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I t i s no acci dent t hat Mar x shoul d have begun wi t h an anal ysi s of commodi t i es when, i n t he t wo

gr eat wor ks of hi s mat ur e per i od, he set out t o por t r ay capi t al i st soci et y i n i t s t ot al i t y and t o l ay bar e

i t s f undament al nat ur e . For at t hi s st age i n t he hi st or y of manki nd t her e i s no pr obl emt hat does not

ul t i mat el y l ead back t o t hat quest i on andt her e i s no sol ut i on t hat coul d not be f ound i n t he sol ut i on

t o t he r i ddl e of t he commodi t y- st r uct ur e .

Baudr i l l ar d and Fr ankf ur t

G. Lukacs

Hi st or y and Cl ass Consci ousness

I deol ogy can no l onger be under st ood as an i nf r a- super st r uct ur al r el at i on bet ween a mat er i al

pr oduct i on ( syst em and r el at i ons of pr oduct i on) and a pr oduct i on of si gns ( cul t ur e, et c . ) whi ch

expr esses and mar ks t he cont r adi ct i ons at t he " base" . Hencef or t h, al l of t hi s compr i ses, wi t h t he

same degr ee of obj ect i vi t y, agener al pol i t i cal economy ( i t s cr i t i que) , whi ch i s t r aver sed t hr oughout

by t he same f or m and admi ni st er ed by t he same l ogi c .

Jean Baudr i l l ar d

For A Cr i t i que of t he

Pol i t i cal Economy of t he Si gn

I n t he af f l uent conf or mi sm of t he post - war boom, and now agai n i n t he

post - 60s di si l l usi onment of our own mean- spi r i t ed and r e- di sci pl i ned t i mes,

cr i t i cal soci al t hought has r evi ved t he Fr ankf ur t School ' s spect r e of a capi t al i sm
t hat has f i nal l y mast er ed i t s own hi st or i ci t y and so l i qui dat ed any endogenous
capaci t y i t may once have had f or r edempt i ve sel f - t r ansf or mat i on .

I t i s per haps not ewor t hy t hat t he l at est avat ar s of t hi s gl oomy ent el echy

have emer ged not f r omGer many, t he l and of i t s bi r t h, but f r omFr ance ; and, at

t hat , f r om among an i nt el l ect ual gener at i on t hat cut i t s t eet h on a pol emi c

agai nst humani zed Hegel and dedi cat ed i t sel f t her eaf t er t o t he phi l osophi cal

di smant l i ng of al l t he ot her cr umbl i ng r emnant s of West er n l ogocent r i sr i m. I The

r easons f or t hi s st r ange par adi gmat i c cr oss- over ar e par t l y pol i t i cal . I n post -

Hi t l er Ger many, t he neo- Kant i an and ant i - Romant i c t ur n t aken by cr i t i cal t heor y

under Haber mas and hi s f ol l ower s was pr edi cat ed on t he r ecover y of evol u-

t i onar y opt i mi sm. That ( West ) Ger man t hought si nce t hen has been abl e t o

sust ai n t hi s l i ber al mood i s i n some measur e due t o t he r el at i ve per si st ence i n

t hat count r y of t he ext r a- Par l i ament ar y act i vi sm i ni t i at ed dur i ng t he 60s . I n
Fr ance t o t he cont r ar y, May 68 was a bol t f r omt he st ar s, as del i r i ousl y f est i ve and
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t ot al as i t was ephemer al : har d even t o r ecal l i n t he busi ness- as- usual nor mal i t y

whi ch so r api dl y and depr essi ngl y f ol l owed . Faced af t er war ds wi t h a choi ce

bet ween t he PCF ( and Uni on des Gauches) and Gaul l i sm, i t i s not sur pr i si ng t hat

r adi cal Fr ench t heor y shoul d begi n t o di spl ay si gns of ul t i mat i sm and despai r .

But besi des t hese mat t er s of cont ext , Fr ench t hought i n i t s moment of

deconst r uct i on has al so come t o di spl ay pr of ound concept ual par al l el s wi t h t he

ear l i er ent er pr i se of negat i ve di al ect i cs . Bot h r ef l ect t he out come of a woul d- be

synt het i c medi t at i on on Mar x, Ni et zche and Fr eud ; bot h shar e a mor t al f ear of .

t he soci al wor l d' s i deol ogi cal sel f - encl osur e ; and bot h exhi bi t a moder ni st

det er mi nat i on t o demol i sh syst emat i ci t y, even at t he l evel of cr i t i que i t sel f . For

t hat r eason, and despi t e t hei r ot her wi se i r r econci l abl e epi st emi c di f f er ences,

post - st r uct ur al i sm t oday enj oys an al most pr i vi l eged access t o t he pr evi ousl y

i nadmi ssi bl e ( because Hegel i an and ant i - obj ect i vi st ) t er r ai n of Hor khei mer ,

Ador no and Mar cuse, and t hus al so t o t hose t hi nker s' t r agi c r eadi ng of moder n

hi st or y as t he st or y of Enl i ght enment ' s i nel uct abl e pr ogr ess t owar ds t ot al

unf r eedom.

Per haps t he cl ear est and cer t ai nl y t he most soci ol ogi cal l y expl i ci t i nst ance

of what one mi ght cal l neo- Mar cusi an r easoni ng i n cont empor ar y Fr ench

t hought i s t he wor k of Jean Baudr i l l ar d?

Ther e i s admi t t edl y a wor l d ( i . e . an ont ol ogy) of di f f er ence bet ween

Mar cuse' s one- di mensi onal soci et y and Baudr i l l ar d' s code- domi nat ed or der of

gener al i zed exchange . I n t he pr axi s- based cat egor i es of t he f or mer i t i s

i nst r ument al r eason whi ch i s i dent i f i ed as t he gl aci al l y r ei f yi ng agent ; wher eas

i n t he l at t er , f ounded on a neo- Dur khei mi an ant hr opol ogy of mor al r eci pr oci t y,

t he cul pr i t i s commodi t y semi osi s and t he uni ver sal i zed commut abi l i t y of

val ues . But at a deeper l evel t hese cr i t i cal vi si ons conver ge i n t hei r common

pr oj ect i on of advanced capi t al i st soci et y as a model whose f i xed det er mi na-

t i ons pr opel t he col l ect i vi t y t owar ds a ki nd of sl owbut pai nl ess spi r i t ual deat h .

Baudr i l l ar d, l i ke Mar cuse, has al so t r i ed t o pr ovi de psychoanal yt i c gr ound f or

t hi s dyst opi an t el eol ogy by demonst r at i ng i t s consonance wi t h t he mor bi d

pr ompt i ngs of a syst emat i cal l y r epr essed desi r e .3 Li kewi se, Baudr i l l ar d' s

soci ol ogi cal i nvest i gat i ons i nt o mass- medi at i zed consumer i sm, t he mai n

subst ance of hi s oeuvr e, essent i al l y pur sue l i nes of enqui r y pr evi ousl y opened

up by t he Fr ankf ur t School . The gui di ng assumpt i ons ar e i dent i cal : t hat t he mass

cul t ur al i nst ance has become cr uci al t o soci al r epr oduct i on, t hat i t r epr esent s

i ndeed a st r at egi c bui l t - i n mechani smf or ensur i ng t he soci al or der ' s r eal st at i s

t hr ough al l t he i nci pi ent upheaval s i t cont i nues t o i nduce, and t hat t hi s i s why

t he Revol ut i on ( i f t he t er m r et ai ns any meani ng) has per haps per manent l y

mi ssed t he hi st or i cal boat .

Ther e i s no doubt t hat Baudr i l l ar d' s expl or at i on of t hese t hemes i s pat h-

br eaki ng . Hi s pr obl emat i zat i on of what one mi ght cal l commodi t y semi osi s i n

t he age of t el evi sed r epet i t i on r epr esent s i n many r espect s a si gni f i cant advance

over Benj ami n, and cer t ai nl y over t he Nor t h Amer i can mass soci et y cr i t i cs he

al so appr opr i at es . Mor e t han any ot her cont empor ar y t hi nker he has succeeded

i n pl aci ng t he , changed ar t i cul at i on of cul t ur e and economy i n advanced
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capi t al i st soci et y f i r ml y on t he t heor et i cal agenda . But ul t i mat el y, i woul d ar gue,

t he t heor et i cal power of hi s anal ysi s i s r est r i ct ed by t he same quasi - f at al i st i c

ci r cul ar i t y t hat vi t i at ed t he Fr ankf ur t School ' s or i gi nal ci vi l i zat i onal l ament . I n

Der r i di an t er ms : however decent r ed and i ndet er mi nat e, t he code t hat has

al l egedl y t r i umphed i s never t hel ess a l ogos, par t i cul ar l y when i dent i f i ed wi t h

deat h ; and such an ascr i pt i on must i t sel f f al l pr ey t o t he suspi ci on of

l ogocent r i sm. Ot her wi se put : we do not escape t he i dent i t y pr i nci pl e si mpl y by

i dent i f yi ng t he wel t gei st as a cor pse .

Mor e pr agmat i cal l y, any r epr esent at i on of soci al r eal i t y as cul t ur al l y ( and

t her ef or e pol i t i cal l y) encl osed i n t he uni di mensi onal i t y of a si ngul ar psychi c

space - wi t h Baudr i l l ar d t hi s i s st r uct ur al , abst r act and at t he second degr ee -

i s vul ner abl e t o t he count er f act ual exper i ence of ' act ual ' hi st or y . Theor y must

be adequat e t o expl ai n and account f or gl obal di st ur bances l i ke t hose of t he 60s

whi ch shake t he syst em of hegemony t o i t s f oundat i ons . I t i s al so i mpor t ant t o

expl i cat e t he nor mal pl ay of cul t ur al and mor al pol i t i cs - st r uggl es over sexual ,

f ami l i al , aest het i c, r el i gi ous, et c . , modes and symbol s - whi ch cont i nual l y

medi at e, somet i mes expl osi vel y, t he hi er ar chi cal f or ce- f i el d of compet i ng

mat er i al sel f - i nt er est s .

On t hi s scor e, per haps, i t mi ght be cl ai med t hat Baudr i l l ar d i s i n f act

somewhat l ess undi al ect i cal t han some of hi s Fr ankf ur t f or ebear s . Wher eas i n

The Di al ect i c of Enl i ght enment i t i s cr i t i cal t heor y i t sel f whi ch must bear t he f ul l

wei ght of opposi t i on, 4 hi s own ant hr opol ogi cal ont ol ogy of symbol i c exchange

comes cl ose t o endowi ng even t he whol l y r ei f i ed wor l d of l a soci et e de

consommat i on wi t h a pr i nci pl e of i nt er nal cont r adi ct i on. Symbol i c exchange, i n

t he pr i mor di al f or ms of gi f t , f est i val , and sacr i f i ce, can no mor e be r epr essed

t han l anguage ; and so t he mor e t he ' st r uct ur al l aw of val ue' dessi cat es soci al

space, t he mor e i t s unsat i sf i ed r eci pr oci t i es, i nvest ed wi t h r epr essed l i bi di nal

ener gy, come t o haunt al l t he comer s of soci al l i f e, t hr eat eni ng const ant l y t o

di sr upt t he r epet i t i ve dumb- show t hat has come t o monopol i ze t he st age .

Hence, f or Baudr i l l ar d, t he Days of May . And al so, t he pr of ound si gni f i cance of

even such t r i vi al occur r ences as t he gr eat NewYor k gr af f i t i out br eak i n 1972, 5

and ( i n a dar ker vei n) of t hat mor e per manent r ound of medi a- at t uned symbol i c-

come- act ual pol i t i cal vi ol ence t o whi ch t he West er n wor l d has become

accust omed over t he past t wo decades :

I n t he f ace of pur el y symbol i c bl ackmai l ( t he bar r i cades of 68,

host age- t aki ng) power f al l s apar t : si nce i t l i ves of f my sl ow

deat h, I oppose i t wi t h my vi ol ent deat h . And i t i s because we

l i ve of f a sl owdeat h t hat we dr eamof a vi ol ent one . Thi s ver y

dr eam i s i nt ol er abl e t o power . 6

But i f Baudr i l l ar d' s soci al t opol ogy does pr ovi de a space f or ot her ness and by

t he same t oken f or cr i si s i t never t hel ess t akes f or gr ant ed t hat t he pr ospect of

cl ass upheaval has passed and t hat capi t al i sm' s cont r adi ct or i ness has come t o

be conf i ned t o t he pl ane of i t s cul t ur al det er mi nat i ons . Occl udi ng t he pl ay of
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i nt er est s and cont r a Mar x, t r ansf or mat i on i s onl y i magi nabl e i n t hi s per spect i ve

as t he quasi - magi cal i r r upt i on of symbol i c pol i t i cs so t hat we ar e l ef t wonder i ng

whet her Baudr i l l ar d has abandoned al l hope of t her e bei ng any act ual exi t f r om

capi t al i sm at al l . Mor eover , t he ant agoni smhe posi t s bet ween symbol i c and

semi ot i c exchange? i s pi t ched at so abst r act i ndeed met aphysi cal a l evel t hat t he

whol e t heor et i cal const r uct , despi t e i t sel f , ef f ect i vel y r epl i cat es t he hi st or i cal

cl osur e t hat f or ms t he ' r eal ' obj ect of i t s cr i t i que . I n t hi s sense, however sel f -

cr i t i cal l y, Baudr i l l ar d' s soci ol ogy r emai ns t r apped wi t hi n t he or der of t he

si mul acr um. Far f r om havi ng smashed t hat mi r r or , hi s deconst r uct i on of

pol i t i cal economy ser ves ul t i mat el y onl y t o shi f t i t s angl e ; so t hat wher e i t once

r ef l ect ed t he code of pr oduct i on i t now r ef l ect s t he code of t he Code i n a

met apsychol ogi cal si mul at i on of t he f our t h degr ee . 8 Cor r el at i vel y, and beyond a

cer t ai n l evel of i ncr easi ngl y poet i c abst r act i on, Baudr i l l ar d' s f or mul at i ons l eave

t he medi at ed and conf l i ct ual i nst i t ut i on of commodi f i ed cul t ur e i n r eal hi st or y,

and t he act ual pol i t i cs t o whi ch t hat pr ocess gi ves r i se, deepl y i n t he t heor et i cal

shade .
Now what i s not ewor t hy about t he Baudr i l l ar di an ci r cl e, beyond t he

pr of undi t y of t he pessi mi sm whi ch mot i vat es i t , i s t hat i t der i ves f r om a

concept ual r educt i on at t he cent r e of what i s at t he same t i me i t s most i nci si ve

soci o- hi st or i cal i nsi ght : namel y, t hat i n l at e capi t al i sm si gn and commodi t y

have f used, gi vi ng r i se t o a newf or mof obj ect ( t he si gn- commodi t y) and a new

or der of domi nat i on ( t he ensembl e of i nst i t ut i ons and di scour ses whi ch make

up consumer cul t ur e) nei t her of whi ch oper at e any l onger accor di ng t o t he

di ct at es of a st r i ct l y capi t al i st ( i . e, economi c) l ogi c .

The pr obl em i s t hat i n t hemat i zi ng t hi s devel opment Baudr i l l ar d has

conf l at ed t wo qui t e di f f er ent aspect s of t he pr ocess : t he t r ansf or mat i on of si gns
i nt o commodi t i es, ul t i mat el y r epr esent ed by t he r i se of t he cul t ur e i ndust r y, and

t he t r ansf or mat i on, vi a mass mar ket i ng, f ashi on and st at us compet i t i on, of
commodi t i es i nt o si gns . I t i s t he l at t er whi ch i nt er est s hi m, pr ovi di ng as i t does a

f r amewor k f or anal yzi ng howt he sacr ed and soci al l y essent i al r eal mof symbol i c

val ue has been ef f ect i vel y evacuat ed by publ i c di scour se . But t he ot her

moment , t he penet r at i on of cul t ur e by t he commodi t y f or m, whi ch t o be sur e
al so has f ar - r eachi ng consequences f or syst emi c i nt egr at i on, needs t o be
separ at el y consi der ed . Not onl y does Baudr i l l ar d f ai l t o do t hi s, but by pal mi ng

t he commer ci al di mensi on of post - i ndust r i al cul t ur al f or mat i on under t he si gn

of t he Si gn, hi s at t ent i on i s def l ect ed f r om any di r ect consi der at i on of t he

cul t ur al dynami cs associ at ed wi t h t he br oader and al ways ongoi ng pr ocess of

commodi f i cat i on as such .

I f , t hen, t he Baudr i l l ar di an pr obl emat i c' i s t o be pot ent i at ed as t he st ar t i ng-

poi nt f or a f r esh r ound of enqui r i es and r ef l ect i ons on our hi st or i cal si t uat i on,
i t s cr uci al el i si ons must be addr essed, and t he t ot al i sm of t he model cor r es

pondi ngl y deconst r uct ed i n t he l i ght of t he compl exi t i es whi ch t hat woul d

i nt r oduce . I t i s i n t hat spi r i t , and wi t h t he admi t t ed r i sk of f al l i ng back i nt o t he
swamp of second- or der , i . e . pol i t i cal economi c si mul at i on, t hat t he f ol l owi ng
ver y pr el i mi nar y consi der at i ons ar e put f or war d . Above al l , t hei r mai n ai mi s t o
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open up t he quest i on of how, besi des pr ovi di ng t he basi s f or a new ( post - cl ass?)

mode of hegemony, cul t ur al commodi f i cat i on and t he i mpact of commodi f i ca-

t i on on cul t ur e can cr eat e t he space f or a ki nd of pol i t i cs .

Commodi f i cat i on as cul t ur al pr ovocat eur

The expansi oni st pr i nci pl e bui l t i nt o t he accumul at i on pr ocess, wher ei n

mar ket sur vi val necessi t at es gr owt h, has cr eat ed a f or m of soci et y whose

devel opment t o an unpr ecedent ed degr ee has f ol l owed a pat h of const ant

upheaval and sel f - over haul . Evi dent l y, and her e t oo capi t al i smhas changed, t he

mat er i al cont r adi ct i ons of cl ass and economy anal yzed at l engt h by Mar x by no

means exhaust t he l i st of per t i nent ef f ect s . For besi des gener at i ng an ever mor e

el abor at e, di f f er ent i at ed and at t he same t i me i nt er nat i onal i zed pl ay of i nt er est

ant agoni sms, and medi at i ng i t t hr oughout , capi t al has al so t ended t o make

soci o- cul t ur al waves as i t s i mper at i ves and modal i t i es have st eadi l y i mposed

t hemsel ves and t hei r r est l ess dynami c over t he ent i r e sur f ace and dept h of

soci al l i f e .

The waves t hat have emanat ed f r om capi t al i st dynami sm at t he poi nt of

pr oduct i on ar e per haps t he most f ami l i ar aspect s of t hi s pr ocess . Si nce t he

dawni ng of i ndust r y i t has been cl ear t hat t he t echnol ogi cal r evol ut i on usher ed

i n by t he Renai ssance and i nst al l ed by mar ket soci et y at t he per manent cent r e of

i t s pr oduct i on pr ocess was bound t o t r ansf or mnot onl y t he physi cal and soci al

envi r onment s but t he char act er of exper i ence and t he nat ur e of i deol ogy as wel l .

The medi t at i ons of cl assi cal soci ol ogy on i ndust r i al i sm, bur eaucr acy and

secul ar i zat i on wer e f i xed pr eci sel y on t hat poi nt ; and cr i t i cal t heor y' s own r i ch

di scour se on t echnocr acy, sci ent i sm, and i nst r ument al i t y has i n t ur n r adi cal i zed

t he anal ysi s and i ncor por at ed i t i nt o t he convent i onal weaponr y of ant i -

capi t al i st cr i t i que . Mor e r ecent l y, t he r i se of l i ngui st i c i nt er est s and t he,

i nci pi ent obsol escence of pr i nt , have l ed a non- Mar xi st cur r ent of t hi nker s

cul mi nat i ng i n I nni s and McLuhan t o push t he quest i on t o a st i l l deeper l evel by

consi der i ng t he cul t ur al i mpact of ever - advanci ng t echnol ogy wi t hi n t he

communi cat i on pr ocess i t sel f . .

However , much l ess at t ent i on, and cer t ai nl y l ess t han deser ved, has been

gi ven t o t he equal l y pr of ound ef f ect s of capi t al i sm' s par al l el but di st i nct

t endency t o ext end t he r ange of t he pr i ce- syst emand t he commodi t y f or mpei se

as a uni ver sal model f or soci al r el at i ons . Even when posed mor eover t hi s i ssue

has pr oved di f f i cul t t o di sent angl e f r omt he f or mer , cr oss- cut t i ng, pr obl emat i c

of t echni que . Thus, Lukacs' pat hbr eaki ng t heor y of r ei f i cat i on ef f ect i vel y

assi mi l at ed Mar x' s cat egor y of commodi t y f et i shi sm t o Weber ' s cat egor y of

i nst r ument al r at i onal i zat i on ; and Benj ami n' s f or mat i ve t heses on t he cr i si s of

ar t si mi l ar l y devol ve, i n t he end, on a pur el y t echnol ogi cal poi nt . For al l hi s

semi ol ogi cal conf l at i ons, Baudr i l l ar d' s si ngul ar achi evement i n devel opi ng and

updat i ng t hi s l i ne of t hought has been f i nal l y t o conf r ont t he cul t ur al i mpact of
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commodi f i cat i on on somet hi ng l i ke i t s own, economi cal l y concat enat ed,

gr ound : i n t er ms, t hat i s, of how an expandi ng ci r cul at i on pr ocess has

t r ansf or med t he nat ur e of soci al exchange .

But i f Baudr i l l ar d has t her eby hel ped emanci pat e t he cr i t i cal t heor y of

cul t ur e f r omi t s one- si ded pr e- occupat i on wi t h t echne he has mai nt ai ned i t s one-

si dedness i n anot her r espect by t hemat i zi ng t he cul t ur al dynami cs of commodi

f i cat i on ( whi ch he di sdai ns t o exami ne i n any but i t s most cont empor ar y f or ms)

excl usi vel y f r omt he per spect i ve of t hat pr ocess' s conser vat i ve moment . Behi nd

t he pr obl emat i c of cont ai ned consci ousness t o whi ch hi s f i gur at i on of t he si gn-

economy r esponds l i es an ar chai c and par adoxi cal l y economi st i c f or mul a

accor di ng t o whi ch syst emi cal l y der i ved i deol ogy f unct i ons sol el y t o paci f y

cont r adi ct i ons t hat emanat e j ust as sol el y f r omi nt er est ant agoni sms at t he base .

I n Baudr i l l ar d' s case, adhesi on t o t hi s schema i s cont r adi ct ed by hi s expl i ci t

r ej ect i on of t he or t hodox cl ass par adi gm, and so her e t he occl usi on of

commodi f i cat i on' s di sr upt i ve cul t ur al moment act ual l y l eaves a l ogi cal gap .

To be i nt el l i gi bl e, any syst em of hegemony must be under st ood i n t er ms of

what t hr eat ens i t . But what t hr eat ens t he soci al or der guar ant eed i deol ogi cal l y

by t he Code? Not , appar ent l y, cl ass conf l i ct ; and t he r evanche of symbol i c

exchange i s i t sel f a cont i ngency beyond t he scope of al l cont r ol . We ar e l ef t t hen

wi t h t he mer e t aut ol ogy of a st r uct ur al l aw of val ue f or whi ch sel f - r epl i cat i on

- l a r epet i t i on - i s si mpl y a mode of bei ng . Mi ssi ng f r omBaudr i l l ar d' s account ,

i n shor t , i s an appr eci at i on of how t he whol e nor mat i ve appar at us of t he si gn-

commodi t y, publ i ci t y and consumer cul t ur e i s mobi l i zed, at l east i n par t , t o

manage t he cul t ur al t ensi ons pr ovoked by t hat same ext ensi on of t he

commodi t y- f or m whi ch pr oduced t he one- di mensi onal wor l d of consumer i sm

i t sel f . An anal ysi s of t he l at t er ought pr oper l y t o begi n t her ef or e by consi der i ng

i n what t hese f or mer mi ght consi st . I n t he f i r st i n" st ance, l et me suggest , t he

cul t ur al t ensi ons of commodi f i cat i on t ake t he f or mof conf l i ct s and st r uggl es

over mundane i deol ogi cal val ues ; and t hey ar e pr ovoked al l al ong t he seamof

economy and and cul t ur e wher e t he mar ket ' s l ust f or expansi on r ubs up agai nst

pr e- exi st i ng f or ms of nor mat i vi t y and mor al val ue .

I t woul d be mi sl eadi ng t o r epr esent t hi s di al ect i c, as bot h conser vat i ve and

r adi cal opponent s of t he advanci ng mar ket have been pr one t o do, i n t er ms of a

si mpl e opposi t i on bet ween an amor al f or ce and a mor al obj ect . For t he f r eedom

of commodi t i es t o ci r cul at e and t he f r eedomof buyer s and sel l er s t o exchange

what t hey wi l l wi t hout ext er nal i nt er f er ence acqui r es t he f or ce of a mor al

ar gument ; one whose cent r al pr i nci pl e, t he aut onomi zed i ndi vi dual , r est s i t s

appeal on a whol e i deol ogi cal t r adi t i on, st r et chi ng f r omRef or med Chr i st i ani t y

t o cont empor ar y l i ber t ar i ani sm. Thi s i s not t o deny t hat " per sonal f r eedom, " l i ke

al l i deol ogi es, can be champi oned i n st unni ngl y obt use or cyni cal bad f ai t h .

Ther e ar e, r at her , t wo poi nt s :

Fi r st , t he soci al r el at i ons of commodi t y pr oduct i on - whi ch i n t hei r
i mmedi at e oper at i on al ways cent r e on t he nexus of exchange - ar e t hor oughl y

sat ur at ed i n t he medi umof nor mat i vi t y, wi t hout whi ch t hey coul d not f unct i on.

The mar ket , as Dur khei mwoul d say , 9 r est s on a mor al basi s . Hi s ar gument can be
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ext ended . Est abl i shed commer ce r equi r es not onl y t hat t he t er ms of t r ade be

cont r act ual l y agr eed upon, but al so t hat t her e be a soci al consensus over what i s

f or t r ade and over t he condi t i ons under whi ch ( i f at al l ) t hat t r ade i s al l owed t o

t ake pl ace .

Cor r el at i vel y, and t hi s i s t he second poi nt , t he const ant advance of t he

mar ket i nt o symbol i cal l y l oaded sect or s of soci al l i f e pr eci pi t at es ' at t he

i deol ogi cal l evel i n each si gni f i cant new i nst ance a bi nar y count er posi t i on of

pr o- mar ket l i ber al i sm and ant i - mar ket conser vat i sm, communal i sm, nat i onal i sm,

f ami l i sm, et c . , whose r espect i ve suppor t er s f i ght l i ke f oot bal l t eams t o est abl i sh

a successi on of symbol i c l i nes beyond whi ch ( t empor ar i l y at l east ) nei t her t he

mar ket nor i t s enemi es ar e al l owed t o encr oach . Out comes, whet her i n t he f or m

of t r uce, compr omi se or compl et e r out by one si de or t he ot her , ar e per i odi cal l y

ar bi t r at ed by t he st at e on t he t er r ai n of l aw.

The per enni al Canadi an cont est bet ween par t i sans of f r ee t r ade and

pr ot ect i oni sm pr ovi des a ki nd of par adi gm case . Symbol i cal l y at st ake i n

cont i nent al economi c i nt egr at i on i s t he r educt i on, br eak- up and de- aur at i sat i on

of a so- t o- speak nat i onal l y sacr al i zed si gni f i er . Mai nst r eampol i cy debat e has

been conduct ed i n t hat cont ext as a pr agmat i c but i deol ogi zed negot i at i on

bet ween nat i onal i st s and l i ber al s over t he ext ent t o whi ch t he boundar y of t he

bor der shoul d be emphasi zed or de- emphasi zed i n t he f ace of a mount i ng

ci r cul at i on of goods, capi t al and i nf or mat i on whi ch const ant l y t hr eat en t o

er ode i t . The poi nt i s not j ust t hat economi c pol i t i cs ar e l i ved out as i deol ogy,

but t hat t he economi c pr ocess has i deol ogi cal r ami f i cat i ons whi ch cr eat e t he

basi s i n i t sel f f or a f or mof pol i t i cs .

Fr omt he ver y begi nni ngs of capi t al i st devel opment t he spher e of consump-

t i on, or i gi nal l y and wi t hout i r ony concei ved as pr i vat e and publ i c l ei sur e, 1o has

been especi al l y subj ect t o° t he er upt i on of such conf l i ct s ; and t he mor e so t he

mor e an expandi ng pr oduct i ve compl ex has been abl e t o ext end and cul t i vat e

t he r ange of enj oyment s f r omor gasm t o est eem t hat money t her e can buy . The

cour t - i mposed sumpt uar y l aws of l at e Medi eval absol ut i smand t he sevent eent h

cent ur y pur i t an ban on t heat r e pr ovi de ear l y as i t wer e Ther mi dor ean exampl es .

Mor e l at t er l y, t he gr owi ng sex and dr ug i ndust r i es, each i nconsi st ent l y and

f uzzi l y di vi ded i nt o l i ci t and i l l i ci t zones, have pr ovi ded advanced capi t al i st

soci et y wi t h i t s own nodal poi nt s of cul t ur al t ensi on .

Whet her and i n what degr ee t o per mi t t he commer ci al ci r cul at i on of

( addi ct i ve) st i mul ant s and ( degr adi ng) sexual ser vi ces i n f act t ouches modem

cul t ur e on a par t i cul ar l y sor e ner ve : our chr oni cal l y i nconsi st ent at t i t ude

t owar ds t he gr at i f i cat i on and cont r ol of somat i c i mpul se . Dani el Bel l has even

ar gued t hat t hi s mot i vat i onal ambi val ence, whi ch he at t r i but es t o a deepeni ng

ant agoni sm bet ween t he emer gent nor ms of l ei sur e and wor k, r epr esent s

capi t al i sm' s pr i mar y cul t ur al cont r adi ct i on . , ' Hi s model of t he pr obl em i s

si mpl i st i c and i gnor es t he r ol e of consumer i zed commodi f i cat i on i n i t s genesi s .

Never t hel ess i t r emai ns t r ue t hat par t i cul ar i ssues of per mi ssi bl e consumpt i on

( t oday, par excel l ence, t hose per t ai ni ng t o por nogr aphy and censor shi p)

can r esonat e deepl y wi t h br oader i ssues of soci al r epr oduct i on .
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I t i s pr eci sel y f or t hi s r eason t hat t he mar ket , and st i l l mor e t he vol at i l e
l i ber al i ndi vi dual i sm t hat i s i t s i deol ogi cal shadow and har bi nger , have such a
danger ous edge . The nor mat i ve l i mi t s, i n some cases t aboos, agai nst whi ch t hey
pr ess ar e not mer el y ( i n f act decr easi ngl y) t r adi t i onal sur vi val s but symbol i c
mar ker s of oper ant mechani sms of cont r ol . For t he same r eason, t he mor al
i ssues of ci r cul at i on t end t o get l i nked up, and at t he l i mi t gener al i ze on t he
pl ane of an ongoi ng soci al cont est whi ch dr aws i n al l t he maj or i deol ogi cal
i nst i t ut i ons and pl ayer s over how t he axi al pr i nci pl es gover ni ng i nst i t ut ed
nor mat i vi t y as a whol e ar e t o be def i ned .

Mar ket pr essur e t o shi f t t he mor al boundar i es, t o some degr ee a necessar i l y
di scont i nuous pr ocess, al ways r uns t he r i sk of openi ng up a r adi cal cul t ur al
space . But such openi ngs, when or der i s f i nal l y r est or ed, can t hemsel ves pr ove
mer el y t o have f aci l i t at ed t he passage f r omone mat r i x of mar ket - r egul at i ng
obedi ency t o anot her . Such i ndeed has so f ar been t he mai n axi ol ogi cal dr ama
of post - war Nor t h Amer i ca : f i r st , t he est abl i shment of a, sur pl us- r epr essi ve
cul t ur al hegemony ; t hen i t s ul t r a- l i ber al di ssol ut i ons ; and t hen, wi t h sui t abl e
adj ust ment s and cont i nui ng i nst abi l i t i es, " t he r et ur n of t r adi t i onal val ues"
( t o quot e a 1976 l i quor ad) and nor mal i zat i on .

I f i n l at e capi t al i sm mar ket penet r at i on at t he poi nt of consumpt i on ( i . e . of
pr i vat e l i f e) has become t he mai n axi s of what we can cal l ci r cul at i on pol i t i cs
t hi s i s because t he devel opment of consumpt i on as a pr oduct i ve f or ce has
r epl aced t he geogr aphi cal ext ensi on of t he i ndust r i al syst emas t he cent r al mot i f
of economi c gr owt h . Never t hel ess i t shoul d be emphasi zed t hat anal ogous
modal i t i es of conf l i ct cont i nue t o be gener at ed at t he poi nt of pr oduct i on al so .
( A r i gor ous di st i nct i on needs t o be made her e bet ween t he pr oper l y cul t ur al
cont r adi ct i ons t hat at t end t he di spl acement of nat ur al by exchange economy
and t he pol i t i cal - economi c ones t hat f l ow f r omt he economi c i nequal i t y and
expl oi t at i on whi ch t he mar ket or gani zat i on of pr oduct i on comes t o i nst al l .
We may t hi nk of t he f or mer cont r adi ct i ons as pr ocessual , t he l at t er as st r uct ur al ,
except t hat , j ust as i n t he case of t he commodi f i cat i on pr ocess at wor k i n t he
spher e of consumpt i on, t he nor mat i ve i ner t i a agai nst whi ch t he spr ead of
commodi f i ed pr oduct i on must cont end has synchr oni c si gni f i cance i n t he
wi der pr ocess of soci al r epr oduct i on as a whol e) .

The cul t ur al dynami c associ at ed wi t h t he i ni t i al est abl i shment of capi t al i st
pr oduct i on i s of cour se l ar gel y pl ayed out . Ar t i sanal i deal s, l ocal par t i cul ar i sms
and t r adi t i onal ki n st r uct ur es have l ost t hei r vi t al i t y i n t he i ndust r i al i zed
hear t l ands and onl y r esi st t he expandi ng syst emat i t s Thi r d and Four t h Wor l d
mar gi ns . However , even on mat ur e capi t al i sm' s i nt er nal f r ont i er , t her e ar e st i l l
t wo r espect s i n whi ch t he mar ket penet r at i on of pr oduct i on i s i ncompl et e and
cont i nues t o gener at e maj or cul t ur al per t ur bat i ons .

The f i r st concer ns t he spr ead of economi c exchange r el at i ons i nt o such
r el at i vel y ( or ambi val ent l y) non- commodi f i ed sect or s of soci al act i vi t y as
r el i gi on, t he f ami l y, hi gher l ear ni ng and t he ar t s . I n none of t hese di ver se
i nst ances i s t he per si st ence of _ a pr e- capi t al i st mode of associ at i on and wor k a
mer e case of cul t ur e- l ag, f or t hat mode i s vi t al t o t hei r f unct i oni ng as wel l as t o
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t he aut hent i ci t y on whi ch t he cr edi bi l i t y of t hei r var i ous pr oduct s depends .

Under t he ci r cumst ances t he mar ket , whet her t hr ough exampl e, t hr ough t he

emer gence of f ul l y commer ci al i zed r i val s, or t hr ough t he act ual mobi l i zat i on of

mat er i al i nt er est s, can onl y advance sl owl y . As i t does so what comes t o be

est abl i shed on each i nst i t ut i onal si t e i s, a semi - per manent f or ce- f i el d of

conf l i ct i ng pr essur es i nt er nal i zed by t he act or s t hemsel ves ( cl er gy, housewi ves,

st udent s, ar t i st s, et c . ) as r ol e- conf l i ct and ext er nal i zed as t endency st r uggl es

bet ween compet i ng mor al / i deol ogi cal cur r ent s and movement s over t he r el at i ve

vi r t ues of l i ber al accommodat i on and t r adi t i onal i st host i l i t y t o t he f or ces of

pr ogr ess .

These f r i ct i ons ar e har d t o r egul at e. f r om above . I ndeed t hey ar e exacer bat ed

by t he ambi val ence wi t h whi ch t hey must be of f i ci al l y r egar ded . On t he one

hand, t he char t er val ues of Tr ut h, Knowl edge, Love, Beaut y, et c . , ceasel essl y

act i vat ed i n val ue- t r ansmi t t i ng i nst i t ut i ons by t he i r r i t ant of cr eepi ng commer -

ci al i sm, pl ay an i mpor t ant r het or i cal r ol e i n capi t al i sm' s t r adi t i onal l egi t i mat i on

as a ci vi l i zi ng f or ce ; but when r oused t hey can al so f unct i on as genui ne

t r anscendent al s t hat pr ovi de t r oubl esome r emi nder s of l oss, super cessi on and

di f f er ence . Thus, f or t he chur ches of t he West , wher e Chr i st i ani t y was t hought

t o have been t amed, t he' r i se of TV evangel i sm and ot her qui nt essent i al l y

busi ness ent er pr i se f or ms of pr i est cr af t r epr esent s not mer el y an economi c

t hr eat i n t he compet i t i on f or congr egat i ons1 2 but a r epul si ve count er - pol e of

' bad r el i gi on' agai nst whi ch count er vai l i ng cur r ent s of i ncr easi ngl y r adi cal

t r ansf or mi smhave been dr i ven t o def i ne t hemsel ves . As one i mpor t ant cor ol l ar y

t he pr evi ousl y cosy r el at i on bet ween or gani zed r el i gi on and t he capi t al i st st at e

has begun t o be r adi cal l y upset .

Anot her , and per haps mor e pr i mor di al , l evel at whi ch st r uct ur al r esi st ance

t o t he mar ket penet r at i on of pr oduct i on r el at i ons pr ovi des ongoi ng cul t ur al

conf l i ct concer ns t he pr essi ng i nt o ci r cul at i on of t hat st r angest commodi t y of

t hem al l : l abour - power . Qui t e apar t f r omt he shat t er i ng of t r adi t i onal t i es and

at t endant soci o- cul t ur al expl osi ons t hat gr eet ed t he i ni t i al est abl i shment of a

mass- mar ket f or ' f r ee l abour ' , conf l i ct s have cont i nued t o ar i se t her eaf t er by

vi r t ue of t hat dynami c pr opensi t y of t he mar ket t o r edef i ne al l wor k- f unct i onal

ener gy as commer ci al l y avai l abl e, r egar dl ess of t he i nst i t ut ed st at us of i t s

al i enabl e owner s . The r esul t ant i deol ogi cal di al ect i c i s anal ogous wi t h t he one

al r eady descr i bed i n t he case of commodi f i cat i on at t he poi nt of consumpt i on,

except t hat her e t he codi ngs at i ssue mar k human agent s, and i ndeed at t he ver y

j unct ur e of t hei r l i t er al i nscr i pt i on wi t hi n t he di f f er ent i al or der s of weal t h and

power .

Al so, t he pr ocess can cut mor e t han one way . Wher e t he change i n st at us

i mpl i ed by t he commodi f i cat i on of l abour - power r epr esent s r eal demot i on or

l oss of aut onomy ( one t hi nks her e of smal l f ami l y f ar ms and i ndependent

pr of essi onal s) i t wi l l nat ur al l y be opposed by t hose af f ect ed i n t he r omant i cal l y .

conser vat i ve name of t he symbol i c or der t her eby di spl aced . But t he r ever se can

occur when l abour mar ket par t i ci pat i on pr ovi des t he basi s f or r escui ng ascr i bed

soci al cat egor i es ( women, Cat hol i cs ; bl acks, et c . ) f r omt he even mor e subor di nat e
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st at us, out si de t he r eal wor l d of exchange- economy, t o whi ch t hey woul d

ot her wi se be cul t ur al l y r el egat ed . Her e r esi st ance t o t he expandi ng l abour

mar ket comes f r om t hose al r eady i n i t , whi l e i t s newest r ecr ui t s appeal t o

exchangi st i deol ogy agai nst t he cont i nued appl i cat i on t o t hemsel ves of t he ol d,

di scr i mi nat or y nor ms .

Wi t hi n t he l abour mar ket i t sel f , t hese l at t er , r ef l ect i ng pr e- ( or t r ans- )

capi t al i st hi er ar chi es of r ace, age and gender , cr yst al l i ze out as so many

mechani sms of domi nant gr oup pr ot ect i oni sm; whi ch f unct i on t o ensur e t hat

i nsof ar as i nf er i or i zed cat egor i es ar e not excl uded f r om pai d empl oyment

al t oget her , t hey ent er i t s equi val ence syst em on mar kedl y non- egqui val ent

t er ms . The poi nt her e, as wi t h t he cont r adi ct i ons of commodi f i cat i on i n gener al ,

i s t hat over and above t he mat er i al conf l i ct s t hey pr ovoke, such i nst ances of

unequal exchange ar e shot t hr ough wi t h i deol ogi cal cont r adi ct i ons whi ch can

become act i ve i n t hei r own r i ght . ' Mi nor i t y' movement s f or equal oppor t uni t y

t hat get bl ocked t end t o r adi cal i ze by t r ansval ui ng t hat whi ch has set t he

col l ect i vi t y t hey r epr esent st i gmat i cal l y or condescendi ngl y apar t . Conver sel y,

cul t i vat i on of cul t ur al i dent i t y among t he oppr essed can t r i gger st r uggl es f or

j ust i ce .

The i deol ogi cal cont r adi ct i ons at t endi ng t he appl i cat i on of equi val ency

nor ms t o women i n t he f ace of pat r i ar chal gender ascr i pt i ons have been

par t i cul ar l y dense and sl owt o r esol ve . As ear l y as t he 1780' s, Mar y Wool st encr af t

showed how t he abst r act egal i t ar i ani sm of possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm coul d

pr ovi de t he basi s f or a cr i t i que of pat r i ar chal r est r i ct i ons on l egal r i ght s ; and

si nce t hen successi ve waves of f emi ni st agi t at i on, bol st er ed bot h by t he gr adual

del egi t i mat i on of expl i ci t mal e supr emaci sm and by t he i ncr easi ng de f act o

nor mal i t y of ext r a- domest i c f emal e empl oyment have ext ended t he bat t l egr ound

t o ever y spher e of l i f e . However , even mor e t han i n t he case of r aci sm, whi ch

f r equent l y ar t i cul at es wi t h deepl y r oot ed i mper i al / nat i onal l egi t i mat i ons of t he

st at e, t he f r eedomof women t o ci r cul at e on t he same economi c and soci al t er ms

as men has al so been r esi st ed not j ust because i t chal l enges an ent r enched

syst em of power and pr i vi l ege, but because t he pat r i ar chal i deol ogy t hat

j ust i f i es t hat r esi st ance ( al ways ci r cl i ng ar ound t he cl ai m t hat women ar e

somehow " di f f er ent " ) has cont i nued, t hr ough al l t he vi ci ssi t udes of cul t ur al

l i ber al i zat i on, t o pl ay a cr uci al r ol e i n t he mai nt enance and mot i vat i on of

capi t al i st or der . At t hi s l evel , t he need t o sust ai n ef f ect i ve soci al mechani sms of

bi ol ogi cal r epr oduct i on has f unct i oned l ar gel y as an al i bi not onl y f or t he

cont i nued val or i zat i on of an asymmet r i cal gender code but al so f or t he

mai nt enance of t he hi er ar chi cal f ami l y/ cl ass syst emwhi ch t hat code under wr i t es .

I n t he bi bl i cal l y r esusci t at ed i magi nar y of ear l y i ndust r i al i sm, t he cul t ur al

i dent i f i cat i on of wage- l abour wi t h t he ' mascul i ne' r ol es of br eadwi nner and

househol d head pl ayed a cr uci al paci f yi ng r ol e - over and above i t s var i ous

economi c advant ages t o capi t al - by secur i ng f or t he subor di nat ed mal e

wor ker a ki nd of compensat or y, Adami c sel f - r espect . At f i r st , l acki ng t he

cumul at ed cul t ur al f or ce t o wage a di r ect at t ack on t he t r i adi c f or t r ess of

f ami l y/ chur ch/ school er ect ed t o pr ot ect t hi s pr oduct i vi st nexus, t he women' s
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movement and t he equi val ency pr i nci pl e i t champi oned gnawed away i nst ead at

j ur i di ci al i nequal i t i es i n t he f i el ds of f ami l y l aw, ci vi l r i ght s and t he f r anchi se .

Lat er , as t he f or t r ess began t o col l apse under t he wei ght of mor e t echni cal l y and

soci al l y devel oped condi t i ons, i t became possi bl e f or second wave f emi ni smt o

cr ash over t he sacr ed boundar i es of hear t h and home and f i nal l y conf r ont t he

et er nal ver i t i es of const r uct ed gender di f f er ence at t hei r i nt i mat e i nst i t ut i onal

sour ce .

Her e as el sewher e, however , capi t al i st moder ni zat i on br i ngs no guar ant ees

of f undament al pr ogr ess . For t he di spl acement of wor k- cent r ed r el i gi o- mor al i t y

by and wi t hi n t he t heat r e of consumer i smmer el y shi f t ed t he r egi st er of gender i c

cont r adi ct i ons wi t hout ceasi ng t o engage i nt r act abl e i ssues of gl obal i nt egr a-

t i on and cont r ol . I n t hi s r espect , i t i s of mor e t han t oken si gni f i cance t hat t he

book by Fr i edann whi ch di d so much t o popul ar i ze t he moder n women' s

movement i n Nor t h Amer i ca was based on an i nsi der ' s cr i t i que of f ashi on

magazi nes . Above al l , i t was t he ent r y of si gns, par t i cul ar l y i coni c ones, i nt o

mass commer ci al ci r cul at i on whi ch gave pat r i ar chal i deol ogy a newl ease on l i f e

by f aci l i t at i ng t he spect acul ar passage of i deal f emi ni ni t y, as abst r act si gni f i er

of st at us and desi r e, f r omt he esot er i c wor l d of ar t t o t he ubi qui t ous i conogr aphy

of mass cul t ur e and publ i ci t y . I n t hat r eal m, t he myt hol ogi cal f emal e has come

t o embody not j ust t he r ewar d and condi t i on f or wor k but t he pr omi sed

happi ness of consumpt i on as wel l . Thus we see howa r use of commodi f i cat i on

has evol ved a newobst acl e t o t he pr ocess wher ei n t he egal i t ar i ani sm i mpl i ci t i n

uni ver sal i zed mar ket exchange st r i ves, ever mor e power f ul l y, f or i ndependent

r eal i zat i on .

The di al ect i c of cour se does not si mpl y t er mi nat e i n t he vi ct or y of t he

Pl ayboy syndr ome ; and a quar t er cent ur y of f emi ni st and mar ket pr essur e, t he

l at t er oper at i ng by way of a pseudo- equal i zi ng ext ensi on of sexual obj ect i f i cat i n

t o t he mal e, has begunt o ser i ousy under mi ne consumer i sm' s heavy mascul i ni st

et hos . Sexual bi as wi l l onl y f i nal l y be el i mi nat ed f r omconsumer cul t ur e when

t he commodi t y' s pl easur e pr i nci pl e has become ( dysf unct i onal l y) pol ymor phuous .

So, even on t he second- or der pl ane of medi a i mager y, t he st r uct ur al char act er of

t he cont r adi ct i on i s l i kel y t o per si st .

The si gn- commodi t y and hegemoni c r egul at i on

The cul t ur al pr ovocat i ons of commodi f i cat i on and t he pol i t i cs of nor mat i vi t y

t o whi ch t hey gi ve r i se do not unf ol d i n a vacuumbut i n a f i el d al r eady i ndexed

t o i ssues of hegemoni c r egul at i on and al r eady occupi ed by t hat whol e r ange of

i nst i t ut i ons f r ompol i t i cal par t i es and chur ches t o showbi z and school s whi ch

ar e engaged i n t he col l ect i ve f or mul at i on and di ssemi nat i on of val ues .

Ther e i s no absol ut e sense i n whi ch any of t hese i deol ogi cal appar at us can

be consi der ed st r uct ur al l y domi nant 14 si nce t hei r f or ms of i nf l uence ar e

i ncommensur at e and t her e i s al ways a degr ee of f r ee pl ay bet ween t hemi n
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whi ch t he r el at i ons of i nt er - i nst i t ut i onal f or ce can r adi cal l y and conj unct ur al l y

al t er . Never t hel ess t her e i s one i nst i t ut i onal compl ex wi t hi n t he super st r uct ur al

conf i gur at i on of advanced capi t al i sm whi ch can cl ai msome ki nd of si gni f i cat i ve

pr i or i t y i n t hat i t i s t hr ough t he omni pr esent r ef r act i ons of i t s l ens ( i n ever y

sense a scr eeni ng) t hat t he whol e pr ocess of cul t ur al f or mat i on i s cont i nuousl y

and publ i cl y r epr esent ed ; and t hi s i s t he one compr i sed by t he ( f or t he most par t )

commer ci al l y oper at ed or gans of mass communi cat i on al ong wi t h al l t he r el at ed

i ndust r i es f or t he pr oduct i on of news, publ i ci t y and ent er t ai nment . I n addi t i on

t o i t s i mpor t ance wi t hi n t he game of capi t al i st sel f - mai nt enance t hi s sect or i s

al so si gni f i cant syst emi cal l y as t he ver y i ncar nat i on of t he commodi t y- f or m' s

seduct i ve penet r at i on of cul t ur e . And so i t i s pr eci sel y her e, i n t he r epr essi ve

desubl i mat i ons and codi f yi ng bi ases of t he cul t ur e/ consci ousness/ si gn i ndust r y

t hat we conf r ont t he puzzl e of commodi f i cat i on' s ot her , i . e . conser vat i ve,

i nt egr at i ve, di mensi on ; and wi t h t hat puzzl e, as I have suggest ed, t he br oader

myst er y of how t he uni ver sal i zi ng commodi t y i n i t s ar t i cul at i on wi t h t he

cul t ur al pr ocess est abl i shes aut omat i c mechani sms t o r egul at e t he nor mat i ve

di sor der i t si mul t aneousl y hel ps t o pr ovoke .

The aut omat i c char act er of mass consumer cul t ur e' s i deol ogi cal oper at i on

needs t o be st r essed f or i t i s t he ver y hal l mar k of i t s wor k, an unpr ecedent ed

i ndi cat i on t hat her e at l ast i s a consci ousness- shapi ng i nst i t ut i on whi ch by i t s

ver y nat ur e f unct i ons f unct i onal l y and can never get whol l y out of hand .

Expl anat i ons of t hi s f unct i onal i t y i n t er ms of cl ass pol i t i cal mani pul at i on

- evocat i ve phr ases l i ke Ewen' s ' capt ai ns of consci ousness' spr i ng t o mi nd -

mi ss t he poi nt ent i r el y . The r i se of Madi son Avenue, Di sneyl and, Ti n Pan Al l ey

and t he whol e cor por at e capi t al i st dr eammachi ne mar ks a deci si ve shi f t away

f r omper sonal i zed i deol ogi cal power s and t he emer gence, t o t he cont r ar y, of a

f ul l y pr ogr ammed cul t ur al spher e wher ei n, t o use Lai ngi an t er ms, ' pr axi s' on

bot h si des of t he pr oduct i on/ consumpt i on di vi de has been ef f ect i vel y super -

ceded by ' pr ocess . ' 15 I n ef f ect , t he power f ul i deol ogi cal i nf l ect i on of commer ci al

mass cul t ur e, whet her i n t he di r ect f or mof cul t ur e- f or - sal e or at t he second

degr ee as sel l i ng- by- cul t ur e, i s no mor e t han a by- pr oduct of t he accel er at ed

ci r cul at i on and i ncr eased sur pl us i t makes possi bl e . That i nf l ect i on has

t her ef or e t o be account ed f or i n t he same way : i n t er ms of t he cul t ur e i ndust r y' s

i nner economi c det er mi nat i ons and t he ef f ect of t hese on i t s manner of

pr ocessi ng and r epr esent i ng pot ent i al l y hot cul t ur al mat er i al s .

Baudr i l l ar d' s cr uci al r ef i nement of t hi s t hesi s i s t hat at t he most basi c l evel
t he i deol ogi cal el ement of mass- medi at ed cul t ur e i s det er mi ned by t he i nt er pl ay

est abl i shed t her e bet ween mass- pr oduced si gns and mass- pr oduced commodi

t i es ; and, f ur t her , t hat t hi s newal i gnment of si gn and commodi t y i s r esponsi bl e

not onl y f or i t s syst emat i cal l y bi ased cont ent but al so, and mor e f undament al l y,

f or bi as i n i t s ver y mode of si gni f i cat i on as wel l . The saga of t he si gn he unf ol ds
r eads l i ke a post - moder ni st updat e of al i enat i on t heor y . I nf i ni t el y r epl i cabl e,
di spl aced f r om symbol i c t i me and pl ace, conver t ed i nt o commodi t i es i n t hei r
own r i ght , si gni f i er s become f r ee t o f l oat i ndependent l y of any or gani c
communi cat i ve pr ocess ; and . i n t hat condi t i on l i ke l andl ess pr ol et ar i ans t hey
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r ej oi n soci al r eal i t y ar t i f i ci al l y i n t he f or mof t he semi ot i cal l y- endowed mass

consumabl e commodi t y . Fi nal l y, as ar bi t r ar y mar ker s l i nki ng t he cor por at e

game of pr oduct di f f er ent i at i on t o t he consumer mer r y- go- r ound of st at us and

f ashi on, t he si gni f yi ng el ement s of desi gn, packagi ng and pr omot i on ar e

dr ai ned of meani ng i n t he sel f - r ef er ent i al pl ay of t hei r coded di f f er ences, whi ch

i s exact l y how, i n deadeni ng abst r act i on, t hey come t o r ul e . Consci ousness, i n

Baudr i l l ar d' s account , i s not so much f al si f i ed as headed of f at t he pass : t he

medi a f act or i es of commer ci al semi osi s pr evai l , i n hi s pr egnant phr ase, by

" f abr i cat i ng non- communi cat i on . " 16

Wi t hout denyi ng t hat such a t endency t owar ds enf or ced meani ngl essness i s

r el ent l essl y at wor k, i t woul d be pr emat ur e however t o decl ar e i t compl et e . Even

adver t i si ng copy has become a zone of i deol ogi cal cont r over sy, and out r aged

r esponses t o medi a st er eot ypes of women and et hni c gr oups t est i f y t o t hei r

cont i nui ng r ef er ent i al power . Thi s bei ng so, t he axi ol ogi cal cont ent of mass-

medi at i zed cul t ur e, and not j ust i t s semi ol ogi cal or , f or t hat mat t er , sensor y

f or ms, r emai ns r el evant t o an under st andi ng of i t s cul t ur al ef f ect i vi t y .

I n f act at t he l evel of communi cat i ve subst ance, t he semi o- economi c

det er mi nat i ons of t he cul t ur e i ndust r y doubl y st amp i t s ef f l uvi a as t oken- bear er s

of a woul d- be paci f yi ng i deol ogy . On t he one hand, t he subj ect - obj ect i nver si on

pr escr i bed by t hei r consi st ent l y consumer i st mode of addr ess occul t s cl ass and

makes a wor l d wi t hout capi t al uni magi nabl e . On t he ot her hand, t he pseudo-

r econci l i at i ons of gender , nat ur e/ cul t ur e et c . , made possi bl e on t hat myt hol o-

gi cal basi s, and posi t i vel y r ei nf or ced by t he pr emi um pl aced on popul ar i t y

val ues, ser ve t o exor ci ze cul t ur al l y- based sour ces of conf l i ct as wel l . The f or mer

of t hese mechani sms, consumer i sm, i s per haps t oo f ami l i ar t o r equi r e f ur t her

el abor at i on . But t he l at t er , whi ch mi ght be dubbed t he mi ddl e- of - t he- r oad

ef f ect , does cal l f or some comment : not onl y as a compar at i vel y unexami ned

t opi c, 1 7 but al so because t he consensual i st modal i t y of mass cul t ur e hol ds t he

key, or so I woul d ar gue, t o t he r i ddl e of t he commodi t y' s l i mi t ed but ef f ect i ve

capaci t y f or cul t ur al sel f - cont r ol .

Wi t h r espect t o t hi s i ssue, Baudr i l l ar d' s i nsi st ence on t he cent r al i t y of

commodi t y semi osi s wi t hi n t he mass cul t ur al ensembl e whi l e not wr ong i s

unhel pf ul , and f ur t her cl ar i f i cat i on depends on our di sent angl i ng t he r el at i on

he condenses bet ween t hat moment , r epr esent ed by publ i ci t y, and i t s obver se,

t he commodi f i cat i on of si gns, r epr esent ed by ent er t ai nment . What we di scover

i n f act i s t hat wi t hi n t hi s same compl ex dual i t y t he or der of ef f ect i vi t y i s her e

r ever sed : i n t he case of cul t ur al t ensi on management as opposed t o t hat of

consumer i st i nver si on i t i s ent er t ai nment r at her t han adver t i si ng t hat pr ovi des

t he domi nant par adi gmf or a t ype of nor mat i ve i nt er vent i on whi ch t he cul t ur e

i ndust r y, j ust by vi r t ue of what i t i s, i s dr i ven t o make .

The gol den r ul e of showbusi ness i s not t o ant agoni ze t he audi ence, f or t hat

i s t he hand t hat f eeds . I ndeed, i t s member s shoul d be posi t i vel y st r oked, bot h as

t he f i ne peopl e t hey ar e and f or t he decent or at any r at e nor mal val ues t hey

hol d . To be ent er t ai ned i s above al l t o be made t o f eel good . Wher e t he audi ence

i s l i ve, l ocal , and soci al l y homogeneous, t he col l ect i ve t ot ems must be ver y
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pr eci sel y acknowl edged ; but t he mor e mass and t her ef or e i deol ogi cal l y di ver se

i t i s, t he mor e gener al t he l evel of convent i onal i t y t o whi ch appeal must be

made . Wher e t her e i s not mer el y di ver si t y but conf l i ct , t he t ask of f l at t er i ng and

i n t he same moment def i ni ng t he col l ect i ve i dent i t y of t he audi ence i s

par t i cul ar l y di f f i cul t . The most cl i che- r i dden dept hs of popul ar myt hol ogy must

t hen be pl umbed, and awkwar d t opi cs, cont r over si al i ssues, and even pot ent i al l y

abr asi ve accent uat i ons of genr e and st yl e must be avoi ded . A saf e st r at egy f or

maxi mi zi ng sal es, box- of f i ce and r at i ngs, i n shor t , i s t o go mi d- mar ket and

assi duousl y hug t he mi ddl e- of - t he- r oad .

Of cour se, i f t he ent er t ai nment i ndust r y, t hr oughout al l i t s br anches,

exhi bi t ed not hi ng but t hi s ent r opi c t endency, t hen i t s equal l y i mpor t ant need

f or const ant t hemat i c and st yl i st i c i nnovat i on coul d not be met . But i n t hi s

di al ect i c, t he exper i ment er ' s l i cence t o pr act i ce i s gr ant ed i n r et ur n f or bear i ng

al l t he economi c r i sks, and successf ul novel t i es ar e r api dl y co- opt ed, conver t ed

i nt o manner i sms, and embal med f or l at er r ecycl i ng as pseudo- hi st or i cal

nost al gi a .

Onl y i n popul ar musi c has t hi s cont r ol l ed osci l l at i on ever got t en at al l out of

hand . The r eason i s not har d t o f i nd . Because of i t s i nt i mat e r el at i on t o r i t ual ,

emot i on and physi cal i t y, musi c as t he l east di r ect l y r epr esent at i onal ar t - f or mi s

al so t he l east suscept i bl e, what ever t he t echnol ogi cal and economi c mode, t o

whol e- scal e ser i al i zat i on . I t i s t he one sect or of mass cul t ur e t r ul y haunt ed by

t he r et ur n of symbol i c exchange, and i t s hi st or y has const ant l y i nt er t wi ned wi t h

t hat of t he nat i onal , cl ass and gener at i onal movement s whose t r agi c, r ebel l i ous

or cel ebr at or y moods i t has been abl e, wi t h f l uct uat i ng degr ees of i mmedi acy, t o

expr ess . A cent r al t hr ead i n t hi s st or y has been t he emer gence of Af r o- Amer i can

musi c and i t s phased appr opr i at i on by successi ve l ayer s of whi t e wor ki ng and

mi ddl e cl ass yout h as a quasi - Di onysi an dance cul t . However , t he poi nt shoul d

not be over - emphasi zed ; f or even at t hi s r el at i vel y or gani c l evel t he maj or

r upt ur es wi t h mi ddl e- of - t he- r oadi sm - r ag- t i me, j azz, swi ng, r ock, r eggae,

punk - have been ambi guous i n t hei r meani ng and ul t i mat el y subj ect t o

absor pt i on by, or even as, t he i ndust r y- domi nat ed mai nst r eam.

Whi l e t he ent er t ai nment i ndust r y' s penchant f or sel f - censor shi p, cul t ur al

compr omi se and nor mat i ve convent i onal i smhas been a genui ne expr essi on of

i t s own bad essence, t hese t endeni ces have of cour se been st r ongl y r ei nf or ced

by i t s t i es wi t h t he whol e machi ner y of mass medi a adver t i si ng . The degr ee t o

whi ch adver t i si ng r evenues di r ect l y pay t he cost s of mass ent er t ai nment var i es

f r ommedi umt o medi um, al t hough gi ven t he ext ent of f i nanci al and f unct i onal

i nt er l ock t hese di f f er ences may be mi sl eadi ng . I n t he l i mi t case, Amer i can

net wor k TV and r adi o, t he subsi dy i s t ot al , and so t oo i s t he r evenue- dependence

of t he medi umon t he si ze ( and t o a l esser degr ee t he mi x) of t he audi ences i t s

pr ogr ammi ng can command ; f or i t i s on t he r at i ngs t hat adver t i si ng r at es

t hemsel ves r i gi dl y depend . Her e al so, wher e t hey ar e compul sor y, t he conser va-

t i ve i deol ogi cal i mpl i cat i ons of popul ar i t y val ues ar e most r i gi dl y i n evi dence .

Even l ess t han medi a pr ogr ammer s, commer ci al sponsor s cannot af f or d t o

al i enat e pot ent i al sl i ces of t hei r mar ket . I n ef f ect , a doubl e vi gi l ance must
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t her ef or e be mai nt ai ned : on t he one hand t o ensur e t hat onl y accept abl e

cul t ur al r i sks ar e t aken i n sat i sf yi ng and compet i ng f or t he medi um' s own

audi ence ; and on t he ot her t o ensur e t hat t he adver t i si ng mat er i al i t sel f hi t s

absol ut el y t he r i ght consensual spot when addr essi ng i t s t ar get mar ket .

I n i t s act ual f unct i oni ng, adver t i si ng i n f act r epr esent s t he degr ee zer o of

show busi ness audi ence t echni que . The f l at t er y of t he per f or mer was at bot t om

al ways a f or mof sel f - pr omot i on . I n consumer adver t i si ng, however , t he t r i ck i s

r ef i ned by nat ur al i zi ng and i n t he f ul l sense nor mal i zi ng t he convent i onal

cul t ur al val ues whi ch t hat f l at t er y sought t o conf i r m, and whi ch, mut at i s

mut andi s, ar e her e i nvoked t o val or i ze t he pr oduct . The sal es ai mof commodi t y

semi osi s i s t o di f f er ent i at e t he pr oduct as a val i d, or at l east r esonant , soci al

t ot em, and t hi s woul d be i mpossi bl e wi t hout bei ng abl e t o appeal t o t aken- f or -

gr ant ed syst ems of cul t ur al r ef er ence .

I n t hi s sense adver t i si ng must go even f ur t her al ong t he pat h of popul ar i t y

t han ent er t ai nment . The l at t er , f aced by embar r assi ng cul t ur al di vi si ons, can

r et r eat t o j okes and good humour . I n- so f ar as convent i onal i t y i s t or n or

cont or t ed by ongoi ng i deol ogi cal cont r adi ct i ons adver t i si ng, however , i s

const r ai ned t o at l east const r uct t he appear ance of a non- cont r adi ct or y val ue-

consensus . Thi s i s obvi ousl y t he case wher e t he pr oduct ' s i nt ended mar ket ,

e. g . f or " f emi ni ne" ci gar et t es or " mascul i ne" per f ume, i s by def i ni t i on ambi val ent

t owar d t he cul t ur al codi ngs pr i ma f aci e associ at ed wi t h i t . But i n a mor e di f f use

sense, t he whol e di scour se of publ i ci t y, i ncl udi ng, by ext ensi on, t he subsi di zed

pr ogr ammi ng whi ch col oni zes t he mass consumer mar ket as an audi ence,

absol ut el y r equi r es a nor mal i t y- pol e. The cr eat i ve geni us of adver t i si ng and i t s

pl at f or ms of associ at ed messages i s t hat i t i s abl e t o est abl i sh one, myt hi cal l y ;

and i n such a way, mor eover , as t o occl ude t he consumer i st ont ol ogy t hat

anchor s i t , t o r econci l e al l t he cul t ur al ant i nomi es of an unst abl e i deol ogi cal

uni ver se, and t hen - t hr ough an i conogr aphy t hat adher es even i n i t s most

st ar k t ypi f i cat i ons t o t he canons of r eal i st r epr esent at i on - t o pass t he whol e

t hi ng of f , despi t e i t s uncanny r esembl ance t o t he f ami l i ar wor l d i n whi ch we

l i ve, as a wi st f ul dr eam.

N

Br eaki ng t he ci r cl e

Dur i ng t he 1960' s adver t i si ng was t he most , per haps t he onl y, st abl e medi um

of mass i deol ogi cal communi cat i on. Besi des t he downpl ayi ng of t echnol ogi cal

f ut ur i sm and t he i ncr eased use of sexual t hemes ( t he l at t er a cause of

di st ur bance i n i t sel f ) , publ i ci t y' s i deol ogi cal f eat her s seemed har dl y r uf f l ed by

t he cul t ur e- st or m1 e bl owi ng, appar ent l y, al l ar ound . Yet t hat st or mdi d br eak out ;

and, as I have t r i ed t o i ndi cat e, t he super st r uct ur al decal l age wi t hi n whi ch i t

br ewed and gr ew t o hur r i cane f or ce expr essed a det er mi nat e hi st or i cal moment

of t hat same di al ect i c of cul t ur e and commodi t y whi ch was al so r esponsi bl e f or

t he spel l - bi ndi ng i nt egr at i on of t he commer ci al i zed si gn .
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Baudr i l l ar d, who i gnor ed t he medi at i ons by whi ch bot h t hese moment s ar e

connect ed t o capi t al i sm' s commodi f i cat i on dr i ve, was t r ansf i xed by t he

Mani chaean absol ut eness of t hei r opposi t i on . Had t he medi at i ons been

at t ended t o, t he oper at i ons of ar t i f i ci al semi osi s woul d doubt l ess have seemed

l ess omni pot ent and t he mass out br eak of t he Symbol i c l ess conj unct ur al l y

myst er i ous t han he made t hemout t o be . Of cour se, i t i s har dl y sur pr i si ng t hat

t he Edeni c epi phani es and st r eet - f i ght i ng psycho- dr amat i cs of 1968 nowher e

usher ed i n t he New Age : t he r equi si t e pr ogr amme, or gani zat i on and pol i t i cal

f or ces wer e al t oget her l acki ng . But what t hat t empor ar y br eakdown of nor mal

cul t ur al cont r ol s di d demonst r at e, agai nst al l t he end- of - i deol ogy soot hsayi ng

of t he pr evi ous decade, i s t hat at t he i deol ogi cal l evel par excel l ence t he

devel opment of post - i ndust r i al capi t al i smi s as conf l i ct ual as i t i s consensual i st ;

and, i ndeed, t hat under t he r i ght ci r cumst ances accumul at ed cul t ur al t ensi ons

can even engender a gl obal soci al cr i si s .

Theor y and t he evi dence of hi st or y t hus combi ne t o pr ovi de gr ounds f or

hopi ng t hat t he ci r cl e of t he commodi t y- f or m' s nor mat i ve sel f - r egul at i on can

i ndeed be br oken. To what ext ent such a f at ef ul out come can be del i ber at el y

st r at egi zed i s, however , a di f f er ent quest i on . Because of t he compl exi t y of t he

pr ocess wher ei n cul t ur al pol i t i cs ar i se, t he r ect i l i near r el at i on i t s i ssues bear t o

mat t er s of cl ass hegemoni c cont r ol , and t he pot ent i al l y sel f - under mi ni ng

char act er of any t r anspar ent l y i nst r ument al i nver vent i on i nt o hot zones of

consci ousness, we may doubt t he f easi bi l i t y of anyt hi ng so ambi t i ous as a co-

or di nat ed, mul t i - l evel , pl an of cul t ur al campai gn . But i n a mor e ci r cumspect and

ad hoc sense, Mar x' s di r ect i ve t o ent er t he " r eal bat t l es" of t he wor l d i n or der t o

" show i t what i t i s act ual l y f i ght i ng about - 19 does r et ai n her e i t s moment of

act i vi st t r ut h .

Of cour se, f or us i t i s t he commer ci al medi a mor e t han or gani zed r el i gi on

whi ch r equi r e demyst i f i cat i on ; and wi t hi n t he f i el d of cul t ur al pol i t i cs

consi der ed i n t hi s paper demyst i f i cat i on i s har dl y enough . The posi t i ve

depl oyment of t r anscapi t al i st di scour se and symbol ogy i s al so necessar y,

i ndeed cr uci al , si nce unl i ke t he r ecogni t i on st r uggl e of mast er and sl ave whi ch

under l i es Mar x' s concept of cl ass conf l i ct t he cul t ur al di al ect i c of commodi f i ca-

t i on has no t r ul y i nner pr i nci pl e of subl at i on. Thi s, on t he pl ane of t r ade- uni on

consci ousness, and l eavi ng asi de i t s Jacobi n i nspi r at i on, i s pr esumabl y what

Leni n meant by sayi ng t hat r evol ut i onar y consci ousness had t o come " f r om

wi t hout . " On t he pl ane of nor mat i ve consci ousness and i n a spi r i t of pr epar at or y

at t ent i sme an even mor e i deal i st f or mul a coul d easi l y be pr oposed : t he st r onger

and r i cher t he t r anscendent al cul t ur al r esour ces l yi ng t o hand at t he moment

when some f r esh r ound of super st r uct ur al t r oubl es br eak out , t he mor e l i kel y i t

i s t hat somet hi ng t r ul y human wi l l st r i ve t o emer ge - and t he gr eat er t he

chance, per haps, t hat we f i nal l y wi l l .

Pet er - Robi nson Col l ege

Tr ent Uni ver si t y
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I Echange Symbol i que i n J . Feket e ( ed. ) The St r uct ur al Met aphor ( Uni v . of Mi n . Pr ess, 1984) .
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Thi s i s t he basi c mot i f of L' Echange Symbol i que et l a Mor t .
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wi t hi n t he soci al di al ect i c, whi l e absol ut i zed i n t hi s 1944 t ext , was an expl i ci t t heme of

Fr ankf ur t t hi nki ng f r omt he ear l y 30' s . See M. Hor khei mer , Cr i t i cal Theor y ( Her der and Her der ,

1972) pp . 211- 216 .
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Baudr i l l ar d, L' t change Symbol i que, pp . 118- 28 .
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I bi d . , p . 73 .
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Baudr i l l ar d, Pour une Cr i t i que de I t conomi e Pol i t i que du Si gne, pp . 194- 99 .
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The l ament si mul at es what i t pr oj ect s, and f or neo- Kant i ans ( ar en' t we al l ?) t her e can be no

escapi ng t he f i ct i t i ous char act er of t he wor l d . For Baudr i l l ar d' s most expl i ci t at t empt t o pl ace

hi msel f out si de t hi s ci r cl e, see L' t change Symbol i que, pp . 7- 10 and pp . 110- 17 .
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The cl assi c st at ement i s t o be f ound i n E. Dur khei m, The Di vi si on of Labour i n Soci et y ( Fr ee Pr ess,

1964) Chap . 7 .
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For a br i l l i ant t r adi t i onal i st cr i t i que of t hemodemevol ut i on of l ei sur e see J . Pi eper , Lei sur e. The

Basi s of Cul t ur e ( Pant heon, 1952) .
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D. Bel l , The Cul t ur al Cont r adi ct i ons of Capi t al i sm ( Basi c Books, 1976) .
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Eccl esi ast i cal ecumeni ci sm, f r omt he angl e of r el i gi on' s absor pt i on i nt o t he cul t ur e i ndust r y,

r epr esent s a movement t owar ds car t el i zat i on bet ween t he l ar gest ent er pr i ses . The per ver se

Pai sl ey pr ot est has i t s moment of t r ut h her e . -
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B. Fr i edan, The Femi ni ne Myst i que.
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For t he not i on of ' domi nance' i n t hi s cont ext see L. Al t husser , I deol ogy and t he St at e' i n hi s

Leni n and Phi l osophy ( NLB, 1971) . Al t husser ' s f or mul at i on i s much t oo r i gi d, however . I t i s

cr uci al , especi al l y, t o di sent angl e domi nance ( of an appar at us) vi s- A- vi s i ndi vi dual f or mat i on

f r om t he quest i on of i nt er - i nst i t ut i onal i nf l uence and power wi t hi n soci et y as a whol e .
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For a good soci al psychol ogi cal el abor at i on of t hi s ul t i mat el y Sar t r i an di st i nct i on see A.

Est er son, The Leaves of Spr i ng ( Tavi st ock, 1970) .
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Baudr i l l ar d, For a Cr i t i que of t he Pol i t i cal Economy of t he Si gn, p. 169 .
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Al t hough t hey do not el abor at e t he poi nt , a r ecent essay by G. Mur doch and P . Gol di ng,

' Capi t al i sm, Communi cat i on and Cl ass Rel at i ons' st at es t he mai n i ssue ver y wel l :

. . . t he det er mi ni ng cont ext f or pr oduct i on i s al ways t hat of t he mar ket . I n seeki ng t o

maxi mi ze t hi s mar ket , pr oduct s must dr aw on t he most wi del y l egi t i mat ed cent r al cor e val ues

whi l e r ej ect i ng t he di ssent i ng voi ce or t he i ncompat i bl e obj ect i on t o a r ul i ng myt h. The need

f or easi l y under st ood, popul ar , f or mul at ed, undi st ur bi ng, assi mi l abl e f i ct i onal mat er i al i s at

once a commer ci al i mper t i ve and an aest het i c r eci pe" . Cur r an, Gur evi t ch and Wol l acot t , ( eds . )

Mass Communi cat i on and Soci et y ( Edwar d Ar nol d, 1977) p . 40.
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Thi s evocat i ve phr ase was coi ned by H. L . Ni ebur g i n hi s i nsi ght f ul ant hr opol ogi cal st udy of

1960' s count er - cul t ur e, Cul t ur e St or m: Pol i t i cs and t he Ri t ual Or der ( St . Mar t i n' s, N. Y . , 1973) .
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Let t er f r om Mar x t o Ruge 1843 . See D. McLel l an ( ed . ) Kar l Mar x : Ear l y Text s ( Bl ackwel l , 1979) .
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