
The Rights of Others

The Rights of Others examines the boundaries of political

community by focusing on political membership – the principles

and practices for incorporating aliens and strangers, immigrants

and newcomers, refugees and asylum seekers, into existing polities.

Boundaries define some as members, others as aliens. But when

state sovereignty is becoming frayed, and national citizenship is

unraveling, definitions of political membership become much less

clear. Indeed, few issues in world politics today are more important,

or more troubling. In her Seeley Lectures, the distinguished

political theorist Seyla Benhabib makes a powerful plea, echoing

Immanuel Kant, for moral universalism and cosmopolitan

federalism. She advocates not open but porous boundaries,

recognizing not only the admittance rights of refugees and asylum

seekers, but also the regulatory rights of democracies. The Rights of

Others is a major intervention in contemporary political theory, of

interest to large numbers of students and specialists in politics, law,

philosophy, and international relations.

seyla benhabib is one of the leading political theorists in the

world today and Eugene Meyer Professor of Political Science and

Philosophy at Yale University.
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The John Robert Seeley Lectures have been established by the University

of Cambridge as a biennial lecture series in social and political studies,

sponsored jointly by the Faculty of History and Cambridge University

Press. The Seeley Lectures provide a unique forum for distinguished

scholars of international reputation to address, in an accessible manner,

themes of broad and topical interest in social and political studies.

Subsequent to their public delivery in Cambridge the University Press

publishes suitably modified versions of each sets of lectures. Professor

James Tully delivered the inaugural series of Seeley Lectures in 1994 on

the theme of Constitutionalism in an Age of Diversity.

The Seeley Lectures include

(1) Strange Multiplicity: Constitutionalism in an Age of Diversity

james tully

isbn 0 521 47117 6 (hardback) 0 521 47694 1 (paperback)

(2) The Dignity of Legislation

jeremy waldron

isbn 0 521 65092 5 (hardback) 0 521 65883 7 (paperback)

(3) Woman and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach

martha nussbaum

isbn 0 521 66086 6 (hardback)

(4) Value, Respect and Attachment

joseph raz

isbn 0 521 80180 x (hardback) 0 521 00022 x (paperback)

(5) The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents, and Citizens

seyla benhabib

isbn 0 521 83134 2 (hardback) 0 521 53860 2 (paperback)
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“No human is illegal”
ImmigrantWorkers’ Freedom Ride 2003

October 4, 2003

Queens, New York
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