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Preface 

This book about the USSR and the Origins of the Second World 
War concentrates on the story of Soviet-German relations in the 
period from the rise of Hitler to the launch of Operation 
Barbarossa in June 1941. There is, of course, much more to the 
Soviet role in the events leading to war than just the USSR's rela
tionship with Germany. Relations with Great Britain, France and 
other countries, the Soviet response to the threat from Japan in 
the Far East, the role of the Communist International - all would 
need to figure in a comprehensive treatment of the subject. 
However, the Russo-German relationship is, arguably, the central 
part of the story. It is certainly the most controversial, and the 
subject on which recent releases from the Russian archives have 
been most revealing. In this connection readers should note that 
although this book is largely based on Soviet archival sources I 
have not had the benefit of direct access to the archives, which 
remain effectively closed to western researchers. No doubt when 
the Russian archives are finally opened up many of the interpreta
tions and conclusions in this book will have to be revised. 
However, I am confident, given the wide range of published 
archival material now available, that the main lines of the story 
told here will be revalidated. 

Thanks are due to John Erickson and Philip Windsor for valu
able comments on a PhD thesis on which this book is in part 
based. Teddy Uldricks' supportive role as a kindred spirit in a 
fiercely contested field of research has been of inestimable value. 
Thanks to Brian Girvin, my colleague in the UCC History 
Department, for his intellectual companionship over the past two 
years. As ever, the most thanks to Celia Weston, my intellectual, 
emotional and practical partner in this and all my other projects. 

The present book draws substantially on my previously pub
lished work: 'The Soviet Decision for a Pact with Nazi Germany', 
Soviet Studies (January 1992); 'The Fall of Litvinov: A Revisionist 
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View', Journal of Contemporary History (October 1992); 'Infamous 
Encounter? The Merekalov-Weizsacker Meeting of 17 April 1939' , 
Historical Journal (December 1992); 'Military Disaster as a 
Function of Rational Political Calculation: Stalin and 22 June 
1941', Diplomacy and Statecraft (July 1993); 'A Soviet Bid for Co
existence with Nazi Germany, 1935-1937: The Kandelaki Mfair', 
International History Review (August 1994); and The Unholy Alliance: 
Stalin's Pact with Hitler (London, 1989). 

Finally, I would like to thank Geoffrey Warner, who commis
sioned the book, and to acknowledge the inspiration I derived 
from the publisher's anonymous referee who described the man
uscript as 'highly entertaining and instructive ... an original 
account, packed with controversial theses and extravagant with 
disputatious as well as disputable asides'. I hope that other 
readers find the book equally interesting and controversial. 
Needless to say, I accept full and sole responsibility for its 
contents. 


