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A bstract

T er t iu m  dat u r  -  o n the co ncep tio n o f truth in  D utch 'Ethical Theo lo g y '

In this article the 'th ird  o p tio n ' o n the D utch theo lo g ical scene o f a century  

ago  is exam ined . The 'Ethical Theo lo g y ', as this o p tio n is kno w n, is 

exp lained  o n the basis o f its characteristic co ncep tio n o f truth as so m e 

thing  that canno t b e encap sulated  in p ro p o sitio ns bu t w hich can be 

enco untered . In this co ntext the relatio nship  betw een the Ethicals and  

their riv als o n bo th the left and  the rig ht is d iscussed . In co nclu sio n, an 

ev aluatio n is g iv en o f the achiev em ent o f the Ethical current and  its 

acco m m o d atio n o f reaso n and  faith in a sing le theo ry .

1. D aar is g o e ie  red e o m  in  'n  feesb u n d el w at aan p ro fesso r C H  

Rau tenb ach  o p g ed ra w o rd , o o r d ie 'd erd e o p sie ' in  d ie N ed erland se 

teo lo g ie  v an 'n  eeu  g eled e te skry f. V ir eers kan p ro fesso r R au ten 

b ach  se d enke en kerklike o p tred e se lf  as so  'n  t ert ium  in  sy  e ie  

ko nteks b esko u  w o rd : hy  het enersy d s ho m  n o o it ko n  id e n tif iseer 

m et rig ied e  o rto d o kse stro m ing e n ie  en  and ersy d s o o k n ie  o p g e 

g aan in  w at o ns g ew o o nd  g ew o rd  het o m  'lib erale  teo lo g ie ' te no em  

n ie . D aarb en ew ens is d aar w aarsky nlik n iem an d  o n d er h ed en 

d aag se H erv o rm d e teo lo ë w at so  v ertro u d  is m et d ie  N ed erland se 

teo lo g ie (ë ), stro m ing e en m o d aliteite  so o s hy  n ie . O m  'n  u itd ru k 

k ing  te g eb ru ik  w at v ia D ie H e r v o rm e r  'n  R au ten b ach iaan se  stem p el 

g ekry  h et: d ie 'v erb an d e en p ersp ektiew e ' v an o ns N ed erland se 

trad isie  is w aarsky nlik  v ir n iem and  so  d u id elik  so o s v ir p ro fesso r 

R au tenb ach  nie.

D it m aak o o k o m  v erd ere red es sin  o m  in  o ns kring  aand ag  aan 

h ierd ie  o nd erw erp  te g ee. D ie H erv o rm d e trad isie  in  o n s land  neem  

o o k al lank 'n  'd erd e p o sisie ' in : aan d ie  een  kant w o rd  o ns b eg ren s 

d eu r 'n  g erefo rm eerd e o rto d o ksie  w aarm ee o ns o n sse lf  n o o it ko n 

v ereen selw ig  n ie  en aan d ie and er kant w o rd  d ie g rens g etrek d eu r 

d ie v eh em en te  o n tken n in g  v an d ie b esku ld ig in g  d at d ie  H er

v o rm d e teo lo g ie  'lib eraal' so u  w ees so o s w at d ikw els u it g ere fo r 

m eerd e o o rd  b ew eer w o rd . Bo w end ien  w o rd  h ierd ie  t e r t ium , d at
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o ns n ó g  'o rto d o ks-g ere fo rm eerd '* nó g  'lib eraal' is , to t u itd ru kkin g  

g e b rin g  d eu r d iep g aan d e inv lo ed  w at d ie H erv o rm d e teo lo g ie  in  

Su id -A frik a v an d ie  N ed erland se 'd erd e  o p sie ' o nd erg aan  h et: n ie  

alleen  in d irek  d eu r d ie  w erke v an D an ië l C h an tep ie  d e la Sau ssay e 

(1818—1874), JH  G u n n in g  jr  (1829—1905) en  d ie  b etro kken h eid  v an 

m en se  so o s H Th O b b in k  (1869—1947) n ie , m aar o o k d irek  d eu r d ie 

jare lan g e  w erk v an jo n g er v erteen w o o rd ig ers v an  h ierd ie  rig tin g  

so o s B G em ser (1890—1962) en  A  v an Seim s (1906—1984).

2.1 W at is d an h ierd ie  'd erd e  o p sie '?  D it v erw y s na 'n  rig tin g  in  d ie 

N ed erlan d se  teo lo g ie  w at v an af o n g ev eer d ie  m id d el v an  d ie  v o rig e 

eeu  to t d ie  m id d el v an h ierd ie  eeu  d u id elik  w aarn eem b aar w as en 

ak tie f  aan d ie  teo lo g iese  d eb atv o erin g  d eelg en eem  het. D aam a het 

d ie  inv lo ed  d aarv an m eer in c o g n it o  b eg in  d eu rsu u r en  d it w o rd  

v and ag  n o g  as 'n  krag  in  d ie  w erk v an v eral d ie  b eo e fen aars v an  d ie 

b ib lio lo g ie se  v akke g ev ind .

H ierd ie  rig tin g  h et b eken d  g estaan  as d ie  'Eth isch e  T h eo lo g ie ' o f 

'Eth isc h e  R ic h tin g ' en d ie b eo e fen aars d aarv an as 'Eth isc h e n ', w at 

o n s kan v erafrikaans as 'e tic i'. In d ie  afg elo p e jare  h et ek stu d ies o o r 

v ersk e ie  asp ekte v an d ie  e tiese  teo lo g ie  g ep u b liseer, so d at d it n ie  

no u  v ir m y  n o d ig  is o m  'n  v o lled ig e b eskry w in g  v an d ie  g ro n d ko n - 

sep te  d aarv an  te b ied  n ie  (v g l Lo ad er 1984a: 13—14; 1984b : 5; 1985a: 

18—21; 1985b : 233—234; 1986: 151). D it sal v o ld o end e w ees o m  m et 

d ie  v o lg end e karakteriserin g  reken in g  te ho u :

2.2 D ie  term  'e tie s ' b eteken  v ir h ierd ie  rig tin g  n ie  'se d e lik ' (so o s 

H erm an  Bav inck  1903: 25, 92 g ed in k  het) n ie , m aar d at d ie  w ese 

( é t h o s )  v an  d ie  w aarh eid  v ir hu lle  in  d ie  sentru m  v an b e lan g ste llin g  

staan . H ierd ie  sien in g  is d eu r D an ië l C h an tep ie  d e la Sau ssay e  

o n d er w o o rd e g eb rin g  m et d ie  v o o rste lling  v an d ie  e tie se  karakter 

v an  d ie  w aarh eid  (v g l Lo ad er 1984a: 179). D it b eteken  v ir ho m  d at 

d ie  w ese v an  d ie  w aarh eid  n ie  o b jek tiv eerb aar en  rasio n aliseerb aar 

is n ie , m aar d at d ie  m en s w el in  aan rakin g  d aarm ee kan  ko m . D ie 

w aarh eid  kan  n ie  in  'n  leer v asg ev at en  eties to eg ep as w o rd  n ie , 

w an t d it tran sen d eer p er d e f in isie  alle ko n sep te  en  p ro p o sisie s w at 

g eb ru ik  kan  w o rd  o m  d it u it te d ra. D aarteeno o r kan  d ie  m en s w el 

m et d ie  w aarh eid  in  aanraking  ko m  en d aarm ee g eko n fro n teer

* Ek g eb ru ik hierd ie  term  b lo o t as 'n  v o rm  v an id entifikasie . V erd eraan sal ek eenv o ud ig  

v an 'o rto d o ks(ie) ' p raat as tip ering  v an 'n  g ro ep  (so o s in d ie N ed erland se literatu u r v an 

'n  eeu  g eled e) en n ie  in  d ie sin  v an 'reg g elo w ig ' nie.
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w o rd . D aar b estaan  'n  aff in ite it tu ssen  G o d  se se lfb eken d m akin g  o f 

o p en b arin g  en  d ie  m en slike  g ees en  d aaro m  kan  d ie m ens w el w eet 

v an G o d  en  H o m  o ntm o et. D it is 'n  o n tm o etin g  m et d ie  w aarheid , 

m aar n ie  'n  rasio n ele  d eu rv o rsing  d aarv an n ie  (v g l R asker 1974: 

132).

H ierd ie  b asie se  o o rtu ig in g  is d ie hart v an d ie e tiese  teo lo g ie  en  is 

o p  v erskillen d e  m an iere  u itg ed ru k d eu r v erteen w o o rd ig ers v an  d ie 

v ier g en erasies w at o ns in  hu lle g eled ere kan o nd erskei.

2.3 D ie  o u er g en erasie , D an ië l C han tep ie  d e la Sau ssay e en  JH  G u n n in g  

jr, h e t g raag  u itg eg aan  v an  d ie  o o rtu ig in g  d at d aar g een  o n d erskeid  

b estaan  tu ssen  w aarh eid  en  lew e n ie . H ierv an  h et b e id e  se g eskrifte  

o o rv lo ed ig lik  g etu ig  (D e la Sau ssay e 1860, 1967; G u n n in g  jr  1866). 

D iese lfd e  is o o k d eu r een  v an d ie le iers v an d ie  tw eed e g en erasie  

e tic i, JJP V aleto n  jr, g ed o en. V o lg ens ho m  b eteken  d i t '. . . d at m en 

o o k v o o r d e theo lo g ie  z ijn  u itg an g sp u nt neem t in  d e realite it d er 

g eeste lijke  d in g en , o f m  a w  in  het lev en , z o als d it v an  G o d sw eg e is 

g eo p en b aard ' (V aleto n  1904: 9). G elo o f is 'n  lew en skw essie , n ie  'n  

le erkw essie  n ie . Een v an  d ie  b e lan g rikste  d erd e-g enerasie  e tic i, JH  

G u n n in g  JH z n  (d ie seu n v an JH  G u n n in g  jr) , h et w eer g estel d at d ie 

lew en d e teen w o o rd ig h eid  v an G o d  in  d ie m en seg esk ied en is sy  

o p en b arin g  u itm aak en  n ie  allerlei w aarhed e ó ó r H o m  n ie  (v g l 

G u n n in g  1885: 18). Ten  slo tte ko m  h ierd ie  o p v atting  v an d ie 

w aarh eid  o o k d u id elik  to t u itin g  in  d ie afkeer aan d o g m atism e b y  

v ierd e -g en erasie  fig u re so o s A  v an  Seim s en B G em ser (v g l Lo ad er 

1984a: 2 1 0 - 2 1 1 ) .

2.4 G een  d o g m a o f ko nsep  o f v o o rste lling , en  o o k n ie  d ie  By b el se lf  n ie , 

kan d ie  v o lle w aarheid  v an  G o d  o m v at n ie . D aaro m  is elke p o g ing  

o m  d it to t u itd ru kkin g  te b rin g  o nv o lko m e en  o p  sy  b este  sleg s 'n  

b en ad erin g  to t d ie w aarheid . V o lg ens d ie  e tic i w il d it eg ter n ie  sê 

d at d ie  w aarheid  v ir d ie  m ens o n to eg anklik  is n ie . A s d ie m en s G o d  

n ie  kan d eu rg ro nd  n ie , d an kan hy  G o d  no g  o ntm o et. N et so  kan  hy  

d ie  w aarh eid  n ie  o m v at en  d us n ie  fo rm u leer n ie , m aar no g tans 

d aarm ee in  ko n fro n tasie  ko m . D ie e tiese  b ew eg in g  w o rd  saam g e- 

b in d  d eu r d ie  o o rtu ig in g  d at, as o ns v an  d ie  g o d d elike o p en b arin g  

p raat, o n s v an G o d  se se lf-o p en b arin g  p raat en  n ie  v an 'n  leer n ie  

(G u n n in g  jr 1866: 45). H y  m aak H o m self b eken d , sê G u n n in g  jr 

(1884: 54), V aleto n  (1909: 10), G errit W ild eb o er (1886: 69) en  and er 

e tic i. O m  d ie  lew end e G o d  se b estaan , teen w o o rd ig h eid  en  ing ry p e 

te erv aar, b e teken  o m  m et d ie  w aarheid  in  aanraking  te ko m .
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H ierd ie  in sig  le i to t d ie h erken n in g  v an  v erske ie  'v erb an d e  en 

p ersp ektiew e '.

2.5 In d ie  eerste  p lek w o rd  d ie  v erh o u d in g  v an d ie  e tiese  rig tin g  to t d ie 

m o d ern ism e en  d ie o rto d o ksie  h ierd eu r b ep aal.

A an d ie  een  kant w as d ie  m o d ern ism e to taal g ekan t teen  d ie 

e tie se  o p v attin g  v an w aarheid . G eb o u  o p  d ie  m o n ism e v an d ie 

eerste  p erio d e  in  d ie  d enke v an d ie U trechtse  h o o g leraar C W  

O p z o o m er (1821—1892) en v o o rtg estu  d eu r d ie latere  o n tw ikke lin g  

in  d ie  d enke v an  d ie  and er g ro nd leg g er v an  d ie  m o d ern ism e, JH  

Sch o lten  (1811 — 1885), d at g een  g o d sken n is so nd er d ie  red e m o o n t

lik  is n ie  (v g l O p z o o m er 1846: 55, Sch o lten  1846: 34, 88, 137, 

R o essin g h  1914: 84, 92, Rasker 1974: 116), w as d ie  m o d ern ism e 

d aarv an  o o rtu ig  d at d aar g een  o n d erskeid  tu ssen  k en n is en  g elo o f 

is n ie . En ig ie ts w at v ir d ie m ens 'een  v o o r w aar h o u d en ' (O p z o o 

m er) is , is afh anklik  v an sy  red elikh eid . D aaro m  kan d aar g een  p lek 

v ir o p e n b arin g  o f  'n  tran sen d en te  G o d  w ees n ie . D ie  m o d em iste  

h e t h u llese lf  as an ti-su p ran atu ralisties b esko u  en  d aarm ee b ed o el 

d at h u lle  afw y send  staan teen o o r alle o p v attin g e  w at, so o s d ie 

e tie se , o o rtu ig  is v an  'd e  realite it d er g eeste lijke  d in g en '. D aaro m  

v in d  o ns talie v o o rb eeld e in  d ie  literatu u r v an ho e d ie  m o d em iste  

d ie  e tic i v an  h alfh artig h eid  b esku ld ig .

Tw ee v o o rb eeld e  sal d it illu streer. A b raham  K u en en  (1885: 

491—530) w as v an m en in g  d at d ie e tie se  teo lo ë n ie  d ie  b etek en is 

v an  d ie  resu ltate  v an d ie h isto riese  kritiek  v erstaan  n ie . D aar is net 

een  w aarh eid  en  d it is 'n  rasio n ele  w aarheid . Terw y l d ie  h isto riese  

k ritiek  d an no u  aan g eto o n  h et d at o ns n ie  m et o p en b arin g  reken in g  

kan  ho u  n ie , m aar d ie Israelitiese  g o d sd ien s ew o lu sio n isties m o et 

v erklaar, is d it to g  d u id elik  d at d ie 'reg se ' teo lo ë (d  w  s d ie  etic i)  n ie  

hu l e ie  k o n stru ksie  o p  d ieselfd e h isto rie s-k ritie se  fo n d am en t kan 

b o u  as w aaro p  d ie  m o d em iste  hu l ko n stru ksie  b o u  n ie .

N o g  'n  m o d em is, BD  Eerd m ans (1909: 555—567, 1910: 289—304), 

h e t g eo o rd eel d at d ie e tic i se d u id in g  v an d ie  g esk ied en is v an Israel 

in  term e v an  'n  o p en b arin g  'w ete n sc h ap p e lijk e  en  stich te lijke  

b ed erf ' is. V o lg ens ho m  so u  d ié  so o rt h an terin g  v an d ie  By b else  

tekste  b o ts m et d ie  b ed o e lin g  v an d ie o u teu rs en  d aaro m  o n aan - 

v aarb aar w ees.

G errit W ild eb o er se antw o o rd e aan b e id e  h ierd ie  g e leerd es p laas 

d ie  v erh o u d in g  tu ssen  d ie  e tiese  en  d ie  m o d e m istie se  rig tin g s g o ed  

in  p ersp ektie f . Teen o o r K eu n en  red en eer W ild eb o er (1886: 45—69) 

d at 'n  w eten skap like  an alise  v an tekste  n ie  g ely kg estel kan w o rd
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aan teo lo g iese  ev alu ering  n ie , d at d ie h isto riese  kritiek  n ie  n o o d 

w en d ig  le i to t 'n  ew o lu sio n ism e n ie , en  d at d aar b y  K eu n en  se lf 'n  

b ed ekte  teo lo g iese  ev alu ering  teenw o o rd ig  is w an n eer h y  b ep aal 

w at 'laag ' en  d us v ro eg  en w at 'h o o g ' en d us laat is. Teen o o r 

Eerd m ans b eto o g  W ild eb o er (1910: 437— 442) d at d ie  teo lo o g  d ie 

'o n afw ijsb are  p lich t' h et o m  d ie trad isie  v an Israel se d en kb eeld e  te 

b estu d eer, en  d at d it v erv o lg ens ew e w ettig  is o m  d ie  u itw en d ig e , 

h isto riese  asp ek te o ntleed  en  o m  d ie 'g e n ie ' v an  d ie  g eh ee l o o k in  

ag  te neem . D ie  h isto riese  kritiek  o ntleed  Israel se v erto lk in g  v an 

w at g eb eu r h et, en d ie teo lo g ie  g ee 'n  d u id in g  d aarv an, sê w at ho m  

in  d aard ie  g esk ied en is 'n  p ro ses v an G o d  se h e il laat sien .

H ierd ie  v erw eer is tip eren d  v an d ie  e tiese  rig tin g  o o r d ie 

alg em een . D ie  e tic i het n o o it m o eg  g ew o rd  d aarv an o m  d ie  p o siti-  

w istiese  m o n ism e v an  d ie  m o d ern ism e v an d ie hand  te w y s n ie  en 

teg ely kerty d  d ie  reg  g ehand haaf o m  d ie k ritiese  teo lo g ie  en  d ie 

Sk rifkritiek  te b eo efen . D it w o rd  m o o ntlik  g em aak d eu r hu l w aar- 

h e id sb eg rip : A an g esien  d ie g o d d elike w aarheid  sleg s in  'n  p er- 

so o n like  o n tm o etin g  w ed erv aar kan w o rd , is d ie p o s t - e v en t u m -  

u itd ru kkin g  d aarv an in  m enslike p ro p o sisies o nv o lko m e en d us 

v o o rw erp  v an d ie kritiese  w etenskap .

A an d ie  an d er kant -  o ns kan d it m aar d ie  reg terkant n o em  -  w as 

d ie  o rto d o ksie  net so  g ekant teen  d ie  e tiese  w aarheid so p v atting . 

H ierin  is een  v an d ie p arad o kse g eleë w aaro p  d ie  e tic i m eerm ale 

g ew y s h et: D ie  o rto d o ksie  het v an d ieselfd e b asis u itg eg aan  as d ie 

m o d ern ism e. V o lg ens b e id e  ho u  d ie h isto riese  kritiek  d ie o m v er

w erp in g  in  v an alle o p enb aring . H ierv an  is d ie b eken d e  u itsp raak 

v an  A b raham  K u y p er (1873—1920) 'n  tip iese  v o o rb eeld : 'e rken t d e 

C h riste lijk e  theo lo o g  o o k slechts o p  één  card inaal p u nt d e b e w e 

rin g en  v an d e h isto risch e  c ritiek  aang aand e d e H eilig e  Sch rift, z o o  

o ntv alt hem  h ierm ee g eheel het p rin c ip iu m , w aaru it z ijn e  T h eo lo 

g ie  lee ft' (K u y p er 1908—9b : 340). W ild eb o er (1893: 315) h et h ierd ie  

b en ad erin g  'n  'ratio n alistisc h e  su p ran atu ralism e ' g eno em  en ew e 

v eel kritiek  o p  'n  o p en b arin g sp o sitiw ism e as o p  'n  ew o lu sio n istiese  

p o sitiw ism e  g ehad . D ie o rto d o ksie  h et, n et so o s d ie  m o d ern ism e, 'n  

p ro p o sisio n e le  w aarh eid sb eg rip  g ehad . D ie  w aarheid  is g eleë in  

b eg rip p e , ko n sep te , ko rrekte p ro p o sisies. D aaro m  is d ie  p ro p o si 

sies v an  d ie  By b el n ie  o o p  v ir d ie kritiese  w etenskap  n ie . D ie 

en ig ste  v erskil tu ssen  d ie  o p p o n en te  aan d ie e tic i se lin kerkan t en 

d ié  aan hu l reg terkant is d at eersg eno em d e g em een  h et d ie By b else  

p ro p o sisies is v erkeerd  in  d ie lig  v an d ie k ritiese  w eten skap , terw y l
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laasg eno em d e g em een het d ie kritiese w etenskap  is v erkeerd  in d ie 

lig  v an d ie By belse p ro p o sisies.

O o k hierd ie so o rt reaksie op  d ie etiese teo lo g ie kan m et tw ee 

v o o rbeeld e to egelig  w o rd .

H erm an Bav inck het d ie etiese teo lo g ie besko u  as 'n  p o g ing  om  

o nv erso enbare u iterstes te v erso en. Sy  besw aar teen d ie teo lo g ie 

van D aniël C hantep ie d e la Saussay e w as dat d ié 'n  so o rt b em id 

d eling  p ro beer w ees w at d ie ko nfessio nalism e en d ie m o d ernism e 

m et m ekaar in harm o nie p ro beer bring  (Bav inck 1903: 25). V aleto n, 

as een van d ie ho o f-d ebatv o erd ers v an d ie etiese rig ting , het 

h ierteen ernstig e besw aar gehad . V o lg ens ho m  w o u no g  C hantep ie 

de la Saussay e no g  d ie vo lgend e g enerasie etici teenstelling s so o s 

o rto d o ks/ v rysinnig  in 'n  ho ëre eenheid  v erb ind . H ulle w aarheid s- 

o p v atting  het hulle w el d aarto e g ebring  om te aanv aar 'd at het 

Ko ninkrijk G o d s ko m t no ch u itslu itend  langs de rails d er o rtho 

d o xe, no ch langs d ie van enig e and er p artij, m aar d at het z ijn  eig en 

w eg  g aat, o veral sp o ren achterlatend , en o veral n ieuw e w egen 

b anend ' (V aleto n 1883: 6). D ie etic i het w el p ro beer o m  d ie 

'g o d sd ienstig e lev enserv aring ' in elke rig ting  en o o rtu ig ing  raak te 

sien  en te w aard eer, m aar d it beteken n ie, so o s Bav inck g em een het, 

'n  v erm eng ing  d aarv an in hul eie teo lo g ie nie (V aleto n 1904: 32). D it 

b ring  o ns by  d ie id ee v an d ie t e r t iu m : d ie etici het hulle teo lo g ie 

bew u stelik as 'n  afso nd erlike m o o ntlikheid  o ntp lo o i en nie as 'n  

v erm eng ing  v an o rto d o ks en m o d em isties nie.

M aar eers no g  een v o o rbeeld , w aaraan d ie titel v an hierd ie artikel 

o ntleen is. In sy  rekto rale red e aan d ie V rije U niv ersiteit van 

A m sterd am  het H H  Kuyp er d ieselfd e tip ering  as Bav inck van d ie 

etiese teo lo g ie g eb ied . D it het in d ieselfd e jaar g ebeu r as w aarin 

Bav inck sy  besko u ing  van C hantep ie de la Saussay e g ep u b liseer het 

(Kuyp er 1904). Kuyp er het d ie etic i v o o rg estel as teo lo ë w at p ro beer 

bem id d el tu ssen tw ee d ing e w at m ekaar na sy  m ening  no o d w end ig  

u itslu it, naam lik ew o lusie en o p enbaring . 'Ew o lu sie ' m o et in h ier

d ie ko nteks gelees w o rd  as kenteken van d ie m o d ernism e in w ie se 

g eled ere d ie to enterty d se ew o lusieteo rieë d ikw els m et g eesd rif 

o ntv ang  is, terw yl 'o p enb aring ' as kenw o o rd  v ir d ie g erefo rm eerd e 

o rto d o ksie o p g eneem  m o et w o rd . W ild ebo er se antw o o rd  hiero p  

w as d at d it n ie b illik  is o m  d ie etiese stand p unt v anuit d ie tw ee 

v leuels w aartussen hulle na bew ering  so u bem id d el, te beo o rd eel 

n ie , m aar d at hulle stand p unt in eie reg  g eëv alueer m o et w o rd  

(W ild ebo er 1904a: 149—150). D it is 'n  b aie b illike v erw eer, w ant
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a n d e r s  w o r d  e e r s  v e r o n d e r s t e l  d a t  d ie  e t ic i  'b e m i d d e l '  e n  v e r v o l 

g e n s  to t  d ie  k o n k lu s ie  g e k o m  d a t  h u lle  'b e m i d d e l ' .  V o lg e n s  W ild e 

b o e r  g a a n  d ie  b e s k u ld ig in g  n ie  o p  d a t  d ie  e t i c i  'n  s o o r t  h a l fh a r t ig e  

te o lo g ie  b e d r y f  n e t  o m d a t h u lle  n ie  in g e d e e l  k a n  w o rd  o n d e r  e e n  

v a n  d ie  tw e e  k a t e g o r ie ë  (o r t o d o k s  o f  m o d e m i s t ie s )  w a a r m e e  K u y 

p e r  o p e r e e r  n ie .  S o  'n  o n g e n u a n s e e r d e  ö f - ó f  is  te  s tr a k  o m  a a n v a a r -  

b a a r  te  w e e s .  D a a r o m  d is t a n s ie e r  W ild e b o e r  h o m  v a n  d ie  'V e r m it t -  

lu n g s t h e o lo g ie '  w a t w e l p r o b e e r  h e t  o m  o r to d o k s  e n  m o d e m i s t ie s  

m e t  m e k a a r  te  v e r b in d  e n  s o  b y  'n  m e n g s e l  u i tg e k o m  h e t  e n  b y  w ie  

K u y p e r  d ie  e t i c i  g e s k a a r  h e t . S y  a n tw o o r d  lu i:  'D o c h :  t e r t iu m  d a tu r .  

N ie t  a ls  " V e r m i t t lu n g " ,  m a a r  a ls  e e n  e ig e n  s t a n d p u n t ,  d a t  n ie t  v a n  

b e g r ip p e n ,  m a a r  v a n  d e  fe i t e n  u i t g a a t ' (W i ld e b o e r  1 9 0 4 b : 5 0 - 5 1 ) .

2 .6  D e u r  h ie r d ie  d e b a t  w o rd  v e r d e r  d ie  v ra a g  n a  d ie  v e r h o u d in g  tu s s e n  

d ie  e t ie s e  r ig t in g  e n  d ie  V e r m i t t l u n g s t h e o l o g i e  n a  v o r e  g e b r in g .  D i t  is  

o o k  v a n  b e t e k e n i s  o m d a t  d i t  h i s t o r ie s e  p e r s p e k t ie f  g e e  a a n  d ie  

v r a a g  o f  ie t s  w a t  n o g  v is  n o g  v le e s  is  o m  d a a r d ie  r e d e  'n  m e n g s e l  

v a n  v is  e n  v le e s  m o e t  w e e s ,  e n  -  m e e r  n o g  -  o f  d i t  o m  d a a r d ie  re d e  

v e r k e e r d  m o e t  w e e s .  'n  B ie t j i e  a n d e r s  g e s te l ,  s o u  m e n s  k o n  v ra  

w a a r o m  m o e t  g r o e n t e ,  n e t  o m d a t d i t  n ie  v is  is  n ie  e n  o o k  n ie  v le is  

n ie ,  u i t  'n  m e n g s e l  v a n  d ie  tw e e  b e s t a a n  e n  w a a r o m  m o e t  g r o e n te  

n o u  ju i s  o n a a n v a a r b a a r  w e e s  n e t  o m d a t  d i t  n ie  e e n  v a n  d ie  tw e e  is  

n ie ?  G r o e n t e  b e v a t  v o e d in g s t o w w e  w a t  in  v i s  v o o r k o m  è n  w a t in  

v le is  v o o r k o m , m a a r  d i t  m a a k  g r o e n te  n ie  'n  h u ts p o t  v a n  k ip  e n  

h a r in g  n ie  e n  o o k  n ie  'n  o n g e s o n d e  m a a lty d  n ie .

D ie  V e r m i t t l u n g s t h e o l o g i e  w a s  w e l  s o  'n  h u ts p o t .  M e t  d ie  o p k o m s  

v a n  d ie  h i s t o r ie s e  k r i t ie k  h e t  d i t  te e n  d ie  m id d e l v a n  d ie  n e g e n 

t ie n d e  e e u  n o d ig  g e w o r d  o m  d ie  g r o n d l ig g e n d e  v r a a g s tu k  v a n  d ie  

v e r h o u d in g  tu s s e n  g e lo o f  e n  re d e  d e e g l ik  o n d e r  o ë  te  n e e m . D ie  

v r a a g  n a  d ie  v e r s o e n b a a r h e id  v a n  g e lo o f  e n  w e t e n s k a p  h e t  a l h o e  

m e e r  a k tu e e l  g e w o rd . H o e  k a n  'n  g e lo w ig e  s y  g e lo o f  b e h o u  in  d ie  

li g  v a n  d ie  a a n s p r a k e  v a n  d ie  w e te n s k a p ?  V a n  h ie r d ie  v r a a g  g e tu ig  

d ie  p o le m ie k e  w a a r v a n  o n s  'n  p a a r  in  o ë n s k o u  g e n e e m  h e t .

D ie  V e r m i t t l u n g s t h e o l o g i e  o f  b e m id d e l in g s t e o lo g ie  h e t  n i e  'n  s p e -  

s i f i e k e  e n  g o e d o m ly n d e  g ro e p  te o lo ë  o m v a t  n i e ,  m a a r  h e t  v a e  

g r e n s e  g e h a d  e n  h e e lw a t  v e r s k i l le n d e  s k a k e r in g e  v e r to o n . A l w a t 

d ie  V e r m i t t l u n g s t h e o l o g i e  a s  'n  s t r o m in g  h e r k e n b a a r  g e m a a k  h e t ,  

w a s  d ie  p o g in g  o m  te  b e m id d e l  tu s s e n  'm o d e m i s t i e s '  e n  'o r t o d o k s ',  

t u s s e n  r e d e  e n  g e lo o f . D ie  V e r m i t t l u n g s - t e o l o ë  w o rd  n ie  v e r k w a lik  

o m d a t  h u lle  d i t  p r o b e e r  h e t  n ie ,  m a a r  w e l v a n w e ë  d ie  m a n ie r  

w a a r o p  h u lle  d i t  p r o b e e r  d o e n  h e t .  H u lle  w o rd  g e w o o n l ik  b e s k u l -
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d ig  v a n  'U n k la r h e i t e n  u n d  H a lb h e i t e n ' ( S c h o t t  1 9 6 1 : 1 3 6 3 ) . D i t  is  

n i e  t e n  o n r e g t e  n ie  o m d a t  v e r s k e ie  v a n  h u lle  in  h u lle  d o e l p r o b e e r  

s la a g  h e t  d e u r  g e lo o f  e n  r e d e  te  v e r e n ig .  D ie  b e k e n d s t e  v o o r b e e ld  

h ie r v a n  w a s  Is a a k  A u g u s t  D o m e r  ( 1 8 0 9 —1 8 8 4 )  b y  w ie  d a a r  'n  

d u id e l ik e  v e r m e n g in g  t u s s e n  g e lo o f  e n  r e d e  v o o r k o m  (v g l B a r th  

1 9 5 2 :  5 2 6 ) .  'n  S o o r tg e ly k e  w o l le r ig h e id  o o r  d ie  e e n h e id  v a n  g e lo o f  

e n  r e d e /w e t e n s k a p  k a n  o o k  in  d ie  w e r k  v a n  R ic h a r d  R o t h e  ( 1 7 9 9 — 

1 8 6 7 )  e n  H a n s  L a s s e n  M a r t e n s e n  ( 1 8 0 8 —1 8 8 4 )  g e s ie n  w o rd  (v g l 

L o a d e r  1 9 8 4 a :  1 8 4 - 1 8 7 ) .

H o e w e l  d ie  V e r m i t t l u n g s - t e o l o ë  b e t e k e n is v o l  w a s  o m d a t  h u lle  d ie  

v r a e  w a a r o m  d i t  g e g a a n  h e t  in  d i s k u s s ie s ,  g e h o u  h e t  e n  h o e w e l  

h u l le  o o k  'n  ro l g e s p e e l  h e t  in  d ie  b e h o u d  v a n  d ie  k r i t ie s e  

w e t e n s k a p  i n  d ie  t e o lo g ie ,  w a s  d a a r  t e n  o p s ig t e  v a n  h u lle  b a s ie s e  

o r ië n t e r in g  'n  w e s e n l ik e  v e r s k i l  tu s s e n  h u l le  e n  d ie  e t ie s e  te o lo ë  (a l 

s o u  d ie  e t i c i  w a a r d e r in g  k o n  h ê  v i r  d ie  f u n k s ie  w a t  d ie  b e m id d e -  

l in g s t e o lo ë  d e  f a c t o  g e h a d  h e t ) .  D it  b e s t a a n  d a a r in  d a t  d ie  e t ic i  

o n o p h o u d e l ik  o n d e r s k e id  g e m a a k  h e t  t u s e n  g e lo o f s k e n n is  e n  w e 

t e n s k a p l ik e  o f  r a s io n e le  k e n n is .  H ie r d ie  o n d e r s k e id  i s  v o lk o m e  in  

o o r e e n s t e m m in g  m e t  h u l  o p v a t t in g  v a n  d ie  e t ie s e  k a r a k t e r  v a n  d ie  

w a a r h e id .  A s  G o d  a l le s  t r a n s e n d e e r ,  d a n  k a n  s y  w a a r h e id  n i e  in  

r a s io n e le  k a t e g o r ie ë  u i t g e d r u k  w o r d  n ie  e n  d a n  k a n  d i t  n i e  v i r  

w e t e n s k a p l ik e  k e n n is ,  w a t s le g s  m e t  s u lk e  k a t e g o r ie ë  e n  p r o p o s i 

s ie s  w e r k ,  to e g a n k l ik  w e e s  n ie .  D u s  m o e t  d a a r  o n d e r s k e i  w o rd  

t u s s e n  g e lo o f s k e n n is  e n  w e t e n s k a p l ik e  o f  r a s io n e le  k e n n is .  H ie r in  

lê  d ie  t e r t iu m  v a n  d ie  e t ic i :  H u lle  h e t  n ie  t e g e ly k  a a n  tw e e  te o r ie ë  

p r o b e e r  v a s h o u  (e e n  w a t m e t  'g e lo o f '  w e r k  e n  e e n  w a t  m e t  'r e d e ' 

w e r k )  n ie  e n  h u l le  h e t  o o k  n ie  'n  t e o r ie  a a n g e h a n g  w a t  k ie s  v i r  d ie  

u i t s l u i t l ik e  r e g  v a n  ö f  'g e lo o f '  o f  'r e d e '  n ie ,  m a a r  h u l le  h e t  g e l o o f  e n  

r e d e  in  'n  e n k e l e  t e o r ie  t u i s g e b r i n g  (v g l L o a d e r  1 9 8 5 a : 2 7 ) . D ie  

r a s io n e le ,  w e t e n s k a p l ik e  k o m p o n e n t  v a n  h ie r d ie  te o r ie  k a n  a s  d ie  

b i n n e s t e  v a n  tw e e  k o n s e n t r ie s e  s ir k e ls  v o o r g e s t e l  w o r d ,  e n  d ie  

g e lo o f s k o m p o n e n t  a s  d ie  b u i t e n s t e .  D ie  te o lo g ie  r ig  h o m  o p  d ie  

v e r s t a a n b a r e  p r o p o s i s i e s  w a t  m e n s e  o o r  G o d  m a a k . H ie r  g a a n  d i t  

o m  b e g r ip p e  e n  v o o r s t e l l in g s  w a t n i e  d ie  v o lle  w a a r h e id  k a n  o m v a t  

n ie  e n  d a a r o m  v i r  d ie  k r i t ie s e  w e t e n s k a p  to e g a n k l ik  is .  M a a r  

h ie r d ie  b e g r ip p e  m o e t  v e r v o lg e n s  o o k  g e d u i  w o r d . H ie r  g a a n  d i t  

o m  d ie  a f f in i t e i t  t u s s e n  G o d  s e  o p e n b a r in g  e n  d ie  m e n s l ik e  g e e s ,  

o m  d ie  t e s t im o n iu m  S p ir i t u s  S a n c t i  -  e n  d i t  i s  g e lo o f s k e n n is  w a t  n ie  

v i r  d ie  w e t e n s k a p  t o e g a n k l ik  is  n i e  o m d a t  d i t  s p r u i t  u i t  d ie  

o n t m o e t in g  t u s s e n  d ie  m e n s  e n  G o d .
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3 . V ra  o n s  n a  d ie  b e t e k e n i s  v a n  h ie r d ie  e t ie s e  in s i g t e ,  s o u  o n s  d ie  p u n t  

w a a r b y  o n s  in  d ie  v o r ig e  p a r a g r a a f  u i tg e k o m  h e t ,  e e r s te  k a n  

o p n e e m . D ie  e t ie s e  m o d e l m a a k  'n  w e t e n s k a p l ik - k r i t ie s e  b e o e f e 

n in g  v a n  d ie  t e o lo g ie  m o o n t l ik .  T e o lo g ie  b e s t a a n  u i t  k r i t i e s e  a n a l i s e  

(d ie  b in n e s t e  s ir k e l)  è n  u i t  e v a lu e r e n d e  in t e r p r e t a s ie  (d ie  b u i t e n s t e  

s ir k e l) .  D it  i s  e w e  m in  d u a l is t ie s  a s  w a t  e n ig e  te o r ie  d u a l i s t ie s  is  w a t  

m e t  d ie  k o m p o n e n t e  'm e n s '  e n  'G o d ' r e k e n in g  h o u . K r i t i e s e  te o lo 

g ie  m e t  s y  r a s io n e le  b a s is  b o t s  n ie  m e t  g e lo o f  e n  o o r g a w e  a a n  d ie  

t r a n s e n d e n t e  n ie .  S o  'n  b o t s in g  v in d  a l le e n  p la a s  a s  d ie  r a s io n e le  e n  

d ie  g e lo o f s k o m p o n e n t e  in  'n  o m g e k e e r d e  v e r h o u d in g  to t  m e k a a r  te  

s ta a n  k o m  -  a s  d ie  r e d e  d ie  b u i t e n s t e  s ir k e l w o rd  e n  d ie  g e lo o f  m o e t  

o m v a t  s o o s  w a t  d ie  p r o p o s i s ie s  v a n  d ie  o r to d o k s ie  g e ly k g e s te l  w o rd  

m e t  d i t  w a a r n a  h u lle  v e r w y s ,  n a a m lik  d ie  w a a r h e id .

'n  V e r d e r e  b e t e k e n is v o l le  e le m e n t  in  h ie r d ie  v e r b a n d  is  d ie  

n e d e r ig h e id  w a a r to e  d ie  e t ie s e  w a a r h e id s o p v a t t in g  o n s  d w in g , 'n  

G o e ie  v o o r b e e ld  h ie r v a n  w o rd  g e g e e  d e u r  D a n ie l  C h a n t e p ie  d e  la  

S a u s s a y e  e n ,  o p  s y  v o e ts p o o r ,  V a le to n . V o lg e n s  D e  la  S a u s s a y e  s e  

b e s k o u in g  v a n  d ie  t r in i t e i t s l e e r  lê  d a a r  'n  w a a r h e id  in  d ie  d e ïs t ie s e  

o p v a t t in g  (d ie  a b s o lu u t h e id  v a n  G o d ) ,  in  d ie  d u a l i s t ie s e  o p v a t t in g  

( d ie  s e l f s t a n d ig h e id  v a n  d ie  w é r e ld ) ,  e n  in  d ie  p a n t e ï s t ie s e  o p v a t 

t in g  ( d ie  v e r e n ig in g  v a n  G o d  e n  w é r e ld ) ,  m a a r  e lk  h e t  o o k  'n  

d w a l in g : d ie  o n m e d e d e e lb a a r h e id  v a n  G o d  (d e ïs m e ) ,  d ie  o n a f h a n k -  

l ik h e id  v a n  d ie  w é r e ld  (d u a l is m e ) ,  e n  d ie  v e r e e n s e lw ig in g  v a n  G o d  

e n  w é r e ld  (p a n t e ïs m e ) .  H ie r m e e  to o n  D e  la  S a u s s a y e  d a t  d ie  e t ie s e  

w a a r h e id s b e g r ip  l e e f  b y  d ie  o o r t u ig in g  d a t  g e e n  le e r s tu k ,  d o g m a  o f  

s i s t e e m  d ie  v o lle  w a a r h e id  v a n  G o d  k a n  o m v a t  n ie  e n  d a t  h u l le  n e t  

p o g in g s  is  o m  d ie  o n s e g b a r e  te  s ê . M a a r  d a a r o m  m o e t h u l le  o o k  a s  

s o d a n ig  g e w a a r d e e r  w o rd . O n s  m o e t  k r i t ie s  s ta a n  t e e n o o r  a lle  

m e n s l ik e  t e o lo g ie s e  p r o p o s i s ie s  v a n  v e r le d e  e n  h e d e  e n  h u lle  in  

h u lle  r e la t ie w e  b e t e k e n i s ,  w a t  in h o u  h u lle  r e la s ie  to t  'h e t  le v e n  

G o d s ' ,  w a a r d e e r  (v g l V a le to n  1 9 0 4 : 1 9 —2 0 ). D a a ro m  k o n  V a le to n  d ie  

k e r k l ik e  d o g m a ta  v e r g e ly k  m e t  'a f g e s lo t e '  r e k e n in g e .  N ie  o m d a t  

h u lle  'a f g e s lu i t ' ,  d u s  v e r o u d e r d  e n  o n b r u ik b a a r  is  n ie ,  m a a r  o m d a t  

h u lle  d ie  s a ld o 's  e n  u i t g a n g s p u n t e  v i r  v e r d e r e  r e k e n in g  ( =  te o lo 

g ie s e  b e s in n in g )  m o o n t l ik  m a a k . H u lle  f u n k s io n e e r ,  v o lg e n s  'n  

a n d e r  m e t a f o o r  v a n  V a le to n  a s  'h e r k e n n in g s t e k e n s ' ,  a s  'z o o v e le  

m i jlp a le n  o p  d e n  w e g ' (V a le to n  1 9 0 9 :  4 4 ).

H ie r d ie  b e s k e i e  o o r d e e l  o o r  e ie  in s i g  in  'd ie  w a a r h e id ' i s  n ie  

a l le e n  a k tu e e l  in  v a n d a g  s e  S u id - A f r ik a  m e t  s o  b a ie  o p v a t t in g e  w a t  

e lk  o o r t u ig  is  v a n  s y  e ie  'a b s o lu t e  w a a r h e id ' n ie ,  m a a r  o o k  'n  s in e
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q u a  n o n  v i r  w a r e  g e lo o f .  W a n t  o m  te  d o e n  a s o f  o n s  d ie  v o lh e id  v a n  

G o d  s e  w a a r h e id  d e u r g r o n d ,  is  e w e  e r g  a s  o m  s o  te  s ê  -  e n  d i t  i s  

b la s f e m ie s .
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