
Extra Pharmacopoeia: Martindale, 25th Edition (Ed. R. G. Todd) The Phar- 
maccutical Press, 150^. 

A common problem in hospital practice today is to ascertain what drugs a 

patient has been taking, since they may produce, as side-effects, clinical 

features resembling naturally occurring disorders, and may greatly confuse 
the interpretation of diagnostic tests. Even if the physician learns the names 
of the preparations, he may not be much wiser, because of the bewildering 

variety of trade names. In these circumstances he should certainly turn to the 
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new 25th edition of this well-known reference book. In it he will find informa- 

tion about some 4,600 medicinal substances and proprietary preparations. 
The arrangement has been altered in this edition so that the various parts 

are now contained in one enlarged book, which includes monographs on 

drugs in current use, briefer statements on obsolescent and obsolete drugs 
that are periodically resurrected in dubious nostrums, and formulae of 

numerous proprietary medicines sold over the counter. Wider and more 

frequent travel means that doctors and pharmacists are now often asked about 

drugs only in use overseas, but here, too, the Extra Pharmacopoeia will probably 

provide the answer, as its international coverage has been considerably 

extended, and foreign proprietary names unfamiliar in this country are also 

given. There is an excellent index, which contains over 32,000 entries. This 

new edition of Martindale should certainly be in every hospital library and 

pharmacy, and a physician might be spared much time and frustration if he 

had a copy at hand in his consulting room. 
g. m. w. 


