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THE I NNI S TRADI TI ON

I N CANADI AN POLI TI CAL ECONOMY

Mel Wat ki ns

Al t hough t he name of Har ol d I nni s i s not a househol d wor d i n Canada, i t

shoul d be . He i s wi t hout doubt t he most di st i ngui shed soci al sci ent i st and

hi st or i an, and one of t he most di st i ngui shed i nt el l ect ual s t hat Canada has ever

pr oduced. Successi vel y he wr ot e pi oneer i ng wor ks i n Canadi an hi st or y and i n

t he hi st or y of ci vi l i zat i ons, hel d t oget her by t he common t hr ead of an i nt ense,

passi onat e concer n f or schol ar shi p and f or t he f ut ur e of hi s count r y ; i ndeed, f or

West er n ci vi l i zat i on i t sel f . As an economi c hi st or i an or economi st , wr i t i ng on

Canada, he was t he cent r al f i gur e i n cr eat i ng an i ndi genous Canadi an appr oach t o

pol i t i cal economy t hat t r anscended economi c hi st or y and economi cs t o embr ace

hi st or y, pol i t i cal sci ence, soci ol ogy and ant hr opol ogy . Yet t he l egacy of t hi s " ol d

pol i t i cal economy" has been i n r ecent year s t o f aci l i t at e t he emer gence of a " new

pol i t i cal economy" , a newsynt hesi s . That , at l east , i s what t hi s paper wi l l ar gue . I

I n t he pr ocess i t wi l l seek t o answer a number of quest i ons : What was t he nat ur e

of t he ol d synt hesi s f or med under I nni s? How was i t s f or mat i on possi bl e? Why

di d i t f al l by t he waysi de? Why i s i t nowbei ng r evi ved? Why, i n t er ms of cr eat i ve

wor k, i s t he new pol i t i cal economy most l y of a l ef t - even Mar xi st -

per suasi on, t hough I nni s was cer t ai nl y not a Mar xi st and was ver y much opposed

t o t he pol i t i cs of hi s l ef t - l eani ng col l eagues?

Cent r al t o my ar gument , f ol l owi ng t he hi st or i an of sci ence, Thomas Kuhn, z i s

t he power of par adi gms t o set t he quest i ons and t o const r ai n t he met hods by

whi ch answer s can be sought t o a l i mi t ed l i st of quest i ons ; t hat i s, t he power f ul

manner i n whi ch t he di sci pl i nes di sci pl i ne. The phenomenon was f ami l i ar t o

I nni s, who opposed monopol i es of knowl edge and school s . The pr act i t i oner s of a

di sci pl i ne, as monopol i st s, set up bar r i er s t o t he ent r y of di ssent i ng i deas and so

gener al l y i mpose t hei r wi l l wi t h t he consequence, at f i r st evi dent t o t he st udent

but soon f or got t en, t hat uni ver si t y depar t ment s ar e as much suppr essor s of

cr eat i ve t hought as t hey can be i t s suppor t er s, pl aces of unf r eedomas much as

pl aces of f r eedom. I n I nni s' ar r est i ng use of t he l anguage of or t hodox economi c

t heor y t o expose t he r eal i t y of i t s pr act i ce : " I mper f ect compet i t i on bet ween

economi c t heor i es hamper s t he advance of f r eedom of t hought . " 3 I nt el l ect ual

modes of pr oduct i on ar e, i n t ur n, r el at ed t o r eal modes of pr oduct i on, so t hat t he

di al ect i c of par adi gmchange must be r el at ed not onl y t o mat t er s i nt er nal t o t he

par adi gm, f ol l owi ng Kuhn, but al so t o t he mat er i al r eal i t y . Concr et el y, we must

be concer ned not onl y wi t h t he hegemoni c nat ur e of t he par adi gm ( i n our case

wi t h t he pol i t i cs of economi cs) but al so wi t h t he ef f ect of t he economy on

economi cs, i ncl udi ng economi c hi st or y : Car l Ber ger ' s hi st or y of Canadi an

hi st or y 4 mi ght t hus be bet t er seen as not es t owar d an economi c hi st or y of

Canadi an economi c hi st or y . As I nni s put i t : " We need a soci ol ogy or a phi l osophy
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of t he soci al sci ences and par t i cul ar l y of economi cs, an economi c hi st or y of

knowl edge or an economi c hi st or y of economi c hi st or y" . 5 Fol l owi ng I nni s, t he

r ecogni t i on of t he nar r owness of t he mar gi n f or i nt el l ect ual manouevr e, or f or

cr eat i ve f r eedom, can hel p us under st and t he bi as of a di sci pl i ne, and so

over come i t .

Now I nni s was an economi c hi st or i an whi ch means, i n t he Nor t h Amer i can

t r adi t i on t hen as now, an economi st who wor ks on mat t er s hi st or i cal . The I nni s

t r adi t i on i n economi c hi st or y can pr oper l y be sai d t o be embodi ed i n t he so- cal l ed

st apl es appr oach, bot h i n t he concr et e sense of t he st udy of t he gr eat st apl e t r ades

and i ndust r i es and i n t he met hodol ogi cal sense t hat t he st udy of st apl e act i vi t y

br oadl y concei ved was a uni f yi ng t heme f or t he gener al hi st or i cal exper i ence at

t he per i pher y . I n a paper wr i t t en on t he occasi on of t he quar t er - cent ur y si nce

I nni s' deat h, t he economi c hi st or i an Hugh Ai t ken r emi nds us of " t he gol den age

of Canadi an economi c hi st or y t hat accompani ed t he st at ement and el abor at i on of

t he st apl e t heme" , but he i s cr i t i cal of i t s l egacy :

The f act of t he mat t er i s t hat , i n Canadi an economi c hi st or y, _

I nni s st i l l domi nat es t he f i el d . . . El sewher e [ meani ng t he

Uni t ed St at es] , t he l ast decade and a hal f i n economi c hi st or y

has been one of t he most exci t i ng per i ods ever exper i enced i n

t he hi st or y of t he pr of essi on . Not so i n Canada . . . [ A]

r econst r uct i on of t he st andar d i nt er pr et at i on of Canadi an

economi c hi st or y i s st i l l a l ong way of f . That st andar d

i nt er pr et at i on, enshr i ned i n monogr aphs and t ext books, i s an

i nt er pr et at i on of t he I nni s model . I t i s no compl i ment t o

Canadi an schol ar shi p t hat now t went y- f i ve year s af t er hi s

deat h, i t st i l l monopol i zes t he f i el d .

Ref er r i ng t o " devel opment s i n Canadi an economi c hi st or y over t he l ast decade

and a hal f - or r at her , t he r el at i ve l ack of devel opment s" , he says " The st r engt h
of t he I nni s t r adi t i on may be one expl anat i on . " '

Ai t ken' s evi dence f or " exci t i ng" devel opment s i n t he U. S . i s t he emer gence of
t he " new economi c hi st or y" or cl i omet r i cs, f or get t i ng Her ber t Heat on' s 1954

war ni ng ( si gni f i cant l y i n t he Canadi an Jour nal of Economi cs and Pol i t i cal

Sci ence) t hat :

The Amer i can cul t of quant i t i es i s no mer e t ur ni ng t i de . I t i s a

t i dal wave, on whi ch Cl i o' s l i t t l e cr af t seems l i kel y t o be sunk by

t he swar ms of vessel s manned by st at i st i ci ans, economet r i ci ans,

and macr o- economi st s . . . . 7
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The new economi c hi st or y now has a t r ack r ecor d and not al l obser ver s ar e as

i mpr essed as Ai t ken . Paul Davenpor t obser ves t hat " t he ' new' economi c

hi st or i ans t end t o t ake t he posi t i on t hat i f a t echni que i s accept abl e t o t he

t heor i st s i t i s accept abl e f or economi c hi st or y . " " The new economi c hi st or y, " he

wr i t es, " i s somet i mes descr i bed as ' t he appl i cat i on of economi c t heor y t o

economi c hi st or y' ; f ar t oo of t en i t becomes . . . ' t he appl i cat i on of hi st or y t o

economi c hi st or y . " And t he economi c t heor y at i ssue i s, of cour se, neo- cl assi cal

t heor y . I an Par ker obser ves t hat si nce Wor l d War I I :

Wi t hi n economi cs . . . t he gap bet ween mai nst r eameconomi c

t heor y and economi c hi st or y wi dened, despi t e I nni s' ar gument

t hat ' Any subst ant i al pr ogr ess i n economi c t heor y must come

f r om a cl oser synt hesi s bet ween economi c hi st or y and

economi c t heor y' and despi t e ( and on occasi on because of )

r ecent at t empt s t o appl y si mpl e neo- cl assi cal ' cl i omet r i c'

model s di r ect l y t o t he expl anat i on of compl ex hi st or i cal

si t uat i ons . 9

The Amer i can economi c hi st or i an Donal d McCl oskey says t he t heor y i n quest i on

i s " especi al l y t he t heor y of pr i ce" and i nsi st s ( pr oper l y) t hat i t , and not count i ng,

i s " t he def i ni ng ski l l of cl i omet r i ci ans, as of ot her economi st s . " He r ecogni zes

t hat " t he cl i omet r i c school i s char act er i st i cal l y Amer i can" and, i n a

char act er i st i cal l y Amer i can way, wr i t es " t he f r ont i er of cl i omet r i cs i s t he wi de

wor l d beyond Amer i ca . " ' °

Pr edi ct abl y t he t echni que has, i n f act , spr ead t o Canada, wher e i t has been i n

par t devot ed t o t est i ng t he st apl e t heor y . I n a r evi ew of t hat l i t er at ur e I wr ot e t hat

t o t he ext ent i t poses r eal quest i ons i t has uphel d t he val i di t y of

t he st apl es appr oach - t hough maki ng l i t t l e or no

cont r i but i on t o our t heor et i cal under st andi ng . The st apl e

t heor y has sur vi ved t he wor st onsl aught s of Amer i cani zat i on

and f or t hat r eason al one must be as har dy and genui nel y

Canadi an . "

Ai t ken i s excessi vel y cr i t i cal of t he l ack of devel opment s i n Canadi an economi c

hi st or y whi l e exagger at i ng t he st r engt h of t he I nni s t r adi t i on, at l east i n t he

sense of a hol i st i c appr oach .

Onl y t hr ee year s af t er Ai t ken, a new Canadi an economi c hi st or y t ext book

appear ed ( Canada : an Economi c Hi st or y by Mar r and Pat t er son 11 ) whi ch was

l ar gel y successf ul i n bl endi ng t he best , or l ess f anat i cal , of t he new economi c

hi st or y wi t h some of t he i nsi ght s of bot h t he ol d and t he newpol i t i cal economy .
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A new t ext book was possi bl e pr eci sel y because, as Kennet h Nor r i e put i t i n a
r evi ew: " Ther e has been an expl osi on of r esear ch act i vi t y i n t he f i el d over t he l ast
quar t er cent ur y, f r omper spect i ves as di ver se as cl i omet r i cs t o t he newpol i t i cal
economy . " But , as Nor r i e al so poi nt s out , t he l i mi t at i ons of a t ext r ef l ect t hose
of exi st i ng r esear ch . The Mar r and Pat t er son book i s " an economi c hi st or y of
Canada . " I t i s not based on " a br oader synt hesi s of economi c wi t h soci al and
pol i t i cal hi st or y" because, wr i t es Nor r i e, hi msel f of t he new economi c hi st or y
per suasi on, " so f ew of us ar e our sel ves i nvol ved i n such br oad i nt er di sci pl i nar y
wor k. " 1 3

Nor r i e i s her e al l udi ng t o t he nat ur e of t he par adi gm, and t her e ar e deeper
f l aws i n Ai t ken' s ar gument t hat r esul t f r omt he super f i ci al i t y of hi s anal ysi s of
economi cs as a par adi gmand economi c hi st or y as a f i el d wi t hi n t hat par agi dm.

Tr adi t i onal l y, economi c hi st or y had been cr i t i cal of economi c t heor y and, t o a
consi der abl e ext ent , pr epar ed t o gener at e i t s own anal yt i cal f r amewor ks, l oosel y
r el at ed t o t he pr evai l i ng body of t heor y . As wel l , under I nni s, economi c hi st or y
was cent r al t o economi cs i t sel f , and had, i n t ur n, been t he cor e f or t he br oader
synt hesi s t hat const i t ut ed t he ol d pol i t i cal economy . Begi nni ng i n t he' 30s wi t h
Keynes, and gr eat l y i nt ensi f yi ng dur i ng t he war and post war per i od, economi cs
became obsessed wi t h t he i mmedi at e and t he shor t - r un, and hence became
ahi st or i cal , f al l i ng vi ct i mt o quant i f i cat i on and t he r ei f i cat i on of t echni que . I n t he
Uni t ed St at es, t he neweconomi cs, or t he so- cal l ed neo- cl assi cal synt hesi s,
dest r oyed t he sur vi vi ng r emnant s of t he i nst i t ut i onal i sm of Vebl en and
Commons ; i n Canada, i t dest r oyed t he I nni s school as a domi nant i nf l uence i n
economi cs and as t he uni f yi ng t heme f or pol i t i cal economy . I nni s sur vi ved wi t hi n
Canadi an economi c hi st or y because t he new economi cs sees economi c hi st or y
essent i al l y as a ghet t o, and because t hose of t he I nni s t r adi t i on, par t i cul ar l y at
Tor ont o under t he i nf l uence of V. W. Bl aden and W. T. East er br ook, wer e abl e t o
r esi st t he i nr oads of t he new economi c hi st or y . I n t er ms of i nf l uence over t he
pr of essi on, t he successor t o I nni s was t o be Har r y Johnson l ocat ed out si de
Canada at t he Uni ver si t y of Chi cago and t he London School of Economi cs and, as
a happy pr i soner of t he or t hodox par adi gm, whol l y commi t t ed t o t he
obl i t er at i on of bor der s as i mpedi ment s t o t he f r ee movement s of goods, capi t al
and i deas .

Ber ger ar gues t hat I nni s f or esaw hi s f at e and, i n ef f ect i n hi s l at er wor k
deser t i ng t he par adi gmof economi cs, cont r i but ed t o i t :

I nni s sensed t hat excessi ve speci al i zat i on i n economi cs, i t s
pr esent i st t endenci es, and t he desi r e f or di sci pl i nar y aut onomy
i mpl i ed a br eakup of t he pol i t i cal - economy t r adi t i on t hat had
under l ai n hi s economi c hi st or y of Canada. . . . The st apl e t hesi s
l i nked t he hi st or y of Cr ei ght on, t he soci ol ogy of Cl ar k, and t he
pol i t i cal economy of I nni s . The common appr oach was
weakened i n t he f or t i es ; t her e wer e compl ai nt s about t he
subor di nat i on of pol i t i cal sci ence t o pol i t i cal economy . . .
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Changi ng f ashi ons i n economi cs al so f or eshadowed a ver y

di f f er ent st yl e. . . . I nni s' s specul at i ons on communi cat i ons wer e

par t l y r esponses t o t he condi t i ons t hat wer e l eadi ng t o a

spl i nt er i ng of t he' soci al sci ences' . I r oni cal l y, t hey wer e al so hi s

cont r i but i on t o t he di ssol ut i on of t he pol i t i cal - economy

t r adi t i on. 14

I t i s di f f i cul t , however , t o see how he coul d have avoi ded bei ng r ead out of t he

par adi gm, f or quant i f i cat i on and Keynesi ani sm r epr esent ed ever yt hi ng he was

opposed t o as an economi st . And i n pr act i ce, Keynesi ani sm- i n t he sense of

st at e act i vi t y t o f aci l i t at e economi c gr owt h so as t o mai nt ai n f ul l empl oyment -

was t o mean f or Canada i n t he post war per i od a cont i nui ng i f not i ncr easi ng

commi t ment t o t he expor t of st apl e pr oduct s devel oped by and f or f or ei gn

capi t al , t hat i s, economi c gr owt h at t he expense of deepeni ng dependency . Dani el

Dr ache has ar gued t hat t her e ar e ( even wi t hi n t he l i ber al par adi gm) t wo ver si ons

of t he st apl e t heor y : I nni s' dependency model and W. A. Macki nt osh' s

gr owt h- mode1 ; 15 Keyensi ani sm was gr af t ed ont o t he l at t er , not t he f or mer ,

ver si on of t he st apl e t heor y . 16 Hence t he i nf l uence of Keynes wor ked t o er ode t he

i nf l uence of I nni s - t hough I nni s' suspi ci ousness of Keynesi ani sm, gi ven hi s

posi t i on wi t hi n t he pr of essi on wi t h r espect t o academi c appoi nt ment s i n

Canada, t ended t o weaken Keynesi ani smi n Canada.

The pr i ma causa of t he f at e of . I nni s, and hence of Canadi an pol i t i cal eco-

nomy, l i es wi t h t he nat ur e of mai nst r eamor t hodox economi cs f r om t he l at e

' 30s onwar d, i t s monol i t hi c char act er and t he ar r ogance of i t s pr act i t i oner s, and

t hei r i nt ol er ance of di ssent . At t he same t i me, however , some bl ame must be

at t ached t o t hose whomDr ache cal l s " t he l aunder er s" of I nni s . " I t i s, af t er al l , i n

t he nat ur e of col oni al i sm t hat at l east some of t he col oni al s ar e compl i ci t ; t he

essence of t hi s compr ador i nt el l ect ual r ol e ( as we shal l see bel ow) consi st ed of

r ej ect i ng t he dependency- model of t he ear l y I nni s and t he ant i - Amer i can

i mper i al i sm of t he l at er I nni s .

The power of t he neo- cl assi cal par adi gm t o ki l l r ef l ect s, of cour se, l ess i t s

ext er nal ver i t i es as t heor y and mor e i t s deadl y consequences as i deol ogy,

i nt ensi f yi ng yet mor e power f ul r eal i t i es of gl obal Real pol i t i k i n t he er a of t he

waxi ng of t he Amer i can empi r e. As I have ar gued el sewher e,

I nni s was abl e t o expl oi t t he al r eady est abl i shed bi as t owar d

economi c hi st or y at Tor ont o, t he pecul i ar weakness of

economi cs gener al l y as a di sci pl i ne i n t he 1920s - i t s st er i l i t y

bet ween Mar shal l and Keynes . . . - and t he moment ar y

f r eedomas Canada moved f r omt he Br i t i sh t o t he Amer i can

empi r e . Br i ef l y, novel t y was possi bl e. ' $
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But t he r i se of t he Tor ont o school was onl y f ol l owed by i t s f al l as Canada

i nexor abl y shi f t ed i nt o t he Amer i can empi r e . The er a of t he Col d War saw t he

Amer i cani zat i on of t he soci al sci ences as an aspect of t he Amer i cani zat i on of

ever yt hi ng, and t he dest uct i on of a uni f i ed pol i t i cal economy appr opr i at e t o a

hi nt er l and st at us . Canada became, f or Canadi an soci al sci ent i st s, a " mi ni at ur e

r epl i ca" of t he U. S . , a " peaceabl e ki ngdom, " Amer i ca i n sl ow mot i on wi t h l ess of

bot h t he good and t he bad . Economi cs, wi t h i t s pr et ensi ons t o f i ne- t uni ng t he

economy, became r el evant wi t h a vengeance when secul ar pr osper i t y was

t hought t o have been " bui l t - i n" . Canadi an economi cs became a br anch pl ant of

U. S . economi cs and, i ncr easi ngl y, of t he Fr i edmani t e or t hodoxy of t he Uni ver si t y

of Chi cago. The subt l et y and sophi st i cat i on of I nni si an pol i t i cal economy was

r epl aced by t he si mpl i ci t y and banal i t y of t he df ct r i nes of f r ee t r ade and

compet i t i on, not wi t hst andi ng t he evi dent i mper f ect i ons of compet i t i on t hat

i nher ed i n t he now- ascendant , t r ansnat i onal cor por at i ons . ' . ' The success of

l ai ssez- f ai r e has been pai d f or by t he expl oi t ed ar eas of whi ch we ar e one"

( I nni s) . 1 9 " By t he ni net een- f i f t i es I nni s and t hose who woul d have seen t he

mat t er as he di d wer e swamped by bot h t he sof t money Keynesi an gr oup and t he

cont i nent al i st f r ee t r ader s" ( Nei l l ) . z°

The depar t ment of pol i t i cal economy at t he Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o, once

chai r ed wi t h such di st i nct i on by I nni s, gr ew quant i t at i vel y but , dependi ng on

one' s poi nt of vi ew, not necessar i l y qual i t at i vel y . Soci ol ogy br oke away and i t s

asser t i on of di sci pl i ne aut onomy was f ol l owed, t o some ext ent unavoi dabl y, by

per vasi ve Amer i cani zat i on . Economi cs and pol i t i cal sci ence hel d t oget her , but i n

t he f ace of r i si ng opposi t i on f r omt he economi st s t hat seems cer t ai n t o t r i umph

shor t l y . ( I n any event , t hey al r eady oper at e as i f t hey wer e separ at e depar t ment s

and pol i t i cal economy as such i s har dl y t aught . ) The economi st s devot e

t hemsel ves t o r edef i ni ng pol i t i cal economy, on t he one hand, by r educi ng pol i t i cs

t o t he nar r owest mar gi ns of economi c sel f - i nt er est ( f or exampl e, pol i t i ci ans

exchangi ng pol i ci es f or vot es ; nat i onal i sm r educed t o a " t ast e f or nat i onal i sm" ,

t he bet t er t o vi l i f y i t ) " and, on t he ot her hand, by equat i ng pol i t i cal economy

wi t h t he st udy of publ i c pol i cy . As t he under gr aduat e Pol i t i cal Economy Cour se

Uni on r ecent l y poi nt ed out : " I t i s pr esent l y possi bl e f or a st udent t o gai n a

f our - year speci al i st degr ee i n Economi cs at U. of T. wi t hout ever havi ng r ead a
wor d of Har ol d I nni s . " The uni ver si t y honour ed I nni s by nami ng a new col l ege
af t er hi m, but I amt ol d t hat t he openi ng l i ne of t he I nni s Col l ege song i s, " Who

t he hel l was Har ol d I nni s?"

I f I have dwel t on economi cs par t i cul ar l y at t he Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o, i t i s
because t her e i s t he si t uat i on I know best , not because I t hi nk t hat si t uat i on i s

uni que . Nat i onal l y, t he ol d Canadi an Pol i t i cal Sci ence Associ at i on combi ni ng

economi st s and pol i t i cal sci ent i st s spl i t i n 1967 ; si gni f i cant l y, when a Pol i t i cal

Economy sect i on was cr eat ed i n 1976, i t was not wi t hi n t he Canadi an Economi cs

Associ at i on ( CEA) but r at her t he successor Canadi an Pol i t i cal Sci ence

Associ at i on ( CPSA) . Ther e i s now mor e economi c hi st or y, at l east i n t he sense
t hat I nni s woul d have under st ood, t o be f ound at t he meet i ngs of t he CPSAt han
t he CEA; t he same i s t r ue wi t h r espect t o t he Canadi an Hi st or i al Associ at i on and
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even t he Canadi an Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opol ogy Associ at i on r el at i ve t o t he CEA.

Though t hi s i s what happened, i t must be i nsi st ed t hat t her e i s an i mpor t ant
sense i n whi ch i t di d not have t o happen t hat way, namel y, t hat neo- cl assi cal
t heor y coul d have i ncor por at ed I nni s' st apl e economi cs . I nni s, af t er al l , was a
l i ber al , al bei t a l i ber al wi t h a di f f er ence . zz I f he has been i gnor ed, suppr essed, and
l aunder ed, i t has happened mor e f or i deol ogi cal r easons t han f r om t heor et i cal
i mper at i ves per se . The l at t er poi nt i s i mpor t ant not onl y i n i t s own r i ght but
because i t i s suggest i ve of devel opment s t hat may i n due cour se t ake pl ace wi t hi n
t he bel eaguer ed or t hodox par adi gm.

I t seems t o me t hat t her e ar e some ways i n whi ch t he st apl e t hesi s coul d have
been seen as r el evant t o neo- cl assi cal t heor y . By 1963, t he st apl e t heor y had been
r est at ed as a t heor y of economi c gr owt h, z3 showi ng t hat I nni s was r espect abl e
wi t hi n t he or t hodox par adi gm. " Subsequent l i t er at ur e has been most l y devot ed
t o i t s quant i t at i ve t est i ng ( as not ed) or t o t heor et i cal el abor at i on nar r owl y
f ocussed and t axonomi c i n char act er . 15 How mi ght i t have been ef f ect i vel y
' moder ni zed' ?

Ther e coul d have been i ncor por at ed i nt o t he st apl e t heor y, as a r esour ce- based
t heor y of gr owt h, t he i mpor t ance of economi c r ent s, as demonst r at ed by Er i c
Ki er ans ( and under st ood by I nni s) , and of pol i ci es di r ect ed t owar d f ur t her
pr ocessi ng of st apl es, t hat i s, f or war d l i nkage or t he " manuf act ur i ng condi t i on"
as demonst r at ed by Ai t ken and H. V. Nel l es . zb Ther eby, t he st apl e t heor y woul d
have been f ur t her el abor at ed as a t heor y of capi t al f or mat i on - t he l at t er bei ng a
cent r al concer n of I nni s and Kennet h Buckl ey . z 1 The consi der at i on of r ent s l eads
t o a concer n wi t h t he l oss t her eof : t hei r out war d dr ai n t hr ough f or ei gn
owner shi p and t he consequence, par t i cul ar l y at t he r egi onal l evel , f or
under devel opment ; al t er nat i vel y, when t he r ent s ar e r et ai ned but under f or ei gn
cont r ol t he power of f or ei gn capi t al i s ent r enched. ( Such consi der at i ons l ed, i n
t he r eal wor l d, t o t he Nat i onal Ener gy Pr ogr am i n 1980 . ) At t endi ng t o t he
f or war d l i nkage pot ent i al of t he newst apl e i ndust r i es woul d have conf r ont ed t he
r eal i t y of t he power of t he r esour ce- based cor por at i ons t o r esi st and subver t t he
pol i ci es of hi nt er l and gover nment s ( f or exampl e, I nco as document ed by Nel l es)
and t he power of t he Amer i can gover nment wi t h a t ar i f f - st r uct ur e f avour i ng t he
i mpor t of unpr ocessed r esour ces . I n ef f ect , ser i ous at t ent i on t o t hese mat t er s
woul d have conf r ont ed t he economi c hi st or i an wi t h Canada' s r ol e as a r esour ce
hi nt er l and wi t hi n t he Amer i can empi r e, t hat i s, wi t h Canada' s dependency, and
of f er ed an al t er nat i ve t o t he st er i l i t y of t he new economi c hi st or y . For t he
or t hodox par adi gm, however , what coul d not be r i sked was t he di scover y of
neo- col oni al i sm.

The r at i onal e f or ext endi ng t he st apl e appr oach t o al l ow f or t he i nst i t ut i onal

f act of t he t r ansnat i onal cor por at i on t r anscends t he mat t er of r esour ce-
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pr ocessi ng ; at i ssue i s t he l ar ger r eal i t y of t he emer gent gl obal economy and

pol i t y . The t ask woul d have been f aci l i t at ed by t aki ng advant age of t he Amer i can

l i t er at ur e on t he r i se of t he gi ant cor por at i on and i t s t r ansnat i onal spr ead ( f or

exampl e, t he wor k of Al f r ed Chandl er and Mi r a Wi l ki ns) , 28 not t o speak of t he

Amer i can r evi si oni st hi st or i ans . Not wi t hst andi ng t he f ai l ur e t o do so - except

by t he hi st or i an St ephen Schei nber g - i mpor t ant wor k was done on f or ei gn

owner shi p, al bei t most l y on t he cont empor ay phenomenon ( by, f or exampl e,

Ai t ken hi msel f , t he ear l y St ephen Hymer and Kar i Levi t t ) and on Canadi an

nat i onal i sm as a r eact i on t o i t by Abr ahamRot st ei n bui l di ng on Kar l Pol anyi . 29

Agai nst t hi s, and par t i cul ar l y t he l at t er , t he neo- cl assi ci st s wheel ed out t hei r

heavi est cannon ; i t al l smacked of economi c nat i onal i sm, danger ous nonsense by

second- r at e Canadi an academi cs i n bed wi t h second- r at e Canadi an busi nessmen . 3 o

The t r ansnat i onal cor por at i ons of t he cent r e and t he br anch pl ant economy of

t he per i pher y wer e r educed by Canadi an economi st s t o t he si ngl e equat i on : t he

Canadi an t ar i f f cr eat ed i nef f i ci ent i ndust r y . What coul d have been a pr omi si ng

appr oach was emascul at ed i n t he name of t he most l i t er al neo- cl assi cal

or t hodoxy ; nat ur e shoul d copy ar t and Canadi an secondar y manuf act ur i ng coul d

si nk or swi mon t he t i de of f r ee t r ade . A l ess i deol ogi cal r esponse coul d have l ed

t o t he wr i t i ng of genui ne i ndust r i al hi st or y - somet hi ng t hat has st i l l not been

done. Fr omt he per spect i ve of economi c hi st or y pr oper , i t woul d have been t he

most usef ul way t o bui l d on I nni s - by bl endi ng t he f act of dependent

i ndust r i al i zat i on expl i ci t l y i nt o t he st apl e appr oach - and, by pr ovi di ng cr i t i cal

bui l di ng bl ocks t hat t he economi st i s best equi pped t o pr ovi de, woul d have gi ven

a f i r m f oundat i on t o t he wor k of pol i t i cal , soci al and l abour hi st or i ans 3 ' and l ed

t her eby t o a new, but st i l l or t hodox synt hesi s . " The sur f ace of t he economi c

hi st or y of moder n Canada has bar el y been scr at ched, and unt i l t hat t ask i s t aken

up syst emat i cal l y i t wi l l be i mpossi bl e t o wr i t e a convi nci ng newsynt hesi s of our

past " ( Cook) . 32

What was above al l at r i sk was t he di scover y of dependency - a possi bi l i t y

t hat coul d not be t ol er at ed, f or t o do so woul d r i sk l egi t i mi zi ng nat i onal i sm. The

r esul t was t o st r angl e economi c hi st or y of t he I nni s var i et y . Thi s decl i ne of

economi c hi st or y i s evi dence of t he hi gh cost of t he evasi on and suppr essi on t hat

i nher es i n t he domi nant par adi gm. The st apl e t heor y was at best t ol er at ed onl y

wi t hi n t he cont ext of t he Macki nt osh ver si on wher e i t coul d, by quant i t at i ve

t est i ng, pr ovi de wor k f or economi c hi st or i ans deemed appr opr i at e by

economi st s . Nor wer e t he hi st or i ans pr oper gui l t l ess ; Paul Cr aven ( who cal l s t he

Macki nt osh ver si on " t he whi g- st apl es vi ew" ) wr i t es wi t h r espect t o j . B .

Br ebner ' s cl assi c Nor t h At l ant i c Tr i angl e :

Br ebner ' s r ef i nement of t he whi g- st apl es appr oach was t o

make i t expl i ci t l y cont i nent al i st i n scope . The st apl es

or i ent at i on of t he Canadi an economy was an expr essi on of

nat ur al advant age, and t he expansi on of t he t ur n of t he cent ur y
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r ef l ect ed a cont i nent al par t ner shi p bet ween a hi ghl y

i ndust r i al i zed Uni t ed St at es r unni ng shor t of nat ur al r esour ces

and a newl y uni t ed Canada r i ch i n t hem. 33

I f t he ear l y I nni s was l aunder ed, t he l at er I nni s was si mpl y beyond t he ken .

Even t hose ot her wi se sympat het i c t o I nni s ( l i ke East er br ook) f ai l ed t o see any

message i n I nni s' l at er wr i t i ngs f or Canadi an economi c hi st or y, and cer t ai nl y not

hi s r ecogni t i on of Canada' s i ncr easi ngl y sat el l i t i c st at us ( cont ai ned i n t he now

of t en- quot ed phr ase of " col ony t o nat i on t o col ony" ) nor hi s t r enchant war ni ngs

agai nst t he newl y i nt ensi f i ed economi c i mper i al i sm of t he Uni t ed St at es backed

by t he mi ght of t he mi l i t ar y and t he mass medi a . The cost s of compar t ment -

al i zi ng I nni s i nt o t he st apl es phase and t he communi cat i ons phase have been
ver y hi gh f or Canadi an economi c hi st or y .

These mat t er s cut deepl y, f or t hey t el l us much about t he col oni al i nt el l ect ual

and t he col oni zat i on of t he mi nd. Wr i t es John Wat son :

I t i s I nni s' col oni al backgr ound whi ch pr ovi des an expl anat i on

f or hi s i nt el l ect ual t r agedy . I t of f er ed hi mt he or i ent at i on and

subj ect mat t er whi ch event ual l y l ed, at t he hei ght of t he Col d

War , t o hi s i nci si ve cr i t i que of Amer i can i mper i al i sm. And yet ,

t he same backgr ound di ct at ed t hat hi s t hought , t hough l auded,

woul d not be f ul l y appr eci at ed and pur sued. 3 4

Wat son cal l s t hi s " col oni al myopi a" ; not t o admi t Canada' s col oni al si t uat i on was

a way f or t he Canadi an i nt el l ect ual t o avoi d f aci ng hi s own col oni al si t uat i on .

Ar e- st at ed st apl e t heor y of gr owt h i n t er ms of t he l eadi ng r ol e of expor t s and

i n t he cont ext of an i nt er nat i onal economy power f ul l y i nf l uenced by

t r ansnat i onal cor por at i ons was one possi bl i t y ; anot her was ( and i s) t he
devel opment of an I nni si an t heor y of gr owt h i n t er ms of r i gi di t i es, monopol i es,
i mbal ances, r adi cal i nst abi l i t y, et c . Even a casual r eader of I nni s qui ckl y becomes

awar e of hi s concer n wi t h const r ai nt s r esul t i ng f r om over head cost s, unused

capaci t y, t he bur den of debt , and so on . Robi n Nei l l was t he f i r st t o syst emat i cal l y

dr aw our at t ent i on t o I nni s' emphasi s on t he cycl oni c nat ur e of economi c

devel opment i n Canada. ( The cont r ast wi t h t he Macki nt osh concept i on i s st ar k . )

Dr ache has now gener al i zed t hese t hemes i n I nni s' wr i t i ngs i nt o an I nni si an

t heor y of Canadi an capi t al i st devel opment . 35 Or t hodox economi cs of f er s an

equi l i br i um model of capi t al i st gr owt h t hr ough mar ket s, l i nkages, har moni es,

et c . I nni s of f er s us, Dr ache suggest s, a di sequi l i br i um model of r i gi di t i es ; i n

ef f ect , a speci al , or l i mi t i ng, case wi t hi n t he gener al model , wi t h t he f ur t her

cr i t i cal f eat ur e t hat , unl i ke t he neo- cl assi cal equi l i br i um model , i t i s an

open- ended, or di al ect i cal , model . I n Dr ache' s t er ms, " r i gi di t i es" r esul t i n

" i ncompl et e devel opment " or dependency . Wat son i ndependent l y makes t he
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same poi nt : " I n t he ' st apl es' per i od I nni s was pr i mar i l y concer ned wi t h

I cycl oni cs' or r adi cal i nst abi l i t y . . . " ; " By def i ni t i on, an under st andi ng of t he

hi nt er l and cont ext r evol ves ar ound a concept i on of i mbal ance, or di sequi l i br i um

or dependency" 36 Not wi t hst andi ng t he shar p cont r ast wi t h t he neo- cl assi cal

model , Dr ache r emi nds us t hat I nni s never f ul l y abandoned neo- cl assi cal

economi cs . Rat her , t he neo- cl assi ci st s abandoned hi m. They have i gnor ed and

suppr essed t he essence of I nni si an t heor y because i t was necessar y t o do so t o

avoi d f aci ng i t s i mpl i cat i ons of i nher ent t endenci es t owar d hi nt er l and

dependency . 31 Si gni f i cant l y, Dr ache shows us how I nni s can be under st ood

wi t hi n t he l i ber al par adi gm, t hough he hi msel f opt s f or t he per spect i ve of t he

Mar xi st par adi gm.

What act ual l y happened was not t he r eal i zat i on of any of t hese possi bl i t i es, but

r at her t he dest r uct i on of I nni si an economi c hi st or y ; t he l at t er bei ng cent r al t o

pol i t i cal economy, i t s dest r uct i on cont r i but ed t o t he dest r uct i on of pol i t i cal

economy . I t i s usef ul t o i magi ne what mi ght have been . A cent r al t heme f or I nni s

and hi s school was t he not i on of " cent r e- mar gi n" ; i n f act , I t hi nk we shoul d say

t he cent r al t heme i n t hat , f ol l owi ng East er br ook, i t i s a uni f yi ng t heme f or

hi st or i cal anal ysi s . The t er mi nol ogy i s I nni s' , f r omhi s mast er f ul " Concl usi on" t o

The Fur Tr ade i n Canada, wher e he wr i t es of " t he di scr epancy bet ween t he cent r e

and t he mar gi n of west er n ci vi l i zat i on . " 38 Ot her s have r ephr ased t he t heme i n

t he mor e popul ar t er mi nol ogy of " met r opol i s- hi nt er l and . "

The t heme i s i ndeed per vasi ve i n t he wr i t i ngs of t he ol d pol i t i cal economy .

Donal d Cr ei ght on' s Laur ent i an school of Canadi an hi st or i ogr aphy, t he

count er par t t o I nni s' st apl e appr oach, expl or ed t he i nt er act i on of economi cs and

pol i t i cs i n t he cr eat i on of a t r anscont i nent al nat i onal economy, t he empi r e of t he

St . Lawr ence bor n and r ebor n . 39 No one has shown as ef f ect i vel y as Cr ei ght on t he

power of t hi s t heme t o f ocus on t he ' separ at eness' of nor t her n Nor t h Amer i ca.

Canada as ' hi nt er l and' i s expl i ci t t hr oughout . The bel eaguer ed St . Lawr ence

mer chant s f ace not onl y t he compet i t i on of New Yor k/ Al bany, but t he

i ndi f f er ence of t he Br i t i sh Col oni al Of f i ce t o t hei r gr and ( sub- ) i mper i al desi gns .

On t he whol e, t hough, t he met r opol i s- hi nt er l and r el at i onshi p wi t hi n t he Br i t i sh

Empi r e i s seen as a mut ual l y benef i ci al r at her t han expl oi t at i ve ar r angement , at

l east i n cont r ast t o l at er exper i ence wi t hi n t he Amer i can empi r e ( a si mi l ar bi as i s

evi dent i n I nni s' wr i t i ng and i s i nst r uct i ve i n under st andi ng t he nat ur e of hi s

nat i onal i sm) . The r i se of t he empi r e of t he St . Lawr ence i n t he Br i t i sh er a i s

f ol l owed by i t s " decl i ne and f al l " i n t he Amer i can er a4° and t he successor s t o Si r

John A. Macdonal d become l i t t l e mor e t han puppet s t hat dance t o t he t une of

Amer i can i mper i al i sm; t o r ead Cr ei ght on i s never t o be i n doubt t hat Canada i s

now an Amer i can dependency .

Wher e he er r s" i s i n exagger at i ng t he nat i onal i smof t he Nat i onal Pol i cy, and

i n bl ami ng Mackenzi e Ki ng f or a br anch pl ant economy whose or i gi ns ar e t o be

f ound i n t he year s i mmedi at el y af t er 1879 and whi ch was al r eady f ul l y evi dent by

1913 i n t he l eadi ng sect or s of t he Second I ndust r i al Revol ut i on . Macdonal d' s

Nat i onal Pol i cy pol i t i cal l y had an aur a of " home r ul e" 42 and " Amer i can i ndust r y

i n Canada" economi cal l y ; t he basi s was f ul l y l ai d f or t he " unequal al l i ance" 43 of
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hi nt er l and and met r opol e . I ndeed, even t he St . Lawr ence mer chant s of t he ear l y

Cr ei ght on l i mi t ed t hemsel ves t o sear chi ng f or a bet t er deal wi t hi n t he Br i t i sh

Empi r e ; when i t f ai l ed i n t he l at e 1840s, not a f ewof t hemsought t o move f ul l y

i nt o t he Amer i can empi r e; t hey wer e a most col oni al - mi nded gr oup . 44 What

f ol l ows, t hen, i s t hat Canada has al ways been mor e of a hi nt er l and or col ony

( subj ect ed t o, and i t s el i t es compl i ci t i n, met r opol i t an i mper at i ves) t han

Cr ei ght on t el l s us - t hough none of t hi s i s t o deny t hat Cr ei ght on deser ves

enor mous cr edi t f or mai nt ai ni ng t he f ocus on dependency .

I n economi c hi st or y based on t he st apl e appr oach, t he f ocus on t he hi nt er l and

st at us of Canada was l ess f i r ml y mai nt ai ned . I n par t , t he pr obl emwas t he i ni t i al

di f f er ence bet ween I nni s and Macki nt osh, and t hei r i nf l uence . Macki nt osh' s

st udy f or t he Rowel l - Si r oi s Commi ssi on const i t ut ed a gener al economi c hi st or y

of t he year s f r omConf eder at i on t o t he ' 30s ( t he i mpr essi ve hi st or i cal over vi ew

of Book I of t he Repor t ) ; i t shows, i n conj unct i on wi t h Cr ei ght on on t he

i mmedi at e pr e- Conf eder at i on per i od, how a nat i onal pol i t y and economy wer e

cr eat ed but t he pr obl emof gr owi ng Amer i can i nf l uence ( beyond t he r e-

or i ent at i on of Canadi an t r ade pat t er ns) i s i gnor ed . To East er br ook, who

cl ear l y wor ked out of t he I nni s t r adi t i on, Canada i s char act er i zed by a cent r al i zed,

mor e cont r ol l ed ki nd of gr owt h ( " a pat t er n of per si st ence" appr opr i at e t o a

" mar gi n" ) , i n cont r ast t o t he mor e vi t al and di ver si f i ed devel opment of t he

Uni t ed St at es ( " a pat t er n of t r ansf or mat i on" appr opr i at e t o a " cent r e" ) . The

not i on of Canada as a sat el l i t e of t he Uni t ed St at es woul d appear i nher ent t o such

a vi ew, but East er br ook' s wr i t i ng cont ai ns l i t t l e t hat i s expl i ci t on Canadi an

dependency . 45

I n t he cent r e- mar gi n/ met r opol i s- hi nt er l and f r amewor k, t her e i s not onl y an

ext er nal di mensi on, but al so an i nt er nal di mensi on of i nt er nal met r opol i s ( or
sub- met r opol i s) / i nt er nal hi nt er l ands . I nni s' wr i t i ngs, not wi t hst andi ng hi s

emphasi s on t he ' nat ur al ness' of Canada i n t er ms of geogr aphy ( t he St . Lawr ence
Ri ver and t he Pr ecambr i an Shi el d) and t he char act er of t he gr eat st apl e t r ades of
f ur and wheat , al ways show a f i r m gr asp of t hi s ( f r om t he gr i evances of t he

West er n f ar mer s agai nst t he C. P. R. i n hi s f i r st book t o t hose of t he Mar i t i me

Pr ovi nces agai nst Cent r al Canada i n The Cod Fi sher i es, and hi s appendi x t o t he

1951 Royal Commi ssi on on Tr anspor t at i on) . 46 I n many ways, t he most

i mpor t ant wr i t i ng i n t he I nni s t r adi t i on has been t he devel opment of t hi s t heme :

f or exampl e, S. D. Cl ar k on t he Canadi an f r ont i er , wi t h i t s pr ot est movement s as

cont r ol l ed mar gi ns ; A. R. M. Lower on t he f or est f r ont i er and t he ' r i p- of f ' by

Tor ont o and, beyond, New Yor k ; W. L. Mor t on on t he West - r egi onal hi st or y

i mpor t ant i n i t s own r i ght and essent i al , gi ven t he i nt er pl ay of economi c cent r es

and subor di nat e ar eas, t o t he wr i t i ng of nat i onal hi st or y; Geor ge Br i t nel l on t he

i mpact of wheat on t he West ; Ver non Fowke on t he expl oi t at i on of t he west er n

f ar mer by t he Nat i onal Pol i cy ; C. B. Macpher son on t he pol i t i cal pr ot est of

Al ber t a wheat f ar mer s and i t s l i mi t at i on ( emphasi zed, i n t he same ser i es on

Soci al Cr edi t , by J . B. Mal l or y' s st udy of f eder al i sm) ; A. G. Bai l ey on t he cul t ur e

of t he Mar i t i me Pr ovi nces as a mar gi nal ar ea. 4 '

The cent r e/ mar gi n or met r opol i s/ hi nt er l and f r amewor k i s not onl y
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t wo- di mensi onal ; what i s al so cr i t i cal i s t he i nt er r el at edness of t he t wo . Agai n

t hi s was cl ear l y under st ood by I nni s, as i s evi dent i n t he f ol l owi ng passage f i r st

publ i shed i n 1937 :

The end of t he per i od of expansi on based on t he St . Lawr ence

and t r ade wi t h Gr eat Br i t ai n coi nci ded r oughl y wi t h t he

achi evement of domi ni on st at us whi ch f ol l owed t he Gr eat War

and whi ch was mar ked by t he St at ut e of West mi nst er . The end

of t he st r uggl e f or cont r ol over ext er nal pol i cy has been

f ol l owed by pr obl ems of i nt er nal pol i cy ; and t he decl i ne of t he

St . Lawr ence as a f act or cont r i but i ng t o t he cent r al i zat i on of

t he Domi ni on has been accompani ed by t he i ncr easi ng

i mpor t ance of r egi onal i smevi dent i n t he gr owt h of t he power s

of t he pr ovi nces . . . . The ext ensi on of t he Amer i can empi r e, t he

decl i ne of i t s nat ur al r esour ces, and t he emer gence of
met r opol i t an ar eas, suppor t ed capi t al i st expansi on i n Canada

and r ei nf or ced t he t r end of r egi onal i sm. The pul l t o t he nor t h

and sout h has t ended t o become st r onger i n cont r ast wi t h t he

pul l east and west . "

Hi s l at er wr i t i ngs show a per si st ent concer n wi t h t hi s i ssue of pol i t i cal

di si nt egr at i on and bal kani zat i on i n t he f ace of Amer i cani zat i on . Gar t h

St evenson r ef er s t o t hi s as a " t hi n l i ne of i nt el l ect ual t r adi t i on, whi ch . . . has . . .

dr awn at t ent i on t o t he r el at edness of t he i nt er nal and ext er nal t hr eat s . " 49

I ndeed, not al l i f I nni s' successor s have been abl e t o keep t hei r eyes f ocused

t o see bot h t hr eat s and t hei r deadl y i nt er act i on . Cr ei ght on power f ul l y ana-

l yses t he ext er nal t hr eat , but has no sympat hy f or " r egi onal i sm. " " I n al l hi s

wor ks, " Ber ger t el l s us, " Cr ei ght on concent r at ed on t he cent r e, not on t he

per i pher y of t he count r y . . . . He vi ewed wi t h sar cast i c di sf avour bot h t he gr owt h of

pr ovi nci al power s and schol ar l y ef f or t s concent r at ed on r egi onal hi st or y. " so

Mor t on, on t he ot her hand, i n Ber ger ' s el egant phr aseol ogy, mai nt ai ned " t he

del i cat e bal ance of r egi on and nat i on. "

I n r ecent year s, t he Quebec quest i on has i ncr easi ngl y i nt r uded upon t hi s
mat t er . The i ssue i s not cent r al t o I nni s - i ndeed, t her e i s l i t t l e i n hi s wr i t i ngs
about Quebec whi ch speaks t o hi s l i mi t at i ons as an Engl i sh- Canadi an i nt el l ect ual

- but i t has much exer ci sed hi s successor s whose r esponses st ar kl y i ndi cat e t he
l i mi t at i ons, i f not of I nni s, t hen of t he school . Cr ei ght on' s r ej ect i on of t he

nat i onal i st aspi r at i ons of t he Quebecoi s ar e wel l known and consi st ent wi t h hi s

gener al st and on r egi onal i sm, but what may be mor e si gni f i cant i s t he vehemence

wi t h whi ch bot h Mor t on and Lower have t aken t he same posi t i on on Quebeos 1

despi t e t hei r gener al t ol er ance of r egi onal i sm ( and Mor t on' s l ong- st andi ng
sympat hy wi t h t he r i ght s of f r ancophones as wel l as Lower ' s f or t he aspi r at i ons
of Quebecer s) . I do not pr et end t o know wher e I nni s mi ght have st ood on t he
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mat t er of Quebec, but i t must be i nsi st ed upon t hat he was consi st ent l y suspi ci ous

of cent r al i zat i on . He wr ot e of " t he l ack of uni t y whi ch has pr eser ved Canadi an

uni t y . . . " and of " t he common basi s of uni on ( bei ng) one of debt and t axes . " '

Accor di ng t o Nei l l : " He exposed t he under l yi ng f or ces bot h of uni t y and

di ver si t y, f or t he most par t emphasi zi ng t he l at t er " , 53 and Ber ger adds : " I nni s

may have demonst r at ed t he case f or Canadi an uni t y, but t hi s di mensi on of hi s

accompl i shment was exagger at ed by t hose who wer e ei t her obl i vi ous of , or chose

t o i gnor e, hi s own host i l i t y t o cent r al i zat i on of power and hi s concer n wi t h

st apl es t hat had di ver se ef f ect s on t he count r y . " 54 I n t he cont ext of t he r ecent use

( t hat i s, mi suse) of nat i onal uni t y t o put down t he aspi r at i ons of t he Quebecoi s, i t

i s essent i al t o i nsi st t hat appeal t o t he ol d pol i t i cal economy need not l ock us i nt o

a one- Canada, ant i - Quebec posi t i on .

The di scussi on may al so cast l i ght on t he ar gument by Wi l l i am Chr i st i an t hat

I nni s was not a nat i onal i st . " I t i s, t o say t he l east , an or i gi nal posi t i on, t he

count er - posi t i on bei ng hel d by such di ver se peopl e as Cr ei ght on, Br ebner ,

Ber ger , Dr ache, Nei l l , Cook, et c . I n t er ms of t he above, Chr i st i an makes t wo

el ement ar y er r or s . He f ai l s t o di st i ngui sh bet ween t he nat i onal i sm of t he cent r e

and t he nat i onal i sm of t he per i pher y ; t hat i s, bet ween agr essi ve nat i onal i sm

and def ensi ve nat i onal i sm, t he f i r st bei ng i mper i al i st and t he second

ant i - i mper i al i st . Secondl y, he shows no gr asp at al l of t he t wo- di mensi onal

char act er of t he cent r e- mar gi n di al ect i c and of t he need, i n t he Canadi an cont ext ,

t o di st i ngui sh bet ween nat i onal i smas " nat i onal i ndependence" and nat i onal i sm

as " nat i onal uni t y" ( or what Dr ache has cal l ed, r espect i vel y, t he nat i onal i sm of

dependency or sel f - det er mi nat i on and t he nat i onal i sm of domi nat i on 56 . Wi t h

a popul i st - l i ke di st r ust of t he Ot t awa est abl i shment , I nni s di d not r el at e wel l t o

t he l at t er . Thi s i s not t o deny t he subt l et y of I nni s' posi t i on, par t i cul ar l y i n hi s

l at er wor ks, nor t he i mpor t ant poi nt made by Wat son ( hi nt ed at by Ber ger but

whi ch escapes Chr i st i an) t hat " I nni s was not an ant i - i mper i al i st i n t he sense of

havi ng a pr ej udi ce agai nst l ar ge- scal e empi r es . On t he cont r ar y, he f el t t he

bal anced empi r e r epr esent ed t hat whi ch was best i n human achi evement . " 51

Thi s coul d have been Chr i st i an' s st r ongest ar gument f or t he vi ewt hat I nni s was

not a nat i onal i st , but i t was t he f at al f l aw - f or Chr i st i an' s ar gument - t hat i s

al so expl ai ns why I nni s was, i n hi s l at er year s, a Canadi an nat i onal i st . For , t o

agai n Wat son, I nni s " was an ant i - i mper i al i st i n t he moder n sense of bei ng

commi t t ed t o opposi ng t he i mbal ance ( i n t he f or mof mi l i t ar y expansi oni sm)

of cont empor ar y empi r es . " 58 Thi s shows t he i mpor t ance of r el at i ng i deas t o

t he under st andi ng of pr axi s . At t he same t i me, i t demonst r at es t he sever e pi t -

f al l s i nher ent t o t ext ual cr i t i ci sm per se. 59

Anot her maj or t heme f or I nni s and t he school was t hat of " t he st at e and

economi c l i f e . " I n t he nat ur e of t he case, t he t heme l i nked economi cs ( or

economi c hi st or y) and pol i t i cal sci ence ; i t al so st ood out as a t heme f or hi st or i ans

( par t i cul ar l y Cr ei ght on) and f or t he soci ol ogi st S. D. Cl ar k . b° An ar gument

cent r al t o I nni s was t hat t he hi nt er l and st at e i t sel f was al most a by- pr oduct of t he

exi genci es of st apl e pr oduct i on as def i ned by t he i mper i al st at e . Bot h t he Act of

Uni on and Conf eder at i on wer e essent i al l y di ct at ed by t he need t o cr eat e a l ar ger
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st at e t o pr ovi de secur i t y f or f or ei gn capi t al t o bui l d f i r st t he canal s and t hen t he

r ai l ways t o f aci l i t at e t he movement of st apl es ; Cr ei ght on' s Br i t i sh Nor t h

Amer i ca at Conf eder at i on br i l l i ant l y document ed t he l at t er . Wi t hi n economi c

hi st or y pr oper , Fowke and Ai t ken showed how " t he st at e and economi c l i f e"

coul d be a power f ul uni f yi ng t heme t o t he l ong sweep of Canadi an hi st or y whi l e

Al f r ed Dubuc, i n anot her semi nal ar t i cl e, spoke di r ect l y of t he post - Conf eder at i on

per i od and t he mat er i al basi s f or t he er osi on of f eder al aut hor i t y . 61 I n pol i t i cal

sci ence, Dr ache cont r ast s t he ol der st at i st t r adi t i on of J . A. Cor r y ( t hat i s, t he st at e

act i vel y engaged i n t he pr ocess of cr eat i ng economi c gr owt h) wi t h t he new

" soci al democr at i c" t heor i st s ( f or exampl e, Fr ank Scot t and Eugene For sey) and

t he r ol e of t he st at e as a housekeeper i n an advanced capi t al i st economy . I n t he

l at t er , dependency t ends t o dr op away i n a manner anal ogous t o i t s f at e i n t he

Macki nt osh appr oach ( r el at i ve t o t he I nni s appr oach) . Pol i t i cal sci ence, l i ke

economi cs, ceases t o be pol i t i cal economy . 6 z C. B. Macpher son has descr i bed how

t he sear ch f or di sci pl i ne aut onomy, i n t he cont ext of Amer i can i nf l uence, wor ked

t o sever t he l i nk bet ween t he st at e and economi c l i f e :

Much i ngenui t y has been used by Amer i can pol i t i cal sci ent i st s,

i n t he l ast t went y or t hi r t y year s par t i cul ar l y, i n st aki ng out a

t er r i t or y di st i nct f r om any ot her soci al sci ence . The

behavi our al i st s and syst ems anal yst s f el t t hat t hey had t o

est abl i sh t hei r cl ai ms t o a ' new' pol i t i cal sci ence . The way t o

escape f r om t he conf i nes of st udyi ng i nst i t ut i ons was t o see

pol i t i cs as an act i vi t y . . . Not wi shi ng t o wor k wi t h ' t he st at e' as

t he cent r al concept , as t he ol der pol i t i cal sci ence had done, a

f or mul at i on whi ch had at l east al l owed some i nt er est i n t he

r el at i on bet ween t he st at e and economi c l i f e, t he newmen i n

ef f ect bui l t wal l s bet ween t he st udy of t he st at e and t he st udy of

t he economy . 63

A r et ur n t o a cent r al concer n wi t h t he st at e and economy- bui l di ng i s nowevi dent

i n gener al and, i n par t i cul ar , i n i mpor t ant wr i t i ngs on t he pr ovi nces . The

r el evant di sci pl i nes ar e mor e of t en pol i t i cal sci ence and hi st or y t han economi cs

or economi c hi st or y, and t he aut hor s ar e, t o some ext ent , seen, by t hemsel ves and

ot her s, as par t of t he new pol i t i cal economy and not mer el y as par t of t he

est abl i shed or der of t hei r di sci pl i nes . 64

To r et ur n t o t he openi ng t heme, I have ar gued t hat , post - Wor l d War I I , t he

domi nant par adi gmi n economi cs suppr essed I nni s whi l e payi ng hi ml i t t l e mor e

t han l i p ser vi ce . But t he l ar ger r eal i t i es of t he wor l d coul d not be i ndef i ni t el y

suppr essed. I n t he wor l d of i deas, pol i t i cal economy i n gener al and Mar xi smi n

par t i cul ar have r evi ved i n t he Uni t ed St at es and el sewher e, i ncl udi ng Canada, i n

t he past t en t o f i f t een year s ; f or Canada, t hi s shoul d be evi dent f r omt he

bi bl i ogr aphi c r ef er ences pr esent ed so f ar i n t hi s paper . Thi s devel opment can be

2 5



MEL WATKI NS

pr esumed t o r ef l ect t he gr eat er cont r adi ct i ons of capi t al i sm t hat mani f est

t hemsel ves i n t he newer a of economi c cr i si s . The neo- cl assi cal par adi gm i s agai n

i n t r oubl e. As t he Keynesi an consensus br oke down - i n t he f ace of per si st ant

unempl oyment and per manent i nf l at i on, or so- cal l ed st agf l at i on - i t was met ,

f i r st and f or emost , by a r et r eat t o pr e- Keynesi ani sm cal l ed monet ar i sm. At t he

same t i me, Mar xi sm, dor mant si nce t he 30s, exper i enced a maj or r evi val i n t he

cont ext of t he ant i war and st udent r adi cal i smof t he l at e 60s and ear l y 70s, whi l e

Keynesi ani sm, i n t he f ace of monet ar i sm, t r ansf or med i t sel f i nt o a mor e

i nst i t ut i onal i st , or Gal br ai t hi an, post - Keynesi ani sm. I n Canada, because of t he

cent r al i mpor t ance of dependency, t hese devel opment s have been ani mat ed by a

power f ul st r and of nat i onal i sm i nher ent t o di ssent f r omt he or t hodox par adi gm

wi t h i t s cosmopol i t an, or pr o- i mper i al i st , bi as t owar d f r ee t r ade and f r ee

mobi l i t y of capi t al . Hence, t her e has been a r evi val of i nt er est i n I nni s pr eci sel y

be of hi s under st andi ng of Canada' s sat el l i t i c posi t i on, hi s di st r ust of

or t hodox economi cs and, not wi t hst andi ng Chr i st i an, hi s nat i onal i sm when i t

mat t er ed . I n t he cont ext of t he r evi val of pol i t i cal economy and t he r i ght - wi ng

bi as of t he domi nant monet ar i st , or neo- conser vat i ve economi cs, I nni s became,

by def aul t , t he pr oper t y of t he l ef t . Thi s i s admi t t edl y i r oni c gi ven I nni s' own

unwi l l i ngness t o have any t r uck or t r ade wi t h t he i nt el l ect ual l ef t , par t i cul ar l y as

r epr esent ed by t he League f or Soci al Reconst r uct i on i n t he 1930s . bs

I t i s a t r i but e t o t he vi t al i t y of t he new pol i t i cal economy i n Canada - al bei t

mor e evi dent i n pol i t i cal sci ence, soci ol ogy, hi st or y and ant hr opol ogy t han i n

economi cs pr oper - t hat i t woul d necessi t at e a separ at e paper t o descr i be i t wi t h

any j ust i ce . bb Br i ef comment s must suf f i ce her e .

Though I mysel f amnot i n doubt as t o t he l egacy of t he ol d pol i t i cal economy of

I nni s and hi s school , t wo qual i f i cat i ons ar e i n or der . The f i r st i s t hat t her e has

been i ncr easi ng i nt er est i n I nni s by schol ar s who woul d, I pr esume, not wi sh t o be

seen as t ai nt ed ei t her by t he l ef t i sh or nat i onal i st bi ases of t he new pol i t i cal

economy : The l eadi ng case i n poi nt woul d be Wi l l i am Chr i st i an, ar guabl y t he

most pr oduct i ve of I nni si an schol ar s . 61 One must al so i ncl ude under t hi s headi ng

an i nt er est i n I nni s wi t hi n or t hodox wr i t i ng t hat consi st s not mer el y i n i gnor i ng

and negl ect i ng hi m but i n expl i ci t at t acks agai nst hi m. The most i mpor t ant

exampl e her e i s Wi l l i am Eccl es' " bel at ed r evi ew" of I nni s' Fur Tr ade : i t i s a

t r i but e t o t he new pol i t i cal economy t hat t hi s i nst ant l y pr oduced an i mpr essi ve

def ense of I nni s and r ebut t al of Eccl es by Hugh Gr ant . b8 A r ecur r i ng t heme of

t hi s paper i s t he nat ur e of par adi gms ; t he i ssue bet ween Eccl es and I nni s, and

Eccl es and Gr ant , t hen, consi st s of t he cont r ast bet ween t he pol i t i cal economy

par adi gm of I nni s and Gr ant and t he or t hodox Canadi an hi st or y par adi gm of

Eccl es wi t h i t s enor mous di st r ust of expl i ci t t heor i zi ng and i t s t endency t o see

economi c anal ysi s as i nher ent l y det er mi ni st i c ( t hough i t shoul d be bor ne i n mi nd

her e t hat t hat ot her di st i ngui shed Canadi an hi st or i an, Car l Ber ger , i s most l y

f avour abl e t o I nni s) .

The second qual i f i cat i on i s t hat some wi t hi n t he newpol i t i cal economy who

l abel t hemsel ves Mar xi st pol i t i cal economi st s t he bet t er t o di st i ngui sh

t hemsel ves f r ompol i t i cal economi st s i n gener al ar e cr i t i cal of t he I nni s l egacy,
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hol di ng i t t o be count er - pr oduct i ve t o t he devel opment of Mar xi st pol i t i cal
economy . The l eadi ng i nst ances her e ar e Davi d McNal l y' s j ust - publ i shed cr i t i que
bot h of t he st apl e t heor y and t hose of us who have wr i t t en of t he weddi ng of
I nni s and Mar x. b 9 At t he r i sk of t r yi ng t he pat i ence of t he r eader , what i s at i ssue
i s t he nat ur e of par adi gms and so we so we shoul d not be sur pr i sed t hat some new
pol i t i cal economi st s ar e mor e r i gi d or doct r i nai r e t han ot her s . I t cannot be
deni ed, however , t hat what al l but t he most sect ar i an woul d r egar d as " pol i t i cal
economy" has been i nf l uenced t o some degr ee ( and i n some cases - such as my
own - deci si vel y so) by I nni s and hi s school . As wel l , t he use of t he I nni si an
st r and of pol i t i cal economy has t he gr eat vi r t ue of bei ng a pr ot ect i on agai nst t he
mechani cal appl i cat i on of Mar xi st model s of Canada gener at ed out si de Canada,
what Dr ache has cal l ed " met r opol i t an Mar xi sm. " Si gni f i cant l y, I nni s expl i ci t l y
war ned agai nst t he l i mi t at i ons of i mpor t ed t heor y when he hi msel f set out t o
cr eat e an i ndi genous Canadi an t heor y . 10

Let me make t wo f i nal obser vat i ons on t he I nni s t r adi t i on t hat seem, t o me, t o
be r el evant t o our cont empor ar y si t uat i on . The f i r st i s t hat t he l at er I nni s
depl or ed t he mi l i t ar i sm and i r r at i onal i t y he saw gr i ppi ng t he Uni t ed St at es at
t he t i me of t he or i gi ns of t he Col d War . Once agai n, i n t he t i me of Ronal d Reagan
and t he r e- cr eat i on of t he Col d War , t her e i s sur el y much t o depl or e . The second
seems t o me, f r om r eadi ng Wat son, t o be I nni s' most i mpor t ant message t o

Canadi an i nt el l ect ual s . I t i s t hat we must r ecogni ze, but r ef use t o accept , our l ot
as col oni al i nt el l ect ual s . Thi s paper has been an at t empt t o descr i be t he power f ul
const r ai nt s wi t hi n Canadi an schol ar shi p. I nni s' achi evement i s t he pr oof t hat
t her e i s mor e r oomf or manoeuvr e t han t he or t hodox pr et end and we ar e t oday
t he st r onger f or i t .

But t he l ast wor d I wi l l gi ve t o t he per son who i s ar guabl y t he most
di st i ngui shed cont empor ar y Canadi an i nt el l ect ual , Nor t hr op Fr ye ( al t hough I do
so because hi s poi nt i n t hi s quot at i on i s par t i cul ar l y congeni al ) :

I nni s' s i nf l uence, i n Canada as el sewher e, wi l l gr ow st eadi l y,
because wi t h pr act i ce i n r eadi ng hi m he becomes const ant l y
mor e suggest i ve and r ewar di ng . He was a cur i ousl y t ent at i ve
wr i t er , whi ch may account f or somet hi ng of hi s r at her spast i c
pr ose r hyt hm. He saw t hat ever y new f or mor t echni que
gener at es bot h a posi t i ve i mpul se t o expl oi t i t and a negat i ve
i mpul se, especi al l y st r ong i n uni ver si t i es, t o r esi st i t , and t hat
t he f or mer al ways out manoeuvr es t he' l at t er . But he had some-
t hi ng of what I cal l t he gar r i son ment al i t y i n hi m, t he uni -
ver si t y bei ng st i l l hi s gar r i son f or al l t he obscur ant i sm i n i t
t hat he comment s on so dr yl y . Per haps i t i s not possi bl e t o hol d
a vi si on of t hat scope and r ange st eadi l y i n one' s mi nd wi t hout
a mor e passi onat e commi t ment t o soci et y as wel l as t o
schol ar shi p. 7 l
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Not es
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Conf er ence of t he At l ant i c Pr ovi nces Pol i t i cal St udi es Associ at i on, Char l ot t et own,
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