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points out that the theoretical models do not guarantee a sustained capital flow,
and that such a flow could harm as well as benefit the Mexican economy.

JOSE CUELLO, Wayne State University

The Challenge of Integration: Europe and the Americas. Edited by PETER H.
SMITH. New Brunswick: Transaction, 1993. Tables. Figures. Glossary. Notes. Bib-
liographies. vii, 416 pp. Paper. $21.9s.

Peter H. Smith, director of the Center for Iberian and Latin American Studies
(CILAS) at the University of California, San Diego, and Wolf Grabendorff, a Ger-
man scholar and director of the Instituto de Relaciones Europeo-Latinoamericanas
(IRELA) in Madrid, gathered experts from Europe, the United States, and Latin
America to study the contemporary challenges to relations between Europe and
the two Americas. The experts came from the academic world—political science,
sociology, and environmental studies—and from government service in the areas
of economic and social policy and international affairs. They attended research
workshops at La Jolla in May 1992 and Madrid in October 1992 to refine their
work and exchange perspectives. This collaboration produced the introduction, 14
essays, and conclusion of this book.

To interpret the relationships between Europe and the Americas, the con-
tributors drew on four contemporary regional processes: the European Community
(EC), the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the Southern Cone
Common Market, or Mercado Comiin del Sur (MERCOSUR), and the Enterprise
for the Americas Initiative (EAI). For unspecified reasons the Caribbean Basin
Initiative (CBI), the Latin American Free Trade Association (LAFTA), and the
Central American Common Market (CACM) were excluded, and therefore are
seldom mentioned in the essays. The authors avoided questioning whether the
EAI CBI, NAFTA, and other integration projects might be means to facilitate ex-
ploitation of Latin America’s land, labor, and resources, especially given the U.S.
track record over the past two centuries. The project was organized under the as-
sumption that the EC might offer a model as the New World states contemplated
integration. Although the ratification of the Maastricht Treaty and other difficul-
ties have called that assumption into question, Smith and Grabendorff continue to
assume that union in some form—especially economic—is the wave of the future.

The essays are divided into three sections. Five describe integration’s “Con-
ditions and Contexts,” six treat its “Politics and Policies,” and three respond to
the “Organizational Imperatives.” Smith’s concluding essay offers 16 recommenda-
tions, related to positions argued in the essays, as guidelines for integration. The
sixteenth point is very critical of the “NAFTA-plus” proposal to include a selected
few nations—Chile, New Zealand, and others are commonly mentioned. This idea
Smith considers to be very ominous and potentially damaging for NAFTA. The
book has no index, but does offer list of 70 acronyms (about 20 more are not listed).
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In terms of the historical record, the limited free-trade zone along the Rio
Grande since the late nineteenth century and integration efforts in Central America
and through the Pan-American movement are scarcely mentioned. These over-
sights are regrettable, since one purpose of the project was to acquaint the North
American public with the process of regional integration in the Americas. Only
the essays by Laurence Whitehead and Ethan Nadelmann give more than passing
attention to events before the 1980s. Given this now-and-tomorrow perspective,
historians may find these essays of limited use.

THOMAS D. SCHOONOVER, University of Southwestern Louisiana

Civilizing Mission: Exact Sciences and French Overseas Expansion, 1830-1940. By
LEWIS PYENSON. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993. Photographs.
Ilustrations. Notes. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. xxi, 377 pp. Cloth. $45.00.

Civilizing Mission is Lewis Pyenson’s third book devoted to French “cultural im-
perialism” and exact sciences. The two previous volumes treated sciences and
German overseas expansion in the years 190o to 1930, and exact science in Indo-
nesia from 1840 to 1940. Only a third of the present book treats Latin America, so
readers of this journal may not find it central to their concerns. For those interested
in imperialism and scientific culture, however, the book provides brief, informed
narrative accounts of French missions in Cuba, Mexico, Chile, Argentina, Brazil,
and Ecuador in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It also offers a dis-
cussion of the French scientific bureaucracy and its overseas projections that may
be usefully compared with the practice of other European states or the United
States in Latin America. It includes long and novel sections on the work of Jesuit
scientists. We learn that the Society ran more than 30 of the world’s 130-0dd ob-
servatories in the eighteenth century, and that French Jesuits accomplished some
impressive scientific achievements after restoration in the nineteenth.

In the nineteenth century, French colonial science was primarily occupied
with research on meteorology, astronomy, and the geographical task of measuring
and mapping the newly acquired colonies. In 1887, for example, Admiral Amadeo
Mouchez managed to gather in Paris more than 50 astronomers from 20 different
countries to plan an elaborate carte du ciel, the nineteenth-century boondoggle
equivalent of our recent Apollo program. They divided the sky into portions and
assigned them to various observatories, which, they hoped, would produce 22,000
photographs “showing stars down to the fourteenth magnitude and yield tables of
some two million brighter stars” (p. 20). Observatories in Santiago and La Plata
controlled by French astronomers and a third in Tacubaya, Mexico, collaborated.
The project was abandoned in 1920, when even the French portion was still in-
complete.

For Pyenson, scientific research served two different strategies of “cultural im-
perialism.” First, research in, say, physics and astronomy carried out in the French



