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Abstract 

One of the most well-known dystopian authors, George Orwell has left a lasting impression on 

modern politics and culture. Orwell paints a dark picture of the future when totalitarian regimes 

and authoritarian governments rule over societies that have lost their freedom and autonomy in 

the two most well-known books, 1984 and Animal Farm. In these depictions of such societies, 

Orwell highlights several societal problems, such as the abuse of authority, the repression of 

opposition, and the manipulation of language and knowledge. Also, depicts a world in which 

people have been robbed of their humanity and reduced to nothing more than cogs in a massive 

and oppressive system using colorful and frequently scary images. Although Orwell's worldview 

was grim, the writings have still encouraged numerous people to think critically about the world 

and try to create more just and equitable societies. All the works are an essential contribution to 

current discourses of social justice and political activity because of the focus on the value of 

individual agency and resistance in the face of injustice, which continues to connect with 

audiences today. All things considered, George Orwell's depictions of dystopia and related 

societal phenomena in writings serve as a potent cautionary tale about the perils of unbridled 

authoritarianism and the necessity of upholding democracy and human rights. 
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Introduction:  

The writings of British novelist, essayist, and journalist George Orwell are well known for 

examining issues of authority, social injustice, and power. Some of the most significant and 

influential works of dystopian literature from the 20th century are thought to be in these writings, 

particularly Nineteen Eighty-Four and Animal Farm. Often employed as a cautionary tale or 

warning about contemporary social, political, or technical tendencies, dystopia is a fictional 

setting in which everything is unpleasant, oppressive, and dehumanizing. Orwell's writings, 

especially Nineteen Eighty-Four, highlight the dangers of totalitarianism, the effectiveness of 

propaganda, and the ability of the state to deceive and subjugate its people (Navrátil, M 2008). 

The novel, which was published in 1949, imagines a society in the future when "The Party" is 

the sole ruling authority. The main character of the book, Winston Smith, is a government 

propagandist and historian who secretly harbors ideas of overthrowing the tyrannical system. 

The novel's themes of censorship, monitoring, and government control have received extensive 

study and analysis and remain pertinent today (Svitavský, O. 2015). The satirical book Animal 

Farm, which was released in 1945, is a critique of Joseph Stalin's dictatorial rule over the Soviet 

Union. A group of farm animals are portrayed in the book as rebelling against human master and 

founding a civilization based on equality and fairness. However, as humans assume positions of 

authority, the pigs turn into corrupt and dictatorial figures, creating a society that is just as 

repressive as the one they had toppled. In addition to criticizing the Russian Revolution and the 

collapse of communism, the book also highlights issues on the nature of power, corruption, and 

the abuse of authority. In these writings, Orwell examines the perils of totalitarianism and the 

effects of a society that has sacrificed its liberties for the appearance of security. In "Animal 

Farm," collection of farm animals is used to highlight the emergence of Stalinism in the Soviet 

Union as well as the risks associated with a cult of personality that might result in 

authoritarianism. In "1984," Orwell imagines a society in which the government exerts complete 

control over all facets of citizens' lives, including thoughts and feelings (Orwell, G., & Lowry, 

M. 2010). Orwell's writings have been interpreted in many ways and have been used to examine 

and comment on a range of societal problems. For instance, the study has been utilized to 
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examine the hazards of surveillance and the degradation of privacy in modern life. The novel's 

portrayal of governmental snooping and control is especially pertinent now, when social media 

and the internet make it simple to monitor and analyze people's personal information. The 

emergence of authoritarianism and populism in modern politics has also been criticized using 

Orwell's writings. The novel's portrayal of a society where the government controls every aspect 

of life and where dissent is prohibited is especially pertinent in the age of Trumpism and other 

populist movements that have gained ground in recent years. The novel's themes of propaganda, 

censorship, and linguistic manipulation are pertinent today given the prevalence of 

disinformation and false information in politics (Kordić, I. 2012). Finally, George Orwell's 

writings—especially Nineteen Eighty-Four and Animal Farm—are significant examples of 

dystopian literature that examine the perils of authoritarianism, propaganda, and authority abuse. 

All these writings have been used to analyze and critique a wide range of societal phenomena, 

such as the invasion of privacy, the growth of authoritarianism and populism, and the perils of 

misinformation and disinformation. These writings are still relevant today and act as a warning 

against the risks of unbridled authority as well as the degradation of freedom and democracy. 

Literature Review: 

Orwell's writing are relatable to people because of the foresight in regard to the social and 

political factors that affect our world. The issues which were raised in these writing, such as 

censorship, misinformation, monitoring, and the abuse of power, are all too prevalent in today's 

world. The writings serve as a cautionary tale about what might happen when society is 

powerless to stop these forces and permits them to proliferate. Orwell uses language and 

communication to portray dystopia, which is one of the main ways in which it was done. The 

government's linguistic sway in "1984," demonstrated by the development of Newspeak and the 

criminalization of "thoughtcrime," exemplifies the influence language has on how we see the 

outside world. Language is employed in today's society to deceive and control the populace 

rather than to convey the facts. The simplicity and directness of Orwell's language are also 

noteworthy. Orwell felt that language should be utilized to speak truthfully and simply, hence all 

the work is sometimes referred to as "plain" or "transparent," which is on purpose (Bakic, P. 
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2013). The writing of George Orwell offers as a counterweight and a reminder that language can 

be used for both emancipation and enslavement in a world where it may be twisted and 

manipulated for political ends. Orwell also uses the examination of power relations to illustrate 

dystopia. In both "Animal Farm" and "1984," the ruling class keeps control of society by 

coercion, brutality, and propaganda. The pigs in "Animal Farm" use their superior intelligence to 

manipulate and rule the other animals, whereas the Party in "1984" maintains control by a 

network of monitoring and repression. 

The Representation of Totalitarianism: The perils of dictatorship are frequently depicted in 

Orwell's novels. According to the novel "1984," The Party is a totalitarian state that has complete 

control over every aspect of its inhabitants' life. The capacity of residents to communicate 

divergent viewpoints is constrained by the Party's creation of a new language, Newspeak, 

demonstrating how much the government has control over even the language they use. 

Similar to this, in "Animal Farm," the pigs establish their own set of laws and regulations to 

further their own interests and keep control of the situation. They essentially establish a 

totalitarian dictatorship on the farm by inciting fear in the other animals and manipulating them 

through propaganda (Mallan, K. 2017). 

Representation of Dystopia in the works of George Orwell: Orwell is known for portraying 

dystopian civilizations that are characterized by the repression of individual freedom, the 

manipulation of language, and the celebration of authority. This is especially true of the books 

Nineteen Eighty-Four and Animal Farm. In Nineteen Eighty-Four, George Orwell creates a 

dystopian society run by the Party, which uses technology, propaganda, and psychological 

manipulation to control every aspect of its residents' lives (Podoshen et al. 2014). The Party 

employs the perpetual threat of war, linguistic control, and the fabrication of history to stay in 

power. In Orwell's writings, dystopia is depicted not just as the repression of individual freedom 

but also as the manipulation of language. In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the Party uses Newspeak to 

control language in order to censor thought and impose restrictions on the right to free speech. 

Newspeak is a tool used by the Party to restrict cognition and obliterate any idea that might 

undermine its authority. 
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The Representation of Oppression and Resistance: Oppression and resistance are frequent 

topics in Orwell's writings. In "1984," Winston Smith, the main character, struggles against The 

Party's rule in search of liberty and individuality. The difficulty of resisting an all-powerful ruler 

is highlighted by the government's eventual crushing of the opposition. In "Animal Farm," the 

other animals first revolt against the pigs' authority, but eventually the pigs' manipulation and 

control put an end to uprising. The book serves as a warning about the perils of not only 

repressive governments but also the slanting of news and propaganda (Claeys, G. 2016). 

Related Social Phenomena: Totalitarianism, propaganda, and the abuse of power are only a few 

of the associated societal aspects that Orwell's writings examine. In "1984", a highly developed 

propaganda apparatus that is used to influence the citizens' ideas and beliefs helps the 

government maintain control. Citizens hardly ever have the ability to distinguish between truth 

and lies because of how ubiquitous government propaganda is. The abuse of power is another 

connected societal topic covered in "1984." A small group of people who have total control over 

the population' life lead the ruling party in the book, known as the Party. The leaders of the Party 

are shown to be dishonest and self-serving, and their acts are motivated by a desire for power and 

control rather than the welfare of the populace. The working-class experiences of George Orwell 

served as the basis for the critique of capitalism. Orwell was intensely aware of the injustices and 

inequalities that persisted in capitalist countries, and the writing serves as an inspiration to 

people who wish to make the world more just and equitable (Xhinaku, E., & Pema, O. 2015).  

The writings of George Orwell provide a potent critique of totalitarianism and the threats to 

freedom and autonomy that it entails. Additionally, a variety of social issues are examined in 

these books, such as the dynamics of power, the use of language, and the risks of conformity. 

These issues are still important to modern society, and Orwell's writings continue to provoke 

introspection and study. Through the writings, George Orwell encourages the audience to take 

part in the ongoing fight for social justice and the defense of personal freedoms. 
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Objective 

To measure about the representation of dystopia and related social phenomena within the works 

of George Orwell 

Methodology 

This study is descriptive in nature in which the data were obtained from the 187 respondents. 

The sample includes fans of Orwell's work, high school or college students, political activists 

and scholars of dystopian literature. A checklist question was used to analyze and interpret the 

data. In a checklist question respondents choose “Yes” or “No” for all the questions. 

Data Analysis and Interpretations 

Table 1 The Representation of Dystopia and related Social Phenomena within the works of 

George Orwell 

SL No.  The Representation of Dystopia and 

related Social Phenomena within the 

works of George Orwell 

Yes % 

Yes 

No % 

No 

Total  

1 Orwell's writing addresses the dangers of 

propaganda and the manipulation of 

information by those in power. 

159 85.03 28 14.97 187 

2 Orwell explores the dangers of 

totalitarianism. 
173 92.51 14 7.49 187 

3 George Orwell's works often depict 

dystopian societies that are characterized by 

oppressive government control and 

surveillance. 

177 94.65 10 5.35 187 

4 Orwell's writing is seen as a critique of the 

political systems of his time. 
145 77.54 42 22.46 187 

5 Surveillance is a recurring theme in George 151 80.75 36 19.25 187 
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Orwell's works. 

6 Orwell's works depict the struggles of 

individuals against oppressive systems. 
137 73.26 50 26.74 187 

7 Orwell's works depict the impact of social 

stratification. 
163 87.17 24 12.83 187 

8 Orwell's works shows how idealistic goals 

can be corrupted and exploited by those in 

power 

133 71.12 54 28.88 187 

 

Table 1 shows the representation of dystopia and related social phenomena within the works of 

George Orwell. It was found that around 94.6% respondents accept that George Orwell's works 

often depict dystopian societies that are characterized by oppressive government control and 

surveillance, Orwell explores the dangers of totalitarianism (92.5%), Orwell's works depict the 

impact of social stratification (87.1%), Orwell's writing addresses the dangers of propaganda and 

the manipulation of information by those in power (85.0%), Surveillance is a recurring theme in 

George Orwell's works (80.7%), Orwell's writing is seen as a critique of the political systems of 

his time (77.5%), Orwell's works depict the struggles of individuals against oppressive systems, 

(73.2) and Orwell's works shows how idealistic goals can be corrupted and exploited by those in 

power (71.1%). 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, George Orwell's writings offer a somber depiction of dystopia and connected 

social issues. Orwell paints a picture of a society in which tyranny, persecution, propaganda, and 

surveillance are the norm and where people's rights and liberties are curtailed through writing. 

The two well-known books by George Orwell, 1984 and Animal Farm, present striking images 

of the perils of tyranny and the abuse of power.  A society is depicted in which the government 

has total control over every element of people's lives, including ideas and emotions, in 1984. 

Animal Farm, on the other hand, explores the corrupting effects of power while criticizing the 
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Soviet Union through metaphor. Additionally, Orwell's literature demonstrates how prevalent 

propaganda is and how language has the ability to sway and manipulate people. In 1984, 

Newspeak, a language created to stifle free thought, is used as a means of tyranny by the 

government. Similar language is used by the pigs in Animal Farm to retain their dominance and 

control over the other animals. Orwell also emphasizes the value of freedom of expression in 

these writing. People who express an opposing opinion or challenge the current quo are punished 

or exterminated in both 1984 and Animal Farm. This emphasizes the significance of a free and 

independent press as well as the requirement that people exercise critical thought and question 

authority. 
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