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Preface to second edition

The first edition of this book was conceived with the in-
tention of providing a practical guide to the neuropatho-
logical diagnosis of dementia. It was intended particularly
for those who did not regard themselves as experts in this
increasingly complex field. The relatively small number of
authors was encouraged to share their diagnostic experi-
ence with others. This second edition still aims to provide
practical assistance in thisway, but it nowgoes further than
that. Thepaceof scientific research advances in this field of
dementia is such that it has become a formidable enough
task for an expert to remain fully conversant with his or
her own subfield, let alone with the field as a whole. There-
fore we have aimed to widen the authorship greatly so that
manychapterscouldbewrittenby thosespecialistswithre-
search interests in the topic that is covered by each. We are
delighted that those approachedhave responded so gener-
ously and enthusiastically since the outstanding contribu-
tions from the authors have made the second edition the
most up-to-date and comprehensive monograph on the
neuropathology of dementia. Because of the wider inter-
national authorship it has also been possible to extend the
scope of the coverage of each topic to include more about
research findings and the background science so that the
book can now claim to provide comprehensive coverage
of current understanding of the dementias rather than a
more restricted practical guide. We hope, therefore, that a
wider readership of neurobiologists and clinicians as well
as pathologists will find much of interest here. Those fa-
miliar with the first edition will find that there are many
new chapters and even more new authors contributing to
the second edition. In addition, many more of the illus-
trations are now in colour in order to provide maximum
assistancewith diagnosis and to add extra clarity generally.
The book has been rapidly produced and is therefore thor-
oughly up-to-date – an essential feature when covering a
fast-developing field.
We particularly want to thank our authors and publisher

for their splendid efforts on which the success of the book
depends. We hope that you, our readers, will find it com-
prehensive, readable and, above all, useful.

xv
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