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Wi t h t hi s i ssue, t heJour nal i nt r oduces a new sect i on, t i t l ed Conf r ont at i ons . Our f i r st

conf r ont at i on has a dual pur pose : f i r st , t o assess r ecent devel opment s i n t he t heor y of

t he st at e and t hei r r el evance t o t he Canadi an si t uat i on ; and, second, t o appr ai se i n a

somewhat mor e di scur si ve f ashi on t he i mpl i cat i ons of t he new i nt er est i n pol i t i cal

economy f or t he devel opment of Mar xi st t heor y i n Canada .

Our hope i n cr eat i ng t hi s sect i on i s t o pr ovi de a f l exi bl e f or um t hr ough whi ch t he

j our nal can r espond, i n a sl i ght l y l ess f or mal f ashi on, t o new t endenci es i n soci al t heor y

and pr act i ce.

For our f i r st conf r ont at i on we have exper i ment ed wi t h a t el ephone conf er ence whi ch

t ook pl ace on Thur sday eveni ng, Sept ember 15, 1977 . The moder at or , Char l es Rachl i s,

i s a Ph . D. candi dat e i n pol i t i cal economy at t he Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o and i s t he aut hor

of an ar t i cl e " Mar cuse and t he Pr obl em of Happi ness" , t o be publ i shed i n t he wi nt er

i ssue of t heJour nal . Har ol d Chor ney has st udi ed at t he Uni ver si t y of Mani t oba and t he

London School of Economi cs and has t aught at t he Uni ver si t y of Mani t oba. Cur r ent l y,

he wor ks f or t he Mani t oba Housi ng and Renewal Cor por at i on . He has cont r i but ed an

ar t i cl e expl or i ng t he r el at i on bet ween r egi onal under devel opment and cul t ur al decay,

i n a soon t o be r el eased col l ect i on of essays on Canadi an nat i onal i sm and Amer i can i m-

per i al i sm. Wal l ace Cl ement , whose pat h- br eaki ng st udy The Canadi an Cor por at e El i t e

appear ed i n 1975, cur r ent l y t eaches soci ol ogy at McMast er Uni ver si t y . He i s al so t he

aut hor of a f or t hcomi ng t i t l e Cont i nent al Cor por at e Power . Leo Pani t ch, a pr of essor of

pol i t i cal sci ence at Car l et on Uni ver si t y, i s t he aut hor of Soci adDemocr acy andl ndust nal

Mi l i t ancy, a st udy of t he Br i t i sh Labour Par t y, and he has edi t ed a soon t o be r el eased

col l ect i on of essays on t he nat ur e of t he Canadi an st at e . Paul Phi l l i ps i s a pr of essor of

economi cs at t he Uni ver si t y of Mani t oba and i s, among ot her t hi ngs, t he aut hor of No

Power Gr eat er , a hi st or y of t he l abour movement i n Br i t i sh Col umbi a .

The edi t or s have been assi st ed i n car r yi ng t hr ough t hi s f i r st conf r ont at i on by Kennet h

J . Hughes, a pr of essor of Canadi an l i t er at ur e at St . John' s Col l ege, Uni ver si t y of

Mani t oba and a member of t he edi t or i al boar d of Canadi an Di mensi on and by Davi d

Wot f e, a member of t he Pol i t i cal Sci ence Facul t y, Gl endon Col l ege, Yor k Uni ver si t y .
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RACHLI S: Ther e has been a r esur gence of i nt er est i n pol i t i cal economy i n

Canada. I t coul d be ar gued t hat t hi s r esur gence ar i ses i n par t out of a

di ssat i sf act i on, on t he one hand, wi t h a t r adi t i onal pol i t i cal sci ence whi ch

equat es t he st at e wi t h pol i t i cal par t i es and admi ni st r at i ve f unct i ons - al l

oper at i ng under t he t enet s of pl ur al i sm - and, on t he ot her hand, a

di ssat i sf act i on wi t h an or t hodox Mar xi st t r adi t i on whi ch r educes t he st at e t o t he

f unct i on of an execut i ve commi t t ee of t he r ul i ng cl ass. One st r i ki ng t hi ng

behi nd t hi n r esur gent i nt er est i n pol i t i cal economy, and t her eby, behi nd t he

r enewed i nt er est i n t he t heor y of t he st at e, i s t he newpr omi nence of t he act ual

st at e i t sel f now.

Once we have not ed t he obvi ous f act or of t he cont i nuous expansi on of t he
st at e i n t he post - Wor l d War I I per i od, what ot her f act or s woul d you consi der

most i mpor t ant i n expl ai ni ng t hi s concent r at ed i nt er est i n t he t heor y of t he

st at e andwhat ar e t he t heor et i cal andpr act i cal i mpl i cat i ons of such f act or s?

PANI TCH: Wel l , I t hi nk some of t he f act or s ar e speci f i c t o Canada, some of

t hem ar e mor e gener al t o capi t al i st or advanced capi t al i st bour geoi s

democr aci es . One f act or i s t he i ncr easi ng r ol e of t he st at e, t he i ncr easi ng

vi si bi l i t y of t he st at e vi s- a- vi s t he economy . Anot her , ver y i mpor t ant one, I

t hi nk, i s t he gener al r ecogni t i on of t he f ai l ur e of soci al democr acy . Soci al

democr at i c par t i es have been el ect ed t o make changes, but t hey have f ai l ed t o

make f undament al changes af t er bei ng el ect ed . I ncr easi ngl y, we have been

f or ced t o ask quest i ons about di f f er ences bet ween gover nment and t he st at e

and about t he f ocus of power wi t hi n t he st at e . Mor eover , t he r esur gence of i n-

dust r i al cl ass conf l i ct wi t hi n t he l ast decade has gi ven t he l i e t o t he " end of

i deol ogy" ar gument , an essent i al l y consensus or i ent ed and pl ur al i st t heor y of

t he st at e .

These ki nds of f act or s, I t hi nk, have pr oduced i nt er est i n t he quest i on of t he

st at e . Gi ven t he speci f i c Canadi an case, al l of t hese f act or s ar e i mpor t ant , but

obvi ousl y t he cr uci al addi t i onal one i s t he need f or a t heor y of t he st at e t hat wi l l

somehow expl ai n t he r el at i onshi p of Canada' s dependent economy t o t he cen-

t r e of i mper i al i sm i n t he Uni t ed St at es . Many Canadi ans got i nt er est ed i n t he

t heor y of t he st at e because not enough wor k has been done, and cer t ai nl y t he

l east pr ogr ess has been made t o t hi s st age, on t he quest i on of t he st at e gener al l y

and on t he quest i on of i t s l ocat i on i n r el at i onshi ps bet ween t he Uni t ed St at es

and Canada i n par t i cul ar .

CHORNEY: I woul d agr ee wi t h many of t he poi nt s Leo has made . Cer t ai nl y,

t he changi ng char act er of cont empor ar y capi t al i sm has made t he st at e much
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mor e i mpor t ant , mor e obvi ous, but , i t seems t o me, one of t he el ement s t hat

has not been suf f i ci ent l y appr eci at ed i n Canada i s t he way i n whi ch

bur eaucr at i c r el at i ons wi t hi n t he st at e ar e r eal l y cent r al t o capi t al i smi t sel f .

Now, what I ambasi cal l y ar gui ng i s t hat capi t al i sm has cr eat ed an obvi ousl y

bur eaucr at i c syst em. Yet , si nce t he cor por at e sect or s have f ai l ed t o come t o

t er ms adequat el y wi t h t he pr obl ems of soci al cont r ol , t he st at e has moved i nt o

t he ar ea of soci al cont r ol , and t hus bur eaucr at i c cont r ol has become a per vasi ve

f eat ur e of moder n l i f e . Peopl e ar e now const ant l y exposed t o bur eaucr at i c

pr essur es, and t he way i n whi ch t hei r l i ves ar e or gani zed f i nd a r ef l ect i on i n t he

st at e' s char act er .

Now t he st at e, t he Canadi an st at e, i s i n many ways a ki nd of hal f - baked

st at e, I suppose . Thi s get s us t o t he quest i ons of how much i ndependence

Canada has f r omt he Uni t ed St at es, and what t he r ol e of t he Amer i can cor por a-

t i ons i s i n Canada . I n some ways, t he Canadi an st at e has not t hor oughl y

devel oped t he f eat ur es necessar y f or a moder n capi t al i st st at e . I t hi nk t hat what

i s happeni ng now, why t her e i s such a r enewed i nt er est i n t he st at e i n Canada,

i s t hat we ar e ent er i ng a per i od i n whi ch t he cr i ses of capi t al i sm at t he wor l d

l evel appear by coi nci dence, by hi st or i cal coi nci dence, al ong wi t h a ser i es of

ot her cr i ses whi ch have occur r ed at t he l evel of nat i onal i nt egr at i on, at a t i me

when we ar e t r yi ng t o f or man economy t hat f unct i ons, an economy t hat act ual -

l y does accumul at e . These nat i onal cr i ses have over l apped wi t h t he gener al

cr i ses of wor l d capi t al i sm, so we f i nd t he Canadi an st at e t o be at a par t i cul ar l y

cr i t i cal moment of i t s hi st or y . Thi s i s why t he st at e now occupi es t he i nt er est of

mor e and mor e peopl e at t he pr esent t i me .

CLEMENT: I woul d ar gue t hat , i n l ar ge par t , what has happened i n pr act i ce i s

a br oadeni ng of t he def i ni t i on of t he st at e t hr ough t he expansi on of t heor i es of

t he st at e i nt o hi t her t o unt ouched r eal ms . Our pr obl em, t her ef or e, i s not si mpl y

one of devel opi ng a t heor y of t he st at e, but one of cr eat i ng a t heor y of soci et y .

The st at e does not f unct i on i n a vacuum, but i s wedded t o t he soci al and

economi c make- up of soci et y, and i s a r ef l ect i on of t hat soci et y . What we need,

t her ef or e, i s a t heor y of soci et y i n or der t o under st and exact l y what t he st at e i s

doi ng, what t he essence of st at e act i ons i s .

Mar xi smhas come t o t he f or e i n t he t heor y of t he st at e pr eci sel y because i t

has al ways been a t heor y of soci et y . However t he debat e over t he not i on of t he

r el at i ve aut onomy of t he st at e pr oceeds, Mar xi sm has cont i nued t o r oot i t s

t heor y of t he st at e i n t he f undament al nat ur e of t he soci et y, and i t has al l al ong

seen t hat t he f or ces t hat soci et y gener at es become r ef l ect ed i n t he st at e .

To add somet hi ng t o Leo' s st at ement : I woul d ar gue t hat some of t he uni que

f eat ur es of t he Canadi an st at e st em f r om t he f or ei gn pr esence i n Canada .

Devel opment s i n Quebec al so pl ay a pr omi nent r ol e i n t he r esur gence of i n-

7 3



THESTATEANDPOLI TI CAL ECONOMY

t er est i n t he st at e ; t he pol i t i cal and nat i onal cr i si s cent er i ng on Quebec has

f ocused at t ent i on expl i ci t l y on t he r ol e of t he st at e . Her e we must not e, of

cour se, t he quest i on of t he r i se of pr ovi nci al power s i n gener al , and we must

r emember t hat we have a f eder al st r uct ur e wi t hi n whi ch gover nment s ar e

f i ght i ng i t out wi t h one anot her , of t en over t he i nt er est s of di f f er ent f r act i ons

of t he capi t al i st cl ass .

I woul d agr ee wi t h Har ol d as wel l wi t h r espect t o t he need f or t he st at e

wi t hi n t he capi t al i st soci et y t o cont ai n a gr eat deal of cl ass pr essur e and an-

t agoni sm. Whi l e i t i s commonl y acknowl edged t hat t he st at e has ent er ed t he

economy i n many, many ways, we must not f or get i t s r est r ai ni ng r ol e at at -

t empt i ng t o cont ai n t he cl ass pr essur es t hat have been r i si ng .

PHI LLI PS: I t seems t o me t hat we cannot under st and t he nat ur e of t he pr esent

st at e wi t hout r eal i zi ng t hat t hr oughout hi st or y t he nat i on- st at e has evol ved t o

pr ovi de t he r ul es of t he game by whi ch t he capi t al i st economy can wor k . I f one

want s t o l ook at Canadi an hi st or y, t he f i r st st at e r eal l y i n Canada was t he Hud-

son' s Bay Company whi ch, i n f act , per f or med al l of t he f unct i ons of a st at e . I t

set t he r ul es i n such a way t hat t hei r ki nd of economi c expl oi t at i on coul d t ake

pl ace .

I t end t o agr ee wi t h Cr ei ght on t hat t he cr eat i on of t he Canadi an st at e was,

i ndeed, a r esponse t o a changi ng economi c cr i si s i n t he wor l d capi t al i st

economi c or der . I n cont empor ar y t er ms and f r oman economi c per spect i ve, An-

t hony Wat er man has descr i bed t he st at e i n much t he same way, as t he Cana-

di an f al l acy . He says t hat i n an economi c sense t her e i s no such t hi ng as a Cana-

di an nat i on- st at e . I n my vi ew, what we have, ver y si mpl y, i s t he changi ng of

r ul es t o accommodat e t he changi ng economi c or der whi ch i s domi nat ed by t he

mul t i nat i onal cor por at i on . Al t hough t hi s economi c or der i s l ar gel y Amer i can,

i t i s not t ot al l y Amer i can . Most of t he behavi our of t he Canadi an st at e i s

not hi ng el se but an accommodat i on t o t he needs of t hi s economi c or der . Thi s

accommodat i on ser ves t he needs of mul t i nat i onal cor por at i ons, but not t he

needs of Canadi ans . For t hi s r eason, t her e has been a r esur gence of i nt er est i n

pol i t i cal economy and i n t he t heor y of t he st at e among Canadi ans .

RACHLI S: I woul d l i ke t o f ocus di scussi on on a poi nt t hat Wal l y Cl ement

made expl i ci t l y, and whi ch was i mpl i ci t t o t he ot her comment s, concer ni ng t he

r el at i onshi p bet ween t he t heor y of t he st at e and t he t heor y of soci et y . So as t o

def i ne t hi s r el at i onshi p mor e pr eci sel y, I woul d l i ke you t o comment on what i s

t he ` st at e' i n t he Mar xi st t heor y of t he st at e, what ar e i t s const i t uent s and what

ar eas of t he Canadi an st at e ar e i n needof exami nat i on?
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PANI TCH: I t hi nk we al l mi ssed a f act or r ai sed by Chuck Rachl i s i n hi s open-

i ng st at ement when he spoke of t he f ai l ur e of Mar xi smt o devel op a syst emat i c

t heor y of t he st at e . I di sagr ee wi t h hi m when he says t hat t he r oot of t he pr ob-

l em r esi des i n t he Mar xi st f or mul at i on of t he moder n st at e as t he execut i ve

commi t t ee of t he whol e bour geoi si e . I do not t hi nk t hat t her e i s a pr obl emwi t h

t hat f or mul at i on . I t hi nk t he pr obl em, r at her , can be f ound i n a l ack of

speci f i cat i on, compl exi t y and subt l et y i n t he el abor at i on of t hat f undament al

pr i nci pl e . I t i s i n t hi s ar ea t hat , i n t er ms of devel opi ng t he condi t i ons f or a f ul l

t heor y of t he st at e, advances ar e t o be made . I do not t hi nk t hi s i nvol ves r ej ect -

i ng a gr eat deal of cl assi cal Mar xi st t hought , but r at her of bui l di ng on i t . Of

cour se, Mar x hi msel f at no poi nt syst emat i cal l y devel oped a t heor y of t he st at e

as he di d vi s- a- vi s t he mode of pr oduct i on .

Havi ng sai d t hat , I t hi nk t hat many i mpor t ant devel opment s have occur r ed

i n t he Mar xi st t heor y of t he st at e . These devel opment s have i nvol ved a debat e

over t he def i ni t i on of t he st at e i t sel f . Thi s r ai ses i nt er est i ng quest i ons si mi l ar t o

t hose Paul Phi l l i ps not ed about t he Hudson' s Bay Company . Shoul d t he st at e,

as Mi l i band ar gues, be vi ewed as a compl ex of i nst i t ut i ons i n t he publ i c sect or ,

or shoul d t he st at e be def i ned i n t er ms of t he f unct i ons t hat ar e per f or med by

what ever i nst i t ut i ons i n t er ms of f aci l i t at i ng accumul at i on and mai nt ai ni ng

l egi t i mat i on f or t he syst em?

The debat e t hat has occur r ed bet ween Mi l i band and Poul ant zas on t hi s ques-

t i on ar i ses out of Poul ant zas ar gui ng t hat you have t o see t he st at e i n t er ms of

f unct i ons, i n t er ms of uni f yi ng t he bour geoi si e and di suni f yi ng t he wor ki ng

cl ass . He woul d, t her ef or e, br oaden t he def i ni t i on of t he st at e beyond t he

publ i c sect or t o i ncl ude t he f ami l y, t he medi a, t he pol i t i cal par t i es and t he i n-

t er est gr oups, i . e . what ever st r uct ur es per f or m t hese f unct i ons . Al t hough t hi s

debat e i s by no means r esol ved, and al t hough di f f er ent t endenci es i n Mar xi st

t heor y ut i l i ze di f f er ent appr oaches, i t i s i mpor t ant t hat , at l east , a cl ar i t y wi t h

r egar d t o t he pr obl emat i c has evol ved .

Most i mpor t ant , and most negl ect ed, has been a par t i cul ar gai n i n t he

t heor i zat i on whi ch a number of peopl e have been devel opi ng . A r ecent ar t i cl e

i n Kapi t al i r t at e cal l ed " Modes of Cl ass St r uggl e and t he Capi t al i st St at e" at -

t empt ed t o l i nk t he f unct i ons of t he st at e - t he out put of t he st at e - t o

Mar x' s economi c cat egor i es i n t er ms of whet her t he st at e i s i nt er veni ng i n t he

economy at t he l evel of pr oduct i on, di st r i but i on or ci r cul at i on . That I t hi nk i s a

ver y i mpor t ant t heor et i cal br eakt hr ough . I nt er est i ngl y enough, Al l an

Moscovi t ch, at Car l et on Uni ver si t y, has al so been wor ki ng on t hi s pr obl em, at -

t empt i ng t o i nt er gr at e pol i t i cal t heor y, i n t hat sense, wi t h t he mor e syst emat i c

economi c t heor y l ai d out by Mar x . The r esul t i s al l t ypes of i nt er est i ng t heor i za-

t i ons r egar di ng t he speci f i c out put of t he st at e and i t s r el at i on t o mai nt ai ni ng

accumul at i on or f aci l i t at i ng l egi t i mat i on .
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Ther e has al so been a gr owi ng sophi st i cat i on i n under st andi ng t he st at e i t sel f

as shot t hr ough wi t h cl ass st r uggl e . Al t hough t he domi nant cl ass, t he

hegemoni c cl ass, mai nt ai ns domi nance wi t hi n or over t he st at e, dependi ng

upon your per spect i ve, t he st at e i t sel f has al ways t o be under st ood i n t he con-

t ext of cl ass st r uggl e .

CHORNEY: I t seems t o me t hat Leo has deal t qui t e wel l wi t h t he essent i al

el ement s of t he Mar xi st t heor y of t he st at e, and, i n par t i cul ar , wi t h r el at ed

devel opment s i n t hat t heor y . But i n di scussi ng a coupl e of t hese concept s, he

r ai ses some good quest i ons whi ch I woul d l i ke t o pur sue f ur t her . I do not pr o-

f ess t o have t he answer s t o t hem, but t hey seemt o be i mpor t ant concer ns . One

of t hem i s t he not i on of st at e i nt er vent i on t o l egi t i mat e i t sel f as wel l as t he

capi t al i st syst em, and al so t o f aci l i t at e accumul at i on . I t seems qui t e obvi ous

t hat , i n f act , t he st at e does f unct i on i n t hi s way . We can see i t i n Canada when

we exami ne r egi onal devel opment pr ogr ammes, unempl oyment pol i ci es and

ant i - i nf l at i on l egi sl at i on - bot h t he l egi sl at i on i t sel f and t he admi ni st r at i on of

i t .

Ther e r emai ns, however , an el ement whi ch i s par t of bot h accumul at i on and

l egi t i mat i on, and t hi s br i ngs me t o my second concept , t hat of cul t ur al

r epr oduct i on . I t seems t o me t hat t he st at e does not monopol i ze cul t ur al

r epr oduct i on, but shar es t hi s ar ea wi t h t he cor por at i ons t hemsel ves as wel l as

wi t h ot her i nst i t ut i ons of soci et y . Cer t ai nl y i t i s a cr i t i cal f unct i on of cont em-

por ar y capi t al i sm t o r epr oduce at t he cul t ur al l evel t hose condi t i ons whi ch en-

sur e t hat t he vast maj or i t y of peopl e i n soci et y r emai n power l ess, r emai n

unawar e of howt hey can t r ansf or mt he soci et y .

I f we l ook cl osel y at t he wor ki ng cl ass, we soon di scover t hat i t r emai ns a cl ass

onl y i n a t axonomi c sense, and not necessar i l y a cl ass i n t he sense t hat i t i s con-

sci ous of i t sel f as a cl ass . I am, t her ef or e, qui t e cur i ous how Leo and t he ot her s

wi l l r espond t o t he quest i ons as t o whet her or not i n cont empor ar y capi t al i st

soci et y i n Canada we r eal l y do have a wor ki ng cl ass, whet her , i n f act , t he st at e

f unct i ons i n r esponse t o speci f i c chal l enges f r om wor ki ng cl ass i nst i t ut i ons, or

whet her t he st at e - even gi ven al l of i t s conf usi on and al l of i t s cont r adi ct i ons

- i s st i l l at t he r at her sophi st i cat ed poi nt of bei ng abl e t o f r agment cl ass con-

sci ousness so t hat a wor ki ng cl ass consci ousness cannot devel op and, t her ef or e,

a wor ki ng cl ass movement cannot devel op . Now t hese ar e t he ki nds of ques-

t i ons t hat ar e i mpor t ant f or me . I do not di sagr ee wi t h Pani t ch' s concept i on of

how t he capi t al i st st at e f unct i ons, f or he has pai nt ed a f ai r l y accur at e pi ct ur e of

t he Mar xi st t heor y of t he st at e . But t he quest i on i n my mi nd i s, what does al l

t hi s mean f or soci al change and what ar e i t s pr act i cal consequences? I cer t ai nl y

do not have def i ni t e answer s, but I amcur i ous as t o whet her t he ot her s do .
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RACHLI S : Wal l y Cl ement , do you want t o r espond t o t he over al l quest i on and

per haps addr ess your sel f t o Har ol d Chor ney' s comment as wel l ?

CLEMENT : I wi l l j ust make a coupl e of br i ef r emar ks about t he over al l ques-

t i on and concur wi t h Leo wi t h r espect t o t he t heor y of t he st at e . The t heor i st s

have set out t he pr obl emat i c i n a ver y cl ear f ashi on t hr ough debat e . I t hi nk t hat

t he maj or i ssue nowbecomes one of howcan we begi n t o use t he t heor i es of t he

st at e i n or der t o make some sense of t he concr et e si t uat i on . Thi s i s ver y si mi l ar

t o t he quest i on Har ol d r ai sed . Our pr obl em i s, how do we t r ansl at e t hese

t heor et i cal i ssues i nt o r esear chabl e pr obl ems? I t hi nk t hat t he abi l i t y t o ask t he

r i ght quest i ons - t he met hodol ogy - i s what i s ver y much l acki ng . We have

had much ver y det ai l ed t heor et i cal debat e, but we have had ver y l i t t l e by way

of aski ng t he quest i ons and of appl yi ng t he t heor et i cal debat e t o Canada .

When we t r y t o appl y our t heor et i cal i nsi ght s t o t he Canadi an si t uat i on, we

conf r ont i mmedi at e di f f i cul t i es . One maj or met hodol ogi cal pr obl em wi t h

r espect t o r esear ch on t he st at e i s t he bui l t - i n bi as i n f avour of t he f or mal st at e

st r uct ur e f or much evi dence . For whi l e t he st at e keeps f or mal r ecor ds, t hese

r ecor ds ar e of pr oceedi ngs per cei ved f r om an i nst i t ut i onal and bur eaucr at i c

poi nt of vi ew. As an exampl e, even when we ar e doi ng r esear ch on t he wor ki ng

cl ass, we ar e not usual l y doi ng wor ki ng cl ass hi st or y but uni on hi st or y . We have

not r eal l y done much wor ki ng cl ass hi st or y . Consequent l y, I have been gr ap-

pl i ng wi t h such pr obl ems as, What i s t he wor ki ng cl ass? And, as Har ol d has

poi nt ed out , How i s t he wor ki ng cl ass act ual l y doi ng? So t he pr obl em i s much

mor e one of begi nni ng t o use t he new t heor i es of t he st at e, havi ng acknow-

l edged and accept ed t he pr obl emat i cs t hat have been l ai d out .

PHI LLI PS: I di sagr ee wi t h t he ear l i er r ej ect i on of t he t r adi t i onal Mar xi st i nt er -

pr et at i on of t he st at e, pr ovi di ng we do not si mpl i st i cal l y suppose t he r ul i ng

cl ass t o be monol i t hi c . Of t en, di ver se el ement s l oosel y coal esce and behi nd' a

somet i mes t enuous coal i t i on seek t o exer ci ze a uni f i ed cont r ol of t he st at e .

These di ver se el ement s may di f f er consi der abl y i n t hei r i nt er est s, and as a con-

sequence squabbl e among t hemsel ves, but when t her e i s a mut ual t hr eat t hey

soon cooper at e . I n Br i t i sh Col umbi a, f or exampl e ( at t he end of t he Bar r et t

r egi me) , t her e was a sudden dr oppi ng of al l sor t s of di vi si ons i n t he bour geoi si e

and a qui ck f al l i ng i n behi nd t he f l ag of Soci al Cr edi t . When t he bal l ot box

poses a t hr eat , you get a Chi l ean si t uat i on . For when t he bal l ot box t ur ns down

t he r ul i ng coal i t i on, t he r ej ect ed power s coal esce behi nd mi l i t ar y f or ce .

Quebec i s an i nt er est i ng si t uat i on at t he moment , f or t her e we wi t ness a new

coal i t i on of i nt er est s wi t hi n what appear s t o be a st at e at t empt i ng t o br i ng
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t oget her a nat i onal i st or cul t ur al movement wi t h an economi c one whi l e gi vi ng

f or t h a popul i st or hi nt er l and appeal t hat gl osses over cl ass i nt er est s . You can

easi l y see t he conf l i ct t hat i s shapi ng up when Levesque f l i es of f t o NewYor k t o

get money .

The quest i on about cont r ol of t he wor ki ng cl ass, and di vi si ons wi t hi n t he

wor ki ng cl ass, i s one t hat i s i ncr easi ngl y i nt er est i ng . Obvi ousl y uni on hi st or y

consi st s of r ecor ds, but t her e ar e no r ecor ds of t he unor gani zed . The dual

l abour mar ket appr oach t o t he wor ki ng cl ass now, of cour se, separ at es t he

mar ket i nt o t hose who ar e at t ached t hr ough uni ons t o monopol y capi t al i sm

and t hose who ar e not , t he f or mer bei ng bought of f and t he . l at t er not . And so

t he pr obl emwi t h t he soci al democr at i c appr oach t o gover nment i s t hat t her e i s

no wor ki ng cl ass coal i t i on or consensus except on i ssues whi ch ar e of cr i t i cal i m-

por t ance al so t o t he capi t al i st s . One t hi nks of t he pr obl em of mai nt ai ni ng a

hi gh l evel of demand i n a cl i mat e of uncer t ai nt y . So one must not t hi nk of

ei t her t he wor ki ng cl ass or t he bour geoi si e as bei ng monol i t hi c, but as havi ng

degr ees of di f f er ences and spl i t s wi t hi n t hem. Onl y i n t i mes of cr i si s do t he di f -

f er ent el ement s come sol i dl y t oget her .

I woul d ar gue t hat t he whol e hi st or i cal debat e over capi t al i sm and t he na-

t i onal quest i on i n Canada, whet her we had a mer chant or i ndust r i al capi t al i sm,

i s i r r el evant , because as i t happens t he nat i onal pol i cy f avour ed bot h .

RACHLI S: What about t he quest i on of t he i nf l uence of t he wor ki ng cl ass on

t he st at e? Can, i n f act , wor ki ng cl ass r epr esent at i on and wor ki ng cl ass i nt er est s

concr et el y ef f ect t he di r ect i on of st at e pol i cy- maki ng?

CHORNEY : I n f act , we must l ook at what wor ki ng cl ass i nt er est s ar e, because I

do not t hi nk t hey have been adequat el y def i ned . I s t her e, i n f act , a wor ki ng

cl ass t hat act ual l y ar t i cul at es i nt er est s, or ar e t her e i nst i t ut i ons whi ch ar t i cul at e

supposed i nt er est s of t he wor ki ng cl ass and ar e t her ef or e def i ned as wor ki ng

cl ass i nst i t ut i ons?

PANI TCH: Can I r epl y t o t hat ? But f i r st , can I go t o t he ot her poi nt Chor ney

made? I t was ver y i mpor t ant . On t he quest i on of cul t ur al r epr oduct i on . One of

t he l acunae of Mar xi st t hought i n t he past was t hat i t t ended t o st r ess t oo much

t he r epr essi ve nat ur e of t he st at e, and t oo l i t t l e t he hegemoni c, t he cul t ur al

aspect s . The sophi st i cat ed use of t he concept of cul t ur al hegemony hel ps us a

gr eat deal i n under st andi ng t he di f f er ences bet ween a bour geoi s capi t al i st

syst em, a democr at i c capi t al i st syst em, and an aut hor i t ar i an capi t al i st syst em. I t

hel ps us t o under st and t hat whi l e t he st at e has a coer ci ve f unct i on whi ch i s
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based ul t i mat el y on t he monopol i st i c use of f or ce, i t s st abi l i t y and i t s nor mal or

cont empor ar y oper at i ons necessi t at e an emphasi s on t he r ol e of cul t ur al

domi nat i on . A r ecent paper by an i ndependent Mont r eal Mar xi st gr oupi ng

r ef er r ed t o t he Canadi an st at e i n t er ms of i t s speech bei ng r epr essi ve and i t s

r epr essi on bei ng l i ber al . I t hi nk t hat t hi s t hought capt ur es somet hi ng ver y i m-

por t ant .

As t o t he quest i on of t he wor ki ng cl ass, I have some f undament al

di sagr eement s wi t h some of t he ot her peopl e her e . I do not t hi nk t hat uni on

hi st or y i s not wor ki ng cl ass hi st or y . I t hi nk t hat i t i s a par t i al aspect of wor ki ng

cl ass hi st or y, but I see uni ons as i ndi genous wor ki ng cl ass i nst i t ut i ons . They no

doubt medi at e t he demands of t he wor ki ng cl ass, but , never t hel ess, I concei ve

of t hem as wor ki ng cl ass i nst i t ut i ons . The demands t hat t hey make upon t he

st at e i n t hei r medi at i ng r ol e r ef l ect wor ki ng cl ass i nt er est s . I n t hi s sense uni on

hi st or y i s wor ki ng cl ass hi st or y . I agr ee t hat i t i s par t i al . Whi l e t her e ar e f r ac-

t i ons of t he wor ki ng cl ass whi ch ar e undoubt edl y not r epr esent ed, uni on

hi st or y i s st i l l wor ki ng cl ass hi st or y .

I di sagr ee al so wi t h t he vi ew t hat t he wor ki ng cl ass i s power l ess . Cl ass can on-

l y be concei ved i n i t s r el at i onal sense, and i n t he i nt er r el at i onal sense bot h

cl asses have power . Thi s i s not t o say we ar e deal i ng her e wi t h t he power of

equi val ent s . But Mar xi sm as a dynami c t heor y and as a dynami c pr axi s i s ob-

vi ousl y i nvol ved i n devel opi ng wor ki ng cl ass power . I t , t oo, can be a hegemoni c

f or ce i n soci et y . I n a day- t o- day sense, t he wor ki ng cl ass uses i t s power , f or i t

f or mul at es demands bot h t hr ough i t s i ndi genous or gani zat i ons and, t o some

ext ent , spont aneousl y . The oper at i ons of t he st at e have t o be under st ood

pr eci sel y, as I sai d bef or e, i n t er ms of t he cl ass st r uggl e . The ur gent

met hodol ogi cal pr obl ems Wal l y Cl ement t al ked about ar e gr eat , and al t hough

we have sol ved some met hodol ogi cal pr obl ems by l ooki ng at t he l i nkages be-

t ween t he st at e and cl ass- st r uct ur at i on, and ot her s by seeki ng t o under st and t he

f unct i ons of t he st at e i n concr et e pol i cy t er ms, we have not yet made gr eat ad-

vances i n t er ms of a syst emat i c under st andi ng of how t hese pol i ci es ar e br ought

about by t he cl ass st r uggl e .

RACHLI S : Let us go back t o Wal l y Cl ement , si nce he sai d ear l i er t hat he

wi shed t o addr ess Har ol d' s quest i on on t he wor ki ng cl ass .

CLEMENT : I woul d agr ee wi t h Leo Pani t ch wi t h r espect t o cl ass bei ng a r el a-

t i onal concept , and I t hi nk t hat t hi s i s cr uci al t o an under st andi ng of Canada .

Leo and I have di scussed t hi s bef or e, and i t i s cer t ai nl y not a new poi nt . C. B .

Macpher son made i t l ong bef or e we di d . But t he i mpor t ance r emai ns of t he
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per si st ence of t he pet t y- bour geoi si e as t he most power f ul cl ass out si de t he

capi t al i st cl ass i n Canada al most t o t he out set of t he Second Wor l d War . Pr i or

t o t hi s t i me, Canada had a pr i mar i l y r ur al , agr ar i an and r esour ce- based

economy . Af t er t hat t i me, we have a Canada wi t h a ver y di st or t ed economy,

wi t h an enor mous f ocus on i ndust r i al r esour ces, and wi t h a r esour ce- based pr o-

l et ar i at , much of whi ch i s not ur bani zed . Consequent l y, a di st or t ed pat t er n of

i ndust r i al i zat i on has occur r ed, and t hi s has had r ami f i cat i ons i n t er ms of t he

nat ur e, scope and power of t he wor ki ng cl ass .

We have had si mul t aneousl y a r api d devel opment of t he st at e sect or as a ver y

i mpor t ant empl oyer . I t hi nk Hugh Ar mst r ong demonst r at ed t hat by 1971,

t went y- t wo per cent of t he l abour f or ce was empl oyed by t he st at e, as opposed

t o si x per cent bei ng t hus empl oyed i n 1946 . Thi s was a t r emendous gr owt h at

t he same t i me as Canada was i ndust r i al i zi ng . So r at her t han t he pet t y bour geoi s

cl ass movi ng i nt o t r adi t i onal i ndust r i al pur sui t s, i t has moved i n l ar ge par t i nt o

t he st at e sect or and ser vi ce i ndust r i es whi ch ar e cr uci al empl oyer s i n Canada .

The st at e becomes a maj or empl oyer ! So r eal l y, t he pet t y bour geoi si e i n decl i ne

moves i nt o qui t e bur eaucr at i zed set t i ngs . Thi s makes f or some i nt er est i ng

dynami cs, especi al l y i n Quebec, wher e t he st r uggl es t hat go on, do so al ong

wi t h t he st r uggl es wi t hi n t he st at e .

Ther e i s no doubt t hat we have a wor ki ng cl ass, but i t i s a f r agment ed wor k-

i ng cl ass . Al ong wi t h i t we have nat i onal quest i ons t hat conf use t he wor ki ng

cl ass, and spl i t s bet ween nat i onal and i nt er nat i onal uni ons t hat conf use t he

pol i t i cal pr obl ems of t he wor ki ng cl ass . I t hi nk t hat t he f undament al pl ace t o

l ook i s i n t he economy i t sel f , t o Canada' s i ni t i al per si st ence i n commodi t y pr o-

duct i on, i ndust r i al i zat i on f r omwi t hout and t he f ocus on r esour ces . Looki ng at

some of t he soci et y l evel f act or s, and howt hey shape t he cl ass st r uct ur e, wi l l t el l

us much about t he pol i t i cs of t he wor ki ng cl ass, t he act i ons of t he wor ki ng cl ass,

howi t i s f r agment ed, and why i t i s pol i t i cal at some t i mes and not at ot her s .

PHI LLI PS: I woul d l i ke t o expand on one or t wo poi nt s : t he gr owt h of t he st at e,

par t i cul ar l y of what mi ght be cal l ed t he t echnocr at s, and t he f r agment at i on of

t he wor ki ng cl ass . Gover nment has t o a l ar ge ext ent become an empl oyer of l ast

r esor t i n or der t o pr event mass unempl oyment . I n Quebec t he st r ong suppor t

f or t he Par t i Quebecoi s comes f r om t he t echnocr at s . These ar e t he t echni cal

peopl e who have no f unct i on i n t he hi gher echel ons of mul t i nat i onal cor por a-

t i ons, peopl e who cannot r i se i n t he mul t i nat i onal cor por at i on because t hey ar e

Fr ench . The onl y way t hey can r i se, i n f act , i s t hr ough t he st at e . Thei r onl y i n-

t er est , i ndeed t hei r onl y coal i t i on, i s not f i nal l y wi t h t he wor ki ng cl ass . They

use t he st at e f or t hemsel ves and def end t he r ol e of t he st at e as a medi at i ng, um-

br el l a or gani zat i on . I t st r i kes me t hat much of t he gr owt h of st at e empl oyment

i s " br ead and ci r cuses" .
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RACHLI S: Gi ven t he i ssues r ai sed and t he pr obl emat i cs ar t i cul at ed her e, what

ar e t he exci t i ng t hi ngs - t he r eal spur s t o act i vi t y - t hat ar e goi ng on, not

si mpl y i n academi c t er ms but out si de t he academi c pur sui t of pol i t i cal

economy?

PANI TCH: I t i s di f f i cul t t o say t hat t her e i s a gr eat deal goi ng on t hat i s ex-

ci t i ng, par t i cul ar l y i n t he wake of t he ver y ser i ous def eat of t he wor ki ng cl ass -

t he or gani zed wor ki ng cl ass - on wage cont r ol s .

Ther e ar e al l ki nds of Mar xi st gr oupuscul es emer gi ng i n Canada, most of

whi ch I do not per sonal l y f i nd exci t i ng . Yet , wi t hi n t he wor ki ng cl ass, t her e i s

an i ncr easi ng number of wor ker s, young ones par t i cul ar l y, who ar e r i si ng i nt o

posi t i ons of r esponsi bi l i t y, pr i mar i l y at t he l ocal l evel , but al so t o some ext ent

above t hat . These ar e t he wor ker s who have not been t ai nt ed by t he ant i -

communi sm t hat af f ect ed t he pr evi ous gener at i on and t hey ar e open,

t her ef or e, t o r adi cal , even Mar xi st , i deas . I n t er ms of bui l di ng l i nkages bet ween

Mar xi st st r at egy and spont aneous or t r ade uni on wor ki ng cl ass act i on, I t hi nk

t hat i s exci t i ng . Ther e i s evi dence al so of t he Quebec t r ade uni ons, and even

now of t r ade uni ons i n Engl i sh Canada hi r i ng peopl e t r ai ned i n Mar xi sm t o

cover t hei r r esear ch wor k and t o t ur n out pamphl et s cont ai ni ng a Mar xi st

anal ysi s . I t hi nk al l of t hat i s exci t i ng .

I woul d not l i ke, however , t o end t hi s di scussi on on an up- not e ent i r el y .

Ther e i s much mor e anal yt i c wor k t o be done i n t he ar ea of t he st at e i n Canada,

and wi t h r egar d t o t he r ol e of t he st at e vi s- a- vi s t he Amer i can empi r e . Thi s i s an

ar ea wher e, despi t e al l ki nds of wor k wi t h r espect t o t he economy ( t oget her

wi t h Wal l y Cl ement ' s anal ysi s vi s- a- vi s t he cor por at e el i t e) , t her e has been ver y

l i t t l e i n t he way of syst emat i c gai ns on quest i ons such as whet her t he st at e i s t he

pr i mar y l i nk bet ween Amer i can i mper i al i sm and Canadi an soci et y, or whet her

t he i mper i al l i nk occur s at t he l evel of ci vi l soci et y ; i . e . t hr ough cul t ur e or

t hr ough i nt er - cl ass r el at i ons . Those ki nds of quest i on and, wi t h t hem ot her s

such as whet her we ar e t o under st and t he behavi our of t he Canadi an st at e i n

t er ms of domest i c cl ass f or ces ( i ncl udi ng a compr ador bour geoi si e) , or whet her

di r ect ext er nal i nf l uences f r om mul t i nat i onal s and f or ei gn st at es have pl ayed a

maj or r ol e, such quest i ons have not been pr oper l y addr essed . Wi t h r egar d t o

t he speci f i ci t y of t he Canadi an st at e, t hey need t o be addr essed .

CHORNEY: I woul d have t o conf ess t hat I ammuch mor e pessi mi st i c . Per haps

t hat comes f r om havi ng wor ked f or t he past f i ve year s f or t he st at e i t sel f i n a

much mor e di r ect way t han one woul d i n t he academi c communi t y . I am not

cer t ai n t hat t hat does not col our my out l ook mor e t han i f I had been wor ki ng i n

t he academi c communi t y .
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I n f act , my i mpr essi on al so comes f r omhavi ng spent a number of year s at -

t empt i ng t o deal i n an educat i onal way wi t h wor ki ng peopl e, f r omhavi ng t r i ed

t o devel op educat i onal pr ogr ammes f or wor ker s and f or t r ade uni ons, wher e I

f ound - and her e I di sagr ee wi t h Leo Pani t ch and ot her s - t hat t he ver y i n-

st i t ut i on whi ch was supposed t o be a wor ki ng cl ass i nst i t ut i on was ver y much

domi nat ed by bur eaucr at i c f unct i ons and by cul t ur al hegemony i n t er ms of

cul t ur e and out l ook .

Needl ess t o say, I do not see ar ound me a uni ver sal subj ect about t o ar i se and

emanci pat e us al l . That i s sadl y l acki ng at t he moment . I t hi nk, i n f act , t hat t he

absence of t he subj ect of our emanci pat i on i s one of t he gr eat cr i ses of our

t i mes . The f r agment ed, pr i vat i zed l i ves t hat peopl e l ead i n t he st at e i s an i m-

por t ant ar ea r equi r i ng f ur t her expl or at i on, par t i cul ar l y i n Canadi an r adi cal

t hought . Nonet hel ess, I f i nd i t a bi t mor e hear t eni ng t hat t her e i s a

sophi st i cat ed at t empt on t he par t of a number of peopl e who t r y t o gr appl e

wi t h t heor et i cal not i ons whi ch devel op f r oma Mar xi st t r adi t i on and t r y t o make

t hemmor e meani ngf ul i n t he cont ext of pr esent r eal i t i es . I get t he di st i nct i m-

pr essi on of a possi bi l i t y of mor e di senchant ed peopl e l ooki ng f or al t er nat i ves,

becomi ng mor e consci ous t hat al t er nat i ves si mpl y have t o be f ound . I t hi nk,

however , t hat t he cr i si s of t he Canadi an st at e i s mi r r or ed as much by t he cr i si s

of Canadi an t hought , and t hat t he Canadi an Lef t has not yet wor ked out how

we can r eact i vat e t he subj ect of our emanci pat i on . I woul d l i ke t o see t hat hap-

pen and t hen I coul d be a bi t mor e opt i mi st i c .

CLEMENT : Cer t ai nl y t he r esur gence of pol i t i cal economy has been i mpor t ant

f or me and f or a l ar ge number of peopl e . I t hi nk t hat t her e i s a communi t y of

i nt er est devel opi ng . As t o why t hi s has happened, t her e has al ways been a

pol i t i cal economy t r adi t i on i n t hi s count r y, but i t has been smot her ed, especi al -

l y i n t he soci al sci ences, by per spect i ves i mpor t ed l ar gel y f r om t he Uni t ed

St at es . However , t he uni ver si t y syst em has r ecent l y devel oped t o t he poi nt

wher e peopl e can act ual l y st udy and t each i n Canada and r emai n her e t o

r esear ch Canadi an pr obl ems . Thi s i s encour agi ng t o me .

What i s al so encour agi ng i s t he di si nt egr at i on of t he r i gi d bar r i er s t hat ex-

i st ed i n t he past bet ween t he var i ous di sci pl i nes . Pol i t i cal economy i s havi ng a

l ar ge r ol e i n t hi s . And, I t hi nk, i n gener al , t he i nt er est i n pol i t i cal quest i ons, i n

quest i ons of r eal pol i t i cal i mpor t ance, comes f r om t he pol i t i ci zat i on of a

br oader r ange of academi cs t han i n t he past . I do not t hi nk t hey r egar d

t hemsel ves any l onger as comment at or s, but wr i t e f or much mor e t han an

academi c audi ence, f or a br oader audi ence . Lar r y Pr at t t he ot her ni ght ( t he

dr amat i zat i on of Pr at t ' s book The Tar Sands on CBC T. V. ; Monday,

Sept ember 12) was cer t ai nl y a maj or st ep f or war d i n Canadi an pol i t i cal

economy .
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Ver y per sonal l y, I am qui t e exci t ed by t he cur r ent devel opment s, because I

amdoi ng some r esear ch f or whi ch I have been wai t i ng a l ong t i me on t r ansf or -

mat i ons i n t he Canadi an cl ass st r uct ur e, and I am now i n a posi t i on wher e I can

t hi nk f i ve year s ahead and desi gn al l ki nds of r esear ch over t hat per i od . Ther e

ar e enough peopl e ar ound t o t al k wi t h and t o debat e wi t h, so f or me, on a ver y

per sonal l evel t her e i s t he devel opment of a cr i t i cal mass of peopl e i nt er est ed i n

t he pr obl ems I consi der t o be t he i mpor t ant ones . And we ar e about t o do some

wor k .

PANI TCH: Can I add t o what Wal l y i s sayi ng? I t hi nk t hat al l of what he has

sai d i s t er r i bl y i mpor t ant , but t her e i s somet hi ng el se, and t hat i s t he cr i t i cal

mass of peopl e who ar e, i n t hei r pol i t i cal wor k, gi vi ng ser i ous t hought t o t he

quest i on of st r at egi c t heor y . One bi g quest i on i s, How do Mar xi st i nt el l ect ual s

si nk t hei r r oot s i n t he wor ki ng cl ass? A number of us have been wor ki ng on t hi s

pr obl em, but i t i s t oo bi g a subj ect t o go i nt o i t t oni ght i n mor e det ai l . I

t hought I woul d ment i on t he pr obl embecause i t i s cent r al .

PHI LLI PS: I do not know whet her i t i s t he West or t he weat her , but I am even

mor e pessi mi st i c t han Har ol d Chor ney . I am at t he same t i me i n a st at e of

euphor i a f r om al l t hi s i nt el l ect ual st i mul at i on . What has happened i n Quebec

r ai ses i nt r i gui ng quest i ons . The wor st par t of i t i s t hat t hese ar e scar cel y t al ked

about . So much f or t he pessi mi sm.

Ther e ar e t wo devel opment s t hat i nt er est me per sonal l y : one i s t he

r esur gence of i nt er est i n pol i t i cal economy . I came t hr ough t he Uni ver si t y of

Saskat chewan when i t was one of t he cent r es of pol i t i cal economy and my i n-

t er est has never f l agged . So obvi ousl y I am pl eased about t hi s devel opment .

The second happy devel opment i s t he i ncr ease i n i nt er est - par t i cul ar l y among

young wor ker s - i n t he concept of wor ker s' cont r ol , wor ker s' sel f -

management . Al ong wi t h t hi s has come a wel come i nt er est i n an under st and-

i ng of bot h al i enat i on and t he dehumani zat i on f unct i on of t echnol ogy as t he

agent of cl ass cont r ol . These ar e par t of a br oader i nt el l ect ual expl osi on whi ch

concer ns i t sel f wi t h not onl y al i enat i on f r om capi t al but f r om power , f r om

one' s count r y, one' s mi l i eu . Per haps t her e i s somet hi ng t o get exci t ed about !

Maybe I amdr eami ng, but I woul d l i ke t o hope .

KROKER: I n l i ght of t he quest i ons whi ch have been r ai sed concer ni ng t he di f -

f i cul t i es i n f or mul at i ng a pol i t i cal l y consci ous wor ker s' movement i n Canada

and t he possi bl e needf or a r eappr ai sal of t he Canadi an Lef t , woul d you car e t o

cl ar i f y whet her , and what , pr ogr essi ve t endenci es ar e emer gi ng f r om t he

Quebec si t uat i on?
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PANI TCH: Of cour se t her e ar e pr ogr essi ve t endenci es . Ther e i s no quest i on

but t hat t he Par t i Quebecoi s - whi ch i s by no means a pr ol et ar i an par t y - i s a

pr ogr essi ve f or ce i n r el at i on t o t he r eact i onar y f or ces t hat t he Li ber al Par t y

r epr esent s . However , t o go over boar d on t hat , t o engage i n wi shf ul t hi nki ng

wi t h r egar d t o what some peopl e see as t he possi bi l i t y f or " doi ng a Cuba" i n

whi ch a pet t y- bour geoi s par t y mobi l i zes t he wor ki ng cl ass, ki cks out t he

Amer i cans and t ur ns i t sel f i nt o a sor t of Communi st Par t y, t hat sur el y seems t o

me t o be a pi e- i n- t he- sky dr eam. But t hat i s not t o say t hat t her e ar e no pr o-

gr essi ve t endenci es i n t he Par t i Quebecoi s, and t hat t hey ar e not under t aki ng

pr ogr essi ve act i ons i n t er ms of bui l di ng a newcompr omi se, a cl ass compr omi se,

i n Quebec . I nevi t abl y, t hat i s what i s happeni ng, and t he ant i - scab l egi sl at i on

i s an exampl e of i t , al t hough t her e ar e ot her ar eas wher e t hey ar e def i ci ent , par -

t i cul ar l y because of t hei r need t o secur e Amer i can l oans .

Anot her i mpor t ant , pr ogr essi ve t endency, whi ch i s occur r i ng i n Quebec as

wel l as i n Engl i sh Canada, i s a t endency on t he par t of pol i t i cal act i vi st s t o st op

t hi nki ng t hat t hey have t o have t he cor r ect l i ne and t he cor r ect f or mul at i on of

t he pr oper par t y or gani zat i on bef or e t hey engage i n st r uggl e . I n f act , t her e i s a

r eal i zat i on t hat one cannot concei ve of t he r evol ut i onar y par t y i n t he abst r act ,

t hat onl y when a suf f i ci ent number of wor ker s have been mobi l i zed i nt o Mar x-

i st act i on gr oups acr oss t he count r y can one addr ess t he quest i on of what ki nd

of par t y i s needed . The wor ki ng cl ass i t sel f has t o be i nvol ved i n bui l di ng t hat .

CHORNEY: I t seems t o me t hat whi l e i t i s qui t e t r ue t hat t he event s i n Quebec

have def i ni t el y opened up a whol e ar ea i n whi ch pr ogr essi ve not i ons can be ar -

t i cul at ed, and i n whi ch l ong submer ged quest i ons can be f i nal l y asked about

t he nat ur e of t he Canadi an st at e and t he Canadi an nat i on, at t he same t i me i t

i s ver y i nt er est i ng t hat t he Quebec quest i on has al so been a ki nd of t ouchpoi nt

f or many wor ki ng cl ass peopl e i n t er ms of t hei r at t i t udes t owar ds t he basi c way

i n whi ch t hey have been cul t ur al l y domi nat ed by var i ous not i ons . I n par t i cul ar ,

t o put i t qui t e f r ankl y, t he ki nd of r aci sm t hat one f i nds amongst many peopl e

i n Engl i sh- speaki ng Canada . Maybe i t i s mor e par t i cul ar t o t he West t han i t i s

t o cent r al Canada, but one f i nds a t r emendous l at ent host i l i t y t owar ds t he i dea

t hat t he Fr ench i n Quebec shoul d be abl e t o asser t t hemsel ves and cr eat e an i n-

dependent and aut onomous st at e . And i t seems t o me t hat Tr udeau and t he

Li ber al Par t y have ver y ef f ect i vel y and ver y danger ousl y, pl ayed on t hat f ear and

have used i t t o def l ect at t ent i on away f r om some of t he ver y i mpor t ant i ssues

t hat cur r ent l y, i n bot h t he economi c and soci al sense, ar e ver y cr i t i cal at t hi s

t i me .

I woul d see t he Quebec si t uat i on, di al ect i cal l y, as cut t i ng bot h ways . On t he

one hand, t her e ar e ver y pr ogr essi ve t hi ngs : Leo has ment i oned some of t hem

- t he l abour l aws, t he i dea of t he Quebec peopl e f i nal l y dar i ng i n t he bal l ot
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box t o vot e f or somet hi ng t hat t hey have been t ol d f or gener at i ons i s anat hema .

These ar e t he pr ogr essi ve f eat ur es of i t , but at t he same t i me, i t has enabl ed

some ver y r eact i onar y t hi ngs t o get st i r r ed up . And I amr eal l y ver y cur i ous t o

know how t he Quebec si t uat i on wi l l be r esol ved i n a way t hat wi l l pr event t he

Canadi an st at e as a whol e f r om becomi ng mor e aut hor i t ar i an . I see t hat as one

of t he i mpor t ant chal l enges f or peopl e on t he Lef t , t o see how t hey can deal and

come t o t er ms wi t h t hat par t i cul ar pr obl em.

CLEMENT : I have l i t t l e t o add t o what Har ol d and Leo sai d, except t o say I

woul d agr ee t hat i t cer t ai nl y i s pr ogr essi ve . I t has opened debat e . I shoul d add

t hat I have gr eat f ear s as wel l about t he consequences because t he act i ons of t he

U. S . st at e ar e ver y f r i ght eni ng . But I t hi nk t hat t her e has al so been a sub-

mer gi ng of some of t he cl ass i ssues . Thi s has caused a concer n on my par t . But I

t hi nk i t i mpor t ant t o suppor t t hese moves i n Quebec f or aut onomy, f or cont r ol ,

f or peopl e cont r ol l i ng t hei r own l i ves and bei ng abl e t o have a say i n mat t er s

t hat af f ect t hem. One can hope t hat i t wi l l be a posi t i ve l esson, but i f t he f or ces

of r epr essi on become t oo st r ong, i t can have r egr essi ve r ami f i cat i ons t hr oughout

t he count r y . I woul d agr ee wi t h Har ol d t hat psychol ogi cal l y t he ef f ect s ar e at

best mi xed .

PHI LLI PS: I f I can cont i nue a poi nt I made ear l i er , t he Par t i Quebecoi s i s

obvi ousl y a coal i t i on of bot h pr ogr essi ve, pet t y bour geoi s, and t echnocr act i c

f or ces shel t er i ng under t he umbr el l a of nat i onal i sm. I t i s al so obvi ous t hat t her e

ar e power f ul pr ogr essi ve t endenci es wi t hi n t he wor ki ng cl ass t r ade uni on move-

ment i n Quebec, whi ch ar e much st r onger t han anywher e el se i n Canada at t he

pr esent t i me . Once t he pr obl emof t he st at e has been r esol ved one way or t he

ot her ( i . e . an i ndependent st at e or a modi f i ed Conf eder at i on) , t hen t he cl ass

i ssues have t o come t o t he f or e . My f ear i s t hat t he pr ogr essi ve el ement s wi l l

t hen br eak down al ong t he ol d l i nes, and we shal l see a gover nment of not - so-

pr ogr essi ves whi ch wi l l be, at best , soci al democr at i c, and, at wor st , l i ber al .

Thi s i s t he t r adi t i on t hat has usual l y pr evai l ed i n Canada.

Wi t h r egar d t o t he West , I do not t hi nk t he opposi t i on i s t o Quebec . The op-

posi t i on r at her i s t o cent r al Canada, t o a ki nd of pur e di ct at i on f r om t he

met r opol i t an cent r e . The opposi t i on i n t he West t o Ot t awa and Tr udeau' s

Fr enchi f i cat i on pr ogr ami mposed f r omon hi gh i s essent i al l y t he same r esponse

as t hat of t he Far mer s' Movement ear l i er i n t he cent ur y t o si mi l ar edi ct s f r om

si mi l ar di r ect i ons . The r esi st ance i s t o sol ut i ons t o pr obl ems t hat have meani ng

i n t he cent r e of Canada but ver y l i t t l e meani ng i n t he West .
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