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ABSTRACT

| This study investigates problemé‘ralated to the assimi-

‘lation process of Dutch immigrants in South Western Ontario..
The assimilation process of two groups of Dutch immigranta.
a Christian Reformed and a Catholic group are compared with ( Tt
each othqr. e \\\\

" " An histprical akqtch of the Dutch socio-religious struc-
tures and th immjgration pattern is given to point out the
importance of religivus belongling in the Netherlands. The
Christian Reformed and Catholic group form two completely~

‘separate, but similar, subcuitures (pillars) in the Duteh™
Soeiety. _
The hypotheais that rellgion and its ralated organizations |
diacourage involvement in Canadian formal and informal orga-
nizations for the Calvlnista and etlmulate the Catholics to
do so taa tested. It was found that assimilation takes place
among both groups. but not to. the same degree. Gordon' s and
Breton's theories were used to compare the two groups and it
was found that the Calvinistg ﬁuild their own Church and
Church related organizatio structures in Canada, whereas
the.Catholics join axiatlngw&anndian Catholic. orgnnisations.
The Calviniat group hns a vast nntvork of ethnic socio-reli-
glous struttures. and tha Catholics hnwe very few ethnic orge-
nizations. Ethnie strnctureu-Iinst{tutional completeness) keep
the Calvinists. vltﬁin ah'ethno4faligio;s sub-culture, whereas

' the Catholicajoin and pabticipatq in Canndian orgnnisations.

11 _“4’)’
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

‘The aim of this atudy is to compara the influence of
-religioua belonging and ethnic soclo-religious structures
upon the aasimilation process. of Dutch Christian Reformod
and Catholic immigrants in South Western Ontario.

- My own experiences. being an iumigrant from the Nether-
landa. and ny intereat in religion as i soclal force have
led me to this atudy. Coming to Canada as an immigrant hgs
beeg a.moat'intoroating experidhce for me. Leaving your home-
land to gettle in a new couﬁ?;y makes you aware of the impor-
tance of cultural viluoc nnd\social connections. Leaving the
familiar social setting and trying to find new roota in a com-
_.pletery new environment makes you aware of mnny vnlues and
aocinl uoﬁtlutn which you always took ror granted. Initially
yuu are cvorwholued by the new paOplo you meet and the sur-
ruunﬂingl and cvcrything looks proniaing After this 1nit1a1
stage you get back to tho r.ality of life. You start to miss

the alonrity or the old. count:y nnd you start to feel isolasted

because of language problems. At this point you start to com-
pare the new ocustonms and valuss Iith the ones you took for

: grantod and you become very critical. Pollowing this oculture
ehook you start to sottle dowti. Things do not look that bad.
artc:all.and languago problems start to disappear. In the
years following yon.nbcep¢ moye ‘and more of the new culture

;
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and you start to forgot about the old culture. You bnild up
naw social relationships and you feel more 5nd more part of
the new soclety. Briefly. these have been the nost 1mportnnt
experiences which I have had over the paat seven youra.

During these years of ro-eatablinhnent I have had many
contncts'ith other Dutch femigrants. and menbara of other.—
ethnie groups and had the opportunity to learn from their

,expariences. As a theology and gsoclology atudent I have baen

interested especially in the roligious and social rorcee
involved in the nsainilation process. Religion plays an
unigue role in the assimilation of Dutch inmigrants. Religious
belonging , moro than any other force. has shaped tqé Dutch
Society (cf. Koberg, 1961) Later on I will diacuss the socio-
religious structures of the Netherlgnds. In observing the
Dutch immigrants in South Western Ontario I cane to the con-
c¢lusgion thﬁt religions‘belonging is the kef'flctor in the
agsimilation process. There are three main raligious groups

. of Dutech. iunigrtnts. the Orthodox Calvinists (Gorerormoerde
. Kerk), the Liberal c:lviniats (Nederlnnds Hervormde Kerk),
_ and the Roman Catholics. The Roman c.tholic irmigrants

ioin the Catholic Church in Canada and ‘the Liberal Calvinists

join one of the major Profoatant Churches ( United Church of
Tk

thdn. Presbyterian, Anglican or Baptist Church). The Ortho-

i Jldox Calvinists have foundead their own Church 1n Canada, the

Christian Reformed Church. The following table glves the
religioua arfililtion of the Dutch immigrants in Ontario

1
(Gropnenborg. 1966 58—59). - - ' . A

o5
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TABLE 1: CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OF DUICH IMMIGRANTS IN ORTARIO.

F— -

Denomination: T <
Protestant Churches . 51 s
Catholic Churohn : 22
Christian, Retorled Church 2

“n

The OrthoddL Calvlnists and. the Catholicu have an identical
but totally separate network of socio—ruligioua atructures
| 1n the Netherlands. The Libaral Calvinists have aocio-reli— _
gious atrﬁcturaa but theae do not have the same control over °
the group as 13 the case for the two other groups. I was
1ntrigued by the differences which I observed between the
differant groups of Dutch imnigranta. eé;ceially by the differ-
-ences. batween the Orthodox Calviniata and the Catholica. They
have very sinilar aocio—raligious atructurea in the Nether-
lands but only. the Calviniats have re-established this net—
) work or structures 1n Canada whereas the Catholics seen happy
" to join tho cqtholic Church in Canada which 13 nuch 1035 .
‘organized thnn the Church they left behind in the Netherlnnds.
These obscrvations and a case study of Dutch Calvinist and
Cuthnlic 1mmigrants who gettled in the U. Se during the 19th
century hawe focuned my attention on the qunstion of differ—
ﬂntial asaimilation.‘ o ,
Migranta 1rom one, country, in thia chse the Netherlands,
are assuned to e h more ) laaa honoganeons group.. {Porter, : 9651
69) The host aooioty develops most times a atereotyped idea
about the different ethnic groups. My exporienees indicate
that it" is;}mpoaeible to make this generalization for the
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Dutch immigrants. The aim of this study is to analyze the
"~ differences in the adsimilation process of the Orthodox .
\w- Calvinists and the Catholics. I have left the Liberal Calvi-
‘nists out of the picture because of the tuct that thoir ' 4
socio-religious gtructures are lesasn rigidly defined in the
Natherlande and I assume that their nssinilation process is
'quite similar to that of the Catholics.
My search tor studies. denling with the assimilation
.proceas of Dutch imnigrnntg in Capada and other countries
loft me diasuxisfied. H. S, Lucas (1955) makes clear in his
- study Netherlanders:in Anarica. Dutch Tmmigration to the
United States and Canaﬂa, 1789 = 1930 that:the Orthodox Cal-
vinigts and Catholica have a very dif!orent lssiuilntion

pattern. The Galviniata continued to exiat a8 a diatinct

group whereas the Catholics have become part of the American

Catholic Church. Lucaa glves conolusions iithout deseribing
the assimilation process. ¥. Petersen. (1955) in Planned ‘

1gggtion. The Social Dbterninants of tha Dutch-Canadian

| movemenﬁ gives a detailed demographic description of the _

| religious groups in the Dutch Soclety, but ﬁ; doesinnt deal .'
with the assimilation procesa of these groups in Canada.
B. P. Hofstede (1964) givea a detailed analysis of the aocio—
relig}gna groups in the Retherlands in his atudy.rhvlrted _ ,°ﬁ--
Exodus. Post-War Overseas Migration from the NetherIamdw,
but ke loogé only at migration, its rige and dgcline!in‘the
:Netherlands”'ithout'1ooking at.hoi these migrants refea;nbiifh;g*J :
themselves in 1mmigrition;c§5htr;ea.. N '



'"proceas of Dutch Aimmigrants note tha 1mportanco of religious
belonging Fat they do not see the uniqueness of this culturnl
| bpritage and its affectg upon the assimilation process (Mol,
19653 Tlpimna.n. 19563 Cavelaars, 15_?67;_ RaeB-P_oweli. 1966). |
Some authors lump all Dutcﬁ immigrahxs together and overlook
the religiona‘differencaé'(cf. Chimbos,1971).

In my-oplnion there is a dimonsién lacking in these
studiea dealing with the assimilation process of Dutch 1nni- .
grants. It is ny thesia that. there are differences batuoen ’

.thg Christian Reformed and Catholic. immigrants and I '111
establish the importance ot-relféious bélonging.anq soclo-
religious structures of these two groups upon the assimilation
prooqgs.‘ ;o ‘ ‘ Lo g : 1

I w111>use dordon'a analysis of the assimilation process
(1964270-71) §§mbined with Bretbn's concept of insfitutional
completanaas(19683190-202). Gordan®s and Breton's concepts
will be discussed in more detail later on. Operationalization
of theilr concepts‘iakna‘;;.posaiblc to compare the two groups.
and to; measure f&e degree of asgsimilation and‘institutipnai
completeness. The empirical dhxg wers collected by means of
a questionnaire from & random aample:or'Chriétian Reformed
“ immigrants in the Hamilton area and a aanpia of Catholic
1mmigp;gta in the London area. ‘ |

1 T

The term assimilation is being used to describe the pro-
cens whereby the qigrants digcard their language and culture
and adopt_the language and customs of the host society.

—
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Many gocial scientigts have described the contact/ batween.
ethnid groups in such terms as. assimilation, integraiion and
acculturation. 'Sometimes. these terms are. takax\Hq;

same and.in other cases they ovnrlap. Anthropologiata use, the

 term acculturation. 'ith,ragard to..cultural behavior. of a.group

(cf. Gordon, 19643161). Asaimilation, as"being used by socige .

logists not .only refers.to.cultural behavior but includes

also social structural relatiopships. - _
" Related to‘aseimilationﬂis“thetconcopt bruinstitutioﬁal"

complefenasa.hnxhniéigroﬁps,varyhin.aocialuorganizgtion. At

the one end of the .continuum is the.group which.exists .essen-

tially as a.natiorknof.informal.contacta.“ﬁembershof,thia-

group seek each other's. company 1n.ffiendahip.gronya,.nlthugh
theﬁJjoin the institutional structures of the hoaé éociefy.

At the othet end aré the efhnic groups with formal etrﬁcturﬁs.
such as educational. political. aooinl. professional, _welfare
and credit union organirations. These formal orgnnizationn iy
help the immigrants to’ re-astablish themsolvas|1n the new
envirormment and usually. thea; atructuros’Aiéappdar when the
immigrants begin to assimilate. Howaver, theae structuras*can
continue to preserve the identity of an immigrant group and
although partial asaimilut;on will take plnco. structurally

the group keeps its own 1dent1ty. ‘ ;' TN -

e

In the following chapters I will doal '1th the hiutor19l1
development of Dutch social gt:uptnxos and emigration patterns
- . : _

in order‘to ahalyze thg effects of theusoéioeroligious_

structures upon the assimilation process of the two groupe.
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CHAPTER 2
THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF THR DUTCH SOCIETY c

fThe Netherlands, bounded by Germany in ihe EnntlBelgiun'
in the South and the North SBI in the West and North, is .
small eountry- It covers an aroa of 13.ooo square miles and
itThna a populntion of almost 13 million, making it one of
the uoat denaaly populated countriea in the world. Its geo-
graphioal location has plnycd an inportnnt role in the histo-
rical development of the country. The conditiona under which
tho country ocame into being have had .a 1nuting arrect upon
the social structure of the nation. The Netherlands snerged
as a nntion at the ond of the sixtsenth century. The Nothor-
lands. a fedlration of 17 provinces which encompassed th
present Benelux countrloa. was part of the Habsburg ompixe.\\
Philip II, the king of Spain, ruled as an absolute monarch
.4n the Netherlands. Spanish noblemen held the highest orricea.
taxes were high and the Inquisition rulad with iron hand.
It wts at this time thnt the Reformation gainad foothold in
. the northern provinceu under leadership of Willem of Orange
Nassau. The rnlintlnnt~|¢ninnt.Spunilhidnnlnntion and the
Refor-atlon became a unified rorce. The Union of Utrecht,
1579. marks the founding of the Republic of the Netherlands,
a union of the 7 most northierly _pravinces (van:Houtq, 1955:59)

‘The~ c:lviniata formed a unall nilitnnt.minnrity in the

new Ropublic and they unnaged to convert most of the people.

Qo

-7
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-Although Calvinian bacane thexorfidial religion in tho Repu—
blic, it never gained conpleto politicll control and reli-
glous freedom was one of the basic rightn for all citizens.
Other roligiona were tolerated, but_thqy daia not'hnve-lpy
political rights. Within the Calviniat.éhurch there has been
since the begiﬁning a atruggle between fha orthodox group
and the more liberal ;;bup. The rich narchnnt class formed
the liberal group and the orthodox group. was formed by the
lower classes (Gnudahlom. 196?:18). The rich merchants (colo-
nial tradera),Inrnod.a:}ibnraluwonldly‘group and cpntragy.to
Hax Weber®'s wellknown theory. thia.grbnp a8 & whole stood rather
aloof from radieal calwinisn. ‘Wartheim (196#:150) atates that,

'It 1a_haynnd doubt that the oconnnic grnuth of

the Dutch .Republic during its Golden Age was

ethgelzsdg:zzg‘gézge;.:tgzgaﬁaan the Protestant
For 80 years tha Spaniards and.the Dutch were angagad 1n War-
fare. The Treaxy ot ¥est Phalia, 1648. marked the officlnl -
recognition of the Bnpuhlic-ot the Seven United Netherlands
(Holland, Frieulnndg.Gron&ngnn,HOYQtijnal.,Goldorland; Utrecht
and Zeeland). The Republic had conquered two of the other . ‘
provinces, Nnrthﬁnrabant.andhLinhnrg.“Thnse‘provinédn received
neither autononw:nnt.xha,right.ogiroproaontatlon in the federal
' agsembly, the.StatcnsﬁenarllL.Goudablnn,iQG?tlh). The popu-
latioﬁ.of“tha:hnnqnnrad”prntlhgoa.balongnd,to the Catholic
Church, yﬁsreas the'Roforngtion had taken control in the 7
northern provinces. The cdthﬁiiés were. treated as second class
citizens and thoy gainnd complete equality only at the end
of the 19th century. ’
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diviaion atill exista todny and we find
ographical division. the area nprth of the
Rhine is mainly Proteatant and ‘south of the river is the
Catholic aroa. A accond inpqrtnrt division in the Duteh
Soclety is ‘the class structure. The aocial atratification
syaten finds its orlginhin the early stages of the Dutch Re-
public. Iha 17th century was the *Colden. Ago' for the Dutch
merchants. Thque people controlled the colonial trade 1n Europa
and a s-all elixa from the provinco of Holland had the poli-
tical and etonomic power in their hands. Goudsblom (1967:116)
arguoa thats : : .

'It was they who controlled shipping and finance
“ nnd who for genarations formed a self-contained
- otrites taong ita omn mexbarse. T Pblie
The soclial situation in the Nntharlands did not change sub-
stanclally until the time of Napoleon. French rule brought
echtrllisationtin government and aftei 1815, the Coﬁgreas of
Vienna,.thes Netherlands becaxe a kingdo;.under the House of
Orange. !he Netherlands 'tn-veny slow in- 1ndustrialization
and it was not until the.20th century that large scale indus-‘
trialization took p&nca. Tho German poet Heinrich Heine |
descrided the 19th century atmosphere in the Rethsrlands in'
his rmrk-d»th;'t if the world should perish, he would go to
the Netherlands, there everything happnnad 50 ytars later.
The depression and the Second World War brought about
trennndonn changpa. P. van Houte atltns that:

“20 a significant and often lasting oxtent. religious
social and political dit!erencoa ware ignored ih the




e
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common effort to reasist ‘the oeccupation. Many of
the cooperatlive inatitutions. that appsared on the

Dutch scene in the late forties were the direct
. result of this wartime cooperation™. ‘

. ﬁq . ) ..
The Netherlands’ is at present a modern industrial natlon

with many .intg’mtional contacts. The Dutch ssem to have re-

jected nationalism in favour of European integration. The
‘Dutch have played an important. role in the. formation of the
Benelux, NATO, and tha Buropean Common Market.

<

The most important changes which took place in the Néthgr—

lands over the laat century are industrialization , centrali-
zation and btn:eaucratizniio;l'dr the government, democratization
and urbapisation. These .chnnéos ‘have not'e;;n.ted uniformity
and the Dutch Socisty continuss to display many features which

go back to the founding of the nation. Noberg (;961:333)

‘describes how the differentiation along religious and socio-

ee;ononic lines shapes the 1life of the individual.

*A- person may spend his entire life with very few
contacts with persons and influences outside of his
own *column®. He may be born in a confessional
hospital and educated thro the trade school or
university level in confessional schools. His em=
plﬁ-ent will be found with someone of his:omm
religious arfiliation, for there is evidence that
hiring of personnel is sometimes on a disoriminatory
basis by religion. He will join a- trade union, a
professional society, or occupational assoclation
for persons of his re on. His civic and social
organizations and activities are likely to be -
.organized along denominational lines, even if they
center primarily around tics, bird-watching,
music-bands, or teeto sm. He will marry someone
. from hid owmn religious dsnomination, read its daily
newspaper and weekly or monthly magasines, listen
to its radio broadcast, vote for its political. -
candidates, rear his children in its schools, go.
on vacation trips sponsored by a confessional
travel club for persons of his religious falth,
attend, only churches of his denomination, sym-
‘bolically wear his we ring on his right

)
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finger if he is a Proteetant and ‘on his left if. he
is a Catholic, and finally be buried in the church—

yard /

The religious composition of the Dytch Sodiety plays an im-
portant role in all aspects of life. There are five major
groups in the Dutch Society. The cenrsus figures . of 1960

give the following breakdowns Roman Catholics %0.4%, Dutch

~,¢G‘Roformed_LLiberal Calvinistﬁ) 28, .3%, Gereformeerd (Orthodox

Calvlnists) 9.7%, other religions 3. 6$ano religion 18,4%.
The tendency for reiigious groups to penetrate all other non-
roliéioua institutions is called *Verzuiling“. Thore 18 no
English equivalent for this term. The literal translation
wopid,bé\"Pilltrization“. Plllaris;iion can be described as
 a combin&tlon of’subcultﬁres. interest groups, bluraliam
based- on 1deologica1 or religious poaitloha. loberg (19611
333) deacribea the nituation as vertical pluralism. ‘
EanL group, pillar. has a set of orgnnisationa which
chor nost aapecta of 1life. The Catholics and the' Orthodox
0alvin1\¥55are the only groups with thoir own political party
but for all other politiqg} parties there is also a definite
relationship between reiléioh~and“politicalihtfiliatiqn.
Tho‘major,confeaaional ies are the Roman catholiclrurty
(K.V, P.), the mm:i--mnrpﬁ-t
Orthodox Calvinist party and the Christian Historical Union
(C.H.U.) the party of the Liberal Calviniats. The major non-

confoaaionnl parties ars the economically consurvaxiv- libaral

- group (V.V.D ) ,jhofsocialist party (P.V.D A. ) and the com-
_muniat party (C.P.N.). '

tiom.ry Parﬁ'f(A‘.R‘..P. R predominantly

N\
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The educational system shows alao the aocial Btructure
of the Dutch Society. Students can make a cholce between
the public system and the confessionalschools. All school
Bystems are under government control and they have to con~ _
form with govarnnant regulations. The introduction of fihnn- '
‘ cial parity in 1920 has benefited the cnniesaional sehoola.
In 1900 the public school system provided educntion for 695 >
of all students. and the confeasional schools for 31€. By 1920
thse share of the. confesaional.achoola was. #55 and in 1962
. the public school had 26% of the students and the conrestio-
nal schools 74%.{Goudsblom,19671103). -
In the field of.organizod.labour.wa.find also the results
of pillariaatidh. There are thres major. lahour unions in the'
Netherlandss the Soclalist Netherlands Pederation of Trade
Unions (N.V.V. ). the Netherldnds Catholic Federation bf Trado
- Unions (NeK:V.), and the Protestant National Christian Fede-

... ration of Trade Unions (C.N.V.). There are also threo employer's

organizations organiznd along religious. linoa.

The mass media. newspapera and nagazines. radio aﬁ& teVe,
reflect the pillars of the Dutch Sociuty. In 1965 ‘there were
- 88. daily newspapars in_the Netharlands. The twelve major
nutional newspapars are affiliated with the following groupa:
two are socialist, two catholic, one is Protestant, three
are liberal, three are 1ndepannent and one is commmunist.
A-very similar affiliation can bn observed with the 78 provin-
cial papers. More than 95% of the papsrs are sold by subscrlp—
‘tion. Not only the raligious Btructure but also the class
etructure is reflected_in the media. The upper class fanda
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to read two of the liboral afriliated ne-npapera.-'AIgencan
Dagblad' and 'Da Niauwe Rotterdamsche Courant®. The middle

. classes tend to read the other national papers and the lower

¢lasses read the provincial and local papers(Goudsblom, 19671
118), There are two national t.v. stations and three natio-
nal radin_stg}ions. The government controls thoee statlions
and it grnﬁta ljcences to five non-commercial corporations
(a socialist one, a Cntholic. an Orthodox’ Protestant, a Li-
beral Protegtant and a neutral group), representing the dif-
ferent pillars of the Dutch Society. The corporations share
the broadcast time ( time ie diéidad.according to the size
of the érouph). but unlike.the'nniapqpara.the radio and t.v.
prograns try:to appaii.to;a.ngtionwida audience and in this
way they counteract the pillariszation process.

.It is possible to analyse in a similar manner all other
aspects of the Dutch Soclety. Culturzl, scientific,recreati-
onal, youth clubs. profeaaional organisations, etc. are all
organized along religious lines. Outsiders will be amazed
and wonder what the difference can berhétuaan the Catholic
and Protestant Goat Breeders Assocliation, but Buch orgnniza—
tiona exist,

- Pillarization (vertical pluralisl). which plays an im-
portant role in all aspects §f the Dutch Society.hnn its = v
positive and negative sides. Evorybody in tho Netherlands
has the Ieeling of belonging and the pillar-ntructuro prevents ‘
alienation. On the other hand, vertical plnralism ‘hag a number

of manifest and latent consequences in as far as it increases
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the spatial and idaological isolation of the different ,Broups.
Moberg (1961:33&—33?) liats a numbar of the most obvious con-
sequencess >
. solidarity of religioﬁé groups is increased..
- uniqﬁe values of the religious groups are protected and
soc‘alization within ths grbup prevents. defedtion.
- individuala reacelve an ideolog&cnl identity through group—
membership. .
- scientific work (sociel sciences) is influenced by ideology.
- duplications of many services can credte a shortage of
personnel. ,
~ duplication of services is expenﬁive and can lead ;to decreaso
in quality of the sarvices. ‘
"= vertical pluralism (rellgious beliefs) contributes ‘1:9
population pressure. . .
= pluralism contributea to tension and diminishes national
solidarity. 3 o
;‘democrafic and religious values ¢an conflict and political
principles have to be.aacriiieedi
- personal liberty and initiative is reduced..
- personal difficulties can arise from Gonflicts between
political and religious issues.
The social structure of the Netherlands is at preaent
'undergoing many changes.. Secularization and ecunoniam are
key factors in this procaaa_gpd 1t is very difticult to pre-
dict what will happen. The Dutch Soclety is characterized
by continuity and the div;sioﬁ along religious and class
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lines has coloured ali aspacts of the social structure and
culture for more than three centuries. Continuity does not
imply the absence of cﬁange . The industrial revolutipn.
the two World Wars, gecularism and ecumenism have modified
the traditional soeial structure. The Dutch national unity
has never been.threatened by the int rnal §1viaiops and
recent devélopments (naéaf media, induastrislisation) have
strengthened national unity. W. Verkade (1965:24) points

‘“ .

at the continuity in the following statement:

“The relative strength of Catholic, Protestant,
Scciallist and Liberal Parties in the Netherlands
has scarcely changed over the past 30 years, but
developments in the socio-economitc and cultural
outlook have led to considerable changes in . ’
ggIeEnnent and party policles and in party leader-
801p~. . .

‘The underlying theme of the-butéh poliiical structuré seems
to be harmony and cooperatibn. There 1s 1llttle disagreement
about the main issue, fﬁe need to improve society,and the
Btfuggle deala_mainly.;ith how to achieve.the'commpn goal. -
.j.J. Goudsblon,(196?i153) describap thé cooperation between i
the grouﬂs.anfzollousi_

"In the process of ‘*segmented integration® religious -
differences and economic . ualities have been.
Jointly jincorporated in the institutional pattern
of the Dutch Society, safeguarding unity as well
as diversity. Indeed, the conscious commitment °

- to values of .both unity and diversity seems to be

. the'key aspect of the Dutch Societys expressed in

ideas of tolerance, this twofold commitment has
always been a prominent tenet of the national
ideology"™. _ _ y

Many modern  developments are attacking the traditional so-
cial diviaibns.,The_secnla;ization process, ecumenism, and

the renewal within the CatholiciChurch (VaticanII) and the
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Ccalvinist Churches have important consequences for the re-
ligious parties and their social structures. Séveral new
political partieéghave come on thé scene during the last
decade. The Democrats *66 , a party of progreasife intellettu-
als uantrto reform the whole political structure. The con-:
fesslonal partiea lgst a significant’;;mber of votes during
the national elections in April of 1972, and at present there
isia movement developing toward thé'rormﬁtion of:a Christian
DeﬁocraticlPﬁrty in which all christian parties could cooperate.
Changes are taking place, but a recent national étudy deaiing
with the impoézance of religious belonging indicates clearly
that the traditional divislons are still very strong and seen
as desirable b§ many petple. One of the tables in this Btudy.‘
called*God in Nederland®, indicates what percentage of the

Dutch people is 1in favor of certain organized activitles

in affiliatlon with tha Church. Table 2, p. 17, showsa thls
table. The table makes clear that several groups have & strong |
desire for Church affiliated social structures. The Orthodox
Calvinists (Gereformeerde-xerk) take the most extreme positon.
They are in faver of Church affiliated structures rbz- all
actiﬁitieé.ﬂlt is surprising that even people who are not
affiliatéd with a Church consider Church affiliated structures
as desirable. The study contains aleo»a'taﬁia which shows

how the population in general percaives the different groups
which make up the Dutch Societys The study.used two sets of ..
characteristics and people were asked which were most dpﬁro-'j‘

priate and which were least afpropriate for the different

1
*h
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groups. In this vay"é have a picturro of the ste.reotypea
-'-‘ii'lrhich the Dutch polmlation has or each gnoup. The Dutch Re—
formed (Liberal Calvinists) are: seen as progressive, depen-

o dable, not rigid. tolerant, not hwpocritical. and not nar-

row-mindad. ‘The Catholics are-seen as progressive, determined,
dependable, not, rigla and nnt gloomy. The" Chriatian Re!omed
(Orthodox Calviniata) gl‘onp is characterizad as not progroasiye
not tolerant. rigid. gloomy, and not auparzicial. i‘ha Jews
are progressive. deteqnined. tolerant and not dependable.
Persons vithout a Chhrch arfiliation are prograaaive. tole;
rant, not rigid. not hypocritical. not gloony. not narrow-
..(God in Nodorln.nd.l%?!292 295-297)-

We have see in the :torggoing qmgas‘“‘thnt the Duteh soc:!.alj
structure is chu-acterima by vertical pluralisn This ‘situ-
ation can be’ underatood only in its historical setting. Nodern
developments have alightly ehnnged the structures, but theu
continues to eﬁst a strong desire uong a majority or the
Dutch people for. consiatency betnen their faith and thoir
ralationahips with the 'orld. The sitmtion is changing, but
the natural reaiatance of’ social organi:ations toward change
and the historical vested intensta in these Btrmtms. and .

~the values of the Dutch pooplq nake it daifficult for major
o chmgss to take place. Vertical pluralism’ and religious. values
_reinrorce one anothor and tho two moat. orthodox groupa. the
Chriatian Re:rornod md tho Catholics will most likely ‘continue |
to make chn.ngoa which are in accordanco rith their raligi:ous
- ideology. In the following chapter I will diacnaa tha Dutch

ninded and Buperf
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what way the aocio-reli- ;.
gious atructure of the Dutch Society influenced the are
of emigration.

enigration ﬁatterns and show in

s



Y~ . CHAPIER 3
THE DUTCH EMIGRATION PATTERN

It is very difficult to compare the Dutch omigration
pattern with that of other European: countries, because up to
1946 the Dntch hnve had a very nodcet-sharo in the oversooa
migration. Early cmigration statistica are inadoquato. but
they show that over the century from 1850 to 1940 emigration
from the Natherlandaltotaled no more than a quarter of a mils ’
1ion..A comparison with the Scnndinavian countries for the
period from 1900 to 1930 illuntrates the absence of emigration
fever in the Nethorlande.nepmark.producod 115,000 emigrants
over the thirty year:oerioa,ANor-ay 258,000 and Sweden 361,000,
and the Netherlands with a similar 8ized population as the
Seandinavian countries produced enly 27,000 emigrants(Hofstedes,
1964:19-32). The pre-¥orld War 1 emigration was undor private
auspicos and only during the 1ntorunr_yoars was thorc a gra-
dual shift to semi-official and later on to government spon-
gsored oigration_in the Netherlands. _

Petersen (1955:42-65) has made a study of the posgible
causes of the limited urge to emigrate among the Dutch popu-
lation. He mentions aovoral economic. social, cultural and
hiotorical factors. but ho conoludes that neither the fact .
that the Nethorlands possosaed colonioa'(Eaat and West Indies)
nor any of tho ~other factors can provide anfadequato .exXplana-
tion of tho fact that emigration never: dovolopod into a - mass
movomont before the end of World War II.

20
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- The Seocond World wnr'brought about a radical change in the
'migration climate. World Nar II. destroyed the peaceful 1ife

21

of EBurope and the Nntherlanda. which was untouchad by the

~ horrors of the Pirst World War. Millions or people wera kil-

led and a much larger number lost all their poaseaaiona and
were forced to relocate. The war produced unrest in’ the mind

of all Europeans. The pre-war mentality of the Dutch people

" was destroyed by the wnr. Narism and the economic crisis of

the depression time. Hofstede (196&:19 32) mentions in his
book the following factora which increased the urge to*migrate.
The -Netherlands was impoverished because the Nasis used all
tho valuable resources and ‘materials during the war, and most
valuable materials and equipment were transported to Germany.
What atayed behind in tha.Netherlande had been destroyed du-
ring the. laat\ynara of the war. The proaperity of overseas

"eountriea looked very attractiva. bacause it seemed almost -

1mposs&b1e to _reduild a prosperous society out of the post

war chnoa. The Ganadians llboratad the Ngtherlands and friend-

ly relationships with.thewliboratora led to thu ‘establishment
of contacts with Canada, After the war the Dutch people became
also more . alare of. their populaxion problem. These experien-
ces and a. numbcr of events uhieh happened during tha years
follouing thn vAr lncreasad, the amigration urge. There was

the rear of lbrld Iar III, created by such svents as the con-
mnnist revolution fn. Czechoalovakin and the blockade of Berlin:
in 1948, During the post war years the Netherlands also got |
into troublea in Indoneaia. This colony wanted sovereignty.
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The United Rations forced the Netherlande to give sovereignty
to this coloey_vhich produced 16% of the Dutch national in<
come. Between 1946 and 1953 the Netherlands had to absord,
120,000 repatriates.from Indonesia.

All these events atrengthened the feeling that it was
inpossible to rebuild a normal society and many. peOple saw
“ more future in emigration than in staying in the Netherlands.
For aeven years in succession, 1948-1952, the'Netherlands
Institute of Public Opinion' .gAkve the following queatien
to a eroae,eection of the Dutch populgtioni *If you had a
| choice, would you prefer to stay in Holland or,wouia you )
~ rather go and live in another country* ?” The results indieate
- that in some‘years almost one third of the population thought
about enigration (Hotstede, 1964:16-1?). These results are
supported by a government study on emigration in 1957(Prijda,
__1960:88). This study showes that in the past 32% of the popu-
iation had seriously consideread enigretion and in addition
another 17€ had toyed with the_idee from time to time.

The poaaihilitiea_teeemigfate wore 1imited during the
first fpst--ar years,because. of difficulties in leaving the
country, . of. traneiortaxion and of admission difficulties.

The high timas tor,emigratien 1n the Netherlands were the
years between 1948 and 1953- azter tha; year the numbera
and 1958 more than 330, 000 emigrnnts 1ert the eountrwu The
following ten yeers,. 195991g§8, show a drastic drop,. and - .
only 125,000 emigrants left the country during this period,
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The economic situation changea rapidly after the war and
1ndustr1a11:ation created jobs ror nany people. At presdnt

“"the Netherlands is a highly 1ndustrialized country vith a
- relatively high standard of 1iv1ng and economic reaaons to
.aettla poruanently in a new country no longer exist. However,

all problens are not golved in the Retherlands. The natural
population 1ncrease ie approximately 140, 000 anually and the
enigrant group (10.000-15.000 anually) is by far not large

enough to sBolve the p0pu1at1bn problem. The Netherlands, with

a population dansity ot 1,000 Peoplécper: sqnare m119<§§%d -a
large number of potantial emigrants and a drastic change in’

-gocial and econcnid conditions could again increase the urge

to emigrate.

»
r
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Kineteenth cen}h:y‘butéhféfmigrants in America. .

. . };., : .
Several thousand Dutch 1nn1grants gettled in the U. S. during
the 19th century The economic situation was grim at that time
in the'Ne erlands and this led to the emigration of thouaands
of pooplo. The econonie situation alone does not appear to’

" have been the decisive factor, because Lucas (19551472) notes

that the lnjority of these inmlgrants were seceders. _
The. Secession in the Calvinist Church -took place in 1834,

' _Kroninga (1957.12) states that,

" *The seeadera did not view themselves as de :
from the Reformed Church in any sense of the term.
They maintained that they were defending Reformed
Church organization over against reorgsniszation
imposed upon the Dutch church by royal command®.
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The seceders were persecuted by the official state Church,
the Netherlands Reformed Church (11bera1 Calvinisfa). and
many decided to emigrate for the sake of raligious freedom.
Ministora. such as van Raalte and Scholte were not on%y the
fapiritual leaders or the neeedars. but they also took care h
or economic. social and educational needs of their emigrantw
flock (Lucas, 1955:497). A large group of the seceders set-
tled in weatefn Iichigﬁn' In 1850 the seceders jolne&ltha
Reformed Church in Anerica. a Church founded by Seventeenth-
century Dutch settlers in New Iork {New Amsterdam) in 1626,
This union lasted.onlg until\las?.and at that time the
seceﬁers formed fheir own Church, the,ffne Dutch Reformed
Church, but this name was changed in_1890 into the Christian
Reformed Church. This Church.is very much alive today and °
still axiata a8k distinct~aocioiroligioun . group 1n.loatorn
michigan and many other plncea in the U. S. and Canada.
The Chriatian 'Reformed 1nn1grants,1n Canada are affiliated
_ with this group in ‘the U. S. Currhnx aatatlaties show that
the’ Chriatian Reformad Church has 629 congregations with
a membership of 275,530 in the U. Sa.In Canada. they have
1#9 congragntions with a nenbership of naurly 58 000, of
‘which. 90 are located in Ontario with nelrly 35,000 -enbora.
_(Hhrdon. 19691390; Ynnrbook 1969). The Canadian branch of - '
the Ghnrbh.developed strongly after the Second World War
. -hen many Orthodox Calvinists from tho Rtthcrlands lottlod
" in Ceriada, Inthinstudywe'illdoalinp.rticularwith
this gronp and the history of the sottlhnnt in lcstorn

I
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Michigﬁn'éight provide us vith some jdeas about theragsi--

m11a£ion of Christian Reformed immigrants. Kromminga(1957:

36)3 president of CAlvin Seminary , Grand Rapids, Michigan,
described. at the .occasion of the centenial celebration of
the Christian Reformed Church in the U. S. how his Church
has viewed assimilation 1nto.the,Amnp§éanSociety. |

"Although it is true that both the perils and
opportunities of Amaricanization were recognized

- by some for many years, the Christian Reformed
Church hasa .throughout most. of her history been
far more concerned with the. dangers than with
the benefits. of the process. The Church .carried
on a.dorensiye,nntionAagainst;thn.proceaa of

. 8lterationcecceee The overmastering reasaon for
seeking isolation was the feeling that the old
faith would be lost or altered beyond recognition -
by Americanization”. . . - .

The Cﬁrietian Reformed Church of America provided field :

-2k

workers for the post-war immigrants in Canada. The Canadian
' Christian Reformed Church is azriiigted with the American
Chrisi?&n Reformed Church, but there are marked differences
between ihg two. Whereas the American group does not havéj
closehtioa,with the mother couﬂtry, the Canﬁdﬁan group_ia
ma&elup of rLeent immigrants who have many contactlwith-the
mother country. At préaont{the Christian Reformed Church is
. well established in Canada..especially_in Ontario, and the
Church has a wide range of educdfional. charitable and
: Boci;l'organizatibna.;Re;ig;on soﬁns.to‘play-aﬂ'inportant
“role in keeping n_éulfural5heritign alive and in Western
Miphigan_(Holland, Grand.Rapids) we find,nnmgroua_expraasions‘
of'thp Dutch heritage, auch_nn.the.tulip teastival, a wooden
--ghoe factory and ethnic fe;tivnlﬁ. It is interesting to note

/
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that the names of most ministers of local congregationes are

‘typical Dutch names (of. Yaarbook 1969). The nineteenth

century Calvinist immigrants hnve kopt their own identity.
Culturally they have becoma.@pericanized. but atrncturallxi\
they have kept their own ideﬁtiﬁy.llt.will be interesting to
seewhether or not a Bim;lar'procaéa is taking place in Canada.
~ During the 19th century a substantial number of Roman
Catholic Dutch immigranta settled in the Green Bay area
and Fox River valley in Hisconsin(Lucas, 1955{472). Many
Dutch priests came along to ;ake\cﬁfé of the spiritual needs
of these immigrahtaVand several religioua congregations,
the Crusade Pathers, Premonatrategfiona and four orders of
women established branches in the U. S. A} theae congrega-
tions are still active in tke U. Se» but fhey have ﬁecome
part of the American Catholic Church. and there is hnrdly a

trace left of the Dntch heritage. The Catholic 1mmigrnnta

‘are no longer an 1dentif1able group and they have been assi-

milated into the American Chtholic Church. At present this .
same process seems to be’ taking Place in Canada, and in this
study wo.will draw a parallel betlnen.tha 19th century devel-
opments in the U. S. and the assimilation of Putch Calvinist
and Catholic immigrants at present in Canada.

’

Dutch'immigranta in Canada

There are no statistics available of Dutch immigrants in
Canada before 1900. During the last years of tha';9th century
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-and the first yaara of the 20t; century a small number of
Dutch }nnigrantn qettled in the Canadian lest. Ihe.nntch
colony in linnipeg in 1913. wag estinatod to number 1,000
persons. The Canadian Pacific Rallway maintained a special
agent in the. thherlanda to attract Dutch farmers to the
prairiaa in the boginning of this century. The advertiaments
distribnted by some conpaniea were not always truntworthy
and agents of the C, P. R. and the C. N. R, » for exnnple.‘*
competed for settlers (Peteraen, 1955:167-1?0) The first
enigranta who left for Canada were mainly farmers from the
northarn part of the thherlnnda. Moat of thenm balonged to
Orthodox Calviniat Church and as goon as possible they eeta—
blighed their_own Church .in Candda. The firat nongregation
was established in Torento in 1925 and the game year another’
congragnxion was formed. 1n Chatham, These congregations were
_ follownd by.Hnlilton 1n 1929, Sarnia in 1934 and Holland
Marsh in 1938. The number of izmigrants increased rapidly
after the Socond Iorld ¥ar and many new congregations were
rounded in Canadn : ;

. 2he majority of the early 1nnigranxd'aftar the Second
World War were farmers. In-19b8 5h% 6f?th¢ immigrants were
farmers, this number dncreane¢ to 20% 1n.1952, to 84 in 1958
and tp S % in. 1962§Hntat9do, 196#:16#). Over. the pariod of
19481962 31% of all Dutch immigrants were farmara and over
the same poriod only 17 of'all emigrants learlng the Nather-
landg balongod to this _category (Hofstede, 196#:164). Tha _
- Dutch iumigrnnts who went 1nto farming were succesful 1n |

A
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Canada, bacause of their*skilla_and_diligence;pﬂgat of them ¢
~ settled in Ontario and Alberta. Thhse‘immigranté-lert the "
Netherlands because there waé no fufure for them in_agri-‘
-cu;ture; All available land 1n_thg,Hather1anda'wis eccupied
and at that time Dutch farmers and theirx sons wanted to be
independent and working for wages wns_atill}iooked‘npoﬁ as
a social degradation by this. group(Groenman,1958152). Many
farmers had to settle for manual jobs when they arrived in
éanada. but they accepted here what they'iould not accept
in the Netherlands..Cavelaars(1967:43) in his stuﬂy of Dutch
irmigrants in the Praser Valley notes the following about
changes in values among Dutch farnéra.

"Departure from the Dutch environment liberated
the respondents from social control and the,

traditional aversion against factories also ' _
‘disappeared”. \\_J/”\hx*\\\-

e

At present farmers and thelr sons see leaq future in emi-
gration and consider it more risky than transferring to
another sector of work in the Netherlands.

The number of Dutch immiérﬁnth coming into Canada de-
creased after 1955, Tﬁa_#verage number of immigrants bétvaen
1956 and 1955 was 12,000 yéa;-ly; between 1956 and 1962 it -
was 6,000 and since that time the average is between 3,000
and 4,000 yearly. The Dutch immigrants form fhe Tifth lnrgéat
' group of 1mmigrants in Canada in the post World War. II period.
The Engliah with 562, k05 are the largast group, . followed o
by the Italians with #06,600! the Germans with 318,055, the
Scot£ish with 202,282 and the Dutch iith 174,343, These fi- |
gures are for the period 1946-1966 (Immigration Statistics,1966).
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A

Emigraf}on organizsations.

In the previous chapter we have seen how all aspects of the:
Duteh Society ar& 1n£1unhcad by religious ﬁfriliation. It
is not surprising that phd Area of'emigration would be ine
fluencéd by the syﬁtem of vertical pluralism. _
. _Before the Second World War the government of the Nether-
landa showed little or no interest in emigration.It was seen
~as a matter of personal initiative and private enterpriees.
During the last last quarter of the 19th century there was
tranamigration in the Netherlands, bacause Poles, Germans, -
Swies, Norwegian and Swedish emigranta left Europe via
Amaterdgm and Rotterdam. In order to supervise the flow of
migrants and to prevent abuse the “Netherland Migration
Society' was formédd. 1n 1918, In 1924 the "putch Emigration
Centre™ was founded by the 'Netherlandn Soclety for Trade
- and Indnstry' Thia. orgnnization arranged transport accomo-
thion and protectad the 1ntaraat of emigrants because it
feared large scale unemployment. In 1931 the two bodies
nerged to for: the "Netherlands Migration Foundation®”.
This organization becams part of the newly created government
body. the ‘Hatherlnndn Emigration 0ffice®, in 1953.

The difrerent religious groups in the Netherland tried ‘
to control their share of the emigration Bcene, The 'Catholic
Emigration Poundation'uas founded in order to, “provide Roman
"Catholic emigrants with inforqgtlon and to help them from
religious and economic point of viéw“{Hofétede, 1964:33)
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'The clergy in general wasg against emigration becauaa of the
risks involved. In 1927 the 'Calviniat Emigration Society”
was founded with a Bimilar purpoge in mind. The hame of this
organization was changed to “Christian Bmigration CGntro“
in 1938. The two organirations fultillad an important task
in préparing numerous emigrants after World War IT for the
" move abroad. The emigration organisations have offices all
over the Netherlands to serve proapective .enigrants.,
~ At pregent their importance is on the decline because most
 immigrants at.the moment are highly trained people. They
are more independent and do . not raly on denominational organ- |
_ 1zations to the same extent asg the ea{?ier enigrants (Prijda,
‘1960186) . The importance of the emigrﬁtion organizations is
also noticable in the countries of dastinatioﬁ of the emigranta.
Hofstede (1964: 96) . indicates that the Catholics are overre-
rresented in Anstralia and New ZGnland. the Orthodox Calvi-

Before dealing with the aasi-ilation procesa of the two
groups of Dutch inmigranta I will analyze different ideologiea"
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and conceptualizations or assimilation. The term agsim}i-
milation haa evolved in tho!zoeial sciences over the last N
hundred years and a clear nnderstanding of this development
will help to focus this study. In the following ohapter X _
will deal in general with some early aoeimilation ideologies
and discuna briofly some of the more important conceptuali~
zations of the assimilation process. Following this I will
outline thermodel of asaimilation and.atructural.completeness
_thich I will use to analy:o and compare the Christian Re-

formed and Catholic Duteh immigrants. - - e
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CHAPTER &4
. L] A ' T ' - i '}. .
ASSIMILATION- IDEOLOGIES A'm) concmnAmmons‘

Over the last hundred years much has heen 'ritten about
migration and ansimilation by social aclentiats. One can say
that the development of aociology in North America is close-
1ly related to the history of migration. E. A. Shils (1948,
25), in reviewing the achievements and trends of-Anerican
Sociology, sayss .

Indecd ony of tho ﬁ{&ﬁiﬁ?ﬁaiﬂiﬁ?xnﬁ,‘?ﬁr

the exigtence of American Sociology; it was in

' ¢ no other social mcientiats dealt

. wlth the pr ated by 1-nigraxion that
- B8ociologists were a o legitimate their

. emergence .as a geparate acadenic departaent®,

The U. S. was the firat ‘nation to raceive millions of inmi//ﬁpﬂ\\\ﬁﬁ\d
grantgbfmainly;betneen 1850 ana 1920. ¥ore Yscently, Canada,
Australia, Israsleciatin Anoriea.‘tha Uniicd'xingdon and Wes-

tern Europe hare raceived nunerous settlers. eapaeially arter |

the Second Iorld War. ‘ ' o _
Eisenatadt definea nigration as.'the phyaicnl transition

of an individual or group fron one society to another'(1954a1).

‘The process of nigration ef:eeta the -mother country and the .

receiving society. but. the nost 1npnrtnnt changes take place -

on tha individual and anall gronp laval. the nigration pro-

cess can be approached from many. dirtarenx anglos and all

-L;Ill give relevant aociologicll 1nsighxa. The aocinl contacta ’

and proccaaes which follow uigration have been. deaeribod under
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such terms as assimilation, acculturation, integration and
absorption, and many social scientists have tried _to con-
struct a satisfactory theory or system of analyaié to deal
with the migration process, ' s - - o

7 M. M. Gordon (;964:95) describes some of the most im- |
portant gets of assumptions and.}habriea which have been very
influencial in shaping the thinking of the maages anﬁ have
been , in some cases, the. cause of discriminatory action.

The Native American,ﬁovamant of the 1830*s and 1840°'s and
the American or Know-Nothing Party of the 1850's with their
anti-Catholic opiqntation demanded restrictive immigration
laws. Many Americans worried about the effects mass migration
would have, and the Anglo-conformists expected immigrants to
accept the cuystoms and language of the new country and to for-
. get their cultural heritage. Anglo-conformity reached its
fullest expression in the so-called Americanizatipn Movement
which gained 1mp5rtancq dﬁring the Pirst World War. Many pri-
vate organizations , and later on also the government aéhneiés.
;nf%faxed'special-programs for the Americanizations of immi-
- ‘*‘,} 7 : .
/ granta. Higham (1955:1247) deseribes their methods as_follows:
i "By threat and rhetoric 100% Americans opened a
© %, frontal assault on Ioreign,inxluencea-;n American
" 11fe. They set about to stanpade immigrants into
citizenship, inte adoption of the English language,
. and into an unqueationing reverence for existing

-American Institutions. They mads them abandaon

entirely their_Olq.!orlduloyalties,.customs. and

memories. They used high pressure steamroller

_tactics. They cajoled and commanded®, _ -

Anglq-conrormity-¢oﬂta1ned some racial aspects. The earliest
gettlers were the Britiﬁh and later on reople from North-

.



Western Europe. The. new 1mmigraﬁts came mainly from Southern
and Eastern Burope, and 1t was assumed that these 1mmigrente
were racially inferior and very difficult to sinilate.
Hostility toward these new 1mmigrnnte grew and resulted in
the 1920°'s in important changes in the Us Se immigration PO~
liciee (ef. Huthmacher, 196?:11). In 1921, the *Emergency
'Immigration Reetriction Law®' was passed and it marks the be- -
ginning of a quote system heayily weighted in favour of -
countries of quthern and Western Europe: The °*National Ori-
gins Act' of 1924 established a discriminatory immigretion
quota system as permanent.pelicy;.It'gﬁohibitadﬂimmigretion
from Asian countries altogether. The 3041eor Anglo-conformity
was acculturation,. acceptance of 1anguage and cuStans. and . re-
Jection of the ethnic. cultures. Looking at the present situ-
ation one has to conclude. that acculturation has been achieved,
but acculturation did nqtflead,te.unifdrmity on.the strucjural
level. Glazer's and Moynihan's (1963) work ane Huthmacher'a
etudy (1967) indicate that ethnic and religious divieions are
atill very much aliVB on the structural level in the U. S. -

Anglo~-conformity has probably been the most 1nportant
assimilation ideology,. but the melting pot theory is certain-
ly the more idealistic one. The melting pot tﬂéeiy arose ¢arly
in North Anerican hietory. e Hector St. John Crevecoenr(19251
55) expressed as eerly as 1782 the melting pet jdea. He wrote:

"Here 1nd1v1duale of all natlone are melted into

a new race of men, whose:labours and posterity

will one day cause. great changes. in the world=™.
The melting pot .theory assumes that out of the mﬂzture of

o7
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many othnic groups a now peoplo rill ariae charactorized by
all the good ‘elements Present . in the. founding. groups.,
P J. Jnckaon Turrier's (1920) 8tudy of the frontier melting
_pot proaents the thesis that the frontier environment acted
as a solwont ror the othnic groups. who maved to. the. leat.
The nelting pot .theory 'aa brought ta ‘the magses by I. Zangwill's
play 'The Melting Pot". Pirst produced. in 1918. it became a
| popular vs;noc?,sl!,.in the follow:lng :.rears.. America is seen as the
~crucible in which all othnic groupa lose their dirrerences and
become one new p00D1|-Anerica became the symbol or brotherhood.
Mofé'récent studies have dostrqud q%is dream of brotherhood.
Ruby Jo Reevas Kennedy's atudy (194&-331-339) 'Singla or Triple
‘helting Pot? Intormarriage trends in New Haven, 1870-19#0' |
and W, Herbarg'a study (1960) “Protestant - Catholic - Jew"
indicate that tha nalting pot thoorykhnd some merit, but that
‘eapoéialiy the mmm dirterenoea have not %en melted dovm. '
within the‘;eligloun denominations the the. melting pot concept
has brought different ethnic groups together, but it is impos- 5
sible to apply the melting pot concopt to all ethnie contacts’
in the U, S. .
| The Anglo—eontoruity idoology and the melting pot theory
‘do not deaczthn*tho«da#nlnpntnts ‘Which took place in- the U. S.
'and tho Present nituation can bast bq.doucrihad as a multiplo

o maltingApat or ll a plnraliaxlc aituntion. In. the U. S. w

find at prescnt three mnin raligions groups. the Protestanta._
Cgtholica,énd_Joyn and within'thoso groups ws find ethnic sub-
groups with their own structural networks.

4
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Horace M. Kallen colned the term cultural’ pluxallsm to .descri-

be the social structure of the U. S, Gondon(196h14h-159)
Summerized the main themeas in Kallen®*s work. The first thene

deals with the nature of the ethnio group and its relation- -

ship to the individnal In the normal aifuation an individual
participates in soclal clubs. political orgnnizations. edu-
cational institutions, etc., on voluntary basis. In case of
the ethniec group participation is based upon ancautry and is
1nvoluntary Kallen's gecond main theme is that cultusal Plu-~
ralism is writtem into the traditional American political and
social jdeas.. The‘peclaration of Independence afrirna the right
to be ditrerant. The. third thema deals with the positive value
of the co-existence and interaction of ethnic cultures. Ethnic
elements enrich tha national culturej |

Thesge aaaunptions and.thaories have produced a wealth
of atudies about migraxinn and the assimilation procossea
in the U. S., eapecially the ‘theory of cultural pluralisn.

" There is no similar ideoclogical development in the Cana-
diah thinking about ethnic groups. Traditionally the Canadian
lomigration policies have accepted the idea of cnltural plu-
ralism. Canada ia a bi-lingual .and -bi-cultural cowntry by
Gefinition and the overall . policy has baan ta_encourage tha
cultnral nxprsssions and contrlbuxioqéqor the ethnic groupa.
Being a|b1-1ingun1 and bi-cultural country and. the rocognition
or ethnic cultnral exproasions imply that all -1grants were

. equaliy walcome. Howaver this was not the case. D. C. Corbett

(1957) points in his study at the common assumption undor—
) -

~
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lying thq innigration policies until 1962, that the British

- will make good immigranta because the absence of language
'ditticultlas would spesd up the aasimilatinn process. The

Canadian policy of accepting ethnic cultures hns led to a
altuation which ia described by J. Porter (1965:63) as a
Jvertical mosaic’. He sees the Canadian social structure as
a vertical mosalc because of the ralntionahip between ethni-

city and social clans, He dascribes in his atudy, The Verti— J

cal loaaic. -ggg;xgga of Social Class and Power in Canada.

how moat Jimmigrant €roups appropriate certain roles and de-
signate other less preferred roles to other groups,

These general remarks about ‘the Ameriean and Canadian
aocial structure for- the -background for sociological atndies\
dealing with the assinllntion procesa. ‘Assimilation no longer
impliea the total) disappearance of ethnic charactariatica _
and conformity with tha national culture of the receiving so--
clety. The URBSCO Conference in Havana, 1956, adopted the term
integration im-place of assinilation, because of the misleaﬁ-
ing biolo&ical éonnotations and the implied cne way direction
in group. rplations connected with the term. The Conference
(Borrie.1956196) defined intggrationuaan

through mutual acquaintance ;.. comagdationdand

uires the joint effort of men and women of gopd @ - .

q _
will, of all levels o gp ernment, and of volun- .
tary citizens® groups, in addition to the positive
efforts of the imnigrants themselves™. N \\

-
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Sociclogical Btudiea dealing with the assimilation process
analyge aspects of this dynamic process taking place. between

- ;immigrnnta and members of the receiving society. Some areas
_ deBerve special attention in this proceas because of their M

importanee. Factorg such as religion, economics, language,

time required fof adjustment, political philosophy and ﬁember—
ship of groups are important aspects in the adjustment process.
Jackson (19691192-237) cinsaifiqé aagiﬁil&tion studiea in three
main groups, the.descriptivo studies, classification ayateﬁs'
and soéiological'thséries proper. Descripttﬁa_atudien describe
the experiences of “individual immigrants and groups from the

time of immigration up to the second_or thirdfgenaration.

Classification systems éonpafe different immigrant groups and
different cultural settings and attenpt to draw eona gensral -
concluaions.The third group of atnﬂies praaant 8 soclological
theory and try to verify the theoretical concepts. These stu-
¢iqs,abétract from apecific‘situationsland try to formulate

" a framework of analysis which can be applied in all situations.

Descriptive studies

Deacripfive studies deal often withﬁq_apecific £roup or some
ingividnala and the,atudiee try to_deacriba the charncteria-
tics of the immi ts and the torcea which. thny encounter
in the tegrati n process. H. Gans' (1962) study The Urban -
of ‘this type of study. K. Norel's

B novel Hollanders iﬂ Cdnidh desckibes the life of Dutch Christian
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Reformed immigrants, ‘and.the problems which they encounter

in settling in adnaw.environment;

. Classification studies
\ :

-

\
Classifications of sociological data on axhnic groups appear

in many forms. Clnsaifications run ftom simple categoriea de-
_frining characterist\\s of immigrants to complex studies deal-
L'ing with the relationships between different categories. One
of the simplest classification ayatems is the typology, a di—
vi of migrants‘and migrations in different types.

H. P- alrechjld. (1925) makes a fourfold division of migrations
into invasion, conquest, coloniszation and immigration.

W. Petersen (1958) builds his typology around two main ecrite-
ria. He definea migration on the baais of being a move to pre-.
serve a way of 11!0 (consarvation) or a move to improvecon-
ditions (innovation), and on the migratory force, political '
force, ecological congitions.‘seﬁrch for, better conditions or
social pressure created by a mass movement. Another type of
clagsification deals with classifying customs and characterw
‘teristice of ethnic groups and the host socleties. These ‘
studies focus pnapeci?ic.aspects,,e,g..demographic structure,
e¢oqpm1c‘nasinilation, iﬁtofmarriage and religion (Mol, 1961).
The claasiticationzor difrerencoa helps to understand the assi-
milation _process, but they do not. explain causal relationships
and why specific chnngos take Place. Sequential classifications
deal vitqfthe succesive stages of the assimilation process.

<
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The simplest sequentiﬁi classification deals with the pro-
cess of settling in a néw country, re-establishment of sbcial
contacts, finding a job, and after a number of years identi-
fication with the receiving soclety. Another type of sequen-
tiad claésifieation is the sequence of generation study.

The classification systems have been very helpfui-in clari-.-
fying the issues involved in assimilation, but they do not

provide a coherent system or explain causal relationships. .

Assimilation thecriles

A formal theory pravides a set of laws which hold true
under different conditions. Several Bocial theoriata hava tried
é&’construct socliological thmories which could explain ‘and
predict the social processes and their relationships involved
in the gsaimilation proceaa.nnna“of.thﬁ earliest works in this

field was The.Polish Peasant in Rurope and America by W.I.

Thomas and P« 2Znaniecki (1918-1920). The central idea in this
work is the interrelationship betweenﬁpgraonhlity and qoeigl'
prder.'They gtudied the immigrant by,dé}ining the situatign.) _
the set of values. {abjective cultural slements of social life),
‘and the attitudes ( the subjective'chnractariatics of the in-
dividuals). In studying the Polish. 1mnigranta they exnminad
both the. ©0ld4 and the new situation nnd tha social disorgan-

- ization yhich_regultgd”g;om‘moying_I:pn gnq‘situltion to ane
other oﬁe. The mostﬁimportant.cdntrihufion of Thomas and
Znaniecki is that they showed that-sociology was not limited.

\
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to social philosophy or. descriptivo studies, but that empiri cal
data (life history Btudias) could be placed in the concaptual
framework ,of symbolic interactionism. tﬁ"fw
Another one of the early theories is Park®s and Burgess*
analysis of the processes ihich will take place when two or

more ethnic groups come to share the same territory. Their

race relations theory presents the following sequehce of so-
cial processes. The firat process is the.contact between two
groups and the peaceful exploration of each other. Competition

for jobs and housing is. the next process and this leads to -

conflict. Conflict is the result of compatition and is expres-
sed in events such as riots and discrimination. Pinally the
groups come to a level of éoiexiatencé or sccommbdationLertain

areas and occupationsa are being occupied by the different groups.

Over an exxendgd,éaripd of time progressiva intermixture and
intermarriage take place and the group will become one group.
The term asaiﬁilation is used to describe the final ‘stage of
ethnic relations (Park and Burgess, 1921:507-511). Many objec-
tiohs have been raised against this fheory. Major criticisms
deal with the fact that the theory is presented as an inevi-
table and 1rrevgrsibla.proceaa3_'ithfbiologica1 overtoneq
(social Darwinism)s with the use of the terms accommédation
and assimilation in a.éery.wida sense and with the fact tﬁa t

?_the cycle does not fit all the facts. Park (1950) himself in

Race and Culture has modified the theory in gome areas to make
it fit existing social conditionn. The race relations theory
has stimnlated a great deal of research in the area of ethnic

- -
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~contacta and assimilation. During the last decades adcial
‘scieptidis have Qome to realize that more_attention should
be pald to areas such as group membership, rold expectation,
comm relations, socialization and.ﬁaychglogical aspects.

-
N

The race Q;Iationatheory and jhe clagsification systems have
little to say about these areas. ' V
Zubrzycki (1961) dividea the more recent immigration ‘

‘studies into two main groupa,.tha demographic and thq frane‘

of referance studies. The demographic studies are concernsd .

with. the examination of the_bopulﬁtion_aa a soclial order.
"Demographic.gnd ecological conceptualizaxiona‘auch.aa_Tonniea'
distinction between 'Gaméingchaft' and 'Geaellacﬁaft'. Redfield's
and wirth'a,cqnceptsiof.folk_andhurban_aogintieé;.and Cooley's
concept of‘grinary and secondary groups arq'importggt in this
approacﬁs.ﬁowatar. fow ﬁfnﬁiqs are expliciti}b—concefnad with
this_approach‘(cr; Borrie,1954: Petersen, 1955). Zubreycki
(1961) sees two approaches in the area 6£: ographic studies.
Pirst, he envisages the study of conditio (nunbers and pat-
tern of distribution) uhich-maké it poaaible_;o;retain or re=-
build the system of primary_groups.;Sééonﬁly. the study éf ,
the receiving_ group.aé avsggial.sjaten and the-oxamin;fion of

t

| to stratification, goeinl control and group,goals.‘

‘ Thé gecond type of%studies_&egcribpd.by Zubrzycki are
the frame of reference stuiies which place special emphasis
oﬁ_the psychological aspects of immigrant §djustn§nt._ﬁo ar-
gﬁes that most studies of assinila?ion do:not doa; with .the

.
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true unit of ethnic relations, ;ahé;y themembershipof.ﬁii:'
mafy_groups._na atfespea_the importance of theismaliéat_unit»~--"

ofvapgial internbt;on, the primary group. rh18'ﬁn1£‘gives the ~
individual fhe understanding of and the attitudea for dealing
with larger group structures: Homans (1950:457) has described

' . the rmportance of the prinary groupAin his book The Human Group.

*Eemborship in a hfroup sustaing a man
enables him to 8 equilibrium under
the ordinary ahonks of life and helps him to
. bring up children wha will in turn.be happy and
- resilient. If his group-is shattered around him,
if 'he leaves a group in which he was a valued
-membery, and if , above all, he finds no new group
to W .he can reélate himself, he will, under .
. atress, develop ordsrs of thought, feeling and.
bshavior. His will be obsespgive, elabo-
rated without sufficient reference to remlity;
he will be anxious or s Qdeatructive to him-’
g88l? and. others; his behav or will be compulaive,
not- controlled) and if the process of education
 that makes a man easily able to relate himself
to” othersis itself social, he will, as a lonely
uan. dring up children Iho have a lowered soclal
éapacity. Tho eycle is vivicus; loss of group-
mnlbirahip in one.gensration make men less capable.
. 6X' group membership in the next. The civilization
thgx. by its wary'?rocess of growth shaiters
11 leave men and women lonely

ung:oup 1ife wi

Zubrzyckf'a frumv ur'rereronce approach requires the analysis

of 'the:numerous primary groups among the 1mmigrant group and
the reteiving aociety. The host Bociety has to be examined
as a appio}pgical_system which has a set of vgluag.gqverning
the bghgyiof'pt thecmambéfé.(rrnﬁe.prxatorggpgg and finally
the_th@,social.eduilibriumhhaé;tq,ba‘éfudied,‘A new social
systei will be created as the result of the contact. between
“two or*nora groups. He uses the trane of- reference concept )

to meabure social intogration, because it is poasible to

"
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sea’ 'the,.above mentioned mas aa‘élthne-:otages:.c;f-: a chronologi-~
cal précess which provides.éiderly'means_tbvatudy the process
of assimilation by going from the primary group level to the
level of a new emerging social ayaetem. | | |

Eiéenstadt (1958) in his study of absorption of Jewish
immigrants in Isyael was one of the first sociologists who
used the frame of reference concept. He sumarizes the process
of absorption as follows(195k19)s

=from the point of view of the individual 1mmigrant'

behavior , it entails the learning of new roles,

the transformation of primary group valueg -and the

extension of participstion beyond the primary group
in the main epheres of the social system™,

-Eisenstadt atndied how the snccesshn‘waves of Jewish immigrants

have absorbed. the values of the Jeviah community in Israel.
He -examined the different rates of absorption for the groups
coming from different countries and‘relates these to theif

‘predisposition to adopt the values of the Palestinian Jews.

Re Taft (1953:45—%5) used the f;ame of reference.concebt
in his study of assimiiation‘orientations; Hg defines assimi-
lation asfollows (1953:49) s T

iho process by means of yhich Pepsons, orieinally

verge toward common frames of reference as the re-
Bult of social interaction™.

He describea three orientations toward ualnilttiom Monlem-
representa the position. that the 1mmigrant has to forng his

heritage and has to absorb the culture and social etructures

of the receiving society as soon as possible. Pluralism implies’

mutual toleranca and preservatlon of the ethnic culture. Only
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a 1limited number of national values have to be accepted by

At

the immigrant group..The third orientation is interactionism.

It-implies mutual recognition of_pnltur&l differenceafuith
the expectation that social interaction between immigrant
andculture of the receiving aociety will gradually lead to

J

shared norms and behavioral patterns. Taft stresses the impor-

tance of nultiple frames of refercnmabecause people derive

their.valuea from different Irames of reference. The approach

outliﬁad by Taft ofreféAnany bossibilitiea for research. The
degree-of assimllation of immigrantgroups can be exnmined7bj
measuring to‘what.degrda they ghare the same framae(s). of re-
fe:gnce_with‘the.reeeiving soclety. Thq'relationéhip_betveen
degree af aaéimilatiop and factors such as ethnic origin,
demOgraphig fa;tors (age, sex, afea). length of residence,
occupatioﬂﬁgghncation and many other chafaéterigtics can be
established. | ) | |

d; Richardson (196733-30) presents another social psy-
cholovical conceptualization for the study of assimilation.
Ha analyres the psychological adjustment of the immigrant.

He 8e86_@. threefold sequence in the adjustment process. After

the . initial period of adjnstmantgthere will be the follo-ing

sequnnca‘nx.aixisxactinn ~3defititication, and “Accultiration.
Satisfaction 'ith;the new way of life is the xesult of success-

ful f%éaettlamant.‘a reeling of belonging develops and ‘this

will result in 1dant1ricaxion with the recairing anniety. and
compléte 1dantification with attitudes. values and behavioral

patterns of the receiving gsocliety can be described as accul-

AN

turation. Richardson has deaigned acaloe to neasuro satiatactionw

1
v



k6
idghtification and accﬁlxuraxién. His studies and other studies
1n.Australiaﬁvh1cﬁ used his conceptualizations indicate that
asaimilation of immigrants can be cdngeptualiy and opera@ionallﬁ
"defined as the sesquence in yh@ph ﬁeaaurﬁﬁle lavels of ;atis-
faction are the pre-reqniaité for a measurable level of iden-
~ tification, and this in turn is a pre-requiaite for a measur-
able level of aééﬁlturation. These studies indicate that the
; fhree levels &re not arbitrary but have significant relation-
ships with other variahlea. '
The above review of aasimilation 1;terature shows the
/;afinement 'hich has taken place in this area..Some of the
findings offer insighta*uhch are useful far this study. The
importance of religion in the assimilation process._was hrought
out by Kennedy(ith) and Herberg (1960). The frame of reference
theory g}aces emphasis upon thn .group membership and in our
study this aapect takes an important place (cf. Zuhrsycki 19613
...—_Eisengtadt, 1954). The Bocio—paychological studies indicate
that saxisraction is a key aspect because:it’ lcads'toaidantitt-
cation and in the end to asehmilation (Taft, 1953: 19663
), Richardson. 1967) In this atudy I will compare the degroe of
satisfaction of the two groups "and I will use Taft's assimi-
lation variables to measurothe differences between the two.
- groups. The major conceptualizations which I '111 use are
’ Gordon's (196#:70-71) munel of assinilation and.BretOn 8 con—
cept of 1natitutionnl conplateneas. In the following ohapter |
w111 discuss these concepta and outlinaAhul 1.will apply
them to the study of. Christian Reformed and cgtholio omigrants.

— _—



CHAPTER 5
THEORETICAL Fﬁamtwonx FOR THE STUDY OF DUTCH IMMIGRANTS

I will use M. M. Gordon 8 1dea1 type of asaimilaxion for
the analyeie of the assimilation process of the two groups ( )
cf. Gordnn. 1964:68-?1). and in addition T will use Breton's
concept of institutional completeness of the ethnie group
.(Breton, 1968:190-202). Gordon formulaxed his ideal type
after a earerul.enalyeie:ex_the American_eocial,etructure,
and 'he has made use in his analysis of the primary group and
the frame of refemnca concepts. Ai:cording to Gordon the bagic
gsubgroup in American Society is.the ethclass. It is (GordonA
19643 51)1 . ‘

*the subgociety éféétea by the intersection of

the vertiecal stratifications of ethnicity with

the horiseontal stratifications-of soclal class™.

The key items for .claseifying people.into_ethclasees are, .
regionel reaidence, rural-urban residepce, social class and
ethnicity (race. religion and national origin).
To formulate.hie model . ot eseimilation. Gordon starts out
with a hypothetical eituatien in Ihich a hoast country
(SyIvnnie)_ie made upﬂorupeople belonging to the eame natio-
" na), religious and eultural graup,. An 1mmigrant.group, the.
Mundovians, with a different national, religious and cultu-
‘ral background enter Sylvnnia. The . ideal form of aeeimilation
is the reeult of the following meven. eubproceeeee. The.end
result is the disappearance of the mundovians, because

ko
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they havejfaken_on'the Sylvanian natlonal, religious and
cultural values. Gorddh(196u:7d) states that the Mundﬁvianas .
1. have changed their cultural pattarn {including religious
belief and ohservance) to those of the Sylvanians;

2. have taken on large scale primary gpoup relattona with

the Sylvanians, l.e., have entzged_fullj ;nto_the gocietal
network of groups and institutions, or societal structures

of the Sylvaniansg;

3. have intermarried and interbred fully with the Sylvanians;
k. have developed a Sylvanian, in plabe of a ngdov;an. sense
of peopiehood,or ethnicity; o

5 have reached a point where they encounter no discrimina—

_ tory béhavior;

6. have reached a poini where they encounter no prejudiced

attitudes;

7. do not raise by their demends concerning the nature of
Sylvaniaﬁ public or civic life any.iésuas involving value
and power conflict with the original Sylvanians (for example,
the issue of birth control). ' _

Each of these subprocesses constitutes a atage in the assi-
milntion procesa. The subprocaases take place.to a varying
degree and qudon has constructad tho follawing table of
assimilation variahlea to .ba_.uged as analytical tools.

The asaimilatinn variablea are (Gordon;196ha?1)s

Subprocéhé of condition =gxn or stgge of assimilation

l.mChangp of cultural -Cultural or behavioral assimi- .

patterns to those of the | lation (acculturation).

host soclety.



2.Large-scale entrance into  Structural assimilation
cliques. clubs, and inetitu-h '
tions of the host society,
on primary. group level.

&

3.large acala\intermarrlage Marital aaaimilationq(amalgamation).

B, Development of sense of Identificational assimilation.,

reoplehood- baged exclugive-

,

ly on the host soclety.

5. Ahsence of prejudice. - Attitude receptional assimiiétioh.

6. Absence of discrimination Bahafior‘receptional‘aasimilagion.

© T Abqappa of value and ');;Civic aaéimilation.

power conflict.. _

The‘ta§k of soclological theory is not only to idéntify the
variables involved but also to hypotheaize how the variables:
may be related to %ach other. Gordon(1964:77-81) atatea

the relationahip batwean ‘the assimilation variables in the
following three hypotheses: _

8. Cultural assimilation, or accultufation. is likely to be
the firast of the types of assimilation to occur when a mino-
rity group arrives on the scene. o )

b. Cultural anaimilation. or acculturation. of the minority
group may take place even when none of the other types of
assimilation occurs simultaneously or later, and this condi-
tion of 'acculturation’ may continue indefinitely.

ce Once Btructural assimilation hes occured. either simultar
neoualy with or subsequent to acculturation, all other types

of assimilation will follow.
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Gordon's conceptual Tramework standsup.well in exﬁlaining
the American ethnic development. However, there qrésome \\\
points in the framework which are not clearly defined. It
is not exactly claar where Gordon deals with an’important
area such as economlc abgorption. He doas not indicate what
caunas dltrerent lavels of assimilation for different groups.
He does not imply the poaslbllity of ragrcusion, because he
states that structural assimilation results in aaaimilntionﬁ
on all other levels. Finaslly, he does not taka into acconnt
that the host. society can be hetarogpnaous, nada up of dif—
ferent economio, political and religious groups. Aaaimilation
iz a two uny stream and Gordon's ideal type of asaimilation
does not #ccount for chnngaa within the host society.
However, Gordon's conceptunlization,13_119x1b1g_nnd mnny | b
ot@qr variables could be taken into aﬁcount uiﬁhout‘changing
his basic framework. I will use hié,aﬁaimilafion variables
to test the degree of auaimilaxionuoilthe Dutch Christian
Reforméd and the Catholic immigrants.

In addition to Gordon's model I will use R. Breton's
{19654 74—8@ 3 19681190-202) concept of | Matitgtioﬁal comple~
teness, Iﬁﬁtitutional completenesna is a major aspect in th e
comparison of the two groups. Breton's concapt. does not add ,
a8 new model to our nnalynia but. it refines the. anpoct of -
structural asuinilation in Gordon's nodel. Bre}g§m£;9683190)

distinguisheg three coununitisn in tho aasimilation proces. :

the ethnf% community of the- immigrant. tho receiving socliety,
and other ethnic groups. |
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He argues that (19684191):

"the direction of the immigrant®s intagration
- will to =& %ar ; exte?t result from t?e forces
of attraction positive and negative stemming
from the various communities. These forces are
generated by the aocinl organization of the |
_connunitioa'

In chapter two I hawe digcussed thn Dutch social strncture.
and it beca-a clear that the two groups aLrive in Canada
iith 1dantica1 _but totnlly Separated cultural heritages.’ Thay
settle in the same rnceiring community, the Canadian *Mosaic*.
According ta Brnton.assinilaxion can take place into three

different.directions; -into .the Canadian structuraa, into other

~ethnie _groups,. or 1nto a. Dgtch socio—religious ethnic cultura.

‘\

Ethnic communities can.vary 1n completensss or .8ocial -organt-
zation. Some groups bdbulld ; up ‘an el;borate nntrork of organi-
zations whereas other groupa.hnva only inrornnl Iriendship
gronps.and the members of this. group Join the orgnnizations
of the receiving society. Ethnic groups cin develop organi—
zsational structures of various kinds; religious,, political,
educational, . ocial. cultural. media, welfare,. professional
and credit union. orgnnizations. Institutional completeness
would be perfect uhen the ethnic group Provides all the ser-
vices reqnired by thn‘heabera of the group. When the Dutch im-
migranta settle in Canada they have to redbuild a network of

personal contacts and organizational affiliations to satisty

their physical, economie, ‘psychological and religious needs.

: Thetrobuilding can take place in tho abova mentioned directions.

Breton's etudy indicates that the RoYe eonpleta_the organi-
zational structure of an ethnie group the higher the dagrea o
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of integration of the {nnigiant'into his own ethnic group.
Religious organizations seem to play a powerful role in ‘the
ethhic community and Breton atates.that'(1968|197);

“"Religious institutions have the greatest’

effect in keeping the immigrant®s personal

associations -1thin thn boundaries of the -

ethnic community"., \ 5
The aim of this atudy is to compare the iﬁtlusnce of religious
belonging ‘and the ethnic Boeio-religioun natuprk upon the ‘
assimilation process of Dutch.Christian Reforned and Catholic
immigrants in South Western Ontario. Gordon's model of assi-
milation and Breton'a concept of institutional,conpletanesa
will be used to compare and measure the degrea of aasimila—
tion of the two groups. : ) ,

The focus of the reseafeh is rorﬁuig;od in the following
hypotheses. S T
1. The greater the degree of 1nBtitutional completenesa of
a religiously 1dantified_ophnic_group_thp_lpwgr the deg:ee
-of assimilation of that g;onp'into the Canadinn.Society.
-2.'Following the asaunption.that there are differences in
the institutional completeness of the Christinn Ratoraad and
Catholic group, I predict, that : B
a. the greater the religious counituant:of a member of the'
more highly inntitutional cnnplata group (Christian Reformed)
the _lower will be his degree of aaaimilntian,

b. and, the _greater tht religlous connitmont of a muuber of
'the less institutional complete 8r°“Pr(c:tholic). the higher
will be his degree of assinilation.



CHAPTER 6
RESEARCH DESIGN Lt
AND METHODS FOR COLLECTING THE DATA

__The follpwing nuld hypotheses will be used to test the
theoretical propositions o(-thie.Btudy. _
\ 'i;‘There.is no.difference between the two groups in the use
of Bnglish. | .
- There i8 no difference in the reading habits of the two
groups. | .
3. Thehﬁﬁoigroupsido not d@ffer 1nr;he epeeking and teaching
of Du;eh-to thelr children. |
4. The two greupa have the same type of ethno-religious
organ;zafionef | .
Se Hehbers of-the two‘greupa participate to the same extent
in their ethniy organizations. "
6.'Hd§ﬁer3;ofAboth' groups participate to the same extent
in Canadian organizations.
7e MGmbere of the two groups do not differ in their number
of informal contacta with other Dutch immigrants.
8.‘Membere of.the two groups do not differ in their number
of 1niormal ‘contacts with Canadians or members of other groups.
9. The fwo groups do not differ in their preference of marriage
pertegra fon“thedr:childxen._ _ _ ' . . *
10, There is no -difference between the two grpupe as far as
the.egcgptance of Cenadian Citizenship is concerned.
' ' 53



| | sh
11. There is no difference in the assimilation orientation
of the two groups. _ ) _

12. There is no difference in perception of Canada and
Canadians between the two groups. ' >

13. There is no difference in the level of satisfaction be-
tween the two groups. )

14, There is no difference in the perception of status before
immigration and at present between the two groups.

15. There is no differenca in the degree of religious commit— -
ment . bet'een the tio.groups. , _

16. The amount of informal ¢contacts within the religious group
is the same for both groups., ' =

17. Religion takes the same place in the life of the inmigranta
at present as it did before. immigration for the two groups.

18. The degree of religious commitment has no relationship

with the degree of assimilation for the -two. groups.

Testing of. these null. hypotheses involves oporationalizing
emplrical indicators for the. concepts mentioned in the theoreti-
cal propoaition&. The main concepts are assimilation ( )
acculturation, structural assimilation » amalgimation, iden-
tificational assimilation, civic. assimilation. attitude ana
behavior.receptional assimilation) and religious commitment.

As stated earlier, the. ooncopt,ot_ingjitutional completeness
will be considered.under.atructural asaimilation. Innnost |

of the null hypotheses. I will compare the total group of
Christian Reformed immigrants with the total Catholic group, .

but in some case I will use subgroups of the two' main groups.
.. N ) f
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I will, f&r example. compare tha highly religioua commitded
in each group with the less highly committed. ‘

Acculturation will be measured by meaauring the use of
Engliah, reading habits and the. speaking and teaching of Dutch
to the children. The firgt three hypotheBcB~W111 test this
area. Structural asaimilation will be measured by analyzing
formal and intormal paticipation in Canadian organisations.
The institutional completeness of the groups will be measured
by maasuring the number and types of institutiona and the

)
participation in these organizaticns. Null hypotheses 4-7

~ provide the tests for this area. Amalgnnation will be measu-

red by analyzing the prefarences of the immigrants with re-
gard to marriage partners for their children. anl hypothesis

8 will test this area. Identificational and civie asgimilation
wil]l be measured by measuring the citizenship of the immigrants,
and null hypothsis‘s -provides the test. Attitude and behavior
receptionalﬁasaimilatipn- will be measured by measuring the
perception (positive and negative) of the immigrants of Ca-
nada and Canadians and by measuring the Batisfaction with nre

-in Canada. This area will be tested by null hypotheaeslo-lh

The degree of religlous commitment will be measured by memsu-
ring the importance of religion in the daily 1ife of the 1m-

' migrant, and by measuring participation :in ethno- 1igious
~ organizations. This area will be tested in null h:Ebtheaea

15-180 -: T

Data and methods used for_collecting the data.



' N

| 56
The data were obtained by means of .a questionnaire.

Queationnairea wereemailed, together with an explanatery let-

ter in English and Dutch to 250 members of sach group.

The Christian Reformed sample was drawn at random from the
memberehip list of the congregations in the Classis of
Hamilton, Ontario. The Catholic sample was drawn from the
subscription list of\'Compasa-bnde; Ons™, a magazine for .
Catholic Dutch immigxante. This sample was taken in the London,
Ootanio, area. An attempt.was made to balance the number of
people;n the rural and urban areas for both samples,. I have

Fay

" taken the Hamilton and London areas, because these areas

attracted more Dutch immigrants than any other area in Canada.
The majority of the immigrante in the Hamilton area belong
to the Chrlsrian Reformed Church and the majority of the

" immigrants in the London area to the Cathollic Church.

More ‘than 50% of the Christian Reformed sample (126) and 40%
of the Catholics .(101) réturned the questionnaire.
The questionnaire contained 38 questione dealing with seven

_ magor areas (see supplement). The seven areas dealt withs

~Be Pereonal informatieén (motive for migration. sponsorship,.
urban or ‘rural, education and occupaticn). o
b. Religious affiliation ( degree of commitment and partici-
, pation). ‘ _ -

Ce Organizational participation. ( membership and types of
formal and informal organizations. religious gtructures,
degree of 1net1tutional completeness of the group) . o

d. Degree of satisfaction (with life and Job in Canada.
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status before 'immigration and now). e _
e. Use of language ( use of Durch and English, reﬁding habifs.
teaching and speaking of Dutch to children). '

f. Children ( expectationa and - chances for children in Canada
compared-with chances in the Netharlands, marriage partner,
type of school). = .. : !
g« Views on aasimilation.' _

The information provided by these questions gave 8 wealth
of maxerial for comparigg the assimilation precess of‘tha
two grqnpa'apd the importance of religious belopging and ‘
athno-religious.orgnnizatiopﬁ- In the following chapter I
iill dgal:iixh\thg.personal;characrerietics of the tip groups
and following this description I will teat/ﬁhe theoretical

propositions.



CHAPTER 7
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE DUTCH CHRISTIAN REFORHED AND CATHOLIC IMMIGRANTS

Before- testing the null hypotheses I will doacr%be the
general characterictica of the two groupa. The research data
provided a wealth of information about characteristics of the
two groups.which are not directly relevant to the theoretical
propositions, but which will help to get a more complete
pictu:e of the two groups. The two ups fit the Dutch ami-
gration pattern . In chapter 3 we have seen that thg high
time for pos;\war snigration was between 19#8 and 1956, In

table 3-we ges that the Banple for this. stndy (126 Chriatian
‘Reformed/and 101 Catholic inmigranta) fits into that pattern.
TABLE 3: YEAR OF -IMRIGRATION OF THE CHRISTIAN REPDRMED AND
CATHOLIC DUTCH I!HIGRARTS

e

‘hezore.;ghQ 1949-1958 © 1959-1968  1969-

Christian Ref. 85% 6% 0%

9% L
Catholics ‘ 2% 8%  10% 1%

_Very few Dutch 1mnigrants settlad 1n Canadsa prior to World §

War II. A small group of Dutch Uhriatian Rerormed 1mmigranta*'1:

settled in Canada during the 1920’:. but the period betwaen E

1948 and 1956 was the high-time for immigration from the Nether-

lands. The two groups are ainilar in hawing triends or" rala-
o '58
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‘tives in Canada prior to immigration. Fifty five percent of
the Christian Reforned group had friends or relntives in Ca—
nada and fifty nine percent of the Catholica. The age atruc-
ture of the groupa shows some differoncea.
TABLE 41 ACE STRUCTURE OF THE TWO IMMIGRANT GROUPS AT TIHE
OF_IMMIGRATION -
Ages . oo 1-12 13-18  19-30 31-40 ‘41-

Christian Reformed 176 16% 388 18% 12%
 Catholics &% 6% 59% 16% 15%

One third cf the Christiﬁn Reformed group was below 18 yaars
of age at time of 1mnigration wheresas only 10% of the Catho—
711c group belongad to that age gronp. This is an important
dirrerence because it means that a substantial number of the
"Christian Reformed 1nmigrants r-cnivad part or all their for-
mal ‘education 1n Canada. ‘However, the ago difference does
not seem to have any important consequances. For each of the
two gronpa the group who was 18 or over at tima of inmigration
\ has bemn- compnred’vith the rest of the ‘group. on several vari-
- ablea (mportance of raligion. ‘marriage preference; apeaking
and teaching of Duxch tq.tha children, orgnnixational parti-
cipation,*satiafaction and use of English and Dutch), an '
only minor dlrrertnces were_ found.. I agssume that that the
,differenoaa in aga at time of 1mm1gration does not account
for any major.ditterencea betweqn the two groups.
e In describing thQ ndture or.tﬁe Dutch Society the impor-
tance_of religious beloﬁginé and'éubculturos was emphasiged.
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" One type of rgiigious oréaniiaxion closely connééted_with the

emigration procéas‘is the emigration organization, boih groups

have their own organizations which help emigrantas. More than

two third (67%) of the catholice and more than half (59%) of

the Christian Reformed immigrants made use of these organiza-

tions. Both groups show a- sinilar attacherent to thoir deno-
minational organixatlon. In the area of citizanship there is

: no difference betwaen EL& two groups. Inmigrants have to bes

, Tive years in Canada before ‘they can apply'for Canqdian citi-

genship. 0f the .Christian Raforﬁpd'group 89% has.becomo bana—
dian Citizen and 86% of the Catholics. Two third of the re-
maining group for both. the Catholics and Chriefian Reformed
group have beenlldng enough in Canada to take out Canadian
Citizenship; The twp graups are also well ﬁatched on the urbana
rural distribution. The urban group includea 658 of the Chris-
tian Reformed and 60% of the Caxholic group. A comparlaon
'between the urban and rural group within the two groups indi-
cates that the dirferencas between urban and rural rqn paral-
lel in both groups. Thé Catholic group 8how8-one'1mpoftant‘ dif-
ferance in the area of importance of religion.’ In the Christian
Reformad group the 1mportancn of religion is the same for the
urban and rural‘group.ﬁln the Catholic group there 'is a marked
difference. 0f the urban group 25% staiea that religidn does.
not play a role in-their daily. 1119, whereas only 7% of the _
rural people take this position. In ‘the area of proterence Qf

/J"“'r"!‘"‘

marriage partner fnr th;iﬁiﬁ'bﬁ» on’ the rnral grﬂups of both
the urban groups (rural

religious groups score h ‘ :
. Catholics 825 -urban 73%‘vet§:s 93% and 855 for the Calviniats);

. L
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In teaching and speakihg Qf Dutch to the cﬁildron the two
groups ahoﬁ.a‘Bimilar‘difterence betwéan.the urban and rural
group, but the Catholics as:n:group.scorﬁ higher in both areas.
Table 3‘111ustratqa.this aréa.( in percentage of the groups)

TABLE S: TEACHING AND SPRAKING OF DUTCH BY URBAN AND RURAL
CHRISTIAN REFORMED AND CATHOLIC TMMIGRANTS.

\

Teaching Spea.kihg
Chilst. Wef. Cathollc CHrIst.Rel Catholls

Urban 26%  41$ b2« 70%
Rural | 62  15% - 35% 52%

The urban groups score higher for both teaching and speaking
. of Dutch to their children. These figure agree with the lan- -

\‘”iguage used in the homes. Both rural groups acore‘higher for

- the use of English. Of the rural Catholics 18% use only English
versus 7% of the urban group;;ah6532ﬁ of the rural Christian

| Reformad immigrants use Engliah only versus .18% of the urban.

groupe The. urban groups gee. more opportunities here for their
childtan than in the Netheriands. The score is 67% for the
urbap‘Catholica versus 50% of the rural group, and 61% versus
47% for the Chriatian Rerormad groupa. The Christlan Reformed
have more of ‘their informal contact with other Dutch immigrants,
but the rnral group of both raligious groups have more con-
tacta with other Dutch immigrants than do the urban groups.:
'The following table shows what proportion of best friends
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are Dutch immigrants.(in percentage)
TABLE 6: PROPORTION OF BEST FRIENDS'AMONG DUTCH IﬂMIGRANTS

FOR THE RURAL AND URBAN CHRISTIAN REFORMED AND CATHOLIC JMMI-~
GRANTS.

Chriatian Ref. Catholic
most 7% - 51% -
URBAN some 22% I
" none 4% S 5%
most 84z ' 73%
RURAL some 14 27%

none , 2% 0%

£

These comparisons indicate:that.nrbﬁn and‘rufal residence
are impprtani factors in the assimilation process. However,
both groups in this stuﬂy are well matched, and it will be |
possible to éompﬁre both groups as such. I aéeume that the
"ﬁrban - rural representation within both gx’oups does nof'
influence. the comparison batuaen the two groups as Buch. -
The figures for formal education indicate that 38% of the
Christian Reformed and 48% of the’ Catholics have & high
school cartificata.or.more. More members of the Chniatian
Reformed group;(hoﬁ)ureceived part or al) their schooling-in
Canada than of the Catholic group (25%). Richmond (1968:33)
states that immigrants uith a low level of education .are more .
likely to belong to. ethnic organizations ». and that the key

to successful economic, cultnral and social’ integration
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appeara to be the level of education on entry. The results
pf this study agree with Richmond's statement. However, the
o diffaroncea in educational level bot'aen the two groupa are
. emall and I aasumo that they da not hava important conhequen-
cea for this study. The marital atatus of the two groups does
not differ significantly. The large majority of both groups
18 married. to a Dutch spouse. the figurea are 88% for the
Chrisgtian Rerormad and 90X for the Catholic group. . -
Only 7% of bath groups are married to 8 Canadian spouse or
a member. of another ethnic group. o
£ Economio 1ntegration playa an important role in the assi—
) milation prooosa. In the folloving table I will compare: tha
‘occupations of thorimmlgranta prior to immigration with the 'J

present o¢cupations. _.

TABLE 71, OCCUPATIONS OF THE DUTCH Immlchanms PRIOR TO IMMI-
GRATION AND AT THE PRESENT TIME. '

Occupation: Christian Reformed . Catholic

~ prior to /at preaont prior to/at present

Student o 1885 0% % - of

. Blue collar 374 30% 4% 28%
White collar 155 22% 122 25%
| Profeaaionai | 7% 138 . 5% ; ;4%‘
Owner of a business 5% 114 3% ‘9%-
Farmer 12 19% 35% 30%
Rotired/hoﬁanswar | 8% \5% 2% bz

(o
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Although the table indicates some slight differancas between
the two groups, the blue. collar graup is approximataly the
same and has decreased by the same amount in both groups. The
-8ituation for the white collar and owner of a businesa shows
gieat gimilarities. The categories for professional, farmers
and students show some differences. The numbgr of profeasi—
ongls and farmers has increaged among the Christian Reformed
immigrants and decreased among the Catholics. In general we
can say that the differencas in occupational distribution
are minor and that they do not seem to influence the assimi-
lation pattern of the two £roups . -

The final item in the area of personai:characteristics
deals with the motives fof emiération. The motives of the
-Chriétian Reformed group, ranked in order of importance,‘ares
future of the children, deaire to own a business or farm, ad-
venture ,housing problems, relatives 1n‘canaﬁa.'unpmployment, )
financial problems and religious reaséns. It is surpriging
to see that the Cathoiic“gave the same reasons in the same
order, except for the top two ch;ices which were ‘reversed.

In conclusion we have to state that in the area of perso-
nal characterﬁaticn‘there.are not many differences between
the two groups. The dlffereuces.in”degrce of asainilation'
which will be measured in the roliowiizg ‘chapterimua't be ba-
sed on other factors than the ones diacuﬂﬁed‘ahéve. Réiigi-
ous belonging and socioc-religious ethnic atructéres are the
cause of differential assimilation.



CHAPTER 8

TESTIRG OF THE NULL HYPOTHESES
AY

Ihaktheoretical propositions will be tested by'testing
‘ the null hypotheses. A number of variahles were tested for
statistically significant relationships (chi-aquara). Some of.
‘these_relationahips are uged in the testing of the null hypo-
H theseéf'On%g.a few Eelationships.rere siénificant. Many of the
differences between_the two groups are minor, and they might
not be statistically significant. However, all minot differen-
ces sﬁén tolha'cnnsistent and the differences between the two
gfoups might be more important tﬁan the significance tests
lndicatﬁ.;- . |
Tﬁe firsf three null hypothesesdeal with language usage

and they'afe used to test the level of accﬁlturation of the
two groups. The first null hypothesis tests the use of English
in the home. Teble 8 shows the use of English and Dutch in
the homea of the 1mmigrants. (in percentage of the groups)

'TABLE 88 THE USE’OF ENGLISH ARD DUTCH BY THE CHRISTIAN REFOR-.
MED AND CATHOLIC IMMIGRANTS

Christ. Ref. Catholic *‘_\
English onl .2 : ~ -1
Most Eﬁgliaﬁ/bome Dutch - 52; 682
English and Dutch equal 7% 124
Most Dutch/someé English 9% i,
Dutch only . : gg gé

No answer ‘

65
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The Christian Refornod gcore slightly higher, both for the
use of English only and Dutch only. put the overall picture
does not indicate any marked differences. When we take the
two top categories,, English only and Most English/éome Puatch,
together than we get identical. scores, ?79% for both groups.
The reading habits of the two groups (null hypothesis two) .
shows a very similar picture. For.régular'reading,of English
and Dutch materials we get the following figures. 0f the Chris-
., tian Refarmed group 60‘ reads regularly English books, 80%
magazinesu;n¢ 92% newspapers. The figures for the Catholic
group are, 4% for English books, 80% for magaziﬁeﬁ and 93%
for Newspapers. These ngurea{ show that the Christian Reformed .-
group reads more. books in English, but the groupﬁ hafa almost
‘jdentichl scores for magazines and newspapers. The Calvinists
score higher in all three claﬂaes of roading in Dutch. 0f the
Calviniats 12 &£ reads regularly—nutch books, 124 nngazines
and 1% newspapers. 0f the Catholics only 5% read regularly
Dutch books, 10% magazines and kX nawapapers. These figures
are verified by the number of subscriptions to *Dutch® or .
Dutch—Canadian‘_nagniines and newnpaperé.'The Christian Réior-
med group has a total of of ih? subscriptions (1;2.§er indi-
vidﬁali_ﬁnd,fhe Catholics have 49 (0.5 per individusl) subs-

eriptions. The Calviniat group has 476 subseription to Bngiiah
magazines and newspapers (3.7 per individual) and. the Catholics

have h29 subscriptions (4.2 per individual). The Calvinists
Qawe ag gthnic'prgas whereas the catholic_group_does no longer.
have similar publicationnstThe higher Bﬁng'for the use of: . -
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" Dutch only and for reading Dutch materials can be partly ex-
Plained by the oxiatenéq of ah,qthnic press. The third null
hypothesis deals with the teaching and speaking of Dutch to
the children, Table 9 shows. the percentages of both groups
who wpaak or teach Duteh to their children.

o

- o ) T L .
TABLE 93THE PERCENTAGE OF CHRISTIAN REFORMED AND CATHOLIC
IMMIGRANTS ‘WHO SPEAK AND TEACH DUICH TO THEIR CHILDREN

4 . ; G C?tfét. Ref. Catholics
yes o t Bog 63%
Speaking: " no 51% ‘ 31%
no answer -9%' | 6%
yes ST 3%
Teachizgl ne . — 75% 64z
' no answer 8% 6%

{

™

The Catholic group scores higher both in Spe&klng and teaching
of Dutch to ‘the children.

In gummary, the first three null hypothaaes measure the
level pt.acculturation of the two groups. They do not indicate
a consistent pattern. The first nullhypothesis , dealing with
the use of English, will be acéepted.ibecause by taking the
top two. categories together we get an identical score. The
second null’ hypotheéis can be accepted only partly. The read-
ing or Englihh and the number of subseription to English ma-
gazines and newspapers do not show important differences. The

reading of Dutch indicates a much higher score for the Christian

~
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Reformed group. The third null hypothesis deals with speaking
and teaghing of Dutch to the ehildren. This hypothesis haa’ to

be rejected because the Catholic group scores much hiéhér in
| both areas. These measurements for aqcuituration do not show
& consistent pattern of differences between the two groups.
In some cases the Calvinists use more Dutch (reading) ingother
cases the Catholics use more Duteh (speaking and teaching tp
their children). We have to place the two groups at the same
level of acculturation, because the differences between the -
two groups are minér in nature and not consistent.

The following five (4-8) null hypotheses deal with the
organizational structures of the two groups and'thair partici-
pation in ethnic and Cﬁnadian organizations{ structural assi--
milation and institutional compleféhesa). Null hypothasis four
Btates that the two groups have the same type of ethno-reli-
glous organizations. Table 10 indicates what percentage of
each group has access to'the listed Church affiliated organi-

zational structures.

TABLE 10: TYPES OF CHURCH AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS IN THE ARRA
OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED AND CATHOLIC IMMIGRANTS

Organization: Christ. Ref. Catholics
EYementary oducatlon B85 YL 4
Secondary education 82%

3
Mass media (t.v., radio. papers) s 2%;
Service clubs 20% 31%
Welfare agencies 1 : L 120%
Youth clubs 6 b6%
Credit unions ‘ 3% ‘75%
Labour unions - 56%

| . 0%
Recreational clubs . L _ 32%




| 69

The Calvinists have a:highly developed developed network of
ethno-religious organizations. In case of the Catholics,
- they have a less developed buf similar network. However the
omain'difference between the two netwofks.is the fact that only
in case of the Calvinists can we speak about ethnic structures.
0f the CAtholics only 8% states that they belong to a parish
community that is predominantly Dufchffvhereaa'9j% of the
Christian Reformed belong to congregations which are predo-
minantly Dutch. It is 1mposaible to apaak aboht a network of
ethno-religious organizations in case of the Catholic immigrants.
There are some Catholic ethnic structures, such as the Dutch
Catholic credit nnion.lahd there are some social e¢lubs. These
organlzations include a large area and are not limited to the
parish level. The congregation can be considered as an ethnie
atrudtufe and all affiliated organizations are ethnic organi-
zations. The parish communities are of mixed nature and can
not be considered as ethnic Dutch organizations. Null hypothe-
sls four has to be rejectdd. The Christian Reformed grouﬁ
has a vast network of ethno-religious organizations, ‘and the
c&tholic has only one or two truly ethnic organigations.
This implies also the rejection of null hypotheais five. Only
the Christian Reformed immigrants participate in a network of
- ethno-religious brganizationa,.and“tha:a;iaﬁno.aimilar network
of organizations in.lhichfthe‘Catholics paxihipate.

Null hypothesis six deals with participation in Canadian or-.
ganizations. The hypothesis was tested by measuring the numbér
of memberships in Canadian organizationé. The'Christian Reformed
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group has 71 memberships (0.6 per member) whereas'@he-Catholics
have 91 membershiﬁs (0.9 per member). Null hypotﬂgsis Bii has
to be rejecggd, because .the datholics participate in Canadian
organizatiohé.to,a mubh higﬁer:degreaa*Null.hypotheses seven
and eight were tested by measuring the informal contact of
the two groupé. Table-ll 11lustrates the primary contacts of.
the Christian Reformed and Catholic immigranfs,

TABLE 11:INFORMAL CONTACTS OF THE CHRISTIAN REFORMED AND CATHO-
LIC IMMIGRANTS ‘

Best friends are: Most Some | None
C.R./Cath. C.R./Cath.  C.R./Cath.
Dutch immigrants 77%  60% 19% 37% 2% %
Canadians ' hia 119 61%  71% 33% .18%
Other groups 0% 1% 29% h7g 69% 52?‘
No answer 2% 0% 2% 0% 2% 0%

Null hypothesis seven has to be rejected. 0f the Christian
Reformed group 77% have most of their contact with other Dutch
immigrants, and 60% of the Catholica have.moast of their coﬁtacts
with other Dutch immigrants. Null hypothesis eight has to be
rejected on similar grounds.. Only 4% of the Christian heformad;
group has nost of their contacts with Canadians or members of
other groups, whereas 124 of the.catholi;ﬁ.hawe most of their
contacts with Canadiapa or members of other groups.

In summary, in the area of structural assimilation
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_(institutional completeness) %horo is a marked difference
between the two groups. The Christian Reformed group has
a vast networkx of ethnic organization whoreas the Catholice
group has only very few truly ethnic organizations. Catholics
participate more 1n Canadian organizations and the Chriotian
Reformed immigrants more in the ethnic organizations. In the
area ofuinformal contact we saw that tha Catholicg have more
contact with Canadians and members of other gronpo’and that
the Christian Reformed immigrants have more contacts-with othor
ﬁntch immigrants. |
Kull hypothesis nine tests amalgamation . The Christian
Reformed group gscores. 51ightly higher -in this area than the
‘Catholic group, 0f the Calvinists, 88% prefers a marriage part-
ner of the same roiigion for their children, 6% has no prefer-
ence and 6% did not express their opinion. The figures for the
Catholics are 77% for apartmer of the same religion, 14% no
preferenoo and 9% experoosed no opinion. This hypothesis has
to be rejootod. The Chriatian Reformed group expresses a higher
degree of preference. Idontificational and civie assimilation
were measured by comparing the acceptanoe of Canadian Citizen-
ship among the.two_gronps. Null'hypothosis ten test:this axgea.
I will accept this null hypothesis because. 88% of the Christian
Reformed and 86% of the Catholic immigrants have become Cana-
dioh,CItizenB..o: the remaining groups,two thirgg'of the Catho-
lics and two thirds of the Christian Reformed éroup have been
in Canada for more than five yoara, the required period for
_ being able to apply forlcitiaonohip;
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Attitude and behavioral assimilation will be tgsted#}n null
hypotheges 11 - 12 - 13 - 14, Null hypothesis 11 tests the
assimilation orientation of the two grbuﬁs( Taft, 1966:1129-142),
Monism (becoming totally Canadian and forgetting about the cul-
tural heritage) is seen as the ideal by 23% of the Catholiés

and 16% of the Christian Reformed 1mmigranta. Pluraliam {mu-
tual respect for each other 8 culture and preaarvation of the
ethnic cu}lture) is seen as the ideal by 1% of the Christian
Reformed and none of the Catholics. Interactioniam {Mutual res-
pect for cultural differences, but with the expectation that
socia) contacts will lead in the future to assimilation) is

Seen as the ideal by 79% of the Christian Reformed and 76%

of the‘catholics. Thére,is a slight difference between the tio
groups. Catholics score higher on monism. A monistic attitude
might be the result orla‘h;gher degree of.assimilﬁtion. Thise
null hypothesis has to be rejected because of the slight dif—f‘
ference in orientatlons. Null hypothesis 12 tests the percep-
tion of Canads and Canadlans of the trd groups. The following
table is based on two open-ended unstructured questions which
asked for what the immigrants liked and disliked about Canada
and Canadians. The table indicates what percentage of the groups
expressed certain likes or dislikea.

o

TABLE 12 A s THE LIKES OF DUTCH IMMIGRANTS ABOUT CKNRDAUAND
. , o
CANADIANS

- E : ~  CeRef. Cath.

Beauty of the country and 1ts sgaciousneaa 42%’]5 EW{"
Canad¥ana are friendly and helpful 31% 84

Opportunities for study and business = = 26% 264
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"General‘Freedom‘bf'réd tape* : 26% - 36%

- No strong class differences 8%
Mixture of ethitic groups =~ : 2%

-

~ TABLE 12 B & THE DISLIKES OF DUTCH IMMIGRANTS ABOUT CANADA
. AND CANADIANS o

o et C. Ref. Cath.
Weak politicaY structure V 29% 3974
No support for Christian schools ' 20% 0%
Unemployment and ‘unionsg too powerful 19€ 114
Lack of social legislation 11% C27%
Superficiality of friendship - . 11% 22%
General rassivity of the ‘people . 9% 13%
Drinking laws too strict - 0% 10%

Weakness of family 1ife. . _ 0% 6%

It 1a'aurprising to éea that the two groups come up with the
samevitems under‘likga and almost in fha same order. Compara-
ring the likes it ae&mé_that the‘Catholics\are more generous
in their praise. Their. higher score for friendlinesa and help-
fulnasa_of Canadians might indicate a higher degree of assi-
milation. The question of dialikes shows ‘much more differen-
tiation. Both groups are critical of the weakness of the poli-
tiéal system (weak political Atrgcture. unemployment and.éo'er
of the unions, lack of-social legialation, general paésivity
of the peopie). In ch%pfgr twa we have seen the political strue-
ture of the Dutch Soci%ty. Each religious group plays an im-
‘portant role in that society and.the critieal view on the\éa;
nadian p?litiéai,atnucture could be characteristic for Dutch ,
1mm;grhn£a only. Other dislikes are tybical‘of'the Christian
Reformed of the Catholic group only. The criticiém otfno sup-
port for Chriastian schoois énd power of the unions was to- be

i)
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expected from the Christian Refdrmed‘group. They carry the

" . .~ burden for the.Christian school and they have their own Chris-

tian labor unions. Strictness of drinking laws is a typical

Catholic criticism. The high score on.lack of social 1egisla-

tion is also typical Catholic. bacause in the Netherlands the

§ o Cgtholic,party is a leader in the field of social legialation-

wﬁgréas the Christian Reformed party takes a more individualise

tig poiﬁt of view. The highér score for superficiality of friend-
- .i ship[for the Catholics might be a sign of a-higher degree of

assimilation and the same couwrts for the score .on weakness of

the family life. The Catholics as a group have more contacts

" with Canadians. Null hypothesis 12 has to be rejected. The

area of. likes shows many similaritias. but. in the area of dis-

llkes there are important differences..The following null hy-

pothesis deals with satisfaction with life in Canada: Null

hypothesis 13 is tested by comparing the degree of satisfac-

tion among the twoyéroups. The majority of the Christian Re-

formed (91%) immigrants is satiatied with life in Cansda, E

—_——

v 6% is undecidad and 3% is disaatisfied. of the Catholics 83%

ig satisfied, 12% undecided and 5% dissatisfied. There is a’

significant relationship for the Christian Raformed group be-

'tween the degree of satisraction and the proportion of best

friends among Dutch immigrants.. mhn-same rélationship is not

significant for the Catholic group, but there {8 a aignificant .

ralationahip ‘between aatisfaction and the proportipn of Cana-

~dian members*’f‘the parish or congregation.for the Catholic

group. There is .no significant_relationship betwﬁbn;&heae,tup

~
~
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variables for the Christian Reformed group. The followiné

tables show the’signif;cant relationships..

TABLE 13 A + RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE DEGREE OF SATISPACTION
AND PROPORTION OF BEST FRIENDS AMONG DUTCH IMMIGRANTS FOR THE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED GROUP (IN %)

R ?ropOrtion of best friends

Degree of satisfaction: Most Some None

Satisfied = 74 18.7 .8

Undecided 2.3 : 8 .8
2.

Dissatisfied i 0 0

.-c.hi-square.ﬂ 11.83' d.f, = hl- P.= =02,
The relationship is significant at .05 level. The same rela-
tionship is not significant for the Catholic group. '

TABLE 13 B sRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE DEGREE OF SATISFACTION
AND THE PROPORTION OF CANADIANS IN THE PARISH COMMUNITY.(IN %)

Proportion of Canadians

Degree of satisfaction: Most Some None

‘Satisfied 6343 17.3 3.1

Undecided 2.1\ 'Z.l . 0
2 1

Dissatisfied

chi-square = 9,705 d.f. = 4; P.=.05

The reiationsé&p is. significant at .05 lavel. There is no
aigniffcani,relationship for the Christian‘Reformed group
between thess variabdlee, |
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These'two teblee confirm the‘reeulte of the previously
discussed area of structural assimilation. The two tables -
indicate that the Christian Reformed group has most of their
contacts within their own group and that these contacts influ-
ence the degree of satisfaction. The Catholice have more con-
tacts with Canadians and there ie.a significant relationship
between. their degree of satisfaction and the number of contacts
with Canadians. There 1s only a slight difference in degree
of satisfaction between the two groups and I will accept null
hypothesis 13. Null hypothesis 14 deals with perception of
status. The hypothesis was teeted‘by comparing the perception
of status before immigration and at present for the'two-groupe.
0f the Christian Reformed group S54% indicates a rise 15 status,
29% stayed at the same level. 9% perceived a loss in status
and 13% did not answer the question. The figures for the Catho-

lic group are 63 for a riee, 25% stayed at the same level,
| 10% perceived a loss and 2% did not anawef the question. I
will accept this null hypothesis because the differencee are
of minor nature. The area of attitude and behavior receptional
asgimilation indicates only minor differences between the two
groups. There is a slight difference in the assimilation ori-
entation and in the area of dislikes 6f Canada and Canadians.
All differences in.this area seem to indicate a slightly higher
degree of agsimilation of the Catholic group.

The final get of null hypotheses deal with the area of
religious commitment of the immigrants and the 1nf1uence of }
religioue commitment upon the assimilation process. Null hypo-
thesis 15 tests the degree of religious commitment of the groupst
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Religious commitment was measured by eatabliahing the impor—

tance - of\religion in the daily 1ife of. the immigrants. Of the
Christian Refo:med group 86% states that most of their beha- |
vior is influenced by religion, anothar 124 states that some
of 1t is and only 2% states that religion does not 1nf1uence
their life. The figures are 43%, 38% and 19% rGSpectively for
the Catholicsg. This nullihyppthasis has to be rejected because
religlon takes a much more important place in the life of the
Christian Reformed immigrants. Null hypothesis i6 deals with
‘informal contacts with persons within the.same religious de-
;nomination. The'cloaeSt friends of 80% of the Christian Refor-
med group belong to the same Churchrwhereas only 66% of the
closest friends of the Catholics belong to the Catholic Church.
Null hypothesis 16 has to be rejected because of the marked
differences between the two groups. There is a significant
relationship for the Christian Reformed group between the
importanceof religion and the number of contacts with other
Dutch immigrants. The relationship is not significant for the
Catholiclgrdup. Table 14, page 78, illustrates this relation-
ship for both groups. Null hypothesis 1? deals with the\place
of religion now as compared with its place befare 1mm1gration.
Religion takes a more important.place at present for 40% of
the Christian Reformed group and for'qniy 17% of the Catholics.
it takes the sanme place,forl53% of the Calvinisfa and 67% of
the Cdtholice, and it has become léss important for 2% of the
Calvinists and ;6% of the Catholics. This nuli hypothesis

‘has to be rejected because there are important differencese.



*10AST $0° 38 jusoTzjudye 8y dTYSUOTIBILI oyl
.Pndoﬂn«:wam,poc 8T :*d f4 = *3°P §11'¢ = equnbse~Tyo .Q:muw 2FTOY3BYD
§o*m*d f4 o *J°p 11g°6 = edenbs~fyo 1dnoad pewroFey WETIBTIYD

4 0 6°S g* 6°01 g°* . J0TABYOQG OU S8edUENTIUT

0 9°1 6°CT  4°2 g*€z  1°g ' JoTAByeq ewWos SeQUeNTFU]I

T 8° 8*91 £°91 L*SZ 169 . I0TABYDq 380W BedUSNTIUT

*y3ep/*Jey* o ..npmp\.mom.o *yiep/* 3oy _ - ~:0ﬂwﬂﬁom
mgoz sWOS 80}

g3uUBIITuwWT yoang Juoure spuefay jo uoyzzodoad

(% NI) SINVYOIWWI HOoInd
DITOHIVD ANV JIWH0J4Z3Y NVIISINHO EHI 404 SINVYOIWWI HOING DNOWY SANZIYA 1838 40
NOTILY0d0dd HHL ANV NOIDITAY 40 FDNVIHOAWI HTHI NIIMIIL JIHSNOILVIZY FHI ¢ 41 cYCAAD



. 79
" The last null hypothesis deals with the degfee of=religioua

commitment and the degree of ashlﬁilation. In order to test
this hypothesis the scores of the highly committed and the
scores of the less committed of each g€roup were compared .

with each other on a number of assimilation variables.

The area of acculturation shows ‘only.slight differences. Of
the highly éommittqd Catholics 82 % use mainly English, and
75% of the less committed group. The figures are 75% for the
highly cémmitted Christian Reformed-and 884 for the less
committed grouf. Thege figures show that the highly committed
Catholics are more assimilated than the less committed group.
and that the highly committed Calvinists are lower in the
degree . of assimilation than the less commltted group.

In the area of membership ofgCanadian organizations we find a
similar pattern. Of the highly épmmitted Cathelicss53% belongs
to one or more Canadian organizations and only 37% of the less
committed belong to such organizations. The figures for the
Christian Reformed group are 25% for the highly committed and
39% for the less cormitted. In the area of informal contacts
we find that 58% of the highly cammitted Catholics have best
friends_who are Dutch immigrants and the.figure is 63%. for the_
less’ committed. Of the Christian Reformed group 78% of the
highly capmitted group have best friends who are Dutch immi-
grants and the figure is 67% for the less committed group.
The highly committed Catholics have the least number of con-
tacts with other Dutch 1m9igrants, and the highly committed
Calvinists have most corftacts with other Dutch 1mm1granta.
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In the area of amalgamation we finﬂvthat both highly com- |
mitted groups score high on preference for a matriago partner.
of the same religion. 0f the highly committed Catholics 84%
- and of the highly committed Calvinists 91% expressed preference.
0f both- leas committed groups 72 % had preference for a partner
of the same religion. The area of gatisfaction shows only small
differences between the four groups. The scores for satisfac-
tion and dissatisfaction are 82% and 1% for the highly com-
mitted Catholics and 83% and 7% for the leas committed. The
S8core for the highly committed Christian Reformed group is
92% and 1%,and 82% ahd‘12% for the less committed group. The
highly committed Catholics have oeah,ahaimilatad to a higher
degree than any of the. other groups according to the above
analyzed assimilation variablea. The highly committed group
of the Christian Reformed has been assimilated the least of
all groups. A high degree of religious commitment Beems to
8peed up the assimilation process for the Catholies and to
glow down the assimilation process for the Christian Reformad
immigrants. I have to reject null hypothesis 18, because there
- are small bat consistent differences between tho highly commit-
ted and less committed immigrants within both groups.
In conclusion we have to state that in the area of religious
commitment there are marked differancea between the two groups.
:The Christian Reformed as a group are more. highly committed -
than the Catholics. and a high degree of commitmant encourages -
aaslmilatxan among the Cetholics and acts as a limiting factor

]

for the Christian Reformed group.

i

]



CHAPTER 9
CONCLUSION

The theoretical propositions have been examined - by tes-

ting the null hypotheses.The rlrst theoretical proposltion
{page 52) has to be accepted because of the evidence prévi-
ded by the first fnurteen null ‘hypotheses. The levels of ac-
culturation (null hypotheaeb 1~2-3). and 1dentifica€ional and
civie assimilation (null hypothesis 10) of the two groups are
very similar, but on the levels of structural assimilation
{null hypotheses b-5-6-7-8), amalgamation (null hypothesis 9),
~ and ﬁttitude and behavior receptional assimilation (null hy-
potheses 11-12-13-14) there are marked gifferences. The Cathe.
lic has been agsimilated to a higher degree than the Christian
Reformed group. The Christian Reformead group has a vast net-
work of of socio-religious organizations, whereas the Catﬁolics
have only a fewltruly ethnic soclo-religious organizations.
In most cases the difrerences in degree of assimilation are
rather small, but the overall plctures leaves no doubt that
the Catholics have been assimilated to a higher degree, es-
pecially in the area of structural assimilation.

The Becond theoretical proposition (page 52) states that
- the higher the degree of religious commitment  the lower the
degree of aééimilatipn for the highly institutionaligzed grohp
andthe higher the degree of assimilation for lessinstitutiona-

lized group. A comparison between the highly committed Christian
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Reformed and catholic iﬁmigrants provides sufficient evidence
to accept this proposi%ion. All null hypotheses iere used

to test this proposition, but egpecially the léét hypothesis
tests this area. The findings indicate slight buf consistent
differences between the the two groups. High commitment leads
to contact with Canadiansg (assimilation into Canadian Society)
for the Catholics and to contact with other Dutch immigrants
(assimilation into Dutch ethno-religious culture) for the
Christian Reformed group. In general we can gstate that the
research data support the theoretical propositions.

The differences between the two groups were often small
and significance tests indicated only a couple significant
relationships between variables used in the 8tudy. The size
of the sample and the distribution of the variables (age at
time of entry. education, period of reaidence, degree of re-
ligious commitment) might have been such that the differences
did not appear to be statistically significant. However, the
overall picture indicates that we are dealing with two dig-
tinet groups. The discussion of the Dﬁtch gocio-religious
structure made glready clear that wWe can not consider Duteh
Calvinists and Catholice ag groups with the same cultural
heritage. The most important differences between the two groups
are the degree of religious commitment and the completeness.
of the ethnic gocio-religious oréanizational network.

The data support the propositions of Gordon (see pages
48-49-50) and of Breton (see pages 50-51-52). Breton has poin-

ted at the importance of religion in the assimilation process -
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and at the importance of the institutional network of an
ethnic community. The Christian Reformed group has a high
degree of institutional completeness and assimilation of the
Christian Reformed immigrants takes place into the Christian
Reformed ethno-religious community. This laads to lsolation
and lack of contacts with the receiving society. Accultura—
tion takes place but assimilation does not take place on
8tructural level. Gordon states that acculturation may take
Place even when none of the other types of assimilation take
place. This study proves that possibility. The Christian Re-
formed group has been acculturated , but 8tructurally they
stay within an ethnic gsocio-religious culture. Gordon,also
states that once structural assimilation takes place all other
forms of assimilation will follow., The processes within the
Cathelic group prove this point. They arrive in Canada and
Join the Canadian Catholic organizations. Organizational par-
ticipation lsads. to assimilation in all other areas.

" In the review of the Dutch emigration patterns I have re-
ferred to the assimilation process of Christian Reformed and
Cétholic Dutch immigrants who settled in Michigan and Wisconsin
during the 19th century. (see pages 23—2&—25 26) The 19th
century Catholic immigranta joined the Ameriecan Catholic Church
and they have been completely assimilated into the American
Catholie culture. They are no longer an ldentiriable group.

The Christian Reformed lmmigrants have been acculturated,

but they continue to exist as a distinct entity in the Ameri-

can Society. The data collected for this 8tudy indicate that
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© & similar proceas is taking plaee in Canada at the present
time. The Cétholic group is rapidly becoming part of the
Canadian Catholic organizational structure. The Christian '
Reformed group on the other hand is Btilllin the process of
building a complete set of institufions. Theyhave alfeadyf

an eiaborate network of organizations and fﬁey are trying

to enlarge their network. At preéent they are trying to

build up the Christian Labor Union Organization in Canada

and they are wérking on the establishment aof a Christian
College affiliated with the University of TLronto. The data
of this study indicate that the Christian Reformed group

has been acculturated to the same extent ag the Catholic group
but structurally they form an independent entity. Most of
thenr formal and informal organigational contacts are within
a Christian Reformed Bub—culture. It seems wrong to call
their structures ®- Dutch ethno-religious sub-culture. The
Dutch cultural aspects do not play an important role. The
Christian Reformed identity is mainly based on religious
convictiona, but it is also true that the large majority of
this group is of Dutch origin. It will be interesting to ob-
serve the development of thig group in Canada. It 18 impossiq‘
ble to predict that the same thing will take place as happen-
ed in the U. S. during the 19tnh century The assimilation
Pprocessis now placed in _an urban technological Boclety and
not in & rural frontier situation. The religious convictions
are faced with foreces of secularism and nmaterialism and it

1

will be interesting to study second and third generation
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Christian Reformed immigrants. Such a study will indicate
whetherlor not the Christian Reformed Church can defend it-
self against the forces of Ssecularism, materialism and the
mass media. The results of this study indicate that among
the Calvinists many more people experienced religious growth
than dig¢ among the Catholics. Of the Calvinists 40% indica-
ted that religion had become more important after migration,
and only 17% of the Catholics indicated a similar growth.
Only 2% of the Calvinists stated that religion takes a less
important place at present and 16% of the Catholies stated
that religion had become less important. The pganizational
gtructure of'thg Christian Reformed Church seems to play a
role in improving the degree of religious commitment,
This opens up a whole new area of. study. Isolation seems
8 necessity for survival of the Chrietian Raformad Chuyreh
as a structural'gaiity.

A comparatiwe.study between second and third generation
Dutch Catholic and Calvinist immigrants will provide answers
to the above stated questions. Catholie immigrants and their
deacendants are rapldly Canadianiged, &both on cultural angd
structural level. The Christian Reformed immigrants are ac-
culturated,but they have their own network.of‘organizationé;
and become a sub-cultural group in the Canadian Society.

In the past the Christian Reformed Church has found ways
(isolation) to preserve itg identity. It has to be seen
whether or not the same de§blopment can take place in g

urbanized technological gsociety.
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University of Windsor
Windsor, Ontario
_ . February, 197]?
JDear Sir/Madam, N | A
,/
We are greatly interested in how néwcomers(to Canada
have ad justed, and we would very much appreciate if you
would help us with our research project on the assimilation
of Dutch immigrants in Optario. -
One of the aims of this study is to find out what relation-
ship exists between immigrant ad justment and religious values.
In order to obtain this infqrmation we are distributing

8 questionneire to a sample of Dutch -people in Ontario.ﬁWQ_gsk

e

the head of 'the family to fill out the enclosed questionnaire, v oe—
Thg’quéstions are easy to answer. In most cases it is sufficient
to check (VM) the appropriate answer. When you are askeg to
;explain your experiences, you are free to use English or buteh.
Use the language which you prefer. o

We think that it will be interesting for yYou to review
your experiencég in Canada.and that you will be able to preovide

{Mgfjuith essential information for this study. We like to
emphasize that your reply is strictly confidential.

When you have completed the questionnaire, mail it in the
envelope which was enclosed for thig purpose. We would appreciate
it if you would do this as Promptly as possible,

We thank you in advance for your co-operation which makes
this study possible.

Yours very truly,

. (:I Ivie woeng on
'l .

J. Graumans

University ‘of Windsor

Sociology. Department
& Windsor;'Onfario.
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Research Project:.Adjustment and Religion of Dutch
Immigrants in Ontario. Spring 1971. /
1.-When did -you arrive in Cahada as an immigrant? year.;...
« 2. Did you have friends or relatlves in Canada before you made
the 'decision to 1mm1grate° . Yes.... Nno.... .
3. How old were you at the time of 1mm1gration° ) years....

4. Before coning to Canada, dld you obtain advice, information
.or assistance from any of the follOW1ng organizations?

.Catholic Central Emigration Foundation (Katholleke ,

Centrale Emigratie Stlchtlng) ceea N
Chrlstlan Emlgratlon Centre (Christelijke Emigratie
. 'Stichting) _ SRR
General Emlgratlon Centre (Algemene Emlgratle
. Centrale) © evee
'Protestant Emlgratlon Foundation (Gereformeefde Emigratie
Stichting, Ger. Art. 31)  emee )
State Labour Office (Gewestelijke Arbeids— 4
bureaus) ‘ ' . cava L.
¢ Other' ’ — Lot - -ool;' L l
‘5. What is-your Citizenship? Dutch cees i
’ * ‘ . C&n@.di&n s e ns
Other -  ....
6. Are ydh living in an urbanr(population over -5000) or in a
rural (population below 5000) .area?  urban ceea
rural - ceen

+ 7. Haw much formal education have you had? - In“Hollahq, In Canada
- Elementary School .

. -« v ee a* e

Some years High School . ceee o Ceaee
High School Degree . ‘ L el T ceas
Some College or University . cees . eeen
- College or University Degree e cenn
8. Marital status? Single | cen
) ' Married to a Dutch spouse caas
‘ ' Marriéd to a Canadian born spouse cena
,J/// ' ' Married to & member of another group  ....
‘ .Wldowed separated or divorced ' ....;\
D u
\ _
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9.
“10.
11.

What was your occQEptlon before 1mm1grat10n°
What is your occupation at the moment 7 . ,

- What were your most important motives for imm1grat10n° Please

LA B B B L N N N

check your three most important motives, indicate first,

and third choice. .
Relatives in Canada

‘ .
Desire to have your own business or ferm

88

se¢pnd

Puture of your children ) .?..
Finacial problems . Tedlee
. Housing problegé ) reea
Unemployment in the Netherlands . fg . ) -;
Feamily problems . e
Religious reasons ‘ : ‘ o~ el
Adventure - Vo ceed

Other reasohjs.(Please specify)...vecenscrecnnsees
12. What is your religious affiliation? Christian Ref. Church ....

-

~ o Reformed Church = ....
Roman Catholic Church .... ..
Other - Tt eees
13. How do your religious beliefs influence your way of life?
‘Religion influences most of my .behavior .
. Religion influences some of my behavior = ....
) Religion does not ‘'influence my behavior < abes
~14. Do you take part in any of the act1v1t1ee or organizations of
‘your Church other than attending serv1ces° yeSBeuewo )+ 1s JR

15. If you take part in any of the activities or organizations of
: your Church, what kind of activities or orgshizations are these9

Serv1ce clubs .... . - Teaching religion vese
Study clubs .... Consistory or Church Board..
Other (Speclﬂ)....-...-..lI...‘..I........l.........‘

16. What plsce does religlqn take in your life now as compared with
the place of religion in your life ‘before you came to Canada? '

Religion has a more 1mportant placenln your 11fe now....‘
Religion has the 5ame place now has it did before csss
Religion has noW a 1ess important place ' vese



17. Do you have children? . YeSe... . NO0eaas ‘ 89

(note. 1f the answer to question 17 is no, continue with
question 22 and skip questions 18, 19, 20 and 21) :

18. If you had a choice, to which type of school would you send .-

your, ch11dren° Christi school esea
Public{school ceee p
: Separate scapol csas i \
- 199 Do ‘you prefer that your children marry a member of the same
religious Denom1nat10n° : yes . .
) ' no preference cena
26. Do you teach your children Dutch? . yea.lu. . b o [0 S
Do you speak Dutch to your children? 'jcs.;.J " NOaeaws

21.What do you think about your children's chances (educational,
occupational and religious) for their future in Canada as
compared with the thances which they would have had in Holland?

The1r chances are better in Canada aven
Their chances are about the same. ....
Their chances are less ,in Canada erse

22. Which of the following organizations are associated with your
re11g1ous Denomination in your area?

Elementary education o sees
. Higher education 1 ' T mess —

‘ i Mass media (newspapers,radlo, etc. ) " eawe

I Service clubs’ L _ ‘ ceee

S Welfare agencies S cees ¢ .

Youth clubs : - ceee .
Credit unions = : ,,,_'
Labor unions . : » ] ) : ' cees
Recreational clubs Coee

23. Thlnking about your closests frlenda, what proportion belongs )
to the same religious Denomination as _you belong to?
T ‘Most of them cene

Some of them eses
None of them ..... - ) : . o

~
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24.

25.

26,

27,

28.

29.

30.

o T . 90
What proportion of your best friends belongs to the following
groups? . . o o .

, most . some . none
Dutch.immigrants ceee veus cons
Born Canadians " ceer 0 seee i eeen .
Other groups  eeee seee’  aees s

Of how many Dutch Canadian clubs are you a member? ...,
How many of these are associated with your Church? ceen
of how'many other (non Dutch Canadian ) clubs are you a
member? ‘ ' - T e
How many of these are associated with your Church? ...,

What proportion of the congregation or parish, of which you
§re 8 member, belongs to the following groups?

‘ , _ most - Some none
Dutch -immigrants cede Tl ceel
Born Canadians C eeee “eee cien
Other groups e ceee cons

When you consider yoﬁr life and job in Canada at the .present,
would you, say that'you are: ; . .
~ Satisfied ceea ‘
Undecided‘ ceen ' ‘ ‘ o

Diahtisfied cnee e

Compared with your status before immigration, do you consider,

that your status at the moment has: Risen Cemee
' ' Remained the same.’,
e " Fallen ceen
Which of the following thrée possibilities do you consider
to be the best in Canada? ‘ —

In the long run it would be best in Canada if all
immigrants gave up their old ways of'acting and thinking
and tried to take on the Canadian way of life as quickly
as they can, . ‘ cels

In the long run it would be best in Canada if all
‘immigrants keep their own way of acting and thinking
and Canadians keep their way of acting and thinking sene

In the long rn it would be best in Cansda if all
immigrants could act and think as Canadians in some ways
and if Canadians could act and think 1ike irmigrants

in some ways so that eventually the differerces between
them‘wouldldisappear. . S * . reean

~ U | C



. Whatylanguage‘do you normally use at home? . » B ?
’l - English only

. : casw - o ' )
’

~
_ Most Engllsh - somg\Dutch - seaw : .
. ' English and’ Dutgh equal C eees
Most Dutch - some Engllsh PR
Dutch o 1y awes

32. To how many En 1sh newspapers and magazlnes do. you L
o subscribe?

33.'To how many -Dutch or 'Dutch Canadian' newspapers and magezines
. do you subscribe? K '

34. Indicate which of the following you read:

. . “Books Maga;ines Newspapers
In English: Regularly cees '
- Once in a while '
Never '

*"sea sem e
* e a0 LI Y ’ . a e s

In Dutch .Regularlﬁ ceve eees cees
, <

. Once in a while
Never' "

35. Would you comment on what you like in particular about Canada
and Canadians. Please .explain,

36, Is there'hométhlng you dislike about Canada and Canadians? ,
If so, please explain. , , _ , L

1



. : 92
37t Do'you think that you as-an_immigrant can coritribute something
special to the Canadian society. If so, Pleaserexplain what

* you can contribute. and how you go about doing -this.

~
t

———

\
. -
38. If you wish to make any further remarks, cbserva ions, .
° questions or additions, please feel free to do so.
R .
ra
~p»

AN

[}
-~

Thanks very much for Jour coroﬁération..
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| Articie 4.
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The following articlaq out of the'cdnstitufion of theIChris—

“tian ‘Emigration Centre wiil‘give-a clear idea of thé philoso-
. phy, goals and means of this type of organization. o

Article 2. ’ o .
Basis, ot , .
The Holy Bible, being the infallible Word of God, is the ba-

8ls of the Christian Emigration Centre; guideline for faith
and life, , a

‘Artlcle 3. ‘
CGoals. ‘o . S i L
8. The Christian Emigration Centre has as its goal ths' pro-
motioh of responsible emigration and it looks after the inte-
rests of emigrants and refugeeas., ' - : !

» In case emigration takes place %o countries where religion
and/or life style differ cqneiderably from ‘the Netherlands
group setilement will be promoted. K T
¢+ In order to achieve the above goals'the Organization can,

L4

mem » S . . ' ) . ‘
.The Christian Emigration,Organization_haa to realize her
goals biq "o ‘ S ‘

&8s Instituting and mainfaining a central office. .

" be Instituting ‘amd maintaining provineial ‘and regional

offices. Added to these offices ara conmittees. of Assistance.
C» Establishing and maintaining contact with ChurcHhes,

-institutions and persons in immigration countried, who deal
© 'with the placement and aftercare of Dutch immigrants,

d. To conduct different activities which guarantee good in-
formation, breparatton and selection of prospective emi-
grants -and promote the succes of the emigrant. T

@+ Other legal means to promote the above.

.
7
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