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ABSTRACT

East Timor is now faced to a strong social andtipalichange, which implies, on gender issues, the
building of a new morality about domestic physiagdression. Based on the local translation of
gender equality principles ? seen as universalkgala set of actions against domestic violence is
guestioning local practices and attitudes regardépgesentations of body, gender and sexuality,
such as polygamy, the obligations to childbirth #relresponsibilities on contraception. Based on
one year fieldwork in the country, this paper d&sas the way the knowledge of experts on the
field of gender and development reflects upon jalitprojects which contribute to the shaping of a
specific way of experiencing the body, inscribifygical punishment into a new universe of
meanings, many of them considerably different ftbose in force at the countryside. Conflicts and
syntheses emerged from this process show the iammatof being aware of the relationship of the
building of local identities faced to broader poll and symbolic disputes as well as the limits of
the binding of local practices and values thoughtriversal ones.
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In May 2002, after four centuries of Portugueseuizlation, 24 years of
Indonesian military occupation and near three yefiegiministration by the
United Nations, East Timor emerged as an autonormowstry within the
global scenario. The most recent portion of thisysbegins in September
1999, when a United Nations mission-supervised laopaferendum
revealed that almost 80% of the Timorese populatias against the
proposition of making of the territory an autonormquovince of the
Indonesian Republic. The referendum, which wasalrérom years of
political negotiation and armed resistance, maddrtdonesian presence in
the territory unsustainable. Its withdrawal, howewkd not occur without
great conflicts. Militia groups that favored théeigration of East Timor to
Indonesia deflagrated a terror campaign that redultithin a period of less
than two weeks, in the destruction of 70% of tmatt®y’s physical
infrastructure and the death of about one thirthefhative population.

The 1999 disaster was followed by two big Unitedidfes missions for the
reconstruction of the country — the peacekeepirggion (Interfet) and the



transitory administration (Untaet). This latter am&s internationally
recognized as a milestone in the UN missions -a# the first time that the
United Nations undertook the responsibility of arging the Executive,
Legislative and Judiciary powers of a country imfation. It was also
responsible for an enormous affluence of peopléeera and financial
resources, projects, principles and values intdgh@ory.

With the end of the Untaet and the official restioraof the independence of
the Democratic Republic of East Timor, in May 2002, the international
media started to focus their attention somewhese élowever, if today East
Timor left the stage in which internationalized seges and values circulate,
this stage has not left East Timor. It is impresdivsee the universe of
international values that circulates across thetguespecially through the
streets of its capital, Dili. Concepts, values, svaf/thinking and
conceptualizing the world and positioning ones&ib iit, all of them
pertaining to globalized ideologies, make themsepresent with the same
force and vigor of very particular forms of organgthe quotidian life.

One of the most remarkable dimensions of such peeseesides in the
ongoing projects for the affirmation of gender digpaln November 2002,
only in Dili, sixteen non-governmental organizasafeveloped actions in
favor of equality between men and women. A considlerportion of these
projects focused on the fight against domesticeviok, and this was the
purpose of a program of the United Nations Fund’impulation Activities
(UNFPA) in a partnership with the local governmevhjch destined almost
300 thousand dollars to campaigns of preventionaation against this kind
of violence.

As a matter of fact, from 2001 to 2002 the numdetamnestic violence
reports in East Timor increased considerably. Amitiegcalls answered by
the National Police of East Timor (NPET), the casledomestic violence
occupied the fifth position in the ranking of palioccurrences in 2001,
corresponding to 8% of the occurrences across ttmdevcountry. In the
following year, this participation practically ddel, reaching 15% and
ending drawn with "theft" on the second positiotthia ranking’ The
women’s organizations considered that this waslnetto an actual increase
in the cases — the husbands did not become mdent/foom one year to the
next; it was due, they said, to an increasing gtredor the denouncement of
such aggressions. Thus, many women that did natuhee their cases
before for not having anybody to resort to, now samay for making their
pain public, a way that had been opened by thateei®n campaigns and
the public power’s apparatus.

It is possible that this is partially true. Nevettésss, there is a previous
dimension that must be taken into considerationtferunderstanding of
many of the phenomena associated to this increabe ireports. In order to
make a denouncement, having someone to recewadtienough. More
importantly, there must be a case of "domesticeviok" to be denounced,
that is, it is necessary that a gesture of aggressiperceived as an



unacceptable attitude by somebody, perceived astaof violation and
violence.

Therefore, the increase in the number of denounotenséould be analyzed
within the process of construction of a narratitgender that changes the
way in which corporality is experienced in a bigtpmm of the country.
Gestures and attitudes associated to the bodyllyisegarded as being
natural, become attitudes of violence. The creatfathis new form to
express the body dimensions (and, in a more intifiéshion, the sexuality)
implies the establishment of sensitive links withey existing
representations, perceived as markers of locatittes— what is evoked as
the Timorese "culture'budayg or "manners"ddat in Indonesianlisan, in
Tetum). In this sense, the construction of a diss®postulating equality of
gender and the consequent process of creatiore @iotiditions by which the
intrafamilial physical aggression is qualified @®thestic violence" can be
construed as a process of construction of naraibeut the national
identity? By means of the conflicts generated by the afftrameof this new
kind of gender narrative, disputes between diffepeojects of national
construction can be seen, especially around tleeat axes: body, gender
and justice.

In the present text, | intend to explore the fived axes. | analyze the
encounter between a set of actions by the publieepand the civil society,
whose concern is to fight what they call "domesiidence" in East Timor,
with some local ways of living and thinking abowidy and violence. |
initially present some data on the domestic viodeincEast Timor and its
relations with ways of seeing and thinking aboulypdamily and education.
Next, | focus on some of the public policies thet Timorese State and the
organizations of the civil society have been impating in order to create
sensitivity against the domestic violence in thentoy. By colliding with
many of the local pieces of knowledge about bodygander, these policies
generate odd reactions, of opposition and synthekish express a
Timorese modernity. | believe that a better undeiding of how those
collisions operate is a way of throwing light onmmgeneral dilemmas of the
restoration of the State and civil society in EEstor.

The denaturalization of a category: an act of aggigsion or an attitude of
violence?

Even with the increased number of denouncementsvisdetected from
2001 to 2002, both the police and the women'’s degdions in East Timor
recognized that the complaints that were eventuapprted were but a small
portion of the cases that could be qualified asriéstic violence" (Untaet,
2002; OPE, 2003a). This occurred not only becausenajority of the
conflicts tended towards being solved by traditionachanisms of mediation
and justice’, but also due to the fact that many women did egard a
physical aggression as an offense to any righth@@hysical integrity, for
instance) and, therefore, as a reason for complaint



Knowing the domestic violence situation in East dirdemanded, therefore,
stepping backwards on what concerned the stati@&fere seeking to detect
the incidence of this kind of violence, it was resagy to observe what was
locally defined as such: what perceptions existemliithe act of
interpersonal aggression and how it was associaté@ senses of justice.
Some surveys executed by non-governmental orgémizaNGOs) along the
last four years provide important data on this eratt

Violence by itself is not perceived as a problem

In the final report of a qualitative research atttional justice, which
listened in depth to the accounts of 25 womentihdtgone through varied
experiences of domestic violence, the IRC (Inteonmal Rescue Committee)
emphasizes a particularity of the traditional fomhfudgment. According to
the text, “an administrator of [local] justice réss cases by focusing in the
events which occurred prior to the act of violend#oever is seen to be at
fault during that time is therefore blamed for tha&ence [...] it can be the
accused, the victim or both” (IRC, 2003b, p. 3)eToncern of da nain,
operator of the traditional justice, when listentoghe parties’ accounts, is to
recapture the attitudes that occurred previoustii¢caggression and insert
them in their original context, seeking to undewdtasho caused what until
reaching the aggression itselfhus, the aggressor is not, beforehand, the
culprit for the gesture of violence.

Such posture of the traditional forms of justicerisicized in the IRC report
because the principle, which is a guideline ofS$tege justice, that the
domestic violence is a crime regardless of theesggr’s intent, is not
utilized in them. Thus, while for the positive langiven attitude of violence
is always condemnable, for the legal sensitivita @freat portion of the
Timorese villages a gesture of aggression, howengsh intentional it may
be, is notperse, a reason to condemn somedtidor the State justice
“victim” and “aggressor" are two fixed and opposatlegories, such does not
necessarily happen in the alternative processeispfites resolutiohlnstead
of a dual classificatory system (victiversusaggressor), the operators of
these local forms of justice utilize a system vetheast four categories
(aggressed persaersusaggressor, victimersusculprit) in which,
depending on the history of the relationship betwibe parties, the culprit
may be the aggressed person.

Among other things, this tells us that, for maniages, the use of force does
not possess, by itself, a negative connotatias.rbt regarded as an
aggression and, therefore, is not seen as a prdbleiime group. The use of
physical force in the interpersonal relationshipas necessarily an offense,
and may, in certain contexts, even be an obligatfahose using it. This
verification demands a very clear analytical dmsbetween the physical and
moral dimensions of the act of aggression, an itizatas frequently explored
by L. Cardoso de Oliveira (2002), and, as we wi# §arther on, is extremely
useful for understanding the meanings of violemcEast Timof In this
manner, even if the use of force has been percéiyeshe of the parties as an
aggression (an improper gesture), such attitudenoflbe necessarily



morally condemned by tH& nain. In the recapture of the aggression
context, what is regarded as a problem becomesifitere of a previous
order? The individual that is responsible for the ruptafesuch order (and
that, by doing so, may have led someone to a vio&zction) will be the one
regarded as the culprit.

Thus, the use of force is then seen as a mechdoisecapturing the order in
the domain of the interpersonal relationships.di/rhe, therefore, a socially
legitimated tool for regulating the relations i ttommunity, and its
legitimate use is far from being regarded as a mpolyoof the State.

Violence and gender: views of the body

Another survey, conducted by an Australian NGO vigitus groups in every
subdistrict of the Covalima District, and in whichad the opportunity to
participate, brings important information on how thgic of the justified
aggression operates together with some represamgaif gender in that
district (OCAA, 2003).

In two of the subdistricts, the focus groups unanisty agreed that "a man
may beat his wife to teach heriéne bele baku nia feen atu hanorin nia
feen. In the District’s general average, this phrassched an acceptance of
50%, both among men and among women. This treveried by another
research, a statistical survey held from Octob@220 February 2003 with
women from all over the country (IRC, 2003a). Adling to the survey, 84%
of the women agree that cases of domestic violareenatters to be solved
within the family, and 51% consider that a husbhasl the right of beating
his wife if she disobeys him.

The report of the Covalima survey further states thn general, both men
and women participants tended to consider certaimg of aggression as
normal, and, as consequence, they don't look aetf@ms of aggression as
a risk, but as part of a normal relationship” (OGA&A03, p. 13). The
generally accepted forms of aggression are assddatthe (physical or
other) punishment as a way to discipline a previmmoper behavior,
regarded as inadequdfeThe women participating in the survey emphasized
that they do not accept an aggression that wadleddar, but the analysis of
the context that has generated the aggressionesait in the validation of
the gesture. In this sense, the women also usenistptheir husbands,
tearing their clothes when washing them or cookimgusy meal on purpose.

Therefore, by recapturing the division betweenghgsical and moral
dimensions of the aggression, it is easy to redliaean act of use of force,
even being regarded as a physical aggression bhpdhédual suffering it,
may have no big implications on the moral spheitarray not be perceived
as aninsult and, therefore, may not generegeentmen{Cardoso de Oliveira,
2002)!* What would define the perception of an aggresa®a moral
offense is the interpretation by one of the paniethe other’s intention. In a
certain extent, this is what is being stated byGbgalima men and women,



by identifying in the supposedly educative intentad the use of force an
element that attenuates the moral significanceeftise of force.

As a matter of fact, the act we tend to call visleand qualify negatively in
the Western modern model acquires another stamni situations in the
Southeast Asian regidAThe use of aggressive behaviors and the pradtice o
physical punishment are, in several ways, encodragdorms of

socialization. Those positive aspects of aggressiayn be construed as
expressions of different ways of understandingaibdy and its socializing
function.

The degree of tolerance with what would be a jiggtibggression is usually
associated to visible excesses on the body. Aggresthat result in bleeding
or visible physical sequels tend to be less tatek&tThus, in addition to the
original intention of the aggressor, the markshantiody also play their role
in the moral significance of the act of force. Ineatain way, the aggression
to the body is more easily perceived as an unjedtifiolence if it
materializes in perceptible marks that extrapatatgain limits. This relative
sensitivity to the body’s integrity is also bespolwe the Covalima survey.
When inquiring about the risks of successive pragies for the women —
who usually give birth to an average of 7.5 chifdfgnicef, 2002, p. xi),
although it is not uncommon to come across familiek up to twelve
siblings — the survey reveals that the participdotaot necessarily establish
a connection between the reproductive activity thiedoody’s health. The
inconvenience of a woman having too many childesides in the risk that
she may not be able to do her housework properligding busy with the
children, something that would justify an aggressiom her husband.

The medical knowledge that, in the Western modgrhis built a
sensitization regarding the care with the body esralition for the physical
and mental well-being seems not to be in operatianany Timorese
villages. The body and its senses seem, more thalay a role in the
individual welfare, to have a function in the perscsocialization. It is by
means of corporal punishment that education isieghpT his is evident in the
foreigners’ report on what they regard as an aleusse of violence (the use
of physical force and of what they regard as hwatiilg situations) in the
Timorese school¥. The act that we would calomestic violencis not,
therefore, only associated to the women'’s positighe familial structure,
but to certain conceptions on the corporal punisiiras a form of education
and to the education of the body as an instruntehisservice of the
production of subjectivities.

Gender and ethnical diversity

If it is true that the use of force against womenat associated only to a
matter of gender, on the other hand the women’gipo$n the familial

structure and the reference to a “patriarchal calfiare arguments constantly
evoked in the discourses and practices of NGOdtengovernment about

the domestic violenc@Untaet, 2002). Some remarks should be made oh wha
concerns these arguments. Speaking about the wersiamd in the familial



structure is complicated for many reasons. Fronatfaytical perspective,
many authors have already pointed out that it isyany useful to analyze a
subject’s position fixed by a gender identity, doe¢he fact that, in the
dynamics of the social relations, the subjectsatdrozen in fixed identities
(of gender or other), but articulate varied ideesit evoked in specific
situations and relationships (Butler, 1990; Cos884). In the Timorese case,
due to the island’s ethnical diversity, creatingafistraction that is applicable
to the whole country is as illusory as uselessnineCovalima, a relatively
small district, the situations in which gender égdrsome influence on the
social relations were quite variable among theidist depending on the
predominance of the Bunak groups, which were nirail, or Tetum and
Kemak, which were patrilineal. Nevertheless, soemegal traits of the
Timorese groups’ social organization can be recigghand associated to the
ways in which gender differences are evoked tafjudifferentiated
treatments for men and women.

East Timor possesses over thirty different ethricalips:® All of them
adopt a system of unilineal lineage, in its mayopi&trilineal and virilocal —
only two of them are matrilineal (in some placess ¥irilocality is used, in
others it is the matrilocality). The bride’'s weaftarlaqué exists in all of
those groups, but it is especially important amibregpatrilineal groups, in
which the payment of thearlaqueallows the couple to fix their dwelling
within the man’s group. However, tharlaqueis not a condition for a
marriage to occur. Young couples usually live tbhgefor some time without
the payment of this obligation. However, in thisegacalledkaben tama
(literally "the spouse enters"), the couple must lvith the woman'’s family,
and can only settle down in their own home, nedinbyman’s group of
origin, after the dowry’s payment is made. This nwethat the young wife is
usually a “stranger”, a newcomer in her new hoasd,should pay obedience
to the older women in the familial group. Someisethis a factor of
vulnerability of the wife in face of her spouse,ayffor having “paid” the
barlague may feel he is the “owner” of his wife, and, cegsently, has the
right of treat her as he wishes. We can, howevakemna reverse
interpretation, and say that the payment ofttaquecreates a network of
protection for the wife. By being a commitment beén families (the
payment is made by the bridegroom’s family to thiddds family), the
barlaqueplaces the relationship between spouses into texttiat goes
beyond the dyad formed by the couple, forcing phmises to take
responsibility by their behavior before the fanslidhus, the husband'’s will
may be limited by a social obligation. What somengn’s organizations
state is that this may be the original purposdebarlaque which, today,
may have been corrupted by the first interpretaf@RE, 2003a, p. 15).

The hierarchy between generations is a highly sgeprinciple, and is,
certainly, more important than gender differencethée domestic
environment of the villages. Thus, the oldest woiimathhe house has a
considerable power over men and women of the ngeserations. In a
group of the same generation, the oldest womamsarhe services of her
younger sisters for the execution of the houseazharile they are still
single. This way, although the young wife has atiigi a low prestige in the
household, as time goes by and she gets older memew come into the



house (including the couple’s daughters) and takihe maintenance of the
domestic routine. It is not by chance that the Tese markets are usually
packed with elderly women negotiating mainly witiriaultural products,
since they do not have to spend the whole day wedblith the housework
or the harvest activities.

In this sense, gender does not work alone at thepelations which
underlie the use of force in domestic relationshiis, perhaps, even a
minor factor in face of other markers, such asgierational one. Moreover,
although gender exerts its influence on many asp#dhe social life, the
ethnical differences are much more remarkableérgtiotidian relations. The
great ethnical diversity of this half-island hasduced a history of big and
small battles and a tradition of jokes and proveilas evoke conflicts
between the local identities. Thus, gender seemtorestablish a crucial
differentiation in the discourses and social psdiin East Timor. That
depends on what aspect of the social life is biangsed.

However, in the representations about the bodytitotisn we can see that
gender is an operative marker, and, in some caardje the base for
discrimination and violence. The local commerce gicample, is usually
regarded as an activity in which women are welcgmayided it does not
imply great displacement§ The concern with the displacement points to a
differentiated perception on the bodily constitatmf men and women. In

this sense, the women are seen as not strong etmaglry and use weapons
(thekatang, and, for this reason, are regarded as vulnedabieg the
displacements and do not receive permission to &egy from their villages
of birth.

Still in the sphere of the representations aboaibibdy and the reproductive
activity, it is important to point out that repradion is regarded as a
responsibility of the women — more than a mereassibility, it is usually
regarded as a duty. In spite of the Church’s disam, the concept that if a
woman does not provide her husband with childreis Isecially authorized
to get himself another wife is still usual. Thisywanfertility is always a
problem of and for the woman.

New elements on the stage

The described setting is quite characteristic efrtiral areas of the country,
where 76% of the Timorese population lives (UNICBBQ2, p. vii). The
urban environment of Dili, however, has posed amsthallenges for many
of the characteristics described above. A storylthaard about in Dili, in

the end of 2002, is very expressive on what corscivat. A Timorese man,
printing technician in a local printing office, haden married for eleven
years and had always beaten his wife. She had salfetythe physical pain,
but never cared about it. Until the moment in wisble asked for divorce.
The husband did not understand it. He did not ageeasons for it; after all,
that had been the standard conduct in their relstip for over a decade, and



she had never got annoyed by it. The novelty was ttow, his wife was
working in the local office of the Red Cross, alamith several foreign
employees. The husband came to believe that teefawrs were “planting
ideas" in his wife’s mind. Sure enough, in a ceritent, this is exactly
what has happened. The physical pain she had toeifol years was now
added to a moral suffering.

Talking to the woman that was the boss of the ipgnoffice employee, |
tried to understand what had driven the wife taseeenduring the act of
aggression. According to her, the wife was now amthof being beaten by
her husband. In face of the group that shared inatidjan life in the
workplace, that act acquired another connotatioraused shame and
humiliation — a kind of pain that only results fr@an insult. We can say that,
in face of a new context, tleet of physical aggression becameadtitude of
insultto that woman’s person. Like L. Cardoso de Ola€R002), we can
easily see here a new kind of pain, a pain thahbamtological existence,
but depends on the perception of the insult fostaxg in the world.

Somehow, that woman felt now ashamed for beinglsgzhhy her husband,
and this new kind of pain she could not bear. ¢meat extent due to the
social contact with the foreigners, the physicajragsion acquired a new
meaning, a reason for shame and humiliation. Irvienw, we can say that
what used to bphysical aggressiohad becoméomestic violence

But those ideas do not come only from expatrid@®ign employees) of the
UN system. There are important local actors adtrigcorporate gender
equality into the national agenda and providingaggression against women
with a new meaning. In addition to the several Tiese NGOs for protection
of the women’s rights’ the government possessed an Office of Advisement
to the Prime Minister for Promotion of Gender EdydlOPE — Office for
Promotion of Equality), a position occupied by aweam that is an activist of
the Timorese women’s movement, and which has beaivied in this cause
since 1975.

The OPE, in a joint project with the United Natidasnd for the Population
(UNFPA), has been, as of 2002, leading a serieverfits — campaigns,
inquiries, working up of legislation, radio and BYfows — that, little by little,
are consolidating, especially in the urban envirentof Dili, the expression
“domestic violence” as the definer of a new moyatitat makes of the
physical aggression within the family, especiatiytte women, an
unacceptable act. This new morality has also chattgeway by which
people seek to solve what they come to regarddéspate — or a conflict to
be settled. This new category encompasses diffatétdes that, previously,
had also different local statuses. An example isfiththe physical aggression
between spouses. In Tetum, the lingua franca aadbthe official
languages of the country, it is defined by a réflexerb,baku malufight
each other, confront each other). This pointsgeraeption in which violence
is not practiced by an aggressor and suffered\bgtin, but is an act of
reciprocal misunderstanding, which makes of théititmal mediator’s

efforts an attempt to fix up such misunderstandentioan to punish an



aggressor. Whileaku maludoes not characterize a dispute, “domestic
violence” does characterize it. The first one disharmony that needs to be
harmonized; the second one is a conflict invohangrong party and a right
party, and the wrong party should be punistied.

The concern with consolidating the concept tahestic violences a crime,
regardless of the aggressor’s motivation, cause®fE to propound a
specific legislation on the theme, instituting tene of domestic violence
and providing legal support to the operators of3tete law. Thus, from 2002
to 2003, a bill was prepared by a group of humghtsi consultants and
activists, and a national consultation was condlicterder to discuss the
bill with the local communities (OPE, 2003b). Themosed law resulting
from this process is entirely guided by internagiicstandards of human rights
and respect to gender equality, and engaged itimgegaechanisms for
supporting the victims and reeducating the aggressoaddition to the new
legislation, OPE and UNFPA have developed, togetfier the Office of the
General Prosecutor of East Timor, a guidebook ofgulures for the action
of the public prosecutors in the cases of domegtience (Guide, 2003).

If those measures aimed at strengthening the aofitire operators of Law in
the Timorese courtrooms, on the other hand the UN&#RI the Office for
Promotion of Equality took steps also for strengthg the other extremity of
the legal system: the police. A module about doimegtlence was, then,
included in the training of cadets in the policademy of Dili, causing every
police officer graduated for the NPET to have Hmikic notions of assistance
to the victims and some familiarity with terms s@sh*human rights”,
“women’s rights”, “gender equality”, and so on. Mower, a conjoint work
with the national office of the Vulnerable Persthst (VPU) of NPET took
measures to hold training sessions in every digoicthe local units of VPU,
capacitating police officers for the assistanceases of sexual and domestic
violence.

Similarly with the government, projects created\®yOs and groups with
higher influence on the country inland have been alldressing the violence
against women. Workshops for the formation of ®esnon sexual violence
were held by the Australian Caritas in a numbatistfricts. In other ones,
NGOs for the defense of the women'’s rights, sudRaksipers, conducted
workshops of communitarian mobilization for locabgps™®

This set of actions has been exerting an impattoenwomen lend a
meaning to the aggressions they suffer. This eralsdo construe the
incredible increase in the complaintsdofmestic violencto the police (from
8%, in 2001, to 15% of the complaints in 2002) m&gpression that
something is really changing in the meanings aedrib body, gender and
violence in East Timor. In this process, local apts are linked to ideas and
values borrowed from the Western modernity, praalgicidd syntheses, not
always desired by the discourse that postulatedegeaquality.

An example of this kind of unexpected effect ocedrduring a training
session for the police, and was witnessed by na@ imland district. In the



training, in which routines for the investigatiohaases of sexual violation
were presented, one of the local police officeisedhhis hand. He had some
guestions about the great number of sexual viglat@mplaints they had
been receiving along the last months. Based ost#iistics, we could then
say that the gender equality discourse was opgratinsformations in the
place. Could it be that those Timorese people Wweo®ming less “indulgent
with regard to violence"? Many complaints weredilgy parents that came to
accuse one or other young man from their villageasing seduced their
daughter, asking the police to arrest him undechage of rape. When
proceeding to the investigation, however, the gotifficers found out that
the picture was rather different. In many casesrhelved youngsters had
been dating for quite a while and intended to gatried, but the families had
not agreed on the matrimonial exchanges involveteroride’s wealth. In
some cases the negotiation had reached a deadrehdyy involving the
police in the story, the girl’s family sought togtuthe boy’s family into
accepting their demands. The police officer didkmmtw what action to take
in situations like these. Was he or was he noaée fof a criminal case?
Should he or should he not accept the rape acon8aiVas it or was it not a
case to be taken into Coufft® did not look like that to him, but the parents
got furious when he told them that, perhaps, thesewnot in face of a crime.
For those parents, there could not be a biggeatwnl than that non-
authorized access to their daughters’ body.

More than a case of a mistaken use of the polisistasce, this seems to me
a case of strategical use of the new categoriesdinted by the discourse on
gender equality. Knowing or not that the casesatdsvas not a crime to the
eyes of the Law, those people went to the policearch of an additional
resource that could result in pressure on the yooaug's family to force
them to pay théarlaque Thus, we would have the manipulation of an
instrument of the Western modernity (the policejrestitution of the modern
State) to ensure a traditional right — or a rigjiatt twas regarded as legitimate
based on the local tradition, but had no legal stipphatsoever in the
modern structure of State or in the formal systéijngiice. Moreover, we
would have the local population manipulating a mewcept, pertaining to
the Western modernity ("sexual violation or violet)¢ with the purpose of
solving a dispute associated to native customs.

Gender and national identity

The relation of the new narrative of gender withatvs locally perceived as
pertaining to the Timorese culture or customs litndaque for instance) is
delicate. The OPE itself, in the campaign launabrethe international day
for the elimination of violence against women inMdmber 25, 2002,
presented the slogan: "Gender-based violence ia patt of the Timorese
culture" ["violensia basea ba gender laos kultwmatHimor nian", in Tetum].

This slogan was a clear effort to respond to titeciams that the institution
of a new morality for gender relations could beenace for the local culture.



The efficacy of this process — its ability of hayithe desired result in the
quotidian life of a great portion of the local pégtion — depends, in a great
extent, on how it relates to the legitimacy of beal forms of authority. We
cannot expect that this new discourse is incorpdrhy the population — or
even perceived as a legitimate one — without san &f sanction by the
traditional leaderships. The discourse of gendagakty cannot do so easily
without the local support. Mentioning the histolic@ment of a similar kind
of commitment — the proposition of a (modernizingjional project with the
traditional authorities in East Timor - Jannisaesa

“I will put forth the idea here that the "modermda traditional” - or the élite and the maubere -
levels of East Timorese society did not really oompntil the early 1980s, when FALINTIL under
Xanana first asked the population if they shouldgdighting and then changed the direction of
the resistance struggle, away from a military Idgiace there was no possibility that the war could
be won by military means anyway) towards a strugdieh actively involved all strata of society.
When the katuas, the elders, along with the gregonity of the population, in 1981 decided to
support Xanana and Falintil, they at the same suiescribed to the above abstract idea of East
Timor, an imagined community in Benedict Andersomtsds.” (2002, pp. 26-27).

Similarly, the equality discourse seeks to proselftby avoiding a
confrontation with symbols that are regarded asrtign of the local
tradition. This kind of concern has led the PGHEotmulate its strategy of
fight that was synthesized in that slogan. HoweiWeve recall the moral
dimension that must be present in order to makbkeact of aggression an
attitude of violence, the slogan acquires anotheaming. As a matter of fact,
the concept that the physical aggression to fetmadiées is an attitude of
violence, named “gender violence", is not reallsliiled in the Timorese
culture. And, in this sense, we can state thatdbenestic violence" is not
"part of the Timorese culture”, but is presentlinge'invented” in this
society.

Conclusion

East Timor has been for centuries a space whewratit peoples, different
forms of social organization and cultural valuethga Such tradition of
bordering space seems to reappear in this momeime iprocess of fight
against domestic violence, in which different confing sensitivities are
detected not only on what concerns the domestienoe theme, but also the
very meaning of such concept. In this encounterdiliergences are the
motto. Sometimes what is defined by the Law asraecrs not perceived as
such in the conceptions of the local communitiespetimes what is locally
perceived as a crime is not defined as such bidhe

Within this scenario, however, there is a genem@lement to transform, in
the moral sphere, the subjective (although pubbbigred) meaning of the
use of force in the domestic relations. In ordereftrain such use, the local
repertory acquires the conceptdafmestic violencas a form of negatively
valuing an act of aggression; as a form of institua change in the moral



dimension of the violence that thoroughly alters theaning of its physical
experience. Thus, even before being foughtdufinestic violenceust be
invented.

Drawing attention to the socially constructed chtenof violence, however,
does not mean to disregard pains of other natotenatessarily named as
domestic violence. On the contrary, by paying diberto this dimension of
the phenomenon, we may, inclusively, lend visipild pains that are often
not associated to the materiality of the woundedlyb®uring the national
consultation for the preparation of the law on dstigeviolence, for example,
the groups (especially the traditional leadershigsially did not accept the
concept that every act of violence is a crime. @itwaips tended to establish
different levels of violence, regarding a mild aggpion, or an aggression
applied with the purpose of educating, as a noaspéct of a relationship.
Although the participants were refractory to regswche kinds of “violence”
as crimes, the range of what could be construediets was considerably
ample. According to the groups, if a man got hirfngebther woman without
the consent of the first one, this would be a ctese of violence. Thus, even
without perceiving the physical aggression as viode a social life was
assigned to another kind of pain, which had nothindo with the body; a
kind of pain that can only be explained to thetighthe perception of a
moral offense.

Another group stated that a man should never foicife to obey him
against her will. This would be an offense to thmman’s right of having her
opinion and will respected within the householdwviied, of course, that her
will would not imply to abandon her duties. Otheougps regarded as much
more serious than a slap the fact of a man notuttimg his first wife before
getting himself a second one, or qualified as viotethe disrespect to the
woman'’s right ofnot wantingto report the case to the police (Simido, 2005).
Thus, the denaturalization of the category "vio&ralows us to perceive the
way in which acts not necessarily associated tioyaipal aggression may be
construed, to the light of the local morality, &ywserious forms of insult —
forms that are, indeed, casesvmflencefor many Timorese women.

On the other hand, in addition to the conflictsimatn different conceptions
about violence, the observed material seem to poiodnflicts between local
pieces of knowledge (also multiple and contradigtand a technical and
political knowledge pertaining to the Western maitgr From this encounter
of pieces of knowledge on body, family, gender, giotence, mediated by
the intentions of a political game and locally npatated by men and
women, the production of a Timorese modernity tesél modernity in
which different sensitivities concerning body, jostand gender relations
interact, generating different responses at everment

Moreover, by articulating both more general repnéstions about body,
violence and education and localized experiencesqufotidian pain in
bodies marked by gender and generation, domestiende may be regarded
as a particularly important theme for the undeditagn of some dilemmas of
the Timorese modernization. At the same time inctvthey speak of private



conflicts, incarnated in particular bodies andtietss, the contradictions of
the process of combat to domestic violence poiotigoing changes in the
Timorese society in a more general sphere, artiogladifferent notions of
legal right, justice and individual.
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Notes

1 The National Police of East Timor was formallgtituted in May 2002,
with the restoration of the independence. Befoag, thowever, the police
assistance and the record of occurrences weralglpsformed by the
United Nations police (UNPOL) in conjoint with Timase natives. The 2001
data concern the assistances that were made bnth@, but are present in
the statistics history of the current NPET.

2 In 2001, according to a NPET report, of a tofat,817 occurrences, 382
were of domestic violence. In 2002, the domestitevice complaints
reached 853 of 5,576 occurrences.

3 For a discussion on the role played by narratdfegender in dispute in the
affirmation of national identities in the Southeaion of Asia, see Ong and
Peletz (1995), Edwards and Roces (2000) and Jaglanai(1994).

4 East Timor possesses just four Justice Countsigifnout the whole country,
which makes difficult the physical access to thete&Sjustice. Although the
police have a bigger penetration in the countrg,gbpulation fears to take
familial cases to the police precincts, since dythe 24 years of occupation
the police had been mainly in the hands of Indamesi

5 Alia nain from Dili told me about an example of this kindatfitude
concerning a case of conflict between neighbonestident had taken the
case before thia nain, accusing his neighbor of having killed one of his
pigs. The neighbor explained that the pig was dgstg his crop, and that he
had warned the accuser repeatedly to confine tineshrSince the pig had

not been confined and went on destroying his diepneighbor killed it. In

the trial conducted by tH& nain, the neighbor’s reaction had been fair, and,
therefore, he was not to blame for the pig’s deblie pig had been killed

due to the negligence of its owner, who, in thisecavas not entitled to any
compensation.

6 About the notion of juridical sensitivity and haweconstitutes different
senses of justice in different cultures, see G&a28).

7 1 use the expression "alternative processesspitiés resolution” in
reference to the traditional forms of justice (lofoams of mediation and
judgment of disputes, coordinated by the traditidemderships of the
Timorese villages). It should not be mistaken byliaon, also alternative to
courtrooms, but executed under the aegis of the §itstice.



8 | think that, in order to emphasize this differenwe should use words such
as violence, aggression and force more accurd#hyproposition is to speak
of "use of force" in reference to the factual dirsien, "physical aggression”
when the force is publicly perceived as an unjigstiexcess, and "insult"
when it acquires a negative moral connotationhis $ense, an act of force,
even being felt as a physical aggression, may eahlaracterized as an
insult, since the moral dimension may radicallyrdi@the meaning of the
physical experience.

9 Several authors regard the sense of the Timaradiéional justice as a
ritual for the restoration of the social order afich broken harmony that
needs to be re-established (Soares, 2002; Hoh8).Z88r Soares, for
instance, the rituals for the resolution of contfliare "only a portion of a big
process that seeks to link the past and the futorejucting society to an
ultimate state of social stability, in which peasetenity and honesty
prevail".

10 The examples of women’s misbehaviors are usaabByciated to the non-
execution of the household chores, while the menigbehaviors are related
to the loss of money in bets and drunkenness.

11 L. Cardoso de Oliveira borrows from Strawsoresample that elucidates
how resentment is less associated to the factsséflees than to the
perception of the intentions that are subjaceatdoven attitude. "If someone
steps on my hand by accident, while trying to ety the pain may not be
less intense than if they step on it as an actwhsive disregard to my
existence [...]. But, usually, I will feel in thesnd case a kind and degree of
resentment that | will not feel in the first on&tawsonapudL. Cardoso de
Oliveira, 2002, p. 82).

12 Recently, a colleague that was returning frogfield investigation in the
Western region of Java told me that a North-Amerifight movie that, in the
United States, portrayed the battle between a#edaa criminal had its title
translated in Java to “The two heroes". On whateams the meaning of
violence in the mediation of conflicts of differemdtures in that region, see
Robinson (1995), Aragon (2001) and Acciaioli (2001)

13 A lady that | interviewed in the district CouwftDili, and had suffered a
fierce physical aggression from her husband, tadmthese very words:
"spanking with the purpose of teaching is one thihig (pointing to her
bandaged head) is another".

14 Some Portuguese teachers that, at the servibe &ortuguese mission in
East Timor, acted along several months in Timoseseols would usually
express a deep discomfort in face of what theyrdeghas unreasonable
punishments, applied by their local colleaguehéostudents. Accounts about
little boys being forced to stand under the surhfmurs or to kneel on corn
seeds, or simply being slapped around due to ndisturbances in the
classroom were often heard.



15 The exact number of languages and ethnic grioupast Timor is a
controversial matter. In this regard, see Scho(2661).

16 Men and women are present in the markets alimdisé same number,
but trading different products. The women usuadly wegetables, eggs and
industrialized products imported (or smuggled) frimmionesia, while the
men deal with meat (buffaloes, cattle, chickengs jgind goats) and alcoholic
beverages (the palm-winea mutin and its distillatetua sab\).

17 The women’s movement in Dili counted, in 2003 sexteen
organizations. Two NGOs stood out in the assistam@gomen that were
victims of violence: Fokupers, presently led by ygactivists graduated in
Indonesian universities; and Etwave, founded amdigidtered by a militant
of the women’s rights.

18 The relational character of the domestic viodehad already been pointed
out in studies such as the ones by Gregori (19938)Gxossi (1998), which
displaced the analysis’ focus from the woman tocthrgugality. In this sense,
even in contexts in which the physical aggresssasocially perceived as
violence and legally represented as the actiondybgect on a victim, a set
of reciprocal responsibilities is always present.

19 It is interesting to observe, however, that woimerganizations such as
OPMT and OMT, which are historical and mass orgaions, have been
relatively distant from the theme of domestic vimle, developing activities
predominantly associated to the generation of @wizsincome.

20 The instruction provided by the trainers, adégjt@the formal
procedures, was that the police officer shouldawoept this kind of case,
since the sexual intercourse had been consentdahcacrime had been
perpetrated. What the officer could do was to saggethe family to file a
civil suit with the district Court.

21 For a detailed understanding of the differenjqmts in dispute in the
construction of a modern State in East Timor, ska £004).
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