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THEPOST- I NNI SI AN SI GNI FI CANCE OF I NNI S

Andr ew Wer ni ck

To be Canadi an, not Br i t i sh or Amer i can or Fr ench, i s not necessar -

i l y t o be par ochi al . We must r el y on our own ef f or t s and r emember

t hat cul t ur al st r engt h comes f r omEur ope .

H. A. L. I nni s, The St r at egy f or Cul t ur e

1 .

	

I nvi t at i on t o a Re- r eadi ng

Recent ef f or t s t o r e- exami ne t he wor k of Har ol d I nni s' ar e t o be wel -

comed not j ust as bel at ed r ecogni t i on f or . a f or got t en maj or f i gur e but f or

t he cl ar i f i cat i on i n our own t hi nki ng t hat a r ef l ect i on on hi s mut ant

synt hesi s mi ght ser ve t o br i ng about . At a t i me of di zzyi ng met at heor et i cal

r ef l exi vi t y, t hi s at l east wi l l ser ve as my excuse f or suggest i ng t hat t he

cont empor ar y si gni f i cance of I nni s i s t o be f ound above al l t hr ough an

engagement wi t h hi s t hought at a second- or der l evel : i n t er ms, t hat i s, of

i t s meani ng and char act er as a par adi gmat i c event wi t hi n t he evol vi ng

West er n epi st eme.

I n Engl i sh- Canada, i t shoul d be sai d at once, a medi t at i on al ong t hese

l i nes i s pr ompt ed by l ocal as wel l as uni ver sal i st i c consi der at i ons . The

I nni si an oeuvr e, whi ch l i nks such ot her wi se di spar at e f i gur es as Ur wi ck,

Cochr ane and Havel ock on t he one si de t o Cl ar k, Wat ki ns, McLuhan and

Gr ant on t he ot her , occupi es a pi vot al posi t i on wi t hi n what t her e has been,

t hi s cent ur y, of , an i ndi genous i nt el l ect ual t r adi t i on. At t ent i on t o i t s concep-

t ual f or mat i on, t hen, can be expect ed t o shed l i ght on key di st i ngui shi ng

f eat ur es of t hat t r adi t i on as a whol e .

But a r eadi ng of I nni s agai nst t he wi der backgr ound of what cont empo-

r ar y t hought mor e gener al l y exper i ences as mount i ng epi st emmc di f f i cul t i es

cannot f ai l t o be st r uck by t he sense i n whi ch I nni s hi msel f , i ncr easi ngl y pr e-

occupi ed wi t h cul t ur al br eakdown, al so announces t he ar r i val of j ust such
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di f f i cul t i es ; i ndeed, wi t h a f or ce and cl ar i t y t hat gi ve even hi s l i mi t at i ons a

cer t ai n i l l ust r at i ve val ue. Bot h i n hi s ambi t i on t o gr asp t he cul t ur e of a

t echnol ogi cal l y t r ansf or med ci vi l i sat i on f r om t he per spect i ve of a r at i onal -

i t y bei ng di spl aced by t hat ver y pr ocess, and i n t he pr ogr essi on of hi s

t hought f r om an obj ect i vi si ng pol i t i cal economy t o t he r ef l exi ve i nvest i ga-

t i on of communi cat i ve bi as, I nni s per f ect l y encapsul at es, i n f act , t he whol e

pr obl emat i c cl i max of ' l at e Enl i ght enment " r eason : st i l l cl i ngi ng t o pr act i -

cal human i nt er est s as i t passed, ever mor e di sabused of i l l usi on, f r om a

sear ch f or t he det er mi nant s of consci ousness t o an encount er wi t h

l anguage/ communi cat i on, and t hence t o t he edge of t he ( post - ) moder n

vor t ex .

Of cour se, as a Canadi an r epr esent at i ve of t he Chi cago School , I nni s

expr essed t hi s advent ur e i n t he t ones and i di oms of t he NewWor l d . That ,

i ndeed, i s pr eci sel y what makes hi m so i nt er est i ng as a var i ant / anal yst of

i nci pi ent l ogocent r i c di ssol ut i on . Hi s Nor t h Amer i can emphasi s on t he

mat er i al aspect of t echnol ogy and i t s envi r oni ng power gave hi ma per spec-

t i ve on t he cr i si s of moder ni t y t hat was at once nei t her cul t ur al i st nor

Mar xi st . Mor e i mpor t ant l y, i t cor r esponds t o a r eal gap i n t hose par al l el

di scour ses f r om Eur ope t hat t end t o monopol i se such debat e . As one

subst ant i ve mar k of t hi s di f f er ence, wher eas Ger man cr i t i que has pr obl ema-

t i sed t he f at e of Enl i ght enment i n t er ms of di st or t ed communi cat i on, and

new Fr ench t heor y has ponder ed t he epi st emi c pr obl ems posed by t he

apor i as of l anguage per se, I nni s was t r oubl ed about t he i mpact on r eason

of l anguage' s changi ng t echnol ogi cal f or m. Despi t e McLuhan, t he f ul l

i mpor t of t hi s t hemat i c, at ever y l evel , f or t he t heor i sed ( sel f ) - under st and-

i ng of l at e capi t al i st soci et y has scar cel y begun t o be t aken i n ; i n whi ch

r egar d, a Eur opean encount er wi t h ' I nni scence' 3 mi ght even f aci l i t at e a

l ar ger par adi gmat i c cor r ect i on .

But bef or e we can begi n t o assess t he appr opr i at i ve val ue of I nni s' s

r ef l ect i ons, ei t her i n t hemsel ves or as a mi r r or f or t he cr i si s he sought t o
depass, we must f i r st di sengage t he mat r i x of cat egor i es wi t hi n whose t er ms

t hese r ef l ect i ons wer e act ual l y conduct ed. That mat r i x, however , i s nei t her

t r anspar ent l y avai l abl e i n t he t ext nor easy t o assi mi l at e i n t er ms of r egnant

codes . And so, r i ght at t he out set , we ar e conf r ont ed wi t h a second- or der
pr obl em: t he puzzl e ( or so i t mi ght r easonabl y be cal l ed) of I nni s' s par adi g-
mat i c i dent i t y .

2 .

	

The Hi dden Par adi gm

I n a par t i cul ar l y acer bi c addr ess t o an assembl y of t he Uni t ed Chur ch i n
1947 I nni s not ed t he const ant pr essur e he was under as an economi st t o vei l
hi s publ i c speech . " I f i n t he cour se of an ar t i cl e" , he t ol d hi s audi ence, " I
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However , i f I nni s submi t t ed t o t he empi r i ci st r egi men, he al so had hi s

wi l d si de and i n si gni f i cant ways obeyed mor e t he l et t er t han t he spi r i t of

i t s l aw. I n t he f i r st pl ace, t he empi r i ci st aut hor i t y he l i ked t o ci t e was Hume, '

a deci dedl y ambi guous f i gur e i n t hi s r egar d . I n Br i t ai n i t sel f , Humei an

skept i ci sm, r i di ng t he coat - t ai l s of a vi ct or i ous bour geoi s r eact i on t o schol as-

t i ci sm and Roman Law, has r ei nf or ced a conser vat i ve r ef l ex agai nst al l

' gr andi ose' t heor i si ng and t he ext r emi sm t o whi ch i t al l egedl y l eads . I n

Eur ope, however , t he r ecept i on of Hume engender ed what Kant cal l ed a

' Coper ni can r evol ut i on i n phi l osophy' s whi ch subj ect i vi sed t he pr obl emof

knowl edge, di ssol ved t he pr et ensi ons of per cept ual i sm, f act ual i t y and sci -

ence, and usher ed i n pr eci sel y t he ki nd of t ot al i st i c schemat i si ng agai nst

whi ch pr e- Kant i an empi r i ci sm had r ear ed i t s ul t r a- skept i cal head .

I nni s hi msel f , openl y i n f avour of specul at i ve gener al i sat i on, scor nf ul of

quant i t at i ve t echni que and ever mi ndf ul of t he gap bet ween r eal i t y and i t s

bi ased r econst r uct i on as a concept , was i mpl i ci t l y or i ent ed mor e t owar ds

t hese cont i nent al vi ci ssi t udes t han t owar ds t he sel f - i nsul at i ng i deol ogy t hat

Hume' s t hought t ur ned i nt o i n Br i t ai n . I t i s cer t ai nl y suggest i ve, i n t hi s

r espect , t hat among t he ver y f ew phi l osophi cal wr i t i ngs t o whi ch he made

speci f i c r ef er ence was an essay by t he young Vebl en on Kant ' s Cr i t i que of

Judgment ; ' ° and t hat The Owl of Mi ner va, composed near t he end of hi s

l i f e, r et r aced t he st or y of communi cat i ons as an ext ended comment on t he

f amous met aphor of Hegel . Mor e gener al l y, Lesl i e Ar mour " has dr awn

at t ent i on t o t he cl assi c neo- Kant i an quest i on posed i n t he pr ef ace t o The

Bi as of Communi cat i on - why do we at t end t o t he t hi ngs t o whi ch we

at t end? - and suggest ed t hat I nni s' s whol e pr oj ect , concer ned as i t was wi t h

t he economi c, pol i t i cal , geogr aphi c and t echnol ogi cal det er mi nant s of cul -

t ur al bi as, can be r ead as a devel opi ng at t empt t o pr ovi de a sat i sf act or y

r esponse .

The same ambi gui t y can be det ect ed i n I nni s' s appr oach t o hi st or i ogr a-

phy, i ndeed i n hi s ver y choi ce of hi st or y as t he medi umi n whi ch t o devel op

hi s t hought . I n t he humani t i es, f r om an empi r i ci st per spect i ve, hi st or y i n

an i mpor t ant sense occupi es pr i de of pl ace : a pr i vi l eged zone f or t he

appl i cat i on of evi dent i al r easoni ng t o human af f ai r s and an endl ess occasi on

f or emphasi si ng, agai nst al l t he t empt at i ons of Theor y, t he absol ut e cont i n-

gency of human af f ai r s . The soci al sci ences t hemsel ves, i n Br i t ai n, have

al ways been suspect f r om t hi s poi nt of vi ew; hence t hei r r el at i vel y l agged

devel opment , par t i cul ar l y soci ol ogy whi ch unt i l r ecent l y was not even

r ecogni sed by Oxf or d and Cambr i dge as an of f i ci al degr ee subj ect . At t he

same t i me, hi st or i ogr aphy can never be mor e t han an empi r i ci sm at one

r emove, f or i t s f act i ci t y r est s on a her meneut i cs of document at i on and i t s

i nevi t abl e sel ect i vi t y al ways i mpl i es t he need f or a poi nt of vi ew. I n conven-

t i onal Br i t i sh t hi nki ng t hese pr obl ems have t ypi cal l y been si l enced by
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r ef er r i ng t hem t o t he net her wor l ds of r el at i vi sm and common sense . But

t hey ar e har der t o avoi d when hi st or i cal st udy i s dr i ven by t he need t o

under st and some pr essi ng cur r ent i ssue, and pr eci sel y i n r eact i on t o some

myst i f yi ngl y abst r act out gr owt h of soci al sci ence .

Thi s was i ndeed t he si t uat i on at Tor ont o dur i ng I nni s' s f or mat i ve year s

when t he sear ch f or a homespun t heor y of Canada' s pecul i ar l y unbal anced

and debt - r i dden pr ocess of economi c devel opment l ed t o open cr i t i ci sm of

t he r ecei ved mar gi nal i st or t hodoxy and a r evi val of t he pr e- Mar shal l i an

macr o/ hi st or i cal appr oach. Besi des t he met hodol ogi cal per t ur bat i ons t hi s

pr ovoked, t he r esur gence of cl assi cal economy, par t i cul ar l y as der i ved f r om

AdamSmi t h, al so st i mul at ed i nt er est i n t hat t r adi t i on' s l at e 19t h cent ur y

der i vat i ves ( ' evol ut i oni st ' , ' i nst i t ut i onal ' , ' nat i onal ' economy, et c . ) ; whi ch i n

t ur n opened up t he possi bi l i t y of a wi der t r ansgr essi on .

At t he l i mi t , and goaded by a phi l osophi cal consci ence, t he st udy of

hi st or y can subsume t he i ssue of i t s own subj ect i vi t y wi t hi n t he st udy of

hi st or y i t sel f . Buoyed up by i deal i sm' s Coper ni can t ur n, a f ul l bl own hi st or i -

ci sm of t hi s ki nd became especi al l y pr omi nent i n ni net eent h- cent ur y Ger -

many, l ayi ng t he gr oundwor k f or a gener al cr i t i que of nomot het i c

posi t i vi sm and est abl i shi ng a count er - mat r i x wi t hi n whi ch at l east t he

human sci ences mi ght devel op al ong l i nes sensi t i ve t o t he hi st or i cal , i nt en-

t i onal and i nt er pr et i ve char act er of t hei r obj ect . Economi cs, gr appl i ng wi t h

t he pr obl ems posed by Ger many' s del ayed and t ur bul ent i ndust r i al i sat i on,

was among t he di sci pl i nes so af f ect ed ; hence t he emer gence i n t hat domai n

of sever al hi st or i ci st / i nt er pr et i ve t endenci es, r angi ng f r omMar xi smon t he

r adi cal si de t o t he kat heder - sozi ah. r t i sche cr oss- over s of Smi t h and or gani -

ci sm whi ch mor e appeal ed t o t he economi c hi st or i ans of ear l y t went i et h-

cent ur y Canada .

And her e pr eci sel y came a poi nt of r upt ur e . For when t he Tor ont o school

of pol i t i cal economy, i mbued wi t h a hi st or i ci si ng spi r i t , became conj unc-

t ur al l y open t o t he i deas of Schmol l er , Li st , Sombar t , Weber and so on, i t

si mul t aneousl y opened i t sel f up t o t he i nf l uence of t he al i en, i . e . non-

empi r i ci st , uni ver se of di scour se t o whi ch t hey bel onged . Wi t h I nni s hi m-

sel f , st eadf ast l y i deogr aphi c, t ot al i si ng, and hi st or i cal l y sel f - awar e, t hi s

di sr upt i ve bor r owi ng ef f ect ed somet hi ng of a r eal br eak. The maj or medi at -

i ng i nf l uence ( f r omI nni s' s days at Chi cago) was Vebl en : t he seni or Nor t h

Amer i can r epr esent at i ve of t he Ger man economi c school , and a neo-

Kant i an, whomI nni s went so f ar as t o eul ogi se ( i n 1929) as t he AdamSmi t h

of capi t al i sm' s mat ur e i ndust r i al phase . ' 2

I f , t hen, I nni s gi ves t he i mpr essi on of havi ng pr essed an empi r i cal l y

based appr oach t o economi c hi st or y beyond i t s f ami l i ar and even per mi ssi -

bl e bounds, t hi s i s f or good r eason . For t he i nf l uence of Vebl en and, mor e

di f f usel y, of l at e 19t h cent ur y cul t ur e- cr i t i que, made hi m i nt o a maj or
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( per haps i n Engl i sh Canada t he maj or ) condui t f or t he admi ssi on vi a

economi c hi st or y of Ger mani c epi st emi c t hemes i nt o der i vat i vel y Br i t i sh

i nt el l ect ual f or ms . Lewi s Mumf or d coi ned t he phr ase cul t ur al pseudomor ph

t o descr i be such phenomena as t he ' hor sel ess car r i age' wher ei n t he ear l y

aut omobi l e was mi sl eadi ngl y assi mi l at ed t o t he cul t ur al t er ms of a t echnol -

ogy i t had sur passed . Si mi l ar l y one mi ght say t hat I nni s was an epi st emi c

pseudomor ph : a Ger mani c t hi nker i n Engl i sh- Canadi an di sgui se .

3 .

	

The Gr eek Connect i on

Now t he Ger mani c i nf l ect i on of I nni s' s appr oach t o soci o- hi st or i cal

anal ysi s was nei t her an ar bi t r ar y bor r owi ng nor , yet , t he si mpl e out come of

a di si nt er est ed desi r e t o under st and Canada and t he wor l d i n bet t er t er ms

t han pr evai l i ng cat egor i es al l owed. As a met hodol ogi cal bi as i t al so

expr essed a val ue- choi ce whi ch f undament al l y cal l ed i nt o quest i on mechan-

i cal and t echni ci st f or ms of t hought and i n t ur n f or med t he basi s of a

subst ant i ve ci vi l i sat i onal cr i t i que . Thus when I nni s, echoi ng Mar x on f et i sh-

i smand Weber on r at i onal i sat i on, denounced st at i st i cs as " t he snake" t hat

had " ent er ed t he par adi se of academi c i nt er est s i n pol i t i cal economy" 13 he

was bemoani ng t he Fal l at t he l evel of t he r ef er ent as wel l as at t he l evel of

t he r epr esent amen.

So i nt i mat e a l i nk bet ween soci al and epi st emol ogi cal at t i t ude coul d

har dl y have been avoi ded, of cour se, f or an ant i - posi t i vi st posi t i on of t he

ki nd he adopt ed st r esses t he i nt er penet r at i on of subj ect and obj ect and

ar gues t he i mpossi bi l i t y of val ue- neut r al i t y even i n pr i nci pl e . Whi l e I nni s

hi msel f spoke l i t t l e of such mat t er s, scat t er ed r ef er ences t o Ni et zsche,

Bur khar dt , Weber and Spengl er 14 make cl ear t hat he wel l under st ood, and

was i ndeed pr epar ed t o buy i nt o, t he wi der kr i t i sche pr ogr amme whi ch hi s

hi st or i ci st cr i t i que of quant i t at i ve economi cs i mpl i ed . What at t r act ed hi m,

evi dent l y, t o t hese " aut hor s of gr eat r eput e" was not j ust t he f r ankness wi t h

whi ch t hei r met hodol ogi cal post ul at es wer e associ at ed wi t h i deol ogi cal ones

but t he act ual cont ent of t he l at t er .

Put bal dl y, t he i deol ogi cal el ement l i nki ng I nni s' s met hodol ogi cal pr esup-

posi t i ons t o hi s subst ant i ve cr i t i que, and l i nki ng bot h t o t hi s neo- r omant i c

cur r ent of Ger man t hought , was moder n Hel l eni sm: t hat compl ex ( t aken

t o be pr ot ot ypi cal l y Gr eek) of r evi ved cul t ur al i deal s, i ndeed of cul t ur e as t he
i deal , t hat was count er posed t o t he pur i t ani smand l evel l i ng i nst r ument al -
i smof t he machi ne age, and pr omot ed as t he basi s f or a cor r ect i ve ci vi l i sa-
t i onal r enewal . Once mor e, but t hi s t i me on t he i deol ogi cal pl ane, I nni s i s
l i abl e t o be mi sunder st ood ; and once mor e pr obl ems cr eat ed by t he el l i pt i cal

char act er of hi s wr i t i ng ar e compounded by t hose of i nt er pr et i ve r esi st ance

t o i t s i nt ent .
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Despi t e hi s schol ar l y emi nence, I nni s was al ways a l onel y and embat t l ed

f i gur e, none mor e so, i n f act , t han when pl ayi ng j ust t hat r ol e of academi c

st andar d- bear er t hat hi s Hel l eni sm enj oi ned. " I amunder no i l l usi ons i n

appear i ng bef or e t hi s gat her i ng" , he t ol d Conser vat i ve Par t y wor ker s at a

summer school i n 1933 . " 1 do not expect t o exer t any i nf l uence . . . and I do

not expect t hat many of you wi l l under st and any economi c exposi t i on

advanced i n t hi s paper . " ' 5 I nt r oduci ng a t al k f i f t een year s l at er on t he soci al

i mpact of t echnol ogi cal change he was moved t o ask " why West er n ci vi l i sa-

t i on has r eached t he poi nt t hat a conf er ence composed l ar gel y of uni ver si t y

admi ni st r at or s shoul d unconsci ousl y assume di vi si on i n poi nt s of vi ew i n

t he f i el d of l ear ni ng . . . and f or get t he pr obl em of uni t y . . . or , t o put i t i n a

di f f er ent way, why al l of us her e seem t o be what i s wr ong wi t h West er n

ci vi l i sat i on . " ' 6 Wi t hi n t he uni ver si t y i t sel f he cer t ai nl y had al l i es, but af t er

hi s deat h t he Hel l eni st i mpul se wi t her ed wi t h i t s t echnocr at i c t r ansf or ma-

t i on, whi l e i n t he communi t y at l ar ge i t had never gai ned much of a f oot hol d,

even as a pol e of opposi t i on .

Today, i n t he ul t r a- commer ci al and ul t r a- admi ni st er ed spaces of post -

i ndust r i al capi t al i sm, an emphasi s on such cl assi cal val ues as sel f - r eal i si ng

l ei sur e ( schol e) , educat i on f or pr act i cal wi sdom ( pai dei a) and excel l ence as

t he cr i t er i on of vi r t ue ( ar et e) has no r esonance at al l . I ndeed, i t r uns

posi t i vel y agai nst t he gr ai n, par t i cul ar l y when t he ar i st ocr at i c pat hos of

t hese val ues i s poi nt edl y unconceal ed . I nni s' s st ance i s par t i cul ar l y t r oubl e-

some f or t hose who woul d appr oach hi mf r omt he di r ect i on of hi s mat er i al -

i st pol i t i cal economy and t hence appr opr i at e hi m f or t he Lef t . A sheep and

goat s appr oach - r et ai ni ng t he economi cal l y based hi st or i ogr aphy but

cast i ng asi de t he obj ect i onabl e Gr eek el ement s - has been t he most

obvi ous appr opr i at i ve t empt at i on . But a pr emat ur e r ef usal t o t ake ser i ousl y

t he " el i t i st " " cul t ur al per spect i ve t hat sur f aces so expl i ci t l y i n hi s l at er

wr i t i ngs pr ecl udes at t ent i on, at t he same t i me, t o t he per spect i ve under l yi ng

hi s ear l i er ones and i nvi t es a si mpl i f yi ng mi sr ecogni t i on : I nni s as a quasi -

Mar xi st under t he ski n .

On t he one hand, cer t ai nl y, I nni s' s vi ews on such mat t er s as economi c

dependency, st apl es pr oduct i on and t he Depr essi on mar k hi m out as

br oadl y i n t une wi t h t he pr ogr amme of moder at e Thi r t i es soci al i sm. Beyond

def endi ng a measur e of publ i c owner shi p and pl anni ng, mor eover , he

cl ear l y had a vi scer al di sl i ke f or capi t al i sm as such, obj ect i ng on ever y l evel

t o i t s ever - expandi ng commer ce, and vi ewi ng i t s l i ber al l egi t i mat i on ( i n

t er ms of consumer sover ei gnt y and f r ee speech) as a hypocr i t i cal mask f or

t he r i se of new monopol i es t o power . Mor e anal yt i cal l y, I nni s' s account of

Canada' s di st or t ed soci o- economi c devel opment , t hough i di osyncr at i cal l y

f or mul at ed, was si mi l ar t o t he Leni n/ Tr ot sky t hesi s about combi ned and

uneven devel opment , and i n i t s own r i ght came t o i nf l uence subsequent
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Thi r d Wor l di st anal yses of capi t al i st i mper i al i sm. Cl oser t o home, t hat same
model showed how Canada i t sel f had moved f r om " col ony t o nat i on t o
col ony" 18 and expr essed a st at e- or i ent ed concer n f or economi c i ndepen-
dence whi ch f or eshadowed t he l ef t - nat i onal i sm t hat has domi nat ed opposi -
t i onal t hi nki ng i n Engl i sh- Canada ever si nce .

But despi t e t hese poi nt s of cont act , t he f i t i s st i l l i mper f ect . I nni s may

have used t er ms l i ke monopol y, f or ce and i mper i al i sm, but he had no

cat egor y f or economi c cl ass, i gnor ed t he pr obl emof di st r i but i ve j ust i ce, and

i nvoked no ver si on of t he col l ect i ve subj ect , pr ol et ar i an or ot her wi se, wi t h

whi ch t o i dent i f y t he et hi cal or st r at egi c f or t unes of pr ogr essi ve pr axi s .

Towar ds Mar xi sm i t sel f , mor eover , and despi t e a par al l el emphasi s on
economi c det er mi nat i ons and hi st or i cal di al ect i cs, I nni s mai nt ai ned a posi -
t i on of st udi ed ambi val ence. " Much of t hi s" he obser ves i n a 1948 sur vey
paper " wi l l smack of Mar xi an i nt er pr et at i on, but I have t r i ed t o use t he
Mar xi an i nt er pr et at i on t o i nt er pr et Mar x . Ther e wi l l be no syst emat i c

pushi ng of t he Mar xi an concl usi on t o i t s ul t i mat e l i mi t , and i n pushi ng i t

t o i t s l i mi t , showi ng i t s l i mi t at i ons . " 19 El sewher e, he i ncl udes among t hese
l i mi t at i ons Mar xi sm' s bl i ndness t o t he suppl ement al l ogi c of i t s own cr edal
f or m. " The cl ass st r uggl e i t sel f has been made a monopol y of l anguage" he
not es, and " when t he Communi st mani f est o pr ocl ai med ' Wor ker s of t he
wor l d uni t e' i n t hose wor ds i t f or ged new chai ns . " 2°

Looked at mor e car ef ul l y, i ndeed, when I nni s def ends gover nment own-
er shi p and ar gues f or mor e at t ent i on t o l ong- r ange devel opment i t i s l ess

soci al i sm per se t hat i s bei ng advocat ed t han enhanced sel f - under st andi ng
and a cor r ect i ve bal ance. Thus, on t he r ai l ways i ssue, he def ended t he
pr i vat el y owned char act er of t he CPR no l ess t han t he publ i cl y owned
char act er of t he CN, so t hat t he power of t he one woul d bal ance t hat of t he
ot her . Si mi l ar l y, hi s suppor t f or pl anni ng was checked by hi s di st ast e f or
bur eaucr acy, and was r el at ed t o t he need t o count er - bal ance t he mar ket ' s
chr oni c conf i nement of at t ent i on t o t he shor t - r ange . Nor was t hi s mer e
r ef or mi st t empor i si ng, f or exact l y t he same r egul at i ve pr i nci pl es f or i nst i t u-

t i onal devel opment r eveal t hemsel ves i n I nni s' s mor e out spoken wr i t i ngs

on cul t ur e and communi cat i ons as wel l .

For al l t he cr i t i cal har angues, st abi l i t y i s hi s over - r i di ng concer n, and t he

soci o- economi c cr i si s of Canada no l ess t han t he ci vi l i sat i onal cr i si s of t he
West i s def i ned ul t i mat el y i n t er ms of i t s det er mi nat e absence . " I have
at t empt ed t o show el sewher e" he not es at t he begi nni ng of A Pl ea For
Ti me, t hat i n West er n ci vi l i sat i on a st abl e soci et y i s dependent on an
appr eci at i on of a pr oper bal ance bet ween t he concept s of space and t i me . " ' 1

Ever ywher e, t hen, t he same f or mul a about bi as, count er - bi as, and di al ect i cal
bal ance, and ever ywher e t he same emphasi s on hi st or i cal vi si on and r ef l ex-
i vi t y as t he pr e- r equi si t es f or axi al r e- adj ust ment and ci vi l i sat i onal heal t h .
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The act ual pr ovenance of t hese al l - embr aci ng pr ogr ammat i c pr i nci pl es

becomes cl ear when we r ecal l t he t wo sayi ngs t hat wer e i nscr i bed at t he

ent r ance t o t he t empl e of Appol l o at Del phi : " Know your sel f " and " Not h-

i ng i n excess" .

Hi s at t achment t o t he wor l d of val ues t hat f el l wi t h Per i cl ean At hens

becomes qui t e expl i ci t i n hi s l at er wor k - " My bi as i s wi t h t he or al

t r adi t i on, par t i cul ar l y as r ef l ect ed i n Gr eek ci vi l i sat i on" ZZ - but even her e

t he emphasi s on medi a can di st r act at t ent i on f r om t he per vasi ve ef f ect s of

t hi s at t achment on t he whol e f r amewor k of cat egor i es he depl oyed . At t hat

l ar ger l evel , hi s ambi guous suggest i on t hat r adi o as an or al medi um mi ght

r est or e a sense of cont i nui t y t o a chr oni cal l y space- bi ased soci et y was al l of

a pi ece wi t h hi s at t i t ude t o economi c pl anni ng and, on t he met hodol ogi cal

pl ane, wi t h hi s i nsi st ence on compar at i ve t echno- economi c hi st or y as t he

basi s f or a wi se and ser vi ceabl e soci al sci ence .

Cont ext ual l y, t he cent r al i t y of Hel l eni c i deal s t o t he f or mat i on of I nni s' s

t hought l i nked hi m t o a wi der r evi val of Hel l eni sm wi t hi n t he ear l y

t went i et h- cent ur y academy. At Tor ont o, echoes of t hi s movement not onl y

i nspi r ed di r ect at t empt s t o r est or e t he pl ace of Cl assi cs wi t hi n t he cur r i cu-

l um, but st i mul at ed a mi nor schol ar l y r enai ssance t hat sawt he emer gence

of a power f ul gr oup of i nt er - di sci pl i nar i ans - f r omHavel ock and Cochr ane

i n t he t went i es t o Car pent er and McLuhan i n t he f i f t i es - f ocussed l i ke

I nni s hi msel f on t he cr i t i cal exami nat i on of moder ni t y t hr ough t he l ooki ng-

gl ass of Gr eece . The ef f l or escent qual i t y of t hi s devel opment was f aci l i t at ed

by a f avour abl e i nst i t ut i onal conj unct ur e : as a young- ol d uni ver si t y, wel l -

endowed and r el at i vel y aut onomous because of i t s nat i onal r ol e, t he Uni ver -

si t y of Tor ont o was l ucky enough t o come t o i nt el l ect ual mat ur i t y at a t i me

of gr eat f er ment , bef or e t he moder n di vi si ons wi t hi n t he human sci ences

had had a chance t o congeal , and j ust bef or e i t s post - war expansi on shat -

t er ed t he pot ent i al f or f ur t her or gani c devel opment al t oget her .

Less f l at t er i ngl y, t he st r engt h of Hel l eni sm i n i nt er - war Tor ont o al so

r ef l ect ed t he r el at i ve suscept i bi l i t y of Angl o- Canadi an t hought t o met r opol -

i t an i nf l uences f r omwi t hout . Ther e wer e, i n f act , t wo ext er nal sour ces t hat

bor e t he Hel l eni c i mpul se t o hi m. Besi des t he i mpact of i t s Ger mani c

i ncar nat i on ( bot h di r ect l y and vi a Chi cago) , r evi ved Gr eek val ues al so

ent er ed i nt o hi s mi l i eu by way of a Br i t i sh sour ce: Engl i sh Li t er at ur e, a

di sci pl i ne sel f - consci ousl y i mbued dur i ng i t s ear l y days wi t h t he spi r i t not

j ust of Angl ophi l i a, but of Mat t hew Ar nol d and Vi ct or i an educat i onal

r ef or m.

I deol ogi cal l y, t hese t wo t endenci es evi dent l y compl ement ed and r ei nf or -

ced one anot her . Whet her assi mi l at ed vi a Engl i sh cr i t i ci sm or pol i t i cal

economy t hei r appeal f or academi c humani st s was t he same : a r omant i c
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pr i vi l egi ng of cul t ur e ( i n t he qual i t at i ve sense of t he t er m) and l i nkage of

cul t ur e' s mi ssi onar y r ol e t o t he char t er f unct i ons of hi gher educat i on .

That I nni s hi msel f shoul d have so st r ongl y i dent i f i ed wi t h t hese pr i nci -

pl es i s easi l y expl ai ned . As a nat i ve of a smal l t own bei ng r api dl y dr awn i nt o

t he whi r l pool of i ndust r i al i sat i on, hi s f or mat i ve exper i ence was mor e t han

or di nar i l y i mpr i nt ed by t he ` gr eat t r ansf or mat i on' whose del ayed and seem-
i ngl y i mposed char act er i n Canada made t he cul t ur e/ ci vi l i sat i on pr obl em-

at i c al r eady pl ausi bl e as t he basi s f or hi st or i cal cr i t i que . As f or t he

i nst i t ut i onal si de of I nni s' s val ue- commi t ment - and her e he dr ew f r om

Ar nol d as much as f r omBur khar dt and Ni et zsche - i t i s suf f i ci ent t o r ecal l

t hat he had been r ai sed t o f ol l ow hi s f at her i nt o t he Bapt i st mi ni st r y ; and

when he chose i nst ead t o embr ace t he Uni ver si t y, l i ke so many ot her

i deol ogues of t he secul ar cl er i sy bef or e and si nge, he t r ansf er r ed t o i t and t o
i t s r ol e i n t he cul t i vat i on of r ef l ect i ve soci al i nt el l i gence al l t he pent - up sense
of f ai t h and mi ssi on or i gi nal l y i nt ended f or i nvest ment i n t he Chur ch .

But however si mi l ar Ger man and Engl i sh st r ai ns of Hel l eni sm wer e i n

t hese r espect s, t hei r asymmet r i es shoul d al so be not ed, bot h i n t er ms of t he

epi st emi c and di si pl i nar y f i el ds wi t h whi ch t hey wer e associ at ed and i n

r el at i on t o t he cat egor i cal f or mat i on of I nni s hi msel f . Di sent angl i ng t hi s

knot of di f f er ences br i ngs t o l i ght , i n f act , t wo f ur t her r espect s i n whi ch

I nni s' s het er odoxy makes hi m l i abl e t o be mi sunder st ood .

The empi r i ci st cast of Br i t i sh t hought has i nhi bi t ed Hel l eni st out br eaks

mor e compl et el y i n t he soci al sci ences t han i n t he r eal mof l i t er ar y t heor y

and aest het i cs ; and even her e, wi t h New Cr i t i ci sm, a ( f or mal i st ) i deal i sm

about ar t has been t emper ed by an at omi sed i ndi vi dual i sm of t he wor k . I n

an academi c mi l i eu t hat f or med l ar gel y as a col oni al of f shoot of Br i t ai n,

I nni s' s pecul i ar i t y was t hat he pur sued Hel l eni st i c t hemes i n di sci pl i nes l i ke

economi cs wher e t hey wer e nor mal l y most r epr essed . At t he same t i me, as
a nat i onal i st ( a st ance wi t h af f i ni t i es f or democr at i c not t o say popul i st
val ues) hi s pecul i ar i t y was al so t o have expl or ed such t hemes at al l . Over al l ,
t hi s doubl e t r ansgr essi on has pr ecl uded I nni s' s easy assi mi l at i on i nt o any of
t he domi nant i nt el l ect ual camps ; whence, i n Canada, bot h hi s mar gi nal i sa-
t i on and hi s cont i nui ng si gni f i cance as an i mpossi bl e hybr i d who has at l east
made t hi nkabl e a de- dogmat i si ng r e- ar r angement of t he l ocal i nt el l ect ual
f i el d.

I nni s' s bl end of economi c hi st or i ogr aphy and cl assi cal l y- i nspi r ed cul t ur e-
cr i t i que woul d seeml ess st r ange, of cour se, i n a Ger man cont ext . I n conj oi n-
i ng j ust such el ement s, i ndeed, hi s pr oj ect bear s a st r i ki ng r esembl ance t o
t he mor e f ami l i ar cr i t i cal soci al sci ence vent ur e l aunched dur i ng hi s l i f e-
t i me at Fr ankf ur t . But her e, t oo, and beyond i t s empi r i ci sed di ct i on, I nni s' s
par adi gmat i c oper at i on has el ement s of or i gi nal i t y whi ch bot h set i t apar t
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and f r omwhi ch t he t r adi t i ons t hat descend f r omCr i t i cal Theor y t hemsel ves

mi ght have somet hi ng t o l ear n. Subst ant i vel y, t hi s second di mensi on of hi s

het er odoxy i s expr essed i n t he r el at i ve cent r al i t y hi s t hought accor ds t o t he

moment of t echnol ogy ; and geneal ogi cal l y, once mor e, i t r egi st er s t he

f or mat i ve ef f ect s of hi s ear l y encount er wi t h Vebl en .

4 .

	

The Technol ogi cal Medi at i on

The Fr ankf ur t t hi nker s, f ol l owi ng a gr oove al r eady est abl i shed by

Lukacs, 23 t ended t o et her eal i se t echnol ogy by absor bi ng i t s consi der at i on

wi t hi n a cr i t i que of bur eaucr at i c i nst r ument al i sm on t he one hand, and of

capi t al i st pr oduct i on r el at i ons on t he ot her . Whi l e I nni s was si mi l ar l y

suspi ci ous of i ndust r i al capi t al i sm' s r el i gi on of pr ogr ess and t echni que, t he

subst i t ut i on i n hi s soci o- economi c cat egor i es of Vebl en f or Mar x ( wi t h al l

t he t heor et i cal si mpl i f i cat i ons t hi s al so ent ai l ed) t o a l ar ge degr ee shi el ded

hi m f r om t he cor r espondi ng ant i - t echni ci st met aphysi cs t o whi ch such an

el l i psi s l ef t Cr i t i cal Theor y i t sel f al ways vul ner abl e .

Thi s i s not t o say t hat I nni s swal l owed Vebl en whol e . He cer t ai nl y

r ej ect ed t he l at t er ' s et hi ci sed pr oduct i vi sm" st r essi ng ( no l ess t han Hor -

khei mer , Ador no and Mar cuse) t he mor e l ei sur el y i deal s f or pr axi s memor i -

al i sed by t he Gr eeks . As a Canadi an, besi des, he was bound t o be l ess

ent husi ast i c about t he pr ogr essi ve pot ent i al of i ndust r y, havi ng exper i enced

i t s cost s and benef i t s at t he mar gi n not t he cent r e of moder n empi r e . But

hi s f i l i at i on wi t h Vebl en di d al er t hi m t o di f f er ences bet ween i ndust r y as

such and capi t al i sm; whi ch mor e gener al l y encour aged hi mt o concept ual i se

t he t echnol ogi cal aspect of pr oduct i on as a medi at i on i n i t s own r i ght , wi t h

i t s own hi st or i cal l y di ver se f or ms of bei ng and i t s own, somet i mes cont r a-

di ct or y, soci al ef f ect s .

Of al l t he Fr ankf ur t t hi nker s, I nni s' s t hought was per haps cl osest i n t hi s

r espect t o t hat of Benj ami n . z 5 Benj ami n' s i nt er est i n t echnol ogy, t oo,

addr essed speci f i cal l y i t s i mpact on communi cat i on ; and whi l e Benj ami n

was concer ned mai nl y about t he r i se of t he si mul acr um, and I nni s mai nl y

about t he r i se of i ndust r i al i sed wr i t i ng, bot h sensed i n t he advent of new

medi a a f act of r upt ur al si gni f i cance, bot h f or t he bour geoi s cul t ur al t r adi -

t i on and f or cr i t i ques whi ch appeal ed t o i t s r at i onal i st / ar t i sanal aest het i c .

That sai d, however , I nni s' s i nt er est i n communi cat i on was t i ed t o a qui t e

di f f er ent soci o- economi c pr obl emat i c, wi t h r espect t o whi ch ( i n a sense t o

be expl ai ned) t he t echnol ogi cal t heme l oomed l ar ger over al l .

Vebl en' s r ef l ect i ons on t he t r avai l s of moder n capi t al i sm, z 6 had essen-

t i al l y r evol ved ar ound f i ve poi nt s : ( 1) t hat busi ness and i ndust r y, as modal

pr act i ces as wel l as i nst i t ut i onal si t es, ar e t he t wi n pi l l ar s of capi t al i st

ci vi l i sat i on ; ( 2) t hat t he gat her i ng Twent i et h Cent ur y st or m ( he di ed i n
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1929) i s t o be account ed f or i n t er ms of t hei r i nher ent conf l i ct , exacer bat ed
by t he di sequi l i br i um r esul t i ng f r om t he st r uct ur al domi nance of t he f or -
mer ; ( 3) t hat i n pr oduct i on t he unbr i dl ed mar ket cr eat es specul at i ve di st ur -

bances, pr ecl udes pl anni ng and l eads t o i r r esponsi bl e ( because absent ee)

pat t er ns of owner shi p ; whi l e ( 4) i n t he pr i vat e spher e t he mar ket ' s f usi on
wi t h st at us compet i t i on subst i t ut es consumer i sm f or t he ` i nst i nct of wor k-

manshi p' , and t her eby under mi nes i ndust r i al i sm' s mot i vat i onal base. Fr om

whi ch he concl uded ( 5) t hat t he hi st or i cal opt i ons f or t r anscendi ng t he cr i si s

wer e Bol shevi sm, whose l evel l i ng spi r i t woul d be di sast r ous f or

ent r epeneur shi p, or a t echnocr at i c t akeover by an i ndust r i al al l i ance of
wor ker s, manager s, pl anner s and engi neer s .

I nni s' s r el at i on t o Vebl en, i n t hese t er ms, can be si mpl y put : he accept ed

poi nt s 1, 3 and 4 but not poi nt s 2 and 5 . Thus he si mi l ar l y st r essed i nt er -

i nst i t ut i onal ( r at her t han cl ass) cont r adi ct i ons, was si mi l ar l y pr e- occupi ed
wi t h t he i mpact of commer ci al and i ndust r i al pr act i ces on col l ect i ve psy-
chol ogy and ' habi t ' and l i kewi se depl or ed t he di sast r ous ef f ect s of t he

mar ket i n monopol i si ng at t ent i on f or shor t - r ange needs . But , i n t une wi t h

hi s gr eat er Hel l eni sm, I nni s r ej ect ed Vebl ens' s advocacy of a l i ber at ed

i ndust r i al i sm, seei ng i t and t he ' pr i ce- syst em' as not j ust i nt er - l i nked but

par al l el f or ces, wi t h i nst abi l i t i es i n soci et y and cul t ur e ar i si ng f r om t he
conj oi nt i mpact of ( ' space- bi ndi ng' ) bi ases common t o bot h . Less sangui ne,
t her ef or e, t hat count er - t endenci es l ay hi st or i cal l y t o hand, he scanned t he
hor i zons f or evi dence t hat such f or ces mi ght yet emer ge, pi nni ng hi s
evapor at i ng hopes on a r evi vi f i ed or al t r adi t i on or on modal changes t o
sensi bi l i t y t hat mi ght occur as t he uni nt ended r esul t of pr esent or f ut ur e
t echnol ogi cal change .

The par t i cul ar i t i es of I nni s' s t hemat i sat i on ar e embedded i n hi s act ual
wor k, a f ar - r angi ng set of enqui r i es i nt o f i r st t he pol i t i cal economy of
Canada" and t hen t he gl obal hi st or y of communi cat i on . z 8 But her e, i n t hi s
ver y bi f ur cat i on, we ar e f aced wi t h yet anot her i nt er pr et i ve di f f i cul t y . What ,

we must ask, i s t he r el at i on bet ween t he t wo hal ves of hi s pr oj ect ? And what
l i ght does t hat r el at i on t hr ow on t he way hi s t hemat i sat i on of t echnol ogy
coher es over al l ?

The pol i t i cal economy phase of I nni s' s enqui r y was gui ded by t he i nsi ght
t hat Canada' s epi sodi c and unbal anced devel opment der i ved f r om i t s mar -
gi nal r el at i on t o i ndust r i al i si ng cent r es ( f i r st Engl and and t hen t he Uni t ed
St at es) f or whomCanada had ser ved as t he pr ovi der of a successi on of st apl e
i nput s . What caught hi s at t ent i on was bot h t he r el at i ve economi c t ur bu-
l ence whi ch t hi s ar r angement pr oduced, and t he associ at i on of di f f er ent
st apl e i ndust r i es wi t h di f f er ent t r anspor t at i on syst ems, each mor e capi t al
i nt ensi ve t han t he l ast , and each havi ng a pr of ound ef f ect on t he char act er
of soci al l i f e as a whol e .
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Synchr oni cal l y, each successi ve conf i gur at i on of st apl e and t r anspor t

ent ai l ed i t s own r el at i on bet ween peopl e and l and, wi t h at t endant i mpl i ca-

t i ons f or habi t at i on pat t er ns, commer ce and t he di st r i but i on of power .

" Lumber t ended t o emphasi se t he ef f i ci ency of downst r eam t r af f i c on t he

l ar ge r i ver s, wher eas f ur t ended t o emphasi se t he ef f i ci ency of upst r eam

t r af f i c i n smal l er r i ver s" . z 9 " We can t r ace i n di r ect descent f r om t he i nt r o-

duct i on of st eam on t he St . Lawr ence wat er ways, t he Act of Uni on, t he

compl et i on of t he St . Lawr ence canal s, t he Gr and Tr unk . . . Conf eder at i on,

t he I nt er - col oni al , t he Nat i onal Pol i cy, t he CPR . . . and t he dr i f t t o pr ot ec-

t i on . " 3 °

Di achr oni cal l y, t he capi t al i nt ensi veness of st apl es- r el at ed t r anspor t at i on

syst ems ( besi des uppi ng t he ant e on t echni cal or economi c obsol escence)

i mpl i ed t he need f or cent r al i sed f i nance and gr owi ng i nvol vement by t he

st at e . Wi t h canal s came Responsi bl e Gover nment ; wi t h r ai l ways, Con-

f eder at i on . However ( pace Vebl en) t he cor r espondi ng need f or l ong- r ange

pl anni ng t o deal wi t h gr owi ng gover nment debt and t he soci al cost s of

movi ng f r om one st apl e/ t r anspor t syst em t o anot her was cont i nual l y

t hwar t ed by t he shor t - si ght edness of pr i vat e capi t al whi ch was i n any case

host i l e t owar ds any such ' soci al i st ' t r end .

Taki ng t hese t wo di mensi ons t oget her , I nni s t r aced t he whol e di scont i nu-

ous hi st or y of st apl es and t r anspor t syst ems t hat had mar ked Canada' s

st or my passage f r ompal eo- t o neo- t echnccs . For al l i t s economi c compl ex-

i on and l ocal r ef er ence, t hen, hi s account even at t hi s st age addr essed a ver y

gener al i ssue : t he i mpact of t echno- economi c devel opment on . human

ecol ogy i n r el at i on t o space and t i me, and t he pr ospect s t hr ough publ i c

pol i cy f or achi evi ng bet ween t hese di mensi ons some ki nd of adapt i ve

bal ance.

At t hat t hemat i c l evel , t he communi cat i ons phase of I nni s' s enqui r y,

whi l e cer t ai nl y swi t chi ng t er r ai n, was exact l y cont i nuous wi t h t he f i r st . Each

medi um, l i ke each st apl e, had i t s own bi as, i t s own " i nf l uence on t he

di ssemi nat i on of knowl edge over space and t i me . " 31 And f or each per i od he

" at t empt ed t o t r ace t he i mpl i cat i ons of t he medi a of communi cat i on f or t he

char act er of knowl edge and t o suggest t hat a monopol y or ol i gopol y of

knowl edge i s bui l t up t o t he poi nt t hat equi l i br i um i s di st ur bed. " 32

But what t hese f or mul at i ons al so r eveal i s t hat bet ween hi s concept of

st apl es/ t r anspor t and knowl edge/ communi cat i ons t her e ar e r el at i ons of

anal ogy as wel l . I n ef f ect , t he f r amewor k he devel oped f or anal ysi ng t he

f or mer became a model f or anal ysi ng t he l at t er . Thus, t he hi st or y of

communi cat i on, as of t he Canadi an economy, i s pr esent ed as a successi on of

t echnol ogi es f or t r anspor t i ng t hi ngs ( physi cal l y, pr i or t o t he t el egr aph) ,

t oget her wi t h a mat chi ng ser i es of t hi ngs bei ng moved. I n t he case of

communi cat i on, t hese l at t er ar e al so seen as bi nar i es, br i ngi ng t oget her a
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f or m of i nscr i pt i on wi t h a f or m of medi um, each of whi ch bot h embody

t echni que and have t hei r own sensuous i mpact . At ever y l evel , i n f act ,

I nni s' s concer n was wi t h t he medi at i ng i mpact of what one mi ght cal l

di st r i but i onal t echnol ogy ; wi t h r espect t o whi ch, i n t ur ni ng t o t he st udy of

communi cat i on, hi s at t ent i on si mpl y shi f t ed f r om t he ( mar ket - dr i ven)

conveyance of commodi t i es t o t he ( cul t ur al l y and pol i t i cal l y dr i ven) convey-

ance of si gns .

The empi r i cal pi vot on whi ch I nni s' s enqui r y changed di r ect i on was t he

l umber i ndust r y, a Canadi an st apl e whi ch had sl umped wi t h t he comi ng of

st eamshi ps but gai ned a new l ease on l i f e wi t h t he bur geoni ng demand f or

pul p and paper . Her e, t hen, was a pr i mar y commodi t y f or war dl y l i nked not

t o f ood, cl ot hi ng, or capi t al goods, but t o i nf or mat i on and cul t ur e . Mor eover ,

t he l i nked pr oduct i n gr eat est demand was newspr i nt , and t he r i se of a mass

pr ess i t sel f bet okened i ndust r i al pr oducer s' gr owi ng need t o adver t i se . Thus,
t hi s st apl e al so subser ved t he spr eadi ng pr omot i onal i sm t hat Vebl en ( qua

' conspi cuous consumpt i on' ) had seen as capi t al i sm' s comi ng cul t ur al domi -
nant . At t ent i ve t o t hi s dual si gni f i cance, I nni s t ur ned f r om pul p and paper

t o t he publ i shi ng i ndust r y i t sel f , and t hence, on t he one hand, t o t he mor e

gener al anal ysi s of i ndust r i al i sed communi cat i on and, on t he ot her , t o t he

pl ace of publ i shi ng wi t hi n t he hi st or y of communi cat i on as such. 33

I n t er ms of hi s wi der t hemat i c, t hese new ar eas of st udy al so br ought t o

t he sur f ace t wo i ssues pr evi ousl y i mpl i ed but not di r ect l y posed . The f i r st

concer ned t he causal r el at i on bet ween di st r i but i onal t echnol ogy and cul t ur al

bi as, bot h i n gener al and wi t h r ef er ence t o what he cal l ed wi t h i ncr easi ng

gl oom" t he cr i si s of West er n ci vi l i sat i on" . The second concer ned t he soci o-

hi st or i cal gr oundi ng of hi s own bi as, par t i cul ar l y t he Gr eek- der i ved pr ob-
l emat i c of cul t ur al heal t h t o whi ch i t made appeal . I n so f ar as t hi s l at t er was
i t sel f concei ved as a cor r ect i ve, t he quest i ons wer e evi dent l y l i nked, and he
f ound a cl ue t o bot h i n hi s not i on t hat communi cat i ve t echnol ogi es coul d be
di st i ngui shed on t he basi s of t hei r r el at i ve capaci t y t o communi cat e t hr ough

space or acr oss t i me .

Hi s st ar t i ng- poi nt was Havel ock' s r ewor ki ng of Pl at o' s i deas 34 concer n-
i ng t he t hr eat posed t o Gr eek cul t ur e by t he r i se of wr i t i ng . " The i mpact of
wr i t i ng and pr i nt i ng" he not ed " . . . i ncr eases t he di f f i cul t i es of under st andi ng
a ci vi l i sat i on based on t he or al t r adi t i on . " 35 But i f t he vi t al i t y of Gr eek
cul t ur e r est ed on i t s or al char act er , i t s f i nest f l ower i ng came as t he out come
of an encount er wi t h t he Phoeni ci an al phabet , wher ei n, f or an i nst ant , t he
bi ases of t he or al mode wer e i n bal ance wi t h t hose of t he wr i t t en. Thi s

exampl e f or hi m was par adi gmat i c :

The char act er of t he medi umof communi cat i on t ends t o cr eat e a
bi as i n ci vi l i sat i on f avour abl e t o an over - emphasi s on t he t i me
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concept or on t he space concept and onl y at r ar e i nt er val s ar e t he

bi ases of f set by t he i nf l uence of anot her medi um and st abi l i t y

achi eved . 36

I n i nst i t ut i onal t er ms, he suggest ed, an emphasi s on space- bi ndi ng commu-

ni cat i on f aci l i t at ed cent r al i sed pol i t i cal cont r ol , t i me- bi ndi ng communi ca-

t i on f avor ed t he mai nt enance of r el i gi on and cul t ur al t r adi t i on, and t he most

successf ul ci vi l i sat i ons ( Byzant i umas t he cl assi c caus 37 ) wer e t hose i n whi ch

t he t wo count er - bal anci ng t endenci es wer e abl e t o co- exi st . I n t hi s r espect ,

t he Gr eek exampl e was par adi gmat i c f or hi m i n a second r espect : t he

t ensi on bet ween t he or al t r adi t i on and wr i t i ng was t aken t o be a t ensi on

bet ween t wo di f f er ent modes of cul t ur al st or age, memor y ver sus i nscr i p-

t i on, and as such t o i ncar nat e t he di st i nct i on bet ween t i me- and space- bi ased

medi a t hemsel ves .

I nni s' s per cept i on t hat " i nvent i ons i n commer ci al i sm" 38 had danger ousl y

di st ur bed t he moder n cul t ur al bal ance i mmedi at el y f ol l owed f r om t hi s .

Wi t h t he i ndust r i al r evol ut i on and i t s ext ensi on t o communi cat i ons, t he

speeded- up mar ket had accel er at ed wr i t i ng t o t he poi nt t hat cent r al i st

pol i t i cal t endenci es had no cul t ur al check and col l ect i ve memor y had vi r t u-

al l y di ssol ved . I n an age of war , depr essi on and t yr anny ( t o whi ch we must

now add : envi r onment al r ui n) t he r esul t i ng pr eval ence of pr esent - mi nded-

ness was not j ust a mat t er f or r egr et , but cause and sympt omof a pr of ound

cont r adi ct i on : t he sensi t i vi t y t o l ong- r un consequences t hat i ndust r i al i sm

made ur gent was at t he same t i me pr ecl uded by t he f or ms of communi cat i on

t hat i ndust r i al i sm i nst al l ed. " Each ci vi l i sat i on" he obser ves " has i t s own

met hod of sui ci de. " 39

Whi l e he hel d out l i t t l e pr ospect of sol ut i on, t wo possi bl e count er -

t endenci es pr esent ed t hemsel ves : newmedi a and a r evi t al i sed or al t r adi t i on .

Concer ni ng t he f i r st , I nni s not ed t he ambi val ent si gni f i cance of " a compet i -

t i ve t ype of communi cat i on based on t he ear , i n t he r adi o and i n t he l i nki ng

of sound t o t he ci nema and t o t el evi si on . " 4° On t he one hand, wi t h i t s

emphasi s on " t he necessi t y of a concer n f or cont i nui t y" r adi o mi ght of f set

t he vi sual bi as of paper and pr i nt ; but i t was al so i nher ent l y cent r al i si ng, and

i n commer ci al f or mexacer bat ed t he ef f ect s of t he pr ess i n accent uat i ng " t he

i mpor t ance of t he super f i ci al and t he ephemer al . " 41 As f or or al cul t ur e,

besi des champi oni ng t he l osi ng cause of academi a, i t s l ast i nst i t ut i onal

bast i on, I nni s pr of f er ed hi s own wor k ; not , t hat i s, j ust f or i t s cont ent s but

f or i t s f or m: wr i t i ng, cer t ai nl y, but wr i t i ng cr ossed wi t h speech .

5 .

	

Count er - bi as and t he f ut ur e of r eason

On bot h count s, I nni s' s pr ogr ammat i c opens up i ssues t hat go t o t he hear t

of t echnol ogi cal moder ni t y and t he pr obl ems of i t s cr i t i que . But hi s dar ken-

142
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i ng mood suggest s al so t hat hi s t hought got i nt o an i mpasse ; as a r esul t of

whi ch ( or so t he opt i mi st mi ght ar gue) he was l ed t o over - r ead t he i mpasse

t hat he t ook West er n ci vi l i sat i on i t sel f t o be i n. Wi t hout pr e- j udgi ng t hat

quest i on, t he par adi gmat i c oper at i on I have been descr i bi ng cer t ai nl y pr o-

duced i t s own gaps and r educt i ons ; and t hese wi l l have t o be not j ust mi l ked

f or t hei r sympt omat i c val ue but posi t i vel y cor r ect ed i f t he I nni si an pr oj ect

i s t o be r evi ved i n t he cont ext of cont empor ar y debat e . I n t hat spi r i t I woul d

concl ude by hi ghl i ght i ng, i n par t i cul ar , t hr ee r espect s i n whi ch I nni s' s

anal ysi s bot h opened up st r at egi c i ssues and at t he same t i me was i nher ent l y

r est r i ct ed by i t s t aci t cat egor i cal scheme .

Consi der , f i r st , I nni s' s f ocus on di st r i but i onal t echnol ogy and hi s use, i n

t hat cont ext , of st apl es/ t r anspor t at i on as a model f or under st andi ng t he

t echnol ogi cal di mensi on of communi cat i on . On t he posi t i ve si de, one may

say t hat t hi s ver y st r ess on howgoods and i nf or mat i on ar e di st r i but ed, whi l e

i n some r espect s pr e- mar xi st , of f er s a usef ul cor r ect i ve t o Mar xi sm' s own

f i xat i on on t he moment of pr oduct i on . I t i s a cor r ect i ve, mor eover , whi ch

compl ement s t he i ncr eased at t ent i on t o consumpt i on and exchange t hat

advanced capi t al i sm' s vast l y expanded sel l i ng appar at us has al so qui t e

pr oper l y evi nced. However , whi l e I nni s evi dent l y r ecogni sed t he st r at egi c

i mpor t ance t hat t he non- pr oduct i on si de of t he capi t al i st economy had

come t o assume, hi s r el uct ance t o t heor i se t hi s poi nt l ef t t he i nt er pl ay

bet ween di st r i but i on, ci r cul at i on and exchange unexami ned and, mor e

i mpor t ant l y, l ef t t he l i mi t at i ons of t he di st r i but i onal model i t sel f as an

anal ogue f or communi cat i on whol l y i n t he shade .

I n vi ew of hi s ambi guous r emar ks about r adi o, i t i s par t i cul ar l y wor t h

emphasi zi ng i n t hi s r egar d t he weakness of hi s t r anspor t at i on anal ogy

when appl i ed t o el ect r oni c medi a : f i r st , because communi cat i on by wi r e and

br oadcast i s i nst ant aneous and f r eed f r om r el i ance on physi cal t r anspor t ;

and secondl y because r adi o, r ecor ds, t . v . et c . r equi r e r ecept i on equi pment -

a new ( and f or I nni s whol l y unnot i ced) i nt er vent i on of t echnol ogy i n t he

communi cat i on pr ocess whi ch l i kewi se has i t s own speci f i c medi at i ng

cul t ur al ef f ect s . Among t hese ef f ect s, I nni s never anal ysed f or exampl e t he

pr i vat i si ng di mensi on of t he new medi a, t hei r dest r uct i on, r el at i ve t o t he

ol der pr i nt medi a, of a hor i zont al l y i nt er act i ng publ i c . Mor e gener al l y, whi l e

he t aci t l y i ncor por at ed i nst ant anei t y ( but not r ecor di ng) i n hi s t hesi s con-

cer ni ng moder n space- bi as, t he second newf eat ur e i nvol ved a f ur t her aspect

of communi cat i on, r ecept i on, whi ch hi s f ocus on di st r i but i on and hi s anal -

ogy of communi cat i on wi t h t r anspor t never r eal l y al l owed hi mt o see.

Secondl y, t her e i s t he quest i on of I nni s' s t r eat ment of t echnol ogi cal bi as

i t sel f , and speci f i cal l y hi s cent r al i nsi ght concer ni ng t he di f f er ence bet ween

t i me and space- bi ndi ng medi a. Thi s was per haps I nni s' s st r ongest poi nt ,

and cont i nues t o pr ovi de a power f ul heur i st i c not onl y f or t he compar at i ve

st udy of ci vi l i sat i ons but al so f or t he cr i t i cal i nvest i gat i on of our own. Above

14 3
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al l , i t pl aced t he t r adi t i onal i st l ament about t he dest r uct i on of cont i nui t y ( i n

hi s t er ms, t i me- bi ndi ng communi cat i on) on a mat er i al f oundat i on and

moved such cr i t i que beyond nost al gi a bot h by a st r ess on t i me/ space bal ance

and by f ocussi ng not j ust on i ndust r i al i sm' s i ncapaci t y t o r ecal l t he past but

on i t s even mor e di st ur bi ng i nabi l i t y t o communi cat e wi t h t he f ut ur e.

However , I nni s' s axi al di st i nct i on bet ween t i me- and space- bi ndi ng com-

muni cat i on was el l i pt i cal l y mapped ont o t he opposi t i on bet ween speech

and wr i t i ng, par t l y as a r esul t of hi s i dent i f i cat i on wi t h t he t ensi ons of Gr eek

cul t ur e and par t l y as a f ur t her consequence of hi s t r anspor t model , i n t er ms

of whi ch speech/ wr i t i ng wer e r ender ed i n ef f ect as pol ar f or ms of convey-

ance . Agai n, as a r esul t , we have an over - condensed syst emof bi nar i es, and

agai n concept ual pr obl ems ar i se when we t r y t o appl y hi s i deas t o t he new

t echnol ogi cal const el l at i on r epr esent ed by el ect r oni c medi a. Moder n com-

muni cat i ve f or ms ar e i n a pur e sense nei t her speech nor wr i t i ng, const i t ut -

i ng i n ef f ect t he emer gence of a hybr i d t hi r d. Pr obl emat i si ng t hi s l at t er i n

t er ms of I nni s' s own di chot omy bet ween speech and wr i t i ng r eveal s, i n

addi t i on, a f ur t her l acuna : I nni s' s t r eat ment of new medi a f ai l ed t o di f f er en-

t i at e bet ween br oadcast i ng and r ecor di ng, a weakness shar ed i n equal

measur e by Benj ami n who conf ounded t hem bot h wi t h t he agai n qui t e

di f f er ent phenomenon of mechani cal r epr oduct i on.

The concept ual pr obl em her e i s not j ust t hat I nni s' s t ypol ogy i s t oo

r est r i ct i ve, but t hat i n hi s hast e t o gr asp t he r el at i on bet ween medi a f or ms

and t i me/ space bi as he conf l at ed di st i nct i ons bet ween f or ms of ( l i ngui st i c)

expr essi on wi t h t hose bet ween f or ms of st or age and col l ect i ve memor y . The

exampl e of gr af f i t i , however , shows t hat i nscr i pt i on i s by no means i dent i cal

wi t h ext er nal st or age, j ust as ever y t eacher knows t hat or al communi cat i on

does not necessar i l y pr esuppose memor y . The act ual r el at i on bet ween

medi um and st or age depends, one mi ght say, on whi ch medi um i s domi -

nant : but t hen what ar e we t o make of a cul t ur e - our own - wher e a

mul t i pl i ci t y of medi a f or ms co- exi st ? I n t he Phaedr us, Pl at o had wor r i ed

about t he ef f ect s of wr i t i ng on speech, and Rousseau l at er char act er i sed t he

f or mer as a ' danger ous suppl ement ' ( l i ke mast ur bat i on : a f i gur e t hat Der -

r i da made gr eat pl ay of i n Of Gr ammat ol ogy) .42 Fr omt hat per spect i ve, t he

deci si ve quest i on concer ni ng r adi o, f i l mr ecor ds and t . v . i s not whet her t hei r

expr essi ve and st or age i mpl i cat i ons ar e most anal ogous t o t hose of speech

or wr i t i ng but howt he l at t er , as such, have been af f ect ed i n t hei r f unct i oni ng

by t he ar r i val of new medi a .

Baudr i l l ar d' s obser vat i ons concer ni ng r ecor di ng and t he st ock- pi l i ng of

t i me43 ar e semi nal i n t hi s r egar d, al t hough hi s f ocus i s mor e on t he deadness

of t he t i me st or ed t han on t he i mpl i cat i ons of pr odi gi ousl y enhanced

st or age capaci t y f or col l ect i ve memor y as such . St i l l , I nni s' s ar gument coul d

wel l be el abor at ed on t hi s gr ound: i n ef f ect , t he mor e t echnol ogi cal l y
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advanced ( wi t h si mul acr a and t hei r el ect r o- magnet i c r ecor di ng) cul t ur al

st or age has become, t he mor e col l ect i ve memor y, whose cont ent s i ncr ease

exponent i al l y, r esembl es a Tower of Babel i n r ever se. Thi s amnesi a t hr ough

conf usi on has been f ur t her exacer bat ed by t he ef f ect s on commer ci al i sed
cul t ur e of f ashi on ; i t sel f l i nked t o an accel er at i ng pr ocess of compet i t i ve

exchange whi ch ( as I nni s hi msel f not ed i n hi s st udy of publ i shi ng) ext ends

t o t he i mmat er i al commodi t i es of communi cat i on j ust as much as t o ot her

goods .

Over al l , t hen, whi l e I nni s posed a f undament al i ssue by spel l i ng out t he
mat er i al under - pi nni ngs of i ndust r i al capi t al i sm' s ' space- bi as' , hi s medi a
gr ammar was def ect i ve . McLuhan' s own modi f i cat i on of I nni s begi ns,
i ndeed, pr eci sel y wi t h t hi s poi nt , al t hough he onl y compounded t he pr ob-

l em by mappi ng I nni s' s di st i nct i ons bet ween t i me/ space and speech/

wr i t i ng ont o yet a t hi r d di st i nct i on based on sense : " Af t er many hi st or i cal

demonst r at i ons of t he space- bi ndi ng power of t he eye and t he t i me- bi ndi ng

power of t he ear " he not es " I nni s r ef r ai ns f r om appl yi ng t hese st r uct ur al
pr i nci pl es t o t he act i on of r adi o. Suddenl y he shi f t s t he ear wor l d of r adi o
i nt o t he vi sual or bi t , at t r i but i ng t o r adi o al l t he cent r al i si ng power s of t he
eye and of vi sual cul t ur e . " 44

Fr om t hi s angl e, I nni s' s own suggest i on t hat r adi o, as t he r et ur n of t he
or al / aur al , had been associ at ed wi t h a gr owi ng " concer n wi t h t he pr obl ems

of t i me" 45 was not j ust unsat i sf act or y but paved t he way, on hi s own t er r ai n,
f or t he abandonment of i t s cr i t i cal under pi nni ngs al t oget her . By downpl ay-
i ng t he medi at i on of commer ce and excl udi ng t he pr obl em of memor y,
McLuhan was l ed t o di scer n i n t he i mpact of t he el ect r oni c medi a, t out cour t ,
t endenci es t owar ds synest hesi a and r e- t r i bal i sat i on whi ch he wel comed as
bet okeni ng t he r et ur n of mor e i nt egr al cogni t i ve modes . 46 Cor r espondi ngl y
mor e convi nced t han I nni s t hat t echnol ogi cal moder ni t y was i t sel f pr oduc-
i ng a par adi gmshi f t , McLuhan sawi n t he new medi a' s or al r ever sal of pr i nt
not t he f i nal vi ct or y of spat i al i sat i on, but t he adapt i ve cor r el at e, i f onl y we
woul d r ecogni se i t , of our now whol l y out er ed t echnol ogy : t he col l ect i ve
br ai n t hat i s out si de and over us, and whose sl eep- wal ki ng ser vo- mecha-
ni sm we have, i n shocked r esponse, unf or t unat el y become .

Under l yi ng McLuhan' s r evi si on of I nni s, evi dent l y, i s not j ust a di f f er ent
eval uat i on of r adi o, f i l m t . v . et c . but a di f f er ent , t hat i s sensuous and
pr i mi t i vi st , concept i on of t he or al . And t hi s br i ngs us t o t he f i nal poi nt :
I nni s' s espousal of t he or al mode i t sel f as a count er - bi as agai nst advanced
i ndust r i al i sm' s al l - per vasi ve t i me- denyi ng t r end . At t he anal yt i c l evel , I
have al r eady suggest ed t hat t he st r engt hs and weaknesses of I nni s' s concep-
t ual i sat i on of or al cul t ur e hi nge on hi s model of t i me/ space bi as on t he one
hand and hi s gr ammar of medi a on t he ot her . But I nni s, commi t t ed t o
r ef l exi vi t y, al so ai med t o gr ound hi s own posi t i on and, f i nal l y, t o pr act i ce t he
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count er - bi as t hat he pr eached. What r emai ns t o be consi der ed, t hen, i s t he

adequacy of t he t wo r espect s i n whi ch hi s at t achment t o t he or al was

mani f est i n hi s own pr axi s .

The f i r st was i n hi s par t i sanshi p f or t he academy, whi ch combi ned

ext er nal l y champi oni ng t he uni ver si t y' s aut onomy and char t er i deal s wi t h

a cor uscat i ng cr i t i que of i t s seemi ngl y i nexor abl e dr i f t al ong t he r oad of

i ndust r i al i sat i on and commer ci al i sm. 4' That t hi s dr i f t coul d l ead t o massi ve

i nst i t ut i onal upheaval s as wel l as t o t he i ndust r i al t er mi nus he f ear ed was

beyond hi s hi st or i cal hor i zon, and si gnal s on one l evel hi s i ndi vi dual i st i c

r el uct ance t o seek out , st i l l l ess endor se, t he t r ansf or mi st pot ent i al of mass

di scont ent . On anot her l evel , i t al so suggest s an unr ef l ect ed f et i shi sat i on of

or al cul t ur e' s i nst i t ut i onal i sed f or ms . Ther e ar e, however , bot h ext r a and

i nf r a- i nst i t ut i onal net wor ks and t r adi t i ons of f ace- t o- f ace t al k t hat have

al ways been cr uci al t o t he devel opment of i nt el l ect ual cul t ur e, and whi ch

have pr esumabl y become st r at egi c i n t he f ace of t he i nst i t ut i onal t r ends

I nni s hi msel f pr esent s . Her e, as el sewher e, whi l e I nni s' s cr i t i que i s per sua-

si ve i n i t s gener al out l i ne, t he di chot omi es ( i n t hi s case, i ndi vi dual / i nst i t u-

t i on) i n whi ch i t was couched need t o be deconst r uct ed so as t o yi el d a r eal

pol i t i cs .

The second way i n whi ch I nni s pr act i cal l y expr essed hi s or al bi as was i n

hi s own mode of communi cat i ng, and mor e par t i cul ar l y i n t he par adoxes of

hi s st yl e . I n t hat cont ext not t he l east par adox i s t hat hi s chosen medi umwas

pr i nt . Pr of essi onal pr essur es asi de, i t i s har d t o see how el se i n a space-

bi ased t echno- economi c envi r onment he coul d have ef f ect i vel y r eached an

audi ence, but such exi genci es cl ear l y pr esent ed a pr act i cal di l emma. 48 One

r esol ut i on woul d have been t o acknowl edge t hat post - pr i nt medi a have so

i mpover i shed f ace- t o- f ace t al k t hat wr i t i ng i t sel f , despi t e t he publ i shi ng

i ndust r y, has i n any case become t he most dur abl e mode of communi cat i on .

To have t aken t hi s t ack, however , woul d have f or ced hi m t o de- coupl e t he

i ssue of cul t ur al cont i nui t y f r om t hat of medi a f or m, and t hus j et t i son hi s

model .

I nst ead, I nni s t r i ed t o r epl i cat e i n hi s own aut hor i al pr act i ce t he same

t ense sol ut i on ar r i ved at ( i n t hei r heyday) by t he Gr eeks : t he cul t i vat i on of

a f or mof wr i t i ng i n whi ch t he medi um' s i nnat e t endenci es t o l i near i t y and

cent r al i sm wer e hel d i n check by t he t i me- bi ased vi t al i t y of speech . Hi s

pr ef er ence f or t he essay f or m, penchant f or aphor i smand st or y and j oki ng

r ef er ences t o hi s own suppr essed pr ocl i vi t y f or ser moni si ng ( hi s t ext s wer e

as f r equent l y Wi nni e t he Pooh as t he Bi bl e) , al l t est i f y t o t hi s ef f or t , whi ch

i n t ur n meshed wi t h bot h hi s ant i - f or mul ai c emphasi s on par t i cul ar i t y and

hi s empi r i ci st r el uct ance t o t heor i se. But however met hodol ogi cal l y consi s-

t ent hi s st yl i st i c sol ut i on, when j udged i n t er ms of hi s l ar ger obj ect i ves, al so

cont ai ned pr obl ems .
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Fi r st , whi l e hi s st or i es, apposi t i ons, and aphor i sms wer e desi gned at once

t o awaken and l odge t hemsel ves i n t he col l ect i ve memor y, t he concept ual

oper at i on he was per f or mi ng as an anal yst of ci vi l i sat i oncoul d not so easi l y

be sust ai ned. I ndeed, t he ver y qual i t i es by whi ch he st r ove t o make hi s wor k

or al l y memor abl e pl aced obst acl es i n t he way of i t s subsequent appr opr i a-

t i on as a t heor et i cal const r uct . Gi ven i t s el l i pt i cal expr essi on, i n f act , t o pi ck

up on hi s pr oj ect now r equi r es a pr i or i nt er pr et i ve ef f or t whi ch t he condi -

t i on of moder n r eader shi p, pr eci sel y because of t he t i me pr obl em, r ender s

ver y di f f i cul t .

But t hi s di f f i cul t y i n t ur n bet okens anot her . As McLuhan and Thea1149

have suggest ed, I nni s' s r ef usal t o be cl osed, l ogi cal and Car t esi an

r epr esent ed a deci si ve shi f t f r om t he i nt el l ect ual modes of pr i nt sensi bi l i t y ;

one whi ch, whi l e sel f - def i ned as conser vat i ve ( back t o t he Gr eeks) , no doubt

al so cor r esponded t o t hat wi der cul t ur al t r end t owar ds di scont i nuous hol i sm

whi ch t hese comment at or s gener al l y associ at ed wi t h t echnol ogi cal moder -

ni t y and t he r i se of el ect r oni c medi a t hemsel ves . At t he same t i me, however ,

I nni s wr ot e as a soci al sci ent i st , an at t achment t hat f or al l i t s hi st or i ci st and

ant i - speci al i st bent si gni f i ed a cont i nui ng commi t ment t o t he i nt el l ect ual

val ues of t he Enl i ght enment i t sel f . Nei t her poet nor myst i c hi s anal yses

al ways addr essed pr act i cal i ssues ; and i n ever y case, whet her t he i ssue was

r ai l way f i nance, t he f ut ur e of f eder al cul t ur al pol i cy or t he mer i t s of par t -

t i me educat i on, he st r ove t o pr esent a coher ent soci o- hi st or i cal ar gument ,

uni ver sal i sabl e i n i t s pr i nci pl es and abl e t o gr ound a r easonabl e soci al

r esponse .

Ther e was, t hen, a conf l i ct bet ween t he st yl i st i c ef f ect s of hi s or al bi as and

t he anal yt i c r equi r ement s of hi s commi t ment t o r econst r uct i ve r at i onal i t y .

That t he cl ai ms of t he l at t er never won out can be expl ai ned i n t er ms of hi s

commi t ment t o t he f or mer . I n par t , t hough, t hi s al so r ef l ect s hi s pessi mi st i c

assessment t hat t he condi t i ons f or subst ant i ve r at i onal i t y wer e unl i kel y t o

be r est or ed . 5 ° I deol ogi cal l y, as a r esul t , hi s t hought osci l l at ed bet ween a

pr axi s- based sear ch f or st r at egy and a pr ophet i c embr ace of f at e, an ambi gu-

i t y t hat was t ext ual l y expr essed, above al l , by a per vasi ve i r ony .

As agr eeabl e a l i t er ar y ef f ect as t hi s may have somet i mes pr oduced, by not

saf eguar di ng hi s per spect i ve i n r epl i cabl e cat egor i es I nni s r i sked sur r ender -

i ng hi s t hought t o myt hi ci sat i on ; whi ch i s pr eci sel y what happened at t he

hands of McLuhan, t hr ough whoma si mpl i f i ed ( and pr o- moder ni st ) ver -

si on of hi s medi a t hemes passed l at er on, f or exampl e, i nt o Fr ance. 5 ' The

cor r espondi ng r i sk of schemat i smand space- bi as needs al so t o be avoi ded .

But , anal yt i cal l y, i f we ar e t o devel op a f or m of hi st or i cal l y oper at i ve

r ef l exi ve wi sdom al ong t he l i nes I nni s desi r ed, we must engage bot h si des

of an i nvest i gat i ve di al ect i c of whi ch I nni s hi msel f coul d onl y see one.

Cer t ai nl y we need a br oad- scal e soci o- hi st or i cal appr oach, but on t he ot her
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hand we al so need met at heor et i cal r ef l ect i on bot h t o cl ar i f y gr ounds and t o

si t uat e t he concept s empl oyed. I n t ur n, at t he pr i ce of accessi bi l i t y ( but not

necessar i l y of dur at i on) t hi s woul d i mpl y a f or mof wr i t i ng whi ch, t hough

st i l l nar r at i ve, was concept ual l y f ul l er t han I nni s' s and mor e sel f - consci ousl y

i nt er - t ext ual .

To cont i nue I nni s' s pr oj ect , t hen, we have t o do pr eci sel y what I nni s

hi msel f was not pr epar ed t o ent er t ai n: syst emat i se hi s cat egor i es and r ef l ect

on t hei r i nt er - connect ed l ogi c . We wi l l , at t he same t i me, want t o r el ax t hei r

r educt i ons and compar e hi s t hemat i sat i on of cul t ur e, economy and t echnol -

ogy wi t h ot her s so as t o gener at e a mor e mul t i - di mensi onal and, at once,

consi st ent account . Af t er such an oecumeni cal appr opr i at i on no doubt

I nni s' s own cont r i but i on wi l l st i l l seemi mmense. But i n t he end hi s gr eat est

val ue may l i e i n what hi s unr esol ved cont r adi ct i ons t hemsel ves most

st r i ki ngl y r eveal : t hat i n t he f ace of a changed communi cat i ons envi r on-

ment t he chal l enge f aci ng cont empor ar y soci al t heor y i s how t o devel op

new st yl es of concept ual expr essi on whi ch t ake t hose changes i nt o account

wi t hout succumbi ng t o' post - moder n' i deol ogi es whi ch cel ebr at e t he cul t ur e

of l at e capi t al i sm as t he ( pl ayf ul ) r et ur n of chaos and myt h .
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