
States and Regions in the European Union
Institutional Adaptation in Germany and Spain

Tanja Börzel argues that the effect of Europeanization on the politics
and institutions of the EU’s member states depends on the degree of
conflict between European and domestic norms and rules. If the differ-
ences are marked, there will be pressure on a country’s institutions to
adapt. The extent of this change will then depend upon the domestic
framework within which the institutions operate. The book examines
the relationship between the central state and regions in Germany and
Spain, showing how Europeanization has served to weaken the powers
of the regions. In both countries, the regions were forced to cooperate
more closely with the centre, but the institutional impact in the two
countries has been strikingly different. In Germany the existing cooper-
ative federal system was reinforced, but in Spain the traditional compet-
itive relationship between the levels of government could not continue.
Europeanization has led to a significant change in the pattern of Spanish
politics, turning rivalry into cooperation. This book thus presents an im-
portant analysis of the impact of Europeanization on domestic politics,
and of the relationship between states and regions in particular.
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Europäischen Akte vom 28. Februar 1986
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

xii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521803810 - States and Regions in the European Union: Institutional Adaptation in
Germany and Spain
Tanja A. Borzel
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521803810
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


List of abbreviations xiii

EMAS Eco-Management and Audit Scheme
EMK Europaminister-Konferenz (Ständige Konferenz der
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FCI Fondo de Compensación Interterritorial
(an interregional compensation fund)
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