
THE FALL OF MAN AND THE
FOUNDATIONS OF SCIENCE

Peter Harrison provides a new account of the religious foundations of
scientific knowledge. He shows how the new approaches to the study
of nature that emerged in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were
directly informed by theological discussions about the Fall of Man and
the extent to which the mind and the senses had been damaged by
that primeval event. Scientific methods, he suggests, were originally
devised as techniques for ameliorating the cognitive damage wrought
by human sin. At its inception, modern science was conceptualised
as a means of recapturing the knowledge of nature that Adam had
once possessed. Contrary to a widespread view which sees science
emerging in conflict with religion, Harrison argues that theological
considerations were of vital importance in the framing of the new
scientific method.
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For Grace
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We desire truth, and find within ourselves only uncertainty . . .
This desire is left to us, partly to punish us, partly to make us perceive from whence
we have fallen.

Blaise Pascal, Pensées, §401
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