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SUMMARY: T h e  n a m e  N o c a r d i a  o t i t i d i s  c a v i a r -  = ( s i c )  S n i j d e r s  1 9 2 4  w a s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  a n  
o r g a n i s m  f r o m  t h e  i n f e c t e d  m i d d l e  e a r s  of 
g u i n e a  p i g s  i n  S u m a t r a .  T h i s  n a m e  ( t h e  " N o -  
c a r d i a  of  o t i t i s  of g u i n e a  p i g s  " )  i s  a c o r -  
r e c t l y  f o r m e d  b i n a r y  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  i s  v a l i d l y  
p u b l i s h e d  a n d  l e g i t i m a t e .  N o m e n c l a t u r a l l y  
j u n i o r  s y n o n y m s  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  
f o u r  p a p e r s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  v i e .  
A c t i n o m y c e s  c a v i a e  E r i k s o n  1 9 3 5 ,  N o c a r d i a  
c a v i a e  E r i k s o n  1 9 3 5  a n d  N o c a r d i a  c a v i a e  
W a k s m a n  a n d  H e n r i c i  1 9 4 8 .  N o c a r d i a  o t i t i d i s -  
c a v i a r u m  S n i j d e r s  1 9 2 4  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  n a m e .  

Snijders (1 924, LXXXVII) proposed the name Nocardia 
otitidis caviarum (sic) for  an organism he isolated and de- 
scribed f rom the infected middle e a r s  of guinea pigs in 
Sumatra. The name given by Snijders is a binary combina- 
tion, and the single specific epithet, otitidis-caviarum, is in 
accord with Rule 6 of the International Code of Nomenclature 
of Bacter ia  and Viruses (1958, 33). 

The organism described by Snijders apparently was not 
mentioned in the l i terature again until Erikson (1 935, 10, 32) 
published a description of i t  under the name Actinomyces 
caviae. Erikson cited the reference to Snijders' paper,  but 
made no mention of the name Nocardia otitidis-caviarum. 
Actinomyces caviae Erikson i s  validly published but illegiti- 
mate because she did not use the ear l ies t  available specific 
epithet, otitidis-caviarum (Bact. Code, Rule 24b). In sub- 
sequent names for  this organism employing the specific 
epithet "caviae," Erikson should not be cited in  parentheses 
a s  the author of the specific epithet because the name she 
used, Actinomyces caviae, is  an illegitimate combination 
and cannot se rve  as a basionym (Bact. Code, Rule 26, Note). 
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Erikson (1935,lO) merely listed Nocardia caviae a s  a 
synonym of Actinomyces caviae ; the name Nocardia caviae 
Erikson was not validly published (Bact. Code, Rule 12d) and 
has no nomenclatural standing, 

Waksman and Henrici (1948, 912), and later Waksman 
(1957, 733), used the name Nocardia caviae and incorrectly 
attributed it to Snijders. The name Nocardia caviae Waks- 
man and Henrici was validly published but i s  illegitimate. 
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