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Fig. S1 TEM images of the gold nanorods (a, Length: 40.2 + 5.3 nm, Diameter: 10.6 + 1.2 nm) and
those treated with CuCl, (b, Length: 41.0 + 4.2 nm, Diameter: 11.6 £ 1.3 nm) or Fe(NO3)s (c, Length:
39.1 £ 5.3 nm, Diameter: 11.0 + 1.4 nm) at room temperature for 30 mins.
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Fig. S2 The UV-Vis absorption spectra of the gold nanorods etched in the presence of 55 mM FeCl; and

2 mM CTAB at different temperatures. 5°C (hollow squares), 35°C (solid squares).
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