
The Origins of the First World War

Providing a new interpretation of the origins of the First World War,
this textbook synthesises recent scholarship and introduces the major
historiographical and political debates surrounding the outbreak of the
war. William Mulligan argues that the war was a far-from-inevitable
outcome of international politics in the early twentieth century and
suggests instead that there were powerful forces operating in favour of
the maintenance of peace. His fresh perspective on the pre-war inter-
national system takes account of new approaches to the study of inter-
national politics since the end of the Cold War and the acceleration
of globalisation. Thematic chapters examine key issues, including the
military, public opinion, economics, diplomacy and geopolitics, and
analyse relations between the great powers, the role of smaller states,
the disintegrating empires and the July crisis. This compelling account
will significantly revise our understanding of diplomacy, political culture
and economic history from 1870 to 1914.

william mulligan is a lecturer in the School of History and
Archives, University College Dublin. He is the author of The Creation
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Series editors
william beik Emory University
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brendan simms Peterhouse, Cambridge

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level
and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,
each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of
European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of
the more ‘traditional’ subjects of study and those cultural and social
issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are
devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international
implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,
but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for fur-
ther reading: where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams, and
other illustrative material are also provided.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book.
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