
the bad citizen in classical athens

This book provides a fresh perspective on Athenian democracy by explor-

ing bad citizenship, as both a reality and an idea, in classical Athens, from

the late sixth century down to 322 B.C. If called upon, Athenian citizens

were expected to support their city through military service and financial

outlay. These obligations were fundamental to Athenian understandings

of citizenship and it was essential to the city’s well-being that citizens fulfill

them. The ancient sources, however, are full of allegations that individ-

uals avoided these duties or performed them deficiently. Claims of draft

evasion, cowardice on the battlefield, and avoidance of liturgies and the

war tax are common. By examining the nature and scope of bad citizen-

ship in Athens and the city’s responses – institutional and ideological – to

the phenomenon, this study aims to illuminate the relationship between

citizen and city under the Athenian democracy and, more broadly, the

tension between private interests and public authority in human societies.

Matthew R. Christ is associate professor of classical studies at Indiana

University. He is the author of The Litigious Athenian (1998).
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ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviated references to ancient authors and works are based pri-

marily on those used in A Greek-English Lexicon 9 (H. G. Liddell and

R. Scott, with revisions by H. S. Jones and R. McKenzie), Oxford,

1996. Comic fragments are cited from the edition of Kassel and

Austin (1983–), unless otherwise noted. Tragic fragments are cited

from the editions of Snell (1971) and Radt (1985), except for fragments

of Euripides, which are cited from Nauck 2 (1964) unless otherwise

specified. Fragments of the Presocratics are cited from H. Diels and

W. Kranz, Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker 6 (3 vols., Zurich, 1951–1952);

those of historical writers from F. Jacoby, Die Fragmente der griechischen

Historiker (3 vols. in 15, Leiden, 1923–1958). Fragments of Tyrtaeus

and Solon are cited from M. L. West, Iambi et Elegi Graeci 2 (2 vols.,

Oxford, 1989–1992).

Abbreviated references to modern scholarship are to the Bibliog-

raphy at the end of this book. Abbreviations of periodicals in the

Bibliography follow the system of L’Année philologique, with a few

exceptions: I use AJP instead of AJPh, CP instead of CPh, and TAPA

instead of TAPhA.
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