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Tradition, Memory, and Conversion

How do converts to a religion come to feel an attachment to it? The
New Muslims of Post-Conquest Iran answers this important question
for Iran by focusing on the role of memory and its revision and erasure
in the ninth to eleventh centuries CE. During this period, the descen-
dants of the Persian imperial, religious, and historiographical tradi-
tions not only wrote themselves into starkly different early Arabic and
Islamic accounts of the past but also systematically suppressed much
knowledge about pre-Islamic history. The result was both a new “Per-
sian” ethnic identity and the pairing of Islam with other loyalties and
affiliations, including family, locale, and sect. This pioneering study
examines revisions to memory in a wide range of cases, from Iran’s
imperial and administrative heritage to the Prophet Muh.ammad’s stal-
wart Persian companion, Salmān al-Fārisı̄, and to memory of Iranian
scholars, soldiers, and rulers in the mid-seventh century. Through these
renegotiations, Iranians developed a sense of Islam as an authentically
Iranian religion, as they simultaneously shaped the broader histori-
ographic tradition in Arabic and Persian.

Sarah Bowen Savant is a historian of religion and an Associate Professor
at the Aga Khan University, Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisa-
tions in London. Her publications include Genealogy and Knowledge
in Muslim Societies: Understanding the Past (2013), co-edited with
Helena de Felipe, as well as book chapters and journal articles treating
early Islamic history and historiography.
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Preface

For the period of this study, the primary language of our written sources
is Arabic. I follow the International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies’
(IJMES) transliteration system for Arabic; accordingly, I do not indicate
final tāʾ marbut.a or distinguish between alif mamdūda and alif maqs. ūra.
Technical terms and place names used in English appear without trans-
literation (e.g., vizier, Baghdad), as do Anglicized derivatives of Arabic
words and dynasties (e.g., ʿAjam, ʿAbbasid). From the fourth/tenth cen-
tury onward, a few, albeit culturally significant, Persian sources enter
circulation, with more in the centuries that follow. My transliteration of
Persian texts generally reflects that of IJMES, but where Persian words
appear in Arabic texts, I give priority to Arabic transliteration. I hope I
will be forgiven for this choice by Persianists, and by all for any incon-
sistencies.

For the Qurʾan, I draw primarily on the English translation by Alan
Jones (Cambridge: Gibb Memorial Trust, 2007).

For dates, I generally use those in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd
ed.; Encyclopaedia Iranica; and Tarif Khalidi, Arabic Historical Thought
in the Classical Period (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994),
235–42.

xiii
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map 0.1. The Great Empires on the Eve of the Arab Conquests
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map 0.2. Historical Iran

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01408-4 - The New Muslims of Post-Conquest Iran: Tradition, Memory, and Conversion
Sarah Bowen Savant
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107014084
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01408-4 - The New Muslims of Post-Conquest Iran: Tradition, Memory, and Conversion
Sarah Bowen Savant
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107014084
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


figure 0.1. Relief figure of an individual dressed in a kaftan. Nizamabad (south-
east of Tehran), Iran, seventh–early eighth century. C© Museum für Islamische
Kunst, Berlin State Museums. Photo by I. Geske. (Inv. no. I.4591b.)
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