t hi s di chot omy so as t o cl ar i f y i n a

most val uabl e manner our under st andi ng of t he Eur opean r esponse t o

Machi avel l i . Ant i - Machi avel l i sm, i t t ur ns out , was pr i nci pal l y a schol ast i c

cr eat i on, t he wor k of I t al i an and Spani sh Domi ni cans and especi al l y Spani sh

Jesui t s ( t he Huguenot ant i - Machi avel l i sm of I nnocent Gent i l l et was a mi nor

af f ai r , l ocal and chauvi ni st i c) . Readi ng Machi avel l i i n a schol ast i c cont ext , t hey

wer e abl e t o at t r i but e t o hi m a syst emat i cal l y nor mat i ve doct r i ne of r agi one di

. r t at o whi ch he had never cal l ed by t hat name, and whi ch exi st ed mor e t o be

at t acked t han t o be adopt ed ( I , 248- 51) ; and t he Jesui t r evi ver s of Thomi sm

wer e abl e t o br acket a " Machi avel l i an" her esy t hat domi ni on was f ounded i n

necessi t y wi t h an " Ockhami st " and " Lut her an" her esy t hat i t was f ounded i n

t he di r ect command of God ( I I , 143, 171- 2) . I t cannot be cal l ed i l l egi t i mat e t o

r ead Machi avel l i i n a schol ast i c cont ext , and yet we have t o r ecal l t hat he had

never addr essed hi msel f t o t hat cont ext or used t he wor ds at t r i but ed t o hi m

when hi s speech was t r ansl at ed i nt o t hat vocabul ar y . The schol ast i cs, af t er al l ,

wer e her esy- hunt er s and i nqui si t or s, and t he essence of t he i nqui si t or ' s ar t i s

showi ng t hat you meant what you di d not i nt end, and must have i nt ended

what you di d not say . I n t he school of Leo St r auss t he domi ni canes have f ound

t hei r moder n successor s ; but t hey ar e not t he onl y st udent s of pol i t i cal t hought

t o pr oceed by t r eat i ng as phi l osophy t hat whi ch was never spoken as such . I t i s

har d f or even t he most r esol ut e t o avoi d t hi s .

Ther e i s a vi t al l y i mpor t ant di f f er ence bet ween t he r het or i cal and t he j ur i st i c
modes of at t r i but i ng l i ber t y and aut onomy t o t he l ocal communi t y . The one i s
r epubl i can ; t he ot her i s bet t er descr i bed as popul i st . The one asser t s t he mor al

cent r al i t y of t he r el at i ons among ci t i zens, and i s concer ned wi t h vi r t ue,
equal i t y, par t i ci pat i on and t hei r cor r upt i ons . The ot her empl oys t he compl ex

vocabul ar y of Roman l aw t o el abor at e t he i dea t hat t he popul ss i s capabl e of

gener at i ng i mper i um and conf er r i ng i t upon pr i nces and magi st r at es : t hat t he

peopl e ar e under God t he or i gi n of al l j ust power . But t he cl assi cal r epubl i c
does not r est upon a gr ant of i mper i um, and t he l ex r egi a set s up pr i nci pat es

and monar chi es r at her t han r epubl i cs . We have consequent l y a ver y l ong

j our ney t o make, t hr ough modes of t hought essent i al l y magi st er i al and
monar chi c - i n whi ch t he popul ar or i gi n of power ei t her does or does not
modi f y t he i mper i um of t he r ul er - bef or e we r each t he er a of Rousseau and

Madi son, when t he concept s of r epubl i can and r epr esent at i ve gover nment l ay
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so cl ose t oget her t hat i t was necessar y t o cl ar i f y t hei r r el at i onshi p ; and i n much

of t hat j our ney t he cl assi cal r epubl i c pl ays no vi si bl e r ol e what ever .

Per haps t hi s i s why J . H. Bur ns f ound The Machi avel l i an Moment " an oddl y

unconvi nci ng book" ( Bur ns, 1977) and J . H . Hext er was t r oubl ed by i t s r ef usal

t o expl or e t he r el at i onshi p bet ween t wo concept s of l i ber t y ( Hext er , 1979) . I n

t he l i ght of Ski nner ' s par adi gm- t he dual i t y of t he r het or i cal - r epubl i can and

t he schol ast i c- j ur i st i c modes - i t can be seen as a t unnel hi st or y, a mi ni ng of

t he r epubl i can seam f r om Machi avel l i t o Madi son whi ch opens up no l at er al

gal l er i es i nt o t he al t er nat i ve mode . I f so, i t s r el at i on t o The Foundat i ons of

Moder n Pol i t i cal Thought i s compl ement ar y ; f or Ski nner ' s second vol ume i s a

t unnel dr i ven t hr ough t he schol ast i c and popul i st seam t o appr oxi mat el y t he

year 1600 . But because he st eadf ast l y r ef uses t o set f oot i n t he sevent eent h

cent ur y, he does not r each t he poi nt wher e t he seams begi n agai n t o conver ge

and r epubl i can i deas ar e t aken up out si de I t al y ( Fi nk, 1945 ; Robbi ns, 1959 ;

Vent ur i , 1971) ; and hi s account of t he r epubl i can t r adi t i on ends wi t h i t

suspended l i ke Mahomet ' s cof f i n . A chapt er headed " The Sur vi val of

Republ i can Val ues" concl udes wi t h a sect i on headed " The End of Republ i can

Li ber t y" . We hear of Paol o Par ut a ( I , 142) but not of Paol o Sar pi ; of Tr ai ano

Boccal i ni ( 1, 168, 188- 9) but not of Sci pi one Ammi r at o or Vi r gi l i o Mal vezzi ;

t her e i s, i n shor t , l ess about Venet i an t hi nki ng ( Bouwsma, 1968) , or Taci t ean

( Levy, 1967 ; Schel l hase, 1976 ; McKenzi e, 1979) , t han t her e woul d have been

had Ski nner chosen t o car r y hi s st or y past 1600 . Thi s undoubt edl y does

somet hi ng t o t he bal ance of t he book and t he oper at i on of i t s par adi gm; t o see

what , we must expl or e Vol ume I I : The Age of t he Ref or mat i on .

The i nvest i gat i on of humani st t hought out si de t he i deol ogy of ci t y

r epubl i cani sm ( whi ch never became f ul l y est abl i shed i n Ant wer p, Nur embur g

or Ber ne) i s act ual l y cont ai ned i n t he l ast t hr ee chapt er s of Vol ume I , headed

" The Nor t her n Renai ssance" . Her e a cl assi cal r het or i c of publ i c mor al i t y, wi t h

Er asmus r at her t han Pet r ar ch ( or Machi avel l i ) as i t s r ul i ng spi r i t , i s seen maki ng

i t s way on r oyal and i mper i al gr ound . I nst ead of I l Pr i nci pe and t he Di al ogo del

Reggi ment o di Fi r enze, we have The Book Named t he Gover nor and t he

Di al ogue of Counsel ; i nst ead of t r eat i ses on t he vi ver e ci vi l e and i t s vi r t u, we

have l i t er at ur e desi gned t o t each a new cogni t i on of val ues t o pr i nces and t he

cour t i er s and cl er i cs who desi r e t o be t hei r counsel l or s . The counsel l or i s

obedi ent t o est abl i shed and Chr i st i an aut hor i t y, and we expect t o hear l ess

about t he mor al ambi gui t i es of act i on ; onl y as t he t heor i st of r agi one di st at o

does Machi avel l i f i nd much pl ace i n t he wor l d of t he ki ngs . But nor t her n

humani sm i s not wi t hout i t s cr i t i cal and subver si ve possi bi l i t i es . Ragi one di

st at o i s di scussed ( 1, 248- 255 ; 11, 171- 3) : Mont ai gne t hi nks st oi c obedi ence, and
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Bodi n accept ance of t he sover ei gn, t he onl y r emedy t o t he power of For t une ( I I ,

278- 9, 292- 3) . Ther e i s t he wi t her i ng phi l ol ogi cal anal ysi s of Roman l aw, i n

whi ch l egal humani sm( Kel l ey, 1970) succeeds i n al t er i ng t he whol e per cept i on

of l aw' s pl ace i n soci et y and hi st or y ( I , 201- 08) . The ant i - schol ast i ci sm and ant i -

monast i ci sm of t he Er asmi ans l ays an egg f or Lut her t o hat ch . Fi nal l y, t he

vocabul ar y of nor t her n humani sm, even at i t s most convent i onal , seems vast l y

t o enhance t he counsel l or ' s capaci t y t o r ecogni se, ver bal i se and per haps act

upon t he pr ocesses t aki ng pl ace i n cour t , chur ch and soci et y . Though ci t i zen

and counsel l or seem ver y di f f er ent t hi ngs, Ar t hur B. Fer guson can use ( and

Ski nner ci t e) t he t i t l e The Ar t i cul at e Ci t i zen and t he Engl i sh Renai ssance ; and

Vol ume I concl udes wi t h a st udy of t he desper at el y r adi cal Ut opi a of t he deepl y

conser vat i ve Mor e .

But i n f act nor t her n humani smpl ays onl y an auxi l i ar y r ol e i n t he i nt er pl ay of

pol i t i cal vocabul ar i es whi ch makes up t he t r ue subj ect of t hi s book . Vol ume I I

has f or pl ot t he i mpact of Ref or mat i on upon a wor l d of schol ast i cs and j ur i st s .

Her e we must become especi al l y awar e of t he ex- I . - - - e economy whi ch Ski nner

di spl ays i n sel ect i ng t he cont ext s i n whi ch t he event s of hi s hi st or y ar e t o t ake

pl ace . The expansi on of t he i dea of counsel occur r ed i n a uni ver se of exi st i ng

i deas about ki ngshi p and l aw, r egnum et sacer dot i um, and we mi ght expect t o

f i nd some gener al exposi t i on of t he vocabul ar y of l at e medi eval monar chy,

desi gned t o t el l us what cont ext s nor t her n humani sm had t o penet r at e and

modi f y . Yet on t he whol e Ski nner avoi ds doi ng t hi s . Per haps he wi shed - and

we mi ght sympat hi se - t o avoi d t he i deal hi st or y l i kel y t o ar i se f r om any

conf r ont at i on of " medi eval " and " moder n" . But i n Fr ance, Engl and, Ger -

many, Spai n, Geneva and Scot l and - hi s hor i zon does not ext end east t o

Pol and or Hungar y - t he humani sm of counsel encount er ed power f ul and

i di osyncr at i c nat i onal and r egi onal soci et i es, possessi ng i nst i t ut i ons and

speaki ng l anguages of t hei r own ; and t hi s i s a poi nt at whi ch Ski nner ' s con-

cept i on of " i deol ogy" mi ght have been deepened and cl ar i f i ed . I f he had

expl or ed t hese r egi onal t r adi t i ons, he mi ght have suppl i ed a hi st or i cal

geogr aphy of pol i t i cal t hought , showi ng why i t devel oped i n di f f er ent ways and

t ook shape i n some r egi ons and not i n ot her s ; but on t he whol e he has not

pur sued t hi s oppor t uni t y . The cour se of event s i n t he si xt eent h cent ur y obl i ges

hi mt o spend so much t i me i n Fr ance t hat humani st s and l egi st s ar e t o be seen

debat i ng t hei r ki ngdom' s st r uct ur e and i t s hi st or y ( I I , 259- 75, 309- 18) ; t he

schol ast i c John Mai r wr i t es a Hi st or y of Gr eat er Br i t ai n ; and we hear somet hi ng

of t he hi st or i ogr aphy of t he Angl i can Chur ch est abl i shed by Bal e and Foxe ( I I ,

489, 99- 100, 107- 8) . Yet i t comes as somet hi ng of a shock t o r eal i se t hat Si r

John For t escue appear s onl y ( I I , 54- 6) as one who used t he i di osyncr asy of

Engl i sh cust omar y l aw t o suggest t hat ci vi l and canon l aw had no pl ace i n t hat

r eal m. That he was t he aut hor of a doct r i ne of ki ngshi p r egal e et pol i t i cum, of

cr uci al i mpor t ance i n al l El i zabet han and St uar t const i t ut i onal debat e, i s never

ment i oned at al l .
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We must under st and, however , t he del i ber at e aust er i t y wi t h whi ch t hese

vol umes, f or al l t hei r r i chness of det ai l , ar e pl anned . Thei r sust ai ned i nt ent i on

i s t o di st i ngui sh bet ween t he r het or i cal , schol ast i c and j ur i st i c t r adi t i ons of

pol i t i cal t hought , and t o st udy t he i nt er act i ons bet ween t hem. These t r adi t i ons

wer e hel d i n common by al l of Lat i n Chr i st endom, a cul t ur al ar ea i n whi ch

humani st s, schol ast i cs, ci vi l i ans - and soon we must add Pr ot est ant and

Count er - Ref or mat i on i deol ogues - const i t ut ed a ser i es of f r eel y ci r cul at i ng

i nt el l ect ual communi t i es . I t has t her ef or e been possi bl e t o pl an t hi s book on a

" Eur opean " scal e, sel ect i ng " Lat i n" r at her t han " nat i onal " cont ext s i n whi ch

t he pr i nci pal st yl es of t hought may be shown i n act i on . Shoul d we i nsi st upon

t he t hesi s t hat t hi s was an age i n whi ch t he uni ver se of Lat i n Chr i st endom br oke

apar t t o f or m a di ver si t y of nat i on- st at es, we shoul d mer el y be aski ng f or a

hi st or y of pol i t i cal t hought wr i t t en upon an al t er nat i ve pat t er n . Ski nner has not

set out t o map and expl or e t he cul t ur al di ver si t y of ear l y- moder n pol i t i cal

t hought i n al l i t s r i chness of t ext ur e, so much as t o per suade us t o r evi se t he

par adi gms whi ch have been gover ni ng our under st andi ng of i t s hi st or y . Hi s

ent er pr i se i s hi ghl y pr ogr ammat i c, and i s conduct ed by means of an ext r emel y

r i gor ous sel ect i on of t ext s and cont ext s . The weal t h of det ai l cannot bl i nd us t o

t hi s, or al t er t he f act t hat t he not i on of " i deol ogy" i s at t i mes heavi l y at t r act ed

t owar ds t he not i on of " par adi gm" .

Vol ume I I : The Age of Ref or mat i on di spl ays Ski nner at t he hei ght of hi s

power s, or gani si ng a most compl ex pi ct ur e wi t h mast er l y ski l l . I t s chosen t heme

i s t he r el at i on bet ween Lut her ani sm and Cal vi ni smon t he one hand, and on

t he ot her t hat " r adi cal schol ast i ci sm" whi ch was ment i oned ear l i er and now

emer ges as t he gui di ng t hr ead t hat Ski nner uses t o or gani se t he hi st or y of ear l y

moder n pol i t i cal t hought . Thi s i s a l ar ge cl ai mand - t hough Fi ggi s, Laski and

ot her s ar e acknowl edged as pr edecessor s ( I I , 123n) - a di st ur bi ng i nnovat i on

i n t he est abl i shed wi sdom; t he r est of t he book and t he r est of t hi s essay wi l l be

devot ed t o vi ndi cat i ng i t . Wher e t he vi a ant i qua of Thomas Aqui nas uphel d

t he har mony bet ween nat ur al r eason and God' s wi l l , t he vi a moder na t r aceabl e

f r om Duns Scot us t hr ough Wi l l i am of Ockham, and hi s conci l i ar i st and

Sor bonni st successor s, deni ed t he capaci t y of human r eason t o or gani se i t sel f t o

a l evel wher e r eal i t y and mor al i t y coul d appear as anyt hi ng except t he i m-

penet r abl e wi l l and command of God . I n pol i t i cal t er ms, t hi s meant t hat

communi t y and aut hor i t y, whi ch appear ed i n t he vi a ant i qua as t he nat ur al

out come of r i ght r eason, needi ng no di vi ne act i on t o br i ng t hemi nt o exi st ence,

seemed t o t hose upon t he vi a moder na t he necessar y consequences of human

si n, enj oi ned upon men by di vi ne command whi ch t he l i mi t at i ons of t hei r

bei ng l ef t t hemi ncapabl e of f ul l y compr ehendi ng . Ci vi l aut hor i t y was r oot ed

i n necessi t y and was t her ef or e par t l y myst er i ous ; and t he di r ect command of

God whi ch est abl i shed i t had been gi ven onl y once and had not been r ei t er at ed

i n t he case of eccl esi ast i cal aut hor i t y . The Chur ch was t her ef or e excl uded f r om
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ci vi l aut hor i t y and conf i ned t o spi r i t ual f unct i ons, whi l e secul ar pr i nces and

magi st r at es acqui r ed some par t of t he di vi ne aut hor i t y di spl ayed by j udges and

ki ngs i n I sr ael . I n t er ms of Hel l eni c pol i t i cal phi l osophy, t he vi a moder na was a

l i t t l e l ess Ar i st ot el i an t han i t was St oi c, si nce t he l at t er school had t ended t o

f i nd t he or i gi ns of pol i t i cal soci et y i n di scover ed necessi t y r at her t han i nnat e

r at i onal i t y .

Ockhami st and nomi nal i st t hi nki ng pl ayed i t s par t i n pr epar i ng t he spi r i t ual

cr i si s whi ch convi nced Lut her t hat onl y f ai t h i n God' s unbi dden gr ace coul d

connect t he bel i ever t o hi s sal vat i on ; and f r omt hi s cr i si s Lut her emer ged wi t h

t he convi ct i on t hat t he aut hor i t y of t he ci vi l magi st r at e was di r ect l y or dai ned by

God as a means t o t he puni shment of human si n, so t hat even t he t yr annous

r ul er mi ght i n no ci r cumst ances be r esi st ed or di sobeyed . But conci l i ar i st s of t he

vi a moder na - such as Jean Ger son, whose t eachi ng was car r i ed on at Par i s by

Mai r and Al mai n - whi l e concur r i ng i n t he vi ew t hat ci vi l soci et y, si nce i t

coul d not be t he cr eat i on of nat ur al r eason, must have ar i sen as a consequence

of si n, had devel oped a vi ewof i t s or i gi n f ar mor e secul ar , ant hr opocent r i c and

even popul i st . I n or der t o cont r ol evi l - doer s, t he peopl e had i ncor por at ed i t sel f

as a communi t y and conf er r ed i mper i umon t he magi st r at e ; and wher e Thomas

Aqui nas hel d t hat i n so doi ng i t had est abl i shed an aut hor i t y of a ki nd not

pr evi ousl y exi st i ng and so coul d not bi nd t he magi st r at e i n i t s exer ci se, t he

r adi cal schol ast i cs af f i r med t hat t he peopl e coul d gi ve not hi ng whi ch was not i n

i t al r eady, and so r et ai ned aut hor i t y over t he magi st r at e whomi t cr eat ed . What

t he r adi cal s had af f i r med of t he Chur ch i n t hei r at t empt t o r ender t he Pope

subj ect t o conci l i ar aut hor i t y, t hey di d not hesi t at e t o r e- af f i r m of ci vi l soci et y ;

but what t he secul ar r ul er l ost by f i ndi ng hi msel f t he peopl e' s cr eat ur e was at

f i r st mor e t han made up by f i ndi ng hi msel f wi el di ng an aut hor i t y whi ch God

had not conf er r ed on Pope or bi shop . The advent of Pr ot est ant i sm, however ,

was t o set hi mnewpr obl ems .

I t i s t he popul i st component i n r adi cal schol ast i c t hought whi ch Ski nner

cont ends was t he means of conver t i ng t he Pr ot est ant bel i ef i n non- r esi st ance

i nt o an i deol ogy of r evol ut i on . When t he Lut her ans of Ger many ( l ong bef or e

t her e wer e any Cal vi ni st s t o j oi n t he debat e) r el uct ant l y made up t hei r mi nds t o

j ust i f y r esi st i ng t he Emper or , t hey got ar ound t he Paul i ne i nj unct i on t o obey

t he hi gher power s or dai ned of God by poi nt i ng out t hat power was i n f act

di st r i but ed wi del y and di ver sel y among men, so t hat one magi st r at e mi ght

per haps r esi st anot her who was behavi ng unj ust l y . Ther e wer e t wo di r ect i ons

whi ch t hi s ar gument coul d t ake . One, f avour ed by a gr oup of j ur i st s ar ound

Phi l i p of Hesse ( I I , 195- 96) , was si mpl y Bar t ol i st ; i t sought means of showi ng

how t he i nf er i or magi st r at e mi ght be sai d t o hol d an i mper i um not i m-

medi at el y dependent on t he Emper or . Not even among t he out spoken

r esi st ant s of Nur ember g do we seemt o f i nd Ger man r epubl i cans who hel d t hat

t hei r ci t y was si bi pr i nceps ; but t hr ough t he door mar ked " i nf er i or magi st r at e"
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al l ki nds of const i t ut i onal i sm coul d ent er i nt o Pr ot est ant r esi st ance t heor y . Not

onl y Roman l aw ( I I , 124- 28) but f eudal and cust omar y l awof many var i et i es ( I I ,

129- 30) coul d be empl oyed i n def ence of t he r i ght s of i nf er i or magi st r at es,

t hough si nce t he Engl i sh " anci ent const i t ut i on" does not i n f act exempl i f y t he

uni on of const i t ut i onal i sm wi t h r esi st ance t heor y, I may be per mi t t ed t o sound

a war ni ng agai nst i t s ment i on i n t hi s cont ext ( Ski nner i s caut i ous i n doi ng so ;

I I , 311) . I n Fr ance, wher e t he ki ng' s aut hor i t y was ani mat edl y di scussed i n

r el at i on t o bot h Roman and cust omar y l aw, and neo- Bar t ol i st j ur i spr udence

t ended t o make hi m i mper at or i n r egno suo whi l e denyi ng i mper i um t o i n-

f er i or magi st r at es, const i t ut i onal i sm, l egal humani smand Huguenot r esi st ance

t heor y ent er ed upon a memor abl y compl ex debat e ( Chur ch, 1941 ; De

Capr ar i i s, 1950 ; Kel l ey, 1970) . Thi s i s t he cont ext i n whi ch Ski nner set s up hi s

mai n anal ysi s of Bodi n ( I I , 284- 301) .

But t he pr escr i pt i ve and hi st or i cal sear ch af t er t he or i gi ns of magi st er i al

aut hor i t y woul d not of i t sel f gi ve r i se t o any t heor y of popul i sm. I t was a gr oup

of Saxon j ur i st s ( 11, 197- 99) i n t he f i r st Lut her an debat e about t he j ust i f i cat i on

of r esi st ance who pr opounded what Ski nner descr i bes as t he " pr i vat e l aw"

t hesi s . Thi s cont ai ned t he expl osi ve i mpl i cat i on t hat shoul d a magi st r at e

behave unj ust l y, he mi ght be r esi st ed and sl ai n by a pr i vat e i ndi vi dual of no

magi st er i al aut hor i t y at al l , si nce he had f or f ei t ed t i t l e t o be t r eat ed as anyt hi ng

mor e t han such an i ndi vi dual hi msel f . Her e was t he ger mof al l f ut ur e debat e

about di ssol ut i on of gover nment , st at e of nat ur e and soci al cont r act ; but

Ski nner woul d have us l ook t o t he pr evi ous hi st or y of r adi cal schol ast i c t hought .

The i mpl i cat i on t hat ci vi l soci et y coul d be r educed t o t he r el at i ons obt ai ni ng

bet ween i ndi vi dual s bef or e t he const i t ut i on of aut hor i t y was r eadi l y i nt el l i gi bl e

i n t er ms of t he per cept i on - mor e St oi c t han Ar i st ot el i an, mor e Ockhami st

t han Thomi st - t hat i t had ar i sen when i ndi vi dual s i ncor por at ed t hemsel ves as

a peopl e i n r esponse t o t he necessi t i es of exi st ence ; and i t pr esent ed t he pr ocess

wher eby " t he power s t hat be ar e or dai ned of God" as one i n whi ch t he peopl e

t ook par t at t he f oundat i on of ci vi l soci et y . Lut her an and Cal vi ni st t heor i st s of

r esi st ance di spl ayed a ver y under st andabl e r el uct ance i n adopt i ng t hi s

ar gument r at her t han t he mor e conser vat i ve al t er nat i ve advanced by t he

Hessi ans ; but as i t made i t s way i nt o accept ed speech, bot h t he aut hor i t y of

i nf er i or magi st r at es, and t he hi st or i c or i gi ns of i nst i t ut i ons whi ch t he new

const i t ut i onal ant i quar i ans wer e seeki ng out , coul d i ncr easi ngl y be pr esent ed as

enact ed by popul ar el ect i on . We begi n t o see why Hot man' s Fr ancogal l i a i s an

essay i n popul i st hi st or y, whi l e an Engl i sh panegyr i c upon t he i mmemor i al

ant i qui t y of cust om i s not .

As t he Hessi an and Saxon modes of ar gument mer ge, t he advocacy of

r esi st ance passes f r omLut her an t o Cal vi ni st hands . Cal vi n' s t heor y of ephor s -

whi ch he acqui r ed f r omCi cer o, Mel ancht hon and Zwi ngl i ( I I , 231- 32) - i s one

move i n t he pat t er n, si nce ephor s ar e not mer e i nf er i or magi st r at es, but
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popul ar es magi st r at us whose r i ght of r esi st ance may be r et ai ned by t he popul ar

assembl i es, or assembl i es of est at es, i n whi ch t hey wer e el ect ed . Ski nner ,

however , i s emphat i c t hat t her e i s not hi ng par t i cul ar l y or i gi nal about t he i deas

put f or war d by t he Cal vi ni st s ; at best , t hey wer e onl y compl et i ng what t he

Ockhami st s and Lut her ans had begun bef or e t hem. The near est we come t o a

di st i nct i vel y Cal vi ni st cont r i but i on i s i n t he doct r i ne of covenant , wher eby a

peopl e under t ake wi t h God t hat t hey wi l l mai nt ai n t r ue r el i gi on and t he

st r uct ur e of magi st r acy t hat i t i mpl i es ( I I , 236- 38) . But , says Ski nner , a

covenant may be t he sour ce of a dut y t o r esi st ( chapt er 7, at l ar ge) ; i t can never

be t he sour ce of a r i ght t o do so, and our pr obl em i s t o t r ace t he pr ocess

wher eby not onl y r esi st ance, but t he r evol ut i onar y r econst i t ut i on of gover n-

ment , became a r i ght est abl i shed i n t he peopl e at t he ver y f oundat i on of ci vi l

soci et y . To under st and t hi s ( whi ch i s t he busi ness of hi s ni nt h and l ast chapt er )

we must under st and how t he not i ons of magi st r acy, l aw, hi st or y and covenant

i t sel f came t o be per vaded by popul i st doct r i nes of soci al or i gi n whi ch wer e i n

ever y case of r adi cal - schol ast i c f oundat i on . The pr ocess i s compl et ed by Mor nay

( t aken at 11, 305, n . 3, t o be t he aut hor of t he Def ence of Li ber t y agai nst

Tyr ant s) i n whom a compl ex pat t er n of bot h covenant s and cont r act s becomes

t he subst ance of a doct r i ne whi ch appear s t o gr ound t he whol e st r uct ur e of

aut hor i t y i n ci vi l soci et y upon a ser i es of act s of i nst i t ut i on by t he peopl e ( I I ,

325- 37) . Fr omMor nay we l ook ahead t o Locke, char act er i sed ( f ol l owi ng Dunn,

1969) as aut hor of " t he cl assi cal t ext of r adi cal Cal vi ni st pol i t i cs" ( I I , 239) - a

j udgment whi ch must r ai se pr obl ems f or t hose concer ned wi t h hi s pl ace i n a

Whi g cont ext .

Par t of Ski nner ' s i nt ent i on i n advanci ng t hi s i nt er pr et at i on i s t o cal l i n

quest i on " t he sor t of Weber i an anal ysi s of Cal vi ni sm as a r evol ut i onar y

i deol ogy whi ch has r ecent l y come t o be so wi del y accept ed" ( I I , 322- 23) . Ther e

coul d be no bet t er i l l ust r at i on of t he gap whi ch exi st s bet ween Ski nner ' s own

use of " i deol ogy" at I , xi i i , and t he sense i n whi ch he uses i t her e . Weber

( 1958) , Tawney ( 1929) , Hi l l ( 1964) , Wal zer ( 1966) and Geor ge ( 1961) al l

pr oceeded by asser t i ng t he exi st ence of a Cal vi ni st or Pur i t an ment al i t e, ex-

pl ai ni ng i t as " i deol ogy" on Mar xi st or Weber i an pr emi ses, and pr esent i ng i t

as a pl ausi bl e sour ce of t he pol i t i cal i deas pr opounded by t hose sai d t o possess

i t . For Ski nner , wi t h hi s f i er cel y exact eye f or pol i t i cal t hought as evenement ,

t hi s i s unnecessar y . To speak of " i deol ogy" i s t o asser t no mor e t han t he

pr esence of a pol i t i cal at t or who needs t o say somet hi ng, and of a var i et y of

l anguages avai l abl e t o hi m i n whi ch t hi ngs may be sai d . And t hi s means not

onl y t hat Ski nner ' s met hodol ogy i s as Ockhami st as hi s hi st or y, and t hat he i s

t el l i ng us t hat ment al i t es and i deol ogi es non r unt mul t i pl i canda pr aet er

necessi t at em ; i t means al so t hat t he pur sui t of l anguages i s not t he same en-

t er pr i se as t he pur sui t of ment al i t i s, and may l ead t o t he di scover y i n hi st or i cal

r eal i t y of i mpor t ant and oper at i ve modes of t hought and speech whi ch ar e not
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coi nci dent wi t h what i s of t en meant by " i deol ogi es" . We may di smi ss f r om

consi der at i on t hose who r egar d i t as a mor al and i deol ogi cal of f ence t hat one i s

not engaged i n t he pur sui t of i deol ogy ( Ashcr af t , 1975 ; Wood, 1976) ; but i t i s

not cont est ed t hat a ment al i t i may be est abl i shed as a hi st or i cal r eal i t y and an

act of pol i t i cal speech shown t o be par t of i t s conf i gur at i on . We may t hen set

about j uxt aposi ng t hi s way of l ooki ng at t he act wi t h Ski nner ' s ; but he wi l l

i nsi st on t he aut onomy of hi s appr oach, and per haps of t he ot her as wel l .

Ski nner has r et ur ned t o t he posi t i on of Fi ggi s ( 1923) , who hel d t hat t her e was

a hi gh r oad " f r om Ger son t o Gr ot i us" , and of Laski ( 1936) and Oakl ey ( 1962)

who hel d t hat t her e was anot her " f r om ( t he Counci l of ) Const ance t o ( t he

Revol ut i on of ) 1688" ( I I , 123, n . 1) . Not Thomas Aqui nas ( t o say not hi ng of

t he Devi l ) but Wi l l i am of Ockham was t he f i r st Whi g . Ther e i s a super b

chapt er . on " The Revi val of Thomi sm" , whi ch demonst r at es t hat t he

r est or at i on of t he nat ur al - l aw t heor y of soci et y was a maj est i c act of i nt el l ect ual

r eact i on by Spani sh Jesui t s, desi r ous i n t he name of t he Count er - Ref or mat i on

of r ef ut i ng Ockham, Lut her , Machi avel l i and Er asmus i n a si ngl e aut o da r axon

( even Sepul veda, i t t ur ns out , was r ej ect ed l ess because he deni ed t he humani t y

of t he I ndi ans t han because he seemed t o suggest t hat domi ni on mi ght be

f ounded i n gr ace ; 11, 168) . James I and t he Angl i cans wer e wr ong i n supposi ng

t hat Jesui t s and Pur i t ans wer e al l i ed agai nst t hem; Mar i ana' s j ust i f i cat i on of

r esi st ance i s a bor r owi ng of conci l i ar i st i deas ot her wi se r epudi at ed ( I I , 346- 47) .

An i mpor t ant st ep i n t he devel opment of a t heor y of r esi st ance as a r i ght i s

sai d t o have been t he adopt i on f r om Ger son of t he doct r i ne of subj ect i ve r i ght

( 11, 116- 117) . l ur or r i ght coul d i nher e onl y i n t he i ndi vi dual , who exer ci sed i t

as an unl i mi t ed pot est as over a t hi ng, so t hat i t coul d not possi bl y f or m t he

basi s of a r ul er ' s i mper i um over a r es publ i ca . Her e i s t he or i gi n of al l pr oper t y

t heor y and possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm, but we obser ve ( I I , 328- 29) t hat i t di d not

st em f r om t he need t o vi ndi cat e t he pr i vat e owner shi p of goods so much as

f r om t he need of a f or mal def i ni t i on of t he r ol e of i mper i um; t he i ndi vi dual

must be pr opr i et or i f he was t o r et ai n possessi on of t he r i ght s whi ch he

del egat ed t o t he magi st r at e . At t hi s poi nt t he st udent t r ai ned i n cont empor ar y

neo- Ar i st ot el i ani sm may det ect t hat cr uci al t r ansi t i on f r om " cl assi c nat ur al

l aw" t o " moder n nat ur al r i ght " whi ch he has been t aught t o consi der t he key

t o t he hi st or y of pol i t i cal phi l osophy ; and he may not e t hat vi a ant i qua and vi a

moder na wer e opposed i n t he si xt eent h cent ur y over t hi s ver y quest i on . But a

doct r i ne der i ved f r om t he vi a moder na cannot have been f ounded by t hose

f i endi sh " moder ns" and " t eacher s of evi l " , Machi avel l i and Hobbes - even

t hough Hobbes had much t o do wi t h i t s l at er gr owt h, i t t ook a schol ast i c

t r ai ni ng t o make one suppose t hat Machi avel l i ever hear d of i t . Vi a moder na

was as schol ast i c as vi a ant i qua, and as anci ent ; bot h or i gi nat ed i n t he t hi r -

t eent h- cent ur y r evi val of Ar i st ot l e, and i t was t he l at t er whi ch had t o be r evi ved

at t he Counci l of Tr ent . The di f f er ence bet ween t hem, f ur t her mor e, was t hat
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t he " anci ent " hel d Gr eek phi l osophy t o be i n accor d wi t h Chr i st i an r evel at i on,

wher eas t he " moder n" di d not ; and i t f ol l ows t hat f or bot h t he hi st or i cal

moment separ at i ng " ant i qui t y" and " moder ni t y" was t hat of Chr i st ' s i n-

car nat i on, when t he Ol d Law had come t o an end ( I I , 150) . The vi a moder na,

l i ke t he devot i o moder na, hel d t hat f ai t h had deci si vel y super seded

phi l osophy ; and t he t went i et h- cent ur y l egend of t he " gr eat t r adi t i on" and t he

" moder n" conspi r acy agai nst i t ( Gunnel l , 1979) i s a hi st or i cal myt h desi gned

t o car r y on t he war f ar e of Ar i st ot el i an phi l osophy agai nst bot h sci ence and

f ai t h .

Ski nner concl udes wi t h a di squi si t i on on " t he acqui si t i on of t he moder n

concept of t he St at e" ( 11, 349) , wi t h whi ch " as an omni pr esent yet i mper sonal

power , we may be sai d t o ent er t he moder n wor l d : t he moder n t heor y of t he

St at e r emai ns t o be const r uct ed, but i t s f oundat i ons ar e now compl et e" ( I I ,

358 ; expl i ci t l i ber ) . Thi s i s t he sum of what he has t o say t o us concer ni ng t he

t r ansi t i on t o " t he moder n wor l d" , and si nce I have pr ai sed hi s book as not

over much concer ned wi t h t hi s mode of pr esent at i on, i t woul d be ungr aci ous t o

cavi l at t he end . The Concl usi on consi st s l ar gel y of semant i cs, i n whi ch t he

si xt eent h- cent ur y use of st at us, st at o, et at , " est at e" , and " st at e" i s sai d t o

have changed i n ways whi ch r eveal t he emer gence of " t he moder n concept " .

Per haps t hey do, t hough i t woul d be easy t o al l ege count er - exampl es i n whi ch

non- moder n usages per si st ed . A mor e gener al cr i t i ci sm woul d be t hat t hi s i s an

odd way t o end a book whose second vol ume has been devot ed t o t he gr owt h of

t heor i es of r esi st ance and r evol ut i on . I n Mor nay and Buchanan, t he t heor i st s

wi t h whomt he book essent i al l y concl udes, we mi ght be sai d t o have somet hi ng

much mor e l i ke a " moder n concept i on" of ci vi l soci et y : a compl ex of act i vi t i es

or i gi nat ed by a peopl e, gener at i ng and conf er r i ng t he aut hor i t y whi ch t hey

bot h necessi t at e and l i mi t . One can see how " ci vi l soci et y" i n t hi s sense mi ght

be sai d t o ent ai l t he exi st ence of " t he st at e" i n t he sense i n whi ch Ski nner i s

usi ng t he wor d ; but i t mi ght have been bet t er t o l et t he book end i n t he

di al ect i c bet ween t he t wo .

To say so, however , ent ai l s a f ur t her i ngr at i t ude : t he book ends t oo soon .

Ther e i s need of a f ur t her vol ume, car r yi ng t he st or y f or war d anot her hundr ed

year s, and i f Ski nner wi l l not wr i t e i t someone el se wi l l have t o . I n t he cent ur y

separ at i ng Mor nay and Buchanan f r om Locke and Puf endor f , r epubl i can

humani sm under went i t s nor t her n r evi val ; r el i gi ous and ci vi l t heor i es of

r esi st ance and aut hor i t y wer e convul sed and r est at ed ; doct r i nes of nat ur al l aw

and i us gent i um advanced and expanded ; and t he wor d " moder n" began t o

be used i n i t s moder n sense . Agr eat deal of t hi s happened i n Engl and, and i t i s

not ewor t hy t hat Ski nner ' s account of Engl i sh pol i t i cal t hought br eaks of f about

1560 . We ar e not syst emat i cal l y i nt r oduced t o Hooker , and t hough we meet

Suar ez, Bel l ar mi ne and Mar i ana, t he Jesui t adver sar i es of James 1, we hear

not hi ng of t he wor ks of t hat academi cal l y sound monar ch hi msel f . The r eason
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i s pl ai n : t her e i s no deal i ng wi t h James or Hooker wi t hout ent er i ng t he

mammot h cave of Pur i t an st udi es, f r om whi ch one coul d not hope t o emer ge

f or at l east a hundr ed year s . I t may al so be i nf er r ed, f r om Ski nner ' s ci t at i on of

t he f or t hcomi ng books of Ri char d Tuck and James Tul l y ( bot h 1977) , as wel l as

f r om Duncan For bes' s r ecent st udy of Hume ( 1976) , t hat Cambr i dge

schol ar shi p has i n st or e f or us a massi ve r evi val of an i nt er pr et at i on of t he

sevent eent h cent ur y f r om a vi ewpoi nt st r essi ng j ur i spr udence and t he

r esur gence of i us gent i um, whi ch For bes has pi t t ed agai nst ci vi c humani smas a

key t o t he Scot t i sh Enl i ght enment . Ther e i s t hen no danger of st ar vat i on, and i t

woul d be chur l i sh t o compl ai n t hat Ski nner has l ef t us much t o do . The

par adi gms ar e upheaved, and t he wor k goes f or war d .
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