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ABSTRACT

U8, counties are classificd along a dimension of
urban-rural  orientation and  the socioeconomic
characteristics of their populations are compared for
1970 and for 1960-70 trends. Differences between the
total population and the minority population are also
compared. Socioeconomic characteristics examined
include population distribution and growth; age, sex,
and family structures; geographic mobility: education;
labor force participation and occupational status;
income; and incidence of poverty.

Findings indicate that the population of totally rural
nonmetropolitan counties, compared with that of other
counties, has a relatively low level of cumrent
socioeconomic  status and future potential. The
population of the more urbanized nonmetropolitan
counties compares favorably with that of metropolitan
arcas in terms of age structure, geographic mobility,
educational attainment, income, and employment status.
Across all residence categories, however, there are
substantial differences between the total population and
the minority population.
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SUMMARY*

Educational attainment, income, and employment
status are, on the average, lower for people in totally
rural nonmetropolitan counties of the United States
than for population in other arcas. However, urbanized
nonmetropolitan countivs compare quite favorably with
the metropolitan seetor in terms of their populations’
composition and sotiorconomic status, But across all 10
categories of rural and urban orientation delineated in
‘hin study, there are substantial differences between the
total population and the minority population,

Population change during the 1960 ranged from a
33.5-prreent increase in fringe  counties of greater
metropolitan (metro) areas to a $.4-percent decline in
totally rural nonmetropolitan {(nonmetro) counties not
adjacent to a metro ara. Growth for metro counties
as a group was 17 pereent. but only 3.4 pereent for
nenmetro vounties, largely because of net outmigration
of 3.6 pereent. The minority population grew by over
vne-tiird in metro counties, but declined 1.6 pereent in
nommetro counties,

In 1970, median age in the more rural-oriented
rountien was substantially older than that in metro
counties and in the most urbanized nonmetro counties.

Only slight variations in family structure, as denoted
by the incidence of husband-wife families and the
number of children under 18 years old living with both
parents, existed across the county groups. However,
unstable family characteristics were far more prevalent
among the minority populaiion than among the total
population.

Median years of school completed by the population
25 years old and over in 1970 ranged from about 10
years in totally rural nonmetro counties to a little over
12 years in metro counties and in the most urbanized

*A more detailed survey of findings appears on pp. 61-63.

vl

nonmetro connties, For 16; o 17.yearolds, sehoo)
dropout rates were higher in nonmetro counties than in
metro counties, and highest of all among minorities in
nonmetro counties.

The labor foree grew 44 percent in fringe connties of
greater metro areas during the 1960°%, but declined 0.3
pereent in totally rural areas not adjucent to a metro
area. The 1.8, male labor force increased 9.7 pereent
during the decade, and the female labor force, 37.5
prreent,

Nonmetro counties, although accounting for 80
pereent of the loss of employment opportanities in
extravtive industrivs, accounted for almost two-thirds of
the gain in manufacturing employment during the
1960's, Employment in service industries in nonmetro
counties, on the other hand, grew only 28,6 pereent,
compared with 30 percent in metro counties.

Differences in income and the incidinee of poverty
between the metro and nonmetro counties resulted from
differences in population characteristics such as age and
educational attainment, as well as from differences in
the type and availability of employment opportunities,
The incidence of poverty among families with employed
male houschold heads was 8.5 percent in nonmetro
areas, comparcd with 3.4 percent in metro areas. Among
minorities, this figure was 14 percent at the U.S, level,
9.6 percent in metro arwas, and 3.7 pereent in
nonmetro areas.

Wages and salaries were slightly less important as a
source of income in nonmetro counties than in metro
counties, and least important in the most rura) counties.
Sclf-employment income (both farm and nonfarm), on
the other hand, was more important in nonmetro
counties and most important in the most rural countics.
Social security and public assistance income were higher
as a percentage of total income in nonmetro counties,

Uuau
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INTRODUCTION

This report compares the socioeconomic characteris-
tics of metropolitan (metro) and nonmetropolitan (non-
metro) populations for 1970 and discusses 1960:70
trends in these characteristics. Our general assumption is
that population characteristics differ according to an
area’s degree of urban orientation. As urbanization, as
well as improvements in transportation and communica-
tion, ties areas of the United States ever closer, inter-
dependence among communities becomes stronger. Few
arcas are ecither totally urban or totally rural oriented.
Hence, this report is concerned with comparisons within
the metro and nonmetro sectors as well as with aggregate
metro-nonmetro COMPansons.

Counties of the United States are classified along a
dimension of urban-rural residence for purposes of the
analysis. At one extreme of the dimension are inner
cities of greater metro areas, while at the other extreme
are totally rural counties without direct proximity to a

metro center. Between the extremes are thousands of
areas which in varying degrees are influenced by and
oriented to both urban and rural environments,

Socioeconomic data are an important input in the
planning, development, and operation of communities.
Such data increase one’s understanding of the reciprocal
relationships  between  demographic, economie, and
social processes, and thereby provide an increasingly
firm background for policymakers in government and
business to use in their planning operations,

This report provides insights into differences among
American communities as to (a) the limitations imposed
by the age and education structures of their populations,
(b) the employment opportunities they offer, and {c)
their incomes and economic prosperity. The report
should be useful to people interested in national growth
policy, population distribution, and rural development.

HISTORICAL TRENDS

The structure of contemporary American com-
munities contrasts sharply with that of colonial times,
Two hundred years of social and economic changes have
transformed the original rural, agricultural society to an
urban, industria) one. This transformation has affected
communities at all levels of the urban hierarchy. Rapid
gowth of nonfarm industries has transformed many
communitics into luge urban centers. Still other
medium-sized and smaller communities have demon-
strated growth and vi.ality and have emerged as a major
focus of social and economic life in rural and small-town
America, At the same time, many rural communities,
remaining dependent on agricultural or other extractive
industries, have declined in size and economic vitality.

For 200 years, millions of Americans have been borr
to farm families or families in small, rural commurities
only to find their life’s work in urban, industrial centers.

‘In 1790, according to the first official census, there were

1

3.7 million rural people~19 out of every 20 Americans
(table 1). Since then, the rural population has grown,
but has declined as a percentage of the total. By 1920,
the Nation had hecome predominantly urban, with the
number of urban residents exceeding that of rural areas,
In 1970, only one-fourth (53.9 million) of all Americans
were ~iassed as rural and less than 1 in 20 lived on farm=
(9.7 million). Further, whereas in 1790 there were no
U.S. cities of over 50,000 people, by 1970, over
one-third of all Americans lived in such cities and almost
1 in 10 Americans lived in urban places of 1 million or
more people.

Technological innovations have had a substantial
impact on the structure of American society and have
been an underlying factor in U.S. urbanization and
industrialization. Innovations in farming—such as chemi-
cal fertilizers, improved crop and animal varieties, and,
most important of all, substitution of machines for

UULi



Table 1 -U.S. population, by residence, 1790-1970

Urban JRural Living in piaces of:

Total Total Nonfarm Farm 10,000 or more | 30.000 or more

Yeur - Mil Percent Percent Percent Parcent Percent Percent

of US. | Mil 4 ey, | M orus. [ MY [orus. | M | orus. | M |orus.
1790 39 0.2 51 3.7 939 .- .- L 0.1 2.8 enr een
1820 9.6 0.7 7.2 B39 928 .- .o .v- . 04 4386 0.3 26
1850 23.2 3.5 15.3 196 B4 .- .- ver oo 26 1.3 1.5 6.3
1880 50.2 141 28.2 360 N8B .- .- evs wes 108 215 7.2 143
1300 76.2 30.2 397 45.8 603 “ee .. s s 241 b 169 2.2
1910 92.2 42.0 457 500 543 .- .. e e 3.1 370 M3 26.6
1920 106.0 542 512 516 483 1906 185 320 302 439 423 328 309
1930 123.2 69.0 562 538 438 233 190 305 29 585 475 430 349
1940 132.2 4.4 563 572 A3s5 2.7 203 308 232 629 A6 455 N4
1950 151.3 95.8 640 5435 360 314 208 23.0 15.2 742 490 535 35.3
1960 1793 125.3 699 4. 30.1 384 24 130 8.7 974 543 648 362
1970 203.2 1493 735 539 265 442 A7 9.7 4% 1128 553 73.2 36.0

Source: 1.8, Denartment of Commerce, Burcaw of the Census.

manpower  have vesulted in inereased yields and pro-
ductivity. But they have als> created o surplus of
farm-born and farm-reared labor resources (table 2).
Concomitantly, prowth and innovations in the nonfarm
wetor have  produced employment  epportunities in
industry for surplus farm labor. These transformations

have been mutually interdependent and reinforeing, and
hence it is debatable whether the agricultural changes
have brought on the industrial changes, or vice versa,

As  technological innovations revolutionized  agri-
culture, they were creating industrial and other non-
agricultural opportunities as well. Of these far-reaching

Table 2 - Increases in labor productivity and outmigration of the farm population

Labor productivity in farming
Penod Period Annual average net outmigra-
| "tion from the farm population
Corn for grain Wheat L Cotton
Hrs. per 100 bushels Hrs. per bale ‘Thousands Percent
Man houis per unit of production:
About 1800 ...... 344 373 601
About 1840 ... ... 276 233 439
About 1880 . 180 152 304
1910-14 .. ...... 135 106 276
1920-25 666 2.1
1925-29 . 115 73 286 1%25-30 593 19
1930-35 58 0.2
1935-39 ........ 108 67 209 193540 708 2.3
194045 1,602 58
194549 . ....... 53 M 146 1945-50 677 28
1950-55 1,115 54
1955-59 ... 20 17 74 1955-60 910 5.2
1960-65 794 57
196569 ........ 7 11 30 1965-70 594 55
1970-72 ....... i [ 9 25 1970-73 1n3 1.2

Souece: Productivity estimates from: Wayne Rasmussen, “The Impuct of Technological Change on American Agriculture,
1862-1962.” Journal of Economic History 1962;and U.S. Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Statistics, 1973, table 651. Migration data from:
Vera J. Banks and Calvin L. Beale, Farm Population Estimates, 1910-1970, U).S. Dept. of Agr., Rural Development Service, July 1973,
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changes, none was more fundamental than the applica-
tion of steam, electricity, and the internal combustion
engine to industry, communicetion, and transportation.
New modes of transportation and communication per-
mitted great cities to dominate smaller cities and other
communities in their surrounding tributary area. These
outlying communities, heretofore relatively autono-
mous, became svbordinate to the metropolis and inte-
grated with it. Hencr, not cities in general, but metro-
politan cities in particular dominate contemporary
American society.

The consequences of technological changes in agri-
culture and the resulting heman exodus from farming
have peen devastating for many rural communities. Not
only has the demand for farm labor decreased but so has
the demand for many of the goods and services that
rural communities provide These rural service centers
have had to adapt to changes in their environments, and
adaptation has not always been easy or successful, Rural

communities faced with declining farm job opportuni-
ties, and with nonfarm job growth unable to fill the gap,
have lost miliions of prople—particularly the young,
better educated, and more skilled—through migration to
more economically viable areas,

In contrast, many larger nonmetro eities have experi-
enced growth and vitality in recent years. They have
adapted to technological changes by emerging as the
providers of employment opportunities, services, and
amenitics to their own residents as well as to the
residents of nearby smaller towns and rural areas.

Metropolitanization of American society has dimin-
ished differences between urban and rural communities,
but we cannot assume that no important differences
remain. As Sorokin (1927) remarked, ‘*Urbanization. .
means only an approzch of (the rural world’s) character-
istics to the characteristics of the urban world but does
not mean a complete obliteration of all differences
between them.”

METHOD OF ANALYSIS

Population data are derived from the 1960 and 1970
Censuses of Population. The 1960 census data are based
on a 25.percent sample of the population, and the 1970
data are from 20-percent and 15-percent samples.

To compare differences in socioeconomic characteris-
tice by metro and nonmetro sectors, counties were
chosen as the units of analysis and were grouped into 10
residence categories. Each category represents a degree
of urban orientation. This classification scheme (dcfined
more fully below) delineates counties into metro and
nonmetro rah-gonos by size of the metro avea of which
cach metro county is a part, and for nunmetro counties
by the number of urban residents and geographic
proximity to a metro area,

This classification allows one to break the US.
population into meaningful residence groups. It has
more potential than the traditional rural-urban and
metro-nonmetro dichotomies in appraising differences in
population characteristics among American communi-
ties. Substantial diversity among cities and counties of
metro and nonmetro areas has been demonstrated by
prior research, which has also shown that gross compari-
sons of urban and rural or metro and nonmetro
communities are severely limited (Ogburn, 1937, Dun-
can and Reiss, 1958; Hathaway, +t. al.,1968). Duncan
and Reiss indicate that “The urban-rural classification
lumps together in a single category the town of 5,000
inhabitants and the metropolis of 500,000. But differ-
ences among urban centers of different sizes are ire-
quently as significant as the differences between the
urban and rural populations as a whole.”

3

Al U.S. counties and county equivalents are grouped
according to their official Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) 1673 metropolitan-nonmetropolitan
designation.' Metro counties are further divided by the
population size of the Standard N‘Ltropolnan Statistical
Area (SMSA) of which they are a part.* Counties within
metro areas ¢f 1 million people or more are classified as
greater metro and further divided into core and subur-
ban (fringe) counties. Constituent counties of metro
areas of 250,000 to 999,999 people are classified as
medium metro, and small metro counties of less than
250,000 persons are classified as lesser metro counties.

Nonmetro counties are divided according to the
aggregate size of their urban pOpulauons and their
geographic proximity to metro areas.® Urbanized, less

'In April 1973, OMB designated a number of counties as
metropolitan. Data here were compiled prior to the final
announcement and recognize only 612 metropolitan counties
rather than the April 1973 total of 626.

3A Standard Metropoltan Statistical Area (SMSA) is a
county or a group of contiguous counties which contain at least
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or twin cities with a
combined population of at least 50,000. In addition, contiguous
counties are included in an SMSA if according to certain criteria
they are socially and economically integrated with the central
city.

*Urban nonmetro population resides in incorporated and
unincorporated towns and cities of at least 2,500 inhabitants.
Proximity to metro areas is indicated by geographic contiguity
and at least 1 percent of the labor force commuting to the setro
central county for work. Boundary-contiguity at a single point
or corner is not counted as contiguous.

0010



urbanized, and totally rural nonmetro counties are those
having at least 20,000 urban residents, from 2,500 to
19,999 urban residents, and no urban residents, respec-
tively. Each of the three nonmetro cournty groups is
further divided int> those contiguous to an SMSA and
those not contiguous to an SMSA,

In total, the 10 groups of counties (4 metro, 6
nonmetro) represent varying degrees of urban influence
upon the countics’ population; that is, the gronpings
represent an urban-rural dimension with the w205t urban
being the core counties of greater metro areas and the
most rural being nonmetro counties with no urban
_residents and not adjacent to an SMSA,

Metro and nonmretro counties by county group are
displuyed in figures 1 and 2. The county groups are as
follows:

1. Metropolitan (SMSA) counties (fig. 1):

1. Greater metropolitan—counties of SMSA’s
having at least 1 million population in 1970
(175 counties). Examples are New York City,
Chicago, and Los Angeles.

a. Core counties—counties containing the
primary central city of greater metro areas
(48 counties).  Examples are -- Cook
County, Illinois, the five counties of New
York City. and St. Louis City ard County.

b. Fringe counties—suburban counties of
greater metro areas (127 counties). Exam-
ples are Montgomery County, Maryland,
and Fairfax County, Virginia, of the Wash-
ington, D.C. metro area, or Bucks Uounty,
Pennsylvania, of the Philadelphia metro
area.

2. Medium metropolitan—these counties make up
SMSA’s of 250,000 to 999,999 population
(258 counties). Some SMSA’s that fall into
this category include Phoenix, Oklahoma City,
Madison, Birmingham, and Salt Lake City.

3. Small metropolitan—these counties make up
SMSA’s of less than 250,000 population (179
counties). Examples of small SMSA’s are
Portland, Maine; Eugene, Oregon; and
Hamilton-Middletown, Ohio.

1. Nonmetropolitan (non-SMSA) counties (fig. 2):

4. Urbanized adjacent—counties contiguous to
SMSA’s and having an aggregate urban popula-
tion of at least 20,000 residents (191 coun-
ties).

ERIC

5. Urbanized not adjacent—counties not contig-
uous to SMSA s and h:ving an aggregate urban
population of ai lzas. 20,000 inhabitants (137
counties).

6. Less urbanived adjacent—counties contiguous
to SMSA’s and having an aggregate urban
population of %.,500 to 19,999 inhabitants
(564 counties).

7. Less urbanized not adjacent—counties not
contiguous to SMSA s and having an aggregate
urban population of 2,500 to 19,999 inhabi-
tants (721 counties).

8. Totally rural adjacent--counties contiguous to
SMSA’s and having no urban population (246
counties).

9, Totally rural not adjacent—counties not con-
tiguous to SMSA’s and having no urban
population (626 counties).

In addition to comparing county groups, this report
also compares 1960 and 1970 socioeconomic character-
istics for the four Census regions for the total and
minority populations.*

In comparing county groups over time, the recent
(1973) metro or nonmetro designation is used for 1960
s0 that comparisons are made over constant groups of
counties. Those counties which became officially metro
between 1960 and 1973 are included in the metro
vategory for both 1960 and 1970. This permits analysis
armong currently designated metro countizs at two
points in time. However, nonmetro rates of change
between 1960 and 1970 for a number of items may be
depressed by the inclusion of some rapidly changing
counties in the metro category that were nonmetro at
the beginning of the period (1960). With respect to
population growth, for example, newly designated metro
counties grew by 25.3 percent, compared with 16.4
percent for those that were metro in both 1960 and
1970 and only 4.4 percent for those that were nonmetro
at both times.

4Since 84 percent of the nonmetro minority population
resides in the southern region, data are presented in this report
for the minoiity populations of the United States and the South,
but not for the other regions. Minority population corresponds
to the census concept of **Negro and other races population.”
This category includes persons who indicated their race as one of
the following: Negro (Negro and Black), American Indian,
Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Hawalian, Korean, Aleut, and
Eskimo. A de*~iled discussion of this concept is found in the
1970 Census U..-. Guide (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970).
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POPULATION

DISTRIBUTION AND GROWTH

In 1970, fully 73 percent of the Nations total
population and 77 percent of the minority population
lived in metro areas (table 3). However, the minority
population was substantially more concentrated in core
counties of greater SMSA’s than was the total popula-
tion (43.3 percent vs. 29.1 percent).

Between 1960 and 1970, the nonmetro areas grew in
population by 4.4 percent while metro areas grew by 17
percent (fig. 3). The minority population grew by 34.3
percent in metro areas and declined by 4.6 percent in
nonmetro areas, However, these aggregate figures mask
differences within the metro and nonmetro categories.
Fringe counties of greater metro areas grew by 33.5
percent (from 19 million to 25 million people), or three
times the percentage growth of the neighboring core
counties, Medium and lesser metro counties grew by
17.5 and 15.4 percent, respectively.®

Within the nonmetro sector, less urbanized counties
lost population, while more urbanized counties experi-

3For a discussion of more recent population trends, see
Calvin L. Beale, “Rural Development: Population and Settle-
ment Prospects,” Journal of Soil and Water Conservation, Vol.
29,'No. 1 (Jan.-Feb.), 1974, pp. 23-28.

enced moderate gains. In the more mral counties,
population losses were due to outmigration and espe-
cially to the loss of farmers and farm.related population.
The Northeast region deviated from this pattern with
moderately high rates of growth in its totally rural

" counties. Population growth rates varied across the four

regions, with the West and South leading the Northeast
and North Central (app. tuble 1). The national growth
rate of the minority population exceeded that of the
total population, but, in the South, the minority
population grew at a slower pace than the total. In the
South, the minority population increased less rapidly in

.metro areas than did the total population (19.4 percent

vs, 22.4 percent). Furthermore, the minotity population
in southern nonmetro areas declined 7.5 percent, while
the total population in these areas rose 3.1 percent.
Intercounty variation in the rate of .population
change was greater for the minority population than for
the total population, but the overall metro-nonmetro
pattern of growth and decline was similar for both
groups (fig. 3). In confrast to the total population,
however, the minority group population increased sub-
stantially in core counties of greater metro areas (43
percent va, 11 percent). In the other metro categories,
there was little difference in the pattern of population

Table 3-Distribution of population, by metro and nonmetro counties and race. 1970 and 1960

ERIC

1970 1960
Total . Total ~ .
. Minority . Minority
County type population population
Number of Number of Number of Number of
persons Percentage ns Percentage persons Percentage persons Percentage
US.total ............ 203,213 100.0 25,106 100.0 179,306 100.0 20,468 100.0
Metrototal . . . ... .... 147,996 72.8 19,276 76.7 126,443 70.5 14,357 70.1
Greater metro-core .. . .| 59,169 29.1 10,878 43.3 53,156 29.6 7,591 K18
Greater metro-fringe. . . | 25,296 124 1,381 55 18,934 10.6 906 4.4
Mediummetzo... ...] 46,078 22.7 5,242 20.9 39,222 219 4,299 210
Lessermetro, .. . . ... 17453 8.6 1775 71 15,130 8.4 1,560 7.6
Nonmetro total ....... 55,217 27.2 5,830 23.3 52,863 29.5 6,112 299
Utbanized adjacent. .. .| 13,967 6.9 1,085 4.4 12,435 6.9 1,018 4.9
Urbanized not adjacent . 7,644 38 875 35 7.088 4.0 891 44
Less urbanized
adjacent . ...... ...] 13,307 6.5 1,601 64 12,788 7.1 1,716 8.4
Less urbanized not
adjacent ....... <..] 13,598 6.7 1470 58 13,661 7.6 1616 79
Totally rural adjacent . . | 2.325 1.1 349 1.4 2,315 1.3 “s0 19
Totally rural not
adjacent . . ........ 4,37% 2.2 451 1.8 4,576 2.6 490 24
Source: App. table ]
7
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growth rates between the two groups (although the
magnitudes of the rates differ). For both groups, total
and minority, population growth was most rapid in
fringe areas of greater SMSA's followed by medium
SMSA’s and small metro areas.

A comperison of nonmetro categorics shows that the
minority population grew by 6 percent in urbanized
counties aujazent to an SMSA and declined in all other
county groups. Once again, although the magnitudes of
the rates differ, the pattern of growth and decline
between the 10 county groups is quite similar for both
the total and minority populations.

COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE

Population change i» the product of two
components—natural increase and net migration. Natural
increase represents the excess of births over deaths,
while net migration represents the difference between
the number of persons migrating into an area and the
number migrating from it.* The consequences of popula-
tion change in a community are more clearly understood
if one determines whether growth or decline is attribut-
able to natural increase or decrease, to net migration, or
to a combination of both. A growing community which
has gained population through natural increase, even
though it has lost residents through net outmigration,
faces a different set of circumstances than a community
which has gained population through both components.

The population of metro counties, in the aggregate,
grew by 17 percent between 1960 ana 1970. Natural

$Net migration comprises both net immigration from
abroad and net internal migration. Another factor in population
change, redefinition of areas, is not applicabie in this report since
a constant 1973 definition of metropolitan and nonmetropolitan
counties is carried throughout.

Components of population change dats are compiled from
several sources. Estimates of births and deaths are based on
teported vital statistics, and net migration is estimated by
subtracting natural increase from net population change. Net
population change is derived from the 1950, 1960, and 1970
census reports for counties. The 1970 Census counts used in this
compilation are from the 1970 Census of Population, Advance
Report PC{V2) for cach State. These data are not precisely
comparable to the 1970 Census of Population, fourth count
sample data. PC(1)-C used in the compilation of app. table 1 and
fig. 3. The patterns of population change indicated in both sets
of data are quite similaz, however, and the components of
population change data can be used with confidence to examine
the dynamics of population change among the covnty residence
categories used in this report. {See: U.S. Bureau of the Census
{1971) for a thosough discussion of the components of
population change data.)

These data are not available by race except for those counties
in which Negroes and other races represent 10 percent of the
1960 population or 10.000 population in 1960. Hence, we do
not present data by race for components of population change in
this report.

increase accounted for the greater part of this growth.
This was the case for all metro county types except
fringe areas of greater SMSA's. Despite a relatively high
rate of natural increase in these areas—largely because of
an age structure favorable to high fertility--inmigration
exceeded natural increase. lrmigration was from the
core of the SMSA’s (i.e., suburbanization) as well as
from other metro and nonmetro areas.

The 4.4-percent population growth rate in nonmetro
areas resulted from natural increase (10.1 percent)
offsetting losses from outmigration (-5.6 percent) (fig.
4). Nonmetro counties were, therefore, exporters of
people during the 1960's, but they did not export all
their natural increase. The ability of nonmetro areas to
retain part of their natural population increase varied
considerably by county residence type, however. For
example, urbanized adjacent counties and less urbanized
not adjacent counties had similar rvates of natural
increase (11.3 and 9.2 percent, respectively), but the
former grew in population and the latter declined. This
is because the less urbanized areas lost population
through outmigration during the decade (~9.7 percent),
while the urbanized adjacent counties gained slightly
through inmigration (1 percent). Totally rural counties
not adjacent to an SMSA had the highest rate of
ocutmigration during the decade (~12.2 percent). This
figure substantially exceeds the rate of natural increase
and consequently such counties experienced absolute
declines in population.

Comparing the 1950’ with the 1960’ reveals essen-
tially similar patterns. In most cases, however, the rates
of natural increase and net migration were considerably
greater during the carlier decade. For example, non-
metro outmigration declined from —13.0 percent during
the 1950’ to —5.6 percent during the 1960’ .pp. table
2).

In each of the four census regions, the patterns of
natural increase and net migration are similar to the
puttern experienced at the national level, although
notable exceplions- can be pointed out (app. table 2).
Totally rural counties in the Northeast, in contrast to
wimilar counties in the other three regions, experienced
net inmigration during the 1960%. Other exceptions
were in the South, where core counties of greater
SMSA's had rates of inmigration which were nearly as
high as their rates of natural increase, and in the West,
where inmigration was equally as imporiant as natural
increase in bringing about metro population growth.

AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE OF THE POPULATION
The age and sex structure of a society imposes
requirements and limitatiors on each of its institutions,
Age and sex structure have implications for the size,
composition, and entry and departure rates of the labor
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force, for family formation and childbearing, for
demand for additional housing units, and for the
delivery of community, health, and social services,

Sex Structure

The ratio of males to females is somewhat higher in
nonmetro than in metro areas (fig. 3). This is especially
clear when comparing polar cases such as metro counties
(94.1 males per 100 females) and totally rural nonmetro
counties (98.4 males per 100 females).

Comparing the four categories of metro counties for
1970 indicates that the greater SMSA’s had lower sex
ratios {males/100 females) than did smaller connties and
that fringe counties had the highest sex ratios of all
(fig. 5). Among nonmetro areas, lotally rural counties
had the highest ratios of males to females. Sex ratios
were lowest in the Northeast and highest in the West
(app. table 3). Sex ratios were lower for the minority
population than for the total population. The pattern of
urban-rural differences in the sex ratio, however, is
similar for both population groups.

Between 1960 and 1970, the ratio of males to
females declined in all county categorics, as did the
difference in sex ratios between metro and nonmetro
arcas (app.table 3). Ia 1960, males outnumbered
females in totally rural counties, except in the Northeast
and in the minority population. By 1970, the reverse
was true, and females exceeded males in all but the
totally rural counties not adjacent to an SMSA in the
West.

In the past, the ratio of males to females in rura! areas
has been high, reaching 150 in some counties” The
decline in the sex ratio, as well as the leveling of
urban-rural differences in the sex ratio. are major
alterations in the structure of the U.S. population. At
the national level, these changes are associated with the
growing disparity in length of life between males and
females, the reduced influence of internativnal immigra-
tion, and, to a lesser extent, to war Josses. Reduction of
the sex ratio in rural areas is related to these factors as
well as to the decline of employment in male-oriented
industries such as agriculture and mining.

Age Structure

In 1970, the median sge of the population was 28.3
years in nonmetro areas and 28 years in inetro areas
(fig. 6). This overall similarity masks considerable dif-
ferences among the county categories, however. In core
counties of greater SMSA's, the median age was 29.3
years in 1970, 2.7 years older than the comparable
figure for counties of lesser SMSA 's. In nonmetro areas,
the urbanized counties had ycunger populations than

7For example, sural counties in Nevada.

11

did the more rural countics, These patterns are similar
for the total population in all census regions, although
the Northeast and North Central had somewhat older
populations, overall, than did the South and the West
(app. able 3).

The median age of the minority group population
differs in two ways from that of the total population.
First, the minority population has a median age of 22.7
years, 5.3 years younger than the comparable figure for
the total population (28.1). Second, median age of the
minority population declines gradually but regularly as
one moves from counties of grrater SMSAS (23.9) to
totally rural counties (19.3) (fig. 5). This low median age
is somewhat surprising, given the heavy ontmigration of
young minority families thal characterized rural areas
during the past two decades. Low median age of rural
minurities indicates the profound effect of high fertility
on the age structure of a population.

Between 1960 and 1970, the median age of the U.S,
population declined from 29.5 years to 28.1 years. This
decline was most pronounced in metro areas and
particularly in core countics of greater SMSA’s. The
changing minority composition of these vore counties is,
to some extent, responsible for this decline in median
age. In muny areas, young people—a large proportion of
whom, are in the prime childbearing ages as well as
members of minority groups—now outnumber older
people. Herce, childbearing and inmigration of a young
population have combined tr redace the median age in
core counties of greater SMSA’s,

Between the decades, there was no change in median
age for nonmetro areas laken as a whole. Again,
however, differences existed between the residence
categories. Populations of urbanized counties became
younger during the decade, while those of more rural
counties became older {app. table 4). Increases in the
median ages of the more rural counties’ populations are
amsociated with outmigration of young adults of working
and childbearing age. Median age in these rural counties
would have become still older had not fertility of the
remaining populatioh been relatively high. Only in
nonmetro counties of the Northeast, which had a
1960-70 net inmigration of 15,600 persons, was the
1970 median age lower than in 1960,

Figure 7, showing variations in age structure by
county type, permits a more detailed analysis of age
structure than does a summary measure such as median
age. Comparisons of the age distributions in figure 7
enable one to understand how differentials in median
age come about.

The data in figure 7 indicate that even though metro
and nonmetro counties had a similar median age in
1970, the age structures of their populations were quite

ulda
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different. Nonmetro populations were characterized by a
surplus of young children, a relative undersupply of
working age adults 20 to 55 years old, and a surpluxs of
older residents. Morcover, this pattern beeomes increas
ingly extreme in the totally rural categories.

FERTIITY

The large proportion of young children in totally
rural counties indivates high fertility. Census data can be
wsed to compute several measures of fertility, and two are
discussed in this report: (a) the child-woman ratio, and
{b) children ever born to ever-marricd women,

These two measures have different implications. The
child-woman ratio is a measure of current fertility; it
indicates the fertility behavior of women in the child-
bearing ages during the most recent 5-year period. It is
also a measure of effective fertility in that the greater
part of infant mortality to be experienced by the
children concerned bas already oceurred.® Children ever
born to ever-marricd women aged 35-3, on the other
hand, tells us very little about current fertility, bt itis a
measure of cumulative fertility. 1t indicates the overall
fertility experienve of an age cohort of women (i,
ever-married women aged 33-34) throughout their child-
braring yrars. Age cohorts of women pass through the
childbearing ages at different times, and they may
experience different socivtal conditions that influenee
fertility behavior, Women who were 35 to # years old
in 1960, for example, were borm between 1916 and
1925, and they spent the first part of their childbearing
ages during the depression and the Second World War,
Women who were 35 to 3 years old in 1970, on the

other hand, entered childbearing age during the post-war,

“baby boom.”

In 1970, the number of children ever born per 1,000
ever-married women 35 1o - was over 3,500 in totally
rural counties. This s much higher than the approxi-
mately 2,130 children required for the population to

'Because the child-woman ratio makes use of the total
number of women in a broad range, such as 20-44 years, i1 may
happen that one population has a higher fertibty ratio than
another simply because it has more women at the most fertile
ages within the uge range used and fewer at other ages. This is
likely to be the case when vcomparing counties grouped by the
degree of urban influence. As ponted out carlier, these vounty
groups vary vonsiderably in their age composition; consequently,
the child'woman ratio was standardized -ndirectly using the
technique suggested by Grabill and Cho (1965). A standard set
of agesspevific national ratios of children under § years to
women 20-44, 1960, was used in the standardization procedure.
This procedure did not alter the pattern of rural-urban dif-
ferences in the observed child-woman ratios although it did
change their magmiudes. Since the urban-rural pattern was
essentially the same after the standardization, it was decided to
report only the observed unstandardized ratios in this report.

4]

replace itwll.? Comparisons of the residence groups
show that metro counties exveeded the replacement
requirement by 40 pereent, urbanized nonmetropolitan
counties by 53 percent, and totally raral counties by v2
pereeat. Regardless of heavy outmigration *of young
aduits and related distortions to the age struvture of the
totally rural counties, such vounties continue 1o be areax
of high fertility (fig. 8).

For the minority population in 1970, the number of
children ever born to ever-married women was substan-
tially in excess of the number born to such women of
the total population. In addition, the difference between
urban and rural counties was considerably greater for
mincrities than for the total population. The number of
children ever born per 1,000 minority women ranged
from a low of 3,270 in core counties of greater SMSAS
to a high of 5,501 in rural counties not adjucent to
SMSAN, The range of this measure of fertility was
substantially more limited for the total population
(2,943 to 3,654). The Northeast was lower in cumulative
fertility than the other regions (app. table 0).

Between 1960 and 1970, cumulative fertility in-
creased by almost 500 childres per 1,000 women aged
35 10 44. Henee, the overall fertility of women who
were' beyond childbearing age by 1970 was almon
one-half a child in excess of the comparable figure for
such women 10 years before (app. table 6). This change
is associated with the different social, economic, and
historical circumstances that the two cohorts of women
passed through during their prime childbearing ages.

In 1970, the ratio of children under 5 years of age to
women in the childbearing ages (20 to 44) increased
regularly as one moves from core counties of greater
SMSA's (486/1,000) to totally rural counties
(596/1,000). The rural-urban pattern was essentially the
same in all regions and for both the total and minority
populations (fig. 9). The child-woman rativ, however,
was considerably higher for the minority population.
Regions of the country differed only slightly on this
measure of current fertility (app. table 7).

Comparing 1960 and 1970 indicates that fertility was
higher in vural than in urban areas in both years, but the
rural-urban difference was Jess pronounced in 1970,
There seems to have been a leveling of rural-urban
differences in current fertility during the period. Also,
the fertility ratio was considerably Jower in all areas in
1970 (app. table 7). Some of the factors accounting for
this change include increased availability and efficacy of
birth control, changes in attitudes regarding family size,
and increased labor force participation of women,

*Thas allows for loss of children who do not reach the
childbearing ages. See Grabill and Cho (1965) for the procedure
used in computing the replacement guota.

JUdu



BEST COPY AVAILABLE

- L ]
18} ¥L969 SH3 "OAN
MNUNNEY 40 JusuIedeQ ‘SN
YSAS LE 03 sosipe 10N I [ YSHS e 03 Jadeipns
‘EIIDISRI USN O —  ONSUON (RINY AlRIOg

‘SuEPISEs WIOAN GEG'GS - ODS'Z — ONSUNION PITNIEG) 139}
BSPISSI UIN MIOW SO OO0 —  DASUMON PIZIELY) @

» L ]
00NN
. e e e 9 e

3 ‘Q“
AN]

o 010N

58904 12430 Pue 0sbapy

"g andty

‘PIO ‘SAA DI GE BHUOM O000°T 8D BI0G SRS UPIPNYD ZE 172 = JUMUIDNI0R 1PUONRSIUSE 4O 1848, o
9 AP} X1PUAIE 833 R IID 1Pu0I6RL 204,
‘S WO} XjPpuAidy  PINOS

LY ENIHNS VENIOGoINE PEPURS —~ YSNS

*#id0sd ONO'GHZ - DOO'DS 10 S WSS —  Oilbyy JomeT)
“91d08d 666'666 - 000'D5Z 10 S WSWS — 0B LNpeYy
0w 50 Mo NOLINL | 40 SWSHS — OB ML o

e A R L ] oOMUNON @ OONM 00 3N

A AN ]
»,

AR A OOU
LN

LR AONOO

-

»

-

10.NMP~N

0052

000'

00s’e

oo’y

005"y

0056

- 000’9

wi0g sang

o 0l1aN lejoL

7 o

*x0L61 “39ey Aq ‘Sauncs oNAWLON Pue 0N3 W
‘bv-ge paby udwom pawEp-2AT 0D0°L J3d Wog JAAT UAPAY)

WBOPYD

16

UG

ERIC



BEST CCPY AVAILABLE

"6 21031

*£ ML} XIPLRDAL 235 1ILIAP 1PL0IBRS 10 4 5

{8) ¥£-569 SHI DIN ‘D00 TI51294 v 02 UBMLOM AG PAMMD SIPAA G JPDUN UANEINAOH) .

PIOUNHY SO Jumslindeg) 5N

2 ARE)MPUAth. o AMNOS

WSS us 03 2uddeipe 100 i) 0 75%S ue 03 Juesdeipy SRS IRMISELG UEIOAONY DRPUEIS ~ YSHS

MM UICUN O ~  OHNBUMON (2INY AREIOL oI OON'6HZ - 00005 O SYSHS — QI e

RUIPIHI UBUN BEE'6L - ST — NN PITILEQ 134 *91dod 666'666 - DD0'05Z 1O 3,WSIHS ~ DU WNIPoY
SSUIPISHI UBGIN BI04 30 ODO'OZ — oNAMeN pRZINEN @ 100881 40 MO0 UONYI | JO S SIS — DAY MELID )

0 031aMU0N 00NN

g $9982 40 pue oiban DA

e

0--...—.

»x0L61 338y Aq “sanunod os)awuoN pue oI ul

el

#0lIEY UBWOM-PIIY)

ooy

ong
04as
009
089
00L
052
008
-~ 058

~ 006

- 056

oney
UBLSOM-PID

17

Ny

ERIC



ERIC

The effect of these reductions in fertility on the age
structure of the varivu. county groups is reflected in the
data presented carbier (fig. 7). In vach case, the pereent.
age of the population in the youngest age gronp (0 to 5
years) s smaller than the percentage of the population
aged 5 to Y years ur 10 to 13 years, For the minority
population in rural counties, these alterations in age
strueture are even more noticeable and are a conwe-
quenee of a combination of heavy outmigration and the
recent trend of fertility dechine.

DEPENDENCY

Youth and the aged are generally thought of as being
the dependent segments of a population. They have
relatively low levels of labor foree participation, and
they require a number of sovietal supports including
educational and custodial institutions and health and
income maintenance. Hence, the dependency burden of
the economically active popalation can be appreximated
by dividing the dependent population (i.e., aged less
than 18 years and 63 and over) by the economiically
active population (i.e.. aged 18 to 6:F years).

In 1979, there were noticcable differences among the
county categories in tesms of their economically active
population relative to their dependent  population
(fig. 10). Metro and urbanized nonmetro countivs had
lower dependency ratios than did the mote miral
counties. This was true for both 1960 and 1970 and for
all regions (app. table 3), and was largely due to
differences in fertility and in the proportion of aged in
the populations of the residence categories.

The dependency ratios were considerably lower for
the total population {79.5) than for the minority
population (93.9). Urban-rural patterns, however, were
similar for both population groups. The ratio of depen-
dent to productive population was lower in metro and
urbanized nonmetro counties than in less urbanized and
totally rural counties. The range of these urban-rural
differences was considerably greater for the minority
population (83.3 to 130.8) than for the total pc pulation
(74.5 10 95.6).

MOBILITY

Many Americans move from rural areas becavse of
economic necessity rather than being pulled by the
attractions of a more urban scene. Moreover, many
people are kept from moving to rural areas because of
the lack of reonomie opportunity there.

Between 1965 and 1970, 40 percent of Americans
moved into a different hous.  Although the majority
were local movers, 17 pereent moved into different
dounties and 8.6 percent migrated across state lines,

18

There was litde difference in mobility between metro
(A8 prreent movers) and nonmetro aress (39,1 pereent
movers) (g, 11).

Within the nonmetro sector, huwever, substantial
differences emerge. With regard to the 1965.70 geo-
graphic mobility of their populations, urbanized non-
metro counties were more similar to metro countirs than
10 totally rural or less urbanized onmetro counties. The
rate of inmigration in urbanized nonmetro counties, not
adjacent 1o an SMSA[ was the highest of any county
type. Fully 22 pereent of the residenis of these counties
lived in other counties 3 yvars prior to the 1970 Census,
and over half of these prople (11.6 pereent) lived in
other states. This is rompared to totally rural counties,
which had only 15.2 pereent intercounty movers, of
which 6.1 pereent were interstate migrants. Patterns of
mobility were similar in all regions and for both the
minority and total populations. Rates of geographic
mobility were higher between 1955 and 1900 then
between 1963 and 1970, and higher in the West than in
the other regions (app. table 9),

FAMILY STRUCTURE

Whether husband and wife live together is an impor-
tant consideration becanse it s associated with total
family carning power and the health and welfare of
minor children. Another basic characteristic denoting
the well-being of young people is the percentage of
persons under 18 years old iiving with only one or with
neither parent.

Unstable family characleristics were much more
prevalent for the minority population than for the total
population in 1970, While 14 percent of all U.S, families
were not husband-wife families, this figure was 30.8
percent for the minority population. In metro counties,
such families comprised 31.2 percent of all minority
group families {fig. 12). The percentage of persons under
18 years old not living with both parents was over twice
as high for minorities (40.8 percent) as for the total
youth population {17.3 percent), Further, while almost
10 pereent of the minority children lived with neither
parent, the same was true for only 4 percent of the
children in the total population (fig. 13). The higher
percentage of minority children not living with both
parents is due, at least in parl, to higher rates of
illegitimacy.

Variation in thes: indicators of family stability was
not ~ubxtantia! between the county residence categories,
although the proportion of husband-wife familics was
slightly higher in nonmetro counties (87.2 pereent s,
83.5 percent) (fig. 12). For 1970, metro and nonmetro
counties were virtually identical in the proportion of
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Population Under 18 Years of Age by Presence of Parents

in Metro and Nonmetro Counties, by Race, 1970 *
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children not living with both parents, but nonmetro
counties had @ noticeably larger percentage of minors
living with neither parent. This metro-nonmetro differ-
ence is attributable to the southern region in general and
more specifically to the southern minority population.
In nonadjacent, totally rural, nonmetro counties of the
South, for example, minority children living with neither
parent comprised 15 percent of the minority population
under 18 years old (app. table 11). One might speculate
that minority persons who migrate from southern rural
areas tend to leave minor children behind with friends or
relatives.

EDUCATION
Formal education is a basic determinant of income
and vceupational status. Moreover, attainment of formal
education implies that individuals have developed skills
needed to participate in society and to pursue their own
interests, This section focuses on the interrelated issues
of school enrollment and educational attainment.

School Enrotanent

In 1970, over 58.6 million Americans between 3 and
34 years old were envolled in schoul, representing over

25 percent of the total population, and over 50 percent
of the population 3 to 34 years old. Aside from vbvious
variation across age groups, school enrollment rates were
somewhat higher in metro than in nonmetro counties,
highest of all in fringe counties of greater SMSA s, and
lowest among the more rural nonmetro county groups
(table 4). Furthermore, school enrollment rates were
lower for minorities than for the total population and
lowest among nonmetro minorities. They were lower in
the South than in any other region (app. table 12).

In 1970, 12.5 percent of the U.S. population 3 to 4
years old was entolled in school; this figure was over
twice as high in metro areas (14.6 percent) as in
nonmetro areas (6.8 percent). Morcover, school enroll-
ment of 3- to d-year olds was higher for the minority
population (14.8 percent) than for the total population
(12.5 percent) (fig. 14). In terms of the two population
groups by residence categories, the percentage of minor-
ity 3- to d-year olds enrolled in school was highest in
greater metro counties, where over 17 percent attended
school. The higher rate of enrollment of minority
children is partly due to the higher incidence of
{female-headed minority families (25.9 percent). Further-
more, labor force participation is higher for minority

Table 4 -School enrollment, by selected age groups in metro and nonmetro counties and by race, 1970

34 years 5-6 years 16-17 years 20-21 yeais
It Negro Negrtﬂ)w Negro Negro
em : and and and ~ and
Total other Total other Total other Toual other
races Tacets races races
Percent enrolled in school
US.total .....oovveiieinn 12.5 148 724 68.7 89.3 54.5 30.7 20.8
" Metrototal ...l 146 16.3 76.1 73.1 90.5 85.7 311 213
Greatermetro ............ 16.4 17.2 79.6 774 9.2 86.0 30.. 20.6
Core ... i, 16.8 17.1 79.9 779 90.4 86.1 308 20.4
Fringe ................ 15.3 174 79.2 738 929 85.4 304 220
Medivmmetro . ........... 12.7 158 72.7 67.6 90.0 85.8 310 23.0
Lessermetro ............. 11.1 122 68.5 598 88.6 83.0 33.2 21.0
Nonmetrototal ............. 5.8 9.7 624 549 86.4 32.0 293 9.0
Urbanized:
Adjacent to SMSA  ....... 8.8 12.0 69.0 59.2 87.7 B2.5 36.6 23.6
Not adjacent to SMSA ... 88 13.3 64.3 593 86.6 829 348 18.0
Less urbanized:
Adjacent to SMSA ....... 54 6.3 59.7 50.3 85.5 80.1 235 19.2
Not adjacent to SMSA . 5.8 9.5 60.3 56.0 86.5 82.9 27.0 17.6
Totally rural: .
Adjacent to SMSA ....... 4.2 44 526 44.) 84.8 82.0 11.4 11.2
Not adjacent 1o SMSA ... 55 13.2 58.1 568 86.2 82.5 4. 15.3
Source: App. table 13.
23
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women than for all women: consequently, minority
women have a greater need for pre-school and “Head
Start™ type programs. These programs are most available
in greater metro areas,

The completion of a high school education is a basic
determinant of income and employment opportunities,
The high school diploma has become recognized in
recent decades as a minimum requirement for placement
in a growing nvmber of occupations. Hence, the percent-
age of 16- to 17-year-olds enrolled in school is an
indicator of the future employability of an area’s
population as well as the types of careers these residents
might expect to achieve. In the United States in 1970,
slightly over 10 percent of the 16- to 17-year-olds were
not enrolled in school. This figure was lower in metro
areas (9.5 percent) than in nonmetro areas (13.6
percent). Furthermore, the school dropout rate among
16 to 17-year-olds was substantially higher for the
minority population (15.5 percent) than for the total
population, and especially higher for minorities in
nonmetro areas, where 18 percent of the minority 16- to
17-year-olds were not enrolled in school (fig. 15).

Among county residence groaps, the schoul dropout
rate for all persons 16 to 17 years old was by far the
lowest in fringe areas of greater SMSA s, where only 7.1
percent were not cnrolled in school in 1970. In
nonmetro counties, on the other hand, this figure was
1.6 percent.

Educational Attainment

In 1970, dlightly over half of the U.S, population 25
years of age and older had completed high school; the
median years of school completed was 12.1 years (table
5). This represents an increase of 1.5 years in educa-
tional attainment over the 1960 level. In 1970, 10.7
percent of the adult population had graduated from
college, up from 7.7 perceat in 1960,

In metro areas in 1970, the median school years
completed was 12.2 years in contrast to 11.2 years in
nonmetro areas. This metro-nonmetro difference of 1
year in median educational attainment was substantially
less than the 1960 difference of 1.8 years.!®

In the two totally rural county groups, the median
years of school completed was a full 2 years below the
nutional median {fig. 16). In totally rural nonmetro
counties, only a little over 5 percent of the population
25 years of age or older had graduated from college. This

'°The metro-nonmetro  differences, total population-
minority population differences, and 1960-70 differences in
educational atiainment resull, at least in part, from differences
in age composition between the groups sirce these data have not
been standardized by age. It should be pointed out, however,
that differences also exist between the residence groups in the
percentage of 16- 1o 17-year olds entolled in school and this
implies that geographic differences in educational attainment
will continue to persist.

Table 5 -Population 25 years and older, by level of school completed, metro and nonmetro counties, 1960 and 1970

ERIC

Percent by level of school completed
; Median
tem Less than Less than | Four yearns Fous yeass years
5 yearsof | 1 yearof of high of college | completed
clementary high school or oF more P
school school more
Percent Years
United States
Total population: 1970 .. i vttt NI 35 28.3 2.3 10.7 121
1960 .......... G h e . 84 39.7 4. 7.7 10.6
Negro and other races: 1970 ... . i, 14.3 24 338 ° 3.6 10.0
1960 .....  ereeen . 23.5 598 217 35 3.2
Metro
Total population: R 1 4.9 255 55.1 1. 122
1960 ... .vvninieinennnn, .o 7.2 36.3 43.7 8.6 11.1
Negro and other races: 1970 .. .0 v vnn v n s ve e 111 372 378 62 105
1960 ..« oo vne enn e 18.3 537 254 39 8.7
Nonmetro
Total population: 1970 .......... e N 7.3 36.0 45.0 7.4 1.2
1960 ... cv i ini et et 1.1 48.3 45 53 9.3
Negro and other races: 1970 .ot iii it 25.6 61.1 19.6 3.6 8.0
1960 . ... .. iivniannn 376 76.2 11.6 25 64
Source: Census of Population, 1960, 1970.
25
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figure is in contrast to 10.7 percent for the Nation as a
whole and 14.8 percent for fringe counties of grea’.r
metro areas (app. table 13).

Median years of school completed in 1970 was lowest
in the South (11.3 years) and highest in the West {124
years). Among metro and nonmetro county groups by
region, median years of school completed ranged from a
high of 12.4 years in metro counties of the West to a low
of 9.9 years in the southern, nonmetro counties (app.
table 13).

Median school years completed for minorities 25

years of age and older in 1970 was 10 years—over 2
years below that of the total population (fig. 16).
Furthermore, the median achool vears completed for
minorities in nonmetro arcas was ouly 8 years, with only
20 percent of the population completing a high school
education (table 5). In the nonmetro South, median
shool years completed by the adult minority popula-
tion was only 7.6 years, and only 16.9 percent of the
adull minority population had completed high school.
Over 64 percent had not completed as much as 1 year of
high school {app. table 13).

MANPOWER

The economic and sovial health of metro and
nonmetro America depends to a great extznt upon the
number of jobs available relative to the workingage
population and the occupational and industrial mix of
the jobs. The structure of employment, closely related
to the demographic variables studied in the previous
section, dintates to a large extent the income levelsof a
given area, as reported in later sections. The economic
and social health of a county or group of counties is in
part dependent upon the characteristics of the popula-
tion in terms of skill levels, education, age, and #o forth;
it is also dependent upon the availability of jobs
commensurate with the akills and education of the
population.

LABOR FORCE STATUS

Labor force status relates the number of people of
labor force age (14 years old and older) to the number
of people participating in the labor furce {which includes
employed persons and unemployed persons actively
seeking work). The 1970 US. labor force included
almost 83 million persons, o1 553 percent of the
population 14 years old or over (table 6). These persons
were in the Armed Forces (2 million) and civilians
employed or looking for work (809 million). Three-
fourths of the total labor force lived in metro arcas and
over 40 percent lived in metro areas of 1 million or more
people, Of the nonmetro labor force of 21 million, over
40 percent resided in the nonmetro South. By sex, the
total labor force comsisted of 52 million men (62.8
percent) and 30.8 million women (37.2 percent). Within
the civilian labor force (excludes the Armed Forces),
77.3 million were cmployed and 3.6 million, or 4.4
percent, were unemployed.

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION
Variation in labor force participation rates among
residential segments is associated with a wide variety of

28

factors. Of primary importance is the demographic
mix—for example, the preportion of males and females
in the various age groups, the proportion of single v
married persons, and the proportion of married women
with dependent children, Also important are the number
of jobs and type of work available, the need for income
by morc than one individual of a houschold, and
personal and socictal attitudes, such as those toward
women working away from the home.

Over 55 percent of all Americans 14 years and over
participated in the U.S. labor force in 1970. This overall
rate was higher in metro counties than in nonmetro
countics, lowest of all in the most rural nonmetro
counties, lower in the South than in the non-South, and
much lower for women than Jor men. These differences,
then, reflect differences in job opportunities, demo-
graphit fac*ors, and pomsibly attitudes toward work. In
metro areas, the labor force participation rate was 50.8
percent, almost 5 percentage points higher than the
nonmetro rate of 51.9 percent. Labor force participation
was highest in the fringe counties of greater metro arcas
{57.8 pescent) and lowest in the totally rural, nonmetro
counties not adjacent 1o an SMSA (47.9 percent),

Participation by Sex

In 1970, the Jabor force participation rate (including
the armed forces) was 72.9 percent for men and 39.6
percent for women, The male labor force participation
rate was highest in fringe counties of large metro areas;
but for women, the highest figure was for the core
counties of the same metro areas, primarily because of
the large number of female-headed families in the core
counties. For both men and women, the lowest labor
force participation rate was in totally rural counties,
where job opportunitics were lacking and where the
adult population was comprised disproportionately of
undereducated people and older people. Participation
among males was lowest in the nonmetro South, where
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only two-thirds of the male workingige population was

in the labor force. However, among females, labor force

participation was lowest in the nonmetro West.

Participation by Race

Labor force participation rates of the minority
population were lower than for the total population,
primazily because of the low participation of minority
males (table 7). Participation of minority females in the
labor force was higher than for the total female
population. This was true in metro as well as nonmetro
areas and in all county residence groups. The lower rate
of labor force participation of minority men stemmed
from lack of education and skills, poorer health, and
possidly from discriminatory hiring practices (which
may have caused many minority men to discontinue
looking for work and thus to actuaily withdraw from the

labor force). The relatively high participation rates
among minority women, on the other hand, resulted
from availability of low-paying, low-skill jobs in many
areas and the need for more income. This need, in turn,
was ¢ssociated with a preponderance of female-headed
households among minority groups and, in maleheaded
households, a lack of earning capability for the male.

Among all females, the highest labor force participa.
tion rates were among minority females in counties of
greater metro areas (47 percent, compared with 41.4
percent for all females in these areas). In nonmetro
areas, the labor force participation rate of minority
females was 37.8 percent, compared with 36.1 percent
for all females in the labor force. The contrast was
sharper, however, in metro areas: 46.3 percent for
minority females, and 40.8 percent for all females.

Table 7—Labor force participation rates in metro and nonmetro countics, by sex, race, and region, 1970?

"Totwl' Negro and other races
Item
Total Male Fermale Total Male Female
US.total + .. vii e 55.5 729 396 54.2 85.4 44.1
Metrn ..vivieinninann 56.8 744 40.8 56.2 817 45.3
Greater:
Total. . v ovvv et nn e s 573 74.9 414 §7.0 68.8 47.0
COre ......0n0n 57.1 74.0 42.1 57.0 68.9 456.8
Fringe ......... 57.8 7.3 9.7 574 87.5 48.7
Madium ............. 56.5 74.2 40.2 551 66.4 45.2
Lesser . .ovvvinnnnan. 55.3 72.4 394 538 4.1 334
Nonmetro . .. oo vvennnn . 519 68.8 36.1 473 5717 378
Urbanized:
Adjacent .......... 54.2 71.0 38.3 509 60.9 415
Nonadjacent . . .. .... 544 714 38.1 509 62.0 409
Less urbanized:
Adjacent . ......... 51.3 68.2 358 48.0 56.1 370
Nonadjacent . ...... 50.8 7.3 355 45.8 56.2 3886
Totally rural: _
Adjacent .. ........ 48.3 65.2 32,0 44.7 558 339
Nomadjacent ..... . 47.9 §5.3 3141 42.1 534 316
Northeast, total . ......... 559 733 40.2 een cean v
MEUO . .oovnnannnn. 6.2 738 40.6
NOOMEIIO o vvvenvvnvnn 53.0 70.0 7.2 “ees s reun
North Central, iotal ....... 36.0 739 39.6 g coes cewe
M“m -------------- 5.’»5 75.5 #lwl meen »oew e ey
NOonmetro ......c.0.. 529 70.5 36.2 .o ceen .=
South,total . ........... 54.2 71.0 88 54.2 65.4 43 4
Metro . ....ovvnnan.n 56.4 73.6 40.7 558 66.4 46.8
NOBMEtro .....c.00-4 50.8 57.0 358 47.5 58.3 38.1
West,total ... ..o 56.5 73.8 399 ——e ew DYEPN
MOtIO .. havvv e 574 749 41.0 eee ey sean
Nonmetro ........... $2.6 69.8 358 ees e v

Y Persons 14 years and oldes. including those in the Armed Forces.

Source: Census of Population, 1970.
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The labor force participation rate of minority males
was 7.5 percentage points below that of all males—65.4
percent in contrast to 72.9 percent. Among nonmetro
males, the difference was over 10 percentage points—
57.7 percent for minority males, compared with 68.8
percent for all nonmetro males. In totally rural, non-
metro counties not adjacent to an SMSA, where little
over one-half of minority males were in the Yabor force,
the difference was 11.9 percentage points. This suggests
even greater differences in education and skill levels, and
perhaps more discriminatory hiring practices, in the
more rurai counties.

Participation by Age

Labor force participation rates follow obvious pat-
terns across age groups, being very low ameng the young
(because of school enroilment), low among young
women in prime childbearing ages, and low among
retired persons 65 years old and older (fig. 17).

For males, regardless of age group, labor force
participation rates were higher for all males than for
minority males in 1970.

For females, however, there were some differences
between the two population groups by age. Although
participation of female minorities under 25 years old
was below that of all females in the labor force, such was
not the case for females 25 years old and over.

Morcover, the labor force participation rate of all
females 25 to 34 years old (the prime childbearing age)
was 8.5 percentage points below that of all females 18 to
24 years old. For minority females, however, this
dropping out of the labor force in prime childbraring
ages was not evident. In fact, the participation rate of
minority females 25 to 34 years old was 7.3 percentage
points above that of minority females 18 to 24 years
old. Clearly, despite higher fertility and a greater
presence of children among minoritics, a substantial
number of minority femaies continue in the labor force
throughout childbearing ages.

CHANGES IN THE LABOR FORCE, 1960-70

During the 19607, the U.S. labor force grew by 13
million persons or by 18.5 percent (fig. 18), partly
because of an increase in the working-age population,
but primarily becanse of increased participation of
female workers. Between 1960 and 1970, the male
population 14 years old and over rose by 16.6 percent,
while the number of males in the labor force grew by 9.7
percent. Growth in the female working-age population,
on the other hand, was 20 percent, but female participa-
tion in the iabor force increased 37.7 percent, reflecting
the continuing changes of attitude toward women
working away from home.

3

These different growth rates in labor force participa-
tion reflect a decline of 4.5 percentage points for males
(from 77.4 percent in 1960 to 72.9 percent in 1970),
and an increase of 5.1 percentage points for females
(from 34.5 to 39.6 percent) (table 8).

In nonmetro counties during the 1960, the male
labor force grew by only 1 percent, while the female
labor force grew by about 33 percent. Among county
residence groups, labor force growth was greatest (44
percent) in the fringe counties of greater metro areas and

Table 8--Labor force participation rates in metro and nonmetro
counties, by sex and region, 1960-70

Males Females
Item
1970 | 1960 | 1970 | 1960
Percent of population
14 years and over
US.total ............1 729 774 38 ki W
Metrototal ........ ] 744 789 408 36.2
Greatermetro ......| 749 796 414 36.8
Core +.........] 40 79.2 421 38.2
Fringe ......... 773 809 397 32.8
Mediummetro .....| 742 784 402 354
Lessermatro ..... .1 724 768 394 J4.8
Nonmetrototal ......]| 688 738 36.1 30.3
Urbanized:
Adjacem to an
SMSA ........ 71.0 753 383 33.3
Not adjacent to
anSMSA ......] 7114 770 38.1 33.0
Less urbanized:
Adjacent to an
SMSA ...... .. | 682 729 356 29.6
Not adjacent to
anSMSA ......| §7.3 728 353 29.5
Totally rural:
Adjacent to an
SMSA ........ 65.2 704 32.1 25.6
Not adjacent to
anSMSA ...... 653 721 314 25.3
Northeast .......... . 733 780 302 36.1
Metro . ....ovvvnnn 738 785 406 35.6
Noametro ......... 1 700 W6 372 328
Nonth Central ........ ] 739 7184 398 33.7
Metro ............. 5.5  80.0 411 35.6
Nonmetro ......... .| 70.5 75.3 36.2 29.9
South.......... N 71.0 75.2 388 33.5
MEITO + v v e vennn v 736 778 407 36.1
Nonmetro .......... 670 717 358 299
West o.niennnnn vevee| 73.8 790 399 352
Metro ..vovivununau | 749 17 410 36.3
Nonmetro ..........] 69.6 764 356 308

Source: Census of Population, 1960, 1970
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Percentage Changes in the Number of Persons in the Labor Force

in Metro and Nonmetro Counties by Sex, 1960—70*
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~ 20,000 or more urban residents;
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~ Mo urban residenis.

@ Urbanized Nonmetro
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Adjacent to an SM3A D

—~ SMSA’s of 50,000 - 249,000 people.

SMISA — Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area

Medium Metro — SMSA's of 250,000 - 999,999 peocple;
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least (—0.4 percent) in totally rural, nonmetro counties
which were nol:adjacent to an SMSA. In the totally
rural, nonmetro counties, while the number of males in
the labor force declined by 12.9 percent, female labor
force participation increased by 27.8 percent (fig. 18).

Growth in the total labor force was greatest in the
West and South and least in the Northeast. Change in the
labor force ranged from a decrease of 3.4 percent among
North Central nonmetro males to an increase of over 50
prreent among females of metro counties of the West
{app. tabie 13).

CHANGES IN INDUSTRIAL AND OGCUPATIONAL
COMPOSITION OF EMPLOYMENT

‘The economic and social structure of an area is
related o its industrial and occupational structures.
Areas with a large share of their labor force employed in
low-skill jobs have low incomes and often have stagnant
economivs, These areas invariably lose many of their
young people to areas offering higher paying jobs
requiring more skills. Changer over time in the types of
jobs held by the employed reflect development of an
area, Rapid shifts from low-skill, low-paying jobs to jobs
requiring greater degrees of skill and, in turn, offering
higher pay are taken to represent economic progress and,
in turn, better living conditions.

Industrial Composition

In 1970, over 77 million people were employed in
civilian jobs in the United States. Almost 90 percent
were employed in the nonextractive industries, with
24.1 percent of the total employed in manufacturing
and almost 30 percent in service industries. Only 4.3
percent were employed in the extractive industries of
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and mining (table 9). Jobs
in the extractive industries were more important in
nonmetro counties, where they comprised about 11
percent of all jobs. In the most rural of nonmetro
counties, over 20 percent of all jobs were in extractive
industries.

During the 1960%, U.S. employment grew by 12.7
million jobs or 19.6 percent (table 10). Over 84.1
percent (10.7 million jobs) of the growth in employment
occurred in metro areas. Employment growth in metro
areas {22.7 percent) was almost twice the growth in
nonmetro areas (11.4 percent).!' Among the more rural
county groups, employment growth was far below the
LS. average, and in the most rral county group, the
namber of jobs wax virtually stable,

' 'For more recent metro-nonmetro employment trends, see
Claudes C. Haren, “Current Spatial Organization of Industrial
Produotion and Disttibution Activity,” paper given at the
Conference on Problems and Potentials of Rural Industrializa-
tion, Purdue University, West Lafayeite. ' 'y 1113, 1972.
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Metro-nonmetro differences in employment growth
during the 1960 are largely explained by the decline in
extractive industries. The growth rate of nonextractive
industry employment was roughly equal in metro and
nonmetro counties. Thus, the lower nonmetro growth in
total employment stems from the inability of nonmetro
areas lo attract enough new employment to offset heavy
losses in their extractive industries. From 1960 to 1970,
the U.S. loss of employment in extractive industries
totaled 1.7 million jobs, representing a reduction of
one-third over the 10-year period. Almost 80 percent of
this loss of employment occurred in nonmetro areas
{1.35 million jobs), with such losses being substantial in
all nonmetro county groups.

Despite losses in extractive industries, nonmetro
counties made significant gains in employment in non-
extraclive industries, particularly in manufacturing.
They accounted for almost two-thirds of the 1.4 million
new manufacturing jobs. For these nonmetro areas, the
growth rate of manufacturing jobs was 22.3 percent,
compared with only 3.7 percent in metro areas.

In contrast to their lead in manufacturing employ-
ment growth, nonmetro counties lagged behind metro
counties in employment growth in service industries.
Service employment in nonmetro areas grew by 28.6
percent during the 1960%, in contrast to 40 percent in
metro areas. Growth in service employment was Jowest
in the most rural nonmetro counties. Of the 6.2 million
new jobs in service occupations, only 19 pereent
oceurred in nonmetro arcas.

As a group, all other nonextractive industrics ex-
panded more rapidly in metro than in nonmetro
areas—22.6 and 13.3 percent, respectively. Of the 4.6
million new jobs in this group of industries, only
739,000 were in nonmetro areas.

Regionally, over one-third of the U.S. employment
growth took place in the South. Of the 2 million new
jobs in nonmetro areas, over 44 percent (886,400)
occurred in the South. The growth rate in nonmetro
employment was_ higher in both the Northeast and the
West than in the South. However, in absolute numbers,
employment growth in the nonmetro South was sub-
stantially above the combined total for these two
regions.

Nonmetro employment growth in the North Central
region was substantially below that of the other regions.
The loss of employment in extractive indubtrics in the
North Central nonmetro counties was 476,000 jobs,
compared with a loss of 717,000 in the South.

During the 1960’%, manufacturing employment in the
nonmetro South increased by over one-third, with the
564,000 new jobs representing almost 65 percent of
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total growth in manufacturing employment in nonmetro
areas, Manufacturing employment in the nonmetro arvas
of the North Central region increased by 20.8 percent
(260,000 jobs), but there was little growth in manufac-
uring in the nonmetro arcas of the Northeast and West.

Gecupational Composition

Almost holf of all employed persons worked in
white-collar jobs and almost one-third of the workers
were craftsmen or operatives in 1970 (table 11). Ten
percent of the US. employed were service workem,

Farmers, farm managers, farm laborers, and farm fore-
man accounted for only 2.9 pereent of the U\,
employed, Almost 50 percent of the employed persons
in metro counties had white-collar jobs: in nonmetro
countivs, slightly more than one-third of the workers
were employed in sich oceupations. Persons employed
in farm occupations comprised 8.5 percent of the
nonmetro employed and only 1.1 percent of the metro
cmployed.

White-collar jobs were most important in the greater
metro counties and least important in the more rural

Table 11 -Employment by major occupations in metro and nonmetro countics, by region, 1970

| Service R N
White | Crafts except | Private | Labor | Farmers | Yarm ‘
men and - N ) and laborers
Item Totad collar private | houss- | except
; optra- furm  |and furm
workers . house- hold farm X
tives hold managers | foremen
Thous. Percent of total
US.total ...... et e e s 77,3088 456 292 10.4 14 4.2 1.7 1.2
Metrototal . .......... .. ......... 57.5692.3 490 279 104 1.2 38 0.5 0.6
GreateTmetro .« . oo ve o e o vn e 33.683.2 3514 264 IRt R| 1.1 3.6 0.2 0.3
Core ... i i e 23.760.2 30.6 26.2 10.6 1.1 3.7 ¢ 0.2
Fringe ........... . .. ... ... 9923.0 333 268 8.9 10 3.3 0.6 0.5
Mediummetro . ................ 17,6069 46.0 30.3 10.5 1.3 3] 0.7 0.2
Lessermetto ... ..ot 64022 44 8 eLX) 11.3 1.8 4.3 1.3 1.3
Nonmetrototal .................. 19,6165 35.6 KXYV 10.6 2.0 S 34 3
Urbanized:
Adyacent to an SMSA 51207 392 338 10.8 1.6 46 23 20
Notadjweent toanSMSA . ... .. .. 2.703.4 41.8 299 11.3 2.1 4.7 2.6 23
Less urbanized:
Adjacenttoan SMSA ... . ... ... 4,750.1 32, 354 103 2.1 5.2 58 32
Notadjacenttoan SMSA ... .. .. 43806.7 343 323 .7 2.1 51 68 3.6
Totally pial:
Adjacent to snSMSA .. ..., .. .. 7796 283 353 9.5 23 6.5 8.3 4.5
Notadjacenttoan SMSA .. . ... .. 14560 295 29.6 99 1.9 56 134 5.0
Northeast.total . ................... 19429.7 48,2 292 10.2 09 3.6 0.5 0.4
Metro .. ... i s 16997.35 496 284 10 09 3.4 0.3 0.3
Nonmelro ........0v i ... 24322 3R.6 352 10.9 L 0.1 ! }
NorhCentmal.votal . ..., . ... . ...... 21 .9509.6 435 306 10.8 1.1 3.0 3.2 1.1
Metto ... oi i e i e e L {154270 46.8 36.7 10.5 0.9 39 0.7 0.4
NOAMED .. vt it v e e e e 6482.6 338 305 11.5 1.3 4.2 L) 2.7
South,total . ...................... 229919 430 304 238 2.3 4.7 1.8 1.7
Metro .. ... ..o ... . ]146680 387 26.9 10.2 2.0 4.2 0.5 0.7
Noametro ...................... 8.3239 330 36.5 93 2.7 5.7 3.9 34
West.total .. ..................... 129775 49ym 24.7 11.2 1.2 4.2 1.2 17
Metro ... ... e 10,599.8 319 24.5 10.9 1.2 39 0.3 1.0
Nonmetro ...................... 23778 409 255 124 13 55 4.4 3.6

' Less than .0S.
Source: Census of Population, 1970.
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nonmetro counties. Conversely, farm-related occupa-
tions were most important in the most rural nonmetro
counties, where they made up 18.4 percent of all jobs,
and least important in the large metro areas.

The 12.7 million new jobs that occurred in the
United States during the 1960 reflected substantial
invreases in whitecollar and service jobs and much
smaller increases in the number of jobs for craftsmen,
operatives, and nonfarm laborers. There was a reduction
in the number of private household workers and farmers,
farm managers, farm labhorers, and farm foremen (fig.
19). Over two-thirds of the overall growth was in white
collar occupations, which, in percentage terms, grew by
32.7 percent. Nationally, the number of service workers
(excluding private houschold workers) increased by 2.6
million or by 48.1 percent. Increases in the number of
white-collar and service workers accounted for almost 90
percent of the total increase in 1).S. employment. The
number of people employed as private household
workers or as farmworkers declined by 2.3 million.

Metro-nonmetro differences in employment growth
stemmed largely from the large absolute and percentage
reduction in farm employment in nonmetro counties.
The net gain of 2 million jobs in nonmetro counties
during the 1960’ occurred despite a reduction of 1.27
million in the number of farmworkers. Growth in all
nonfarm occupations (including occupations not re-
ported) totaled 22.3 percent in nonmetro counties in
contrast to 24.1 percent in metro counties. The strong
dependence upon farm work as a source of employment,
and, in turn, the large declines in farm employm:nt
opportunities explain the lack of substantial employ-
ment growth in the more rural nonmetro counties. For
instance, in totally rural nonmetro counties, not adja-
cent to an SMSA, overall employment was virtually
unchanged during the 1960’s, but farm employment
decli..ed by over 40 percent (table 12).

EARNINGS

Differences in earnings between metro and nonmetro
arcas, between males and females, and between minori-
ties and the total population stem from differences in
demographic characteristics such as education and skill
levels, overall employment opportunities as denoted by
differences in the industrial and occupational compost-
tion of employment, and from possible job discrimina-
tion,

Higher -paying occupations are more concentrated in

metro than in nonmetro areas, among males than among -

females, and among nonminority workers than among
minority workers.

In 1969, median earnings of U.S. males were $7,609.
For nonmetro males, median earnings were $6,236 or 18

38

percent below the U.S. median and 23 percent below the
U.S. metro figure (table 13). Earnings were highest
among males residing in fringe counties of greater metro
areas ($9,231) and lowest in totally rural counties not
adjacent to an SMSA ($5,217). Median earnings of
minority males were substantially lower than for all
males within each county group.

Median earnings of all U.S. females ($3,649) were less
than one-half the earnings of males. However, male-
female carning differences among minorities were sub-
stantially less than among all males and females.

Earnings were highest in the West, lowest in the
South, and lowest of all in the nonmetro South. In the
nonmetro South, median earnings of minority males
were only $3,306, less than one-half the U.S. figure for
all males and only 62.2 percent of the U.S. figure for
minority males.

Among males, 1969 median carnings ranged from
$10,964 for professional, managerial, and kindred
workers, to $2,597 for farm laborers and foremen (table
14). Among females, the earnings of clerical and kindred
workers were substantially above the earnings of females
employed as operatives.

LABOR FORCE REPLACEMENT

Labor force replacement rates show the potential
percentage increase in the male labor force for a given
time period in the absence of net migration. This
measure is based on the departure through death or
retirement of persons in the labor force at the beginning
of the period plus the entry of persons reaching labor
force age during the period. The statistic assumes that
mortality will remain at the rate of recent trends and
that no migration will occur to affect metro-nonmetro
or regional comparisons. The importance of the statistic
is that it allows an estimate of the percentage increase in
jobs which would be necessary to provide local employ-
ment of those people entering the labor force. This
measure can be computed for women, but only data for
men are now available.

Table 15 compares replacement rate estimates (bused
on the above definition, thus excluding net migration)
with actual growth in the male labor force in 1960-70.
The replacement rate estimates indicate a potential
increase of 15.5 percent in the nonmetro male labor
force and a 9.3-percent increase in the metro male labor
force. Actual growth of the nonmetro male labor force,
however, was only 1.0 percent (139,000 workers), which
suggests that a large number of working-age males moved
from nonmetro to metro areas to obtain employment.
The greatest disparity between the estimates and the
actual growth rates occurred ‘or the most rural counties.
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Table 12 Growth rate of cmployed perons by major aechpations in metro and nonme' ro counties, by repion, 1970

Cratiy Service Farmers Férm
White SV | eacept | Private | Lebor T i
o muen and . ) , and laborers
Item Total collar ) private | house- ] except
g oper. ; farm  fand farm
worken L house- hold farm . .
tives hold manapers |loremen
Pereent
US.total ..o o e e 19.6 327 94 48.1 -36.7 34 «46.4 =36.1
Motrototal ... ... e e 2.7 349 6.7 47.2 -38.2 S 47.9 314
Creater MR« v v v v et o e e ) 332 3.3 438 <393 6.0 S1.4 31.8
R U 13.0 238 32 33.1 0.9 0.6 59.6 -31.1
FOORC . o e 354 0.9 223 B6.5 <393 239 47.3 -32.6
Muotium metyo oo o 2.7 373 110 5335 -37.5 53 46.8 31.8
LOSMT DD v v e v e aene e N3 337 116 48.6 2359 1.2 45.8 «30.0
Noamitto olal o v v i 114 252 167 50.7 -33.6 0.3 46.0 +38.3
Lithanzad:
Adjavent toan SMSA ... 1v.2 324 141 823 <354 1.6 45.1 314
Notadjeent toan SMSA ... .. 14.6 86 107 48.3 -36.1 2. 48.6 414
1asy urthamzed:
Adjrem toan SMSA Lo 113 242 kAN 521 3.5 13 479 -39.2
Notadjuvent toan SMSA ... . 6.7 19.3 146 474 -33.8 <11 45.3 -384
Totally runl:
Adjrent woan SMSA L. Lo 7.4 225 0.2 60.6 -30.9 -3.4 48.8 “41.2
Not adjaceni o an SMSA ... ... 0.1 5 215 521 -31.6 2.7 428 -40.9
Northeast, total .. .. ... ... 13.6 253 38 37.3 33.1 2.9 43.3 -33.35
MEITO « e iv e e e 134 252 5.7 35.3 44.6 2.5 44 8 <32.6
NOIMCUY o o o e e o o e 182 W60 B.b6 518 -34.1 48 4358 -34.7
Norh{entral. 1ol o o e 18] 267 8.8 48.3 35.2 54 -38.9 374
MEITO - v e et e 19.2 290 6.5 478 -39.6 6.5 43.4 -31.3
NORTCHO . v v s 87 20.2 14.7 493 272 3.2 379 =39.2
South,tolal .. . v i i e e 233 4310 N4 489 -36.7 2.3 571 41.7
MUTID -0 oot v e e 312 26.4 20 47.8 374 3.7 -539 -36.4
NORDIGITO « v oo e v e v s 11 M7 23 510 =28.1 0.6 57.8 43.5
Wor tottl  « e e e e e e M6 1.7 128 b4.2 -29.6 11.6 41.1 -22.1
MUElTO « o o e e e e e 318 44.6 145 67.5 -28.0 184 49,2 -25.0
Nopawtmo oo 134 274 4.5 5.8 -34.8 5.5 -36.5 -19.1

Solrce  Census vt Population, 1970

Basedd on the 1900 male population n these vounties,
was extimated that withour mpration Juring 196070,
the workinzage male population wonld increase by
174000 i these counties, Avtuallyv, however. thew
working-age poplation deervasad by HT.000 during the
l’i‘l'alll‘.

Replacement rate  estimates were also made for
197080 based on the 1970 male population. They are
substantialhy higher than the 196070 rales Tor metro
arvir a~ 4 whole, but onhy Sightly higher for nonmetro

arvas ar o whole, The 197080 estimates are lower than

the 1960-TO estimates for the nore rural nonmmetro

W

counties. For totally rural counties adjacent to an
SMRAL the 1970-80 replacement rate estimates are 2.0
percentage points below the 1960-70 estimates, and for
totally rural. nonadjacent counties, they are 1.4 percent-
age points lower,

The most important difference between the 1960-70
and JUTO-80 estimates, however, is the great increase in
potential growlh of the metro male labor foree for
1970-80. Ax a result of vae high urban birth rates of the
1950°-. the metro male labor foree is estimated Lo have a
1970-80 growth rate that is 30 percent higher than that
estimated for 1960-70. The cities and their suburbs

. ulbou



Table 13-Median carnings in metro and nonmetro counties, by sex, race, and region, 1969

Median earnings
ltem Males with earnings Females with carnings
Negro and Negro and
Al other races Al other races
Dollars
UStotal ............ e r et 7.609 5317 3,649 3,074
Mettototal .. .. ... v, e 8,098 5,876 3,885 3,382
Gratermetro ....... i s e e 8,485 6,310 4,188 3,798
Cote +...vieviennennn.. v e 8,178 6,309 4,237 3837
Fringe ........ v e eneeeanen 9,231 6,321 4,038 3.459
Mediummetro .................... . 7712 5,242 3,594 2,742
Lessermetro . . v oo ve v i nnn e RN 7.223 4,314 3,343 2,222
Nonmetrototal ............00ieunn. 6,236 3,468 3,082 1,799
Urbanized:
Adjacent toan SMSA .. ......... - 7,002 3,968 3,292 2,079
Not adjacenttoan SMSA ... .... o 6,604 3,681 3,100 1,877
Less urbanized:
Adjacenttoan SMSA ............ . 6,119 3,367 3,062 1,707
Notadjacenttoun SMSA .......... 5,837 3,305 2,875 1,707
Totally rural:
Adjacent toan SMSA .......... - 5417 3,267 2,763 1,623
Not adjacent to an SMSA  ....... . 5,217 2976 2,678 1,654
Noi heast,total ............... 7.992 aee- 3,964 .ees
Metro ........ e e e e 8,171 seew 4,067 “ee-
NONmMBtIO ... . iin it e e te ey 6,970 e 3,363 see-
North Central,total .. .... e e 8,043 .- 3,605 SR
Metro . .... e e e et 8,563 3,882 cee.
Nonmetro ....... e et e 6.808 veen 30N seas
South,total ...................... e 6431 4,095 3,354 2,264
Metro ...... o h et . 7,169 4,721 3574 2,593
Nonmetro ............ e e 5,338 3,306 3,021 1,694
West,total ..., ot e e 8,165 R 3,892 cene
. Metro ............... e e - 8,449 veve 4,112 c-e-
Nonmetro .........ccnvvuun. e s 7,078 cene 2912 ----

Source: Census of Population, 1970.

presently have a huge indigenous supply of young
workers entering the labor force, and do not have to rely
on migrants from rural areas and small cities to supply
part of their needs, as was the case during the 1960s.
For nonmetro areas, the replacement rate estimates
indicate that 2.3 million additional jobs will be needed

ERIC

during the 1970’ if migration to metro areas is to be
halted. Clearly, nonmetro areas must generate more
employment opportunities than they did during the
1960’s if the current metro-nonmetro population distri-
bution is to be maintained.
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Table 14 - Median carnings in metto and noametro counties, by occupation, sex, and rse, 1969}

Total Negro and other races
Item . .
United United
States Metro Nonmetro States Metio Nonmetro
Dollars
Male,total .. oo v v i vttt i e o] 7,609 8,098 6,236 37 5876 3488
Professional, managerial, and kindred workers 10,964 11,520 B.85S 8,160 8,443 6.365
Craftsmen, foremen, amd kindred workers .. ... 8,158 8,583 6,971 6,116 6,609 4,216
Operatives, including transport . ... ......... 6,778 7,160 5,864 5,542 6,059 3895
Laborers, except farm . ..... . e 4,646 5,055 3924 4.227 4851 33
Fatmersand farmmanagers .. .. oo v e onn 4,834 5,212 4,734 1,962 2,649 1,737
Farm laborers. except unpaid, and farm
fOICIMEN + . v v vt v nr s st snasnas s 2,597 2,922 2,438 1,967 2416 1.823
Female. tolad oo v v i e i vs v vt e 3,649 3,885 3,052 3,074 3,382 1,799
Clerical and kindred workers .. .. .. . veaeaaa | 4282 4,404 3,500 4,192 4,288 2,695
Operatives including transport . ....vv v v 3615 3,757 3,379 3,332 3535 2,754
! Persons 16 years okd and older.
Source: Census of Population, 1970.
42
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Table 135 - Labor forve replicemunt rates for males, estimated, 196070 and 1970-80.
and actual growth an male labor forve, 196070, by metro and nonmetro vountics

Potential not Actual growth Potential net
replacement, in males in Rabor eplacement,
ltem 1960-70 tmale foree, 1960-70 1970-80 {male
population (males 14 yean population
20-64 years old)’ and over) 20-64 years old)?
Thous. Rate Thous. Thous. Rate
USitotal ..o o N 50788 113 4.608.9 8.136.6 15.9
Metro ..... e e N 30758 93 $.469.9 5.8318° 154
GIOIer metro ... ovv e i o e 1.308.3 6.8 24144 29847 137
Core ......... e . 710.1 30 764.0 1,785.2 11.7
- Fomge ..o i i, S98.2 122 1.650.4 1.199.5 184
Mediummetro . ....ov v vinin e, 1.281.0 127 1.549.7 2.034.4 174
Lessermetro oo el . $39.) 140 505.8 812.7 184
r
Nonmettototal ..o viii ittt 2,003.1 153 139.0 2.314.8 17.2
Urbanized:
Adpcent toan SMSA ... . N 447.0 14.3 309.0 634.5 18.1
Notadjeent toan SMSA ... .. ... 284.2 159 87.9 376.1 194
Less urbanzed:
Adlcent toan SMSA ... ... 478.2 156 22 S5 16.6
Notadacent toan SMSA ... ... .. RRAIN 164 142.6 538.3 16.6
Totally rural.
Adpweent oanSMSA . .. ... L. 9306 17.1 - 20.1 Ra @ 151
Not adjacent to an SMSA 174.0 160 ~1174 1519 146
Northeast ... ... o it i oo 270 6.2 503.6 15175 12.2
Metro - ..o e e 3494 54 4451 1,259.9 11.6
NORARITO oo e i vt et ve v e cn et 177.6 115 $9.4 251.6 15.7
NorthCentral ... oo iy it .. 1.264.2 9.6 801.2 24252 17.3
Metro ... e e 777.2 8.7 836.1 1.700.2 174
Nonmeiro ... ... N 4R87.0 116 -54.8 7230 17.0
South ............... e 22071 J6.2 1,785.3 2.728.2 174
Moro . oo e . 11108 13.7 1,709.3 1,709.0 19.3
Nonmelro .. ..... ... e e 1.096.3 198 76.0 1,019.3 17.5
West L. e e N B80.5 119 1.5179 14758 16.0
Metro . .......... .. e v, 638 4 11.0 14594 1,162.7 15.7
NOMMCIFO . .. o v vt e e e e e 242.2 151 38.5 3130 17.9
. —

'Represents the number of entrants minus the number of departures on the asumption of no migration during the decade. The
seplacement rate 35 the number of enrants minus the number of departures expressed as a percentage of the number in the grou
20-64 years at the beginmang ol the decade.

Source: Replacement data from cooperative project of the Economic Research Service and the University of Georgia.
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INCOME

This section measures differences in income levels,
incidences of low income or - ‘verty, and sources of
income by county residence types and regions. Inter-
county income and poverty differences result from
differences in (a) population characteristics, such as age
and education, for they dictate the income-carning
capabilities of the population, (b) employment oppor-
tunities, and (c) payment levels of, and participation in,
transfer income programs such as social security and
public assistance programs. Therefore, differences in
income levels in this section are largely explained by
intercounty differences discussed in previous sections.

Here, income levels are reported as median family
income—that level of income which divides families into
two equal parts, one-half with income above the median
level and one-half having income below the median level.
Differences in income by county residence types and
regions represent actual differences based on reported
incomes, The reported incomes have not been adjusted
for residence and regional cost-of-living differences; that
is, they exaggerate. to some degree, differences in *'real™
income among metro and nonmetro families and among
families by regions,

Estimates of the average cost of living for families by
residence and region do not exist. However, intermediate
level budgets developed by the U.S. Department of
Labor for an urban family of four in metro and
nonmetro areas by regions do suggest metro-nonmetro
and regional differentials in ine cost of living. They
provide general insights into “real” income differences
between residence types and between regions, These
estimates do not apply to rural families (families living in
places of less than 2,50 population or in the open-
country) and therefore arc not representative of the
“typical” family, particularly in nonmetro areas. For
1969, regional differences in cost-of-living estimates as
they relate to differences in incomes are as follows:

ERIC

INCOME LEVELS

Intercounty differences in family income largely
reflect differences in employment opportunities, which,
in turn, are reflected by earning differences. Therefore,
it is not surprising to find family income lower in
nonmetro areas than in metro areas and lowest in the
most rural, remote counties, In 1969, median family
income in nonmetro areas was $7,615-20 percent lower
than the U.S. median of $9,590 and 27 percent lower
than the metro figure of $10,406. Among county
residence groups, median family income ranged from
$11,990 in the fringe counties of graater metro areas to

‘a low of $6,142 in the most rural of nonmetro counties

(fig. 20). In the {ringe counties of greater metro areas,
almost 64 percent of the families had incomes above
$10,000 in 1969, compared with only 23.3 percent of
the families in the most rural nonmetro counties (app.
table 15).

Median income of U.S. minority families in 196Y was
$6,308, or one-third lower than the median for all U.S.
families (fig. 20). Across county groups, median family
income of minority familics was lowest—$3,559~in the
most rural nonmetro counties. As was the case with
incomes of all families, median income of minority
families, at $3,833, was lowest in the nonmetro South,
and lowest’ of all county groups in the most rural,
nonmetro southern counties—$3,396, or only 35 percent
of the U.S. median family income.

Between 1959 and 1969, U.S. median family income
increased from $3,660 to $9,590 or by 69.4 percent
{table 16). The growth rate in median family income
during the 1960’s was greater in nonmetro areas (78
percent) than in metro areas (67.5 percent). On an
absolute basis, however, the increase was greater in
metro areas (up $4,195) than in nonmetro areas (up
$3,337). Among county residence groups, the two
totally rural, nonmetro county groups experienced the
smallest absolute increase in median family income, but

ltem Costoflvng,  Median income, growth rates for these two county groups was the
Spring, 1969 1969 highest of all

ighest of all the county groups.
ollars PERERL b Percent Among metro and nonmetro counties across the four
of U.S. of US.  regions, growth in median family income was lowest,
both in absolule and percentage terms, in nonmetro
US. total 13064 1000 9590 1000 counties of the West. At the other extreme, the increase
Metro 10,279 1021 10406 1085 of $3,162 in median family income in the nonmetro
Nonmetro 9,101 904 7,615 794 South represented the greatest percentage growth—93.8
Northeast, nonmetro 9816 975 8698 907 percent. However, this large percentage increase resulted
North Central, nonmetro 9329 927 8291 865 from the small 1959 income base from which it was

computed.
South, nonmetro 8567 851 6534 681 During the 1960, median family income among
West, nonmetso 9493 943 8451 88.1 minorities virtually doubled, increasing from $3,161 to
Jlbou
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Table 16— Muedian family income in 1969, and 1959-69 change in median Yamily income, by metro and nonmetro counties

Total Negro and other races
ltem 155969 change 195969 change
Median in median Median in median
family family income family family income
income, income,
1969 Peicent- 1969 Percent-
Absolute sge Absolute age
Dols. Dols. Pct. Dols. Dols. Pet.
United States ... ... .. it vnnnnn. 9,590 3930 69.4 5,308 3147 99,6
METO 0%l .+ .ttt i e et s 10,406 4,195 67.5 7,034 3,216 84.2
Greatermelro ... e i o, e 11,034 4414 66.7 7.595 3,303 770
COTE v vt vttt e ttvn e s ennnnas 10,591 4,110 634 7,522 3,198 740
FrREe ..t vevivnne i cen i a 11,990 4,992 ns3 8,246 4277 1078
Mediummetro .. ... ovnvinennsvnnns 9,838 4,022 £9.2 6.34¢ 3,025 911
LOSSCI MCIIO « v o v v v v a s oo e 8,976 3,621 67.86 5269 2,554 94.1
Nonmetrototal . ......c.vininnnnen s 7615 3,337 780 4,077 2,294 128.7
Urbanized:
Adjacentto SMSA . ... i aa. L, 8,701 3,566 694 4,902 2,662 1188
Notadjacentto SMSA ..., . ....... B.OBE 3,266 67.8 4,431 2418 120.1
Less urbanized:
Adjacent 10 SMSA .. ... . L, 7456 3,403 84.0 3923 2,22 130.6
NotadjacenttoSMSA ... ......... 7,094 3,174 8.0 3,784 2,132 129
Totally ruw.l:
Adjacent 16 SMSA ..o it i 6,412 3,142 96.1 381 2,241 142.7
Notadjacentto SMSA . ...... ... .. 6.142 2,897 BR9.3 3.559 1,998 1280
Northeast,tolal ... .. oitin it nne s 10,454 4,263 68.8 7.409 3.038 69.5
Metro . .. viviien v e e s 10,756 4,384 68.8 7,419 3,030 69.0
NONMEBIIO -« . v v v v vnnn . e e 8,698 3,530 68.3 $.949 3,310 91.0
North Centgal,total . ...... ..., e 10,115 4,223 71.7 7,792 3472 804
MEITD &~ cv vttt it i inr e e s 10,980 4,445 68.0 7,932 3,500 79.0
NOMIHEIIO & s oo v v v v v eennnnevsons e 8,291 3,681 78.7 5,722 2915 103.8
South,1otal . .. i vttt e i it e e 8,079 3,614 80.9 4,936 2,614 1126
. £ e Y 9,136 3,862 73.2 3,763 2,811 952
Nonmetro ....... e v et e 6,534 3,162 938 3,833 2,160 129.1
West, total .. ... et et e 10,228 3.880 61.1 8,438 3,501 709
Metro ..o v v vl vt e e e e 10,708 3.056 61.0 B,781 3,542 67.9
NOMIEIIO - v iv i v v ennernnnnnnonn 8451 3,110 58.2 5,287 2,749 712
Source: Census of Population, 1960 and 1970
$6,308. For minority families in nonmetro areas, median LOW-INCOME POPULATION

income mo.e than doubled, but the large percentage
increases were largely a function of the low 1939
incomes of nonme ro minorities. Although this increase
in the median income of minority families outstripped
the increase for all familics on a percentage basis, the
absolute difference between median family income of
the entire population and that of the minority
population increased by $783.

The low-income or poverty population is defined as
persons in households with annual incomes below a
specified level. The low-income cutoffs, or thresholds,
reflect a minimum income need of the household. The
USDA’s nutritionally adequate food budget for
“emergency or temporary use when funds are low”™
represents the core of the computations of low-income

46H
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levels, I ineome falls below the speeified level for that
particnlar houschold, all persons 3 the household are
clased as lowsincrome,

These low-income cutolis, which were first developed
by the Social Seeurity Administration in 1961 and
subsequently  modified by a Federal interagencey
committee, vary by family size. sex of the Tamily head,
number ol children under 18 years old, and
farm-nonfarm  residence, The onee and  two-person
familics were further differentiated by age of head
tunder 63 years and 63 years and over). The 1969
low-income cutofls ranged from $13487 for a female
unrclated individual 63 years old and over living on a
farm to 36,116 for a nonfarm family of 7 or more
prrsons with a male head. The average threshold for a
nonfarm family of tour headed by a male was 33,743,

The low-income cutolts are revised annually o allow
tor chanpes in the cost of living as reflected in the
Consumer Price Indea. For instanee, during 1959-69, the
cutolf for a noafarm family <1 four headed by a male
increased by 259 pereent, from 32974 to 83.745. The
cutolfs are computed on a national basis only. o
attempt has been made to adjust the cutofis for regions!
and metrononmetro differenves in the cost of lving
{vxeept for the farm-nontarm differential).

Incidence of Low Income

In 1969, almost 30 percent of the Nation’s poor lived
in nonmetre arvas, a share far greater than the nonmetro
share of the total population. The more rural nonmetro
counties had an even larger disproportionate share of
puor prople,

In nonmetry areas, the incidence of poverty in 1969
wis almost twice that of metro areas: 20.2 pereent of
the nonmetro residents had incomes below the poverty
threahold, vompared with 11.3 pereent in metro areas
and 3.7 pereent in the whole United States (fig, 21).
The poverty ineidence in the totally rral counties was
twice the U5, average and over four times that in the
fringe counties of greater metro areas. Only 6.3 pereent
of the pupulation in these fringe conntivs had incomes
below the poverty theeshold. At the other extreme, over
25 prreent ai e s e most rural connty group were
among the poveny population,

Poverty was substantially more prevalent among the
minority population than among the total pupulation
and greatest of all smong minorities living in the most
miral nonmetro covnties, At the €35, level, one-hird of
the minority families were classed as low-income people
and among  minorities in nonmetro  counties,  over
one-hall” had jacomes below the low-income threshold
(fig. 21). Almost 6D pereent of the minority gersons in
the most rural county group had incomes below the

lowsncome  threshold: over four times the national
average of 13.7 prreent.

OF the 27.1 million low-income persons, 12,1 million,
or almost onehall, lived i the South. These people
sepresented 20 pereent of the total popnlation in the
South (app. table 17). The incidence of pouor peaple in
the South was almost twice that in the non-Routh. The
prevalence of lowsincome people wan lowest in the
metro areas of the Northeast and North Central regions,
while southern nonmetro counties had  the greatest
imcidence of low income. In the nonmetro areas of the
South, 27.7 pereent of all persons were in the poverty
population. In the most rural of southern  nonmetro
counties, 34.9 pereent of the population was in poverty.
Almost 40 pereent of the USRS, poor resided in nonmetio
areas and 239 pereent of all poor Americans resided in
the nonmetro South,

Minority prople with low incomes totaled 8.2 million
in 1969, ur 30.2 pereent of all low-income Americans,
Of the minority prople with low incomes, almost
two-thirds lived in the South and nearly one-third were
residents of the nonmetro Sonth. OF nearly 3 million
nonmetro low-income minority peoplecalmost 90 per-
vent Bved in the nonmetro South, where over hall of the
minority population resided in low-inecome houscholds,

Recent Changes in the Low-Income Population

During 195969, the anumber  of  persons  in
low-income households declined 30 pereent (from 38.7
million 1o 27.1 million) with the decline being most
pronounced in nonmetro counties {Tig. 22). As a share of
the total population, low-income persons declined from
22,1 pereent in 1959 to 13.7 pereent in 1969 (fig. 23).
Over the same period, the poverty population in
nonmetro areas declined by 39 percent (by 6.9 million
prrsons) in contrast to a 22-percent reduction (47
million persons) in metro areas. Bven though the
1959-69 decline in poverty was greater in nonmetro than
in metro areas, the nonmetro incidenee of low income in
1969 of 20.2 percent was sl above the 1959 level in
metro areas,

Among county residence types, the greatest 195969
pereentage deelines in the low-income population were
exhibited in the four most rural nonmetro county
groups, where, in each. case, the low-income pupulation
declined by more than 30 pereent (app. table 18). Asa
share of the total population. low-income  people
declined by more than 15 percentage points in the same
four rural county groups. Large declines in nonmetro
counties, and particularly in the more rural nonmetro
counties, were a funetion of the magnitude of puverty in
these counties in 1939 relative Lo poverty in more urban
and metro counties,
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Incidence of Low - Income Persons in Metro and Nonmetro Counties, 1959 and 1968 *
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In both the South and North Central regions, the
low-income population declined by slightly more than
one-third during the decade; but in the Northeast and
West, where the ipcidence of low income was already
relatively low in 1939, the low-income population
declined by less than 10 percent (app. table 18).

Relationdhip Between Low Income and
Selected Population Characteristics

In 1909, the incidence of poverty was over three
times higher for unrelated individuals than for persons
living in families, five times higher for persons in families
with female heads than for persons in male-headed
families, and higher among the aged than among the
nonaged (table 17). These differences—which followed
similar patterns in metro and nonmetro areas and in the
county residenve categories -resulted from differences
in the income-carning capabilities and/or opportunities
of the population subgroups.

Age. Among the aged, the ineidenee of low income
was 37 pereent in nonmetro areas, compared with 22.8
percent in metro areas (fig. 24). The percentage of
persons 63 years old and over with low income ranged
from a low of 18.3 pereent in the fringe connties of
greater metro areas to over 41.7 percent in totally rural
overall educational attainment. For the adult population
minority groups had incomes below the low-income
threshold, ranging as high as 68.4 pereent in totally rural
nonmetro counties not adjacent to an SMSA,

- Family Type. The high incidence of poverty among
familics with female heads indicates the himitations of
income-carning capacities and opportunities > such
familics, both in metro and nonmetro areas and in

connties grouped by degree o urban orientation. In
1969, 32,5 percent of all female-headed families had
incomes below the poverty cutolf, compared with only
6.5 percent of all male-headed families (fig. 25). The
incidence of low income ranged from a low of only 2,
percent for families with male heads in the suburban
counties of greater metro areas to almost 50 percent for
female-headed  families in  totally rural nonmetro
counties. Over onc-half of all minority families headed
by females were part of the poverty population. In
nonmetro arcas, two-thirds of these families were
low-income families. In the nonmetro South, 69.5
percent of minority {amilies with female heads were
poor. In the most rural of nonmetro, sonthern counties,
73.2 percent of female-headed minority families had
incomes below the low-income level, which represented
the extreme in the incidence of poor peuple in the entire
United States (app. table 17).

Employed Male Heads. At the U.S. level, the
incidence of low income among families with employ ed
male heads was only 4.8 pereent (table 18). However,
incidence of poverly among such families was much
higher in the more rural nonmetro counties, among'
minority groups, and particularly among minority groups
of the nonmetro South. The incidence of low income
among minority families with nonaged employed male
heads was 14 percent, or over three times the U.S.
average. In southern nonmetro counties, 1 in 3 minority
families with employed male heads was pour, and in the
most rural of southern nonmetro counties, 43.7 percent
of such minority families had incomes below the poverty
level (app. table 17).

Table 17 - Incidence of low income among selected population subgroups in metro and nonmetro counties, by race. 1969

United States Metropolitan Nonmeiropolitan
hem Negro Negro Negro
Total and other Total amnd other Total and other
races races races
Percent with low income

Total household population . .............. 137 336 11.3 279 20.2 524
Personsinfamilies .................... 11.6 323 9.3 264 178 51.2
Unrelated individuals . ............... - 37.0 470 329 423 50.2 68.6

Persons 65 yearsandover . .............. 273 47.7 22.8 40.8 37.0 634°
Families, total . ....... e re e . 10.7 28.5 8.6 23.6 16.2 46.7
With femaleheads ................ e 325 52.5 30.0 48.7 40.3 67.9
With male heads, 1464 years .. .... e 6.5 17.8 4.7 128 11.1 36.8

Source: App. table 17.
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Table 18- Incidenre of low income among families with employed civilian male heads
14-64 years old in metro and nonmetro vounties, 1969

1 United States South
North ‘
Item Negro Nertheast Central Negro West
Total and other Total and other
races TACES
Percent
US.total Lo e e e 4.8 14.0 2.7 35 8.2 NI 3.8
Metrototal .. vi i vi it i v s 34 9.6 23 2.5 3.7 157 3.2
GIEatdrmetro «v . ovvveene e s 28 7.2 2.6 2.3 LR | 1.0 23
Core ........ et re kB 72 3 25 S0 10.9 29
Fringe 2.1 7.6 1.7 2.0 3.0 114 2.2
Mo UM metto . v v e v v inn s nn 39 12.8 24 2.4 0.0 17.6 4.0
Lesser metro e s 5.3 18.8 2.8 341 B R.9 4.0
Nonmetrototal .. . ve v v vi e an B.5 3.7 4.0 6.0 124 339 6.5
Urbanized
Adjacenttoan SMSA ... ... .. 53 230 34 34 R.6 27.4 6.4
NotadjacenttoanSMSA . ... .. 6.8 26.8 5.0 34 9.5 31.3 5a
Les urbamized
Adjacenttoan SMSA . ... ... .. 9.0 342 4.3 54 129 35.5 6.6
Notadjaeent to an SMSA ... ... 99 34.7 5.0 7.3 13.7 38.3 6.5
Totally rural
Adjacenttoan SMSA .. .. ... .. 129 38.0 6.2 8.7 15.8 38.4 5.9
Not adjacent to an SMSA . ... .. 140 41.0 6.1 11.9 17.7 43.7 10.2

Source: App. tuble 17.

SOURCES OF INCOME

Wages and salaries comprised 78.0 percent of total
mrome of all U.S, familics and unrelated individuals in
196Y9. Wages and salarivs in nonmetro areas were slightly
less important as a source of income than in metro areas
and least important in the most rural nonmetro counties,
where they comprised only V2.5 pereent of total income
(table 19).

On the other hand, self-employment income (both
nonfarm and farm} wax mote important in nonmetro
than in metro areas and most important in the most
rural nonmetro »ounties. Social security income was also
higher as a perevatage of total income in nonmetro areas
and most important as a source of income in the most
rural county group. The same was true of public
assistance income. The greater importance of social
security and public awistance in nonmetro and more
rural counties results largely from the greater incidences
of aged and low-income people in these counties.

There was little regional variation in the pereentage of
income comprised of wages and salaries. While income

from nonfarm self-employment as a percentage of total
income was highest in the nonmetro West, income from
farm self-employment was most important in nonmetro
counties of the North Central region. Social security
income was most important in the nonmetro portion of
the South and North Central regions. Public assistance
was most important as a source of income in the
nonmetro South.

Among minority groups, wages and salaries were
more important as a source of income than among the
total population (table 19). On the other hand,
self-employment income, both farm and nonfarm,
comprised a smaller percentage of total income among
minorities than among the total population, while both
social security and public assistance were higher, as a
percentage of total income, among minoritics.

INCOME SOURCES OF Tht
LOW.INCOME POPULATION
Almost 50 percent of the income of the poor in 1969
was in the form of wages and salaries, Social security and

a4
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Table 19 - Sources of income of families and unrelated individuals in metro and nonmetro counties, by region and race, 1969

Wages and | Nonfurm self-] Farm selfs Social Public Other
salaries employment | employment security assistance income
Item Negro Negro Negro Negro Negro Negro
and | . and and and and a1 and
Total other Total other Total other Total other Total other Total other
$aces ] races Taces TRCCS TACTS Taces
Percent of total income
USitotal ...... ...t 786 838 75 3.6 14 04 335 37 07 33 83 a2
Metrototal ................... 799 836 73 36 04 02 31 33 07 32 86 A
Greatermetro . o v v ve v vnnnnnn 7989 B3Y® 73 3.6 02 02 29 3.0 07 34 B89 Ao
Cote ......ciiniiiiinnnnn, 793 857 71 36 01 02 32 30 10 36 93 40
Frnge ......... .. i 814 874 77 39 04 02 23 25 03 22 19 3
Moediummetro . ... ..., 80! 850 71 3B 06 04 33 3% 06 26 83 44
LOSSRTMmeto ..o ve vt e 790 851 76 30 13 03 37 46 06 28 79 41
Nonmetrototal ........... N 73.7 799 Bb& 3.6 49 16 49 62 08 42 70 4%
Urbanized:
Adjacent toanSMSA ..., .... 78.1 833 746 32 21 10 42 52 086 33 73 4
Notadjacenttoan SMSA  ......} 776 810 83 4 24 12 43 57 07 33 68 49
Less wbanized:
Adjacenttoan SMSA ...... ... 73.2 797 B6 34 56 15 351 65 09 446 67 42
Not adjacent to an SMSA 704 775 95 37 67 20 34 68 10 406 70 5.3
Totally rural: )
Adjacent toanSMSA ..., . ... 69.1 BOD BY 3.0 79 23 59 67 12 46 11 35
Not adjacent toan SMSA .. .... 625 752 100 42 125 23 62 64 12 59 76 61
Northeast,total ..................{ 793 853 73 30 04 01 35 30 08 48 B7 39
Metro « . ottt i i 79.5 853 13 30 062 01 33 29 09 48 88 38
NOAMEIIO + v ihvvvnvns v ve s san 778 840 78 3.7 16 02 47 39 07 335 15 46
North Central,total ...............| 791 8656 70 29 26 02 36 34 05 30D S003Y
MEtro .. ..covi it miee i i 819 869 64 29 07 01 31 34 05 30 74 38
NOUMEIIO .+ v v vt ve s tinnn e innn 709 804 86 38 82 10 350 49 05 42 68 587
South,total ........... .00 78.1 B43 78 3.2 14 06 37 48 07 29 83 41
L 794 863 15 32 05 02 32 41 05 23 90 40
Nommietro ..o 750 797 86 33 36 15 351 68 V1 44 6.7 44
WeES total .o e e s 774 827 83 63 10 08 30 25 09 2B 93 49
Metlo . ... viniiiiininnnn 782 830 B8] 64 04 06 28 24 09 28 935 49
NONMEOITO .+ v v vrteentnnaninena 73.3 B0OD 95 53 39 25 41 38 10 30 82 55

Source: App. table 19.

other retirements comprised 29 percent and public
assistance comprised only 13.4 percent of the poor’s
income (table 20). Relative to the income structure of
the metro poor, the income of the nonmetro poor was
composed of a slightly larger percentage of wages and
salaries and social security, and a substantially smaller
percentage of public assistance. Publ - assistance
accounted for 15.2 percent of the income of the metro
poor, but for only 10.6 percent of the nonimetro poor’s
income.

Wages and salaries were least important as a source of
the poor’s income in the Northeast and most importaat
in the South. Social security was most important in the
North Central region, particularly in nonmetrs counties.
As a share of the poor’s total income, public assistance
ranged from a high of 19.2 percent in the Northeast to a
low of 10.6 percent in the South (app. table 20).

Compared with the income of all people in poverty in
1969, that of the minority population in poverty
consisted of a larger percentage of wages and salaries, a

55
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Table 20- Sources of income of the low-income population in metro and nonmetro counties, by race, 1969

i Social Public
Earnings secutity assistance
Rem Negro Negro Negro
and and : and
Total other Total other Total other
races races faces
Percent of total income
USitotal . vvt i ittt it i e 49.5 YR 290 16.0 134 09
Metrototal .. .o v vnnnennn e 48.2 540 28.3 189 15.2 25.5
Greater metro .. .. .. Ve e e 44 .3 478 284 153 189 321
Cor¢ ....... i r e 43.2 46.8 235 152 210 33.2
Fringe .......v.0n e 48.7 576 320 16.1 10;0 2138
Meditmmetro ...... ......ounu 515 60.6 285 1.8 120 180
LESSCTINCITO v vt v vnwvr e nn v . 543 650 277 164 9.7 14.4
Nonmetrototal .. ...... e e e 516 64.8 30.2 16.1 10.6 15.0
Urbanized: .
Adjacent toan SMSA ........ . 50.6 64.2 32 16.5 10.0 148
Notadjacenttoan SMSA ... ... - 54.5 65.3 27.7 16.7 10.2 14.1
Less urbanized:
Adjacent toan SMSA . ... ..., .. 514 649 30.8 159 10.6 14.9
Notadjocent toan SMSA ... ..... . S1.8 64.2 30.5 164 109 15.5
Totally rural: .
Adjacenttoan SMSA ........... 534 67.2 28.7 15.2 11.1 139
Not adjacent toan SMSA . ....... 519 649 29.6 14.6 11.2 168
Northeast, total .. ...... .. v 393 . 330 --- 19.2 .-
Me‘ro R EEE R E R F O N S O 38.6 - 32-, .wew 21-1 LA g
NOMIMIPITO t v v v vvvas st vsn s ane s 438 “.s 377 .- 99 ..
North Central,total ... ... o0 Ve 44.1 - 35 .- 119 ..-
Metro + .. oo o ov et N 43.7 .- 33.1 ... 14.7 ..
Nonmetro ... .. e e e e 44.7 “en 379 .- 8.2 ..-
South,total ... . ...ttt iiinnssns 571 655 254, 16.1 10.6 14.3
Metto .+ ...t e e 83 65.0 246 16.1 9.8 134
Nonmetfo .. ....... e e RN 539 659 26.2 16.1 114 14.2
West, 1otal ...ttt i e e e e 48.8 .o 249 .. 164 ...
Metro ...... e e Che s e 4B.1 ... 24.1 .. 17.7 .o
NOMMEITO ..o v vvvvnnens v N %0.7 .. 27.1 .- 128 .o

Source: App. table 20.

substantially smaller percentage of social security, and a
much higher percentage of public assistance. Almost 60
percent of the income of the minority population in
poverty came from wages and salaries, about 20 percent
came from public assistance, and only 16 percent came
from social security. In nonmetro areas, almost
two-thirds of the income of poor minorities came from
wages and salaries, while income from social security
plus public assistance comprised less than one-third. in
contrast, the income of poor minorities in metro areas
was comprised of over 30 percent social security and

public assistance.

For the whole United States, only 21.5 percent of all
poor families reported income from public assistance in
1969 (fig. 26). The metro figure was 23.3 percent, and
the nonmetro figure, 18.9 percent. There was little
variation in this figure among county residence types.
The percentage of low-incom. families reporting public
assistance income ranged from 25.9 percent in the
Northeast to 18.6 percent in the North Central region
(app. table 20). Tho fargest variation in this figure
occurred between the total and minority population

U(Jt)b
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group-: it aceounted for 313 pereent of the income ol
the manority popalation in poverty, compared with 21.3
prrcent fur the total population in boverty.

Poor families aveounted for ondy 131 pereent of ald
families reporting public asistanee i 1909 (able 21).
Dilferenees in the pereentage of poor families reporting
public awistance meome depend upon difterences in
Lamily types as they relate te publiv asistanes program
regquiremients. These ditterences sl stem from (1)
differences in the amount of The public asastanes
reported. asat relates to moathly payment levels, and (2)
ilfrrences in public asistanee mvome cutolfs relative o
the national poverty threshold.

Publiv assistance i 1969 was, no doubl, strongh
weithted  toward  \iditoFamilies - with Dependent
Childeen (AFDC) payments. Benefits from the AFDC
program acemed largely 1o Jowancome families with
female  heads,
neiro-nonnelyo

thus  explaiming  a large  share  of
difterences aml population-gronp
difterences i publie assistanes meame (g, 27). For
insdanee, lowancome female-headed tamilies comprised
398 pereent of all metro lowsncome families. The

nonmetro fgmre was 232 pereent. For the entire

Vabiv 21

mmonty population, 8 was 174 pereent. in contrast o
329 pereent for the total LS. population.

Ninee public assistance payment Jevels and cutodls
are, in peneral, higher i metro than in nonmetro
vountirs and higher in the non-South than in the South,
it s nob aarprising that poor familivs comprised smallee
priventages of those reporting public asistance in metro
areas and in the non-South. W hile dightly over onedthird
of metro families reporting publie assistanee remained in
poverty. m nonmetro connties. more than one-hall’ of
such  fTamilies, (after connting  the public assistanee
income) had total income below the poverty threshold,
For the most rural nonmetro county groups this figure
was nearly 00 pereent,

Regionally. the percentage of  families reporting
public  assistanee income that remained i poverty
ranged from 33 percent in the West to 33,1 pereent in
the South (table 22). 1n the nonmetro South, over 60
prreent of the families reporting public awistanee had
incomes bedow the poverty level,

Families reportmg pubho asastance income m metro and nonmetro counties, by race, 1969

Families reporting pubhic Al tamahes with income below
SAARLIICL ITome low-mncome loved
- Percent reporting
hem Number l:ﬁ::::ir;:i‘ Number publu assistance
ncome
Nugro Negro Negro
and i and _— Negr» and . and
Toul vthe Tual other Total other races Total other
aces aees TRLCH
USiwwd o000 0 0 o0 Lo 2719074 %02.20 43 S8 53462216 1.540,702 1.5 34.3
Metio total e 1906.623 671319 389 5.0 0 3.190,734 1000096 23.3 36.2
Grter .00 o0 e, 1.066433 450,007 3.0 51.2 0 1601 seS.304 267 30.7
COTe oo e e e e 9R6AT7Y 4134092 389 514 1299058 512223 29.5 41.6
Finge e e 179962 35318 270 479 322,054 53081 1351 3.9
Medum oo N $37.262 165317 413 589 1075783 310,577 204 313
IR O 202927 55,795 434 6.1 493,839 124,215 17.8 27.9
Nonmetrototal ..o v o B12451 231082 3529 718 2271482 35300606 18Y 30.7
Urbamaed:
Adjavemt toan SMSA L. 157.791  35.234 33,4 6.6 394.537 81874 177 28.6
Notadpeent 1o an SMSA ..., 100931 311343 495 70.4 264,316 75.120 189 29.2
Less urbanmyzad:
Adicvent to an SMSA . 203483 63393 336 71.7 578,237 154853 189 30.3
Notadgacent o an SMSA ... .., 222168 63146 558 74.0 639886 147,116 194 1.8
Towlly rural:
Adjcent 10 an SMSA e 44203 13997 59.5 74.2 133.373 34,358 197 n2
Not adjavent to an SMSA . 83IRTS 22,159 59.9 74.3 261,133 47285 192 34.8
Source: Cenmus nd Population, 1970,
o
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Table 22 Vamilies reporting public assistance income, by region, 1969

Families reporting public All families with income
assistance income below low income level ;
e With ipcomes below Percent
tem low income level reporting
Total Percent of all Number public
Number reporting pub- assistance

lic assistance .| ncome
US. ol ...... ettt e e 2,719,074 1,171,742 431 5462216 215
Neproandotherraces -+ .......c..00n 902,201 528,098 58.5 1,540,702 3343
Metrototal ..o i .. 1,906,623 742,17 389 3,190,734 233
Negro and other taces . ... .. vvuu e 671,119 362,236 54.0 1,000,096 36.2
Nonmetrototal . ..........cc.0u. 812451 429,57 529 2271482 18.9
Negroand other races < v v oo v v v v 231,082 165,862 7.8 540,606 30.7
Northeast,total ... ... viinnnnn.n 663,957 242,309 36.5 935,906 259
Metro . ..., .. e e 597,468 217,896 36.5 782,304 278
NOUMEITO &+t vt teevevnnonnnnnnss 66,489 24413 36.7 153,102 157
North Central, total oo vvv i venen e 534,489 217,589 40.7 1,171,102 18.6
Metro  ..... e et e 378,59 153,526 40.6 657,810 233
NOAMEBIO .o ins tenononnsenss 155,898 64,033 41.1 513,292 12.5
South,total ...... o iiiniinennnan . 951,175 523,926 581 2.581,333 20.3
Negroand other mces ... veeuv v 422,294 284,184 67.3 974,221 29.2
Metrototal . ovn v vnnenerinnsonn 466432 225,279 48.3 1,190,488 18.9
Negroandotherraces ........... 222,624 137,556 61.8 486,507 28.3
Nonmetrototal . ....... Ceee e . 484,743 298,647 61.6 1,390,845 215
Negroand otherraces  ...... ... 199,670 146,628 734 487,714 301
West10tal & vt i i v i 569,453 187,948 33.0 773,875 24.3
Metro .. ..... e e 464,132 145,470 © 313 559,632 26.0
Nonrmetro 105,321 42.47R 40.3 214,243 19.8

Source: Census of Population, 1970.
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REVIEW OF MAJOR FINDINGS

1. In 1970, about 73 percent of the U.S. population
lived in metro areas; over 40 percent lived in metro areas
of 1 million people or more. For the minority
population, these percentages were even higher, with
48.8 percent of all minorities living in metro areas of 1
million or more peopie. During the 1960, the population
growth rate in metro areas was 17 percent in contrast to
only 4.4 percent in nonmetro areas., The minority
population grew by over one-third in metro areas and
declined by 4.6 percent in nonmetro areas.

2. Total population growth during the 1960%
ranged from a high of 33.5 percent in the fringe
{suburban) counties of greater metro areas to a loss of
4.4 percent in totally rural nonmetro counties not
adjacent to an SMSA.

3. The population growth rate in nonmetro arcas of
4.4 percent resulted from a natural increase of slightly
over 10 percent, ofisetting losses from net outmigration
of 5.6 percent. Despite net outmigration, nonmetro
areas retained population better than in the 1950%,
when net outmigration totaled 13.0 percent.

4. Metro-nonmetro differences in age and sex
structure, fertility, dependency, and educational
attainment are both determinants and consequences of
recent and historical patterns of population change.
Moreover, they will undoubtedly affect future growth
and retention of popvlation as well. In 1970, the ratio of
males to females was somewhat higher in nonmetro than
in metro areas, and the highest male-female ratio was in
totally rural nonmetro cnunties—98.6 males per 100
females in contrast to 94.1 males per 100 females in
metro cournties. Between 1960 and 1970, the ratio of
males to females declined in all county group~ as did the
difference in sex ratios between metro and nonmetro
areas. The decline in this ratio as well as the leveling of
metro-nonmetro differences are thought to be associated
with the growing disparity in length of life between
males and {emales, the changing sex balance of
international immigration, and, to a lesser extent, to war
losses. Reduction of the sex ratio in rural areas is related
to these factorr as well as to the decline of employment
in male-oriented industries such as agriculture and
mining .

5. Although the 1970 median age of the nonmetro
population (28.3 years) was only slightly higher than
that of the metro population (28 years), much larger
differences in median age were apparent within the
metro .and nonmetro county groups. Within the
metropolitan category, residents of core counties had »
median age of 29.3 years—1.3 years older than the
median age of all metro residents wken together. Among

nonmetro counties, more urbanized arcas had much
younger populations than did the more rural-oriented
areas.

6. Despite heavy outmigration of young adults in
many nonmetro counties, particularly in the more rural
nonmetro counties, such areas vontinue to experience
high fertility. In 1970, the number of children ever born
per 1,000 ever-married women, 35 1o 44 years old, was
over 3,500 in totally rural counties--72 percent above
the approximately 2,120 children required for the popu-
lation to replace itself. This compares with excesses
above the replacement requiremrnt of 33 percent in
metro counties, and 60 percent in all nonmetro counties
taken together.

7. Higher recent fertility rates and higher median
ages in nonmetro and rural counties are also suggested
by the higher dependency ratios in more rural counties
{population under 18 and 65 and older divided by the
population 18 to 64 years). This ratio was 77.1 in metro
counties, 85.5 in nonmetro counties, and 95.6 in totally
rural nonmetro counties not adjacent to a metropolitan
area. Hence, this crude measure of the dependency
burden of the economically active population in rural
counties was substantially in excess of that in the more
urban-oriented areas.

5. Between 1965 and 1970, 40 percent of
Americans changed homes. Although the majority were
local muvers, 17 percent moved into different counties,
and 8.6 percent migrated across State lines. Overall,
there was little difference in mobility between metro
(40.8 percent movers) and nonmetro counties (39.1
percent  movers). Within  the nonmetro sector,
however, substantial differences emerge. With regard to
geographic wmobility, the more urbanized nonmetro
counties were more similar to metro areas than to totally
rural or less urbanized nonmetro counties. In fact, the
rate of inmigration in urbanized nonmetro counties not
adjacent to a metro area was the highest of any county
type. Twenty-one percent of the residents of these
counties lived in other counties prior to the 1970
Census, and almost half of these people lived in other
States (11 percent of the total). In contrast, totally rural
counties had only 15.2 percent intercounty movers and
6.1 percent interstate migrants.

9. Only slight variations in family structure, as
denoted by the incidence of husband-wife families and
the percentage of children under 18 years old living with
both parents, existed across the county groups.
However, unstable fz nily characteristics were far more
prevalent among the minority population than among
the total population. While 14 percent of all US.
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families were not hushand-wife familivs, among the
minority population this figure was 308 pereent.
Among racial minorities in metro countivs, such famihies
comprised 31.2 pereent of all families, The percentage of
persons under 18 years old not living with both parents
was over twire as high for minorities (40.8 pereent) as
for the total youth population (17.3 pereent).

10. Median years of school completed by persons 25

years of age or older was higher in metro than in
nonmetro  vounties (122 years vs, 112 years).
Educational attainment has inereased in the United
States in recent years, and hence lower educational
attainment of the rural population is accounted for, at
least in part, by s age structure, v, its older
population attended school in varlier times of lower
vverall rducational attainment, For the adult population
in totally rural counties in 1970, median school yrars
completed was 2 years below the national figure of 12.1
years, and nonmetro minorities had a median of 8 years,
with only 20 percent completing high school.

11. Differences in vducational attainment between
metro and nonmetro populations are partly associated
with differences in age composition. However, school
enrollment data suggest that the curremt schoolage
population in nonmetro areas will follow the pattern act
by their adult vounterparts and attain lower levels of
education than will the residents of metro areas. In
1970, slightly more than 10 pereen? of all 16- to 17-year
olds in the United States were not enrolled in schoul,
This figure was 9.5 pereent in metro areas and 13,6
prreent in nonmetro areas. For minorities, it was 13.5
pereent, and for minerities in nonmetre areas, it was 18
pricent,

12. During the 1960%, the US. labor force
(including the Armed Forees) grew by 13 million pessons
or by 18.6 pereent. This is 5.5 percentage points more
than the growth rate of th~ U.S. population. While some
of this growth resulted from increases in the population
14 years of age and older, a Jarge share stemmed from
increased participation of females. Whereas the growth
in the numbers of males in the labor foree totaled 9.7
percent, growth ameng females totaled: 37.5 percent.

13. The 1960-70 growth in the labor force was lower
for males than for females despite thr fact that the
number 'of males aged 14 years and older grew by 16.6
percent.” This lower growth was accounted for by a
decline in the labor force participation rate of men
(from 77.4 to 729 percent). The large growth in the
female labor force resulted from large population
increases {20 percent) and from increased participation
(34.5 percent to 39.6 percent).
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1L While the male labor Toree in nonmetro counties
grew by only 1 percent, the female labor foree geew by
one-third. Labor foree growth was greatest (31 pereent)
in the fringe countics of greater metro arcas and least
{ 0.3 pereent) in totally rural nonmetro counties not
adjacent to an SMSAL In totally rural  nonmetro
rounties, the male labor foree declined by 129 pereent.
But, during the same period, the female labor foree
increased by 27.8 prreent.

15. Nonmetro area. will likely need 2.3 million more
jobs for males alone during the 1970 i migration 1o
metro areas  to be halted. This compares with an actual
increase of nonmetro male employment during the
1960 of only 139,000 jobs. Nonmetro areas must do
better than they have recently in ereating employment if
the vurrent metro-nonmetro population distribution is
to be maintained.

16. As suggested by labor force growth rates,
employment growth in the 1960°s was higher in metro
areas than in nonmetro areas. Over 84.1 pereent (10.7
million jobs) of the employment growth oecurred in
metro areas. Employment growth in metro areas (22.7
prreent) was almost twice that of nonmetro counties
(11.4 percent). And, among the more rural county
groups, employment growth was far below the U.S,
average, In the most rural county group, the number of
jobs was stable. The lower nonmetro growth in total
employment stemmed from the inability of nonmetro
areas to attract enough new employment to offset heavy
losses in their extractive industries (agrivulture, mining,
forestry, and fisheries). From 1960 to 1970, the U.S.
loss of employment in extraclive industries totaled 1.7
million jobs, representing a reduction of one-third.
Almost 80 pereent of this employment loss vecurred in
nonmetro areas {1.35 million jobs), with such losses
being substantial in all nonmetro county groups.

17. Nunmetro counties made significant employment
gains in nonextractive industries, particularly in
manmifacturing employment, Manufacturing employment
grew 22.3 pereent in nonmetro areas during the 1960,
compared with only 3.7 percent in metro arcas. Almost
two-thirds of the 1.4 million new manufacturing jobs
were in nonmetro areas. But, in contrast to their lead in
manufacturing employment growth, nonmetro counties
lagged behind metro counties in the growth rate of
employment in service industries, Serviee employment in
nonmetro areas grew by 28.6 pereent during the 1960,
in contrast to 40 pereent in metro areas. Of the 6.2
million new jobs in service industries, only 1.2 million
jubs were in nonmetro areas.
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18. Differencas in incomes and  poverty  levels
between metro and vonmetro vounties result  from
dilferenves in population charactenistios, sueh as age and
educational attaimment, as well as from ditferenees in
the type and availability of employment opportunities,
They are alwo asvciated with differences in payment
levels ol and partivipation in, invome RS programs
such as social security and publie asistance, In 1969,
median  family  income in nonmetro  counties  was
$7.615-20 pereent Jower than the US. average of
$9,390, and 27 pereent lower than the metro figure of
310306, Among county residence  groups, median
family income ranged from $11.990 in the fringe
vounties of greater metro areas to a low of $6,142 in the
most rural nonmetro counties. The incidence of prople
Iving in houschobls with 1909 dacomes below  the
poverty threshold was 202 percent in nonmetro
counties, in vontrast o 11.3 pereent in metro vounties,
Incidence of poverty in totally rural vounties was twice
the 118, average of 13.7 pereent and over four times that
in the fringe counties of greater metro areas. Over
one-third of all minurities were in poverty in 1909, with
the incidence of poverty among minorities much higher
than among the totzl population in all county residenee
Soups,

19. In metro arcas in 1969, families in poverty were
mor kel W have a female head, while in nonmetro
areas, swch families were more likely 1o have an
employed male head. The incidence of poverty among
families with emploved male heads was 8.5 pereent in
nonmetro areas, compared with 3.3 pereept in metro
areas. Among minorities, this fignre was 14 percent at
the US, devel, 9.6 pereent in metro areas, and 31,4
prreent in nonmetro steas,

20, Wages and salaries comprised 78,6 pereent of
total income  of all UxN, families and  unrelated
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individuals in 1969, Wages and salaries in nonmetro areas
were slightly less important ax a sonree of income than
in metro arcax and least important in the most rural of
nonmetre counties, where they comprised only 623
pereent of  total  income. On the other  hand,
sell-employment income (both nonfarm and farm) was
more important in nonmetro than in m=tro connties and
most important i the most mral nonmetro counties,
Social seeurity income was also higher as a pereentage of
total income in nonmetro than in metro counties, The
same was true of public assistance income. The greater
importance of social sceurity and public assistance in
nonmetro areas and the more mral counties is a
consequence of the age and income composition of these
counties,

21, Wapes and salaries formed $9.5 pereent of the
income of the poor in 196Y. Social security and other
relirements comprised 29 pereent and public assistance
comprised only 13.4 pereent of the poors income.
Relative to the income structure of the metro poor, the
income of the nonmetro poor was vomposed of a
stightly larger pereentage of wages amd salaries and social
~seurity and a substantially smaller pereentage of publie
assistanee,. Whereas 15,2 pereent ol the metro poor’s
income vame from public assistance, it represented only
10.6 pereent of the nonmetro poor’s income.

22, For the United States, only 21.5 pereent of all
poor families reported income from public assistanee in
1969, This figure was 23.3 pereent in metro counties
and 18.9 percent in nonmetro counties. Poor families
aceounted for only 43.1 percent of all families reporting
public assistance in 1969, These families reporting public
wosistance, but remainag in poverty, totaled 389
percent in metro areas and 52.9 percent in nonmetro
areas. This metro-nonmetro differenees is due, in part, to
fower pavment levels in nonmmetro areas.
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CONCLUSIONS

Poverty, low educational attainment, lack of job
opportunitics, and other soviorconomie problems are
nol restricted o central city slums, nor are  they
restrivied to isolated rural arvas, Similarly, growth and
vitality are not limited 1o large melropolitan areas,
Rather, there are depressed areas as well as areas of great
potential in buth the metropolitan and nonmetropolitan
sei:tors of the United States.

The structare of a community’s  popalation s
assoviated  with the community s current social and
cconomic well-being and with its potential as a place in
which to live.  Intercounty  variation  in basic
demographic stractures, in labor foree participation rates
and composition, in ovcupational structures, and in
income  and  sonrees of income, demonstrate  that
“well-being™ declines regularly as one moves from the
most urban to the most rural parts of our conntry. The
population of tally rural areas has a relatively low fevel
of vurrent sociorconomiv status,

There ix a high degree of interconnectedness between
a populations demographic  and  sovieconomic
composition. Areas that have experienced prolonged net
outmigration tend to have populations with distorted
age structures and low levels of edueational attainment
and fabor foree participation, Morcover, they are likely
to have comparatively  stagnant. nonagricultural  evco-
nomies, characterized by low-kill and low-wage johs,

The above characteristies aceurately deseribe many of
the rural and less urbanized parts of America, but the
same cannot be said of nomnetropolitan areas that have
substantial ntban populations. The populations of these
arcas compare quite favorably wit. those of metropolitan
arcas in terms of age structure, school enrollment,
income, and labor foree participation. They also tend to
be substantially better off than persons in the more raral
segments of America,

The socioeconomie status of the minority population
is partienfarly depressed in the most rural settings of the
United States. Regardless of place of residence, however,
there are  substantial  difterences between  the
characteristics of the total population and the minority
population,

Differences  continue 1o persist  between  the
sovioeconomic characteristics of metro and nonmetro
populations. Regardless of whether one is concerned
with basic demographic information such as age
composition or fertility, or whether one is concerned
with indicators of social status such as incomé,
education, or occupation, substantial differences are
evident among the residenee categories analyzed in this
research. Hence, geographic variation is a fundamental
issue which must be considered in future research and in
the development of public policy.
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