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Elections lie at the heart of democracy, and this book seeks to understand
how the rules governing those elections are chosen. Drawing on both
broad comparisons and detailed case studies, it focuses upon the electoral
rules that govern what sorts of preferences voters can express and how
votes translate into seats in a legislature. Through detailed examination
of electoral reform politics in four countries (France, Italy, Japan, and
New Zealand), Alan Renwick shows how major electoral system changes
in established democracies occur through two contrasting types of
reform process. Renwick rejects the simple view that electoral systems
always straightforwardly reflect the interests of the politicians in power.
Politicians’motivations are complex; politicians are sometimes unable to
pursue reforms they want; occasionally, they are forced to accept reforms
they oppose. The Politics of Electoral Reform shows how voters and
reform activists can have real power over electoral reform.

alan renwick is a lecturer in Comparative Politics at the University
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In memory of my grandmother,
Sheila Struthers
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GHQ General Headquarters of the Allied Occupation Forces
JCP Japanese Communist Party
JNP Nihon Shintō (Japan New Party)
JSP Japan Socialist Party
JT Japan Times
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NZH New Zealand Herald
PBV party block vote
PCF Parti Communiste Français (French Communist Party)
PCI Partito Comunista Italiano (Italian Communist Party)
PDS Partito Democratico della Sinistra (Democratic Party of the Left);

Partei des Demokratischen Sozialismus (Party of Democratic Socialism)
PLI Partito Liberale Italiano (Italian Liberal Party)
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PRI Partito Repubblicano Italiano (Italian Republican Party)
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PSI Partito Socialista Italiano (Italian Socialist Party)
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Workers’ International, predecessor to the PS)
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Germany)
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UMP Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (Union for a Popular Movement)
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