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Lo ng  befo re any o ne co uld  im ag ine that the Rep ublic o f  Ind o nesia and  the Peo p le 's Re 

p u blic  o f C hina w o uld  reestablish d ip lo m atic relatio ns in A ug ust 1990, the id ea w as co n 

ceiv ed  to  co nv ene a co nference o n the cu ltural heritag e and  the so cial and  eco no m ic ro les o f 

the Ind o nesian C hinese. This id ea w as bro u g ht to  fru itio n in the sy m p o siu m  o n the Ro le o f 

the Ind o nesian C hinese in Shap ing  M o d em  Ind o nesian Life, w hich w as held  at C o rnell U ni

v ersity  in co njunctio n w ith the So utheast A sian Stud ies Sum m er Institute, Ju ly  13-15,1990.

The m o tiv atio n behind  the sy m p o siu m  w as to  analy z e ho w  C hinese cu ltu re, as it w as 

intro d uced  by  C hinese m ig rants thro ug ho ut the centuries, co nv erg ed  w ith Ind o nesian cu l

ture. A ltho ug h in Jav a the C hinese interm arried  w ith the nativ e p eo p le, and  so m e even m ar

ried  into  the no bility  and  co nv erted  to  Islam , and  altho ug h they  w ere p ro fo und ly  influenced  

cu lturally  by  the p eo p les w ith w ho m  they  cam e in co ntact (they  beg an to  sp eak M alay  o r the 

reg io nal lang uag es as nativ es w ithin a few  g eneratio ns), nev ertheless, they  are still lo o ked  

up o n by  the nativ es (pribumi) as a natio nality  ap art. D esp ite the g eneratio ns o f shared  his 

to ry  and  cu ltural exp eriences, the C hinese Ind o nesians also  think o f them selv es as a sep arate 

gro up . W o nd ering  w hy  this sho u ld  be so  and  u nable to  fo rm u late an ad equate answ er to  

th is q u estio n , the o rg an iz ers o f the sy m p o siu m  co m m itted  th em selv es— a "d em o n ic  

co m m itm ent" as Jo hn W o lff p ut it— to  the creatio n o f a p latfo rm  w here C hinese Ind o nesians 

fro m  d ifferent w alks o f life— w riters, film m akers, p o liticians, businessm en, so cial scientists, 

and  histo rians— w o uld  b e g iven the o p p o rtunity  to  air their v iew s o n the issue free fro m  any  

p o litical co nno tatio ns.

The cu ltu ral id entity  and  the p o sitio n o f the C hinese p o p u latio n g ro up  w ithin Ind o ne 

sian so ciety  is a co ntentio us o ne. The masalah Cina (C hinese p ro b lem ) issue has been  ho tly  

d iscussed  w ithin Ind o nesian so ciety  itself  and  has inev itab ly  resu lted  in such cru cial q ues

tio ns as w hether the Ind o nesian C hinese are entitled  to  m aintain their o w n cu ltural id entity  

o r sho u ld  instead  seek integ ratio n o r ev en assim ilatio n into  Ind o nesian culture.
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It w as ev id ently  no t the o rg anizers' intentio n to  carry  o n this d ebate at the sy m p o sium . 

Rather, they  w ished  to  find  o ut ho w  C hinese Ind o nesians ev aluate their p o sitio n and  w hat it 

feels like to  be a C hinese Ind o nesian o r a C hinese in Ind o nesia. W hat m o tiv ates these p eo 

p le? W hat cu ltural heritag e has this hig hly  d iv erse g ro up  d escend ed  fro m  farm ers, trad ers, 

and  co o lies, peranakan o r totok, to  o ffer to  Ind o nesian cu ltu re at larg e?  H o w , w here, and  

w hen has C hinese cu ltural influence transp o sed  into  Ind o nesian cu lture? In o ther w o rd s, it 

w as felt that this m eeting  sho u ld  no t b e  d ev o ted  m erely  to  cu ltu ral affairs bu t sho u ld  also  

d eal w ith existential issues.

It is alm o st m iracu lo u s that d uring  the w ho le co nference, w hich, after all, w as held  in 

the U nited  States, the heartland  o f p o litical science, alm o st no  p o litical questio ns w ere raised  

o r fo recasts g iv en  ab o u t the fu tu re o f Sin o -Ind o nesian  relatio ns. The co n ference m ay  

actu ally  hav e b een  the last larg e acad em ic m eeting  at w hich  the d ifferen t asp ects o f 

Ind o nesian C hinese cu ltu re w ill hav e been d iscussed  in iso latio n fro m  the so -called  "C hina 

facto r." Yet the selectio n o f co nference p ap ers assem b led  in this sp ecial issu e o f Indonesia 

w ill certain ly  co ntrib ute to  fu ture d iscussio ns abo ut the ro le that sho u ld  b e assig ned  to  the 

C hinese Ind o nesians w ithin the renew ed  p o litical, eco no m ic, and  cu ltural relatio ns betw een 

C hina and  Ind o nesia. The p u blic interest d isp lay ed  in the co nference exceed ed  the w ild est 

exp ectatio ns o f  the o rg an iz ers, ev en cau sin g  so m e in itial w o rry  ab o u t ho w  to  ru n a 

co nference w ith a larg e aud ience o f sev eral hund red  p eo p le w ho  clearly  also  w anted  to  hav e 

their say  o n the subject.

In co nsid eratio n  o f the w id e co v erag e receiv ed  in the Ind o nesian p ress, the o rg anizers 

d ecid ed  no t to  p ub lish the co nference p ro ceed ing s in b o o k fo rm , a lo ng , d raw n-o u t p ro ce 

d ure that no rm ally  takes three y ears to  acco m p lish, bu t to  p ersuad e the ed ito rs o f Indonesia 

to  p ub lish a sp ecial issue o n the them e instead . This d ecisio n im p lied  that p ap ers m ust be  

selected  because o f lim ited  sp ace. It also  sad d led  this au tho r w ith a p ro b lem  fo r, altho ug h in 

m y  co nclu d ing  rem arks to  the co nference I co u ld  p hilo so p hize and  elabo rate at w ill abo ut 

so m e o f the m ain issu es that w ere g enerated  d u ring  the d eb ate, it w as c lear that this 

ap p ro ach w o uld  no t d o  here. It w o uld  no t d o  ju stice to  tho se co ntrib uto rs w ho , p erhap s, 

d rew  m o st p u blic interest d uring  the co nference b ut w ho se sp o ntaneo us, intim ate p resenta

tio ns d id  no t lend  them selv es easily  to  p ublicatio n. A s a result, the aim  is to  inco rp o rate, o r 

at least refer to , all p ap ers in the fo llo w ing  o bserv atio ns o n the co nference w itho ut necessar

ily  try ing  to  recap itu late o r sum m arize all that has been  said . I ho p e that in the fo llo w ing  

retro sp ect o f the co nference so m e o f the enthusiasm  that characterized  the w ho le o p eratio n 

w ill b e transm itted .

In  his inau g ural ad d ress abo ut the p o sitio n  o f Ind o nesian C hinese in Ind o nesian life, 

Pro f. W ang  G u ng w u  cam e straig h t to  the p o in t b y  p o sing  the q u estio ns H av e the 

Ind o nesian C hinese p lay ed  an activ e o r p assiv e ro le in shap ing  Ind o nesian life? and  H as 

that ro le  b een  p o sitiv e o r neg ativ e?  In this co ntext he rather d ram atically  p arap hrased  

H am let's w o rd s "to  b e o r no t to  be . . .  a C hinese (in Ind o nesia)." Pro fesso r W ang , w ho  in 

the p ast has co ined  the term  "m erchants w itho ut em p ire" to  d escribe the histo rical C hinese 

p resence in the N any ang , no w  elabo rated  this analy sis fu rther by  referring  to  "w ealth  

w itho ut p o w er." D iscerning  fo ur key  p erio d s o f chang e, he d iscussed  the C hinese p resence 

abro ad  fro m  the era o f the M alay  trad ing  rulers, v ia the zaman kompenie to  the co lo nial state 

and , finally , co ntem p o rary  Ind o nesia. H e o bserv ed  that o v er these fo ur p erio d s the C hinese 

hav e b een  v ery  ad ap tab le and  sensitiv e to  p o litical changes. They  ad ap ted  them selv es w ell 

to  lo cal co nd itio ns and  d ev elo p ed  a g eneral Sino -M alay  cu ltu re o f their o w n. In the p o st- 

1880 p erio d , o ther o p tio ns w ere m ad e av ailable. The C hina facto r becam e m o re im p o rtant as
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a resu lt o f b etter transp o rtatio n, and  in the 1920s, W estern ed u catio n p ro v id ed  "m o d ern  

alternativ es."

W ith  his rem arks o n the China facto r, Pro fesso r W ang  briefly  to uched  up o n the issue o f 

"C hineseness" am o ng  o verseas C hinese, an issue that w as taken fo r g ranted  d uring  the co n 

ference and  no t q u ite  co nceiv ed  as it sho u ld  hav e been, that is, as a recent reinv entio n o f 

trad itio n and  id entity  fo r natio nalist o bjectiv es.

C hinese m o v ing  into  the N any ang  d uring  the M ing  and  Q ing  d y nasties o ften d id  so  to  

escap e the em brace o f p o v erty  and  the p aram o unt p resence o f the m etro p o litan bureau cracy  

in C hin a's so utheastern co astal p ro v inces. This p heno m eno n d id  no t elud e the im p erial 

autho rities, w ho  o utlaw ed  these em ig rants en m asse ag ain and  ag ain thro ug ho ut the sev en 

teenth and  eighteenth centuries.

W hen by  the end  o f the nineteenth century  a tid e o f natio nalistic  feeling  w as m o u nting  

ev ery w here in A sia, the o v erseas C hinese in So utheast A sia co uld  no  lo ng er affo rd  to  shu n 

their ancestral ro o ts and  so ug ht to  renew  their p o litical ties w ith the ho m eland . A s a resu lt, 

the C hina facto r, that is, a d istantly  lo o m ing  China as an ev er-p resent facto r w ithin the b al

ance o f p o w er o f lo cal p o litics, w as intro d uced  into  the So utheast A sian arena. Bu t there 

w ere also  m o v es fro m  the o ther sid e. A p p eals to  the N anyang  C hinese, first by  the M anchu  

g o v ernm ent, then by  ard ent natio nalists like Kang  Yu-w ei o r Sun Yat-sen and , later, by  the 

Rep u blican g o v ernm ent d id  no t fail to  stir a resp o nse. So o n these p atrio tic  feeling s w ere 

co nscio usly  p lay ed  up o n by  C hinese co m m unity  lead ers to  im p ro v e the status o f the ethnic 

C hinese w ithin co lo nial so ciety  itself. Scho o ls w ere established  w here the natio nal lang uag e, 

guoyu, w as taug ht to  H o kkien d ialect sp eakers and  baba w ho  had  fo rg o tten  their m o ther 

to ng ue and  had  alread y  been sp eaking  M alay  fo r g eneratio ns. A s a result o f the teaching  o f 

C hinese cu ltu re and  v alues aro und  the turn o f the century , C hineseness w as "reinv ented " 

by  the o v erseas C hinese, and  no w here w ere the effects o f this reo rientatio n o n the ho m eland  

m o re sw eep ing  than am o ng  the C hinese liv ing  in the N etherland s Ind ies.

Jam es Rush set the scene by  d em o nstrating  ho w , o n the ev e o f the D aw ning  o f  the East, 

p eranakan so ciety  w as em bed d ed  in co lo nial so ciety  by  its lead ers. Surv ey ing  the p o sitio n o f 

C hinese co m m unities w ithin Jav anese  so ciety , the internal stru ctu re o f the co m m unities, 

and  the chang es that they  u nd erw ent as a resu lt o f externally  g enerated  eco no m ic, p o litical, 

and  so cial influences, he fo cused  o n the ro le o f the C hinese co m m unity  lead ers and  their ties 

w ith the co lo nial elite befo re these g reat chang es w ere to  hap p en.

Fo r his analy sis o f the co nfig u ratio n and  the d y nam ics o f the cabang atas relatio nsh ip  

betw een the C hinese elite, the D utch o fficials, and  the p riy ay i elite, Rush has m ainly  d raw n 

o n the archiv al so urces o f the D utch co lo nial ad m inistratio n. Yet, o ne co u ld  also  env isag e 

the p o sitio n o f the C hinese p o p u latio n g ro u p s w ithin co lo nial so ciety  b y  fo cu sing  o n the 

so cial structure o f the C hinese co m m unity  itself and  inquire w hat cu ltural heritag e the C hi

nese m igrants b ro ug ht alo ng  and  w hat cu ltural ballast they  cho se to  leav e behind , as Pro fes

so r W ang  su g g ested  in his intro d ucto ry  sp eech. C o m ing  fro m  a so utheastern C hinese rural 

setting  w ith sev ere eco lo g ical co nstraints and  fierce co m p etitio n betw een the lo cal lineag es, 

they  fo und  th eir w ay  o v erseas v ia these sam e kinship  o rg anizatio ns, m erchant g u ild s, o r 

huiguan.

W hen the orang baru fro m  Fujian o r G u ang d o ng  cam e to  Jav a, all alo ng  the pasisir h e  

fo und  firm ly  em b ed d ed  p eranakan co m m unities w ith a so cio cu ltu ral stru ctu re that, ap art 

fro m  v ario us ad ap tatio ns to  lo cal Jav anese cu lture, d iffered  in o ne im p o rtant resp ect fro m  

the co m m unity  in the ho m e p ro v ince. In C hina, so ciety  w as m ad e up  o f fo ur lay ers acco rd 

ing  to  the C o nfucian hierarchy , w ith the literati o n to p , the m erchants at the bo tto m , and  the



4 Leonard Blusse

farm ers and  artisans in betw een— the so -called  shi-nong-gong-shang relatio nship . In o v erseas 

C hinese so ciety , an up sid e-d o w n reflectio n o f the situatio n in the ho m eland  w as o bserv ed . 

C o n trary  to  the situ atio n  in C hin a, w here literati o f  the lo cal g entry , as ag ents and  

g u ard ians, fu nctio ned  as co m m unity  lead ers and  in term ed iaries betw een the lo cal co m 

m unity  and  the ag ents o f  the m etro p o litan g o v ernm ent, in Jav a, in the absence o f an ed u 

cated  lo cal g entry , the m o st su ccessfu l entrep reneu rs assu m ed  the lead in g  p o sitio n  o f 

kapitein o r majoor.

Instead  o f w itnessing  a so cial elite nurtured  by  C o nfuc ian teaching  to  p lay  its ro le in the 

ritual o f C o nfuc ian bu reaucracy , the p eranakan o f Sem arang  saw  their p aram o u nt p atro ns 

inv o lv ed  in frantic  fig hts fo r tax farm s, su ch  as the o p iu m  m o no p o ly , to  an  extent that 

w o uld  m ake C liffo rd  G eertz 's Balinese co ckfig hters b lush w ith em barrassm ent. C lau d ine 

Salm o n p o rtray ed  later d uring  the co nference ho w  co ntem p o raries p erceiv ed  these auctio ns.

I w o uld  su g g est that it w as th is p articu lar state o f affairs that eng end ered  a p ecu liar 

branch o f "little  trad itio n" cu lture am o ng  the "Peo p le  o f Tang ," as o v erseas C hinese so ciety  

sty led  itself. Free fro m  the all-p erv ad ing  m etro p o litan co nstraints o f C o nfuc ianism , it w as 

rem arkably  o p en to  Jav anese culture.

In  trad itio nal So utheast A sian co lo nial so ciety , p eranakan so ciety  thus functio ned  as a 

safety  v alv e, a p assag ew ay  fo r the new ly  arriv ed  fro m  C hina, a functio n that can scarcely  be 

exag g erated  and  requ ires further stud y . O nly  in m o m ents o f m assiv e im m ig ratio n, w hen 

m o u nting  w av es o f im m ig rants co u ld  no t be abso rbed  by  the trad itio nal so cial netw o rks, 

su ch as the lineag e o rg aniz atio n o r the tem p le o rg anizatio n, as hap p ened , fo r instance, in 

the 1890s, w as p eranakan so ciety  no  lo ng er equal to  its task as a cu ltural m ed iato r.

W hat w o uld  hap p en if  to to k C hinese im m ig rated  en m asse, w itho ut b eing  abso rbed  by  

alread y  existing  p eranakan co m m unities em bed d ed  in lo cal so ciety , becam e m anifest fro m  

the situ atio n  in no rtheastern Su m atra, w hich had  nev er harbo red  a siz able C hinese co m 

m u nity . W hen th e co o lie  lab o rers sw arm ed  o u t fro m  the lab o r co ncentratio n  cam p s, 

eup hem istically  called  p lantatio ns o r tin m ines, they  established  so lid  to to k co m m unities in 

M ed an and  Bang ka. They  ev en alm o st sw am p ed  Jav a's p asisir co m m unities at a m o m ent 

w hen, as Ru sh exp lains, fo r a v ariety  o f reaso ns the p o w er structure o f  p eranakan so ciety  

w as p assing  thro ug h an id entity  crisis.

I v enture these co m m ents to  set o ut the co nd itio ns u nd er w hich, fro m  the turn o f this 

century  o nw ard , C hineseness w as reinv ented  o n Jav a, either thro u g h C hinese ed u catio n 

fro m  the m ainland , w hich enabled  the p eranakan to  by p ass and  d isp arag e Jav anese as w ell 

as p eranakan so ciety , o r by  the D utch lang uag e ed ucatio nal m o d el o f the "H o lland s-C hinese 

scho len ," w hich  eased  the p eranakan elite aw ay  fro m  the Jav anese  cu ltu ral sp here. The 

D utch curricu lum  ev en intro d uced  its o w n brand  o f C o nfucianism  in austere C alv inist g u ise 

into  the lesso ns o n C hinese trad itio nal culture. It is telling  that fro m  the turn o f the century  

m any  ed ucated  p eranakan so ug ht to  exp ress them selv es either in D utch o r in guo yu.

The reco nfirm atio n o f C hineseness w ill no t be elabo rated  further here. It w ill su ffice to  

state that h isto rically  p eranakan so ciety  has fu nctio ned  as a cu ltu ral filter to  Ind o nesian 

so ciety , cushio ning  the im p act fro m  C hinese cu lture, and , o n the o ther hand , has tend ed  to  

abso rb  the cu ltural sho ck fo r the new co m ers.

A  v ariety  o f facto rs, such as the increased  scale o f im m ig ratio n fro m  C hina, the rise o f 

natio nalism  in the C hinese co m m unity , the influx o f C hinese w o m en fro m  the ho m eland , 

resu lting  in a steep  increase in to to k m arriag es, and  finally , the D utch  effo rts in the late 

co lo nial p erio d  to  w ean p eranakan so ciety  fro m  the cu ltural and  p o litical p ro p ag and a o f the
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ho m eland , co ntrib u ted  to  the alienatio n  o f p eranakan so ciety . The ap o th eg m , "C in a 

w urung , Lo nd a d urung , Jaw a tang g u ng " (no  lo ng er a C hinese, no t y et a D utchm an, a half- 

baked  Jav anese) ap p lied  to  Kap itein C ina Tan Jin  Sing  o f Yo g y akarta in 1813, m ig ht ju st as 

w ell hav e been u sed  to  characterize the intellectu al u p p er echelo n o f the p eranakan elite o n 

the ev e o f kemerdekaan. C o lo nial so ciety  w ith its rig id  hierarchy  w as d iv id ed  into  three racial 

lay ers: the w hites and  gelijkgestelden (A sians w ith Euro p ean legal status) o n to p , the Vreemde 
Oosterlingen (Fo reig n O rientals) in the m id d le, the nativ e p eo p les belo w . A s so o n as the 

bro ad  basis o f this so c iety  started  to  shift, the ho use o f card s fell ap art. Esp ecially  tho se C hi

nese Ind o nesians w ho  had  receiv ed  hig her ed ucatio n saw  their career p ro sp ects d im  w hen 

fo r p o litical reaso ns they  had  to  m ake ro o m  fo r p ribum i Ind o nesians. C o nsid ering  the m as

siv e em ig ratio n o f law y ers, eco no m ists, and  m ed ical p ractitio ners o f C hinese ethnicity  fro m  

Ind o nesia to  Eu ro p e and  the U nited  States d uring  the 1950s and  1960s, it m ay  be sensib le to  

realize w hat a trem end o us brain d rain o ccurred  at a m o m ent w hen Ind o nesia need ed  exp er

tise m o st. O ne sho u ld  like to  p arap hrase Lenin: o ne exp ert is w o rth tw enty  natio nalists.

The co nsp icuo u s p resence o f the C hinese in Ind o nesian eco no m ic life fo rm ed  the sub ject 

o f the co ntributio ns by  Jam ie A . C. M ackie and  Yo o n H w an Shin. W hereas M ackie d iscussed  

the chang ing  ro les o f  the C hinese in Ind o nesian eco no m ic life by  co m p aring  the to w kay s, 

m erchants, and  sm all-scale bu sinessm en o f the 1920s w ith the larg e-scale ty co o ns o f  the 

1970s and  1980s, sketching  a d ev elo p m ent fro m  sm all fam ily  firm s to  co rp o ratized  b ig  co n 

g lo m erates, Shin fo cused  o n the relatio nship  betw een the rise o f  b ig  business in Ind o nesia 

d uring  the 1980s and  the d issem inatio n o f new  id eo lo g ies to  su p p o rt the g ro w th o f a new  

natio nal cap italist class. A fter the failure o f the p lanned  eco no m y  (geleide) ap p ro ach and  the 

p rib u m i-o riented  eco no m ic p o lic ies fo r eco no m ic d ev elo p m ent, the g o v ernm ent has no w  

cho sen to  d ep end  o n p riv ate inv estm ent and  initiativ es. W hy  C hinese Ind o nesians are such 

su ccessfu l entrep reneu rs rem ained  so m ew hat o bscured . Shin m aintained  that ethnic  C hi

nese  Ind o nesians, thro u g h th eir ties w ith internatio nal bankin g  interests and  in flu ential 

p o liticians, hav e carv ed  a niche fo r them selv es in the new  cap italist class. M ackie arg ued  

that C hinese b u sinessm en ind eed  hav e m anag ed  to  o b tain help  and  facilities o f v ario u s 

kind s fro m  state instrum entalities in the nam e o f p ro m o ting  natio nal d ev elo p m ent, b u t he 

ad d ed  that behav io ral and  cu ltural facto rs sho u ld  no t be d ism issed  either.

"Fo rces That H av e Shap ed  M y  C reativ e Life" w as the title  o f the in fo rm al talk  that 

d ram atist and  critic  N. Riantiam o  w as sched uled  to  g iv e d uring  the ev ening  sessio n  o f the 

first d ay . Riantiam o  said  he w as hap p y  to  hav e been inv ited  bu t felt q u ite p u zz led  ab o ut 

w hat he sho u ld  talk  abo ut. H e d id  no t feel he w as a C hinese, but rather an Ind o nesian fro m  

C irebo n say ing  "A ll I kno w , as fo und er o f Ko m a theater, abo ut the C hinese in Ind o nesia is 

that there are lo ts o f rich C hinese aro und  bu t few  w ho  w ant to  sp o nso r m y  p ro d u ctio ns." 

Q uestio ns as to  w hether he felt him self to  be kasno (a p erso n w ho  hid es his C hineseness) o r 

kirno (a p erso n w ho  d enies his C hineseness) he d eem ed  irrelev ant, "W hat o ne creates is 

w hat co unts."

A s it turned  o ut, no ne o f Riantiam o 's p lay s excep t o ne, Sampek Engtay, had  any  C hinese 

cu ltural ro o ts. To  his surp rise, Sampek Engtay d rew  sizeable cro w d s o f C hinese Ind o nesians 

w herev er it w as p erfo rm ed . O ccasio nally , he ev en had  no ticed  p eo p le am o ng  the aud ience 

w ho  had  d ressed  fo r the o ccasio n in trad itio nal C hinese clo thes. A ll this so m ew hat bew il

d ered  the d ram atist, w ho  "ju st w anted  to  co ncentrate o n m aking  Ind o nesian theater."

H o w  d o  C hinese-Ind o nesian bu sinessm en exp erience their o w n functio n in Ind o nesian 

so ciety ? The g allery  o f em inent entrep reneurs w ho  to o k the flo o r in the m o rning  sessio n o f 

the seco nd  d ay  o f the sy m p o sium  each p resented  tales o f his o w n career, w hich g enerally
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bo re o ut M ackie 's o bserv atio ns o n the g ro w th o f co ng lo m erates and  Sh in 's rem arks o n the 

g ro w th o f a cap italist elite.

The p anel o n C hinese in Business and  Po litics w as o p ened  by  C hristianto  W ibiso no  w ith 

a sho rt talk o n the p ro file and  anato m y  o f Ind o nesian co ng lo m erates. H av ing  categ o rized  

the co ng lo m erates into  state-o w ned , bu reaucratic (set u p  by  fo rm er o fficials), cro ny  cap ital

ist (fo rm ed  o n the basis o f sp ecial licensing  and  fav o rs), and  the co ng lo m erates o f the g en 

u ine p riv ate  secto r, W ib iso no  felt that the relativ e w eig ht o f  Sino -Ind o nesian  bu siness 

w ithin the Ind o nesian eco no m y  m ig ht be the d irect resu lt o f the g o v ernm ent's reliance o n 

the p riv ate secto r fo r d ev elo p m ent. This p o licy  has enco urag ed  C hinese inv estm ent fro m  

Sing ap o re, Taiw an, and  H o ng ko ng  by  w ay  o f the Sino -Ind o nesian co ng lo m erates.

M o chtar Riad y , head  o f the Lip p o  Bank and  the Bank o f C entral A sia co nv ey ed  his m es

sag e to  the co nference thro ug h clo se friend  and  asso ciate, M r. Priasm o ro  Praw iro ard jo . The 

p ap er beg an by  stating  that C o nfucianism  acted  as a brake o n d ev elo p m ent bu t no netheless 

w ent o n to  em p hasize that the sag e's tenets m ig ht b e  ap p lied  as a "m o ral co d e o f  m aterialist 

en jo y m ent." The late H erm an Kahn, the hig h p riest o f neo -C o nfucianism  fo r business p u r

p o ses, w o uld  hav e heartily  co ncurred  w ith this latter o bserv atio n. Perhap s the m o st striking  

p o int o f the p ap er w as that it w as read  by  a Jav anese, w ho  stressed  that he had  a lo t in 

co m m o n w ith the autho r: "Riad y  and  I are clo se in age. I am  fifty -eig ht; he is sixty . H e o w ns 

the bank; I w o rk th e re . . .  that is the o nly  d ifference." This m ultiethnic v eneer no tw ithstand 

ing , the p ap er itself  w as a Sino -centric exercise in entrep reneu rial p hilo so p hy  stressing  the 

need  fo r the (C hinese) p riv ate secto r to  take the initiativ e in so lv ing  p ro b lem s the Ind o ne 

sian g o v ernm ent canno t g rap p le w ith.

Ed w ard  So ery ad jay a, in his p erso nal, m atter-o f-fact sty le, g av e the g reatest insig ht into  

w hat m akes the p eranakan entrep reneu r's heart beat. Exp laining  that his w as no t exactly  a 

"fro m  rag s to  rich es" sto ry  b ecau se  his father, W illiam  So ery ad jay a, head  o f the A stra 

G ro up , the seco nd  larg est co ng lo m erate in Ind o nesia, had  enabled  him  to  set up  a bu siness 

o f his o w n w ith a lo an o f "o n ly  a m illio n d o llars," he d escrib ed  ho w  he bu ilt his o w n co n 

g lo m erate in the sev enties and  eighties and  d w elled  at leng th o n the extrao rd inary  co ntract 

that his bank, the Sum m a Bank, has recently  sig ned  w ith the N ahd latu l U lam a (N U) o rg ani

zatio n. W hen p ro d d ed  abo ut the ratio nale und erly ing  this u nusual co llabo ratio n betw een a 

C atho lic  cap italist and  a fu nd am entalist Islam ic  o rg anizatio n, So ery ad jay a reto rted  that he 

had  no t so u g ht the relatio nsh ip  him self, b u t o n the co ntrary , it w as he w ho  had  been 

ap p ro ached  by  A bd urrahm an W ahid , a hig h-ranked  u lam a. Fro m  his o w n p o int o f  v iew , 

So ery ad jay a saw  the d eal as p urely  co m m ercial. The latest Janu ary  1990 requ irem ents o f the 

D ereg u latio n  Packag e stip u late that all p riv ate b anks sho u ld  set asid e 20 p ercent o f their 

lo an p o rtfo lio s fo r sm all bu sinesses and  ru ral and  co o p erativ e lo ans. Presented  w ith the 

o p p o rtunity  fo r establishing  w hat co uld  p o ssib ly  am o unt to  so m e tw o  tho usand  rural banks 

in co nju nctio n w ith the N U, he saw  his d ilem m a o f ho w  to  reach eno ug h custo m ers to  attain 

the 20 p ercent m in im u m  lev el and  thus co m p ly  w ith  the g o v ernm ent reg u latio ns no w  

au to m atically  so lv ed .

Reg ard ing  q u estio ns abo ut his p eranakan backg ro und , So ery ad jay a saw  no  reaso n to  

hid e that in m aking  a career in business it m ig ht be qu ite co nv enient to  lo o k C hinese, even 

tho ug h he feels 100 p ercent Ind o nesian. H e co nfessed  that he w o uld  no t ev en be ab le to  tell 

fro m  w hich v illag e his C hinese ancesto r cam e fiv e g eneratio ns ag o , and  frankly , he co u ld  

no t care less. H e also  ad d ed  that he had  m arried  o utsid e his o w n co m m unity  by  w ed d ing  a 

Su nd anese w o m an. So ery ad jay a's co ntribu tio n w as m u ch ap p reciated  becau se o f its frank 

p resentatio n and  utterly  co m m o nsense ap p ro ach.



A Conference in Retrospect 7

H arry  Tjan Silalahi, fo rm er secretary  g eneral o f  the Ro m an C atho lic  p arty  and  no w  

d irecto r o f the C enter fo r Strateg ic and  Internatio nal Stud ies (CSIS) o nly  m arg inally  to uched  

o n the relatio nship  betw een p o litics and  bu siness, exp and ing  instead  o n his o w n p o litical 

career and  the issu e o f  natio n build ing . H e m aintained  that attem p ts to  p reserv e the (ethnic) 

C hinese p o p u latio n  g ro up  as a suku m ig ht actually  end ang er the p ro cess o f Ind o nesian 

natio n bu ild ing ; "C hin eseness" sho u ld  g rad ually  d isap p ear and  m erg e into  the Ind o nesian 

natio nal cu lture. H e elabo rated  o n this them e fu rther by  exp laining  w hat p o litical ev ents in 

the p ast had  d riv en  him  to  p lay  a lead ing  ro le  in the assimilasi m o v em ent. Raised  as a 

d ev o u t C ath o lic  p eranakan in  a Jav anese env iro nm ent, rec ip ient o f a D utch  lang u ag e 

ed ucatio n, and  ad o p ted  into  a Batak fam ily , he feels h im self  a child  o f  sev eral w o rld s. H e 

cho se a p o litical career because he saw  it as his p erso nal resp o nsib ility  to  act as a b eaco n fo r 

tho se C hinese Ind o nesians w ho  hav e felt u tterly  lo st since the p o litical u p heav als o f the 

1960s. Silalah i's p lea fo r assim ilatio n , o f  co u rse, had  a fam iliar ring  to  tho se  w ho  hav e 

kno w n him  as a p o litician o v er the p ast tw enty -fiv e years. A t this co ng ress it so und ed  like a 

d eclaratio n o f faith  m ixed  w ith an oratio pro domo.

The assim ilasi v ersus integrasi d isp ute b lazed  u p  that sam e afterno o n w hen D aniel Lev  

p resented  a p ap er abo ut his friend , the late hum an rig hts law y er Yap  Thiam  H ien , a p resen 

tatio n so  extrao rd inarily  w ell tuned  to  the co ncep tu al w o rld  o f Yap  that, at tim es, it b o r

d ered  o n being  a p erso nificatio n o f the m ain character, esp ecially  w hen co untered  by  H arry  

Tjan 's co m m ents. If  fo r the Lev -Silalahi d uo , jud g ing  fro m  their p erfo rm ance, a b rig ht fu ture 

in sho w  bu siness is in sto re, the u nd erto ne o f their qu ick-w itted  exchang es d ealt w ith  an 

extrem ely  serio u s existentialist issue: Fo r the sake o f so lv ing  ethnic tensio n sho u ld  the C hi

nese unco nd itio nally  g ive up  their o w n cu ltural id entity  to  fad e aw ay  in the p ribum i m ajo r

ity  cu lture, as Tjan w o uld  sug g est, o r has the tim e co m e fo r iro ning  o ut ethnic d ifferences 

and  reaching  a g eneral co nsensu s o n cu ltu ral m atters, rend ering  it u nnecessary  fo r this 

m ino rity  to  sacrifice its id entity  and  ev en relig io n fo r the sake o f surv iv al? The d ilem m a is 

v iv id ly  p o rtray ed  by  the d ifferent w ay s in w hich H arry  Tjan and  Yap  Thiam  H ien each hav e 

attem p ted  to  serv e the need s o f their fello w  m en. In m any  w ay s Tjan, the C atho lic  lo o king  

after his flo ck, rep resents the trad itio nal co m m unity  lead er, alw ay s co gnizant o f the g ro u p 's 

acute need s fo r p ro tectio n o r assistance, bend ing  like resilient bam bo o  in tim es o f hard ship .

Y ap  Thiam  H ien, o n the o ther hand , d id  no t feel the need  to  stand  u p  fo r the C hinese 

co m m u nity  p er se  b u t felt called  up o n to  d efend  ind iv id uals w ho  su ffered  u n fair leg al 

treatm ent. H is u ny ield ing  stance, ro o ted  in his C alv inist backg ro u nd  and  leg al training , 

m ig ht be likened  to  a so litary  o ak tree ancho red  by  the Bib le and  the Burgerlijk Wetboek. The 

questio n o f  hum an rig hts as such w as hard ly  to uched  up o n d uring  the co nference— W illiam  

Skinner w ent as far as to  co m p lain o f a "co nsp iracy  o f silence ." I b eliev e, ho w ev er, that 

Lev 's ap p ro ach to  the life and  tim es o f Yap  Thiam  H ien actually  cam e to  grip s w ith the issue 

in a m uch m o re su btle m anner than had  o therw ise been p o ssib le. A s Lev  p o inted  o ut, Yap  

Thiam  H ien 's career w ent thro ugh d ifferent stages. A t the o utset fu lly  co nscio us o f his o w n 

p eranakan id entity , he becam e g rad ually  less co ncerned  abo ut ethnicity . H e w as no t ag ainst 

p erso nal assim ilatio n as such bu t ag ainst the fo rced  assim ilatio n o f a g ro up . These co ncerns 

actually  m ad e him  transcend  the bo und s o f the C hinese co m m unity .

In  this resp ect, it is rather telling  that m o st o f the v erbal d isp ute abo ut the assim ilatio n o r 

integ ratio n issue is g o ing  o n w ithin the g eneratio n o f D utch lang uag e trained  C hinese Ind o 

nesians w ho  are  o v er fifty  y ears o ld . By  a strang e iro ny  o f fate , the D utch, w ho  o v er the 

y ears hav e o b tained  a rep utatio n fo r their o v erleg alistic  behav io r in p o litical m atters and  are 

rightly  criticized  o n that acco unt, alm o st see them selv es o utd o ne by  their o w n d iscip les, Yap  

Thiam  H ien no t exclud ed . If this m an o f  p rincip les, w ho  w as so  v iv id ly  and  co nv incing ly
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p o rtray ed  by  D an Lev  d uring  the co nference, had  p o ssessed  the freckled  face o f a Frisian— a 

p articu larly  head stro ng  race eclip sing  ev en the Sco ts— he m ight hav e g o ne unno ticed  in this 

au tho r's ho m e co untry .

H o w  the d iscussio n o ccasio nally  bo rd ers o n p etty  b ickering  abo ut labels becam e clear o n 

the last d ay  o f the co nference w hen a heated  arg um ent d ev elo p ed  o n the term  Cina, w hich 

the g o v ernm ent has ad o p ted  to  ad d ress the C hinese m ino rity . Sev eral p articip ants held  the 

o p inio n that this w as a hu m iliating  label and  p referred  to  be d esig nated  as orang Tionghoa. 
Q u ite u nd erstand ably , o ne m em b er o f the aud ience, a Batak w ho  briefly  fell o ut o f her ro le 

as a rad io  rep o rter, w o nd ered  alo ud  w hat all the b ickering  w as abo ut. Raised  am id st the 

C hinese o f M ed an, she asked  w hether the latter sho u ld  no t first sto p  referring  to  p rib um i 

Ind o nesians as hoanna (barbarians) befo re starting  to  co m p lain abo ut d iscrim inato ry  labeling  

by  the g o v ernm ent.

It is tim e that scho larship  cam e to  g rip s w ith the artificial g arm ents o f  C hineseness, rip s 

them  o ff, and  o bserv es the ed ucatio nal sy stem s that hav e shap ed  and  transfo rm ed  the o ut

lo o k o f the p eranakan elite. The o nly  w ay  in w hich the C hinese o f the N etherland s Ind ies 

co uld  escap e fro m  the co lo nial situatio n w as to  w alk the highw ay  o f hig her ed ucatio n, and  if  

C hinese stud ents, u p o n hav ing  D utch acad em ic  ed u catio n, fo und  m o st alley s b lo cked  in 

p o st-liberatio n Ind o nesia, this exp lains m uch o f the frustratio n reig ning  in tho se circles.

W hat w o uld  seem  to  be o f p rim e im p o rtance in so lv ing  ethnic frictio n is to  gain a b etter 

und erstand ing  o f the p ercep tio n o f d ifference that und erlies ethnicity , a d ifference that is the 

result o f  the so cio p o litical histo ry  o f a so ciety . The SEA SSI co nference, w hich ad d ressed  p ar

ticu lar features and  co ntribu tio ns o f Ind o nesian C hinese cu lture, m ay  ind eed  co ntrib ute to  

such a b etter und erstand ing . The p ercep tio n o f d ifference in the cu ltu ral sp here sho u ld , 

ho w ev er, hav e a m eaning  o ther than the o ne so m e p ro m inent m em b ers o f the au d ience 

w o uld  hav e liked  to  ap p ly  to  it. O ne o f the p articip ants, fo r the p ractical p urp o se o f so lv ing  

the assim ilatio n p ro blem  o nce and  fo r all, p ro p o sed  d iv id ing  the fo ur m illio n  o r so  Ind o ne 

sians o f  C hinese d escent into  brackets v ary ing  fro m  tho se w ho  are so  w ell assim ilated  that 

they  can  no  lo ng er b e  d isting u ished  fro m  p rib u m i, tho se w ho  are in the p ro cess o f  being  

assim ilated , and  the hard  co re w ho  still sp eak C hinese and  cling  to  their o w n cu ltural v alues 

and  aw ait assim ilatio n by  "p ersu asio n ," to  so lv e the m asalah Cina.

This ap p ro ach, ho w ev er fu nctio nal it m ay  seem  fro m  the p o int o f  v iew  o f the ad m inis

trato r, w ho  d eriv es p leasure fro m  so cial eng ineering  and  the ap p licatio n o f g rid s o n so ciety , 

w o uld  seem  in the final analy sis to  b e u tterly  u nrealistic  b ecau se  it co ncep tu aliz es the 

C hinese p resence in Ind o nesia as an internal p ro blem , an issue that can be iso lated  and  d ealt 

w ith p ro p erly .

In the d ecad e after 1965, w hen relatio ns w ith the Peo p le 's Rep ublic o f C hina w ere inter

rup ted  and  the PRC  itself  w as in turm o il, the d elu sio n that the C hinese p ro b lem  co u ld  be 

so lv ed  in iso latio n fro m  the internatio nal co ntext to o k ro o t in Ind o nesia. This w as no t o nly  

w ishfu l thinking , it also  w as, h isto rically  sp eaking , a fallacy , fo r Ind o nesia w as no t and  

nev er w ill b e a clo sed  so ciety . Fro m  tim e im m em o rial, C hinese m ig rants hav e co m e to  the 

N any ang  in search o f  b etter o p p o rtunities. They  w ill alw ay s co ntinu e to  d o  so , ev en m o re as 

C hina aim s fo r an exp o rt m arket and  Ind o nesia o p ens further to  the w o rld  m arket.

It sho u ld  b e u nd ersto o d  that the p ercep tio n o f ho w  d ifferences co m e abo ut betw een 

ethnic g ro up s calls fo r a m ultid iscip linary  ap p ro ach. Resentm ent betw een g ro up s m ay  cry s

tallize alo ng  lines o f relig io n, lang uag e, o r d ifferences in p hy sical ap p earance. These antip a

thetic feeling s can easily  d ev elo p  into  d eep -ro o ted  p assio ns. Fro m  this p ersp ectiv e it is clear 

that the assim ilasi p o licy , w ith its call to  aband o n C hinese nam es and  ad o p t Ind o nesian
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o nes instead , really  m ay  hav e been u sed  as a d efense m echanism  to  co ntro l and  d efu se 

p assio ns. A t the ro o t o f the co nfusio n o f to ng ues abo ut assim ilasi and  integ rasi is that so m e 

p eo p le q u ite m istaken ly  see the assim ilatio n  p o licy  as an end  instead  o f as a m eans fo r 

so lv ing  a d ilem m a.

The m o o t questio n, ho w ev er, rem ains ho w  p assio ns w ithin a so c iety  can b e red uced  in 

the lo ng  run w ithin  the kind  o f flu id  so ciety  that co ntem p o rary  Ind o nesia has beco m e. In 

Ind o nesian so ciety , w ith its o v erlap p ing  and  interlo cking / interests insid e and  o u tsid e the 

co untry , it rem ains fo r the natio n to  m o v e to  a p lural so lutio n and  reach co nsensu s o n the 

ethnic issues. A  o ne-w ay  actio n aim ed  at the m o re o r less co erc iv e lo ss o f cu ltural and  ev en 

relig io u s id entity  is a terrify ing  trap , as o ne o f  the co m m entato rs, C harles H irschm an, 

p o inted  o ut. It w as ind eed  in G erm any , w here the Jew ish m id d le class w as m o st co nscio usly  

seeking  to  assim ilate w ithin G erm an natio nho o d , that shoah o ccurred .

D aniel D hakid ae 's o bserv atio n that Ind o nesia's new sp ap ers seem  to  b e aim ed  at exp lo it

ing  "hu m an interest sto ries" rather than acting  as v ehicles o f chang e w as interesting  in itself, 

bu t the fo cu s o f his p ap er rem ained  v ery  m uch o n to d ay 's situ atio n , and  there w as ev ery  

reaso n that o ne w o uld  hav e liked  him  to  d iscuss the histo ry  o f the C hinese-M alay  lang u ag e 

p ap ers, like Sin Po, w hich w ere w ithd raw n fro m  circu latio n . O ng ho kham  ad d ressed  the 

questio n o f w hat im p act id eo lo g ies abo ut the C hinese m ay  hav e o n co ntem p o rary  Ind o nesia 

and  so u g ht "to  b rin g  o ut the realities o f  C hineseness w ithin  the p resent d ay  (Jav anese) 

p atrim o nial state and  so ciety ." In  d o ing  so , he fo cused  o n inner- and  o uter-g ro up  co ncep ts 

so  charac teristic  o f trad itio nal so cieties. A s an exam p le, he allu d ed  to  stereo ty p es that are 

co m m o nly  co nnected  to  su ccessfu l C hin ese m erchants, su ch  as b e lie f  in tuyul sp irits, 

"ch ild ren  w ho  are no t hum an being s and  w ho  steal fo r the m erchant to  m ake him  rich ." 

Ev en m o re fearso m e sp irits are the babi-pepet. Im p ishly  rubbing  his cranium , O ng  d escribed  

tu y u l as sto cky , b ald -h ead ed  creatu res, d raw in g  a m u rm u r o f reco g n itio n  fro m  the 

aud ience.

M akers o f p o licy  tend  to  carry  o ut rem ed ial actio n in ethnic co nflicts by  d raw ing  o n the 

results o f the so cio lo g ical stud y  o f ethnic relatio ns. Ev en if  this kno w led g e is acq u ired  w ith 

the p ractical aim  o f influencing  p o licy , it sho u ld  b e rem em bered  that it relies heav ily  o n 

scho larly  research in the cu ltural and  histo rical field s, w hich is g enerally  carried  o ut fo r its 

o w n sake. The co ntrib utio ns o f  H enk M aier o n the M alay  lang uag e p o lic ies o f  the D utch 

co lo nial g o v ernm ent, C laud ine Salm o n o n C hinese-M alay  syair, M y ra Sid harta o n the p er

cep tio n o f the D utch in Sino -M alay  no v els and  D ed e O eto m o  o n v ernacu lar sp o ken in the 

cities o f Jav a, stig m atized  "lo w  M alay ," all sho w  ho w  m uch p ath-breaking  and  im p o rtant 

w o rk can b e  d o ne o n p eranakan histo ry  and  literature.

In  Ind o nesian  stu d ies, o ne o f the g reat d ev elo p m ents o f the p ast few  y ears is the 

(re)d isco v ery  o f C hinese-M alay  literature and  the p io neering  fu nctio n it has p erfo rm ed  in 

the d ev elo p m ent o f m o d em  Ind o nesian literature. The Sino -M alay  no v el em erg ed  fro m  the 

1870s o nw ard , p aralleling  the establishm ent o f the first C hinese-o w ned  p rinting  p resses. 

W hen the D utch co lo nial ad m inistratio n m eant bu siness by  establishing  a m ass-o riented  

ed ucatio nal sy stem , it intro d uced  its o w n brand  o f natio nal "c iv iliz ed " stand ard  M alay  and  

saw  to  it that this w as used  in all textbo o ks and  the Balai Po estaka literature. In  h is p ap er, 

H enk M aier co nv incing ly  sho w ed  ho w  no  effo rts w ere sp ared  to  extirp ate the "lo w  M alay  

literature," w hich w as seen as a m enace to  the illiteracy  cam p aig ns. This d ebate is no t w ith 

o ut p reced ent. A s early  as the sev enteenth century , the D utch g av e co nsid erable attentio n to  

the translatio n o f b ib lical texts and  w hether these sho u ld  b e rend ered  into  "h ig h " o r " lo w " 

M alay . In that instance, hig h M alay  w as also  cho sen.
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W hat p rinted  C hinese-M alay  literature lo o ked  like in its early  p hase w as illu strated  by  

C laud ine Salm o n in her p ap er o n an 1890s p o em  in w hich the p ro ceed ings o f an  o p ium  farm  

au ctio n are rid icu led . A s Bened ict A nd erso n co m m ented , the d ev elo p m ent-o riented  p o licies 

o f the co lo nial ad m inistratio n  w ent hand -in -hand  w ith "cu ltu ral p o lic in g " to  d am p en the 

scand aliz ing  and  alarm ing  asp ects o f a nativ e g o ssip -rid d en m ass p ress that it fo und  d iffi

cu lt to  co ntro l. Furtherm o re, he d rew  attentio n to  the fact that the m o cking  to ne o f C laud ine 

Salm o n 's sy air and  o f the m any  "fu n -p o kin g " no v els cited  by  M y ra Sid harta sho u ld  no t be  

seen  exc lu siv ely  as a C hinese-M alay  feature in  Ind o nesian literature. They  w ere actually  

p art o f a m uch bro ad er p heno m eno n thro ug ho ut Ind o nesian literature aim ed  at m aking  fun 

o f the co lo nial autho rities w ith their p o nd ero us "w hite  m an 's b u rd en."

The im p o rtance  o f  all these p ap ers, inc lu d ing  D ed e O eto m o 's, is that they  sho w  ho w  

p eranakan M alay , p eranakan literature, and  the p eranakan fram e o f m ind  su ffered  the m er

c iless o nslau g ht o f co lo nial bureau cracy , w hich  p erceiv ed  in them  a p o ssib le m enace to  the 

state-bu ild ing  p ro cess. Ind eed , there is no thing  new  u nd er the sun!

In  the final sessio n o f the co nference a balance w as struck am o ng  the cu ltu ral, eco no m ic, 

and  p o litical p o lic ies that hav e been im p lem ented  by  the state  to  so lv e the m asalah C ina. 

M ely  Tan and  Leo  Su ry ad inata ind ep end ently  p ro d uced  tw o  p ap ers o n basically  the sam e 

them e: Ind o nesian  p o lic ies to w ard  the C hinese and  the C hinese  resp o nse to w ard  these  

p o licies. M ely  Tan o utlined  ho w  C hinese lang uag e ed ucatio n, the use o f C hinese characters, 

the d isp lay  o f C hinese cu ltural elem ents, and  the p u blic w o rship  o f C hinese relig io ns w ere 

banned  in 1967. She sho w ed  ho w  these d raco nic  m easu res p ro v o ked  d ifferent resp o nses 

fro m  th e C hin ese ethnic  g ro u p s, v ary in g  fro m  in teg ratio n  m o v em ents to  assim ilatio n  

m o v em ents. But w hat interested  her m o st w as ho w  the p o st-1967 ed u cated  g eneratio ns o f 

C hinese Ind o nesians lo o k at interm arriag e and  ho w  their lang uag e p atterns and  u se hav e 

altered  as a resu lt o f  the ed ucatio nal p o licies.

Leo  Su ry ad inata d w elled  o n so m e o f the p arad o xical effects o f the 1967 reg u latio ns. In 

the N ew  O rd er era, the eco no m ic strateg ies aim ed  at red ucing  the eco no m ic  streng th o f the 

C hinese actually  fav o red  them , w hereas the requ irem ent that all Ind o nesians belo ng  to  an 

o rg anized  relig io n  resu lted  in the establishm ent o f new  relig io ns su ch  as the "C o nfu cian 

relig io n ," agama Khonghucu. C hinese w ho  w ere p ersuad ed  to  ad o p t Ind o nesian nam es d id  so  

but o ften m ad e su re that their o rig inal C hinese su rnam es co uld  still be  reco g nized .

If  the reg u latio ns aim ed  at elim inating  C hinese cu ltural and  relig io us id entity  hav e p ro 

v o ked  co untereffects and  by p asses, the lang u ag e p o lic ies seem  to  hav e reap ed  results. The 

y o u ng er C hinese g eneratio n sp eaks and , w hat is m o re im p o rtant, thinks in the Ind o nesian 

lang uag e. It is w ithin this co ntext that the red isco v ery  o f M alay -lang uag e p eranakan cu lture 

sho u ld  b e o f current interest.

A s the co nference neared  its end  realizatio n d aw ned  that, altho ug h the initial questio ns 

o f the o rg anizers p erhap s had  no t all been satisfacto rily  answ ered , p articip ants had  at least 

g ained  new  insig ht into  the co m p lexities o f the stud y  o f p eranakan so ciety . This reco g nitio n 

p ro m p ted  the fo llo w ing  o bserv atio ns.

Befo re the g reat clearing -up  o f p eranakan cu lture b y  the D utch and  Ind o nesian bureau 

cratic  ad m in istratio ns su ccessiv ely  reaches the stag e o f  m o p p ing -u p  the last rem aining  

v estig es, w ay s and  m eans sho u ld  be fo und  to  stud y  th is u niq u e cu ltu ral sp here that is 

equally  at the center and  the p erip hery  o f Ind o nesian cu lture. The call is no t fo r an antiquar

ian quest fo r an id ealized  so ciety  bu t fo r p ro fo und  research into  the d y nam ics and  co nfig u 

ratio ns o f C hinese co m m unities em bed d ed  in Ind o nesian cu ltures.
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A s a scho lar w ith a cause bu t w itho ut p o litical asp iratio ns o ne sho u ld  no t o nly  search fo r 

and  analy ze rare m anuscrip ts and  bo o ks bu t sho uld  also  fo cus o n the institutio nal effects the 

C hinese ed u catio nal sy stem , the D utch co lo nial scho o l sy stem , and  finally , the Ind o nesian  

ed ucatio nal sy stem  hav e had  o n refo rm ing , o r d raw ing  a v eil o v er p eranakan cu lture. The 

stud y  o f p eranakan cu lture ind eed  d eserv es far m o re. It asks fo r d ig nified  treatm ent by  the 

natio nal and  lo cal g o v ernm ents o f h isto rical sites, ev en if  o nly  as a rem ind er o f a C hinese 

p resence o n Jav a and  o ther island s. M o st m o nu m ents o f p eranakan arch itectu re  are 

d estro y ed  by  ig no rance rather than by  co ncerted  actio n. This au tho r d o es no t believ e in the 

co nsp iracy  o f the state in this resp ect. Yet it has alw ay s seem ed  rather curio us that a m o nu 

m ent like the larg e sto ne slab  o f the C hinese ho sp ital o f  Batav ia, w hich d ates b ack  to  the 

eig hteenth century  and  states the nam es o f all the C hinese bo ard  m em bers o f that institu 

tio n, sho u ld  b e ly ing  ho rizo ntally  in the inner co urt o f  the N atio nal A rchiv es w ith its text 

fac ing  the g ro und  so  that no  v isito r can  see it. A lm o st all the p ho to g rap hs in C lau d in e 

Salm o n 's p ap er b y  no w  hav e histo rical v alue, as the sites that she p ho to g rap hed  o nly  a few  

y ears ag o  hav e sin ce been o b literated . Eco no m ic p ro g ress d em and s sacrifices, b u t cu ltu ral 

ig no rance erad icates. M any  h isto ric  b u ild in g s in and  aro u nd  the kraton o f the su ltan o f 

M ad u ra at Su m enep , d esig ned  and  b u ilt b y  the p eranakan Lauw  Pra N g o  in the 1780s, 

threaten to  co llap se. There are m any  m o re exam p les like these. It is to  be ho p ed  that the co n 

ference o rg anized  in the su m m er o f 1990 at C o rnell w ill co ntrib ute to  the red isco v ery  o f  the 

actu al leg acy  o f  p eranakan cu lture, a cu ltu re o f w hich Ind o nesia sho u ld  b e  p ro ud . W ang  

G ung w u o p ened  this co nference by  referring  to  the issue "to  be o r no t to  b e ."  I co nc lu d e by  

q u o ting  o nce m o re  fro m  Sh akesp eare 's Hamlet and  say  w ith Po lo n iu s to  In d o n esia's 

Chinese:

This abo v e all—

To  thine o w nself b e true;

A nd  it m ust fo llo w , as the night the d ay , 

Tho u canst no t then be false to  any  m an.




