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JOINT R e s o l u t i o n  N o . 8 o f t h e  F i f t y -

S e c o n d C o n g r e s s , F i r s t S e s s i o n , 1 8 9 2 , 

r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s : 

WHEREAS, Large collections illustrative of 

the various arts and sciences and facilitating 

literary and scientific research have been ac-

cumulated by the action of Congress through 

a series of years at the national capital; and 

WHEREAS, It was the original purpose of 

the Government thereby to promote research 

and the diffusion of knowledge, and is now 

the settled policy and present practice of those 

charged with the care of these collections 

especially to encourage students who devote 

their time to the investigation and study of 

any branch of knowledge by allowing them 

all proper use thereof; and 

WHEREAS, It is represented that the enum-

eration of these facilities and the formal 

statement of this policy will encourage the 

establishment and endowment of institutions 

of learning at the seat of Government, and 

promote the work of education by attracting 

students to avail themselves of the advantages 

aforesaid under the direction of competent 

instructors: Therefore, be it zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Resolved by  the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of Am erica, 
in Congress assem bled, That the facilities for 

research and illustration in the following and 

any other Governmental collections now 

existing or hereafter to be established in the 

city of Washington for the promotion of 

knowledge shall be accessible, under such 

rules and restrictions as the officers in charge 

of each collection may prescribe, subject to 

such authority as is now or may hereafter be 

permitted by law, to the scientific investiga-zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
1 P a p e r p resen ted at the Con fer en ce of Ea s t er n Col-

lege Lib r a r ia n s , Colu m bia Un ive r s i t y, Nov. 29, 1947. 

tors and to students of any institution of 

higher education now incorporated or here-

after to be incorporated under the laws of 

Congress or of the District of Columbia, to 

wit: 

One. Of the Library of Congress. 

Six. Of the Army Medical Museum. 

Seven. Of the Department of Agriculture. 

I h a v e  c i t e d t h i s  a u t h o r i t y i n  f u l l b e c a u s e  

i t s h o w s  t h e  c l e a r i n t e n t o f t h e  C o n g r e s s  

i n  e n c o u r a g i n g t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f t h e  s e r v i c e s  

o f t h e  f e d e r a l l i b r a r i e s . S u p p l e m e n t e d b y 

a r i d e r t o  t h e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  A c t f o r t h e  

G e o l o g i c a l S u r v e y , 1 9 0 1 , p r o v i d i n g f o r 

s e r v i c e s  t o  "d u l y q u a l i f i e d i n d i v i d u a l s , s t u -

d e n t s , a n d g r a d u a t e s  o f i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f l e a r n -

i n g i n  t h e  s e v e r a l S t a t e s  a n d T e r r i t o r i e s , " 

a n d b y A r m y R e g u l a t i o n  4 0 - 4 0 5 d e s c r i b -

i n g t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y ' s  s t a t u s  a n d 

f u n c t i o n s , i t s u p p o r t s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  

a n d d e l i m i t s  p l a n n i n g . T h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  

t o g e t h e r f o r m  o u r c h a r t e r f o r n a t i o n a l 

s e r v i c e . 

E a c h  o f t h e  t h r e e  n a t i o n a l l i b r a r i e s  h a s  

Co n g r e s s i o n a l a u t h o r i t y f o r i t s  s e r v i c e s  t o  

t h e  n a t i o n . T h e  c h a r a c t e r a n d d e g r e e  o f 

s u c h  l e g i s l a t e d a u t h o r i t i e s  v a r y . T h e  a m b i -

t i o n s  o f t h e  t h r e e  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d , n o t 

o n l y b y l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n , b u t a l s o , a s  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  r e a d t h e  L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s  

b u d g e t h e a r i n g s  r e c o g n i z e , b y t h e  C o n g r e s -

s i o n a l c o m m i t t e e s  m a k i n g a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . 

Le n d e r d i f f e r i n g a u t h o r i t i e s , in  d i f f e r e n t 

b r a n c h e s  o f t h e  f e d e r a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t , e a c h  

o f t h e  t h r e e  l i b r a r i e s  h a s  i t s  o w n  p r o b l e m s  o f 

n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e . E a c h  l i b r a r y h a s  a r r i v e d 

a t i t s  p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n  b y a d i f f e r e n t p a t h ; 
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e a c h  h a s  i t s  o w n  p r o g r a m s , i t s  o w n  p u b l i c , 

a n d i ts  o w n  t r a d i t i o n s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , e a c h  is  a l i b r a r y p e r f o r m -

i n g n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s . C a n  w e  d e f i n e  th i s  

p h r a s e ? A r e  t h e r e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d s e r v i c e s  

w h i c h  c a n  be  e x e r c i s e d o n l y b y a f e d e r a l l y 

s u p p o r t e d i n s t i t u t i o n  ? D o  t h e y v a r y in  

t y p e  o r in  d e g r e e  f r o m  th o s e  p r o p e r t o  a 

p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n ? I s u g g e s t t h a t t h e  n a -

t u r e  a n d e x t e n t o f th e  l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s  p e r -

f o r m e d f o r t h e  o t h e r l i b r a r i e s  o f t h e  n a t i o n  

d e t e r m i n e  th i s  d e f i n i t i o n . O n l y w i t h  a n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  h a v e  

b e e n  a c c e p t e d , w h a t s e r v i c e s  a r e  o f f e r e d , 

a n d w h a t f u n c t i o n s  th e  l i b r a r i e s  a re  a c t u a l l y 

p e r f o r m i n g c a n  th e s e  q u e s t i o n s  be  a n s w e r e d . 

T h e  a n s w e r s  i n e v i t a b l y i n v o l v e  th e  o t h e r re -

s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s  o f t h e  n a t i o n , s in c e  t o  a c o n -

s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  it is  t h r o u g h  t h e m  t h a t t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t l i b r a r i e s  r e a c h  t h e  "s c i e n t i f i c 

i n v e s t i g a t o r " a n d "d u l y q u a l i f i e d i n d i v i d -

u a l s , s t u d e n t s , a n d g r a d u a t e s  o f i n s t i t u t i o n s  

o f l e a r n i n g in  th e  s e v e r a l S t a t e s  a n d T e r r i -

t o r i e s . " zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

National Services 

I n  c o n t r i b u t i n g t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i -

b r a r y 's  s h a r e  to  t h i s  p r o g r a m , I p r o p o s e  

to  d i s c u s s  i t s  n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s  in  t h r e e  l a r g e  

a r e a s : l i b r a r y r e s o u r c e s , b i b l i o g r a p h i c c o n -

t r o l s , a n d p u b l i c s e r v i c e s . 

F o r t h o s e  w h o  a re  n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h  th e  

A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y a n d i ts  r e o r g a n i z a -

t i o n , I s h a l l p r o v i d e  firs t, a  b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l 

b a c k g r o u n d , a n d s e c o n d , a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f th e  

l i b r a r y 's  s e t t i n g a m o n g t h e  o t h e r m e d i c a l 

l i b r a r i e s  o f t h e  c o u n t r y . 

T h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y is  t h e  l i b r a r y 

o f t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l o f t h e  A r m y . 

A l t h o u g h  i t w a s  f o u n d e d in  18 3 6 , i t r e -

m a i n e d a s m a l l o f f i c e  l i b r a r y f o r t h e  u s e  

o f t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l u n t i l J o h n  S h a w  

B i l l i n g s  t o o k c h a r g e  o f a d m i n i s t e r i n g s u r -

p l u s  h o s p i t a l f u n d s , o f f i c i a l l y c a l l e d t h e  

"s l u s h  f u n d , " in  18 6 5 . F r o m  th e  e a r l i e s t 

d a y s  B i l l i n g s  h a d a v i s i o n  o f n a t i o n a l s e r v -

ice. Th e  Specimen Fasciculus fo r the  

I n d e x - Ca t a l o g u e , p u b l i s h e d in  18 7 6 , b e a r s  

th e  w o r d s  "N a t i o n a l M e d i c a l L i b r a r y " o n  

t h e  t i t l e  p a g e . I n  18 7 9  h e  f o u n d e d t h e  

Index-Medicus, an d in  18 8 0  th e  firs t vo l -

ume  of the  Index-Catalogue w as  published. 

W i t h  th e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  B i l l i n g s  p r o p o s e d 

to  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l i n -

f o r m a t i o n  to  t h e  e n t i r e  m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n  

o f t h e  U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

W h e n  h e  l e f t th e  A r m y . M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 

in  18 9 5 , i t h a d b e c o m e  t h e  l a r g e s t m e d i c a l 

l i b r a r y in  th e  c o u n t r y , , a n d a l t h o u g h  i ts  r a t e  

o f g r o w t h  h a s  s u f f e r e d fluctuatio n s , i t h a s  

n e v e r r e l i n q u i s h e d t h i s  p o s i t i o n . U n d e r 

m i l i t a r y a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a c t s , a n d s u b je c t t o  

a r a p i d t u r n o v e r o f a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , i t s  f o r -

t u n e s  v a r i e d . W h e n  t h e  W o r l d W a r I I 

c a m e , i t w a s  i l l - p r e p a r e d . A s u r v e y o r d e r e d 

b y th e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l d i s c lo s e d m a n y d e -

ficie n cie s , a n d s u g g e s t e d a c o m p l e t e  r e h a b i l i -

t a t i o n . A c q u i s i t i o n s  h a d s l o w e d d o w n  d a n -

g e r o u s l y ; t h e  l a c k o f a c o m p l e t e  c a r d c a t a -

l o g , a s h e l f l i s t , e v e n  a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  ( f o r B i l l -

i n g s  b e l i e v e d in  s h e l v i n g b r o a d s u b je c t 

g r o u p s  w i t h o u t a n o t a t i o n  s y s t e m )  m a d e  i t 

a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e  t o  l o c a t e  m a t e r i a l s . T h e  

Index-Catalogue a p p e a r e d t o  h a v e  s t r a y e d 

f r o m  i t s  o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e ; t h e  l o a n  a n d r e f -

e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  n o t w h a t t h e y s h o u l d 

h a v e  b e e n . A l t o g e t h e r , t h e  l i b r a r y f a c e d 

th e  p r o b l e m  o f l i f t i n g i t s e l f b y i t s  b o o t 

s t r a p s  f r o m  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y i n t o  th e  

t w e n t i e t h . 

S o  m u c h  f o r h i s t o r y . U n d e r F r a n c i s  R . 

S t . J o h n , a n d l a t e r u n d e r W y l l i s  E . W r i g h t , 

t h e  firs t s te p s  w e r e  t a k e n . T o d a y t h e  l i -

b r a r y , s t i l l w i t h  m a n y i n h e r i t e d d e f e c t s , is  

t r y i n g t o  a s s u m e  t h e  f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f 

n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e . 

Services to a Specialized Group 

A s  a l a r g e  s p e c i a l l i b r a r y , t h e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t o  a 
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s p e c i a l i z e d g r o u p . F i r s t , i t s e r v e s  i t s  p a r e n t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , th e  O f f i c e  o f t h e  S u r g e o n  

G e n e r a l ; s e c o n d , g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s  w i t h  

a n  i n t e r e s t in  m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h ; t h i r d , t h e  

c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s  o f t h e  c o u n t r y ; a n d 

f o u r t h , t h e  i n d i v i d u a l c i v i l i a n  p h y s i c i a n . 

I t is  o f c o u r s e  t h e  t h i r d g r o u p w h i c h  c o n -

s t i t u t e s  f o r th e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y "t h e  

o t h e r r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s  o f t h e  n a t i o n . " 

I n  r e c e n t y e a r s  m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s  t h r o u g h -

o u t th e  U n i t e d S t a t e s  h a v e  g r o w n  g r e a t l y 

in  n u m b e r a n d i n c i z e . T h e r e  e x i s t s  n o  a d e -

q u a t e  d i r e c t o r y f o r t h e m . T h e  l a s tzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Ameri-

can Medical Association Directory lis ts  324  

l i b r a r i e s ; t h e  M e d i c a l L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n  

h a s  2 5 3  l i b r a r y m e m b e r s , a n d S p e c i a l L i -

b r a r y R e s o u r c e s  l i s t s  s o m e  2 2 5 l i b r a r i e s  w i t h  

a n  i n t e r e s t in  m e d i c i n e . T h e  f a c t t h a t th e s e  

s t a t i s t i c s  m u s t be  a s s e m b l e d f r o m  s u c h  d i -

v e r s e  s o u r c e s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  d i f f e r i n g 

c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d i n t e r e s t s  o f l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  o f m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h . A c r o s s -s e c t i o n  

w i l l s h o w  m a n y t y p e s . T h e r e  a re  t h e  g o v -

e r n m e n t l i b r a r i e s : n a t i o n a l , s u c h  as  t h a t o f 

t h e  P u b l i c H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ; s t a t e , s u c h  as  

t h a t o f t h e  N e w  Y o r k S t a t e  M e d i c a l L i -

b r a r y ; o r l o c a l , s u c h  as  t h a t o f t h e  P u b l i c 

H e a l t h  D i v i s i o n , N e w  Y o r k C i t y M u n i c i -

p a l R e f e r e n c e  L i b r a r y . T h e r e  a r e  t h e  

m e d i c a l s o c i e t y a n d a s s o c i a t i o n  l i b r a r i e s , l e d  

b y t h e  N e w  Y o r k A c a d e m y o f M e d i c i n e  

a n d t h e  B o s t o n  M e d i c a l L i b r a r y . I n  t h e  

a c a d e m i c w o r l d t h e r e  a re  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  o f 

t h e  u n i v e r s i t y s c h o o l s  o f m e d i c i n e , o f p h a r m -

a c y a n d d e n t i s t r y . T h e n  t h e r e  is  a l a r g e  

g r o u p o f m o r e  s p e c i a l i z e d l i b r a r i e s , t h e  

l i b r a r i e s  o f i n s t i t u t i o n s , f o u n d a t i o n s , a n d 

c l i n i c s , l i b r a r i e s  o f p h a r m a c e u t i c a l c o n c e r n s , 

a n d f i n a l l y , h o s p i t a l l i b r a r i e s  o f a l l d e s c r i p -

t i o n s . A l l o f th e s e  s e r v e  m e d i c i n e ; a l l o f 

th e s e  u s e  t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y . 

Medical Library Association 

F o r a l l o f th e s e  l i b r a r i e s  t o o , th e  M e d i c a l 

L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a m e e t i n g 

g r o u n d . T h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  h a d a n  i n d e -

p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e  d a t i n g to  18 9 8 . I t is  a 

m e m b e r o f t h e  Co u n c i l o f N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y 

A s s o c i a t i o n s , a n  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t e r o f t h e  

A m e r i c a n  B o o k Ce n t e r . I t c o n d u c t s  a s u c -

c e s s f u l d u p l i c a t e  e x c h a n g e ; i t h a s  a n  a c t i v e  

i n t e r e s t in  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t o f m e d i c a l b i b -

l i o g r a p h y , e d u c a t i o n  f o r l i b r a r i a n s h i p , i n -

t e r n a t i o n a l e x c h a n g e  o f s t u d e n t s , a n d t h e  

b e t t e r m e n t o f m e d i c a l l i b r a r y s e r v i c e  

t h r o u g h o u t t h e  c o u n t r y . A s  i t s  l a r g e s t 

m e m b e r , t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y w o r k s  

w i t h  a n d t h r o u g h  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  a c h i e v e  

m a n y c o m m o n  g o a l s . T h e  l i b r a r y is  c o n -

s c i o u s  o f i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  t h e  l a r g e s t 

m e m b e r o f a s p e c i a l i z e d n a t i o n a l l i b r a r y 

a s s o c i a t i o n . T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  l o o k s  t o  t h e  

A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y f o r s e r v i c e  a n d f o r 

l e a d e r s h i p . 

I. Resources 

F o r th e s e  m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s , t h e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y p r o v i d e s  r e s o u r c e s  b e y o n d 

th o s e  w h i c h  m a y be  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y . S u c h  

p r o v i s i o n  is  in  p a r t a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y b a s e d o n  

t h e  l i b r a r y 's  i n h e r i t a n c e , a n d in  p a r t a 

p l a n n e d c o n t i n u i n g a c t i o n . 

T h e  l i b r a r y h a s  o v e r 1, 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t i t l e s , 

17 , 5 0 0  o f w h i c h  a r e  s e r i a l . I t s  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f p u b l i c h e a l t h  r e p o r t s , d e s p i t e  m a n y g a p s , 

is  u n e q u a l l e d . I t s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f f o r e i g n  d i s -

s e r t a t i o n s  is  m o s t e x t e n s i v e ; i t h o l d s  l o n g 

r u n s  o f e d i t i o n s  f o r t h e  m e d i c a l c la s s i c s . 

W i t h  5 0 0  i n c u n a b u l a a n d 2 8 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  

p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e  18 0 0 , i t s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r t h e  

s t u d y o f m e d i c a l h i s t o r y h a v e  g r e a t d e p t h . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e  s u b je c t c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r 

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y a r e  n o t s o  c o m p r e -

h e n s i v e  ; t h i s  w a s  a d e f e c t n o t e d b y t h e  

s u r v e y . 

T h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 's  c o l l e c t i o n  

is  t w i c e  t h e  s i z e  o f t h e  l a r g e s t c i v i l i a n  m e d i -

c a l l i b r a r y . I t s  r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t 

t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  w i t h  t w o  o b j e c t i v e s : f i r s t , 

to  m a k e  a c o l l e c t i o n  w o r t h y o f a n a t i o n a l 
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m e d i c a l l i b r a r y , a n d s e c o n d , t h r o u g h  s u b je c t 

b i b l i o g r a p h y , t o  s e r v e  m e d i c i n e . 

I n  19 4 4  t h e  l i b r a r y d r e w  u p a d i r e c t i v e  

f o r i t s  a c q u s i t i o n  p o l i c y , d e f i n i n g f i e l d s  o f 

i n t e r e s t , a n d s e t t i n g as  a n  i d e a l t h e  a c q u i s i -

t i o n  o f o n e  c o p y o f a n y w o r k o f i m p o r t a n c e  

t o  m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h , r e g a r d l e s s  o f l a n g u a g e  

a n d d a t e  o f p u b l i c a t i o n . I n  c a r r y i n g o u t 

t h i s  d i r e c t i v e , t h e  l i b r a r y h a s  a s s u m e d t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f s u p p l y i n g t o  a g e n c i e s  o f t h e  

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t a l l l i b r a r y m a t e r i a l s  i n  

t h e  f i e l d  o f m e d i c i n e  n e c e s s a r y t o  t h e  n a -

t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . A s  a c o r o l l a r y t h e  l i b r a r y 

h a s  a c c e p t e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y u n d e r t h e  F a r m -

i n g t o n  P l a n  o f a c q u i r i n g th e s e  m a t e r i a l s  in  

t h e  i n t e r e s t o f th e  p r i v a t e  r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s  

o f t h e  n a t i o n . 

II .zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Bibliographic Controls 

A m e r i c a n  m e d i c i n e  h a s  a l o n g t r a d i t i o n  

o f b e i n g w e l l - s e r v e d b y t h e  s y s t e m a t i c i n -

d e x i n g a n d c a t a l o g i n g o f i t s  l i t e r a t u r e . 

E a c h  o f t h e  t h r e e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  A m e r i c a n  

i n d e x e s  c o v e r i n g t h e  e n t i r e  f i e l d  o f m e d i c i n e  

h a d i ts  o r i g i n  in  t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y : 

Th e  Index-Medicus in  18 79 , the  Index-

Catalogue in  18 8 0 , and the  Current hist of 

Medical Literature in  19 4 1. Th e s e  w o r d s  

f r o m  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  V o l . I o f t h e  Index-

Medicus s h o w  B i l l i n g s ' i n t e r e s t in  c u r r e n t 

a s  w e l l a s  r e t r o s p e c t i v e . m e d i c a l b i b l i o g -

r a p h y : zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

I have for some time been engaged in pre-

paring an Index-Catalogue of the library of 

the Surgeon General's Office . . . which is 

intended to show under each subject heading 

not only the separate books, but all important 

original articles in medical periodicals and 

transactions of all countries relating to that 

subject. . . . It has often been suggested that 

it is highly desirable that such a catalogue 

should be supplemented by some current 

publication, which would show all recent 

works, together with articles in periodicals, 

arranged by subject. 

T h e  n e c e s s i t y o f s u p p l e m e n t i n g w h a t is  

p e r h a p s  t h e  f u l l e s t a n a l y t i c a l c a t a l o g in  

b o o k f o r m  o f a n y l i b r a r y in  t h e  w o r l d w i t h  

a c o n t i n u i n g c u r r e n t s e r v i c e  e x i s t e d in  18 7 9 . 

I t s t i l l e x i s t s  t o d a y . 

T h e  Index-Catalogue,  n o w  in  its  5 4 th  

v o l u m e  a n d i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f i t s  f o u r t h  a l -

p h a b e t i c a l s e r ie s , is  t h e  b e s t - k n o w n  o f t h e  

l i b r a r y 's  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  m e d i c a l b i b l i o g -

r a p h y . A s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o o l i t s  g r e a t e s t d e -

f e c t is  s t r u c t u r a l ; i t c u m u l a t e s  r e f e r e n c e s  

a l p h a b e t i c a l l y f o r d e f e r r e d p u b l i c a t i o n . 

T h o u s a n d s  u p o n  t h o u s a n d s  o f i m p o r t a n t 

m e d i c a l r e f e r e n c e s  a re  b u r i e d in  t h e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 's  f i l e s  a w a i t i n g p u b l i c a t i o n  

a t a l a t e r d a t e . T o  b e  s p e c i f i c : t h e  l i b r a r y 

m a i n t a i n s  a s t o r a g e  f i l e  o f o n e  a n d a h a l f 

m i l l i o n  c a r d s ; l a s t y e a r t h e  l i b r a r y 's  p u b l i c 

m a d e  b u t 1 , 7 0 0  v i s i t s  t o  t h i s  f i l e . I n  a d d i -

t i o n , t h e  Index-Catalogue h a s  a l t e r e d i t s  

f o r m  f r o m  B i l l i n g s ' o r i g i n a l c o n c e p t i o n  a n d 

h a s  b e c o m e  a g i g a n t i c a l p h a b e t i c a l - c l a s s e d 

c a t a l o g , n e c e s s i t a t i n g i n t e n s i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

b y t h e  u s e r . T h e  t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  o f 

m e d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  s l o w e d i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  

in  a l p h a b e t i c a l s e r i e s ; t h e  n e x t v o l u m e  w i l l 

be  l i m i t e d t o  " M - M E Z . " T h e  s u b je c t f i l e  

f o r t h e  l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e  f o u r t h  a l p h a b e t 

is  d i s t e n d e d a n d s w o l l e n  b e y o n d b e l i e f . 

M a t e r i a l o n  t u b e r c u l o s i s  n u m b e r s  n o w  s o m e  

8 5 , 0 0 0  r e f e r e n c e s , s u f f i c i e n t t o  p u b l i s h  a 

c o m p l e t e  v o l u m e  o f d e t a i l e d s u b je c t b i b l i o g -

r a p h y . I t is  n o  s m a l l w o n d e r , t h e r e f o r e , 

t h a t t h e  s u r v e y o r s  q u e s t i o n e d , a n d t h e  l i -

b r a r y c o n t i n u e s  to  q u e s t i o n , t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y 

of co n tin u in g the  Index-Catalogue in  its  

p r e s e n t f o r m . 

T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y o f c h a n g e  a n d t h e  p o s s i -

b i l i t y o f c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Quarterly 

Cumulative Index-Medicus h a v e  b e e n  l o n g 

d i s c u s s e d . T h e  d i r e c t o r o f t h e  l i b r a r y , 

Co l o n e l J o s e p h  H . M c N i n c h , h a s  p r o p o s e d 

t h a t a n  e d i t o r i a l a d v i s o r y b o a r d be  e s t a b -

l i s h e d t o  c o n s i d e r t h o r o u g h l y t h e  c u r r e n t 

n e e d s  a n d t e c h n i q u e s  o f m e d i c a l b i b l i o g -

r a p h y in  o r d e r t o  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c y f o r t h e  

Index-Catalogue and the  Current List of 
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Medical Literature,zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA a n d f u r t h e r , t h a t th i s  

b o a r d be  f o r m e d in  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n  s o  t h a t th e  

q u e s t i o n  o f t h e  f u t u r e  o f t h e  Quarterly 

Cumulative Index-Medicus m ight be  ex-

p l o r e d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . A n  i n f o r m a l c o m -

m i t t e e  m e t in  O c t o b e r t o  d e f i n e  t h e  p r o b l e m  

a n d to  s u g g e s t m e m b e r s h i p f o r s u c h  a n  

a d v i s o r y b o a r d . I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f t h e  i n -

q u i r i e s  o f t h e  b o a r d , t h e  l i b r a r y is  p r o v i d i n g 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in  t h e  fie ld  o f m e d i c a l s u b je c t 

b i b l i o g r a p h y . 

T h e r e  w i l l be  n o  b a s i c c h a n g e s  in  th e  

Index-Catalogue or the  Current List of 

Medical Literature u n ti l th e  bo ard has  de -

t e r m i n e d p o l i c y f o r t h e  l i b r a r y . T h e  b a s i c 

q u e s t i o n  f a c i n g t h e  b o a r d is  t h a t o f p l a n -

n i n g s y s t e m a t i c a l l y f o r th e  l i b r a r y 's  p a r t i c i -

p a t i o n  in  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  i n d e x i n g o f t h e  

w o r l d 's  m e d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . 

T h e  l i b r a r y 's  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t u d y 

o f th e  h i s t o r y o f m e d i c i n e  a re  w e l l - k n o w n  

to  t h e  s m a l l , b u t h i g h l y a c t i v e  a n d a r t i c u -

l a t e  g r o u p o f h u m a n i s t i c s c h o l a r s  w o r k i n g 

in  t h i s  fie ld . Co l l e c t i o n s  a s  e x t e n s i v e  as  

t h o s e  in  t h e  l i b r a r y 's  H i s t o r y o f M e d i c i n e  

D i v i s i o n  in  C l e v e l a n d i m p o s e  u p o n  t h e  l i -

b r a r y a c o n t i n u i n g b i b l i o g r a p h i c r e s p o n s i -

b i l i t y . 

A c a t a l o g o f th e  l i b r a r y 's  5 0 0  m e d i c a l 

i n c u n a b u l a , t h e  w o r k o f D o r o t h y S c h u l l i a n  

o f t h i s  d i v i s i o n , is  i n  p r o c e s s  o f p u b l i c a t i o n  

b y H e n r y S c h u m a n . T h e  S p e c i m e n  F a s c i -

c u l u s  o f D r . C l a u d i u s  F . M a y e r ' s  B i o -

b i b l i o g r a p h y o f 16 t h  C e n t u r y M e d i c i n e , 

p r i n t e d in  th e  V o l . I V o f t h e  c u r r e n t s e r ie s  

o f t h e  Index-Catalogue, s h o w s  w h a t m a y 

b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d in  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y u n e x -

p l o r e d fie ld . 

T h e  l i b r a r y 's  i n c u n a b u l a a r e  b e i n g m i c r o -

film e d ; o n c e  t h e  c a t a l o g is  p u b l i s h e d , i t w i l l 

be  p o s s i b le  f o r o t h e r l i b r a r i e s  a n d s c h o l a r s  

t o  a c q u i r e  a t t h e  c o s t o f r e p r o d u c t i o n  film  

c o o i e s  f o r t h e i r u s e . 

T h e  l i b r a r y 's  c u r r e n t c a t a l o g i n g a c t i v i t i e s  

h a v e  a v e r y i m p o r t a n t m e a n i n g f o r o t h e r 

l i b r a r i e s . T h r o u g h  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

M E D c a r d s e r ie s  p u b l i s h e d a n d d i s t r i b u t e d 

b y th e  L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s , i t s  n e w  c l a s s i f i -

c a t i o n  a n d s u b je c t h e a d i n g s  a r e  b e c o m i n g 

k n o w n . Cl o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y a n d t h e  L i b r a r y o f 

Co n g r e s s  in  t h e  fie ld  o f c o o p e r a t i v e  c a t a l o g -

i n g h a s  l o n g b e e n  t h e  g o a l o f a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

o f b o t h  l i b r a r i e s . 

I n  O c t o b e r 19 4 6  a n  a g r e e m e n t w a s  

r e a c h e d f o r f u l l c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  c a t a l o g i n g 

b e t w e e n  t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y a n d 

t h e  L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s . T h e  M E D c a r d 

s e r ie s  w a s  a n n o u n c e d s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , r e -

p l a c i n g t h e  e a r l i e r S G O s e r ie s . T h e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y h a s  a g r e e d t o  p r o v i d e  

c o m p l e t e  c a r d c o p y f o r a l l t i t l e s  i t c a t a -

l o g s  f o r w h i c h  p r i n t e d c a r d s  a r e  n o t a v a i l -

a b l e  ; t h i s  i n c l u d e s  c h e c k i n g o f t h e  L i -

b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s  a u t h o r i t y file s . T h e  

L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s  h a s  a g r e e d t o  a c c e p t 

th e  s i m p l e r f o r m s  o f d e s c r i p t i v e  c a t a l o g i n g 

a d o p t e d b y t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y , a n d 

t o  p r i n t t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 's  c o p y 

w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s  

s u b je c t h e a d i n g s  a n d c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

F o r a f u l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d i n t e r p r e t a -

t i o n  o f t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 's  c a t a l o g 

c a r d s  in  t h e  M E D s e r ie s  s o m e  a t t e n t i o n  

s h o u l d b e  d e v o t e d t o  i t s  r u l e s  f o r d e s c r i p -

t i v e  c a t a l o g i n g , i t s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , a n d s u b je c t 

h e a d i n g s . D u r i n g th e  p e r i o d w h e n  t h e  l i -

b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s  w a s  d e v e l o p i n g i t s  r e -

c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d r u l e s  f o r d e s c r i p t i v e  

c a t a l o g i n g , t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y e s -

t a b l i s h e d i ts  o w n  r u l e s . I t h a d n o  t r a d i t i o n  

to  r e s p e c t a n d c o u l d t h e r e f o r e  f e e l f r e e  t o  

s i m p l i f y a l o n g p r a g m a t i c l i n e s . I n  o r d e r 

t o  a c h i e v e  c o n s i s t e n c y w i t h  L i b r a r y o f C o n -

g r e s s  p r a c t i c e , i t is  c a r e f u l l y s t u d y i n g t h e  

prelim inary edition  of Rules for Descriptive 

Cataloging. 

I n  19 4 4  a c o m m i t t e e  o f s p e c i a l c o n s u l -

t a n t s  m e t t o  c o n s i d e r a s c h e m e  o f c l a s s i f i c a -

t i o n  f o r t h e  m e d i c a l h o l d i n g s  o f th e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y a n d t h e  L i b r a r y o f C o n -
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g r e s s . A t firs t i t w a s  t h o u g h t p o s s i b le  t o  

d e v e l o p a n d r e v i s e  t h e  " Q " a n d " R " s c h e d -

u le s . A s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s t u d i e d t h e  p r o b l e m  

i t w a s  f e l t d e s i r a b l e  to  d e v e l o p i n s t e a d t h e  

u n u s e d l e t t e r s  " Q S - Q Z " f o r t h e  p r e c l i n i c a l 

m e d i c a l s c i e n c e s , a n d " W " f o r c l i n i c a l m e d i -

c i n e  a n d o t h e r c l o s e l y r e l a t e d s u b je c t s . T h e  

A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y is  a h u g e  s p e c i a l 

l i b r a r y c o m p r i s i n g a l l o f t h e  m e d i c a l 

s c i e n c e s . T h e  L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s  is  a 

h u g e  g e n e r a l l i b r a r y c o m p r i s i n g a l l d i s c i -

p l i n e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e  m e d i c a l s c i e n c e s . T h e  

o n e  v i e w s  m e d i c i n e  f r o m  t h e  i n s i d e ; t h e  

o t h e r f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e . T h e  " W " c l a s s i f i -

c a t i o n , p r e p a r e d f o r th e  c o m m i t t e e  b y M a r y 

L o u i s e  M a r s h a l l , o f T u l a n e , w a s  s u b m i t t e d 

in  d r a f t f o r m  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y d u r i n g 19 4 6 . 

T h e  l i b r a r y h a s  t e s t e d i t s  u s e , r e s e r v i n g 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  u n t i l i t h a s  b e e n  p r o v e d t h o r -

o u g h l y p r a c t i c a b l e . O n e  e x c e p t i o n  w a s  a 

c o n c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

w h o  w i s h e d t o  u s e  t h e  n e w  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r 

i t s  m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s . T h e  V e t e r a n s  A d -

m i n i s t r a t i o n  p u b l i s h e d a g r e a t l y a b b r e v i -

a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n a l o u t l i n e . T h e  l i b r a r y is  

n o w  a b o u t t o  p u b l i s h  a p r e l i m i n a r y e d i t i o n  

o f i t s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l be  d i s t r i b u t e d 

g e n e r o u s l y ; i t is  h o p e d t h a t c r i t i c i s m  w i l l 

be  e q u a l l y g e n e r o u s . 

A s  w i t h  t h e  L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s  s c h e d -

u le s , t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 's  c l a s s i -

ficatio n  is  a b o o k c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  b a s e d o n  t h e  

l i b r a r y 's  h o l d i n g s  o f m e d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . I t 

is  n o t a t h e o r e t i c a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ; i t is  n o t 

d e s i g n e d f o r t h e  s m a l l e r l i b r a r y t o  f o l l o w  

w i t h o u t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , a n d i t is  d e s i g n e d t o  

be  u s e d w i t h  o t h e r L . C . s c h e d u l e s . 

I n  t h e  fie ld  o f m e d i c a l s u b je c t h e a d i n g s  

t h e  l i b r a r y is  o n l y t o o  c o n s c i o u s  t h a t n o  

a d e q u a t e  l i s t e x i s t s . M e d i c i n e  h a s  a l w a y s  

b e e n  a c t i v e  in  n o m e n c l a t u r e . T h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f s t a n d a r d i z e d s y s t e m s  h a s  b e e n  a d i f f i c u l t 

o n e . T h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y is  n o t 

o n l y b u i l d i n g i ts  o w n  l i s t o f m e d i c a l s u b -

je c t h e a d i n g s , b u t is  a l s o  e n c o u r a g i n g c o n -

s i d e r a t i o n  o f th e  m a n y p r o b l e m s  o n  b o t h  

a p h i l o s o p h i c a n d p r a c t i c a l b a s i s . I t is  

i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e  l i b r a r y t o  c o o r d i n a t e  i t s  

w o r k in  m e d i c a l s u b je c t h e a d i n g s  w i t h  t h a t 

o f th e  L i b r a r y o f Co n g r e s s ; c e r t a i n l y th e  

c o n f u s i o n  r e s u l t i n g f r o m  s i m u l t a n e o u s  u s e  

o f t w o  l i s t s  o f m e d i c a l s u b je c t h e a d i n g s  is  

o n e  o f th e  g r e a t e s t i m p e d i m e n t s  f o r u s e r s  

o f t h e  M E D c a r d s e r ie s . 

T h e  f o r e g o i n g a r e  l i b r a r y a c t i v i t i e s  o f 

n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n  in  t h e  a r e a o f b i b l i o g r a p h i c 

c o n t r o l s . T h e y f o l l o w  f r o m  t h e  n e c e s s i t y 

o f m a k i n g k n o w n  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f t h e  l i -

b r a r y 's  v a s t c o l l e c t i o n s , o f g u i d i n g r e s e a r c h  

w o r k e r s  t o  s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e i r i n -

flue n ce  e x t e n d s  f a r b e y o n d t h e  w a l l s  o f t h e  

A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y . T h ezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Index-Cata-

logue and the  Current List index the  ho ld-

i n g s  o f o t h e r l i b r a r i e s . T h e  M E D c a r d s  

a re  b e i n g u s e d w h e r e v e r L i b r a r y o f C o n -

g r e s s  c a r d s  g o . T h e  " W " c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d 

t h e  l i b r a r y 's  s u b je c t h e a d i n g s  w i l l be  c o n -

s i d e r e d f o r a d o p t i o n  b y m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s  o f 

m a n y t y p e s . 

I I I . Public Services 

W i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t c o l l e c t i o n s  in  th e  n e w  

w o r l d a t i t s  d i s p o s a l , a n d w i t h  a l o n g t r a -

d i t i o n  o f s u p p o r t f o r th e  m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s  

o f t h e  c o u n t r y , t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 

h a s  d e v e l o p e d o n e  o f th e  l a r g e s t i n t e r l i b r a r y 

l o a n  s e r v i c e s  in  t h e  c o u n t r y . L a s t y e a r th e  

l i b r a r y l o a n e d o v e r 2 0 , 0 0 0  i t e m s  t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e  U n i t e d S t a t e s . T r a d i t i o n a l l y i t h a s  

b e e n  g e n e r o u s , r e s t r i c t i n g s e r v i c e  o n l y f o r 

o l d e r a n d i r r e p l a c e a b l e  w o r k s . I t r e c o g -

n i z e s  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y in  m a k i n g i n f r e -

q u e n t l y h e l d  a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y u n i q u e  m a -

t e r i a l s  f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r r e s e a r c h  

l i b r a r i e s , b u t , s i n c e  i t r e f e r s  p r i v a t e  r e q u e s t s  

f o r m e d i c a l l i t e r a t u r e  b a c k t o  t h e  l o c a l 

m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s , i t s  l o a n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  c l e a r l y 

d e f i n e d as  s u p p l e m e n t a r y , n o t c o m p e t i t i v e . 

R e a d i n g r o o m  u s e  o f t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  h a s  

a l w a y s  b e e n  m o d e s t . S i x t y p e r c e n t o f th e  

u s e  o f m a t e r i a l s  h a s  b e e n  t h r o u g h  i n t e r -

l i b r a r y l o a n  a n d p h o t o d u p l i c a t i o n . 
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T h e s e  c o - e x i s t i n g t e c h n i q u e s  f o r m a k i n g 

t h e  l i b r a r y 's  r e s o u r c e s  g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e  t o  

s c i e n c e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d t h e  u s e  o f t h e  c o l -

l e c t i o n s  t o  a n  a m a z i n g e x t e n t . B e g i n n i n g 

in  19 4 1 , u n d e r t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a u s p i c e s  o f 

D r . A t h e r t o n  S e i d e l l , t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l 

L i b r a r y h a s  e x p e r i m e n t e d w i t h  t h e  s u p p l y 

o f m i c r o f i l m  in  l i e u  o f t h e  l o a n  o f p u b l i c a -

t i o n s . L a s t y e a r 1 , 12 0 , 0 0 0  p a g e s  w e r e  

m i c r o f i l m e d ; a b o u t 8 0  p e r c e n t o f t h i s  w a s  

d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d S t a t e s . S u c h  

u s e  o f m i c r o f i l m  is  n o t w i t h o u t p r o b l e m s . 

W e  l e n d t o  l i b r a r i e s ; w e  s u p p l y m i c r o f i l m  

to  a n y p r i v a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r , a s  w e l l as  t o  

l i b r a r i e s . I n  i ts  p u r e  f o r m , as  c o n c e i v e d 

b y D r . S e i d e l l , t h e  u s e  o f m i c r o f i l m  in  l i e u  

o f t h e  l o a n  o f b o o k s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a g r a t u i t o u s  

s e r v i c e  o f t h e  f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t , s u b s i -

d i z i n g m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h . T h e r e  a r e  m a n y 

a r g u m e n t s  f o r s u c h  g r a t u i t o u s  s e r v i c e . I t 

m a y be  a r g u e d t h a t i t is  a c t u a l l y c h e a p e r 

t h a n  a l o a n . T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  m a n y a r g u -

m e n t s  a g a i n s t i t , a n d n o t t h e  l e a s t o f th e s e  

is  l a c k o f s t a t u t o r y a u t h o r i t y . I n  F e b r u a r y 

o f t h i s  y e a r t h e  l i b r a r y i n s t i t u t e d a s y s t e m  

o f c h a r g i n g f o r m i c r o f i l m  a t c o s t . T h e  

l i b r a r y h a s  p r o v i d e d p h o t o d u p l i c a t i o n  s e r -

v i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f t h e  P u b l i c a t i o n  

B o a r d , D e p a r t m e n t o f Co m m e r c e , f o r t h e  

P u b l i c a t i o n  B o a r d 's  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  h a v e  

m e d i c a l i n t e r e s t . N e a r l y 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  p a g e s  o f 

th e s e  w e r e  c o p i e d a n d d i s t r i b u t e d l a s t y e a r . 

I t is  t h e  f i e l d  o f r e f e r e n c e  a n d b i b l i o g r a -

p h y i n  w h i c h  t h e  A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 

is  l e a s t a d e q u a t e l y o r g a n i z e d t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

t y p e  o f n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  

i t s  s i z e  a n d m a t e r i a l s . I n  t h e o r y , t h e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y s h o u l d a c c o m p l i s h  r e f -

e r e n c e  w o r k a t a d e g r e e  o f d i f f i c u l t y h i g h e r 

t h a n  t h a t o f t h e  l i b r a r y i t s e r v i c e s . I t 

s h o u l d d r a w  u p o n  a n d i n t e r p r e t t h e  u n u s u a l 

m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  i t h a s , a n d w h i c h  a r e  n o t 

g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e . I n  t h e o r y , t h e  l i b r a r y 

s h o u l d p r e p a r e  f o r p u b l i c a t i o n  a s e r ie s  o f 

s p e c i a l s u b je c t b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  o f i m m e d i a t e  

i n t e r e s t to  m e d i c i n e . I n  p r a c t i c e , h o w e v e r , 

t h r e e  t h i n g s  h a v e  m i l i t a t e d a g a i n s t t h i s  a c -

c o m p l i s h m e n t . F i r s t , is  t h e  l i b r a r y 's  

c h r o n i c s h o r t a g e  o f p e r s o n n e l . I t h a s  a c t u -

a l l y b u t o n e  p a r t - t i m e  b i b l i o g r a p h e r w h o  

c a n  b e  a s s i g n e d t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f s p e c i a l 

l i s t s . S e c o n d , is  t h e  s t i l l d i s o r g a n i z e d s t a t u s  

o f t h e  l i b r a r y 's  c o l l e c t i o n s , w h i c h  m a k e s  i t 

e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o  l o c a t e  m a t e r i a l n e e d e d 

f o r s e a r c h  o f t h e  l i t e r a t u r e . T h i r d , is  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l i n f l u e n c e  o f t h ezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Index-Catalogue 

w h i c h  i n  i t s e l f p r o v i d e s  s p e c i a l i z e d s u b je c t 

b i b l i o g r a p h i e s . T h e  R e f e r e n c e  D i v i s i o n  

w a s  n e w l y f o r m e d f o l l o w i n g t h e  s u r v e y 

a n d h a s  y e t to  d e v e l o p a b i b l i o g r a p h i c s e r v -

ice  in  i t s  o w n  r i g h t . Ce r t a i n l y t h e  A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y s h o u l d p r o v i d e  t o p i c a l 

b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , as  d o e s  t h e  L i b r a r y o f C o n -

g r e s s  a n d t h e  l i b r a r y o f t h e  D e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g r i c u l t u r e . M e d i c a l r e s e a r c h  c a n n o t w a i t 

f o r t h e  d e f e r r e d p u b l i c a t i o n  o f th e  Index-

Catalogue. 

I n  e a c h  o f th e s e  f i e l d s —r e s o u r c e s , b i b l i -

o g r a p h i c c o n t r o l s , a n d p u b l i c s e r v i c e s —t h e  

A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y s e r v e s  t h e  c o u n t r y 's  

r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s . T h i s  s e r v i c e  is  s u p -

p l e m e n t a r y , n o t c o m p e t i t i v e . T h e  l i b r a r y 's  

c o l l e c t i o n s  a u g m e n t t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f p r i v a t e  

l i b r a r i e s ; t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l a c t i v i t i e s  o f t h e  

Index-Catalogue, the  Current List of Med-

ical Literature,  an d th e  Ca t a l o g D i v i s i o n  

i n t e r p r e t th e s e  c o l l e c t i o n s , p r o v i d i n g s e r v -

i c e s  w h i c h  c o u l d n o t b e  p e r f o r m e d b y l i -

b r a r i e s  w i t h  s m a l l e r r e s o u r c e s . S e r v i c e  o f 

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r l i b r a r y l o a n , 

p h o t o d u p l i c a t i o n , a n d r e f e r e n c e  b y p o l i c y 

a n d b y o p e r a t i o n , a re  e x t e n s i o n s  o f t h e  s e r -

v i c e s  o f f e r e d b y t h e  o t h e r m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s . 

T h e  Co n g r e s s , in  p r o v i d i n g a n n u a l l y a p -

p r o p r i a t e d f u n d s  f o r t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f m a -

t e r i a l s , f o r t h e  p r i n t i n g o f t h e  Index-Cata-

logue, in  i t s  h e a r i n g s  a n d r e p o r t s  o n  a n e w  

b u i l d i n g f o r th e  l i b r a r y , h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y 

r e c o g n i z e d t h e  n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s  o f t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n . 
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