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Abstract

The use of the suffix 1a is interesting to study. According to Buck and Petersen combined
words in -za, lon. -177, and those in -4 in the same list because of practical convenience and
their interrelations in Greek. On the other side there are uses that actually have their own
peculiarities. There are many substantives without connections with adjectives in -io¢
because prehistoric substantivations may be surmised. Kapdiog (in genitive) is an example
of old concrete substantives in -z« is related to Hittie gen. kardias. Words in -ia or -jareflect
a type which in the other IE languages appears as an 1/ya stem such as in Sankrit (nom.

devi, acc. devim, gen. devyas, dat.devydi, etc.).
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INTRODUCTION

Buck and Petersen combined words in -ia,
lon. -m, and those in -1d in the same list
because of practical convenience and their
interrelations in Greek.*

ORIGIN

Buck argues that the suffix-ia, fem. of -10g,
reveals its adjectival origin in many
substantives (in geographical names) or the
ellipsis that occurred very recent such as
moAépayt). [ToAéais from moAépog which
means of or belonging to war.

There are many substantives without

1C. D. Buck and W. Petersen, A Reverse Index of
Greek Nouns and Adjectives (Hildesheim: Georg
Olms, 1984), 120.
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connections with adjectives in -tog because
prehistoric ~ substantivations may be
surmised. Kopdiag (in genitive) is an
example of old concrete substantives in -ia
is related to Hittie gen. kardias.

The most numerous class consists of
the abstracts in -eiaderived from stems in
sigma(es, as, 0s) adjective such as aindeia
(truth) — d&Anbng (true). It happened
regularly in Attic, but lonic has -ginas
Homer used aAnbein.

The suffix-iaalso appeared in stems
in @ such as veaviog ‘a young man’ (attic
epic doricaeolic) was first veavid ‘youth’.
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PIE

Words in -1d or -jareflect a type which in the
other IE languages appears as an i/ya stem
such as in Sankrit (nom. devi, acc. devim,
gen. devyas, dat.devyai, etc.). Its most
distinctive use is the formation of the
feminine of u-stem adjectives (evpeinadj sg
fem nom ionic - evpvg)and consonant-Stem
adjectives and participles:?
dépovoafromeepovviia = Skt.
bharanti

Ddépovcav from eepovvtioay =
Skt.bharantim

depovoncfromeepovvtiog = Skt.

bharantyas

noeia from adefio = Skt.suadvi
DEVELOPMENT

The conglutinate -ciatook part in the
development of -iawithout showing any
other distinctive peculiarities than that is
was favored particularly in compounds,
which was due to its origin from nouns in -
T-, -G, and -tog, which themselves were
more often derived from compounds (e.g.
ebkpatog — evkpaciomildness; dxpoatog —
axpacia ill temperature).

Also, the conglutinate -guwa, lon. -
nu, became productive in abstracts.
Starting from -nfw. (whence -nwpreserved
in some dialects, and regularly lon. -nn), in
derivatives from nouns in -evg: Boociiede —
Baoinn(lon. Heraclitus) - Pooileln
(kingdom).

As a result of the phonetic changes,
many of the substantives formed with -ja are
scattered among the lists of words in —(c)oa
(6dhoooa ‘sea’), -Co (Guaga ‘wagon’), -va

20r it is called as a third declension: labial, dental,
liquid stems, stems in Sigma, stems in oc, ® (), 1
and v, v, av, ov, stems in ot. See Herbert
WeirSmyth, Greek Grammar(Harvard, 1920, 1956),
50-71.

3Buck and Petersen, A Reverse Index,120; Paul

Kretschmerand Ernst
Locker,Riickldufiges Worterbuch der

KERUGMA : Vol 3,No 2 Oktober 2020

(Méawva ‘lioness’), -pa (Tpdpa ‘prow’), -Ara
(Guidlo ‘contest’).

SEMANTICS

The suffix -a:
1) Concrete:

With its adjectival origin (10¢):

a) Geographical names e.g.Avdia
(Lydia), adjective Avdioc (of
Lydia, Lydian)

b) Location / Placee.g.Zepupia
(West); éoyatin (farthest part,
edge, border)

c) Thing e.g.xovia (dust) — kb6viog
(dusty)®

Without its adjectival origin (10¢):

a) Thingse.g.ko\ia (belly); €otia
(hearth of a house)*

b) Female sex (very rare) e.g.
tapia (housekeeper,
housewife)— téauoc®

c) Collectiveness e.g.ctopeio
(brotherhood / social group) —
£taipog (companion); kompio

(dunghill / rubbish — heap)

With its corresponding to

masculine (gvg)

a) Female e.g. iépewo. (priestess) —
iepevg; Paciiela (queen) —
Bactieng

2) Abstract:
With its adjectival origin (1og / n¢/
00¢ / 0g):
a) Qualitye.g.uekiyo (gentleness)
— petkiytog; novya(stillness) —
novytog;Eévia (hospitality)—

GriechischenSprache. 3 (UnverédnderteAufl.
Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht. 1977), 403.

LSJ

“¢oTi0¢ is of the; name of month in Magnesia,
I1G9(2).1117.11. It seems related to a verb ‘éotid®’

(receive at one's hearth).

5 Zeus, as the dispenser of all things to men, “Zglg,
6g T avBpanwv T. moAépototétukto” 11.4.84
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b)

&éviog;evvota (kindness) —
gvvoog (Kind); copia(wisdom) —
copoc(wise); élevbepia
(freedom) — éAevBepog
Condition e.g.cotpua (safety /
deliverance)- cwtpioc; £vdeila
(want)—évdeng (need);
gvodopovia (happiness) —
evdaipwv (happy)
Collectiveness e.g. coupoyio
(alliance) — ovupayog (fighting
along with)

With its verb:

a)

b)

d)

Situatione.g.mevia(poverty) —
névopat; pavio (madness) —
paivopar; Bokio(abundance) —
0aA D

Quality e.g.pwhia (friendliness)
— QUAE®; KaKovpyio
(wickedness) —kaxovpyém
Doer e.g. maig(child) —
nadevm(leducate)

Other e.g.ayyelia (message) -
ayyéAo; otpateio (Campaign)
— otpozevom (I wage war);
Baoirea(kingdom) — Bacidedm
(I'rule)

With its doer:

a)

Skill e.g.vavtirdio (seamanship)
— vowtirog; iatopia (art of
healing) — wtwp (healer);
otpatnyia (generalship / piece
of strategy) — otpatydg (leader
/ commander); evepyecio(kind
service) — evepyég(doer of
good deeds); fyyepovia —
Nyepov (leader)
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MORPHOLOGY
Number Singular Plural
Case / Gender Fem Fem
Nominative / Vocative avlh,geia avlh,geiai
Genitive avlhgei,aj avlhgeiw/n
Dative avlhgei,a avlhgei,aij
Accusative avlh,geian avlhgei,aij
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