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Recent st at ement s by Pi er r e Tr udeau have conf i r med what many of us have

l ong suspect ed : t he age of l i ber al i smand i t s sensi t i vi t y t o pr obl ems of power i s

over . I Not wi t hst andi ng wi despr ead of f i ci al chat t er about " de- cont r ol s" and

" cut backs" and t he r enewed cal l f or " f r ee mar ket s" , we of t he advanced
capi t al i st wor l d ar e wi t ness t o st at e act i vi t i es unpar al l el ed i n t hei r ext ent ,
sophi st i cat i on, and i nt r usi veness i n t he mar ket - pl ace . Mar x' s except i onal
comment s on t he " huge st at e edi f i ce" of t he Fr ance of hi s day - " a count r y

wher e ever y mouse i s under pol i ce admi ni st r at i on" z - become uni ver sal l y

appl i cabl e t o our t i mes .

I n l i ght of t hese devel opment s, t he r ecent ent husi ast i c r evi val of i nt er est i n
Mar x' s di scussi on of pol i t i cal economy and t he st at e i s l ong over due . Yet t hi s
r enewal ( e . g. t he Mi l i band- Poul ant zas conf r ont at i on3) i s a t hor oughl y

ambi guous, even pr ecar i ous devel opment . Thi s i s because t he pr omi se t hat i t s
r eal i nsi ght s woul d condemn t o obscur i t y t he by- now st al e pol i t i cal " cl assi cs"
of t he Mar xi st t r adi t i on, 4 t ends t o go hand i n hand wi t h at t empt s at a mor e
gener al t heor y of pol i t i cs char act er i zed by a " r et r eat " t o Mar xi an

f or mul at i ons .

Al most i nvar i abl y, t hi s t ext ual r egr essi on i s accompani ed by l ament at i ons
about Mar x' s wel l - known f ai l ur e t o compl et e hi s f or eshadowed f our t h
vol ume ( of a mor e ext ensi ve, si x- par t t r eat i ses) on t he st at e . Si nce Mar x never
ef f ect ed t hi s compr ehensi ve, syst emat i c t heor y of t he capi t al i st st at e, i t i s sai d
t hat t he l at t er i s now onl y possi bl e on t he basi s of a r econst r uct i on of var i ous
of hi s pi eces de ci r const ance. For al l t hei r i mpor t ant di sagr eement s, t hi s i s t he
shar ed poi nt of depar t ur e of Poul ant zas' ear l y cl ai m t hat Mar x and Engel s
under st ood Bonapar t i sm as t he par adi gmat i c t ype of capi t al i st st at e, b
Mi l i band' s der i vat i on of t he t heor y of t he " r el at i ve aut onomy" of t he capi t al i st
st at e f r om a wel l - known Mani f est o passage, ? and Al t vat er ' s " Kapi t al - l ogi k"

anal ysi s of " t he separ at i on of Economy and Pol i t i cs . " 8 Thi s " r et ur n" t o Mar x

49



JOHN KEANE

i s a pr i me and t r oubl i ng exampl e wi t hi n cont empor ar y Mar xi sm of what

Mer l eau- Pont y has cal l ed " t hought i n r et r eat . " 9 Al l egat i ons about t he need
f or an el abor at ed t heor y of t he st at e vi a a r et ur n t o Mar x ar e sympt omat i c of a
st r ong t endency wi t hi n t hi s Mar xi sm: t o pr et end t hat i t has al r eady " f ound

out " about t he wor l d i n whi ch i t l i ves ; t hat i t has di scover ed t hi s wor l d' s modus

oper andi by " r et ur ni ng" t o, and def endi ng vi gor ousl y, t he Mar xi st " r oot s" of

i t s concer ns .

I n my vi ew, t hi s dogmat i c r et r eat i s bound t o under mi ne t he el abor at i on of

a cr i t i cal , emanci pat i on- i nspi r ed t heor y of t he pr esent . Thi s i s because Mar x' s

most gener al t heses on t he moder n st at e and economy ar e cr i t i cal

appr opr i at i ons of t he secr et of t he " l aws of mot i on" of a uni que ensembl e of

condi t i ons i n capi t al i st moder ni t y - namel y, ni net eent h- cent ur y l i ber al

capi t al i sm and i t s st r i ct , dual i st i c separ at i on of t he r eal ms of ci vi l soci et y and

st at e . 10 Wi t h t he expanded i mpor t ance of st at e act i vi t i es under t he condi t i ons

of advanced capi t al i sm, Mar x' s gener al i nsi ght s on pol i t i cal economy, t he

st at e and cr i si s st and i n need of r adi cal r econst r uct i on : t hey have l ost t hei r

obj ect and, hence, t he medi umof t hei r pr act i cal ver i f i cat i on . That t he Mar xi an

cr i t i que of pol i t i cal economy and t he st at e has been out wi t t ed by empi r i cal

devel opment s whi ch i t had not ant i ci pat ed i s t he i ni t i al pr emi se of t he wor k of

Cl aus Of f e : " As we can no l onger r egar d t he syst em of pol i t i cal aut hor i t y as a

mer e r ef l ex or subsi di ar y or gani zat i on f or secur i ng soci al i nt er est s, we ar e

f or ced t o abandon t he t r adi t i onal appr oach, whi ch sought t o r econst r uct t he

pol i t i cal syst emand i t s f unct i ons f r omt he el ement s of pol i t i cal economy . " ' I I n

def ense of Of f e ( who mer el y br oaches t hi s poi nt ) t hi s ar gument needs t o be

wor ked t hr ough t hor oughl y, and Mar x' s cr i t i que of l i ber al capi t al i sml ocat ed

wi t hi n i t s pr oper cont ext . Agai nst t he seduct i ve power of dogmat i c

" r et r eat i sm" ( t o whi ch, as we shal l see, Of f e somet i mes succumbs) , t he

f ol l owi ng ar gument s ar e pr esent ed as a cont r i but i on t o t he shar peni ng of

r ecent debat es on pol i t i cal economy and t he st at e . They ar e f ounded on t he
assumpt i on t hat t he de- myst i f i cat i on of our pr esent necessi t at es t he

cl ar i f i cat i on of our past ; t hat onl y t her eby can t hi s past beocme our s, no

l onger f or got t en, negat ed abst r act l y, or embr aced bl i ndl y .

On Li ber al Capi t al i sm

For Of f e, what was uni que about l i ber al capi t al i smwas t he ext ent t o whi ch
" f r ee" mar ket r el at i ons became hegemoni c . The bour geoi si e st r uggl ed t o

make r eci pr ocal exchange r el at i ons bet ween pr i vat e and al l egedl y

aut onomous commodi t y owner s bot h t he " paceset t i ng" st r uct ur al pr i nci pl e
of t hi s soci et y and t he maj or sour ce of i t s l egi t i mat i on . Soci al bei ng, l anguage

and consci ousness came t o be def i ned and or der ed t hr ough mar ket r el at i ons .
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I n t hi s sense ( and her e Of f e' s ar gument i s pr ef i gur ed ni cel y i n t he wor k of
Neumann, Kar l Pol anyi and Wol i n 1 z) l i ber al capi t al i sm was t he cul mi nat i on
of a pr ocess of soci al evol ut i on whi ch had seen a gr adual di f f er ent i at i on and
" uncoupl i ng" of t he spher e of economi c pr oduct i on and exchange f r omt he
f or mal const r ai nt s of ki nshi p and pol i t i cs . Mar ket capi t al i sm saw bot h t he
emer gence of a spher e of pr oduct i ve r el at i ons, and a pat t er n of i deol ogi cal
t hought and speech ( possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm, t he achi evement pr i nci pl e)
r oot ed di r ect l y wi t hi n t hose r el at i ons and seeki ng t hei r r epr oduct i on . 13 Lat er
i n t hi s essay, t he si gni f i cance of t he l at t er spher e of " symbol i c i nt er act i on" wi l l
be expl or ed i n some dept h . For now, i t shoul d not be f or got t en t hat l i ber al
capi t al i sm' s r el at i ons of pr oduct i on wer e at t he same t i me symbol i c r el at i ons .
Symbol i c codes or " si gn val ues" al r eady exi st ed wi t hi n t he l ogi c of t he
pr oduct i on of exchange and use val ues, r egul at i ng t he accumul at i on pr ocess
by est abl i shi ng f or i t s par t i ci pant s a meani ngf ul , al l egedl y undi st or t ed
uni ver se of di scour se .

Cer t ai nl y, economi c l i ber al i sm and pol i t i cal l i ber al i sm wer e no Si amese
t wi ns . I t i s unt r ue t o say t hat mar ket soci et y and l ai ssez- f ai r e coi nci ded bef or e
t he ni net eent h cent ur y . Locke, f or exampl e, had st r essed t he pr i macy of t he
st at e' s " f eder at i ve" ( i . e . f or ei gn pol i cy) and t he monar ch' s " pr er ogat i ve"
power s over l aw, whi l e Machi avel l i and Hobbes had under st ood t hat t he ver y
char act er of possessi ve mar ket r el at i ons at f i r st pr esupposed ext ensi ve

hi er ar chi cal st at e r egul at i on t o war d of f sever e unempl oyment and economi c
and soci al di sor der . The f or ci bl e cr eat i on of abst r act i ndi vi dual s coul d onl y
succeed under t he aegi s of an abst r act , cent r al i zed st at e . Thi s was pr eci sel y t he
out come of t he absol ut e monar chi es ( e . g. t he Tudor s and ear l y St uar t s) , whi ch
pi l l aged t he chur ch, suppr essed f or ei gn enemi es, and dar ed t o est abl i sh
peacef ul st abi l i t y . 14

Even so, by t he ear l y ni net eent h cent ur y ( Engl and i s per haps pr ot ot ypi cal 1 s)
t he oper at i ons of gover nment wer e mor e and mor e seen t o be di st ur ber s of t he
" har moni es economi ques . " The act i vi t i es of t hi s " ni ght wat chman st at e" ( as
Lasal l e cal l ed i t ) wer e t o be r est r i ct ed t o t he gener al secur i ng of ot her wi se sel f -
r epr oduci ng mar ket condi t i ons : t he har nessi ng of t ax, banki ng and busi ness
l aw t o t he dynami c needs of t he pr ocess of capi t al accumul at i on ; t he
pr ot ect i on of bour geoi s commer ce vi a ci vi l l aw, pol i ce, and t he admi ni st r at i on
of j ust i ce . Fr om wi t hi n t he r anks of ear l y ni net eent h- cent ur y ut i l i t ar i ani sm
came t he st r ongest j ust i f i cat i on f or t he " weakest " st at e commensur at e wi t h t he
cl ass domi nat i on of ci vi l soci et y . I t was Bent ham' s convi ct i on, f or exampl e,
t hat t he most gener al end of l aws wer e but f our i n number : " t o pr ovi de
subsi st ence ; t o pr oduce abundance ; t o f avour equal i t y ; t o mai nt ai n
secur i t y . " 16 Pr oceedi ng f r om hi s t i me- bound assumpt i ons t hat t he gr eat
unwashed mass of l abour er s woul d never seek t o el evat e t hemsel ves above
subsi st ence l evel s except t hr ough f ear of st ar vat i on, and t hat , f or t he mor e
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wel l t o do, t he secur e hope of gai n was t he necessar y and suf f i ci ent st i mul us t o

maxi mumachi evement and pr oduct i vi t y, Bent hamdeduced hi s one " supr eme

pr i nci pl e" of secur i t y of exi st i ng pr oper t y r el at i ons t hr ough t he st at e . The goal

of equal i t y of weal t h was made t o yi el d t o t hat of secur i t y of bot h exi st i ng

pr oper t y and t he r et ur ns on one' s l abour : " I n consul t i ng t he gr and pr i nci pl e of

secur i t y what ought t he l egi sl at or t o decr ee r espect i ng t he mass of pr oper t y

al r eady exi st i ng? . . . He ought t o mai nt ai n t he di st r i but i on as i t i s act ual l y

est abl i shed . . . " 17 The mar ket pr oper t y and symbol i c or der was t her eby

summoned t o shed i t s pol i t i cal ski n ; l i ber al capi t al i sm' s i nst i t ut i onal

f r amewor k and i t s mode of l egi t i mat i on became i mmedi at el y economi c and

onl y medi at el y pol i t i cal . Li t er al l y, soci al l i f e was par t i t i oned : a net wor k of

r ei f i ed pol i t i cal i nst i t ut i ons ( " t he publ i que Swor d" as Hobbes cal l ed i t ) was set

t he t ask of medi at i ng and def endi ng t he anar chy of t he pr i vat e r eal m, i n

whi ch, f r eed f r omt he ol d " per ni ci ous r egul at i ons" , i ndi vi dual s pur sued t hei r

i nt er est s and exer ci sed t hei r nat ur al r i ght s of pr i vat e j udgement .

I t was under t hese de- pol i t i ci zed condi t i ons t hat l abour and exchange

pr ocesses t ook on t hat " t wo- f ol d nat ur e" out l i ned by Mar x : whi l e pr oduci ng

use val ues, l abour i ng act i vi t y al so cr eat ed exchange val ues . Whi l e al l ocat i ng

commodi t i es vi a t he medi umof money, t he exchange pr ocesses of t he mar ket

ser ved t he sel f - expansi on of capi t al and i t s unspoken domi ni on over t hose

who l abour ed . 18 Cl ass domi nat i on st r ove t o become si l ent and anonymous .

Money began t o gover n and t al k . " I n pl ace of t he sl ave dr i ver ' s l ash" not ed

Mar x, " we have t he over seer ' s book of penal t i es . " 19

Accor di ng t o Of f e, t he bour geoi s at t empt at ef f ect i ng t hi s anonymous,

l egal i zed cl ass domi nat i on was possi bl e i nsof ar as t hat st at e ensur ed t he

pr edomi nance of t he pr e- pol i t i cal i nt er est s of t he bour geoi s by t aki ng on a

def ensi ve r ol e ( as out l i ned by Bent ham) ; t hat i s, t he st at e guar ant eed t he sel f -

r epr oduct i on of st r i ct l y del i mi t ed spher es of ci vi l act i vi t y beyond i t s aut hor i t y .

I ndeed, " t he bour geoi s st at e conf i r med i t s cl ass nat ur e pr eci sel y t hr ough t he

mat er i al l i mi t s i t i mposed on i t s aut hor i t y . " z°

Whi l e Of f e does not el abor at e t hi s poi nt , i t i s i mpor t ant t o not e t hat t hi s i s

t he cont ext i n whi ch, i n hi s f amous 1859 f or mul at i on, Mar x spoke cor r ect l y of

t he bour geoi s- const i t ut i onal st at e as " super st r uct ur al " . Thi s st at e was i ndeed

dependent upon t he " r eal f oundat i on" of t hi s per i od, namel y, t hose r el at i ons

of pr oduct i on whi ch const i t ut ed t he economi c st r uct ur es of l i ber al , bour geoi s

soci et y . z 1 Thi s f or mul at i on i s r epeat ed ( al bei t qui t e unsyst emat i cal l y) t hr ough

a wi de sel ect i on of Mar x' s t ext s . Poul ant zas' ear l y cl ai m t hat Bonapar t i sm i s

t hei r cent r al t heme i s but a car el ess and unf ounded over - i nt er pr et at i on . For

exampl e, t he 1859 f or mul at i on i s al r eady f or eshadowed i n - t he cr i t i que of

Hegel , accor di ng t o whose r at her cl assi cal vi ew of pol i t i cs t he moder n st at e

was " t he r eal i t y of concr et e l i ber t y" , t he uni ver sal domai n of enl i ght ened

convi vi al i t y wi t hi n whi ch i ndi vi dual ci t i zens r eal i sed t hei r j udi ci al , mor al and
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pol i t i cal f r eedom. 22 Thr ough t he ci vi l cor por at i ons and t he st at e bur eaucr acy

t he cont r adi ct or y, par t i cul ar i st i c el ement s of ci vi l soci et y wer e t o be br ought

t o r econci l i at i on at t he hi ghest st age of obj ect i ve Spi r i t : t he f or mer wer e seen

t o f unct i on as " f i l t er s" t hr ough whi ch t he bel l um omni um cont r a omnes of

ci vi l soci et y woul d be or gani zed and di r ect ed t owar d t he st at e ; t he

bur eaucr acy, on t he ot her hand, was t o medi at e r at i onal l y bet ween t hese

pr i vat e gr oups .

Accor di ng t o Mar x, i t i s pr eci sel y t hi s " t emper i ng" and uni ver sal i st i c

medi at i on of pr i vat e i nt er est whi ch coul d not be r eal i sed . Hegel ' s concept i on

of t he moder n st at e i s pur el y abst r act - f or mal . Hegel ' s i nt ent i on of over comi ng

t he act ual separ at i on of ci vi l soci et y and st at e act ual l y l eads t o t he concept ual

r e- af f i r mat i on of t he dual i sm. Hegel i s accused of syncr et i sm. Wi t hi n t he

Hegel i an schema, t he act ual ant i nomy of st at e and ci vi l soci et y - whi ch Mar x

t ook t o be a key char act er i st i c of bour geoi s moder ni t y' s at t empt at

est abl i shi ng non- pol i t i cal " r eser vat i ons" of exchange23 - was si mul t aneousl y

r eveal ed and conceal ed : " Bur eaucr acy deni gr at es t he cor por at i on as mer e

appear ance, or r at her want s t o deni gr at e i t , but i t want s t hi s appear ance t o

exi st and bel i eve i n i t s own exi st ence . The cor por at i on i s t he at t empt of ci vi l

soci et y t o become t he st at e ; but bur eaucr acy i s t he st at e whi ch i n act ual i t y has

become ci vi l soci et y . " 24

Agai nst Hegel , Mar x f ur t her pur sued t hi s t heme of t he subj ugat i on of t he

st at e t o t he l ogi c and power of ci vi l soci et y i n hi s st i ngi ng cr i t i que of Ruge . The

moder n bour geoi s st at e was seen once agai n t o be r est r i ct ed t o mer e " f or mal "

and " negat i ve" act i vi t i es pr eci sel y because i t s power s ceased wher e t he de-

pol i t i ci zed hust l e and bust l e of mar ket act i vi t y commenced . Thi s " sl aver y" of

ci vi l soci et y was, f or Mar x, t he " nat ur al f oundat i on" upon whi ch t hi s st at e

r est ed and t o whi ch i t had t o r eact . Thi s st at e was l i t er al l y hel d t oget her by ci vi l

l i f e. 25 Thanks t o t he f act t hat t he bour geoi si e was t he l eadi ng sour ce of r evenues

f r om t axat i on and l oans, t he l i ber al - bour geoi s st at e became, ( i n t he

f or mul at i on of The Ger man I deol ogy) " not hi ng mor e t han t he f or m of

or gani zat i on whi ch t he bour geoi s by necessi t y adopt s f or bot h i nt er nal and

ext er nal pur poses as a mut ual guar ant ee of t hei r pr oper t y and i nt er est s . " 26

Thi s st at e became a mut ual i nsur ance pact of t he bour geoi si e bot h agai nst t he

pr ol et ar i at and agai nst i t sel f , t hat i s, agai nst t he per si st ent anar chy of

i ndi vi dual capi t al i st i nt er est s . 21 As t he most f amous ( and i l l - i nt er pr et ed) 1848

f or mul at i on had i t , t hi s st at e was " but a commi t t ee f or managi ng t he common

af f ai r s of t he whol e bour geoi si e . " 28

Of cour se, Mar x under st ood t he " i deal - t ypi cal " case of t hi s devel opment t o

be t he Amer i can . 29 On ot her occasi ons, he poi nt ed t o aber r ant cases ( e. g. t he

Bonapar t i st st at e i n Fr ance, Bi smar ck' s Ger many, t he Asi at i c mode of

pr oduct i on) wher ei n t he r el at i vel y gr eat er " i ndependence" of t he st at e t o mor e

act i vel y or gani ze t he r el at i ons of pr oduct i on r esul t ed f r om ( a) uni que
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t er r i t or i al and cl i mat i c condi t i ons, r ei nf or ced by t he gener al absence of t he

pr i vat e owner shi p and cont r ol of l and ; ( b) t he f act t hat f eudal r emnant s

cont i nued t o hi nder t he achi evement of bour geoi s hegemony ; and ( c) wher e no

one par t i cul ar cl ass ( or cl ass f r act i on) had at t ai ned domi nance over t he

ot her s . 30 The l at t er case i n par t i cul ar r emi nds us t hat , f or Mar x, t he success of

t he bour geoi s st r uggl e t o de- pol i t i ci ze mar ket r el at i ons was ext r emel y

t ent at i ve . Cer t ai nl y, t he emer gence of ci vi l soci et y per mi t t ed an enor mous, but

unpl anned, devel opment of t he pr oduct i ve f or ces, a devel opment gui ded onl y ,

by t he acqui si t i ve, i nst r ument al - ut i l i t ar i an act i ons of mar ket par t i ci pant s .

Ther ewi t h, l i ber al capi t al i sm and i t s Manchest er i t e st at e became t he f i r st

mode of pr oduct i on t o i nst i t ut i onal i ze near sel f - sust ai ni ng capi t al

accumul at i on . However , as i s wel l - known, t he bour geoi s dr eam of opaque,

non- pol i t i cal , uni ver sal l y- accept abl e cl ass domi nat i on r esul t ed i n i t s

shat t er i ng opposi t e : pr ol et ar i an st r uggl e agai nst t he f or mand cont ent of t hi s

soci et y . Li ber al capi t al i sm ( whose ext r eme f r agi l i t y f l owed f r omt he f act t hat

i t s pol i t i cal - economi c st r uct ur es and domi nant pat t er ns of t hought and

speech wer e l i nked i somor phi cal l y) was r ocked t o i t s ver y f oundat i ons by

cr i si s t endenci es whi ch wer e t ot al i n t hei r i mpact . Ver y f ew soci al f or mat i ons

have ever l abour ed under such per manent and t hor ough f ear and exci t ement

about t he possi bi l i t y of r evol ut i onar y change. Economi c cr i ses wer e

si mul t aneousl y soci al cr i ses . They r eveal ed at even t he mundane l evel of dai l y

l i f e t he cont r adi ct or y, i r r at i onal char act er of l i f e under l i ber al capi t al i sm: t he

" per sonal " was i mmedi at el y and undeni abl y " pol i t i cal " . Such cr i ses, " by t hei r

per i odi cal r et ur n put on i t s t r i al , each t i me mor e t hr eat eni ngl y, t he exi st ence

of t he ent i r e bour geoi s soci et y . " 31 Thi s was f aci l i t at ed by t he f act t hat t he

char act er i st i c mar ket i deol ogy ( possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm) per t ai ned t o ear t hl y

r el at i onshi ps of human subj ect i vi t y : at t he same t i me, t hi s i deol ogy r eveal ed

and conceal ed t he possi bi l i t y of human subj ect s sel f - consci ousl y maki ng t hei r

soci al wor l d . As i deol ogy, possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm coul d l ay cl ai m t o bei ng

t he f i r st i deol ogy, and l i ber al capi t al i sm t he f i r st soci al f or mat i on wi t hi n whi ch

uni ver sal emanci pat i on f r om i deol ogi cal domi nat i on was possi bl e .

As Of f e poi nt s out , t hi s i s t he cont ext wi t hi n whi ch Mar x' s enqui r y i nt o t he

ni net eent h cent ur y val ue- f or mwas bot h cr edi bl e and f r ui t f ul . The cr i t i que of

capi t al i st domi nat i on at bot h t he i nst i t ut i onal and symbol i c- i deol ogi cal l evel s

- " t he anat omy of ci vi l soci et y" - coul d come i n t he f or m of a cr i t i que of

pol i t i cal economy onl y under condi t i ons wher e, as Mar x st r essed, " t he whol e

of human ser vi t ude i s i nvol ved i n t he r el at i on of wor ker t o pr oduct i on . " 32 Thi s

i s al so why, wi t hi n Mar x' s schema, t he cat egor y of need- sat i sf yi ng,

ont ogenet i c l abour was cent r a1 . 33 For Mar x, t he descr i pt i on of men and

women as bei ngs who st r uggl e wi t h and agai nst nat ur e and, t her eby,

t hemsel ves, was l i nked cl osel y wi t h t he t heor y of modes of pr oduct i on

successi vel y t r ansf or med t hr ough cl ass st r uggl e . Mor eover , t hr ough t he
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i nsi ght t hat t he val ue of t hi ng- l i ke commodi t i es was dependent upon t he
l abour i ncor por at ed i n t hem, t hr ough t he t heor y of sur pl us val ue, and
t hr ough t he t heor ems of per i odi cal cr i ses, Mar x demonst r at ed, cont r ar y t o
bour geoi s i deol ogy, t hat t he bour geoi s accumul at i on pr ocess woul d come t o a
st andst i l l over and over agai n . These " i ndust r i al ear t hquakes" wer e
under st ood as t he r eal bases of t he hope f or r evol ut i on . The st al l ed, boom-
bust char act er of l i ber al capi t al i sm was a ki nd of vi sual demonst r at i on t o t he
t oi l i ng masses, unl ess somet hi ng gave, of t he di spar i t y bet ween t he devel oped

pr oduct i ve f or ces and t he cl ass- f et t er ed r el at i ons of mat er i al and symbol i c
pr oduct i on wi t hi n whi ch t hese f or ces wer e " embedded" . 34

Lat e Capi t al i sm: St at e I nt er vent i on as Cr i si s- Management

Of cour se, some t hi ngs di d gi ve by t he l ast quar t er of t he ni net eent h cent ur y .
Of f e ment i ons t he de- subl i mat i on of t he pr oduct i ve f or ces vi a t he gr owi ng

nat i onal and t r ans- nat i onal r at i onal i zat i on of wages, commodi t y pr i ces,
t asks, and pr of i t s . 35 Fur t her ( and most si gni f i cant l y, f or our pur poses) st at e
i nt er vent i on agai nst t he mar ket ar ound and af t er Wor l d War I has been
cr uci al , i nsof ar as i t has come t o si gnal t he di ssol ut i on of t he non- pol i t i cal ,
l i ber al phase of capi t al i sm and i t s soci al l y di si nt egr at i ve t endenci es . To be

sur e, t he quant i t at i ve gr owt h of st at e act i vi t y i n t hi s per i od has been
i mpr essi ve - f or exampl e, i n Br i t ai n, I t al y, t he Uni t ed St at es, Fr ance and
West Ger many st at e expendi t ur es now appr oach or exceed 40%of t he val ue of

gr oss domest i c pr oduct . 36 Mor e i mpor t ant l y, however , t hi s st at e gr owt h

const i t ut es a qual i t at i ve expansi on compar ed wi t h i t s f or mer r ol e . Whet her
usher ed i n t hr ough par l i ament ar y appeal s ( as i n t he Uni t ed St at es, Br i t ai n,
Canada, Aust r al i a) or aut hor i t ar i an f asci sm ( as i n I t al y and Nazi Ger many) ,
t hi s qual i t at i ve gr owt h has become a uni ver sal and appar ent l y i r r esi st i bl e

t r end wi t hi n t he capi t al i st wor l d of t he past f i ve decades . I t s qual i t at i ve

moment i s r eveal ed by i t s cr i t i cs, who t al k of " cr eepi ng soci al i sm" . Such st at e
i nt er vent i on i s not soci al i sm, but cr eepi ng i t has been . That r eal m of l i f e i n
whi ch Mar xi an cat egor i es had moved wi t h a gr eat deal of cr edi bi l i t y, t hat r eal m

whi ch consi st ed i n " pr i vat e men i n t he exer ci se of sever al Tr ades and Cal l i ngs"

( Hobbes) , begi ns t o shr i vel .

Agai nst t he l at e ni net eent h cent ur y backdr op of economi c car t el i zat i on,
l abour and t ar i f f di sput es, t her e wer e a number of cr uci al devel opment s i n t he
pol i t i cal r eal m. Har bi nger s of t he " ci vi l i sat i on" of t he st at e and t he
" pol i t i ci zat i on" of ci vi l soci et y, t hese i ncl uded t he gr adual af f i l i at i on of
pol i t i cal par t i es wi t h par t i cul ar economi c i nt er est gr oups, t he emer gence of
" par t y machi nes" bent on engi neer i ng popul ar consent , and t he massi ve

economi c mobi l i zat i on of Wor l d War I . Thi s st at e i nt er vent i on coi nci ded wi t h

5 5



JOHN KEANE

( a) t he er osi on of t he " unwi el dy" par l i ament ar y f or um, as t he l ocus of

bar gai ni ng moved t o unof f i ci al par t y or coal i t i on caucuses, and t o newl y-

est abl i shed gover nment . mi ni st r i es ( e . g . t he Wei mar Republ i c' s I nt er par t y

Commi t t ee and Mi ni st r y of Labour ; t he I t al i an Fasci st Gr and Counci l and

Mi ni st r y of Cor por at i ons) whi ch deal t di r ect l y wi t h sect or s of l abour and

capi t al ; ( b) t he begi nni ngs of at t empt s at " accr edi t i ng" or gani zed

l abour , by seeki ng i t s i nt egr at i on wi t hi n a st at e- super vi sed bar gai ni ng syst em

( by t he mi d- 1930' s, f or exampl e, t he Mat i gnon agr eement s and t he Wagner

Act had i mposed such r equi r ement s on Fr ench and Amer i can ent r epr eneur s

si mi l ar t o t he al r eady exi st i ng St i nnes- Legi en and Pal ozzo Vi doni agr eement s

i n Ger many and I t al y) ; and ( c) t he dr amat i c gr owt h of new st at e f unct i ons,

such as at t empt s at al l ocat i ng r aw mat er i al s and pl anni ng and r egul at i ng t he

movement s of l abour and commodi t y pr i ces .

Rescui ng l i ber al capi t al i smf r omcr i ses became possi bl e onl y t hr ough i t s r e-

cast i ng i n a " cor por at i st " di r ect i on, di ssol vi ng t he ol d dual i smof t he st at e and

i t s cyber net i c mar ket . Mor e and mor e, t he st at e came t o negot i at e wi t h

f r act i ons of capi t al and or gani zed l abour ( or , sanct i oned pseudo- uni ons, as i n

I t al y) , t her eby bui l di ng t hem i nt o i t s st r uct ur es . 37 These devel opment s wer e

r ecogni zed ear l y i n t he pi oneer i ng wor k of Hi l f er di ng on " or gani zed

capi t al i sm" , i n t he wr i t i ngs of Kor sch, Hor khei mer and Mar cuse, and wer e

announced pr ophet i cal l y i n t he wor ds of per haps t he most i nsi ght f ul f i gur e i n

t hi s ci r cl e, Fr eder i ck Pol l ock : " What i s comi ng t o an end i s not capi t al i sm, but

i t s l i ber al. phase . " 38

Of f e pur sues t hi s t heme : t he st at e i n l at e capi t al i sm has become i nt er woven

wi t h t he accumul at i on pr ocess such t hat t he l at t er becomes a f unct i on of

bur eaucr at i c st at e act i vi t y and or gani zed pol i t i cal conf l i ct . No l onger ar e t hey

as super - st r uct ur e t o base . Rat her , capi t al i st r el at i ons of pr oduct i on have

been r e- pol i t i ci zed . The ( pot ent i al ) ant agoni sm bet ween soci al i zed

pr oduct i on and par t i cul ar ends has r e- assumed a di r ect l y pol i t i cal f or m. The

r eal i sat i on of pr i vat e capi t al accumul at i on ( or , t o i nvoke Of f e' s f avour i t e

expr essi on, " t he uni ver sal i zat i on of t he commodi t y f or m" ) i s now possi bl e

onl y on t he basi s of an al l - encompassi ng pol i t i cal medi at i on :

I n an er a of compr ehensi ve st at e i nt er vent i on, one can no

l onger r easonabl y speak of ` spher es f r ee of st at e

i nt er f er ence' t hat const i t ut e t he ` mat er i al base' of t he

` pol i t i cal super st r uct ur e' ; an al l - per vasi ve st at e r egul a-

t i on of soci al and economi c pr ocesses i s cer t ai nl y a bet t er

descr i pt i on of t oday' s or der . 39

El sewher e, Of f e devel ops t hi s ar gument vi a t he anal yt i cal di st i nct i on bet ween
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" al l ocat i ve" and " pr oduct i ve" st at e pol i ci es . 40 Wher eas i n t he er a of l i ber al

capi t al i sm st at e act i vi t i es wer e gener al l y r est r i ct ed t o al l ocat i ve f unct i ons, i n

l at e capi t al i sm not onl y ar e t hese cont i nued but t he st at e now act ual l y

pr oduces condi t i ons whi ch ar e essent i al f or t he r epr oduct i on of pr i vat e capi t al

but whi ch t hi s capi t al i s i ncapabl e of cr eat i ng . These i ncl ude key

i nf r ast r uct ur al component s such as heal t h, housi ng, educat i on, t r anspor t at i on

and communi cat i on ser vi ces, ener gy, manpower t r ai ni ng, and sci ent i f i c

r esear ch and devel opment .

Unl i ke t he l ess pr eci se concept of " st at e i nt er vent i on" , t hi s i mpor t ant

di st i nct i on i s based not onl y on t he ext ent of st at e act i vi t y r equi r ed t o

r epr oduce t he accumul at i on pr ocess, but al so on an empi r i cal descr i pt i on of

t he nat ur e of t hese r equi r ement s and t he means by whi ch t he st at e f ul f i l l s

t hem. Al l ocat i ve pol i ci es i ncl ude t hose st at e at t empt s t o mai nt ai n condi t i ons

f or pr of i t abl e capi t al i st accumul at i on t hr ough t he al l ocat i on of r esour ces of

" st at e pr oper t y" ( f or ces of " l aw and or der " , t axes, t ar i f f s, cr own l and and sea,

et c . ) whi ch al r eady ar e under i t s j ur i sdi ct i on . Usual l y, such r esour ces ar e

di st r i but ed accor di ng t o power st r uggl es wi t hi n and wi t hout t he st at e i t sel f .

" Al l ocat i on i s a mode of act i vi t y of t he capi t al i st st at e t hat cr eat es and

mai nt ai ns t he condi t i ons of accumul at i on i n a pur el y aut hor i t at i ve way .

Resour ces and power s t hat i nt r i nsi cal l y bel ong t o t he st at e and ar e at t he

di sposal of t he st at e ar e al l ocat ed . " 4 i For exampl e, cer t ai n i ndust r i es ar e

" bai l ed out " , and ot her s r ecei ve pr ot ect i ve t ar i f f s ; monet ar y pol i cy i s

det er mi ned accor di ng t o cer t ai n st at e r ul es ; t r act s of l and ar e gi ven over t o

r ai l ways ; t he pol i ce, cour t s and mi l i t ar y ar e despat ched accor di ng t o cer t ai n

l egal gui del i nes ; and so on .

Per haps t he cl ear est exampl e of such al l ocat i ve pol i ci es i s t he var i ous

( Keynesi an) t echni ques of " i ndi cat i ve pl anni ng" devel oped dur i ng t he post -

war r econst r uct i on ef f or t i n Fr ance . 42 Whi l e st eady i nf l at i on, l abour unr est

and i nt er nat i onal t r ade compet i t i on have sl owed r ecent r at es of gr owt h, t hi s

i ndi cat i ve pl anni ng pl ayed a maj or r ol e i n r ej uvenat i ng t he Fr ench

accumul at i on pr ocess i n t he 1940' s and 1950' s . Pr emi sed upon t he Keynesi an

t hesi s t hat f i r ms' deci si ons t o i nvest ( and, t her ef or e, busi ness f l uct uat i ons)

depend di r ect l y upon t he degr ee of cer t ai nt y about t he f ut ur e, t he

Commi ssar i at du Pl an has consi st ent l y sought t o r emove t he el ement of

unpr edi ct abi l i t y i n domest i c demand and i nvest ment . The pl an pl ot s t ar get s

f or each basi c i ndust r i al sect or , est i mat es t he pat t er ns of demand t o be

expect ed by i ndi vi dual pr oducer s, and speci f i es t he l i kel i hood of suppl i es

r eadi l y bei ng avai l abl e t o t hose pr oducer s . I t has hel ped over come

" bot t l enecks" and sl uggi sh r at es of i nvest ment i n st r at egi c sect or s of t he

economy, and, mor e r ecent l y, has been i nst r ument al i n pr omot i ng " nat i onal

champi ons" i n t he domai ns of domest i c and i nt er nat i onal t r ade . Of f e' s poi nt i s

t hat t hese al l ocat i ve t echni ques, f or ms of whi ch wer e al so common i n t he
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ni net eent h cent ur y, ar e now or t hodoxy i n al l l at e capi t al i st count r i es .

On t he ot her hand, t he novel t y of pr oduct i ve pol i ci es i s t hat t hey seek t he

pr ovi si on of " i nput s" of accumul at i on ( e. g . r econst r uct i ng l abour ski l l s vi a

pr ogr ammes of vocat i onal t r ai ni ng) i n ant i ci pat i on of di st ur bances wi t hi n t he

domai n of " pr i vat el y" cont r ol l ed accumul at i on. Thus, pr oduct i ve pol i ci es

st r i ve t o bol st er saggi ng suppl i es of bot h var i abl e and const ant capi t al , wher e

such capi t al i s ei t her not pr ovi ded, or pr ovi ded i n i nadequat e suppl y by

pr i vat e mar ket deci si ons . 43 Pr oduct i ve st at e pol i ci es ar e, t her ef or e, cr i si s-

avoi dance st r at egi es, t hr ough whi ch t he st at e r esponds t o act ual or per cei ved

bl ockages wi t hi n t he accumul at i on pr ocess . Thei r r at i onal e, whi ch has r eal

mar ket - shear i ng ef f ect s, i s " t o r est or e accumul at i on or t o avoi d or el i mi nat e

per cei ved t hr eat s t o accumul at i on . " 44

Thi s i s t he r eal si gni f i cance and uni queness of " publ i c pol i cy" f or mat i on i n

t he per i od of l at e capi t al i sm. Thr ough such pol i ci es, t he st at e sel f consci ousl y

shoul der s t he t ask of over comi ng t he soci al l y di si nt egr at i ve consequences of

l i ber al capi t al i sm' s anar chi c pur sui t of pr of i t . By no means ar e t hese pol i ci es

" unpr oduct i ve" . 4s A cr uci al case i n poi nt ( mer el y ment i oned by Of f e) i s

gover nment st r at egy whi ch seeks t o up- gr ade t he " i mmat er i al i nf r ast r uct ur e"

vi a t he f or mal pr ovi si on of school i ng and r e- school i ng and, t her eby, t he

out put of t hose whom Haber mas has cal l ed " r ef l ect i ve wor ker s" .46 Such

r ef l ect i ve, or second- or der , l abour power ( e. g. , t hat of i ndust r i al chemi st s,

engi neer s, t eacher s) can be seen as l abour appl i ed t o i t sel f , i t s pur pose

( exempl i f i ed i n t he ol i gopol y sect or ) i s t o enhance t he pr oduct i vi t y of di r ect ,

f i r st - or der l abour . Thi s pl anned pr oduct i on of r ef l ect i ve wor ker s i s uni que t o

l at e capi t al i sm, and poi nt s t o t he obsol escence of Mar x' s assumpt i on ( i n t he

f amous f al l i ng r at e of pr of i t t hesi s st i l l def ended by Poul ant zas and ot her s)

t hat t he r at e of sur pl us val ue t ends t o const ancy .

Thi s mar ket - r epl aci ng, pr oduct i ve st at e act i vi t y i s onl y one exampl e of t he

st at e' s mor e gener al i nvol vement i n t he pl anned pr ovi si on of sci ent i f i c and

t echnol ogi cal suppor t f or t he accumul at i on pr ocess . The " sci ent i zat i on" of t he

capi t al i st accumul at i on pr ocess dat es f r om t he l ast quar t er of t he ni net eent h

cent ur y . Dur i ng Mar x' s t i me sci ence and t echnol ogi cal devel opment wer e not

yet i ndust r i al i zed . Now, however , sci ence i s a l eadi ng pr oduct i ve f or ce,

f i nanced di r ect l y t hr ough st at e- f unded r esear ch and devel opment pr oj ect s f or

t he mi l i t ar y sect or . The consequences of t hi s " st at i zat i on" and

" i ndust r i al i zat i on" of sci ence and t echnol ogy have been st agger i ng . Not onl y

does i t hel p t o r emove t he dest r uct i ve uncer t ai nt y f r om t he pat t er ns of

t echni cal i nnovat i on i n t he ol i gopol y sect or , i t al so r ender s di r ect l abour mor e

pr oduct i ve, and cheapens t he f i xed component s of capi t al , t her eby t endi ng t o

r ai se t he r at e of sur pl us val ue . Thi s has had di r ect l y pol i t i cal consequences,

especi al l y si nce t her e emer ges a syst emi c abi l i t y t o pay hi gher wages t o

or gani zed l abour wi t hi n t he ol i gopol y sect or . Of f e i s cor r ect : such f or ms of
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st at e cr i si s- avoi dance st r at egy cannot be di smi ssed as unpr oduct i ve .

Towar d a Cr i t i que of t he Cr i t i que of Pol i t i cal Economy

Wi t h t hi s ar gument , Of f e' s r eal pr oj ect i s br oached . I nasmuch as t r adi t i onal

mar ket f or ces have been di spl aced and r e- pol i t i ci zed, and t he st at e ci vi l i sed or

dr awn di r ect l y i nt o pr oduct i on, di st r i but i on and consumpt i on, Of f e i s

adamant t hat a cr i t i cal t heor y of l at e capi t al i smcan no l onger r et r eat t o, and

hi de under , t he aegi s of t he cr i t i que of pol i t i cal economy i n i t s cl assi cal

Mar xi an f or mul at i on . At t empt s t o r et r eat t o cl assi cal Mar xi smr i sk becomi ng

i deol ogi cal , i nsof ar as t hey concept ual l y exor ci ze t he si gni f i cance of t he

par t i al over comi ng of t he l awof val ue wi t hi n what r emai ns of " t he economy" .

Mor e t han t hat , t hey obf uscat e t he whol e pr obl emat i que of t he or gani zat i on

of pol i t i cal power and aut hor i t y and i t s r enewed i mpor t ance i n t he

r epr oduct i on of domi nat i on i n t he t went i et h cent ur y . 47 Hi st or i cal mat er i al i sm

has no choi ce but t o engage i n sel f - cr i t i ci sm; t he Mar xi st cr i t i que of pol i t i cal

economy must be appl i ed t o i t sel f .

Of f e but t r esses t hi s i conocl ast i c ar gument by poi nt i ng t o t hr ee i mmedi at e

consequences of t he al t er at i on of bot h moment s of t he f or mer st at e- ci vi l

soci et y dual i sm: t he wi t her i ng of cl ass st r uggl e, t he emer gence of

mar gi nal i zat i on, and t he expansi on of t echnocr at i c pol i t i cs . Accor di ng t o

Of f e, t he pat t er ns whi ch mar ked mi l i t ant cl ass st r uggl e unt i l t he mi d- 1930' s,

have si nce been di sf i gur ed . I n par t t hi s can be at t r i but ed t o newf or ms of wage

det er mi nat i on wi t hi n t he ar ena of t he r at i onal i zed, t echnol ogi cal l y

i nnovat i ve, " pr i ce maki ng" nat i onal and t r ans- nat i onal cor por at i ons . I n t hi s

sect or , uni on- f i l t er ed demands f or a gr eat er shar e of sur pl us can be gr ant ed

and " passed on" i n t he f or m of hi gher pr oduct pr i ces t o an ext ent consonant

wi t h t he degr ee of i ndi vi dual f i r ms' mar ket power . That - i s, t he gener al l evel of

admi ni st er ed pr i ces i n money t er ms i s pr i mar i l y adj ust ed by t he negot i at ed

l evel of money wage r at es, and not by " mar ket f or ces" : " The mar ket

r el at i onshi p has become vi r t ual r at her t han r eal t o t he owner of l abour

power . " 48 The pr i ce of l abour i s negot i at ed pol i t i cal l y ; t he syst emof " pol i t i cal

wages" ( as Hi l f er di ng had f i r st obser ved49 ) t ends di r ect l y t o pr omot e cl ass

negot i at i on and pl anned compr omi se . St r uct ur es of wage det er mi nat i on

become t he net s i nt o whi ch or gani zed l abour i s dr awn . Resul t ant pr obl ems of

t he " i nf l at i on bar r i er " not wi t hst andi ng ( Of f e has not hi ng t o say on t hi s) , cl ass

conf l i ct t ends t o be ext er nal i zed, t r ansf i gur ed i nt o company- uni on

negot i at i ons . s o

Thi s devel opment i s r ei nf or ced by t he f act t hat l evel s of di sposabl e i ncome

have come t o be l ess di r ect l y dependent upon t he mar ket , and mor e a f unct i on

of a whol e gamut of st at e pol i ci es ( soci al ser vi ce payment s, t he l ess t han
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adequat e pr ovi si on of heal t h and housi ng, admi ni st r at i on of mi ni mumwage
r at es and i ncomes pol i ci es, et c . ) . 51 I n par t i cul ar , Of f e ar gues t hat t he st at e
appar at us di scr i mi nat es sel ect i vel y i n f avour of ( and i s, i n t ur n, t her ef or e
dependent upon) t hose gr oups - pr i nci pal l y, or gani zed l abour and ol i gopol y
capi t al - whose mut ual compl i ance i s cr uci al f or t he smoot h r epr oduct i on of
t he syst em. Upon t hese gr oups ( and especi al l y f r act i ons of capi t al ) ar e
conf er r ed what Of f e cal l s " st r uct ur al l y det er mi ned pr i vi l eges" . 52 Wi t h t hi s
ar gument Of f e t r anscends t he " cl ass- power " ver sus " st at e power " pr obl em
expr essed so wel l by Poul ant zas . 53 For Of f e, t he l at e capi t al i st st at e i s caught
bet ween i t s r ol e as a passi ve i nst r ument of " cl ass" f or ces and i t s ot her r ol e as an
aut onomous subj ect , r at i onal l y or gani zi ng and r e- or gani zi ng a mul t i pl i ci t y of

compet i ng i nt er est gr oups . 54 These r ol es have been ar t i cul at ed r espect i vel y by

t hose whom Of f e cal l s " i nf l uence and const r ai nt " t heor i st s, and by t he

pl ur al i st s, soci al democr at s, and ot her s hol di ng an " i nt egr at i on" model .

Because t he success of t he st at e' s al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve pol i ci es and i t s

gener al budget ar y obl i gat i ons ar e ul t i mat el y dependent on r evenues
gener at ed wi t hi n t he economy, t he st at e must at t he same t i me bot h r eact t o

t he i mper at i ve of t he pr i vat e accumul at i on pr ocess ( a " capi t al i st st at e" ) and

i nt er vene sel ect i vel y t her ei n ( a " st at e i n capi t al i st soci et y" ) . 55

One i mpor t ant consequence of t hi s gener al pol i t i ci zat i on of t he
accumul at i on pr ocess i s t he ( at l east t empor ar y) di ssol ut i on of t he obj ect i ve
gr ounds f or t he t hesi s of " t he t wo gr eat host i l e camps" st i l l empl oyed by some
sect i ons of t he pol i t i cal l y i nef f ect i ve l ef t . Wi t hi n l at e capi t al i st count r i es, t her e
i s a t endency f or ver t i cal l y- opposed " col l ect i vi t i es" ( i . e. cl asses) t o be r epl aced

by a " hor i zont al " syst em of di spar i t i es bet ween vi t al ar eas. " 56 Thi s i s Of f e' s
per suasi ve ar gument agai nst t hose who woul d unt hi nki ngl y ut i l i ze t he
anal yt i c cat egor i es of " Labour " , " Capi t al " , and " cl ass st r uggl e" ; t hese
f or mul at i ons si mpl y and f ai t hf ul l y assume what has not emer ged f act ual l y . 51
He ar gues t hat t he best owal of " st r uct ur al l y det er mi ned pr i vi l eges" upon
or gani zed l abour si gnal s t he di ssol ut i on or " bi f ur cat i on" of t he pr ol et ar i at

qua pr ol et ar i at . Many of t hose bl ue col l ar pr oduct i on and mai nt enance
wor ker s, and t he so- cal l ed mi ddl e cl ass of mal e, whi t e col l ar , admi ni st r at i ve
and t echni cal wor ker s wi t hi n t he uni oni zed ol i gopol y and st at e sect or s
become a l abour el i t e wi t h r el at i vel y pr i vi l eged access t o l at e capi t al i sm' s ever -

expandi ng pr oduct i ve f or ces . Of cour se, t hi s i s one aspect of t he basi s of

popul ar suppor t f or r ef or mi st " soci al - democr at i c" l abour par t i es such as t he
Br i t i sh Labour Par t y, t he Fr ench P. C. F . , and t he Feder al Republ i c of
Ger many' s S. P. D. I n Mar xi an t er ms : t he r at e of expl oi t at i on ( i . e . , t he r at e of
sur pl us val ue, or t he r at i o bet ween sur pl us val ue and wages) becomes
ext r emel y uneven . As many empi r i cal st udi es of l at e capi t al i sm' s hi ghl y

skewed di st r i but i on of weal t h and i ncome suggest , t her e occur s a t empor ar y

r e- di st r i but i on of i ncome and ot her benef i t s t o t he det r i ment of t hose out si de
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t he " st r uct ur al l y pr i vi l eged" zones .

I t shoul d be not ed t hat Of f e i s not her e pr oposi ng a var i at i on on t he t heme

of mass soci et y or embour geoi sement . For t hose wi t hi n t he " per i pher i es" ,

wi t hi n st r at egi cal l y l ess vi t al ar eas ( e . g . , t he i nmat es of i nst i t ut i ons, t hose on

wel f ar e and pensi ons, abor i gi nal and i mmi gr ant peopl es, economi cal l y

depr essed r ur al and nat i onal r egi ons, sl ums, t he ar eas of publ i c

t r anspor t at i on, heal t h, and housi ng) ar e r el at i vel y negl ect ed i n t hi s scenar i o .

Accor di ng t o Of f e, t he f ur t her t he syst em of pol i t i cal economy and

commodi f i cat i on i s cent r al i zed, t he mor e whol e gr oups ar e " expel l ed" f r om

t hi s syst em: " . . . t he pauper i smof t he ear l y capi t al i st pr ol et ar i at has gi ven way

t o t he moder n pauper i sm of depr essed ar eas . " 5 a At any poi nt i n t i me t he

degr ee of t hi s " mar gi nal i zat i on" i s di r ect l y cont i ngent upon t he ext ent t o

whi ch t he st at e' s r esour ces ar e r equi r ed f or mor e " ur gent " pr oj ect s : some

adj ust ed bal ance bet ween t he need t o guar ant ee and pr omot e pr i vat e

i nvest ment wi t hout pr i ce i nf l at i on ; " f ul l " empl oyment ; t he avoi dance of maj or

mi l i t ar y conf l i ct s ; t he r epr oduct i on of i nt er nat i onal t r ade ; and t he r epr essi on

of domest i c unr est . Accor di ng t o Of f e, t he el ect or al , l egi sl at i ve, execut i ve,

admi ni st r at i ve and j udi ci al br anches of t he l at e capi t al i st st at e can be seen

t her ef or e as " f i l t er s" or " sor t i ng pr ocesses" wi t h a mar ked degr ee of

" sel ect i vi t y" . I ndependent l y of t he pr of essed i nt ent i ons and pr omi ses of

par t i cul ar pol i t i cal par t i es, ci vi l ser vant s and pol i t i ci ans, t he ver y " l ocat i on" of

t he i nst i t ut i onal st r uct ur es of t he st at e vi s- a- vi s t he accumul at i on pr ocess, pr e-

det er mi ne t hese i nst i t ut i ons' def i ni t i on of what i s t aken t o be a pol i t i cal need .

The st at e syst emat i cal l y enf or ces " non- deci si ons" . 59 Thi s al so means,

however , t hat t he pot ent i al conf l i ct s whi ch r emai n i nher ent i n t he pr i vat e

mode of capi t al ut i l i zat i on ar e at t he same t i me t he l east l i kel y t o er upt . Of f e' s

poi nt i s t hat t hese pot ent i al conf l i ct s t end t o " r ecede" behi nd t he pol i t i cal l y-

det er mi ned conf l i ct s wi t hi n t he depr essed zones, st r i f e whi ch no l onger

di r ect l y assumes t he f or m of " cl ass st r uggl e" .

The exi st ence of t hi s pr i vi l ege- gr ant i ng sel ect i vi t y i s Of f e' s way of poi nt i ng

t o t he degr ee of r epr essi ve bi as of t he l at e capi t al i st st at e, and i ndi cat es al so

why t hi s appar at us nowadays st r i ves t o become t echnocr at i c i n i t s mode of

oper at i on . As Of f e says, t he conf l i ct - r i dden, di scur si ve pol i t i cs of t he l i ber al

capi t al i st past must t oday become t he st at i st - admi ni st r at i ve si l enci ng and

pr ocessi ng of i t s obj ect s :

The wel f ar e st at e i s devel opi ng st ep- by- st ep, r el uct ant l y

and i nvol unt ar i l y . I t i s not kept i n mot i on by t he ` pul l ' of a

consci ous pol i t i cal wi l l , but r at her by t he ` push' of

emer gent r i sks, danger s, or bot t l enecks, and newl y

cr eat ed i nsecur i t i es or pot ent i al conf l i ct s whi ch demand
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i mmedi at e measur es t hat avoi d t he soci al l y dest abi l i zi ng
pr obl em of t he moment . The l ogi c of t he wel f ar e st at e i s
not t he r eal i zat i on of some i nt r i nsi cal l y val uabl e human
goal but r at her t he pr event i on of a pot ent i al l y di sast r ous
soci al pr obl em. Ther ef or e, wel f ar e st at es ever ywher e
demonst r at e t hat t he t endency of bei ng t r ansf or med i s
l ess a mat t er of pol i t i cs t han a mat t er of t echnocr at i c
cal cul us . 6o

Of f e her e al l udes t o what can be cal l ed t he unspoken, yet cont r adi ct or y
char act er of admi ni st er ed pol i t i cs i n our t i me: t he mor e our l i ves ar e
" pol i t i ci zed" t hr ough st at e act i ons, t he mor e we ar e expect ed t o " de- pol i t i ci ze"
our sel ves, t o busy our mut ed sel ves wi t hi n a cul t ur e whi ch pr omot es publ i c
si l ence and pr i vat e or i ent at i on t owar ds car eer , l ei sur e and consumpt i on. That
t he possi bi l i t y of t r ul y par t i ci pat or y deci si on- maki ng i s at t enuat ed under t he
condi t i ons of l at e capi t al i sm i s not f or t ui t ous . The at t empt ed mai nt enance of

mass l oyal t y t hr ough de- pol i t i ci zat i on i s f at ed, because one whol e r ange of t he
st at e' s pr i or i t i es - t hose concer ni ng t he pr i vat e appr opr i at i on of soci al i zed
pr oduct i on - must be wi t hdr awn f r om publ i c di scussi on . Subst ant i ve
democr at i zat i on woul d " over l oad" t hi s al r eady- bur dened appar at us wi t h
demands whi ch, i n t ur n, mi ght br i ng t o popul ar consci ousness t he ant agoni sm
bet ween t he l ogi c of admi ni st r at i vel y soci al i zed pr oduct i on and t he cont i nued
pr i vat e appr opr i at i on and use of sur pl us val ue. 61

To be sur e, a f or mof " publ i c l i f e" i s r et ai ned . Thi s r et ent i on has i t s syst emi c
r at i onal e, because t he qual i t at i ve and quant i t at i ve i ncr ease of st at e act i vi t y
must be l egi t i mat ed . " Publ i ci t y" , t her ef or e, i s not si mpl y a sham, f or i t comes
t o have symbol i c use f or t hose who bur eaucr at i cal l y pl an and admi ni st er .
Consci ous pol i t i cal act i vi t y begi ns t o f al l under t he spel l of abst r act
r at i onal i zat i on . As Of f e ar gues ( her e f ol l owi ng Haber mas) , t he st at e and
publ i c opi ni on maker s t ake on t he t ask of i deol ogy pl anni ng, of cr eat i ng webs
of t hought and speech whi ch pr omot e an undi f f er ent i at ed " f ol l ow t he l eader "
def er ence among t he st at e' s cl i ent s . 62 Net wor ks of " publ i c meet i ngs" ,
enqui r i es and sel ect i nvest i gat i ve commi t t ees, t he sensat i onal i zi ng of pol i t i cal
per sonal i t i es, par t y conf l i ct , and t he gener at i on of spect acl es f r equent an
appar ent l y open " publ i c l i f e" . The cr i t i cal cont ent of publ i c l i f e, however ,
t ends t o be r emoved ; t her e i s an " er osi on of t he genui nel y publ i c r eal m. "6

Ther ewi t h, l i ber al democr acy' s r osy hopes f or " publ i c l i f e" succumb t o l at e
bour geoi s cyni ci sm; at l east si nce Weber and Schumpet er , t hi s i s expr essed i n
t he movement t o r e- def i ne and f or mal i ze t he concept of " democr acy" i n
accor d wi t h al l eged admi ni st r at i ve i mper at i ves . " Democr acy" comes t o
si gni f y a t echni cal means of mai nt ai ni ng syst em " equi l i br i um" . The sel f -
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t r ansf or mat i ve, devel opment al di mensi ons of ear l i er model s of l i ber al

democr acy t end t o be f or got t en or di smi ssed as " unr eal i st i c" . 64

The Ret ur n of Cr i si s?

Her e we can r ecapi t ul at e Of f e' s ar gument . Commensur at e wi t h i t s r ol e as a

capi t al i st st at e, t he cent r al i mper at i ve of t he st at e' s al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve

pol i ci es i s t he st abi l i zat i on and uni ver sal i zat i on of t he commodi t y f or m.

Ther eby, t hi s st at e appar at us i s const r ai ned t o sat i sf y t wo necessar y

condi t i ons of t he accumul at i on pr ocess - namel y, t hat l abour power i s

empl oyabl e and does i ndeed f i nd empl oyment " on t he mar ket " and, f ur t her ,

t hat i ndi vi dual uni t s of capi t al f i nd i t pr of i t abl e t o empl oy t hi s l abour . As we

have seen, t he r eal i sat i on of t hi s cr i si s- avoi dance st r at egy r equi r es t hat , f or

t he sake of manoeuvr eabi l i t y i n t he execut i on of i t s st r uct ur al l y- det er mi ned

f unct i ons, t he st at e must cr eat e r equi si t e vol umes of mass l oyal t y . Unl i ke i t s

l i ber al capi t al i st count er par t ( whi ch coul d be l egi t i mat ed by non- i nt er f er ence

wi t h t he wor ki ngs of t he i nvi si bl e hand of pr i vat e mar ket s) , t he hand of t he

l at e capi t al i st st at e must somehow be hi dden behi nd t he backs of i t s

const i t uent s, by pr ocl ai mi ng i t s " neut r al i t y" - as pr omot er of l awf ul or der ,

j ust i ce, democr acy, pr ogr ess and pr osper i t y f or al l . Unl i ke t he si l ent

domi nat i on of t he ol d mar ket , " t he of f i ci al power embodi ed i n pol i t i cal

i nst i t ut i ons f i nds i t sel f f or ced t o decl ar e and j ust i f y i t sel f as power . " 65 Thi s, f or

Of f e, i s t he st r uct ur al pr obl em of t he l at e capi t al i st st at e, namel y, " t hat t he

St at e must at t he same t i me pr act i se i t s cl ass char act er andkeep i t conceal ed. "

El sewher e : " t he st at e can onl y f unct i on as a capi t al i st st at e by appeal i ng t o

symbol s and sour ces of suppor t t hat conceal i t s nat ur e as a capi t al i st st at e ; t he

exi st ence of a capi t al i st st at e pr esupposes t he syst emat i c deni al of i t s nat ur e as

a capi t al i st st at e . " 66

Thi s st r uct ur al pr obl em becomes t he f ocus of Of f e' s r endi t i on of t he

anal yt i c, pol i t i cal l y- char ged cat egor i es of appear ance and r eal i t y, cont r adi c-

t i on, cr i si s and i nt er vent i on . These can be out l i ned and el abor at ed . I t i s Of f e' s

convi ct i on t hat appear ances wi t hi n l at e capi t al i sm ar e necessar i l y i n t ensi on

wi t h t hi s soci et y' s " i nst i t ut i onal i zed set of r ul es" , cl ass domi nat i on i n pol i t i cal

f or m. Thi s di al ect i c of appear ance and r eal i t y has t he f or ce of a cont r adi ct i on

- i t i s not si mpl y a di l emma - i n t hat t he st at e' s al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve

at t empt s at uni ver sal i zi ng t he commodi t y f or mt end t o under mi ne i t s own sel f -

pr ocl ai med appear ances and, t her ef or e, t hose ver y condi t i ons of de-

pol i t i ci zat i on on whi ch i t s act i vi t i es depend so desper at el y f or t hei r cont i nued

r epr oduct i on . The essent i al l ogi c of l at e capi t al i st accumul at i on i n pol i t i cal

f or mi s si mul t aneousl y t he l ogi c of i t s possi bl e t r anscendence . The r eal i t y of

t hi s l ogi c i s t hat of unr eal i st i c goal s : " al l advanced capi t al i st soci et i es . . . cr eat e
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endemi c syst emi c pr obl ems and l ar ge- scal e unmet needs . " 67 These pol i t i cal

cr i si s- t endenci es become t he obj ect i vel y gi ven si t uat i on of conf usi on wi t hi n

whi ch t hose engaged i n, or on t he mar gi ns of , pol i t i cal di scussi on and act i vi t y

may come t o r eal i ze t hat t he pat t er n of t hei r act ual soci al r el at i ons i s

cont r adi ct or y and i r r at i onal . Thi s i s Of f e' s r emar kabl e at t empt at r ecover i ng

t hat i mmanent cr i t i que of t he pr esent whi ch has so bedevi l l ed and el uded

t went i et h cent ur y Mar xi sm and cr i t i cal t heor y f r om t he t i me of Lukacs'

unsat i sf act or y desi gnat i on of t he pr ol et ar i at as t he i dent i cal subj ect - obj ect .

The t heses on pol i t i cal cr i si s can be seen as an ef f or t at ar t i cul at i ng t hose

pot ent i al conf l i ct zones wi t hi n whi ch i nher es t he di al ect i cal t ensi on bet ween

t he abst r act , quant i t at i ve, i nst r ument al r at i onal i t y of t he past and pr esent and

t he possi bl e f ut ur e bur st i ng f or t h of a qual i t at i vel y new r at i onal i t y . Not e t hat

t hi s f or mul at i on i s by no means synonymous wi t h a " cat ast r ophe t heor y of

hi st or y" , wi t h a cr ude t heor y of aut omat i c, bl i nd, l awf ul col l apse. For ,

pol i t i cal cr i si s si t uat i ons ar e t he obj ect i ve cont ext s i n whi ch subj ect i ve

i nt er vent i on ( " speaki ng out " , cont est at i on) becomes possi bl e, and i s most

l i kel y t o be successf ul . The obj ect s of syst emdi f f i cul t i es may become subj ect s,

mor e or l ess sel f - consci ous of t hat par al ysi s and, t hus, act i ve i n i t s r esol ut i on .

Fi nal l y, t hi s i s t he poi nt of Of f e' s cr i t i que of l at e capi t al i sm: i t seeks an

enr i ched expl anat i on of t hat whi ch may al r eady be gl i mpsed or known

conf usedl y among wi der segment s of t he popul at i on .

Of f e i nf uses t hese cat egor i cal f or ms wi t h empi r i cal cont ent by poi nt i ng t o

sever al di f f i cul t i es whi ch have begun t o haunt t he l at e capi t al i st count r i es .

Fi r st , Of f e appr opr i at es t he ear l i er Bar an and Sweezy t hesi s t o ar gue t hat t he

st at e' s at t empt s at admi ni st er i ng t he accumul at i on pr ocess t end t o become

mor e . and mor e cost l y . 68 I n ot her wor ds, t he sel f - expansi on of capi t al

( especi al l y wi t hi n t he mor e hi ghl y pr of i t abl e ol i ogopol y sect or ) becomes mor e

and mor e cont i ngent upon gi ant i nvest ment pr oj ect s, huge capi t al out l ays,

and gr owi ng " soci al over head cost s" . Wi t hi n l at e capi t al i sm, t her e i s a

per manent under - ut i l i zat i on of capi t al and l ack of i nvest ment out l et s . To t he

ext ent t hat t he st at e seeks t o over come pr i vat e capi t al ' s l i qui di t y pr ef er ence by

soci al i zi ng capi t al and soci al over head cost s, t he l i kel i hood of f i scal pr obl ems

t her ef or e gr ows . As Of f e demonst r at es i n a r ecent st udy of t he West Ger man

const r uct i on i ndust r y, st at e at t empt s t o i ncr ease t he l evel of r evenues or co-

oper at i on f r om cor por at e sour ces r un t he r i sk of capi t al di sempl oyi ng i t sel f .

The r eal sour ce of t he f i scal pr obl ems l i es i n t he asymmet r y bet ween t he

gr owi ng soci al i zat i on of capi t al and soci al over head cost s by t he st at e, and t he

cont i nui ng pr i vat e appr opr i at i on of pr of i t s . 69 Thus, i n l at e capi t al i sm st at e

expendi t ur es ( whose " cost - benef i t " account i ng i s not or i ousl y di f f i cul t ) t end t o

out r un st at e r evenues, t o t he poi nt wher e t he st at e must seek t o " cut back" , t o

r at i onal i ze i t s own expendi t ur e pat t er ns . The si gni f i cance of t hese f i scal

pr obl ems i s t hat at l east sever al of t he measur es ai med at t hei r amel i or at i on
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( e . g. , managed r ecessi on, t he i nt r oduct i on of " wage and pr i ce cont r ol s" ,
" get t i ng t he nat i on of f t he gover nment payr ol l " , et c . ) onl y ser ve t o under mi ne
t he basi s of mass l oyal t y and de- pol i t i ci zat i on upon whi ch t he st at e depends .

I n addi t i on, even i f st at e at t empt s at " economi zi ng" and mai nt ai ni ng t he
empl oyment of ol i gopol i st i c capi t al ar e successf ul , Of f e st r esses t hat t hi s can
onl y be achi eved at t he r i sk of gener at i ng " sur pl us l abour power " . 10 Wi t hi n t he
ol i gopol y ( and st at e?) sect or t her e i s a const ant t endency f or t he or gani c
composi t i on of capi t al t o i ncr ease, t hat i s, f or capi t al - l abour r at i os t o r i se
cont i nual l y . The unempl oyment of l abour power becomes t he obver se of t he
st at e' s at t empt s at uni ver sal i zi ng t he commodi t y f or m. The st r at um of
unempl oyed l abour i s pr oduced not by economi c r ecessi on but by
" pr osper ous t i mes" , and i s i n no way a " r eser ve ar my of t he unempl oyed" f or
ot her sect or s of t he pol i t i cal economy . Mor e and mor e, t hi s sur pl us l abour -
whi ch may t hr eat en f i scal aust er i t y pr ogr ammes or ( as dur i ng t he st udent

movement ) condi t i ons of de- pol i t i ci zat i on - i s housed wi t hi n t he ur ban and
r ur al ghet t os, on r eser ves, wi t hi n mi l i t ar y i nst i t ut i ons, and i n educat i onal and
t r ai ni ng pr ogr ammes whi ch ef f ect i vel y ext end t he per i od of adol escence and
unempl oyment .

Thi r dl y, Of f e poi nt s t o t he i mpossi bi l i t y of t he st at e becomi ng an " i deal
col l ect i ve capi t al i st " ( Engel s) because of st r uct ur al l i mi t s upon i t s at t empt s at
cent r al i zed, bur eaucr at i c, mi ddl e- r ange pl anni ng f or t he r epr oduct i on of
capi t al . Thi s can be seen as a conf r ont at i on wi t h t he Weber i an ar gument t hat
t he deci si ve r eason f or t he advance of i mper sonal bur eaucr at i c f or ms of
or gani zat i on i s t hei r t echni cal super i or i t y compar ed wi t h ot her means of
soci al goal at t ai nment . I ndeed, under t he condi t i ons of l at e capi t al i sm,

cent r al i zed- bur eaucr at i c at t empt s t o " f i nel y t une" and coor di nat e t he
execut i on of al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve pol i ci es ar e hi ghl y i nef f ect i ve . Thi s i s
because of di scr epanci es bet ween r equi r ed st at e f unct i ons- ( t he achi evement of
speci f i c concr et e r esul t s) and t hi s st at e' s i nt er nal modes of oper at i on
accor di ng t o t he l ogi c of gener al admi ni st r at i ve r ul es . Thus, pat t er ns of
pr i vat e owner shi p and cont r ol wi t hi n t he ol i gopol y and compet i t i ve sect or s,
t he cont i nui ng compet i t i on bet ween capi t al i st ent er pr i ses, and t he
compet i t i on of capi t al wi t h ot her gr oups ( envi r onment al i st s, unr ul y l abour
uni ons, et c . ) t end t o hi nder or pr i vat i ze t he st at e' s gener al pl anni ng act i vi t i es .
Envi r onment al t ur bul ence becomes i nt er nal i zed wi t hi n t he st at e appar at us,
wi t h possi bl e i l l egi t i mat i ng consequences . Thi s i s f ur t her aggr avat ed by t he
f act t hat t he l engt h of t he pr oduct i on cycl es of t he st at e' s pr oduct i ve act i vi t i es

i s unusual l y gr eat .

Over al l , t hese f act or s mar k t he st at e' s act i vi t i es wi t h a vaci l l at i ng, act i ve-
r eact i ve char act er , descr i bed by Of f e i n t er ms of " t he pol i t i cal del i mma of
t echnocr acy" t heor em. On many occasi ons, t he l at e capi t al i st st at e cl umsi l y
muddl es a mi d- cour se t hr ough pr oposed ( and obj ect i vel y r equi r ed)
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i nt er vent i on and f or ced r enunci at i on of such pl ans . Thi s " muddl i ng t hr ough"

i s a consequence of what Of f e descr i bes as t he syst emi c i mper at i ve of

" admi ni st r at i ve r ecommodi f i cat i on" . One set of pr i or i t i es ( t he need t o

r epr oduce t he pr i vat e appr opr i at i on of soci al i zed pr oduct i on) must be

accomodat ed wi t hi n t he t heor y and pr act i ce of pol i cy pl anni ng and publ i c

admi ni st r at i on . Her e Mar x' s cr i t i que of Hegel i s r esur r ect ed . Accor di ng t o

Of f e, t he st r uct ur al l y pr i vi l eged access ( and possi bl e opposi t i on) of or gani zed

l abour and ol i gopol y capi t al t o t he st at e' s deci si on maki ng pr ocesses

unwi t t i ngl y subor di nat es t hat admi ni st r at i on t o par t i cul ar , " pr i vat e"

i nt er est s . St at e pl anner s' i r r at i onal r el i ance upon t he f or mat i on and co-

oper at i on of t hese or gani zed bl ocs seems f at ed . Thus, t he st at e i s not si mpl y

( as i n l i ber al capi t al i sm) an unconsci ous execut i ve or gan . Af t er al l , i t does

make del i ber at e at t empt s t o avoi d economi c cr i ses, t o absor b soci al expenses,

and so on, but by vi r t ue of t he f act t hat i t i s act ual l y vi ct i mi zed by a syst em of

accumul at i on whi ch i t seeks t o r egul at e, t hi s st at e now suf f er s f r oma ki nd of

" second or der " , mor e di f f use, unconsci ousness . 71

These speci f i c di f f i cul t i es ( under empl oyment of l abour , budget ar y

i nf l at i on, muddl i ng t hr ough) ar e seen by Of f e as sympt omat i c of a mor e deep-

seat ed cont r adi ct i on wi t hi n t he l at e capi t al i st pol i t i cal economy . Thi s i s t he

cel ebr at ed " t heor y of decommodi f i cat i on" . Easi l y t he most novel and l east

compel l i ng cf Of f e' s t heses, i t shoul d be seen as a suppl ement t o t he ear l i er -

ment i oned t heor y of t he pr ot est pot ent i al of " mar gi nal i zat i on" . The t hesi s

concer ns t he wel f ar e st at e' s at t empt t o r epr oduce t he commodi t y f or m( i . e . ,

t he exchange of l abour and capi t al ) t hr ough non- commodi f i ed means, and

can be expr essed pr ovocat i vel y : How can t he " publ i c" sect or pr oduce and

di st r i but e use- val ues ( t r anspor t at i on, post al syst ems, educat i on, heal t h, t he

pr ovi si on of secur i t y agai nst unempl oyment ) f or a spher e domi nat ed by

exchange val ues wi t hout cal l i ng i nt o quest i on t he i dea and pr act i ce of t he

l at t er ? How can concr et e, di f f er ent i at ed, i ncommensur abl e l abour - l abour

di r ect ed t owar ds t he pr oduct i on of use- val ues - cont i nue t o be l egi t i mat ed

and mot i vat ed wi t h r ef er ence t o t he ol d i deol ogy of possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm

and t he r eal m of abst r act , homogeni zed l abour , l abour or i ent ed t owar ds t he

pr oduct i on of val ue f or exchange? I n what ways can t he mai nt enance of t he

commodi t y f or m accomodat e t he expansi on of st at e pol i ci es whi ch ar e

exempt f r om t hi s f or m? As Of f e expl ai ns :

The cont r adi ct i on wi t hi n st at e- or gani zed pr oduct i on of

goods and ser vi ces i s one of f or m and cont ent . By t hei r

or i gi n and f unct i onal cont ent , such or gani zat i ons ar e

desi gned t o cr eat e opt i ons of exchange f or bot h l abour

and capi t al . By t hei r f or mal and admi ni st r at i ve mode of
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oper at i on t hey ar e exempt f r omcommodi t y r el at i onshi ps:

use- val ues ar e pr oduced and di st r i but ed wi t hout bei ng

cont r ol l ed and domi nat ed by exchange val ues . 7z

Not e t hat obj ect i ons may be r ai sed agai nst t wo key assumpt i ons i n t hi s

ar gument . Fi r st , Of f e' s r esur r ect i on of t he cl assi cal Mar xi an cont r ast of

exchange and use- val ues i s cer t ai nl y sur pr i si ng i n vi ew of hi s ear l i er ar gument

t hat t he over comi ng of l i ber al capi t al i sm' s mar ket - st eer ed, cr i si s- r i dden

accumul at i on pr ocess pr ovi des an " i nt er nal cr i t i que" of t hose cat egor i es .

Secondl y, t he assumpt i on t hat t he st at e' s al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve act i vi t i es

ar e cor r el at ed di r ect l y wi t h soci al needs begs quest i ons about t he ver aci t y of

t hese " use- val ues" . Ar e not t he f or m and cont ent of at l east some st at e-

pr ovi ded " ut i l i t i es" di st or t ed a pr i or i by t hei r obj ect ( capi t al accumul at i on) ?

Not wi t hst andi ng t hese doubt s, Of f e' s concl usi ons ar e cl ear . Decommodi f i -

cat i on wi t hi n t he l at e capi t al i st " publ i c" sect or est abl i shes a " soci al i zed" f or m

of or gani zat i on whi ch at t he same t i me pr omot es and, because of i t s cl ass

char act er , t hwar t s t he possi bi l i t y of a set of soci al r el at i ons f r eed f r om t he

cur se of t he r at i onal i zed commodi t y f or m. 73 Thi s al i en " l i ber at ed base" of

decommodi f i ed act i vi t y i s i n no way a r esi due of pr e- capi t al i st soci al

exi st ence . I t si gnal s a new and vi t al " need" whi ch t hi s soci al f or mat i on has

cr eat ed, upon whi ch i t depends, but whi ch i t cannot sat i sf y . Of f e emphasi zes

t hat t hi s i s t he r eason why al l st at e- pr ovi ded " ser vi ces" ( whi ch ar e seen t o be

ai med at r eal i si ng commodi t y exchange and human needs) have a t hor oughl y

ambi guous, char act er :

` Pr osper i t y f or al l ' i s t he sl ogan of an economi c pol i cy

whi ch causes t he di st r i but i on of weal t h t o become mor e

and mor e unequal ; ` Educat i on as a Ci vi l Ri ght ' i s

pr ocl ai med when bot t l enecks ar e not i ced i n t he l abour

mar ket ; capi t al ' s concer n about t he i nvest ment of t he

def ence i ndust r y l yi ng f al l ow cor r esponds t o t he appeal t o

t he popul at i on' s f ear of Communi st aggr essi on ; t he

devel opment of means of dest r uct i on i s r at i onal i zed as a

means of devel opi ng t he f or ces of pr oduct i on; t he

nur t ur i ng of concer n f or count r i es of t he Thi r d Wor l d

pr ovi des t he l egi t i mat i on backgr ound f or a f ar - si ght ed

t appi ng of capi t al - and sel l i ng - mar ket s . 7'
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Of equal l y pr essi ng i mpor t ance f or Of f e i s t he f act t hat t he spr ead of

decommodi f i cat i on si gnal s . t he under mi ni ng of t he i nst i t ut i onal bases of

cer t ai n key component s of bour geoi s t hought and speech . The " mor al f i ber of

a capi t al i st commodi t y soci et y" i s shat t er ed ; a " l egi t i mat i on vacuum"

emer ges . 1 s The f ocus of t hi s ar gument i s excl usi vel y on t he f at e of t he i deol ogy

of possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm or " t he achi evement pr i nci pl e" . Fr om t he

sevent eent h cent ur y t hi s wor l d- vi ew l egi t i mat ed t he spr ead of non- pol i t i cal ,

i nst r ument al exchange r el at i ons t hr oughout Eur ope . 7b The t r i umph of

possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm by t he ni net eent h cent ur y mar ked a r evol ut i on i n t he

under st andi ng of ont ol ogy : t he i ndi vi dual ' s essence was seen t o be t hat of an

i nsat i abl e desi r er and consumer of ut i l i t i es . Accor di ngl y, t he f r eedomof t hi s

i ndi vi dual coul d onl y be r eal i sed t hr ough an ensembl e of compet i t i ve mar ket

r el at i ons, i n whi ch i ndi vi dual s wer e t o wi el d t hei r l abour power and pr oper t y

i nst r ument al l y, t hat i s, wi t hout r egar d f or t he subst ant i ve goal s of ot her

compet i t or s . Pr i vat el y medi at ed exchange wi t h out er nat ur e was seen t o be

t he onl y way t o accumul at e soci al weal t h and happi ness . " The achi evi ng

soci et y i s based on t he gener al r ul e t hat t he soci al st at us of an i ndi vi dual i s

supposed t o depend upon hi s st at us i n t he spher e of wor k and pr oduct i on,

whi l e i n t ur n hi s st at us wi t hi n t he hi er ar chi cal or gani zat i ons of t he pr oduct i on

spher e i s meant t o depend on hi s i ndi vi dual per f or mance . " 77

Accor di ng t o Of f e, t he basi s of t hese not i ons has been l i qui dat ed by f our key

devel opment s si nce t he heyday of l i ber al capi t al i sm. Each of t hese pr ocesses i s

associ at ed wi t h t he r enewed i mpor t ance of st at e act i vi t y . Fi r st , t he

f oundat i ons of t he not i on of f r ee, mar ket - al l ocat ed l abour as t he means of

i ndi vi dual achi evement ar e cast asi de i nasmuch as ( a) bot h pol i t i cal and

economi c power ar e i ncr easi ngl y monopol i zed by l ar ge, bur eaucr at i c

or gani zat i ons whi ch begi n t o ef f ect an end of " t he i ndi vi dual " ; 78 and ( b) a

pl anned, uni on- medi at ed, i ncr easi ngl y aut omat ed l abour pr ocess r el at i vel y

i mmune f r om t he compet i t i ve t hr eat of a r eser ve ar my has emer ged . 79

Secondl y, t he st at e' s pr ovi si on of t r ansf er payment s and subsi di es ( f or t hose

who ar e " under - capi t al i zed" , t oo young, ol d, or psychosomat i cal l y di sabl ed)

t ends t o snap t he once- al l eged bonds bet ween t he achi evement pr i nci pl e of

mar ket act i vi t y and r emuner at i on f or t hat act i vi t y . I n many zones, " wor k"

and " pay" ar e l ess cl osel y i nt er r el at ed as i ndi vi dual s f i nd t hemsel ves

t empor ar i l y or per manent l y out si de t he spher e of t he l abour mar ket . The

f or mer dependence on t he vi ci ssi t udes of t he mar ket i s r epl aced by gr owi ng

dependence on t he l ogi c of st at e act i vi t y . 80

Most i mpor t ant l y, per haps, i s t hat wi t h t he spr ead of zones of " concr et e

l abour " , t he r at i onal e of abst r act l abour i s under mi ned . Havi ng expanded i t s

al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve pol i ci es, t he st at e makes i t sel f t he f ocus of pol i t i cal

conf l i ct over t he ways i n whi ch soci al r esour ces shoul d be ut i l i zed . Soci al

l abour wi t hi n t hese zones becomes a subj ect of cr i t i ci smnot onl y i n t er ms of i t s
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quant i t at i ve r emuner at i on, but al so accor di ng t o i t s qual i t at i vel y det er mi ned

t el os. The i l l egi t i mat i ng ef f ect s of l ess t hat f ul l empl oyment af f or d no bet t er

exampl e of what Of f e means by t he under mi ni ng of t he basi s of possessi ve

i ndi vi dual i sm. 81 Wher eas i n l i ber al capi t al i sm unempl oyment was of t en

per cei ved bl i ndl y as a per i odi c event i n t he economi c cycl e or seen t o be t he

f aul t of t he l azy or i ncompet ent i ndi vi dual , i n l at e capi t al i sm admi ni st r at i ve

at t empt s at i ncr easi ng unempl oyment ( e. g . , t hr ough " cut backs" i n t he st at e

sect or ) l ead di r ect l y t o t he quest i oni ng of t he mot i ves of t hat admi ni st r at i on.

Unempl oyment t ends t o be r eveal ed as i nt ent i onal , as pol i t i cal l y i nspi r ed . I t

becomes quest i onabl e . Anot her st r i ki ng exampl e of t hi s subl at i on of t he

r at i onal e of possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm can be seen i n t he wi despr ead

i nvol vement of f eder al , pr ovi nci al and l ocal gover nment s i n t he pl anni ng and

r egul at i on of ur ban and r egi onal gr owt h. By t hei r act i ons, t hese gover nment s,

r eveal t he i r r at i onal i t y of t he pr i vat e owner shi p and cont r ol of l and, as var i ous

ci t i zens' act i on gr oups have poi nt ed out . These gover nment s become

account abl e f or consci ousl y pl anned i nt er vent i ons i n a domai n t hat ,

accor di ng t o t he ol d bour geoi s i deol ogy, was supposed t o be r egul at ed by

pr i vat e cal cul at i on and cr i t er i a of pr of i t abi l i t y .

The Legacy of Pol i t i cal Economy : The Pr obl em of Symbol i c I nt er act i on

The subl at i on of t he symbol i c and pr oduct i ve exchange val ue f or mt hr ough

t he spr ead of zones of pr oduct i on f or soci al use i s t he pr i mar y r eason why Of f e

pr ef er s t he expr essi on l at e capi t al i sm. To speak of l at e capi t al i st soci al

f or mat i ons not onl y i ndi cat es t hat , i n t hei r r epr oduct i on, r esour ces of

l egi t i mat i on ar e now most cr uci al ( economi c and pol i t i cal r esour ces havi ng

al r eady been used up i n war di ng of f cr i ses, so t o speak) , but al so t hat such

symbol i c r esour ces ar e i n danger of bei ng exhaust ed. Mor eover , t he

exacer bat i on of t he st at e' s st r uct ur al pr obl em by such l egi t i mat i on def i ci t s

becomes t he obj ect i ve cont ext wi t hi n whi ch emanci pat i on- i nspi r ed

i nt er vent i on by t he f or ces of opposi t i on t o t he commodi f i cat i on of l at e

capi t al i st soci et y may emer ge . Thi s, Of f e cl ai ms, i s t he r eason why st at e

act i vi t i es ar e becomi ng mor e and mor e aut hor i t ar i an: 82

Ther e i s no i dent i f i abl e di mensi on i n whi ch new

mechani sms f or t he sel f - per pet uat i on of t he capi t al i st

syst em . . . coul d be f ound and appl i ed . What r emai ns i s

t he var i at i on and r ef i nement of t he t r i ad of usual sel f -
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adapt i ve mechani sms ( t he economi c, pol i t i cal , and

cul t ur al " subsyst ems" JCK) whi ch at l east t o some degr ee

have been appl i ed i n al l devel oped capi t al i st syst ems and,

on t he ot her hand, namel y i n t he case of t hei r

i nsuf f i ci ency, ei t her t he hi st or i cal l y unpr oduct i ve or t he

pr oduct i ve- r evol ut i onar y br eakdown of t he basi c f r ame-

wor k of capi t al i sm. 83

Thi s : deduct i on seems ext r emel y hast y . I t i s sympt omat i c of Of f e' s f r ai l

under st andi ng of advanced capi t al i sm' s l egi t i mat i on pr ocess, whi ch i ncl udes

t he pr oduct i on and r epr oduct i on of t he symbol s of " ever yday l i f e" wi t hi n t he

domai ns of spor t , l ei sur e, l abour and consumpt i on, sexual i t y and f ami l y l i f e,

r el i gi on, ar t , f or mal pol i t i cal act i vi t y, ur ban and count r y l i f e . To speak of t he

symbol i c i nt er act i on of t hi s " ever yday l i f e" i s t o i ndi cat e t hose

communi cat i vel y- pr oduced t r adi t i ons and i nst i t ut i ons wi t hi n whi ch ext ant

st r uct ur es of t he pol i t i cal economy ar e embedded, and upon whi ch such

pol i t i cal - economi c st r uct ur es may f eed, t her eby seemi ng r i ght or l egi t i mat e .

Thr ough t hi s pr oduct i on of si gn val ues, hi st or i cal l y ci r cumscr i bed i ndi vi dual s

st r uggl e t o endow t hei r act i ons wi t h meani ng and mot i vat i on . I t i s t r ue t hat

such pat t er ns of symbol i c i nt er act i on ar e al ways act i vel y and cont i nual l y

r epr oduced and negot i at ed by t hei r aut hor s ; t he r epr oduct i on of t hese

pat t er ns ent ai l s mor e t han t he mer el y passi ve i nt er nal i zat i on of val ues and

meani ngs . However , under advanced capi t al i st condi t i ons, i t i s al so cer t ai n

t hat t he aut hor s of t hi s symbol i c i nt er act i on nei t her whol l y i nt end i t s

conf i ni ng consequences nor compr ehend t he l ogi c of i t s pr oduct i on .

Of f e' s censor i ng of t hi s di mensi on of symbol i c i nt er act i on, of t he human

capaci t y f or symbol - maki ng, speech and i nt er - subj ect i ve act i on, i s r eveal ed by

hi s quasi - obj ect i vi st t heor y of cr i si s . I t i s as i f t he l at e capi t al i st pol i t i cal

economy' s st r uct ur al di f f i cul t i es ar e t r ansl at ed aut omat i cal l y i nt o wi despr ead

consci ousness of t hat br eakup, i nt o a di si nt egr at i on of t he i dent i t y of t hi s

soci et y' s const i t uent s . Wi despr ead sel f - r ef l ect i on upon soci al condi t i ons of

dependence and domi nat i on i s t her eby seen t o be a mer e f eedback of t he

di al ect i c of concr et e and abst r act l abour . Wi t h some j ust i f i cat i on, t hi s

aut omat i smwas assumed i n t he ol d base- super st r uct ur e model . Char act er i st i c

of t he r ecent l y r evi ved " pol i t i cal economy" cr i t i que of advanced capi t al i sm' 4 ,

t hi s aut omat i sm now succumbs t o a doubl e t heor et i cal bl ackout . I t bot h

under est i mat es t he i nt egr at i ng capaci t y of newf or ms of symbol i c i nt er act i on

and ( cf . t he homol ogi es bet ween t he l i ber al capi t al i st syst ems of symbol i c

i nt er act i on and l abour ) t hei r r el at i ve i nvul ner abi l i t y t o di sr upt i ons i n t he

pol i t i cal economy . These bl ackout s cannot be over come easi l y by a r esor t t o

syncr et i sm ( " Of cour se, pol i t i cal economy i s concer ned wi t h ` cul t ur al '
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quest i ons! " ) . For t hey ar e t he consequences of Of f e' s i npr i sonment wi t hi n t he

concept ual boundar i es of t he ol d pol i t i cal economy . I n a wor d, t hey ar e a
necessar y out come of hi s r et r eat t o Mar xi an cat egor i es ( concr et e and abst r act

l abour ) whi ch ar e no l onger f ul l y subver si ve of advanced capi t al i sm' s mode of

symbol i cal l y- medi cat ed cl ass domi nat i on . Of f e' s posi t ed cont r ast of abst r act

and concr et e l abour , of use val ue as t he " beyond" of exchange val ue, r emai ns

mar ooned wi t hi n t he " her e and now" of bour geoi s moder ni t y' s f et i shi zed vi ew
of humans as pr i mar i l y obj ect i f i er s and t r ansf or mer s of out er nat ur e under t he

si gn of ut i l i t y and consumpt i on . 85

Thi s i s not t o deny t he ont ol ogi cal st at us of l abour as t hat concept ual l y-
medi at ed act i vi t y wher eby bot h humans and nat ur e ar e f ashi oned . Nor i s i t t o
deny t he r eal si gni f i cance of much of Of f e' s cr i t i cal under st andi ng of t he
pol i t i cal economy of advanced capi t al i sm f or a mor e gener al cr i t i cal soci al
t heor y of t he pr esent . Not wi t hst andi ng some i mmanent di f f i cul t i es, Of f e' s r e-
appr opr i at i on of t he cat egor i es of concr et e and abst r act l abour has at l east
r ai sed i mpor t ant quest i ons about t he unt hi nki ng equat i on of l abour wi t h
i nst r ument al act i vi t y by Haber mas and ot her s . 86 However , her e t he

suggest i on i s mor e f ar r eachi ng, namel y, t hat under t he condi t i ons of
advanced capi t al i sm, a cr i t i cal soci al t heor y wi t h pr act i cal i nt ent i ons i s no
l onger possi bl e wi t hi n t he suf f ocat i ng, i deol ogi cal f or mof pol i t i cal economy .
The cr i t i que of advanced capi t al i sm' s mode of pr oduct i on ( cl ass- st eer ed
accumul at i on i n pol i t i cal f or m) ceases t o f ul l y i l l umi nat e t hi s soci et y' s

pr i nci pl e of domi nat i on, 81 whi ch now seems much l ess vul ner abl e t han i t was
i n l i ber al capi t al i sm. Of f e' s announcement of t he ar r i val of l at e capi t al i sm
t hr ough t he t heor y of decommodi f i cat i on i s t hor oughl y pr emat ur e. Onl y a
cr i t i cal consi der at i on of t hi s soci et y' s mode of symbol i c i nt er act i on and i t s
t endency t o cast a mant l e of nat ur al f at e over i t s const i t uent s coul d

subst ant i at e t he cl ai m t hat , i n t he l at e t went i et h cent ur y, t he st r uct ur al
pr obl emof t he capi t al i st st at e, i . e. , t he need t o l egi t i mat e i t s cl ass char act er ,
cannot be r epr essed sat i sf act or i l y .

Agai nst t he backdr op of Of f e' s t heses, t hese cl ai ms can be i l l ust r at ed ver y
br i ef l y wi t h r ef er ence t o some r at her ar bi t r ar i l y chosen component s of
cont empor ar y ever yday l i f e . These i ncl ude t he r i se of conspi cuous mass
consumpt i on and t he decl i ne of t he i ndi vi dual , r el i gi on, pol i t i cal cul t ur e and
ar t .

1 .

	

The al l eged er osi on of possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm i s a hi ghl y compl ex and
ambi guous devel opment . On t he one hand, t he decommodi f i cat i on pr ocess i n
no way di r ect l y chal l enges one key pr omi se of hi s ol d i deol ogy : t hat humani t y
i s synonymous wi t h t he i nf i ni t e appr opr i at i on of use val ues t hr ough t he act of
consumpt i on . I ndeed, t he Mar xi an di st i nct i on bet ween exchange and use-
val ues per t ai ned t o a now bygone mi l i eu wi t hi n whi ch t her e wer e di f f i cul t i es of
r eal i sat i on or under - consumpt i on . These cat egor i es sought t he de-

7 1



JOHN KEANE

myst i f i cat i on of an age whose st agger i ng pr oduct i ve pot ent i al ( f ounded on

abst r act l abour , " l abour sans phr ase" ) coi nci ded wi t h t he deni al of human

needs, i ncl udi ng t he consumpt i on of r equi si t e use- val ues and t he expanded

devel opment of subj ect s' " sl umber i ng power s" t hr ough concr et e l abour . To

t he ext ent t hat t he l ogi c of " t he hi gh- i nt ensi t y mar ket set t i ng" ( Wi l l i am Lei ss'

apt phr ase) col oni zes ever yday l i f e i n advanced capi t al i sm, t hi s f or mul at i on i s

out wi t t ed . I n t he same way, Of f e' s r el i ance upon Bel l ' s ar gument t hat t hi s

soci et y gener at es a subver si ve, pl ayf ul hedoni smi s qui t e unconvi nci ng . $$ For ,

t hr ough symbol i c adver t i si ng, suppl y nowadays cr eat es ef f ect i ve demand t o

an ext ent unant i ci pat ed by Mar x or by t he t heor y of consumer sover ei gnt y .

Thi s t ur n of event s i s cat al yzed by ot her s . These i ncl ude t he st at e' s i mpl i cat i on

i n pr oduct i vi t y i ncr eaces, t he syst emi c abi l i t y t o pay hi gher r eal wages t o

or gani zed l abour , t he ext ensi on of cr edi t , and t he emer gence of a

" nar ci ssi st i c" per sonal i t y t ype ( whi ch, unl i ke t he ascet i c " t i cket t hi nki ng" of

t he ol der aut hor i t ar i an per sonal i t y, emphasi zes " f un" , f r eedom f r om

" hassl es" , " bei ng cool " , et c. ) Over al l , t hese devel opment s and t he

publ i ci t y gener at ed t hr ough monopol i st i c compet i t i on hel p shi f t pr obl ems of

demand f r omt he advanced capi t al i st cent r es t o t he i ncr easi ngl y mar gi nal i zed,

per i pher al , under devel oped wor l d . The t er r or i st i c codes of i nst i t ut i onal

" publ i ci t y" st r i ve t o monopol i ze t he r eal mof symbol i c i nt er act i on, cr eat i ng

desi r abl e st andar ds of ment al and bodi l y heal t h, f oodst uf f s, l ove- maki ng,

chi l d- r ai si ng, home decor at i on, dr ess, t r avel , spor t , ent er t ai nment , and

pat t er ns of speech . A cr i t i cal t heor y of t hi s r at i onal i zat i on pr ocess, of t he

degr ee t o whi ch a per manent consumpt i ve pul l can monopol i ze t he ver y soul

of i ndi vi dual s, i s r equi r ed ur gent l y . 89

I n one ot her cr uci al r espect , about whi ch Of f e i s si l ent , st at e i nt er vent i on i s

a hi ghl y ambi guous devel opment . I t i s t r ue, as he ar gues, t hat t he er osi on of

possessi ve i ndi vi dual i sm t hr ough decommodi f i ed st at e act i vi t y hol ds out t he

pr omi se of a soci et y emanci pat ed f r om t he i r r at i onal i t y of t he pr i vat e

owner shi p and cont r ol of t he accumul at i on pr ocess . Yet i t al so pr omi ses t he

obedi ent f or get t i ng of t he i mage and subst ance of t he bour geoi s i ndi vi dual -

whose r eal i sat i on i n a r i cher , mor e concr et e f or mMar x had sought - wi t hi n

an i ncr easi ngl y r at i onal i zed, al bei t decommodi f i ed, r eal m. By dwel l i ng on t he

st at e' s subver si on of t he l ogi c of pr oduct i on f or exchange, Of f e t ur ns a bl i nd

eye t o t he f act or y- l i ke l ogi c of st at e i nst i t ut i ons, wi t hi n whi ch i ndi vi dual s'

per sonal ambi t i ons can onl y be r eal i sed t hr ough t he r enunci at i on of concer n

wi t h t hose ver y st r uct ur al condi t i ons whose r econst r uct i on i s i ndi spensi bl e t o

t r ue i ndi vi dual i t y . One of t he pol i t i cal i mpl i cat i ons of Of f e' s t hesi s, t he

st r at egi c pr i macy of mai nt ai ni ng and ext endi ng decommodi f i ed st at e

act i vi t i es, must t her ef or e be t r eat ed wi t h caut i on . As Cast or i adi s, Haber mas

and ot her s have poi nt ed out , t he f undament al cont r adi ct i on wi t hi n an

i ncr easi ngl y r at i onal i zed advanced capi t al i smi s i t s bur i al of t he i ndi vi dual , i t s
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i nabi l i t y t o al l ow peopl e' s soci al i ndi vi duat i on t hr ough cr eat i ve " par t i ci pa-

t i on" i n t he r eal ms of l abour and symbol i c i nt er act i on.

2 .

	

A cont empor y t heor y of cr i si s such as t hat suggest ed by Of f e must al so

pr obe t he f at e of pr e- moder n, t r adi t i on- bound component s of ever yday l i f e

now under t he hei ght eni ng pr essur es of r at i onal i zat i on . Thi s pr ocess of

degener at i on was exami ned by Mar x ( " al l t hat i s sol i d mel t s i nt o ai r , al l t hat i s

hol y i s pr of aned" ) , Weber ( who, r el yi ng on Schi l l er , spoke of t he

" di senchant ment " of t he moder n wor l d) , and r ecogni zed bi t t er l y by

Rousseau . I ndeed, t he i ndust r i al i zat i on of ever yday l i f e began wi t h t he

f or mat i on of an i ndust r i al pr ol et ar i at t hr ough t he f or ci bl e el i mi nat i on of

peasant and ar t i san cul t ur e . Of cour se, t hi s sacki ng of t r adi t i on was by no

means i nst ant aneous . Tr adi t i ons, upon whose r emai ns bour geoi s soci et y f ed

l i ke a pr edat or , wer e al ways a suppl ement t o t he i deol ogy of possessi ve

i ndi vi dual i sm. I n t he l at e t went i et h cent ur y, t hese pr e- moder n r emai ns have

al l but decomposed . The most i mmedi at e exampl e of t hi s i s t he bl owt hat has

been deal t t o f at al i st i c f or ms of Chr i st i ani t y by t he t angi bl e " successes" of

sci ent i f i c- t echni cal gr owt h . As Weber i ndi cat ed, t hi s i s i r oni c i nasmuch as t he

moder n nat ur al sci ences have r el i gi ous r oot s . Cal vi ni sm' s depi ct i on of God as

r emot e f r om t he ear t hl y wor l d i mpl i ed t he suscept i bi l i t y of t hat ear t h t o

i nvest i gat i on, cal cul at i on and t r ansf or mat i on . Not onl y has t hi s come t o pass

but , nowadays, t he f or mer pui ssance of r el i gi ous convi ct i on has been

neut r al i zed by a mass at hei smmade cr edi bl e by t he pr oduct i ve " wonder s" of

t he sci ent i zed, capi t al - deepened accumul at i on pr ocess . A cr i t i cal account of

t hi s di senchant ment pr ocess woul d need t o exami ne i t s uni nt ended conse-

quences, of whi ch t her e seem t o be at l east t wo . Fi r st of al l , among non-

bel i ever s t he ut opi an ( i . e . , ant i - capi t al i st r at i onal i zat i on) el ement s of

Chr i st i ani t y st and i n danger of bei ng abandoned . Thi s i s one di st ur bi ng

r eason why advanced capi t al i sm t ends t o devel op " t he ment al i t y of t he l i f e

i nsur ance company" ( Gunt er Gr ass) : sci ent i f i c- t echni cal , mor al r el at i vi st , f act

and ef f i ci ency hungr y, mat er i al i st i c, de- i nt el l ect ual i zed .

Thi s " sci ent i sm" - t he uncr i t i cal bel i ef i n t hat whi ch i s sci ent i f i c - even

ent er s academi a . Wi t hi n t he soci al sci ences t he t r i umph of f or ms of obj ect -

i vi sm i s synonymous wi t h t he quest f or r i gour and pr edi ct abl e cer t ai nt y, and

t r i es t o br and di scussi ons of epi st emol ogy and t he " gr eat soci al i ssues" as ol d

hat 9o " Di senchant ment " pr ocesses al so have t hei r di al ect i c wi t hi n t he

r emai ni ng bodi es of or gani zed Chr i st i ani t y, t o whi ch t he r enewed i nt el l ect ual

i nt er est i n Chr i st i an doct r i ne at t est s . Wi t hi n t hese besi eged ci r cl es ( e . g. t he

char i smat i c movement ) , t her e ar e at t empt s at r econst r uct i ng t he meani ng of

st ewar dshi p and sal vat i on . Somet i mes, t hi s r econst r uct i on f ol l ows t he pat h of

soci o- pol i t i cal act i vi sm. Pol i t i cal t heol ogy i nt ent on r eal i si ng i t s pr omi ses i n

t hi s wor l d onl y ser ves t o wor k agai nst agai nst t he de- pol i t i ci zat i on demanded

by t he st at e' s al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve act i vi t i es .
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3 .

	

Al so of cr uci al i mpor t ance i s t he ext ent of t he l i nger i ng st r engt hs of

advanced capi t al i sm' s " ci vi c cul t ur e" : t hat ecl ect i c mi xt ur e of pr e- moder n

def er ence and or i ent at i on t o act i ve pol i t i cal i nvol vement whi ch, by pr ovi di ng

a r eser voi r of di f f use r egi me suppor t , def i ni t el y r ei nf or ces t he de- pol i t i ci zat i on

of cont empor ar y publ i c l i f e . Especi al l y i n t he Uni t ed St at es and Br i t ai n, as

Al mond and Ver ba' s cl assi c st udy r eveal ed, bel i ef s such as " Yes, ci t i zens must

have r i ght s" , " t hey ought t o wat ch out f or t hei r i nt er est s" ar e t emper ed by

" def er ence, obedi ence and humbl eness" , " Don' t get mi xed up wi t h pol i t i cs . " 91

Unt i l r ecent l y, t hi s ci vi c cul t ur e has been r ei nf or ced by wi despr ead at t achment

t o f ami l y and j ob ( i . e . , t o " t he chi l dr en" , " my husband" , " my car eer " , et c . ) .

Of f e' s hi nt t hat t hi s ci vi c cul t ur e i s weakeni ng needs t o be exami ned mor e

t hor oughl y . I t i s cl ear , f or exampl e, t hat cer t ai n zones of ever yday l i f e once

consi der ed t o be r egul at ed pr oper l y by f ami l y t r adi t i on have been subsumed

wi t hi n t he commodi t y f or m. I n t he case of " househol d ser vi ces" , f or exampl e,

t he pr i vat i sm of f ami l y l i f e i s now bombar ded by a pl et hor a of mar ket abl e

ser vi ces : i dent i cal ser vi ngs of f r i ed chi cken and f r ozen f oods ; t he pr ovi si on of

school i ng ; " car e" f or t he young, aged and si ck ; dr y cl eani ng and l aundr y ; t he

st eady hand of t he " hel pi ng pr of essi ons" . Whi l e t he f or m of f ami l y l i f e

r emai ns, i t s cont ent t ends t o be r emoved . Thi s r esul t s not onl y i n t he f ami l y' s

gr owi ng dependence on var i ous out si de agenci es, but al so i n some quest i oni ng

of monogamous het er osexual i t y, a t empor ar y r i se i n t he l evel of i nt er -

gener at i onal conf l i ct , an ever - ear l i er at t ai nment of puber t y and sexual

exper i ence, and concer n over " gr owi ng ol d" . Whet her t hi s di si nt egr at i on of

t he pr i vat i sm of t he ci vi c cul t ur e i s accel er at ed by " i nt r usi ve" st at e pl anni ng

al so must be pr obed . For i t i s cl ear t hat sexual di scr i mi nat i on, poor qual i t y or

dependency- i nduci ng heal t h car e, and t he qual i t y and scope of educat i on no

l onger , can be seen as havi ng nat ur al or i gi ns, whose consequences must be

suf f er ed pr i vat el y . Thr ough t hei r pol i t i ci zat i on, i ncumbent admi ni st r at i ons

may be hel d account abl e . The cur r ent assaul t upon pat r i ar chal f ami l y l i f e and

nat ur al modes of chi l d- r ai si ng, and f emi ni st at t empt s at gener at i ng a new

i dent i t y ar e i mpor t ant sympt oms of t hi s pr ocess . Not onl y do such movement s

pr omot e a wi der awar eness of t he cont i ngency of t he cont ent s of t r adi t i ons ;

even t he f or mof t he pr ocess of symbol i c i nt er - act i on i t sel f can come t o be seen

as cont i ngent and al t er abl e . Pr esumabl y, t he l at t er ent ai l s wi despr ead publ i c

di scussi on whi ch, as Of f e has i ndi cat ed, i s anat hema t o t he si l ence upon whi ch

t he cl ass- pol i t i cal syst em of advanced capi t al i sm t hr i ves .

4 .

	

Fi nal l y, t her e i s t he quest i on of t he cr i t i cal , de- l egi t i mat i ng pot ent i al of

ar t . I t i s i mmedi at el y evi dent t hat , hel d capt i ve by i t s pol i t i cal economy, one

Mar xi st t r adi t i on ( f r om Kaut sky and Pl ekhanov t o cont empor ar y f or ms of

soci al i st r eal i sm) has deal t wi t h t hi s quest i on t hr ough a spur i ous soci ol ogi cal

r educt i oni sm. The pr obl emof an emanci pat or y aest het i c has been col l apsed

i nt o concer n wi t h t he cl ass or i gi ns and pr opaganda val ue of cer t ai n f or ms of
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ar t . Thi s has occl uded t he equal l y evi dent f act t hat much so- cal l ed

" bour geoi s" ar t has been char act er i zed by i ssui ng i ndi ct ment s agai nst t he

wor l d as i t i s, by i t s st r uggl e t o br i ng t he bour geoi s wor l d t o i t s senses .

Bohemi ani sm i s t he cl assi c ni net eent h cent ur y exampl e of t hi s aut onomy of

ar t t r ansf i gur ed i nt o pr ot est agai nst t he sacr i f i ces of l i ber al capi t al i sm. The

second gener at i on boheme ( Ri mbaud, Cor bi er e) f r equent ed beer - hal l s,

separ at ed t hemsel ves f r om t he r epr essi on and conspi cuous consumpt i on of

bour geoi s l i f e and, havi ng been r ai sed i n t he homes of t he bour geoi si e, l at er

became a ci r cl e of wander i ng, anar chi c vagabonds and out l aws dedi cat ed t o

t he over t hr ow of t hei r f at her s' soci et y . Si mi l ar l y, " L' ar t pour f ar t " war ned

t hat ar t i t sel f coul d be i mpr i soned wi t hi n t he commodi t y f or m, consumed by

t he cr eepi ng r at i onal i zat i on of i ndust r i al capi t al i sm. The ext ent of t hi s

pr ot est - pot ent i al i n t he l at e t went i et h cent ur y needs t o be r e- exami ned . Thi s

need i s st r engt hened by t he col l apse of t he gap bet ween ar t and ever yday l i f e

under t he i mpact of mechani zat i on and t echni cal i nvent i on ( t he r adi o,

mi cr ophone, ci nema) . Whi l e f or some ( e. g . Or t ega y Gasset , T. S. El i ot ) t hi s

her al ded t he dest r uct i on of al l ar t by mass vul gar i t y, f or ot her s ( Benj ami n, f or

exampl e) t he r esul t i ng l oss of t he " aur a" of ar t was t o be t he new basi s f or a

t r ul y r evol ut i onar y and col l ect i ve pr oduct i on and r ecept i on of ar t . Agai nst

t hi s, Ador no spoke of t he danger s of t he r at i onal i zat i on of cul t ur al l i f e vi a an

emer gent cul t ur e i ndust r y, whi ch sei zes t he cr umbl i ng " aur a" of hi gh ar t onl y

t o r epr oduce i t t hr ough manuf act ur ed st ar dom and pr ogr ammed

sensat i onal i sm. Thi s di st ur bi ng devel opment l ed Ador no t o pr osel yt i ze on

behal f of negat i ve ar t ( e . g . , t he wor ks of Samuel Becket t and Ar nol d

Schoenber g) . The r at i onal i zat i on of ar t was seen t o r esul t i n a cr i si s of t hat

whi ch was consi der ed t o be " beaut i f ul " . 9 z Thi s ki nd of debat e i s i mpor t ant ,

i nasmuch as i t spel l s out bot h t he possi bi l i t y, and uni nt ended consequences, of

aut onomous ar t degener at i ng i nt o mani pul at i ve, publ i c pr opaganda . For i t i s

cl ear t hat t he admi ni st r at i ve pr oduct i on of cul t ur e i s nowadays a cont r adi c-

t or y pr ocess . Manuf act ur ed symbol s t end t o become det ached f r om t he

ever yday l i f e wor l d of t hei r consumer s, t hus r esul t i ng i n an ensembl e of si gnal s

whi ch ar e di f f i cul t t o i nt er r ogat e . Wi t hi n t hi s f i el d of si gnal s, t he passi ve

consumer s f i nd i t di f f i cul t t o r ecogni ze t hemsel ves and t o ar t i cul at e and sat i sf y

t hei r needs . Thi s i s why t he cul t ur e i ndust r y pr eci pi t at es count er - cul t ur es bent

on r e- est abl i shi ng meani ng and i nt el l i gi bi l i t y wi t hi n t he r eal m of symbol i c

i nt er act i on .

Pol i t i cal Economy and Pol i t i cal Li f e

C. B. Macpher son has suggest ed r ecent l y t hat a t heor y of t he advanced

capi t al i st st at e must at some poi nt r e- f ocus t hose quest i ons about essent i al l y
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human pur poses and capaci t i es whi ch wer e cent r al t o t heor i es of t he st at e i n

t he gr and t r adi t i on . 93 The above ment i oned t hemes, and t he mor e gener al cal l

f or a cr i t i cal under st andi ng of t he l ogi c of advanced capi t al i sm' s symbol i c

i nt er at i on, poi nt i n t hi s di r ect i on. They l ead di r ect l y t o a r econsi der at i on of

t he cl assi cal meani ng of pol i t i cal l i f e. Thi s sur pr i si ng t ur n i n our ar gument

agai nst Of f e i s wel l i l l ust r at ed i n t he Ar i st ot el ean f or mul a of man as zoon

pol i t i kon . For Ar i st ot l e, man has t he capaci t y f or convi vi al associ at i on wi t hi n

t he pol i s . By cont r ast wi t h t he ani mal - l i ke " nat ur al ness" of t he domai n of

necessi t y and t oi l ( t he " mer e l i f e" of money- maki ng, sl aver y, cr af t smanshi p

and chi l d- bear i ng) , ci t i zens can be r ebor n wi t hi n and t hr ough t he i nf or med

i nt er - subj ect i vi t y of bi os pol i t i kos . Her e t he meani ngs of symbol i c i nt er act i on

and pol i t i cs conver ge . Pol i t i cal l i f e i s t he domai n i n whi ch t he human

capaci t i es f or act i on and speech ar e i nt er woven cl osel y, a r eal m of publ i c

act i vi t y i n whi ch speaki ng and act i ng i ndi vi dual s can be seen and hear d and

t ake one anot her ser i ousl y . I ndeed, speaki ng i s her e under st ood as a f or mof

pr axi s : man i s a l i vi ng bei ng capabl e of speech . Accor di ng t o Ar i st ot l e, t he

r eal m of pol i t i cs i s t her ef or e t he domai n of pot ent i al f r eedom. Thr ough

symbol i c i nt er act i on, humans not onl y ar t i cul at e t hei r i nt er dependency

( l anguage, af t er al l , i s no pr i vat e, sol i t ar y af f ai r ) . They al so come t o

i ndi vi duat e t hemsel ves i nsof ar as t hey l ear n t o speak and act f or t hemsel ves ;

pol i t i cal act i vi t y i s a mode of sel f - di scl osur e t hr ough t he appr opr i at i on of

communi cat i vel y- pr oduced " sense" . I t i s vi a pol i t i cal act i vi t y, t hen, t hat

humans' t r ue i ndi vi dual i t y can f l ower wi t hi n t he shel l of soci al r esponsi bi l i t y .

Thi s i s why t o engage i n ar t i cul at e pr axi s means t o choose del i ber at el y

bet ween compet i ng means and ends, " t o t ake t he l ead" . Pol i t i cs, accor di ng Co

Ar i st ot l e, usher s i n t he possi bi l i t y of pr act i cal wi sdom and mor al vi r t ue :

" mor al vi r t ue i s a st at e of char act er concer ned wi t h choi ce, and choi ce i s

del i ber at e desi r e . . . " 94 To seek mor al vi r t ue i s t her ef or e t o admi t of t he

possi bi l i t y of human af f ai r s unconst r ai ned by bl i nd necessi t y . Thi s possi bi l i t y

i s capt ur ed by Ar i st ot l e' s descr i pt i on of humans as pol i t i cal ani mal s : l i t er al l y,

we ar e caught bet ween t he ani mal s and t he gods .

We have seen above t hat t he emer gence and mat ur at i on of bour geoi s

moder ni t y was synonymous wi t h t he col l apse and dest r uct i on of t he doct r i ne

of pol i t i cs whi ch concer ned a j ust and convi vi al l i f e and t he associ at ed not i on

of man as zoon pol i t i kon, whose uni que capaci t i es ar e r eal i sed vi a sel f -

consci ous speech and act i on . 95 Fr om t he st and- poi nt of t he anci ent s,

bour geoi s t hi nker s f r om Machi avel l i t hr ough t he Engl i sh ut i l i t ar i ans can be

seen t o have char t ed a sel f - cont r adi ct or y cour se t owar d a t echni cal pol i t i cs,

whose ai m was t he admi ni st r at i on of men i n accor dance wi t h t he l ogi c of

Gal i l ean sci ence' s at t empt ed subj ugat i on of nat ur e . Fr omi t s cl assi cal concer n

wi t h t he good and exempl ar y l i f e of speech and act i on, pol i t i cs became t he

l i mi t ed t echni que of r epr oduci ng ci vi l soci et y by or gani zi ng and depl oyi ng
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cunni ng, appear ance, money and men . Wi t h good r eason, Mar x t her ef or e

spoke of " pol i t i cs" as synonymous wi t h aut hor i t ar i an r ul e, ensl avement ,

r epr essi on . " Pol i t i cal power , pr oper l y so- cal l ed" , Mar x . and Engel s r emar ked

i n t he Mani f est o, " i s mer el y t he or gani zed power of one cl ass f or oppr essi ng

anot her . " 96

I t goes wi t hout sayi ng t hat t hi s di ssol ut i on of t he t heor y and pr act i ce of t he

anci ent meani ng of pol i t i cs was cont est ed bi t t er l y . Wi t h t he post - Kant i an

concer n wi t h pr act i cal r eason, t he pr omi se of pol i t i cal l i f e, of a cr i t i cal publ i c

dedi cat ed t o t he sear ch f or r at i onal uni ver sal s, was once agai n posi t ed agai nst

t he bour geoi s f et i shi sm of l abour and r ei f i cat i on of pol i t i cs . Labour ver sus

pol i t i cs, ci vi l soci et y ver sus t he st at e : t hei r at t empt ed medi at i on was

i l l ust r at ed dr amat i cal l y i n Hegel ' s di scussi on of t he mast er - sl ave di al ect i c . The

sel f - f or mat i on of Spi r i t pr oceeds t hr ough symbol i cal l y- medi at ed l abour and

t he st r uggl e f or mut ual r ecogni t i on . The one- si ded, consci ous r ecogni t i on of

t he Lor d by t he Bondsman i s over t ur ned by t he Bondsman' s ascendancy over

nat ur e, a consci ous ascendance acqui r ed one- si dedl y t hr ough l abour . 97 I t i s t hi s

scenar i o whi ch was i nher i t ed by t he Young Hegel i ans and t r ansf or med

r adi cal l y by Mar x . 98 Thr ough an expl anat i on of sensuous l abour as t he pr i me

mover of hi st or y, Mar x sought t o dr aw out t he possi bi l i t i es i nher i ng wi t hi n

t he l i ber al capi t al i st cont r adi ct i on bet ween t he f or ces of pr oduct i on

( accumul at ed t hr ough soci al l abour ) and t he r el at i ons of pr oduct i on ( or , t he

ensembl e of symbol i c i nt er act i on whi ch had l ar gel y t aken on an economi c

f or m) . Mar x t her eby demonst r at ed t hat t he emer gent , sel f - consci ous st r uggl e

of pr ol et ar i ans t o r e- appr opr i at e t hei r congeal ed and l i vi ng power s of l abour

f or eshadowed a r evol ut i onar y di ssol ut i on of t he anonymous, " de- pol i t i ci zed"

r el at i ons of mar ket l i f e . The spect r e of pol i t i cs came t o haunt t he moder n

wor l d . Cl ass agi t at i on, educat i on, or gani zat i on, sel f - consci ous speech and

act i on t hr eat ened t he l ogi c accor di ng t o whi ch bour geoi s soci et y was

or gani zed . Def i ned by t hei r obj ect i ve condi t i ons of l abour , even pr ol et ar i ans

came t o seek emanci pat i on t hr ough sel f - knowl edge, del i ber at i on, speech and

act i on . 99

Of f e has demonst r at ed power f ul l y why t hi s model of t he " conf l uence" of

l abour and symbol i c i nt er act i on, cl ass and pol i t i cs i s now obsol et e wi t hout
escapi ng i t s l egacy . Wi t hi n t he mi l i eu of advanced capi t al i sm, and an ol d

pol i t i cal economy subj ect t o t he new di f f i cul t i es t o whi ch Of f e has poi nt ed,

cr i t i cal t heor y must nowmove agai nst bot h t o " i nt er nal i ze" t he pr obl emof t he

pr oduct i on and r epr odut i on of symbol i c i nt er act i on . Cer t ai nl y, t he ol d

Mar xi an f or mul a - " a cer t ai n mode of pr oduct i on . . . i s al ways combi ned

wi t h a cer t ai n mode of co- oper at i on or soci al st age" 100 - cont i nues t o be an

i nci si ve poi nt of depar t ur e . Yet pol i t i cal economy' s r educt i on of t hi s " cer t ai n

mode of co- oper at i on" t o mar ket r el at i ons of pr oduct i on can no l onger be

j ust i f i ed . The r ecapt ur i ng of t he di al ect i c of l abour and symbol i c i nt er act i on at
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t he cat egor i cal l evel can now onl y pr oceed on t he basi s of an enr i ched or

deepened under st andi ng of l abour . 101 Fr omt he goal of unf et t er ed pr oduct i ve

f or ces t o t hat of unf et t er ed l abour and symbol i c i nt er act i on : t hi s i s what now

menaces pol i t i cal economy and t he aut hor i t ar i an st at e of advanced

capi t al i sm.

Pol i t i cal Economy

Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o
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r et r eat i smst umbl es . Fi r st , t her e i s t he pr obl emof t he st at e i n pr e- capi t al i st soci et i es and, i n .
par t i cul ar , t he emer gence of a r ei f i ed set of st at e i nst i t ut i ons f r omki nshi p syst ems . Engel s'
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cor por at i ons . . . The t hr owi ng of f of t he pol i t i cal yoke was at t he same t i me t he t hr owi ng of f
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" Cr i t i cal Not es on' The Ki ng of Pr ussi a and Soci al Ref or m' ( 1844) " , i bi d. , p . 349 ; cf Mar x' s

pol emi cal di scussi on of t he Fr ench Revol ut i on i n The Hol y Fami l y, or Cr i t i que of Cr i t i cal

Cr i t i ci sm, Moscow: 1975, pp . 142- 3 .

27 .

	

Not e t hat , under t hi s f or mul at i on, i t i s qui t e concei vabl e t hat t hose who act ual l y st af f t he

st at e i nst i t ut i ons may not be t he economi cal l y and cul t ur al l y domi nant cl ass . Mar x

ment i ons t hi s possi bi l i t y wi t h r ef er ence t o t he Engl i sh Whi gs ( " t he ar i st ocr at i c

r epr esent at i ve of t he bour geoi s" ) i n " The El ect i ons i n Engl and - Tor i es and Whi gs" i n

Mar x and Engel s, Ar t i cl es on Br i t ai n, Moscow: 1971, p . 112 .

28.

	

" Mani f est o of t he Communi st Par t y" , i n Mar x and Engel s, Sel ect ed Wor ks, 1, op. ci t . , pp .

110- 111 ; cf . Capi t al , I , op. ci t . , p . 703, wher e Mar x not es t hat " t he power of t he St at e" i s " t he

concent r at ed and or gani zed f or ce of soci et y" , and Gr undr i sse, op. ci t . p . 72 : " pol i t i cal

condi t i ons ar e onl y t he of f i ci al expr essi on of ci vi l soci et y . . . Legi sl at i on, whet her pol i t i cal or

ci vi l , never does mor e t han pr ocl ai m, expr ess i n wor ds, t he wi l l of economi c r el at i ons . "

29 .

	

" The Ger man I deol ogy" , East on and Guddat , op . ci t . , p . 470: " The per f ect exampl e of t he

moder n st at e i s Nor t h Amer i ca. The moder n Fr ench, Engl i sh, and Amer i can wr i t er s al l

expr ess t he opi ni on t hat t he st at e exi st s onl y f or t he sake of pr i vat e pr oper t y ; t hi s f act has

ent er ed i nt o t he consci ousness of t he or di nar y man . " Compar e t he cr i t i cal di scussi on of

Car ey, Bast i at and t he Uni t ed St at es i n Gr undr i sse, op . ci t . , pp. 884- 9 .

30 .

	

Gr undr i sse, cp. ci t . , pp . 471- 9; " The Ger man I deol ogy" i n East on and Guddat , ep. ci t . , p.

470 ; " The 18t h Br umai r e of Loui s Bonapar t e" i n Mar x and Engel s, Sel ect ed Wor ks, I , op.

ci t . , pp . 394- 487 ; " The Ci vi l War i n Fr ance" , i bi d. , p . 219 . Mar x' s di scussi on of t he Engl i sh

Fact or y Act s ( i n Capi t al , 1, cp. ci t . , pp . 222- 286) i s anot her exampl e of t hi s except i onal i sm.

31 .

	

" Mani f est o of t he Communi st Par t y" , cp . ci t . , p . 113 .

32 .

	

" Economi c and Phi l osophi c Manuscr i pt s ( 1844) " , i n East on and Guddat , op. ci t . , p . 299 .

33 .

	

Most r ecent l y on t hi s poi nt , see Jur gen Haber mas, Knowl edge and Human I nt er est s,

London : 1972 and Zur Rekonst r ukt i on des Hi st or i schen Mat er i al i smus, Fr ankf ur t am

Mai n: 1976; Jean Baudr i l l ar d, The Mi r r or of Pr oduct i on, St . Loui s : 1975 ; Hannah Ar endt ,

The Human Condi t i on, Chi cago : 1974 ; Al f r ed Schmi dt , The Concept of Nat ur e of Mar x,

London : 1973 ; and Mar shal l Sahl i ns, Cul t ur e and Pr act i cal Reason, Chi cago : 1976 .

34 .

	

Thi s vul ner abl i t y of t he " f r agi l e" achi evement pr i nci pl e t o t hese booms and bust s l ends a

cer t ai n pl ausi bi l i t y t o Mar x' s seemi ngl y si mpl i st i c comment s on t he pr obl emof t he " r ai si ng"

of pr ol et ar i an consci ousness . At t i mes, Mar x was ext r emel y vague ( " The di ssol ut i on of . . .

ol d i deas keeps even pace wi t h t he di ssol ut i on of t he ol d condi t i ons of exi st ence" , et c . ) ; most

of t en, he st r essed t hat pr act i cal act i on ( bot h el ect or al and t r ade uni on) by wor ker s i n t hei r

r evol ut i onar y movement woul d i t sel f r e- shape and cl eanse t he t r adi t i onal " muck" of t hei r

i nt er nal i zed t hought s and habi t s . As I shal l ar gue bel ow, t hese f or mul at i ons ( i n whi ch, as t he
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f amous 1859 Pr ef ace expr essed i t , " consci ousness must be expl ai ned . . . f r om t he

cont r adi ct i on of mat er i al l i f e, f r omt he exi st i ng conf l i ct bet ween t hesoci al pr oduct i ve f or ces

and t he r el at i ons of pr oduct i on" ) become especi al l y pr obl emat i cal under t he condi t i ons of

advanced capi t al i sm.

35 .

	

" ' Kr i sen des Kr i senmanagement ' : El ement e ei ner pol i t i schen Kr i sent heor i e" , i n M. Jani cke,

ed . , Her r schaf i and Kr i se, Opl aden : 1973 ; " St r uct ur al Pr obl ems of t he Capi t al i st St at e" ,

Ger man Pol i t i cal St udi es, vol . 1, 1974, pp . 33- 4 .

36 . Cf . t he di scssi on of r ecent empi r i cal dat a on t hese t r ends i n Bob Rowt hor n, " ' Lat e

Capi t al i sm' " , New Lef t Revi ew, 98, Jul y- August , 1976, especi al l y pp . 71- 3 .

37 . For di scussi ons of r i ght i st cor por at i sm dur i ng t hi s per i od see Ral ph Bowen, Ger man

Theor i es of t he Cor por at i ve St at e: Wi t h Speci al Ref er ence t o t he Per i od 1870- 1919, New

Yor k : 1947, and Mat t hewEl bow, Fr ench Cor por at i ve Theor y 1789- 1948, NewYor k : 1953 ;

f or i t s l ef t ver si on, M. Beer , A Hi st or y of Br i t i sh Soci al i sm, London : 1953. I have r el i ed

especi al l y on t he super b over vi ews of t hi s per i od pr ovi ded by Char l es S. Mai er , Recast i ng

Bour geoi s Eur ope, Pr i nct on: 1975, and Gabr i el Kol ko, Mai n Cur r ent s i n Moder n Amer i can

Hi st or y, New Yor k : 1976.

38.

	

" Bemer kungen zur Wi r t schat skr i se" , Zei t schr i f t . f ur Sozi al f or schung, vol . 2, 1933, p . 350,

quot ed i n G. Mar r amao, " Pol i t i cal Economy and Cr i t i cal Theor y" , Tel os, 24, Summer ,

1975, p . 65 . Especi al l y i mpor t ant i s F. Pol l ock, " St at e Capi t al i sm: I t s Possi bi l i t i es and

Li mi t at i ons" , St udi es i n Phi l osophy and Soci al Sci ence, vol . i x, 1941 . Compar e al so Max

Hor khei mer , " The Aut hor i t ar i an St at e" , Tel os, 15, Spr i ng, 1973 ; Kar l Kor sch, " Capi t al i sm

and Pl anni ng" , Counci l Cor r espondence, 4, Januar y, 1935 ; Her ber t Mar cuse, Negat i ons,

Har mondswor t h : 1972, pp . 3- 42, and T. W. Mason, " The Pr i macy of Pol i t i cs - Pol i t i cs and

Economi cs i n Nat i onal Soci al i st Ger many" , i n S. J . Wool f , ed . , The Nat ur e of Fasci sm,

London : 1968 .

39 .

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op. ci t . , p . 78 ; cf . i bi d. , p . 98, " The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op .

ci t . , p. 125, and I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op. ci t . , pp. 14, 16- 17 .

40 .

	

" The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . , pp . 127- 134 ; cf . " Fur t her Comment s on Mul l er

and Neususs, Tel os, 25, Fal l , 1975, pp . 101, 105 . A r udi ment ar y ver si on of t hi s di st i nct i on

appear s i n hi s di sser t at i on ( I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op. ci t . , p . 17) : " . . . t he f act ual

pol i t i ci zat i on of soci et y ( t he gr owt h i n t he i nf l uence of st at e power i n t he r epr oduct i on

pr ocess) has r educed mat er i al i ncent i ves as a cont r ol mechani sm t o, at most , par t i al

f unct i ons wi t hi n a syst em of aut hor i t ar i an t ot al admi ni st r at i on . . . I nvest ment possi bi l i t i es

ar e cr eat ed and r egul at ed t hr ough pol i t i cal deci si ons, and i t i s t heset hat pr oduce t he l evel of

economi c act i vi t y necessar y t o ensur e cont i nued soci al r epr oduct i on, a l evel of economi c

act i vi t y whi ch coul d not be cr eat ed by t he i ncent i ves r esul t i ng mer el y f r ompr of i t - or i ent ed

capi t al accumul at i on" ( my emphasi s) .

41 . I bi d. , p . 128 .

42.

	

I am her e f ol l owi ng Davi d A. Wol f e, The Economi c Rol e of t he St at e i n Advanced

Capi t al i st Soci et y, ( manuscr i pt , Depar t ment of Pol i t i cal Economy, Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o,

1975) .

43.

	

" The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op. ci t . , p . 130. " Pr oduct i ve" pol i ci es cor r espond

r oughl y t o O' Connor ' s di scussi on of t he st at e' s " soci al i nvest ment " and " soci al

consumpt i on" expendi t ur es ( i n Mar xi an t er ms, t o soci al const ant capi t al and soci al var i abl e

capi t al ) ; cf . James O' Connor , The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he St at e, NewYor k : 1973 . Not e t hat Of f e

al so r el i es on Al t vat er ' s cont ent i on t hat t he gr owi ng " aut onomi zat i on" of st at e act i vi t i es i s

di r ect ed pr i mar i l y at t he cr eat i on of t he gener al condi t i ons f or capi t al i st pr oduct i on ; cf . E.
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Al t vat er , " Zu ei ni gen Pr obl emen des St aat si nt er vent i oni smus" , Pr obl eme des

Kl assendampf s, 3, May, 1972.

44.

	

" The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op. ci t . , p . 132 ; cf . " Fur t her Comment s" , op . ci t . , pp.

104- 5 and " Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op . ci t . , pp . 78, 99f f . Of f e her e si dest eps t he wel l - wor n, but

i mpor t ant t r adi t i on of i nt er pr et at i ve cont r over si es sur r oundi ng t he act ual char act er of

l i ber al capi t al i sm' s cr i si s t endenci es . On t hi s t r adi t i on, cf . P. M. Sweezy, The Theor y of

Capi t al i st Devel opment , New Yor k : 1942, chs . 8- 11 ; Russel l Jocoby, " The Pol i t i cs of t he

Cr i si s Theor y : Towar d t he Cr i t i que of Aut omat i c Mar xi smI I " , Tel os, 23, Spr i ng, 1975 and

" Pol i t i cal Economy and Cl ass Unconsci ousness" , Theor y and Soci et y, 5, 1978 ; Mar r amao,

" Pol i t i cal Economy and Cr i t i cal Theor y" , op . ci t . ; and Tr ent Schr oyer , The Cr i t i que of

Domi nat i on, Bost on : 1975 .

45 .

	

Cf . Davi d Yaf f e " The Mar xi an Theor y of Cr i si s, Capi t al and t he St at e" , Economy and

Soci et y, Vol . 2, 1973, f or whom st at e expendi t ur e i s a sel f - def eat i ng st r at egy si nce i t i s

" unpr oduct i ve" , t her eby cur t ai l i ng t he quant i t y of sur pl us val ue avai l abl e f or pr i vat e capi t al

accumul at i on . Accor di ng t o Yaf f e, st at e expendi t ur e cer t ai nl y " r eal i zes" sur pl us val ue ; but

t he pr oduct s pur chased by t he st at e ar e acqui r ed wi t h al r eady- pr oduced sur pl us val ue . I n

suppor t of Of f e, compar e Henr i Lef ebvr e' s t heses on t he r ecent emer gence of " l e mode de

pr oduct i on et at i que" i n hi s t r eat i se, De 1' Et at , especi al l y vol umes I , L' Et at dans l e monde

moder ne and 3, Le mode de pr oduct i on et at i que, Par i s : 1976- 77 .

46.

	

" Advanced Capi t al i smand t he Wel f ar e St at e" , Pol i t i cs and Soci et y, Summer , 1972, p . 483

and " I nt r oduct i on t o Par t I I " , i n L. Li nber g et . al , op. ci t . , p . 253 . Mor e gener al l y, cf. Jur gen

Haber mas, Theor y and Pr act i ce, Bost on : 1973, pp . 228- 9 and Lesl i e Skl ai r , Or gani zed

Knowl edge, Bungay : 1973, especi al l y ch . I .

47.

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op . ci t . , p . 81 . At t he same t i me, not e t hat Of f e i s i mpat i ent wi t h

var i ous at t empt s at cr i t i ci zi ng t he pr esent vi a such f or mal i st i c, " l azy" cat egor i es as

" advanced i ndust r i al soci et y" , " t he t echnol ogi cal vei l " , " t he af f l uent monst er " ; r est i ng mor e

on epi gr ams, such at t empt s obscur e, r at her t han i l l umi nat e t he act ual pr ocesses of l at e

capi t al i st soci al r epr oduct i on, as he st r esses i n hi s ear l y cr i t i que of Mar cuse ; cf . " Techni k

and Ei ndi mensi onal i f at ; ei ne Ver si on der Technokr at i et hese?" , i n J . Haber mas, ed . ,

Ant wor t en auf Her ber t Mar cuse, Fr ankf ur t am Mai n : 1968.

48 .

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op. ci t . , p . 94.

49 .

	

Rudol f Hi l f er di ng, Pr ot okol l des SPD- Par t ei i ages i n Ki el , 1927, devel oped t hi s ar gument

t o i ndi cat e t he shi f t i n " or gani zed capi t al i sm" f r om " mar ket - det er mi ned" t o pol i t i cal l y

condi t i oned wage st r uct ur es dependent upon t he st r engt h of t r ade uni on or gani zat i on . Thi s

al so became a key el ement i n t he ar gument of M. Kal ecki , Sel ect ed Essays on t he Dynami cs

of t he Capi t al i st Economy, 1933- 1970, Cambr i dge : 1971 . I t shoul d be not ed, as a passi ng

qual i f i cat i on t o Of f e' s f or mul at i on, t hat by no means ar e t he r et ur ns t o l abpur spr ead evenl y

t hr oughout t he or gani zed ol i gopol y sect or : women, i mmi gr ant s and ot her r aci al mi nor i t i es

t end t o be l i t t l e bet t er of f t han t hei r count er par t s i n t he compet i t i ve sect or ( cf . O' Connor ,

The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he St at e, op . ci t . , p . 16) .

50 .

	

Per haps t he best exampl e of t hi s ext er nal i zat i on i s t he r ecent shar peni ng of wage di sput es

wi t hi n t he st at e sect or , a consequence of publ i c sect or uni ons' at t empt s t o peg t hei r wage

r at es and wor ki ng condi t i ons t o cor r espondi ng r at es and condi t i ons wi t hi n t he ol i gopol y

sect or . On t he t heor y of t he i nf l at i on bar r i er t o r ai si ng cor por at e pr of i t s, see Joan Robi nson

and John Eat wel l , An I nt r oduct i on t o Moder n Economi cs, London : 1973, pp . 190- 1 .

51 .

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op . ci t . , p . 94 .

52 . I bi d. , I pp . 99- 101 .
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53 .

	

Pol i t i cal Power and Soci al Cl asses, op. ci t . , pp . 99- 119, and hi s cr i t i que of t he P. C. F.

" st amocap" t hesi s i n Cl asses i n Cont empor ar y Capi t al i sm, op. ci t . , pp . 156- 164.

54.

	

Thus, Of f e engages i n I deol ogi ekr i t i k by poi nt i ng i n sever al pl aces t o t wo di amet r i cal l y-

opposed t heor i es of t he st at e whi ch have emer ged under l at e capi t al i st condi t i ons . These

t heor i es can be sai d t o be i deol ogi cal i nsof ar as t hey syst emat i cal l y r eveal as wel l as censor or

conceal t he act ual dynami cs of , and const r ai nt s upon, t hi s " st at e appar at us" ; cf . " St r uct ur al

Pr obl ems of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op. ci t . , pp . 31f f . , " Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op. ci t . , pp . 73f f ,

and ( wi t h Vol ker Ronge) " Theses on t he Theor y of t he St at e" , New Ger man Cr i t i que, 6,

Fal l , 1975, p . 139 . The f i r st vi ew ( t he " i nf l uence and const r ai nt " vi ewpoi nt s of Domhof f ,

McConnel l , and t he " st amocap" t hesi s) i ncl udes t hose t heor i es whi ch concei ve of t he st at e as

a mer e i nst r ument of a post ul at ed r ul i ng cl ass . Br i ef l y, Of f e has t he f ol l owi ng cr i t i ci sms :

( a) These t heor i es cannot pr ove t he st r uct ur al l y- det er mi ned cl ass- char act er of t he st at e :

" t hey . . . r est r i ct t hemsel ves t o i nvest i gat i ng ext er nal det er mi nant s whi ch make t he cont ent

of t he pol i t i cal pr ocesses cl ass- bound" ( " St r uct ur al Pr obl ems" , op . ci t . , p . 33) . I n t hi s sense,

t hey r emai n wi t hi n t he conf i nes of a pl ur al i st model - t hey do not demonst r at e t hat t he

pr eponder ant wei ght of cer t ai n i nt er est gr oups i s act ual l y a cl ass i nt er est wi t hout " f al se-

consci ousness" . Mor eover ( her e Of f e i s cl ose t o Poul ant zas and agai nst Mi l i band) , t hey

cannot account f or t he f act t hat , on many occasi ons, st at e pol i ci es cannot be t r aced back t o

some pr esumed ext er nal r ul i ng cl ass i nf l uence, but must be expl ai ned t hr ough r ecour se t o

not i ons of i nf l uence emanat i ng f r om wi t hi n t he st at e st r uct ur es ; ( b) These t heor i es al so

r emai n bogged wi t hi n ver y si mpl i st i c and mechani st i c concept s of power and aut hor i t y .

The pr obl em t o whi ch Of f e poi nt s i s t hat " One can onl y have power over somet hi ng whi ch

accor di ng t o i t s own st r uct ur e al l ows power t o be exer ci sed on i t , and r esponds t o i t , whi ch

f or i t s par t , so t o speak, aut hor i zes, t he exer ci se of power " ( i bi d. , p. 35) . Hence, Of f e poi nt s

t o a cr uci al t heor et i cal pr obl em, vi z . , t he need f or a cr i t i cal under st andi ng of t he ways i n

whi ch t he ver y i nt er nal st r uct ur es of t he l at e capi t al i st st at e guar ant ee t he obj ect i ve i nt er est s

of t he cont empor ar y accumul at i on pr ocess . I n summar y, Of f e pr ai ses t hese i nst r ument al

t heor i es of t he l at e capi t al i st st at e f or suggest i ng t he " bi as of pl ur al i sm" , t hat i s, t he

pr eponder ant i nf l uence of t he weal t hy and power f ul ; but t hese t heor i es can i n no way

expl ai n t he necessi t y of t hi s st at e of af f ai r s . On t he ot her hand, t he ker nel of t r ut h r eveal ed by

t he " i nt egr at i on" model i s t hat i t poi nt s t o t he r ecent qual i t at i ve expansi on of st at e act i vi t y

( " Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op. ci t . , pp . 77- 8) . However , t o t he ext ent t hat such vi ews post ul at e a

spher e of unconst r ai ned, neut r al pol i t i cal i nst i t ut i ons wi t hi n whi ch or gani zed i nt er est s

st r uggl e t o l i ck t he publ i c sal t bl ock, t hey l apse i nt o myst i f i cat i on . Ther eby, t hey f al l vi ct i m

t o t he st r ong pr i maf aci e ar gument s put f or war d by t he i nf l uence and const r ai nt t heor i st s .

Thr ough a di al ect i cal over comi ng of t hese t wo appar ent l y host i l e t heor i es, Of f e comes t o

deal wi t h t he " cl ass power or st at e power " di sput e vi a anot her quest i on : I n what sense can i t

be ar gued demonst r abl y t hat t he st at es al l ocat i ve and pr oduct i ve pol i ci es cont i nue t o be f or

capi t al , and have not shi f t ed t he or gani zat i onal pr i nci pl e of our soci al f or mat i ons f r om

capi t al i st t o, say, " post - i ndust r i al " or " wel f ar e" ? Expr essed si mpl y, i n what r espect does t hi s

st at e appar at us r emai n a capi t al i st st at e? Of cour se, t hi s i mpor t ant f or mul at i on makes a

mocker y of Mul l er and Neussuss' cl ai m t hat Of f e, t he soci al democr at , has posi t ed t he

" absol ut e separ at i on" of t he l at e capi t al i st st at e f r omt he domai n of economi c pr oduct i on,

W. Mul l er and C. Neususs, " The I l l usi on of St at e Soci al i smand t he Cont r adi ct i on Bet ween

Wage Labour and Capi t al " , Tel os, 25, [ Fal l , 1975Q, pp . 18- 23) .

55.

	

Cf. " The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . , p. 126, wher e Of f e poi nt s out t hat t he

st at e' s " power r eal t i onshi ps, i t s ver y deci si on- maki ng power depends ( l i ke ever y ot her soci al

r el at i onshi p i n capi t al i st soci et y) upon t he pr esence and cont i nui t y of t he accumul at i on

pr ocess . I n t he absence of accumul at i on, ever yt hi ng, and especi al l y t he power of t he st at e,

t ends t o di si nt egr at e . " Thus, t he st at e' s or i ent at i on t o t he accumul at i on pr ocess i s

condi t i oned " st r uct ur al l y" , and not by t he f act s of " per sonal t i es" , " conspi r aci es" , or

common " soci al or i gi ns" of act or s wi t hi n st at e and i ndust r i al ci r cl es, et c . Of f e i s her e i n

accor d wi t h Poul ant zas' st i ngi ng cr i t i ci sm of Mi l i band' s f ai l ur e t o gr asp t he st at e as an

obj ect i ve syst emof r egul ar connect i ons whose " per sonnel " ar e i n a r eal sense i t s " agent s" or

" bear er s . "
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56 .

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y' , op . ci t . , pp . 95- 6, 101- 2; cf . " The Abol i t i on of Mar ket Cont r ol and t he
Pr obl em of Legi t i macy I I " , Kapi t al i st at e, 2, 1973, passi m.

57 . These f or mul at i ons ar e uncomf or t abl y common i n r ecent Mar xi st debat es on t he
i nt er nat i onal r ecessi on f r om a " pol i t i cal economy" per spect i ve . See, f or exampl e, I an
Gough, " St at e Expendi t ur e i n Advanced Capi t al i sm" , New Lef t Revi ew, 92, 1975, p . 66:
" The basi c st r uggl e at bot h t he economi c and pol i t i cal l evel t oday i s of cour se t hat bet ween
capi t al and l abour . " The " post - t heor et i ci st " phase of Al t husser i ani sm al so di spl ays t hi s
f ai t hf ul f or mal i sm, as i n Poul ant zas, Cl asses i n Cont empor ar y Capi t al i sm, op. ci t . , sect i on 3
and " The Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . , p. 69 : " . . . t he wor ki ng cl ass i s nei t her i nt egr at ed nor
di l ut ed i n t he' syst em' . I t cont i nues t o exi st as a di st i nct cl ass, whi ch i s pr eci sel y what soci al
democr acy demonst r at es ( per t i nent ef f ect s) , si nce i t t oo i s a wor ki ng cl ass phenomenon ( as
Leni n knew onl y t oo wel l ) , wi t h i t s own speci al l i nks wi t h t he wor ki ng cl ass . . . So t he
wor ki ng cl ass cont i nues t o be a di st i nct cl ass, whi ch al so ( and chi ef l y) means we can
r easonabl y hope t hat i t wi l l not et er nal l y cont i nue - wher e i t st i l l does - t o be soci al -
democr at i c and t hat soci al i sms' pr ospect s t her ef or e r emai n i nt act i n Eur ope . " Fr om a
Canadi an per spect i ve, t hi s f or mal i sm pr edomi nat es i n Har ol d Chor ney et . al , " The St at e
and Pol i t i cal Economy" , t hi s Jour nal , Vol . 1, No . 3, Fal l , 1977, and Leo Pani t ch, ed . , The
Canadi an St at e : Pol i t i cal Economy and Pol i t i cal Power , Tor ont o and Buf f al o : 1977.

58 .

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op. ci t . , p . 102 .

59 .

	

To use t he t er m of P. Bachr ach and M. Bar at z, Power and Pover t y, New Yor k : 1970; cf .
Of f e' s i nt r oduct i on t o t hei r wor k, " Ei nl ei t ung" , P. Bachr ach and M. Bar at z, Macht and
Ar mut . Ei ne t heor ei i sch- empi r i sche Unt er suchung, Fr ankf ur t am Mai n : 1977; and
" St r uct ur al Pr obl ems" , op . ci t . , pp . 36 f f . , wher e he el abor at es t hr ee f or ms of sel ect i vi t y
oper at i ng at t he st r uct ur al , i deol ogi cal , pr ocess, and r epr essi ve " l evel s . " Not e t hat
Luhmann' s syst em- t heor et i cal ar gument ( i n hi s Sozi ol ogi sche Auj kl ar ung, i n t he debat e
wi t h Haber mas, and el sewher e) t hat al l soci o- pol i t i cal or gani zat i ons i nvol ve a sel ect i ve
" r educt i on of soci al compl exi t y" , i . e. , a necessar y pr ot ect i on agai nst a chaot i c mul t i pl i ci t y of
possi bl e event s, i s seen by Of f e t o be i ncapabl e of assessi ng t hei r degr ee of hi st or i cal l y-
speci f i c r epr essi veness .

60.

	

" Advanced Capi t al i sm" , op. ci t . , p . 485; cf . " Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op . ci t . , pp . 103- 5, " Ei n
bi eder mei er l i cher Weg zum Sozi al i smus?" , Der Spi egel , 24, Febr uar y 24, 1975, wher e Of f e
sl ams t he West Ger man S. P. D. f or i t s habi t ual r el i ance on " si l ent conf i dence wor k"
( ger auschl ose " Ver t r auensar bei t " ) i n i t s pol i cy maki ng, and I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op.
ci t . , pp . 12- 13 : " The soci al i mager y of t he achi evi ng soci et y i s domi nat ed by t he abst r act
not i on of ' ef f i ci ency' . Thi s i mpl i es not onl y t he r epr essi on of t hose pr act i cal desi r es whi ch
cannot demonst r at e any f unct i onal cont r i but i on t o t he over al l syst emof achi evement , but
al so di scr i mi nat i on agai nst any at t empt t o chal l enge t he cr i t er i a of achi evement and
ef f i ci ency t hr ough t he f r amewor k of concept s of use val ue . "

61 .

	

" The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . , pp . 140, 143 . Of f e' s ent husi ast i c assumpt i on
t hat " Par t i ci pat i on and unf i l t er ed conf l i ct t ends t o i nt er f er e wi t h t he i nst i t ut i onal
const r ai nt s under whi ch st at e agenci es have t o oper at e, and, as coul d be demonst r at ed i n t he
cases of par t i ci pat i on- based wel f ar e pol i ci es, ur ban pol i ci es, and educat i on pol i ci es, l ead t o
a hi ghl y unst abl e si t uat i on" needs t o be t emper ed wi t h t he mor e sober i ng possi bi l i t y of
" pseudo- par t i ci pat i on" , whi ch has of t en pr ovi ded usef ul t echni cal i nf or mat i on and l evel s of
" cl i ent mot i vat i on" f or pl anner s . Ther eby, t he scope and f easi bi l i t y of t he pl anni ng pr ocess i s
f aci l i t at ed : t he squeaky wheel has r ecei ved i t s gr ease .

62 .

	

" Pol i t i cal Aut hor i t y" , op. ci t . , pp . 104- 5 . I n hi s mor e r ecent wr i t i ngs, Of f e t ends t o deny t he
st at e' s capaci t y t o manage t he pr oduct i on of symbol s, as i n hi s cr i t i que of Edel man and
Maynt z i n " I nt r oduct i on t o Par t 11" , op. ci t . , pp . 257- 9 . I shal l r et ur n t o t hi s poi nt . Mor e
gener al l y, see one of t he f i nest wor ks of Ji i r gen Haber mas, St r ukur wandel der
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df f ent l i chkei i . Unt er suchungen zu ei ner Kat egor i e der bur ger l i chen Gesel l schaf t , Neuwi ed

and Ber l i n : 1962, wher e t he at t empt ed t r ansf i gur at i on of a conf l i ct - r i dden pol i t i cs i nt o

admi ni st r at i on i s t r aced . Her e Haber mas shows how t he cont ent of an i mpor t ant her i t age of

l i ber al mar ket soci et y - t he " bour geoi s publ i c spher e" ( bur ger l i cher Of f ent l i chkei t ) - i s

downgr aded by t he pol i t i cal manager s of advanced capi t al i sm. Root ed or i gi nal l y i n t he

di st i nct i on bet ween publ i c and pr i vat e i n anci ent Gr eece, " publ i c spher e" , i n i t s most gener al

sense, r ef er s t o t hat " space" whi ch medi at es t he st at e appar at us and t he pr i vat e af f ai r s of

i ndi vi dual s ; i n br i ef , t o a r eal m of soci al l i f e i n whi ch somet hi ng appr oachi ng publ i c opi ni on

can be f or med . A f or m of t hi s publ i c spher e not i on was r esur r ect ed by t he Eur opean

bour geoi s i n i t s assaul t upon t he secr et i ve domi ni on of f eudal soci et y ; i n monar chi c f or m i t

can be t r aced t o t he Physi ocr at s' not i on of opi ni on publ i que, whi l e i n l i ber al f or m i t i s

f or eshadowed i n a r udi ment ar y way i n Locke and, l at er , among Scot t i sh mor al i st s,

and Bent ham and James Mi l l . Of cour se, as Haber mas st r esses, t hese not i ons of a " publ i c"

must not be conf used wi t h t he pr i nci pl e of uni ver sal democr acy, under st ood as t he equal ,

ef f ect i ve f r eedomof al l t o bot h use and devel op t hei r capaci t i es . At f i r st , and wi t h onl y some

except i ons ( e. g . , Wi nst anl ey, Rousseau, Jef f er son) , " t he publ i c" was t aken t o i ncl ude onl y

mal e pr oper t y owner s . Yet at l east t he pr i nci pl e of t he publ i c spher e pr esupposed t he

possi bi l i t y of a r easoni ng, cr i t i cal publ i c i n sear ch of r at i onal uni ver sal s and t he abol i t i on of

t he t echni cal r at i onal i t y of mar ket soci et y . I nt ended as over seer of t he st at e appar at us, t hi s

spher e and i t s " publ i c" coi nci ded wi t h such cl ai ms as t he r i ght t o r epr esent at i on, f r eedomof

speech and assembl y, and publ i c opi ni on . I n t he t r ansi t i on f r om t he pol i t i cal cl ass

domi nat i on of f eudal i sm t o t he bour geoi s cl ass domi nat i on i n de- pol i t i ci zed f or m ( whi ch

Of f e has anal yzed) , t he emer gence of t hi s l i ber al publ i c spher e not onl y si gnal l ed a new

mechani sm of l egi t i mat i ng st at e i nst i t ut i ons, i t al so poi nt ed, i n pr i nci pl e at l east , t o

r est r i ct i ons on pol i t i cal power . " I n t he f i r st moder n const i t ut i ons t he cat al ogues of

f undament al r i ght s wer e a per f ect i mage of t he l i ber al model of t he publ i c spher e : t hey

guar ant eed t he soci et y as a spher e of pr i vat e aut onomy and t he r est r i ct i on of publ i c

aut hor i t y t o a f ew f unct i ons . Bet ween t hese t wo spher es, t he const i t ut i ons f ur t her i nsur ed

t he exi st ence of a r eal mof pr i vat e i ndi vi dual s assembl ed i nt o a publ i c body who as ci t i zens

t r ansmi t t he needs of bour geoi s soci et y t o t he st at e, i n or der , i deal l y, t o t r ansf or mpol i t i cal

i nt o " r at i onal " aut hor i t y wi t hi n t he medi um of t hi s publ i c spher e . The gener al i nt er est ,

whi ch was t he measur e of such a r at i onal i t y, was t hen guar ant eed, accor di ng t o t he

pr esupposi t i ons of a soci et y of f r ee commodi t y exchange, when t he act i vi t i es of pr i vat e

i ndi vi dual s i n t he mar ket pl ace wer e f r eed f r om soci al compul si on and f r om pol i t i cal

pr essur e i n t he publ i c spher e. " Agai n, Haber mas i s emphat i c t hat t he dual i st i c spl i t bet ween

bour geoi s ( t he not i on of i ndi vi dual s as but sel f - r egar di ng manager s of t hei r capaci t i es and

pr oper t y) and ot her - r egar di ng, egal i t ar i an ci t oyen i s not over come i n al l t hi s. As he

acknowl edges wi t h r ef er ence t o John St uar t Mi l l and de Tocquevi l l e, t hi s bour geoi s model

of t he publ i c spher e vei l ed t he cl ass expl oi t at i on whi ch made a mocker y of i t s supposed

aut hent i ci t y . Thi s r eadi l y became appar ent wi t h t he emer gence of t he Engl i sh Char t i st

movement and t he Fr ench Febr uar y r evol ut i on ; t he l i mi t ed publ i c spher e was now st r et ched

beyond t he pr ovi nces of t he bour geoi si e so as t o i ncl ude pr ol et ar i an el ement s f or t he f i r st

t i me . Ther ewi t h, t he publ i c spher e became a cour t of appeal whi ch was much l ess soci al l y

excl usi ve and r acked by vi ol ent conf l i ct . Ther e was a f l ower i ng of pol i t i cal j our nal s,

di scussi on ci r cl es, cl ubs, and t he l ocal pol i t i cal newspaper emer ged as a vehi cl e f or publ i c

communi cat i on . Haber mas' i mpor t ant ar gument i s t hat , i n t he t r ansi t i on t o advanced

capi t al i sm, t hi s publ i c spher e has been col oni sed f r omabove . A host of or gani zed, power f ul

i nt er est s i ncl udi ng t he gi ant cor por at i ons, or gani zed l abour , t he car t el i zed pol i t i cal par t i es,

i ncumbent gover nment s and t he or gani zed mass medi a i mposes i t sel f upon i t . Thi s f i r st

begi ns ar ound t he 1830' s i n Eur ope and Nor t h Amer i ca and i s, accor di ng t o Haber mas, t he

har bi nger of t he l at er publ i c opi ni on deal i ng, " t he t r ansf or mat i on f r om a j our nal i sm of

convi ct i on t o one of commer ce" and, t her ewi t h, t he possi bi l i t y of " publ i c r el at i ons wor k"

( bf f ent l i chkei t sar bei t ) . The pr omi se of t he ni net eent h cent ur y publ i c spher e becomes

submer ged i n t he commodi f xed domai n of or gani zed pr oduct i on and consumpt i on : " When

t he l aws of t he mar ket whi ch gover n t he spher e of commodi t y exchange and soci al l abour

al so penet r at e t he spher e r eser ved f or pr i vat e peopl e as publ i c, cr i t i cal j udgment
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( Rasonnement ) t r ansf or ms i t sel f t endent i al l y i nt o consumpt i on, and t he cont ext of publ i c

communi cat i on br eaks down i nt o act s whi ch ar e uni f or ml y char act er i zed by i ndi vi dual i zed
r ecept i on" ( p. 194) . For f ur t her exami nat i ons of t hi s pr oduct i on of l egi t i mat i on see

Mi l i band, The St at e i n Capi t al i st Soci et y, op . ci t . , chs . 7- 8 and James Per r y, The New

Pol i t i cs : The Expandi ng Technol ogy of Pol i t i cal Mani pul at i on, London : 1968 ; t he l at t er i s
an i mpor t ant hi st or y of t he emer gence of t he mer chandi zi ng of pol i t i cal candi dat es f r omt he

t i me of t he f i r st pol i t i cal management f i r m of Whi t aker and Baxt er i n Cal i f or ni a dur i ng t he

1930' s t hr ough t o t he mor e r ecent campai gns of Reagan, Rockef el l er , Romney and Schapp .

63 .

	

I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op . ci t . , p . 11 .

JOHNKEANE

64.

	

Cf . C. B. Macpht r son, Democr at i c Theor y : Essays i n Ret r i eval , London : 1973, p . 78 :
" Ther e i s no doubt about t he vi ol ence done t o t he t r adi t i onal t heor y by what we may cal l t he

Schumpet er / Dahl axi s . The t r adi t i onal t heor y of ( John St uar t ) Mi l l , car r i ed over i nt o t he
t went i et h cent ur y by such wr i t er s as A. S . Li ndsay and Er nest Bar ker , gave democr acy a

mor al di mensi on : i t saw democr acy as devel opment al , as a mat t er of t he i mpr ovement of
manki nd . The Schumpet er - Dahl axi s, on t he cont r ar y, t r eat s democr acy as a mechani sm,
t he essent i al f unct i on of whi ch i s t o mai nt ai n an equi l i br i um. "

65 .

	

" St r uct ur al Pr obl ems" , op. ci t . , p. 46. Thi s i s al so Theodor e Lowi ' s ar gument i n The End of
Li ber al i sm: I deol ogy, Pol i cy, and t he Cr i si s of Publ i c Aut hor i t y, New Yor k : 1969.

66.

	

I bi d. , p . 47 ; cf . " The Theor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . , p . 127 . Act ual l y, t hi s poi nt

r equi r es some cl ar i f i cat i on, f or t he gener al f or m of t hi s st r uct ur al pr obl em pr edat es t he

per i od of l at e capi t al i sm. I t f i r st emer ges wi t h t he di si nt egr at i on of t he ki nshi p basi s of t r i bal

soci et i es and t he emer gence of cl ass domi nat ed soci et i es ( e . g . , t he ear l y ci vi l i sat i ons of

Mesopot ami a, Egypt , anci ent Chi na, I ndi a and t he Amer i cas, Eur opean f uedal i sm, et c . )
whi ch assume a pol i t i cal f or m, t he r epr oduct i on of whi ch depends on t he conver si on of

pol i t i cal power i nt o pol i t i cal aut hor i t y vi a t he sacr ed canopy of l egi t i mat i ng t r adi t i ons . Thi s
i nsi ght was capt ur ed by Weber ' s own def i ni t i on of any st at e as " a r el at i on of men

domi nat i ng men, a r el at i on suppor t ed by means of l egi t i mat e ( t hat i s, consi der ed t o be
l egi t i mat e) vi ol ence . "

67 .

	

" Advanced Capi t al i sm" , op. ci t . , p. 480. Haber mas' compl ai nt ( Legi t i mat i on Cr i si s, Bost on :

1975, pp . 162- 3 . not e i ) t hat Of f e' s t heor y of t he usual l y- l at ent cl ass bi as of t he st at e means
t hat t hi s " bi as" i s i naccessi bl e t o " obj ect i vat i ng knowl edge" and, t her ef or e, st r i cken by bl i nd,
" act i oni st i c" concl usi ons, mi sses t he si gni f i cance of t he i mpor t ance whi ch Of f e at t aches t o
t he t heor y of cr i si s . Af t er al l , cr i si s- t endenci es ar e pr eci sel y t hose obj ect i ve si t uat i ons wi t hi n

whi ch t he usual l y- l at ent " i nt ent i ons" of t he st at e may become mani f est , as Of f e i ndi cat es

( " I nt r oduct i on of Par t I I , op . ci t . , p . 246) : " A cont r adi ct i on i s t he t endency i nher ent t o a
speci f i c mode of pr oduct i on t o dest r oy t hose ver y pr econdi t i ons on whi ch i t s sur vi val
depends. Cont r adi ct i ons become mani f est i n si t uat i ons wher e . . . a col l i si on occur s bet ween
t he' const i t uent pr econdi t i ons and t he r esul t s of a speci f i c mode of pr oduct i on, or wher e t he
necessar y becomes i mpossi bl e and t he i mpossi bl e becomes necessar y" ( my emphasi s) . Thi s

i s el abor at ed i n " ' Kr i sen des Kr i senmanagement " ' op . ci t . I t shoul d al so be r ecogni zed t hat

" cr i si s" has nowadays become a mani pul at i ve wor d f or househol d consumpt i on - t her e ar e
" cr i ses i n t he West " , " per sonal cr i ses" " ener gy cr i si s" , " par l i ament ar y/ const i t ut i onal cr i ses" ,

and so on . I t s mor e cl assi cal meani ng has become wor n out . Of f e' s use of t he t er mmust be

di st i ngui shed f r omt hese r ecent vul gar i zat i ons, f or hi s use of " cr i si s" cl ear l y owes much t o i t s

ear l y medi cal and dr amat ur gi cal or i gi ns, upon whi ch, i ndeed, Mar x' s t heor y of cr i si s had
been const r uct ed ; cf . Haber mas Legi t i mat i on Cr i si s, op . ci t . , pp . 1- 2 and Theor y and
Pr act i ce, op. ci t . , pp. 212- 235, and t he usef ul sur vey of t he concept by Randol ph St ar n,
" Hi st or i ans and ` Cr i si s'" , Past and Pr esent , Vol . 52, August , 1971 .

68 .

	

Paul Bar an and Paul Sweezy, Monopol y Capi t al , Har mondswor t h : 1969.
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69 . " Theses" , op . ci t . ; cf . " The Teor y of t he Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . p . 139, and " Ei n

bi eder mei er l i cher Weg" , op. ci t . Mor e gener al l y, see O' Connor , The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he

St at e, op . ci t . , and, wi t hi n t he Canadi an cont ext , Ri ck Deat on, " The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he

St at e i n Canada" , i n D. I . Roussopoul os, ed . , The Pol i t i cal Economy of t he St at e, Mont r eal :

1973 .

70. " I nt r oduct i on t o Par t 11" , op. ci t . , pp. 252- 3, " Fur t her Comment s" , op. ci t . , pp . 107- 8,

I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op . ci t . , p. 19, and " Advanced Capi t al i sm" , op . ci t . , pp . 487- 8 .

These ar gument s agai n der i ve f r om O' Connor , The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he St at e, op . ci t .

71 . St r ukt ur pr obl eme des Kapi t al i st i schen St at ues, Fr ankf ur t am Mai n : 1972: ch . 4 ; cf .
" Theses" . op. ci t . , pp . 144- 5, wher e Of f e poi nt s t o t he r easons why t he " t axi ng away" of

cor por at e pr of i t s i s of t en unpopul ar among sect or s of capi t al , t hough t hese r easons coul d

easi l y be ext ended t o cover ot her conf l i ct s, f or exampl e, over t he oper at i ons of t r ans-

nat i onal cor por at i ons, decent r al i zat i on st r at egi es whi ch cont i nue t o have a " r egi onal " bi as,

et c . For t he cr i t i que of Weber , cf . " Rat i onal i t at skr i t er i en and Funkt i onspr obl eme

pol i t i sche- admi ni st r at i ve Handel ns" , Levi at han, 3, 1974, and " The Theor y of t he

Capi t al i st St at e" , op . ci t . , pp . 136- 7, 142. I n Ber uf sbi l dungsr ef or m. Fr ankf ur t am Mai n :

1975, Of f e has t est ed t hi s pol i t i cal di l emma of t echnocr acy t heor em wi t h r ef er ence t o

unsuccessf ul S. P. D. Gover nment at t empt s t o r at i onal i ze t he pr ovi si on of vocat i onal

t r ai ni ng . Poul ant zas r ef er s t o t hese gener al pl anni ng di f f i cul t i es i n hi s comment s on t he

st at e' s " cr i si s of r epr esent at i veness" i n Cl asses i n Cont empor ar y Capi t al i sm, op. ci t . , pp .

168- 174, as does Of f e' s col l abor at or , Vol ke Ronge, who speaks of t he " pol i t i ci zat i on of

admi ni st r at i on" under advanced capi t al i st condi t i ons, " The Pol i t i ci zat i on of Admi ni st r at i on

i n Advanced Capi t al i st Soci et i es" , Pol i t i cal St udi es, vol . 22, 1, Mar ch, 1974 .

72.

	

" I nt r oduct i on t o Par t I I " , op. ci t . , p. 255 ; cf . " Advanced Capi t al i sm" , op. ci t . , pp . 481- 2 and

" Theses" , op . ci t . , p . 145 : " . . t he st at e' s at t empt s t o mai nt ai n and uni ver sal i ze t he commodi t y

f or mdo r equi r e or gani zat i ons whi ch cease t o be subj ect t o t he commodi t y f or mi n t hei r own

mode of oper at i on. " Thi s t hesi s was f i r st wor ked out i n St r ukt ur pr obl eme, op. ci t . , pp . 27-

63, abbr evi at ed t r ansl at i ons of whi ch appear ed i n Kapi t al i st at e, 1 and 2, ( 1973) . The t heme

of abst r act and concr et e l abour i s cent r al i n a r ecent di scussi on by James O' Connor ,

" Pr oduct i ve and Unpr oduct i ve Labor " , Pol i t i cs and Soci et y, vol . 5, 3, 1975 .

73 .

	

" I nt r oduct i on t o Par t I I " , op . ci t . , p . 256 . Thi s ar gument can be under st ood as anal ogous t o

Mar x' s comment s on t he uni nt ended and i r oni c " soci al i zat i on" of t he pr oduct i ve pr ocess

under ear l y ni net eent h cent ur y i ndust r i al capi t al i sm. Accor di ng t o t hi s " soci al i zat i on"

t hesi s, t he or gani zat i on and " l evel l i ng" of pr ol et ar i ans under capi t al i st modes of f act or y

or gani zat i on was seen t o be an essent i al devel opment i n t he f or mat i on of a t r ul y uni ver sal ,

consci ous human communi t y def i ned by i t s condi t i ons of l abour .

74 .

	

" St r uct ur al Pr obl ems" , op . ci t . , p . 49; cf . " I nt r oduct i on t o Par t I I " , op . ci t . , p. 256.

75 .

	

" Theses" , op . ci t . , pp . 146- 7 and I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op . ci t . , passi m.

76 .

	

Cf . C. B . Macpher son, The ol i t i cal Theor y of Possessi ve I ndi vi dual i sm, London : 1962 and

Democr at i c Theor y, op. ci t . , especi al l y pp . 25- 31 .

77 .

	

I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op. ci t . , p . 42 . Agai nst t he power s of chur ch and st at e, and echoi ng

Hobbes' cont ent i on t hat " A Fr ee- Man, i s he, t hat i n t hose t hi ngs, whi ch by hi s st r engt h and

wi t he i s abl e t o do, i s not hi nder ed t o do what he has a wi l l t o" , Levi at han, par t 2, ch. 2l , C. B.

Macpher son, ed . , Har mondswor t h : 1972, p . 262 . Locke expr essed t he t enet s . of possessi ve

i ndi vi dual i sm i n t hi s way : " ever y man i s ent i t l ed t o consi der what sui t s hi s own conveni ence,

and f ol l ow what ever cour se he j udges best " , i n A Let t er on Tol er at i on, Oxf or d : 1968, J . W.

Gough, ed . , p . 89 .
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78 .

	

I ndust r y and i nequal i t y, op . ci t . , pp . 14- 15 ; cf . i bi d . , p . 134 : " I t can be t aken as a basi c soci al

f act i n al l i ndust r i al soci et i es t hat st r at a and cl asses, economi c power and t he i r r at i onal i t i es

of t he educat i onal syst em ar e domi nant el ement s of t he soci al st r uct ur e, af f ect i ng and
r egul at i ng t he const i t ut i on, l et al one t he exer ci se, of i ndi vi dual abi l i t i es . "

79 .

	

I bi d. , pp . 135- 7 .

JOHNKEANE

80 .

	

I bi d. , pp . 17- 20 and " The Abol i t i on of Mar ket Cont r ol and t he Pr obl emof Legi t i macy I " ,

Kapi t al i st at e, 1, 1973, pp. 112- 113 . Thi s i s a hi ghl y unst abl e devel opment , and not onl y

because f i scal di f f i cul t i es cur b t he st at e' s abi l i t y t o f ul f i l l i t s sel f - pr of essed i nt ent i ons ;
el sewher e ( " ' Kr i sen des Kr i sen management ' " , op. ci t . , p . 20) , Of f e makes t he addi t i onal

suggest i on t hat compet i t i on bet ween pol i t i cal par t i es t ends t o r ai se t he el ect or at e' s expect a-
t i ons ( " I f el ect ed, we wi l l . . t her eby i ncr easi ng t he chances of vot er f r ust r at i on about

f al se pr omi ses .

81 .

	

Of f e ment i ons t hi s exampl e i n " St r uct ur al Pr obl ems" , op. ci t . , pp . 50- 1 ; mor e gener al l y, see

I ndust r y and I nequal i t y, op. ci t . , pp . 15- 17, St r ukt ur pr obl eme, op . ci t . pp . 27- 63, and

O' Connor ' s di scussi on ( The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he St at e, op. ci t . , ch . 9) of movement s of st at e
wor ker s and cl i ent s .

82.

	

" Advanced Capi t al i sm" , op . ci t . , pp . 486- 7 and " St r uct ur al Pr obl ems" , op. ci t . , p . 52 .

83 . St r ukt ur pr obl eme, op . ci t . , p . 24 . The r ef er ence t o t he " t r i ad of usual sel f - adapt i ve
mechani sms" i s sket ched mor e f ul l y i n " ' Kr i sen des Kr i senmanagement " ' , op. ci t . , pp . 197
f f .

84.

	

Consi der , f or exampl e, Er nest Mandel ' s r at i onal i st i c vi ew of bour geoi s i deol ogy as l i ke a

bl anket cover i ng t he sl eepi ng wor ki ng cl ass gi ant dur i ng " qui et per i ods" , Lat e Capi t al i sm,
London : 1975, p . 494) ; al so t he si mpl i st i c ( base- super st r uct ur e) l i nk bet ween pr obl ems of

" accumul at i on" and " l egi t i mi zat i on" assumed by O' Connor The Fi scal Cr i si s of t he St at e,
op . ci t . , p . 6 and t aken up by Pani t ch, The Canadi an St at e, op . ci t . , ch . I .

85 .

	

Thi s i s t he cent r al t heme of Jean Baud r i l l ar d, Pour une cr i t i que de l ' economi e pol i t i que du
Si gne, Par i s : 1970 .

86.

	

Cf. my cr i t i que of Haber mas i n " On Tur ni ng Theor y Agai nst I t sel f " , Theor y and Soci et y,
Fal l , 1977, pp. 561- 572 .

87 .

	

Pol l ock was one of t he f i r st t o ment i on t hi s poi nt , but wi t hout f ur t her el abor at i on of i t s
r adi cal consequences f or t he ol d pol i t i cal economy cr i si s t heor y : " Ther e i s consi der abl e
evi dence . . . t hat i n t hi s admi ni st er ed capi t al i sm t he depr essi ons wi l l be l onger , t he boom
phases shor t er and st r onger , and t he cr i ses mor e dest r uct i ve t han i n t he t i mes of ' f r ee
compet i t i on' , but i t s ' aut omat i c' col l apse i s not be be expect ed . Ther e i s no pur el y economi c

i r r epr essi bl e compul si on t o r epl ace i t wi t h anot her economi c syst em" , " Di e gegenwar t i ge
Lage des Kapi t al i smus and di e Aussi cht en ei ner pl anwi r t schaf t - l i chen neuor dnung" ,

Zei t schr i f t f ur Soci al f or schung, vol . 1, 1932, p. 16, my emphasi s, quot ed i n Mar r amao,

" Pol i t i cal Economy and Cr i t i cal Theor y" , op . ci t . , p . 66.

88 .

	

" The Abol i t i on of Mar ket Cont r ol and t he Pr obl emof Legi t i macy 11" , op . ci t . , pp . 74- 5 . The

r ef er ence i s t o Dani el Bel l , " The Cul t ur al Cont r adi ct i ons of Capi t al i sm" , Publ i c I nt er est ,
Fal l , 1970.

89 .

	

On t hese mat t er s, cf . Macpher son, Democr at i c Theor y, . op . ci t . , ch . 2 ; Henr i Lef ebvr e,

Ever yday Li f e i n t he Moder n Wor l d, New Yor k : 1971 and The Sur vi val of Capi t al i sm,

90



THELEGACY OF POLI TI CAL ECONOMY

London : 1976 ; Bar t hes' cr i t i cal - semi ol ogi cal anal ysi s, whi ch seeks t o l i ber at e t he

" si gni f i cant " f r om t he " nat ur al ness" of such " what - goes- wi t hout - sayi ng" spect acl es as

wr est l i ng mat ches, soap powder s, new Ci t r oens and st eak and chi ps. Myt hol ogi es, New

Yor k : 1972; Wi l l i am Lei ss, The Li mi t s t o Sat i sf act i on, Tor ont o and Buf f al o : 1976 ; and

Chr i st opher Lasch, " The Nar ci ssi st Soci et y" , The New Yor k Revi ew of Books, Sept ember

30, 1976 ; and " The Nar ci ssi st i c Per sonal i t y of Our Ti me" , Par t i san Revi ew, vol . xl i v, 1,

1977.

90.

	

Cf . Haber mas, Towar d a Rat i onal Soci et y : St udent Pr ot est , Sci enceand Pol i t i cs, London :

1971, ch . 6 ; al so, Her ber t Mar cuse, One Di mensi onal Man, London : 1968, and Mi chael

Oakeshot t , Rat i onal i sm i n Pol i t i cs, London : 1962, pp . I - 36.

91 .

	

G. Al mond and S. Ver ba, The Ci vi c Cul t ur e, Pr i ncet on : 1963.

92.

	

Cf . Wal t er Benj ami n, " The Wor k of Ar t i n t he Age of Mechani cal Repr oduct i on" , i n

I l l umi nat i ons, London : 1973 ; Max Hor khei mer and Theodor Ador no, " The Cul t ur e

I ndust r y : Enl i ght enment as Mass Decept i on" , i n Di al ect i c of Enl i ght enment , London: 1973 ;

Theodor Ador no, Pr i sms, London : 1967 ; and " Cul t ur e I ndust r y Reconsi der ed" , New

Ger man Cr i t i que, 6, Fal l , 1975 . Mor e gener al l y, compar e Ar nol d Hauser , The Soci al

Hi st or y of Ar t , New Yor k : 1951, vol . 4.

93 .

	

C. B . Macpher son, " Who Needs a Theor y of t he St at e?" , ( paper pr epar ed f or t he 1977

Annual Meet i ng of t he Amer i can Pol i t i cal Sci ence Associ at i on, Washi ngt on, D. C. :

Sept ember I - 4, 1977) .

94 .

	

Et hi ca Ni chomachea, 1139a, 22- 23, i n Ri char d McKeon, ed . , The Basi c Wor ks of Ar i st ode,

New Yor k : 1968 .

95.

	

I n addi t i on t o t hose wor ks ci t ed above, cf . Haber mas, Theor y and Pr act i ce, op . ci t . , ch . 1 ;

Neumann, The Democr at i c andt he Aut hor i t ar i an St at e, op . ch . , ch . l ; John O' Nei l l , " Publ i c

and Pr i vat e Space" , i n Soci ol ogy as a Ski n Tr ade, New Yor k : 1972; and, of cour se, Jean

Jacques Rousseau, " A Di scour se on t he Mor al Ef f ect s of t he Ar t s and Sci ences" , i n G. D. H.

Col e, ed . , The Soci al Cont r act and Di scour ses, New Yor k : 1963 .

96 .

	

Sel ect ed Wor ks, I , op. ci t . , p . 127 .

97.

	

G. W. F . Hegel , The Phenomenol ogy of Mi nd, J . B . Bai l l i e t r ans . , New Yor k : 1967, pp . 228-
240 ; cf . al so t he ear l i er Jena cr i t i que of Fi cht e' s sol i t ar y sel f - r ef l ect i ng " I " vi a t he ar gument

t hat pr act i cal sel f - consci ousness onl y unf ol ds on t he basi s of t he st r uggl e f or mut ual

r ecogni t i on, t he exempl ar f or Hegel bei ng t he et hi cal r el at i onshi p est abl i shed bet ween l over s

on t he pr i or basi s of conf l i ct .

98 .

	

Cf . Kar l Lowi t h, Fr om Hegel t o Ni et zsche, Gar den Ci t y : 1967 .

99 . Thus, as ear l y as 1843 i n a communi cat i on wi t h Ar nol d Ruge, Mar x compl ai ns t hat
Feuer bach' s ant hr opol ogi cal cr i t i que of t r anscendent al t hought " t al ks t oo much about
nat ur e and t oo l i t t l e about pol i t i cs . Thi s l at t er i s t he onl y means by whi ch pr esent phi l osophy
can become a r eal i t y" ( ci t ed i n Davi d McLel l an, The Young Hegel i ans and Kar l Mar x,

London : 1969, p . 113, my emphasi s) .

100 . " The Ger man I deol ogy" , i n East on and Guddat , op . ci t . , p . 421 ; cf . " Wage Labour and
Capi t al " , i n Mar x and Engel s, Sel ect ed Wor ks, I , op . ci t . , p. 159 .
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101 . Thi s i s a gr owi ng concer n . Consi der Kosi k' s di scussi on of l abour and pr axi s ( Di al ect i cs of
t he Concr et e, Dor dr echt and Bost on : 1976) ; Ar endt ' s t heor y of act i on ( The Human
Condi t i on, op. ci t . ) ; Al t husser ' s concer n wi t h " t he r epr oduct i on of t he r el at i ons of
pr oduct i on" i n Leni n and Phi l osophy and Ot her Essays, London: 1971, pp . 123- 173 ;
Haber mas' " uni ver sal pr agmat i cs" ( e. g . , Legi t i mat i on Cr i si s, op . ci t . , par t 3) ; Baudr i l l ar d' s
concer n ( op . ci t . ) wi t h t he pr ocess of " si gni f i cat i on" ; Lef ebvr e' s f ocus ( op. ci t . ) on l a vi e
quot i di enne . At t empt s at r econst r uct i ng t he Mar xi an cat egor y of l abour wer e al so a f eat ur e
of t he ear l i er Fr ankf ur t ci r cl e, as Mar t i n Jay, ( 7he Di al ect i cal I magi nat i on, Bost on and
Tor ont o : 1973) i ndi cat es . Fi nal l y, not e t hat our concer n wi t h " symbol i c i nt er act i on"
coi nci des wi t h t he r esur gent i nt er est i n act i on, l anguage, and meani ng i n t he post -
Wi t t genst ei n phi l osophi cal t r adi t i on ( e . g. , Wi nch, Apel ) , i n t he phi l osophy of sci ence ( e . g. ,
Kuhn' s t heor y of par adi gms) , i n l i t er ar y t heor y ( Der r i da, Bar t hes, Kr i st eva) , and i n sever al
non- st r uct ur al - f unct i onal i st movement s i n t he soci al sci ences ( e . g . , phenomenol ogy,
symbol i c i nt er act i oni sm, et hno- met hodol ogy) . See t he sket ch of t hese l at t er devel opment s
i n Ant hony Gi ddens, New Rol es of Soci ol ogi cal Met hod, London : 1976.
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