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State Presence and Representations in Peripheral Areas

The Regency of Tunis in the Modern Period
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Most studies concerning the state have focused on its leadership, apparatuses, structures, and central institutions.
Researchers tend to use documents centrally produced, privileging exclusively those originating from the state's
official archives. This paper, however, is concerned with the state in the lands of Tunisia during the modern
period, but with variation in the hierarchy of perspective and the parallel between local and central, and observing
actors' representations and discourses. The study relied upon sources made available by the local environment
in peripheral regions, which are relatively free from coercion from the center. These local sources comprised
special expressions and reflected the beliefs that drive the expectations residents of the periphery have of the state
and defining their relationship with it. Residents' representations of the state develop according to successive
historical contexts in parallel to the process of state formation and the level to which it is accepted by individuals
and groups. The findings of this study support the notion that there is diversity in the historical processes that lead
to the formation of components of the modern state and underpin its legitimacy.
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Mathieu Fusi, "Qu'est-ce que 1'Etat?" Critiquables, 1/12/2015, accessed on 6/7/2020, at: https://bit.ly/37XOi1r; Norbert Elias, La dynamique de
l'occident (Paris: Presses Pocket, 2003); Pierre Bourdieu, Sur ['Etat: Cours de Collége de France 1989-1992 (Paris: Seuil; Raisons d'agir, 2011);
Jirgen Habermas, Aprés I'Etat-nation: Une nouvelle constellation politique (Paris: Pluriel, 2013); Jean-Philippe Genét, "La genése de I'Etat
moderne," Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, vol. 118 (juin 1997), pp. 3-18; Jean-Frédéric Schaub, "La notion d'Etat Moderne est-elle
utile? Remarques sur les blocages de la démarche comparatisie en histoire," Cahiers du Monde Russe, vol. 46, no. 1-2 (2005); Charles-Olivier
Carbonell, "Les origines de 1'état moderne: Les traditions historiographiques Frangaises (1820-1990)," Publications de I'Ecole Francaise de
Rome, vol. 171 (1993), pp. 297-312.
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