
The Wo r l d of  Ser geant -Major

BUNGKUS: TWO INTERVIEWS WITH

1. Early  H istory

BA  (Ben  A n d erso n ): Pak (Fath er) Bu n g k u s, d u rin g  th e  R ev o lu tio n , w h ere  w ere  y o u ?  In 

East Jav a all the tim e, o r in  C en tral Jav a?  O r so m ew h ere  e lse?

Bu n g k u s: It w as lik e  th is, d u rin g  the R e v o lu tio n , ac tu ally  ev en  b e fo re  th e  R ev o lu tio n  

arriv ed , I w as alre ad y  a so ld ie r in  th e  T K R ,1 in  a b atta lio n  o f  th e  Red  A n ts (Sem u t 

M erah) . In  Situ b o n d o .

BA : Red A nts ?

Bungkus: Y es, R ed A nts. In  those day s battalion s had names like that, k a n ?  A ndjin g  Lau t  

(Se a-D o g s, i.e ., Se als) , Sikatan  (Jav an e se , a k in d  o f  m ag p ie ) , A lap-alap  (Jav anese, 

Falc o n s) . N owaday s, all this is gone. They  hav e numbers instead.

A D  (A rie f  D jati): H o w  lo ng  w ere  y o u  w ith  the Red  A n ts?

Bu ng ku s: W e ll, the Red  A n ts w ere d e stro y ed  b y  the D u tc h  in  Ju ly  '47  [at th e  start o f  the 

First C lash , o r fu ll m ilitary  c o n fro n tatio n ], so , le t's  see, 1945 ,1946  ... alm o st tw o  y ears.

A D : A nd before the R ed A nts?  W ere y ou in the P eta? 2

1 Tentera K eam anan Rakjat (People's Security A rm y), form ally inaugurated  on  O ctob er 5 ,1945 , w as the 

f irst " arm y "  of the Repub lic of Indonesia proclaim ed  on A ugust 17. It b ecam e the Tentera K eselam atan  

Rakjat [sam e initials] (People's Salvation A rm y) on  January  1,1946, the TRI (A rm y of the Indonesian  

Repub lic) tw o m onths later, on Feb ruary  26, and  TN I (N ational A rm y of  Indonesia) on  M ay 5 ,1947 . That 

Bungkus recalls the TK R as having b een there " b efore the R evolution"  suggests that for him  the 

Revolution m eant the onset of real fighting w ith  the colonialists.

2 Peta, from  Pem b ela T anah A ir (D efenders of the M otherland), w as created  in O ctob er 1943 b y the 

Japanese 16th A rm y occupying Java. It w as intended to b e a locally b ased, guerrilla force in the event of  an  

A llied invasion. O n the eve of  the Japanese surrend er it num b ered ab out 37,000 m en, w ith  m ajors, heading  

b attalions, as its highest-ranking officers. It had  no central com m and  or staff.
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Bungkus: N o. I w as still in school. It  w as like this: I ac tually  w an ted to jo in  the m ilitary  fo r  a 

long time. I tried to g et  into H eiho, hut cou ldn ' t.3 W o n g , I w as still in the fifth  g rade o f  primary  

school.

A D : W here was that?

Bungkus: In Panarukan .

A D : So y ou  really  w an ted to be a soldier w hen  y ou  w ere on ly  in the fifth  grade?

Bungkus: Yes. Becau se ev ery  tim e my  elder brothers came hom e from  P eta train ing  in M un tjar  

(a sm all f ish in g -to w n  in  Ban ju w an g i)  they  looked so dashing  (g ag ah -g ag ah ) . I w an ted so 

much to be like them. M y  brothers told me, " If y ou  w an t to be a soldier, P eta means P embela 

Tanah A ir, defenders o f  ou r country . So w e hold high the d e rad jat (p erh ap s, here , 'h o n o r')  o f  

ou r nation ."  A ctually , I didn ' t know  w hat this meant. I didn ' t understand w ho o r  w hat it  w as 

that  had to be " held hig h."  Bu t I w an ted to serv e  (m e n g ab d i) . H ow ev er, at  that  t im e, I 

couldn' t. I ev en  w an ted to jo in  the K aigun  (Jap an e se  N av y ) .4 Their train ing -g round w as in  

P ekalongan , at the nav y  base in P ekalongan . Bu t  it  didn ' t w ork out. Finally , I tried fo r  the 

D jibakutai, bu t that didn ' t w ork ou t either.5 M y  body  w as too small. Then all o f  a sudden , there  

was a call fo r  those son s o f  the Indon esian  nation  w ho w an ted to serv e the coun try  to jo in  the 

TKR. In the end, that w as the reason w hy  I ran aw ay  from  school.

A D  (laughing) : So y ou  really  ran aw ay  from  school?

KS (Khanis Suv ian ita) : W hat g rade w ere y ou  in then?

Bungkus: Still in G rade 5. The R ed A n t  un it  I  belonged to w as station ed in [ the subdistric t  of]  

K aran gasem  ( in  th e  p re se n t-d ay  su b d istric t o f  G e n ten g , G e n ten g  d istric t, kabupaten  o f 

Ban ju w an g i) . A fter  that  I w as stat ion ed in A sembagus. Fin ally , I  w as tran sferred to this 

p e rd ik an  ... ( inau d ib le), and then the D utch attacked.6

BA : H ow  old w ere y ou  then, w hen  y ou  signed up?

Bungkus: Eighteen.

BA : Really ?

Bungkus: Y es, I w as born on A ugust 1 ,1927 .

A D : W as there a p esantrfen (ru ral M u slim  sc ho o l) there in A sembagus?

3 The H eiho, form ed  in m id -1943, b efore Peta, eventually num b ered  ab out 25,000 m en. U nlike the Peta, it 

w as an  integral, if auxiliary, p art of the Im perial A rm y, and  could  serve anyw here in the Em pire. The 

highest rank  op en to Indonesians w as sergeant-m ajor.

4 A fter the N etherlands Indies fell to the Japanese in M arch 1942, its territory  w as d ivid ed  into three 

separate adm inistrative zones; the Jap an ese 16th A rm y held Java, the 25 *  A rm y held S um atra plus ex-  

British M alaya, and  the Japanese N avy  everything else. Though Java w as 16th A rm y territory , the N avy  

controlled  the huge naval b ase in Surabaja and  w as a presence in other Javanese ports.

5 U sually know n b y the Indonesian version  of  its nam e, Barisan Berani M ati (D are-to-D ie, or Suicide, 

C orps). Form ed  in D ecem b er 1944, nine m onths b efore the Jap anese Em p ire collapsed, it took  its 

m etaphoric lead from  the kam ikaze p lots o f  the tim e. It w as said to  b e the m ost " Japanif ied"  of  the various 

native m ilitias form ed  b y the 16th A rm y, an d  num b ered — perhaps— ab out fifty thousand  youths.

6 Traditionally, a perdikan  village w as one granted  exem ption from  taxation by a Javanese ruler, either 

b ecause it had  pro vid ed  som e exem plary  service o r b ecause its terrain  included so m e sacred  site w hich the 

villagers w ere obliged to care for. W e w ere not sure if this is the m eaning Bungkus attached  to the w ord.
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Bungkus: A re y ou  serious?  The on ly  on e c lose by  w as in Sukoredjo, under K jai A s' ad. Bu t then  

it didn ' t hav e so many  san tri as it  has now .7

A D : D id its santri also become soldiers?

Bungkus: Y es, indeed. Some jo in ed Beta, som e the TKR. Bu t most  o f  these v illag e boy s, w hether  

p esantr& n boy s o r  ordin ary  p e m u d a, rather than  jo in in g  a regu lar m ilitary  organ ization , 

preferred to jo in  b ad an  [p erd ju an g an ] . . . 8 — like BPRI, H izbu llah, P esindo.9 There w ere a lot 

o f  them. In those day s ev ery  party  had its ow n  p e m u d a organ ization . It  w as they  w ho defended 

Surabaja along  w ith the TKR. Bu t after the g ov ernm en t carried ou t its R e-Ra tu rn ing  the TKR  

into the TN I, they  a l l . . . 10

A D : In those day s, didn ' t y ou  use the Indonesian  language (b ah asa In d o n esia)?

Bungkus: In those day s, i f  I'm  n o t  m istaken , b a h a sa  In d o n e s ia  was st ill b a h a sa  M e laju  

(M alay ), no?

KS: Yes.

BA : Bu t in the Red A nts, did y ou  use M adu rese or not?

Bungkus: It  w as a mix . There w ere soldiers w ho u sed Japan ese, and ev en  som e w ho st ill u sed 

D utch.

BA : Really ?  D utch?

7 San tri can  either be used  for the pious M uslim s in general, or, as here, for the pupils in a pesan tren  (p e-  

santri-an). Bungkus w as referring to the fam ous Pesantren  Syalafiyah founded b y K . H . A s'ad  Sjam sul 

A rifin, a favorite pupil of K. H . H asjim  A sjari w ho in 1926 founded N ahdlatul U lam a, the first " national-  

level"  organization  of " trad itionalist"  ulama. It is located  q uite close to Situb ondo.

8 In  the language of the Revolution (and  after), pemuda m eant a youth d ed icated  to the anti-colonial 

struggle. Badan perdjuangan  (struggle organizations) w ere the characteristic arm ed  you th  m ilitias, outsid e 

the Repub lican A rm y, w hich w ere usually, b ut not alw ays, loosely aligned w ith p articular political parties.

9 BPRI (Badan Pem b erontak  Repub lik Indonesia, Repub lic of  Indonesia Rebel C orp s), created  late in 1945  

b y the colorful youth  leader and  skilled b ro adcaster Bung Tom o, w as unaffiliated w ith  any political party. 

Its m ain strength  w as in East Java. H izb ullah (A rm y of  A llah), form ed at the end of  1944, w as originally a 

sm all group  of  young M uslim s trained  b y the Jap anese to  help fight the A llies. In the autum n of  1945, it 

underw ent a sub stantial expansion, and  represented  increasingly a largely urb an arm ed  youth-w ing of  the 

Islam ic political p arty  M asjum i. Pesindo (Pem ud a Sosialis Indonesia, Indonesian Socialist Youth), created  

on N ovem b er 10 ,1 9 4 5  out of the am algam ation  o f  several regional leftist youth  groups, b ecam e the 

pow erful arm ed  y outh-w ing of  the Socialist Party , w hich at that tim e included a b road  range of  leftw ing  

political activists. Bungkus's chronology  is a little confusing. Som e m em b ers o f  these group s w ere  

eventually  incorporated  into the regular m ilitary, b ut only  long after the TK R had b ecom e the TN I, i.e. in  

the spring of  1947.

10 Re-Ra— Reorganization  and  Rationalization. N ick nam e for a com prehensive plan d raw n  up in M arch  

1948 b y C om m ander-in -C hief  G eneral Sudirm an and  A rm y C hief  of  Staff Col. A . H . N asution on  the b asis 

of  the lessons supposedly  learned  from  the Repub lic's d efeat in the First C lash w ith the D utch (Ju ly -  

A ugust 1947). It aim ed  at dem obilizing the ind ependent m ilitias, w hile recruiting so m e of  their form er 

m em b ers into the TN I. The A rm y 's size, too, w as to b e drastically red uced , to m atch the w eaponry  

actually  available. H ostility to the plan, w hich w as som etim es aim ed  at arm ed  group s opp osed  to 

gov ern m ent policy, w as one factor leading up to the M ad iun A ffair of  Septem b er 1948 (for w hich see notes 

29 and  31 b elow ).
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Bungkus: O ne or two. W e didn ' t really  understand w hat they  w ere say ing . Y ou see, ou r leaders 

mix ed up languages. A ny  w ay  they  liked. So, fo r  ex ample, w hen  they  y elled at us "Bag e ro !"  it 

came ou t as Bag eeeeroo!11

W e all: H a-ha-ha!

Bungkus: The im portan t thing , d jar6 (Jav anese , th ey  say ), is that B ag e r o  means no g ood ... 

no good. So w e didn' t do it (w hat w e had done w rong) again.

A D : So there w ere Japanese also jo in in g  up ?

Bungkus: Yes. Eh ... no. They  w ere ex -H eihd, ex -P eta, ex -Kaigun . These [ organ iz ation s]  w ere 

now  dead, bu t their language liv ed on. So these guy s'  sty le w as still the Tenno H eika (Jap anese  

te rm  fo r the Em p ero r)  sty le.

2. The Early  R evolution

BA : W ho  w as y o u r co m m an d er at first?

Bu n g k u s: If  I re m e m b e r rig h t, he  w as P ak  R asad , P ak  R asad i. A  m ajo r. A  fo rm e r 

D aid an tjo  (Battalio n  C o m m an d er)  in  the Peta.

BA : A  m ajo r?

Bu n g k u s: Pak  R asad i, if  I'm  n o t m istak en . I fo rg et. Bu t b y  th en , he  (beliau , re sp ec tfu l)  

had  alre ad y  d ied  o n  th e  b attle f ie ld  ( g u gu r) . H e w as killed ov er there  (p o in ts)  at  P asir  

Pu tih. A t th at tim e  I'd  a lre ad y  b e e n  assig n ed  to  th e  Su rab aja  fro n t, w h ic h  ran  fro m  

Sid o ard jo  u p  to  Ban g il— Ban g il b e c au se  b y  th en  the D u tc h  had  m o v ed  u p  th e re .121 w as 

th en  in  the b arrac k s (pradju ritan ), asrama (d o rm ito ry ) , in  Situ b o n d o  w h en  th in g s started  

to  h ap p en . W e  g o t a re p o rt ab o u t th ree  w arsh ip s, kok— if  I am  n o t m istak en , c arry in g  

En g lish  f lag s.131 had  o n ly  arriv ed  b ac k  fro m  th e  fro n t a w eek  o r so  b e fo re h an d . W e 

w ere  su p p o sed  to  g o  to  Pasir Pu tih  to  p re v e n t th em  [fro m  lan d in g ] . Bu t w h at co u ld  w e  

d o ? T h e re  w ere  th ese  w arsh ip s fu ll o f  tro o p s, and  all k in d s o f  w eap o ns. Bu t w h at ty p es 

w e  d id n 't kn o w . A ll w e had  w ere  the g u n s w e  th en  called  djuki (g en eral Jap an e se  w o rd  

fo r "g u n " )  le ft b eh in d  b y  the Jap an e se , if  I'm  n o t m istak en . If  w e  fired  o f f  a ro u n d , w e 

w ere  b o m b ard ed  b y  the w arsh ip s ' c an n o n  and  fo rced  to  sc atte r. T h at w as h o w  d irec t 

c o m b at b e g an , w ith  the en try  o f  D u tc h  fo rces in to  Pasir Pu tih . T h a t's  w h ere  w e  w ere  

attac k e d  b y  ae ro p lan e s fro m  M alan g , w h ic h  c ro ssed  th e  A rg o p u ra  ran g e  an d  th e n  

nokek (M ad u rese , "sw e rv e d ,"  "v e e re d ")  [no rth ]. So  o u r b attalio n  fell ap art, and  w e  lo st 

o n e w h o le  b atta lio n  ... eh  ... c o m p an y . Fro m  Pasir P u tih  [the en em y ] p u rsu ed  u s to

11 Ind igenization of  bay akero  (im becile), the favorite term  of  ab use tow ard s sub ordinates in the Japanese  

m ilitary and in the arm ed  group s trained b y the Japanese during the O ccupation.

12 In m id -N ovem b er 1945, after the killing of  the British Brigad ier-G eneral M allab y, Louis M ountb atten's 

A llied forces in Surabaja op ened  a general onslaught on  the city b y air, sea, and  land. The p oorly  arm ed  

Indonesian youths and  m ilitary p ut up a stiff, costly resistance, b ut w ere eventually  driven out into the 

countryside. W hen the British did not try  to pursue them  seriously, a sem icircular " f ron t"  w as created  by  

the Repub lic, running from  K rian to the south-south-w est o f  Surabaja over to Sidoardjo on  the east. This 

front held until the D utch, replacing the British, felt strong enough to launch their First Police A ction in 

July 1947. Bangil w as a strategic rail-junction south of Surabaja, hitherto under Repub lican control.

13 Bungkus m isrem em b ered  here. A ll British forces had  left the Indies b y the end  of  1946.These w arships  

w ere D utch.
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Situ b o n d o , to  Prad je k an , and  after th at to  the So u th .14 T h e  u p sh o t w as, to  m ak e  a lo ng  

sto ry  sh o rt, w e  w ere  sc atte red  all o v er and  w ith o u t le ad ers, so  w e  d ec id e d  to  h ead  o ff  

to  Pak  M ag e n d a's  b attalio n  in  Bo n d o w o so , the A n d jin g  L au t Battalio n . Bu t w e  c o u ld n 't 

m eet u p  w ith  th em  b e c au se  th ey  to o  w ere  b e in g  h am m ered  b y  the D u tch . T h e  q u estio n  

fo r u s w as: w h e re  had  th ese  D u tc h  fo rc es co m e fro m ?  It seem s th at afte r th e  D u tc h  

se iz ed  Pasir Pu tih , th ey  d iv id ed  th e ir fo rces in to  tw o , w ith  o ne  co lu m n  h e ad in g  fo r 

Ban g il and  the o th er to  th e  east, to w ard s Ban ju w an g i and  Bo n d o w o so . Fro m  Situ b o n d o  

to  Bo n d o w o so  and  D jem b er. T h a t's  h o w  it w as, kan l N ah, th e  u n its th at w e n t w est 

b atte red  o u r p eo p le  in  Ban g il and  d e stro y ed  them . It w as at th at p o in t th at I fe lt at m y  

w it's  w h ere  to  g o  next. So  I sp en t ab o u t a w e ek  try in g  to  find  m y  co m rad es till I w as 

su c c e ssfu l. I spen t  abou t  a w eek or tw o around here, after w e w ere smashed in P asir  Pu tih, 

because the D utch had also broken  the defen siv e line o f  the Su rabaja fr o n t  and fin ally  took 

Bangil. I w aited a w hile, looking fo r  my  comrades. Fin ally  I ran into qu ite a number o f  them. In 

the end, there w ere abou t  six ty - fiv e o f  us. Y o u  kn o w , in  th o se  d ay s th ere  w ere  a lo t T K R  

b o y s h ere  in  Besu k i. Bu t th e  D u tc h  had  alre ad y  en te red  (and  o c c u p ie d )  th e  [su g ar? ]-  

fac to ry  here. A  w ho le  lo t o f  them . Bu t w e  ju st stay ed  q u iet. A fte r th at, a p am p h le t fro m  

G ene ral Sp o o r in  Batav ia w as c ircu lated  (by  air d ro p ), o rd erin g  th e  T N I to  su rren d er its 

arm s to  th e  so ld ie rs o f  Q u ee n  W ilh e lm in a .15 Lho, w e  d id n 't p ay  th is m u c h  atte n tio n , 

kan . T h e  p ro b le m  w as h o w  to  lin k  u p  w ith  o u r co m rad es. "A y o, ru n !"  So  w e  ran . Bu t 

w e  had  no  lead e r. O u r le ad e r w as d ead . M an y  o f  u s had  b e en  k illed . W ah ! W e didn ' t  

w ant to su rrender [ou r guns] . Then w hat shou ld w e do?  I said: " A ssemble the unit. A y o , let' s 

run o ff to the mountains."  Y es, the term I u sed w as " run o ff."  W hat else?  ( lau g h ing )

W e all: H a-ha-ha!

Bu n g k u s: I h a d n 't th e n  h eard  o f  th e  te rm  " g u e rrilla ,"  so  d id n 't u n d e rstan d  w h at 

g u e rrilla  w ar w as all ab o u t. T h e re  w ere  ab o u t six ty - f iv e  o f  u s, w ith  a ju st a few  g u n s. 

So  w e  had  to  h u n t fo r o th ers ab an d o n ed  in  th e  w o o d s. T h e n  w h at?  Bu t then w e w ere  

really  con fu sed, becau se w e used to hav e commanders fo r  ou r squads, commanders fo r  ou r  

platoon s — in those day s they  w ere called sections. Bu t now , there w as not a sing le one. W e w ere 

all m ore o r  less the sam e rank, k o k . Im ag in e , w e  th e n  had  o n ly  fo u r fu ll co rp o rals  and  a 

b u n c h  o f  p riv ate s, and  w e  h ad  n o  c o m m an d e r fo r o u r p lato o n . W h at sh o u ld  w e  d o ? 

Im ag in e , no  c o m m an d er! So  h o w  c o u ld  w e  k n o w  w h e re  to  m arc h ?  W e ll, w e  had  to  

learn . “ A y o, le t's  ju st d o  it th is w ay , e le c t so m e o n e ."  I d o n 't k n o w  if  th is w as d em o cracy  

o r no t. T h e  im p o rtan t th in g , th is w as o u r f irst tim e . Fin ally , w e  se ttled  o n a co rp o ral w e  

tru sted , w h o  had  train ed  w ith  u s and  w h o  h ad  th e  m o st le ad e rsh ip  ab ility . H is nam e 

w as Pak  K asm au n . It  so happen ed that it  w as P ak Kasmaun  w ho w as elected. Because he had 

[an air]  o f  au thority . A s fa r  as his know ledg e  (k e p an d aian )  was concerned, w ell, o f  cou rse his 

education  w as on ly  SD  eh . ..  SR .16 Said  P ak  K asm au n : " If  it is u n an im o u s, fine , I acc ep t.

14 This is the standard  spelling on  road  m ap s, though  Prad jegan w ould  be all right too. Bungkus used a 

M ad urized  version of  the nam e, i.e. K radjekan.

15 C om m ander-in -C hief  of  the D utch arm ed  forces d uring m ost of  the Revolution. A  veteran o f  the special 

colonial m ilitary K N IL (K oninklijk N ederland sch Indisch Leger), w ith long experience in political 

intelligence, he controlled b oth the revived  K N IL and  the regular D utch arm y (K L, K oninklijk Leger) 

forces sent from  H olland.

16 SD — Sekolah D asar, Prim ary  School, is a contem p orary  term ; SR— Sekolah Rakjat, Peop le's School, w as a 

term  used during the Revolution and  long after.
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Bu t o n  o n e  c o n d itio n : in  b attle  I w ill b e  y o u r c o m m an d er, b u t y o u  b o y s h av e  to  h u n t 

fo r y o u r fo o d  y o u rse lv e s."  H a-ha-ha-ha!  That' s w hat he said.

BA : Really ?

Bungku s: Y es, ex actly  that. It  w as qu ite som ething . M y  earlier  ex perien ce [w as differen t] , I 

mean  w e had ou r barracks here, in Tampuran. There w as then  a lot o f  smugg ling  g oin g  on. So 

that ev ery  tim e w e retu rned to the barracks, there w as alw ay s fo o d  w aiting  fo r  us. There w as a 

fo o d  qu ota (d jatah ). W here did it  com e from ?  Trom  the company  commander. L h a, i f  P ak 

Kasmaun  w as appoin ted platoon  commander w here w ou ld w e g e t  ric e fr om ?  ( L a u g h s ) . 

A n y w ay , w e  th en  had  a lo n g  d isc u ssio n , and  e v e n tu ally  w e  fo rm ed  so m e sq u ad s, and  

last o f  all a p lato o n , a sectio n .

A rief : C an  I ask  y o u , Pak, h o w  b ig  a p lato o n  w as at th at tim e?

Bu n g k u s: T w e lv e  m en , at th at tim e . W e 'd  fo rm ed  a p lato o n  w ith  a c o m m an d e r, b u t 

n o w  w h at?  "H o ld  it th e re , d o n 't le t's  b e c o m e  g u e rrillas  [y et]. W h at's  im p o rtan t is to  

find  a [h ig h er ] co m m an d er f irst."  "W h o  sh o u ld  w e  jo in  u p  w ith ? "  "Bu t w e  [sho u ld  g o ] 

w h ere  w e co ntro l the are a."  Fin ally , afte r lo o k in g  fo r co n tacts h ere  and  th ere , w e fo u nd  

w h at w e  w ere  lo o k in g  fo r, so m e  A n d jin g  L au t u n its in  Bo n d o w o so , w h ic h  still had  

p ro p er u n its. T h e ir co m m an d er w as R ad en  Su te d jo , a c ap tain .17 So  [w e said ] , " O key -lah. 

A yo, le t's  jo in  u p  w ith  th em  and  b e c o m e  A n d jin g  Lau t, no t Red  A n ts any  m o re ."

BA : So  fro m  Red  A n ts y o u  g o t p ro m o ted  to  b e  Sea-D o g s?

A ll: H a-ha-ha!

Bungkus: So w e looked around and ev en tually  met up w ith som e o f  ou r prev iou s leaders, w ho 

w ere boy s o f  P ak M ag enda,18 They  w ere in Bondow oso. So w e jo in ed up w ith them. They  said: 

"A y o , y ou r m ission  is in Besuki. Go and fig h t  there, alongside us, under the Bondow oso base 

command o f  the Sea-D ogs  . . . "

BA : W asn' t P ak M agenda M enadonese?

Bungku s: N o. H e w as fr om  San ghie-T alaud  ( th e  strin g  o f  sm all is lan d s b e tw e e n  th e  

n o rth e rn  tip  o f  Su law e si and  M in d an ao  in  th e  so u th e rn  P h ilip p in e s) . H e looked like a 

Portugu ese or D utch p eran ak an .19 V ery  tall.

BA : Bu t ev en tually  he w en t into intelligence?

Bungkus: Yes.

A D : A t  that time w asn' t  Besuki a Residency ? 20

17 R ad en w as then a title w hich still had  som e social im portance. It signaled distant, dim inished, royal 

blood.

18 A . E. J. M agenda, b orn in 1919, had  b een in the Peta. D uring the First C lash /Po lice A ction he 

com m and ed  Battalion 26, p art of Brigade III, w ith  headq uarters in M alang.

19 It is not clear w hat Bungkus m eant b y  this. Peranakan , w hen attached  to w ord s for D utch, C hinese, A rab , 

or Portuguese, used  to connote prim arily people from  foreign countries w ho w ere b orn in the Indies—  

C reoles, so to speak. But it w as also used  for people of m ixed  foreign-Indonesian descent— M estizos, in 

effect.

20 U ntil close to the very  end of  the colonial period, the Residency (under a D utch " R esid ent" ) w as the 

largest unit of  the territorial b ureaucracy. Below  that level w ere Regencies or kabupaten , D istricts or 

kew edanaan , and  Subdistricts or ketjamatan , all m anned  b y native adm inistrators.
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Bungkus: Y es, that' s w hat they  say . I didn ' t know  this w hen  I w as still in school. The R esiden t  

used to hav e his offices here, n ear that office-bu ildin g  ov er by  the corner. (Po in ts)  In w hat is 

now  the police station  ... Then  som ehow , may be because there w ere many  rapid changes in 

society , the D utch g ov ernm ent set  up a new  adm in istrativ e cen ter in Bondow oso ...

A D : Y ou mean it w as at that poin t that Besuki became a subdistrict? 21

Bungkus: N ot  ex actly . A fter the adm in istration  moved to Bondow oso, the area around here w as  

run by  distric t - o fficers  (w e d an a) . A s I rem em ber it, in those day s there w ere on ly  fo u r  

subdistricts in each distric t, bu t now aday s there are a lot. W hen  I fir s t  g o t  back here  (re lease d  

fro m  p riso n ) I w as v ery  con fused. In the old day s I kn ew  Ban ju  G lugur, that  area ov er there to 

the w est  o f  this k am p u n g , as part  o f  Besuki. Bu t n ow  it has becom e a subdistric t  o f  its own. 

A nd Ban teng  ov er there ... Sumbermalang  too.22

BA : O n the A ndjin g  Taut, w ere the men M adurese?

Bungkus: W ell, 85 percen t w ere local boy s, I mean people from  the R esidency  o f  Besuki. The rest  

w ere from  M alang , and some from  C en tral Java. There w ere C hin ese too.

A D : Really ?  W ho, fo r  ex ample?

Bungkus: The Ling, bu t he had already  been killed in combat  (g u g u r).

BA : So he died during  the fig ht in g  w ith the D utch?

Bungkus: Y es, he took a bu llet  in the area sou th o fP asu ru an , let' s see . . .  hmm ...  w here?

A D : In Tosari?

Bungkus: N o.

A D : K lakah?

Bungkus: Below  Klakah.

BA : In the Ranu  Pane mountain  range?

Bungkus: Y es.23 It  w as w hen  w e cam e dow n fr om  the m oun tain s and w ere at tacked by  the 

D utch in the ricefelds. In that battle ...  A d u h ! W hat w as the name?  Sometim es I fo rg e t , an d  

som etim es I rem ember. O r the name disappears, bu t then  som etim es it com es back to me later. 

A nyw ay , many  o f  ou r boy s w ere killed there.

A rief : W h at ran k  d id  y o u  ho ld  then , Pak?

Bu n g k u s: I w as still P riv ate  First C lass. So  an y w ay , w e  g o t o rd ers fro m  th e  b attalio n  

c o m m an d e r to  b e  ac tiv ate d  in to  re g u lar p la to o n s , w ith  P rad ju rit K e p ala  (H ead  

Priv ate s, th e  to p  ran k  fo r p riv ate s)  as he ad s, in  ch arg e  o f  se c u rity  in  o u r area, Besu k i.

21 D uring  the Revolution, Besuki ceased  to b e the capital of the Residency of that nam e, b eing d em oted  to 

the position of a subunit in the new  Resid ency of  Banjuw angi. T od ay it is a d istrict in the kabupaten  of  

Situbondo.

22 Banju G lugur is in the sub district of  Besuki, in the p resent-day kabupaten  of  Prob olinggo. " Banteng"  is 

short for D jatib anteng in the sam e sub district. Sum b erm alang is in the sub district of  W ringin, in the 

kabupaten  of  Bondow oso.

23 This " y es"  does not seem  right. The Ranu Pane range is far to  the south, near M t. Sem eru, and  in any  

case is m uch higher than K lakah. Perhap s Bungkus thought I had  said Ranujoso, w hich is indeed " b elow "  

K lakah.
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Bu t, tac tic a lly  sp e ak in g , P ak  Su te d jo , Rad &n Su te d jo , w as in  Bo n d o w o so , w h ile  th e  

b attalio n  co m m an d er (M ag end a) w as aw ay  in D jem b er. H e w as a m ajo r, b u t b o th  m en  

had  b e e n  in  th e  Peta. So  w e  started  to  b e  g u e rrillas. T h e  D u tc h  d id n 't k n o w  ab o u t u s 

then . Bu t f in ally  the D u tc h  d id  send  so m e krotjo -krotjo  (Jav an ese , " ran k -an d - f ile " )  g u y s 

to  sm ash  u s, th e y  w e re  fro m  th e  M arin e  Brig ad e . So , w e  to o k  u p  o u r p o sitio n  in  

D ale s.24 In  th e  u p p e r p art o f  W id o ro k aju n  (o n  th e  b o rd e r b e tw e e n  th e  kabu paten  o f  

P ro b o lin g g o  and  Situ b o n d o ) .25 N ah, at th at tim e  th e  lo cal p eo p le , w o w ! (sic)  re ally  g o t 

in  o u r w ay . T h e  sto ry  is lik e  th is. Lo cal p eo p le  ro u nd  h ere w h o  w ere am bruk (Jav an ese , 

" ru in e d " )  b y  all th e  f ig h tin g  w o u ld  jo in  u p  w ith  u s th e re , e v e n  th o u g h  w e  w e re  

attacked  fo u r tim es a w eek, n ig h t and  d ay , fro m  the sea and  fro m  the air. So  w e  alw ay s 

w o rrie d  th at if  th ey  w en t o n  d o in g  th is, no t o n ly  w ere  w e  en d an g e red , b u t o u r tasks 

c o u ld n 't b e  c arrie d  o u t e f f ic ie n tly  T o  say  n o th in g  o f  sa fe g u ard in g  th e  R akjat  ( in  

re v o lu tio n ary  p arlan c e , " th e  P e o p le " ) . W e  to o k  th e  fact th at th ey  w an ted  to  jo in  u p  as 

an  h o n o r to  u s th e ir se rv an ts ( abdi) , b u t w e  d id n 't k n o w  w h at to  d o  w ith  th em . M y  

th in k in g  th en  w as: “P ak, w o u ld n 't it b e  b e tte r lik e  th is?  If  w e  start fro m  th e  fac t th at 

g e n e rally  th e  lo c al p e o p le , w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  n o tab le s  ( tokoh- tokoh) , are  n o t 

su sp ec ted  b y  th e  D u tc h , w h y  d o n 't w e  g e t to g e th er w ith  th ese  p eo p le  and  u rg e  th e m  to  

g o  b ac k  ho m e, and  th ere  find  a w ay  to  m ak e  a liv in g ?  ' [ If  y o u  g e t a jo b ]  in  a facto ry , g o  

ah ead ! A n y  k in d  o f  w o rk  in  fac t, g o  ah ead ! Ju st so  lo n g  as y o u  d o n 't b e tray  u s .'"  

Ev e n tu ally , w e  d id  h av e  a m e e tin g  and  laid  o u t o u r th in k in g  fo r th em . T h e se  lo c al 

p e o p le  ag reed , b u t th ey  w an ted  a p ro m ise  fro m  u s. T h is  p ro m ise  w as th at w h e re v e r 

th ey  w ent, w e  w o u ld  p ro te c t th em . W e cau tio n ed  th em  th at any  lan g u ag e  w h ic h  co u ld  

b rin g  d e ath , lik e  say , "w ip e  o u t th e  e n e m y  s p ie s ,"  sh o u ld  b e  av o id e d  as v e ry  

d an g ero u s. W e to ld  th em  th ey  h ad  to  b e  v ery  c are fu l. So  th e y  said , "T h a t's  fin e  w ith  

u s ."  T h e  lo n g  an d  th e  sh o rt o f  it w as th at th e y  w e n t b ac k  ho m e. A s fo r h e lp in g  th em , 

w e  w o u ld  d o  it th ro u g h  o u tp o sts, an d  th e  lo c al p e o p le  w o u ld  h e lp  u s b y  th e  sam e  

c h an n e l. Bu t th is sy ste m  d id n 't last v e ry  lo n g , b e c au se  in  [early ]  1948, w e  w ere  

w ith d raw n  fro m  th e  area as p art o f  th e  H id jrah .26 Pu lled  b ac k  in to  R e p u b lic an  te rrito ry . 

So  Besu k i w as em p tied . Still, w e  le f t b e h in d  so m e p e o p le  w e  tru sted . So  th at if  o nce  in 

a w h ile  w e  cam e b ac k  in , th ere  w o u ld  b e  a w ay  to  d o  it su cc essfu lly . "Y o u  w an t to  jo in  

th e  [co lo n ial] p o lic e?  G o  ah ead . Bu t re m e m b e r y o u r o b lig atio n s as ... w h at d o  y o u  call 

it? ...  se rv an ts o f  th e  R e p u b lic ."  N o w , th e  sto ry  g o es, I w as b y  th en  in  K ed iri.

A D : Kok, K ed iri?  H o w  d id  y o u  g e t all th e  w ay  to  K ed iri?

24 D ales lies at the foot o f  M t. Ringgit, in  the kabupaten  o f  Situbondo, b etw een Panaru k an and  Patjaron.

25 Elsew here in the interview , Bungkus pronounced  the nam e W idoropajung, w hich w as the nam e o f  a 

village in the sub district of  Besuki in the colonial era. M ayb e the nam e w as later changed  to  W idorokarjo, 

the nam e that is g iven  at the end  o f  section 3 below .

26 D uring their First " Police A ction ,"  the D utch  m ad e large territorial gains in  the m ost fertile and  

pro sp erous p arts o f  Java. Battlefield  success determ ined the conditions o f  an  agreem ent m ed iated  

dip lom atically b y a three-state com m ission (represented  b y A m erica, Belgium , and  A ustralia) and  signed  

b y the b elligerents o n  b oard  the USS Renv ille  in  the harb or of  D jakarta o n  January  17 and  19 ,1948 . The 

Repub lic w as req uired to w ithd raw  its m ilitary  forces from  all areas b ehind the so -called  V an M ook  Line, 

estab lished unilaterally b y the D utch. (See m ap .) The m ovem ent of  Repub lican troo p s left b ehind the Line 

into drastically  narrow ed  Repub lican territo ry  w as ingeniously term ed " H id jrah"  (i.e. H egira), alluding to  

M uham m ad 's fam ous escap e from  M ecca to M edina (622 A D ) and  prom ising a later trium p h analogous to  

the Pro p het's eventual cap ture of  M ecca an d  conq uest o f  the w hole A rab ian Peninsula.
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Bu n g k u s: T h e  sto ry  is lik e  th is. W e  w ere  w ith d raw n  fro m  th e  fro n t to  M alan g , v ia  ... 

w h at w as it called ?  ...  Sid aju , in sid e  th e  R e p u b lic 's  te rrito ry , th e n  fo r a sh o rt w h ile  to  

M ad iu n , b u t w ere f in ally  tran sferred  to  K ed iri.27 O n c e  in  K ed iri, I w as statio n ed  at East 

Su m b e rm an d jin g  (p ro b ab ly  a v illag e  in  th e  su b d istric t o f  Su m b e rm an d jin g , T u re n  

d istric t, kabupaten  o f  M alang ).

A D : O o o  ...  o n  the [m o u ntaino u s] b o rd e r b e tw e e n  M alan g  and  K ed iri.

Bu n g k u s: T h e n  w e  m o v ed  ag ain , th is tim e  to  W e st Su m b e rm an d jin g — in  th e  are a o f  

So u th  G o n d an g leg i.28

A D : Bu t w e re n 't th ere  also  tro o p s th ere  fro m  Lu m ad jan g  w h o  hidjrah-ed  to  M alang ?

3. T he M ad iun A f fair and the Second C lash

Bu n g k u s: I d o n 't k n o w  ab o u t th at. I n ev er m et any . N ah, w h ile  I w as th ere , I w as taken  

ab ac k  b y  n e w s o f  a M ad iu n  A f fa ir ... a d istu rb an c e  (pergolakan) .29 W ah, h o w  co u ld  it 

h av e  co m e  to  th is?

A D : D id  y o u  h ear ab o u t it fro m  the rad io ?

Bu ng ku s: H ah?

BA : Fro m  the  rad io ?

Bu ng ku s: N o . By  th en  it h ad  alread y  b eg u n .

A D : T h e  [Seco nd ] C lash  [w ith th e  D u tch ]?

Bu n g k u s: R ig h t, th e  [Seco nd ] C lash .30 A t th at m o m e n t, w e  w e re  re ally  tak e n  ab ack . 

H o w  co u ld  it b e?  So  I ask ed  aro u n d  w h y  it had  h ap p en ed . Be fo re  th is, w e  had  n ev er 

had  a p ro b le m  w ith  th e  PK I (In d o n esian  C o m m u n ist P arty ) , b e c au se  w e  w ere  alw ay s 

sid e  b y  sid e  at th e  fro n t. T o g e th e r w ith  [the] Is lam [ic  f ig h ters]  in to  Su rab aja . So  I 

alw ay s to o k  m y  h at o ff  to  them . T h e re  w ere n e v e r any  co n flic ts. A fte r th at, I heard  th at 

the tro u b le  had  arisen  fro m  a m isu n d erstan d in g . It w as lik e  th is: w h at I heard  w as th at 

w h en  th e  D u tc h  w ere  ab o u t to  lau n c h  th e ir Sec o n d  C lash , the g o v e rn m e n t o rg an iz ed  a 

m eetin g  w ith  all the p o litic al p arties, say in g  th at th ere  w as a ... w h at d o  y o u  call it?  an  

opt ie  (D u tc h , " o p tio n " ) , a p ro p o sal fro m  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, th at if  th e  D u tc h  attac k e d ,

27 Sidaju is located at the foot of  M t. W elirang, near the hill-resort of  Tretes, in the sub district of  Pand aan  

(kabupaten  Pasuruan). Since b eing ruined b y the construction  of  " co u n try "  villas ow ned  b y w ealthy  

residents of Surabaja and  M alang, it has b een renam ed Tam an D ayu.

28 This village is identifiable (in colonial tim es) as one located  in the sub district o f  Pagak , Pagak  district, 

kabupaten  of  M alang, in the zone southw est of  M t. Sem eru.

29 The reference is to the M ad iun A ffair of  Septem b er-O ctob er 1948, a half -hearted " reb ellion"  b y  the 

Indonesian C om m unist Party  (PK I, Partai K om unis Indonesia) against the Repub lican govern m ent headed  

b y President Soekarno and  V ice-Presid ent-cum -Prim e M inister H atta. The A ffair had  its im m ed iate origins 

in violent conflicts b etw een m ilitary units in the city of  Surakarta (Solo). A  brief, b ut savage, civil w ar 

ended  in com plete defeat for the C om m unists.

30 W hat the D utch called their Second Police A ction w as launched  on  D ecem b er 1 9 ,1 9 4 8  and  w as intended  

to elim inate the Repub lic for good. Soekarno and  H atta w ere cap tured , and  all significant tow ns in  Java 

occupied. But the Indonesian m ilitary, learning from  their d efeat in 1947, b egan an  im pressive guerrilla 

w ar.
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h o w  ab o u t w e  le t th e m  th ro u g h  w ith o u t re sistan c e , rig h t th ro u g h  to  [th e R e p u b lic an  

c ap ital o f] Jo g jak arta . Bu t so m e  o f  th e  p e o p le  fro m  th e  p o litic a l p artie s  re je c te d  th is 

id ea. "W e  sho u ld  re sist [the D u tch ] to  th e  last d ro p  o f  b lo o d  in  o u r b o d ie s, b e c au se  the 

o n ly  c ap ital w e  h av e  is Jo g jak arta ."  T h e y  c o u ld n 't ac c e p t [su rre n d erin g ]  it. T h at w as 

th e  sto ry . So  th e  g o v e rn m e n t d id n 't m an ag e  to  c o o rd in ate  a c o n se n su s, an d  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t re p re se n tativ e s , kan ,  w e re  u n su c c e ssfu l. T h is  re je c tio n  m e an t th at th e  

g o v e rn m e n t-o rg an iz e d  m e e tin g  w as a failu re . Sudden ly , ou t o f  the blue, k o k , there w as a 

deadlock (Bu n g k u s u ses th e  En g lish  w o rd .)  Lha, th en , to  m y  su rp rise , it h ap p en e d , and  

th is is w h at I c o u ld n 't u n d e rstan d . A f te r all, w h e n  y o u 're  stru c k , y o u  h av e  to  f ig h t 

b ac k , n o ? 31 Bu t to  call it a reb e llio n , no , I th in k  th at's  n o t p o ssib le , sin c e  th e  PK I d id n 't 

estab lish  a [new ] state , kan?  If  at th at tim e  M u sso  w as c alle d  th is-an d -th at, I w asn 't to o  

co n v in ce d . In  o th er w o rd s, it w asn 't c le ar to  m e. N ah, w h en  th e  sh o o tin g  started — the 

f ig h tin g  b e tw e e n  th e  arm y  and  the PK I— P ak  M ag e n d a, in  co m m an d  o f  m y  b attalio n , 

the Sea-D o g s, d e c id e d  th at, rath er th an  p artic ip atin g  in  a c iv il w ar, w e  sho u ld  ab an d o n  

o u r p o sitio n , and  he ad  b ac k  to  o u r o rig in al "p o c k e ts"  in  th e  c o u n try sid e . So  I se t o f f  

fro m  K ed iri. O n  fo o t ... W hat P ak M ag enda said w as: "W ah ! W hat the hell is this?  W o n g , 

the boy s are all ready . The im portan t  thin g  is that  w e fac e  the en emy . This problem  is 

Jog jakarta' s."  [W e said:]  " Pak M agenda, w hat kind o f  activ ities hav e been  g oin g  on , [so that] 

sudden ly  there has been a split  (p erp e tjah an ) in M adiun ? "  So w e w ere persuaded to g o  back to 

Besuki instead.

A D : W hy  didn' t P ak M agenda w an t to fac e  it?

Bungkus: M adiun?  Because P ak M ag enda w as a leader, k an ?  So he kn ew  that it w as basically  a 

misunderstanding . H ow  cou ld it be that on e w asn ' t  allow ed to defend Jog jakarta?  M ay be that  

was it. M any  people w an ted to defend Jog ja to the last  drop o f  their blood, because at  that tim e 

Jog ja w as ou r on ly  capital. Bu t  there w ere others w ith the " Just let  it g o ! "  mentality . That w as 

the problem . It  seems P ak M ag enda thought it ov er carefu lly  and decided that those w ho w an ted 

to defend Jog ja w ere right. W hat w e shou ld do w as to con fron t the en em y— the D utch! So w e 

started to be gu errillas . . .  So w e marched ou t o f  Kediri.

A D : W h en  w as that?

Bu n g k u s: In  1948. A s so o n  as w e  g o t th ere , w e  Se a-D o g s se t to  w o rk . Bu t a stran g e  

th in g  hap p en ed . It w as a real m ess ( t jilaka). W h e n  w e  reac h ed  o u r "p o c k e ts ,"  it tu rn ed  

o u t w e  c o u ld n 't reap p ear, ju s t lik e  th at, am o n g  th e  lo c al p eo p le . W e  had  to  stay  in  the 

w o o d s. Be c au se  th e  p o c k ets w ere  in  th e  h an d s o f  th e  D u tc h . T h e  lo c al p e o p le  h ad  also  

b e e n  tak e n  in  b y  th e  D u tc h . It to o k  q u ite  a w h ile  fo r u s to  re g ain  th e ir tru st and  c le ar 

th in g s u p  w ith  them . In  th e  en d , h o w ev er, th e  situ atio n  b e c am e  lik e  w h at it had  b e e n  

b e fo re  [the D u tc h  attack],

A D : W h e re  w ere  th ese  "p o c k e ts"?

31 The M ad iun A ffair p ro p er op en ed  w hen, on  Septem b er 18 ,1948 , local leftists in M adiun, head ed  b y the 

erratic second-tier C om m unist Soem arsono, took  over the city  on  their ow n b at and  rad ioed  a call for 

leftists elsew here to  d o  the sam e. The next d ay  Soekarno m ad e a radio  sp eech in  w hich he d enounced  

Soem arsono's m ove as the f irst step in  a treasonous " S oviet"  plot to  overthrow  the Repub lic. The top  

C om m unists, w ho w ere o n  a p rop agand a tou r up country , found  them selves presented  w ith a  fait  accom pli 

and  felt they  h ad  no choice b ut to go  along w ith Soem arsono. Party  leader M usso (recently return ed  from  

East Europ e) then " stru ck  b ack "  w ith  a radio  ad d ress d enouncing Soekarno and  H atta as form er 

collab orators w ith  the Japanese.
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Bu n g k u s: In  Be su k i, rig h t h ere  in  th e  su rro u n d in g s o f  Be su k i. So  if  w e  w an ted  to  g o  

in to  to w n  to  m ess th in g s u p  fo r th e  D u tc h , h ere  is w h ere  w e 'd  asse m b le . If  th e  K N IL  

p e o p le  q u e stio n e d  th e  lo c als  w h e re  th e  "e x tre m ists"  w ere , th e y 'd  an sw e r "u p  in  the 

m o u n tain s."  Bu t actu ally  w e w ere  here. T h at's  h o w  it w as.

BA : D id  y o u  re tu rn  to  y o u r "p o c k e t"  b e fo re  the Seco nd  A c tio n?

Bu ng ku s: N o , after it started .

BA : So  at the tim e o f  the M ad iu n  A ffair, y o u  h ad n 't y e t started  b ack?

Bu n g k u s: N o , w e  h ad n 't. A fte r th e  M ad iu n  A c tio n  (sic)  had  alre ad y  b e g u n , an d  th ere  

w as ac tiv ity  (arm ed  C o m m u n ist re sistan c e  to  the g o v ern m en t)  . .. w e  d id n 't w an t to  g et 

in v o lv e d . T h e  m ain  th in g  is th at w e  had  o u r o w n  w ay : "L e t's  g e t o u t o f  all th is ."  I 

d id n 't k n o w  w h at h ap p en e d  la te r o n  [in  M ad iu n ] , I d id n 't k n o w  an y th in g  ab o u t it 

b e fo reh an d  [either],

BA : In  tho se d ay s w ere y o u  in terested  in p o litics, o r y o u  c o u ld n 't care  less?

Bu ng ku s: I d id n 't... u m  ... I w as s t i l l ... n o t ...

BA : Y o u  c o u ld n 't care  less?

Bu n g k u s: Y es. T h e  m ain  th in g  fo r m e  w as se rv in g  th e  State , an d  safe g u ard in g  th e  

Peo p le  (m en jelamatkan  R akjat) , th at w as all.32 Bu t I w asn 't ag ain st th e  p arties. A ro u n d  

h e re  w e  had  H iz b u llah , P esin d o , as w e ll as BPR I. [M y  id ea w as] w e 'll all asse m b le  

ag ain  o n th e  fro n t lin es, assem b le  as n e ig h b o rs ( tetangga) . Like  that. So  afte r th ey  (the 

M ad iu n  p eo p le )  cam e b ac k , it w as O K . N o  p ro b le m . W e d id n 't p o k e  in to  th e ir affairs. 

T h e  im p o rtan t th in g  w as to  re tu rn  to  th e  fro nt, so  ... "L e t's  all g o  to g e th e r."  T h e  sto ry  

th en  is th is: In  th o se  y ears, the f ie rc est f ig h tin g  cam e in  re sp o n se  to  the attac k s o f  th e  

K N IL . T h e re  w ere  a lo t o f  b attle s in  d if fe ren t p lac es fo r u s Seals, as the b o y s o f  Bak ar 

(p ro b ab ly , in  fu ll, A b u b ak ar) . Ev e n tu a lly  w h at h ap p e n e d  w as th e  T h re e -Sta te  

C o n feren ce .33 T h e n  th e re  w as a c e ase f ire . O u r are a  c h an g e d . Y a,  it w e n t fro m  

W id o ro k a rjo  to  th e  w est, w ith  th e  D u tc h  h ere , and  w e  th ere , u p  till N o v em b e r 1949. 

T h e  u n its had  all b e e n  reassem b le d  b y  th en . W e w ere  alread y  w o rk in g  w ith  the D u tc h , 

c arry in g  o u t jo in t p atro ls , o p eratio n s, to g e th e r, to  k eep  th e  p eac e . T h at sam e m o n th , 

th e  Sea-D o g  Battalio n  w as tran sferred  to  M ak asar. T h at w as w h en  w e  le ft Jav a. It w as 

the tim e o f  the K ah ar M u z ak ar A ffair. O nc e the K ah ar M u z ak ar A ffair w as d ec lared  to  

hav e  d ied  d o w n , w e  w ere sent o n  to  d eal w ith  the RM S.34

32 N egara (the State) has to be understood  in the context of the Revolution, w here it w as com m on  

shorthand  for the b eleaguered  Repub lic. Rakjat  then had  a connotation that covered  b oth " o rd in ary  

p eople"  and " the nation."

33 A n understandab le confusion. The Second Police A ction, effectively rep udiating the Renville 

A greem ent, created  such an international u p roar that the U nited  N ations voted  to reconstitute the Three-  

State C om m ission (keeping its original m em b ership) as an  official U nited  N ations C om m ission for 

Indonesia, w ith instructions to arrange: a ceasefire, the release of  all prisoners, the restoration of  the 

Repub lican gov ern m ent to Jogjakarta, free elections for a constituent assem bly, and  the transfer of  

sovereignty  to  a Federal Repub lic of  Indonesia b efore the end  of  1949.

34 Bungkus's m em ory  failed him  here. H e confused the onset of  the long " Islam ic"  reb ellion of  K ahar 

M uzakar (A ugust 1951 to early 1965) w ith  the b rief  A ndi A b dul A zis A ffair o f  A p ril 1950. A zis, though a 

Buginese aristocrat, w as a cap tain  in  the colonial arm y K N IL. Learning that Repub lican troo p s under 

C olonel A lex K aw ilarang w ere b eing sent to M ak asar, and  susp ecting their m ission w as to  dism antle the
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4. The Early  1950s

A D : W asn 't So eh arto  in  charg e?

Bu n g k u s: N o . T h e  K o d am  C o m m an d e r35 w as P ak  G ato t Su b ro to . H e  w as [still]  a 

c o lo n e l th en . H e  w as in  c h arg e  o f  A m b o n , Se ram , and  Bu rn . A c tu ally  A m b o n  th en  

w asn 't y e t a K o d am , it w as h an d le d  b y  a re g im e n tal co m m an d . I w as statio n e d  o n 

Bu rn , Se ram  to o , it m u st h av e  b e e n  1952 o r so . In  m id -1953 the g o v e rn m e n t g av e  m e 

o ne m o n th 's leav e , no t co u n tin g  trav el tim e.

A D : In  o ther w o rd s, in  all, m o re th an  a m o nth?

Bu n g k u s: R ig ht, m o re  th an  a m o nth . D u rin g  th is le av e , I fin ally  g o t the o p p o rtu n ity  to  

g et m arried , after m y  w ife  and  I had  b e en  en g ag ed  fo r sev eral y ears.

A D : W h en  d id  y o u  g et eng ag ed ?

Bu ng ku s: So m e tim e after '48.

A D : A fter y o u 'd  g o n e b ac k  to  the "p o c k ets? "

Bungkus: Y es. There y ou  hav e it, life is fu ll o f  ups and downs. O ur leaders said: “ A  soldier is 

the serv an t o f  his nation  and his state. So don' t calcu late [costs and ben efits] ."  W  o n g , from  the 

tim e I jo in ed the TKR in ' 45 till N ov em ber '49, I n ev er receiv ed any  salary . I don ' t kn ow  ...  

A nyw ay  in N ov em ber '49 I g o t  a fift y  rupiah " honorarium "  from  the g ov ernm en t ju s t  after  I 

was tran sferred to East Indonesia. It  w as the tim e o fR IS , and I g ot  fift y  rupiah.36

BA : Y ou mean y ou  really  didn' t receiv e any  paymen t all that  time?

Bungkus: N o, never. Bu t in those day s ... it' s hard to imagine. For us the main things w ere fo o d  

and our mission on the Surabaja fron t . That was all.

A D : W here did y ou r fo o d  come from  ?

Bungkus: L h a, I don' t really  know . O ur company  commander w as the on e w ho knew . I  n ev er  

asked. Bu t the fo o d  w as ju st  boiled tofu and tempi. The main thing  w as to hav e a gun  in y ou r  

hand. N ow  abou t the salary , I prom ise y ou , b ap ak -b ap ak , I'm not making  it  up, it  w as really

pup pet (federal) State of  East Indonesia (N IT, N egara Indonesia T im ur), he seized  the city  on  A p ril 5. But 

the N IT govern m ent failed to support him , and  he w as put under arrest in D jakarta tw o w eeks later. The 

Repub lik M aluku Selatan (RM S, Repub lic of  the South M oluccas), a separatist m ovem ent o f  Pro testant 

A m b onese dom inated  b y ex-K N IL personnel, w as proclaim ed  on A pril 15 ,1950 . Fierce resistance to  

Repub lican troops lasted from  July  to N ovem b er on  the islands of A m b on and  Burn, and  w as sustained in  

neighb oring Seram  until 1956.

35 A n anachronism . A t that tim e there w ere as yet no Regional C om m and s (K odam ). The country  w as still 

divided  into only seven very  large T& T (Tentara &  Territorium ). G atot Subroto (Javanese) succeeded  A lex 

K aw ilarang (M enadonese) as co m m and er of T& T V II (East Indonesia) in early 1952, and  w as " co u p ed "  b y  

his M enadonese C hief  of  Staff, Joop W aro uw , in the w ake of the fam ous O ctob er 17, 1952 A ffair (failed  

q uasi-coup ) in D jakarta.

36 By the term s of  the final agreem en t on the transfer of sovereignty in D ecem b er 1949, Indonesia w as to be 

a federal state, w ith  the Repub lican areas form ing one com ponent, and  various other " states"  created  by  

the D utch b etw een 1946 and  1949 form ing the rest. W hile a few  of these latter states did in fact have som e  

real social-political basis, they w ere generally regard ed  as D utch puppets, and  in 1950 there w as strong  

p ressure for their liquidation. Thus in A ugust 1950 the RIS (Republik Indonesia Serikat, Federal Repub lic 

of Indonesia) w as replaced  the unitary  RI (Republik Indonesia, Repub lic of  Indonesia).
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like that.371 n ev er g o t  a salary . A nd I n ev er demanded one. Bu t i f  w e had a m ission  to the fron t , 

ou r commander didn ' t g iv e us an  order to g o , in stead he protested. W hy ?  It  w as his policy , like 

this: " Boy s, y ou  can ' t g o  to the fron t . Y ou hav e to take turns guarding  the barracks  (asram a). 

The fu n c t ion s are equ iv alen t ."  It' s no lie. I'm not making  it up. It' s really  true. A nd w e didn ' t 

demand it either. It  w as on ly  w hen  w e w ere on the fr o n t  lines that w e g o t  a salary . Lh a, it  w as 

on ly  then  that  w e really  u nderstood w hat ou r w hole job w as. It  w asn ' t  on ly  at  the fron t ,  

guardin g  ou r  asram a was also importan t. " N ow  then, ju st  imag in e i f  ou r comrades are hav ing  

fu n  (asjik )  con fron ting  the en em y  on the fron t , and ou r  asram a is destroy ed!  Y ou see, it' s all 

the sam e [m ission ] . I f  [ ou r  a s ra m a  is destroy ed] , w e w on ' t be able to fig h t  on ."  W e hadn ' t  

thought abou t it before. Bu t  ov er time w e began to understand. W e had to take ou r turn.

Bu n g k u s: A n y w ay , [as I m en tio n ed ] b e c au se  I had  th is c h an ce , I g o t m arrie d , and  to o k  

m y  w ife  w ith  m e  to  A m b o n , and  th en  b ac k  to  m y  d u ties o n  Se ram . In  1953 o r so , [the 

m e m b e rs o f] m y  b atta lio n , th e  Se a-D o g s, w ere  all w ith d raw n  an d  attac h e d  to  [the] 

D ip o n eg o ro  [D iv isio n  in  C en tral Jav a]. W e  w ere statio n ed  in  Salatig a.

A D : W hy  w as that?  W hy  n ot back to [ the]  Braw idjaja [D iv ision  in East Java]?

Bungkus: W e did w an t  to g o  back to Braw idjaja, bu t it seem ed that w e w eren ' t  liked f tid a k  

d isen an g i)  in the Braw idjaja. Because at  that tim e there w ere a lot o f  D utch ex trem ists. A  lot o f  

people w ere again st  us.38

A D : [Yo u  w ere] in  Sro n d o l?

Bu n g k u s: W h at in  Sro n d o l?  A n y w ay , o u r n u m b er w as ch an g ed  fro m  701 to  448.39 Bu t 

w e  k ep t o u r A n d jin g  L au t nam e. T h e n  w e  b e c am e  p art o f  an In fan try  Brig ad e . A ro u nd  

th at tim e  the K o d am  c o m m an d er w as ... aduh, I fo rg e t h is nam e. T h e  g u y  w h o  rep lace d  

Pak  Sarb in i.

BA : Bach ru n ?

Bu n g k u s: H m m m  ... Bu rh an u d d in . P ak  Bu rh an u d d in . L ater o n , w h en  I'd  b e e n  th ere  

fo r q u ite  a w h ile , he  w as rep lace d  b y  Pak  Sarb in i ... eh  Pak  H arto , if  I'm  no t m istak en .40 

T h e n , afte r g rad u atin g  fro m  th e  SK I (Seko lah  K ad er In fan teri, In fan try  C ad re  Sc h o o l) , I

37 W e all felt o dd  b eing politely referred  to as " f athers"  b y a seventy-f ive-year old m an, especially since our 

group  includ ed  one w om an and  one starting-teenage boy.

38 W hat Bungkus m eant b y this p hrase is unclear. A  possible explanation is " a lot of D utch-financed  

extrem ists w ere there."  It w as then w idely b elieved that the D arul Islam  M uslim  " extrem ists"  (rebels) in 

W est and  C entral Java (but not East Java!) w ere secretly  supplied w ith  arm s and  m oney b y the resentful 

D utch, even though  all D utch troo p s had  b een w ithd raw n from  Indonesia three years earlier.

39 Bungkus w as rightly confused b y A rief 's question. Battalion 448 w as actually  q uartered  at N geb ul just 

outsid e Salatiga. It later p layed  a m ajor role on  O ctob er 1 -2 ,1965 , taking o ver the city in sup p ort of  the 

Septem b er 30th M ovem ent. The unit stationed at Srondol, closer to Sem arang on the Salatiga-Sem arang  

road , w as Battalion 454, w hich Lieut.C ol. U ntung, titular head  of  the M ovem ent, had  com m an d ed  b efore 

b eing transferred  to D jakarta in Feb ruary  1965, and  w hich p layed  a central role in the Septem ber 3Cfh 

M ovem ent operations in D jakarta. (C lose b y in U ngaran, on  the sam e road , w as the H Q  of  T jad uad 's [see 

b elow ] Brigad e 1, till it m oved  to D jakarta in 1963, b ecom ing the capital's K od am  D jaya Brigade 1. Its 

com m and er w as then Col. A . Latief, w ho also p layed  a key p art in the Septem ber 30th M ovem ent.)

40 Soeharto indeed succeeded  Bachrun as D iponegoro D ivisional C om m and er in 1956.
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w as tran sfe rre d  to  th e  T jad u m , th e  G e n e ral R e se rv e  (G e n e ral R e se rv e , o fte n  te rm ed  

T jad u ad , A rm y  G ene ral R eserv e ).41

BA : W h ic h  later b e c am e  K o strad ?

Bu ng ku s: N o t y et. It w as th en  still th e  ne w [ly  fo rm ed ] Reserv e.

BA : Bu t b e fo re  th at, w ere  y o u  recru ited  in to  th e  Ban te n g  Raid ers?42

Bu n g k u s: It w as lik e  th is. W h ile  in  th e  R ese rv e , I w as u p g rad ed  b y  b e in g  re c ru ited  in to  

Ban te n g  R aid e rs I in  M ag e lan g . A t th at tim e , th e  [o rd in ary ? ]  R e se rv e  p e o p le  w o re  

g ree n  b e re ts (as K o strad  d o es till no w ), b u t I m y se lf  [w as p u t in  th e  train in g  u n it that] 

w o re  red  o nes.

A D : T h e  R ese rv e  w as in  M ag e lang . Is th at rig ht?

Bu n g k u s: N o , in  Salatig a. T h e  G e n e ral R e serv e  w as an  asse m b lag e  o f  tro o p s w h o  had  

re c en tly  re tu rn ed  fro m  G aru d a I and  II.43 So  th at each  re g im en t had  so m e p arts o f  th e  

R e serv e  w ith in  it. L ate r th e y  w ere  p u t u n d e r u n if ie d  c o m m an d  as Ban te n g  R aid e rs I, 

w ith  h ead q u arters in  M ag elang . T h at's  h o w  th e  sto ry  g o es.

A D : W ere  the G aru d a p eo p le  se n t ab ro ad  to  fig ht?

5. T h e  T jak rab iraw a

Bu n g k u s: Y es, in  the C o n g o . T h at w as G aru d a I (ac tu ally  II). W h en  th ey  g o t b ac k , th ey  

b e c am e  b attle  u n its, and  th en  Ban te n g  R aid ers I. So  in  Sem aran g , th ere  w ere  tw o  u n its, 

o n e o f  th e  R e se rv e 's  G re en  Be re ts  and  o n e  o f  R ed  Be re ts , th e  f irst in  Sro n d o l, th e

41 T jaduad (T jadangan U m um  A ngkatan D arat, A rm y G eneral Reserve) w as inaugurated  in M arch  1961 

w ith Soeharto as its f irst com m ander. It w as planned b y G eneral A . H . N asution, the A rm y C hief  of  Staff, 

as an  elite, airb orne force directly  under the C hief  of  Staff, to b e d eployed  against regional rebellions and, 

if necessary , foreign enem ies. It w as to be recru ited  from  all over the archip elago , so  as n ot to b e entangled  

in local politics or ethnic rivalries. T jaduad w as up grad ed  to b ecom e K ostrad  (A rm y Strategic C om m and) 

in Feb ruary  1963, and  Soeharto b ecam e its f irst com m ander.

42 The Banteng R aid ers w ere form ed  in June 1952 b y A h m ad  Yani, then a b rigade com m and er in w estern  

C entral Java. They w ere elite units recru ited  and  trained  to  f ight the D arul Islam  rebellion. A t the tim e of  

the Renville A greem ent, m any strongly M uslim  lasjkar  (militias) had  refused to hidjrnh to C entral Java, 

unlike the regular Repub lican arm y. They estab lished a strong p resence in the m ountainous interior of  

W est Java. In A ugust 1949, their charism atic lead er S. M . K artosuw irjo proclaim ed  an  Islam ic State of  

Indonesia, w ith its ow n arm y, in com petition w ith  the Repub lic. (The reb ellion lasted  until 1963.) In  late 

1951, Battalion 426, w ithin a C entral Java b rigad e led b y S oeharto, m utinied and  joined the D arul Islam . 

This b attalion had  originally b een com p osed  of  H izb ullah irregulars from  K laten, half  w ay  b etw een  

Surakarta and  Jogjakarta, and  had played  a ferocious role in suppressing the C om m unists d uring the 

M adiun A ffair. The b attalion sp read  the w ord  of  D arul Islam  in  w estern  C entral Java, gained sub stantial 

support, and  long elud ed  attem p ts to crush  it. Yarn's Banteng R aid ers p roved  to be the m ost effective force 

against it and  the D arul Islam  w ings located  inside w estern  C entral Java. Banteng Raid ers I w as m ostly  

com posed  of  Battalion 454.

43 These w ere elite forces, p u t together to help the U N  " k eep  the p eace"  in, successively, post-Suez-crisis 

Egy p t in 1957 and  the Belgian C ongo in late 1960— the violent post-independence tim e of  Patrice  

Lum um b a, Josep h K asavub u, and  M oise Tshom b e.
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se c o n d  in  M ud jfen.44 A t th at tim e , I d o n 't k n o w  w h y , it w as, kok,  lik e  I w as b e in g  

p u shed  in to  it, su d d en ly  I " f le w  o f f "  (melesat ) to  th e  T jak rab iraw a.45 N ah, it w as th ere , I 

re m e m b e r w ell, I g o t to  k n o w  h o w  ndjlim et  (Jav an e se , " c o m p lic a te d ,"  "d if f ic u lt" )  an 

A rm y  Ev alu atio n  (kir ) co u ld  b e .46 Be fo re , y o u  w ere  g iv en  th is o r th at te st, th en  o f f  y o u  

w ent. T h e y  d id n 't u se  p sy c h o lo g y , th ey  d id n 't u se  th is  and  th at tetek-ben g ek (Jav an ese , 

" tr if le s ,"  "b u lls h it" ) . I m e an , c a lc u latin g  all k in d s o f  th in g s o v e r a w h o le  m o n th . 

Im ag in e! Bu t th at w as th e  train in g  fo r th e  T jak ra, y o u  had  to  m ake calc u latio n s, lo o k  at 

p ic tu res (p ro b ab ly  R o rsc h ac h  tests) . N djlim et !  [I said  to  m y se lf :]  W h at kind  o f  so ld ie r 

d id  th ey  w an t m e  to  b eco m e?

BA : D id  y o u  k n o w  th at U n tu n g  w as co m m an d er o f  th e  Sro nd o l b attalio n  at the start o f

the 1960s?47

Bu n g k u s: O h  y es. Bu t he  w as g o o d  m an . A t  that tim e U ntung  had already  becom e a G reen  

Beret, so he belonged to the paratroops. A  battalion . Bu t, later on , P ak U ntung w as assign ed to 

make a parachu te drop into Irian. W hen  he su rv iv ed Irian , he w as sen t  back to his D ipon egoro  

battalion . M eanw hile, I had been  pu lled ou t  f o r  the R eserv e, and later jo in ed the Ban teng  

Raiders in M ag elan g . Then  I w as tran sferred to D jakarta. In the T jakra my  battalion  

commander w as A li Ebram . A  lieu tenan t-colon el. W hen  the w hole stru c tu re o f  the [ in it ially  

skeletal]  T jakra R eg im en t command w as fin ally  in p lace, P ak A li Ebram  w as m ov ed up to 

becom e the reg im en tal c h ie f o f  staff. U n tung  w as brou ght  in to replace him  as battalion  

commander ,48 That' s the story .

BA : So y ou fir s t  kn ew  him w here, in Srondol or D jakarta?

Bungkus: O h, in D jakarta. I didn' t know  him y et  [when he was ]  at  Srondol.

BA : D id  he he lp  y o u  g et in to  the Tjak ra?

Bu ng ku s: N o .

A D : C an  y o u  tell u s a b it h o w  y o u  w ere  "p u sh ed  in to  it,"  in to  the T jakra?

44 In the 1950s, M udjen seem s to have b een a village just outsid e of  M agelang. It has since b een  

incorporated  into the expanding city and  is know n as the M ilitary A cad em y's Trainer C om plex (K om pleks 

Pelatih A kadem i M iliter or K om pleks Pan ca A rga [i.e. Pantja A rgaj).

45 This w as the grandiose nam e given to the Presidential G uard Regim ent form ed  in July  1962, after 

several assassination attem p ts against Soekarno.

46 W e are not sure w hat " kir"  m eans here. It is a stand ard  ab b reviation for perkiraan  (" estim ate" ) in a 

co ntem porary  list of Indonesian m ilitary acronym s. But m ore likely it is an Indonesianization of  the D utch  

keu r  (" selection" ), referring to passing m edical inspection.

47 Lieut. Col. U ntung w as, of  course, the titular head of the Septem ber 30th M ovem ent (1965), w hich, w hile 

proclaim ing it w as acting to save Soekarno from  a coup plotted  b y a " C ouncil of G enerals,"  killed six 

senior generals and  d eclared  the form ation  of  a R evolutionary  C ouncil to  rule the country  ad  interim . It 

lasted (in D jakarta) less than a day.

48 U ntung w as actually  continuously w ith Battalion 454 from  around  1954 to early 1965. A fter it w as  

up grad ed  to Paratroop -A irb orn e status in 1961, he led one of tw o com p anies from  the b attalion that 

participated  in high-casualty  parachutings into D utch-held  W est Irian (i.e. w estern  N ew  G uinea) as p art of  

Indonesia's attem p t to p ressure the D utch into surrend ering the last p art of  the old N etherlands Indies still 

under their control. U ntung, alongside " Benny"  M oerd ani (later the second  m ost pow erful m an  in 

Soeharto 's dictatorship ), w as personally  d eco rated  for " highest valo r"  b y President Soekarno. H e w as  

transferred  to head  Battalion 1 of  the Tjakra regim ent in Feb ruary  1965. Furtherm ore, A li Eb ram  w as then  

pro m oted  to head  of T jakra intelligence, not its chief  of  staff.
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Bu ng ku s: W e ll, the kir  w ere really  p re tty  easy . In  fact, I'd  alread y  to ld  th em  I'd  su ffered  

fro m  h e m o rrh o id s and  d y se n te ry . So  I w as c h e c k e d  o u t at th e  m ilitary  h o sp ital in  

Se m arang . T h e  n ext d ay  I w as to ld  I w as health y . So  I p assed .

A D : W h o  to ld  y o u ?

Bu ng ku s: Pak  Su d ig d o . Beliau  (resp ec tfu l "h e " )  w as the co m m an d er o f m y  reg im ent.

BA : Bapak, d id  y o u  g o  in to  the T jak ra alo ne , o r alo ng  w ith  friend s o f  y o u rs in  the sam e 

reg im en t?

Bu ng ku s: Y es. T h ere  w ere  p eo p le  fro m  m y  reg im ent.

BA : H o w  m an y  w ere sent?

Bu n g k u s: Fro m  C en tral Jav a, th e  n u m b e rs o f  u s w h o  p assed  w e re  en o u g h  to  fo rm  a 

co m p an y  ... m o re o r less.

A D : H o w  m an y  w as that, pak. A b o u t o n e hu nd red ?

Bu n g k u s: N o rm ally , 145. Bu t at th at tim e , it w as le ss. Be c au se  it w as still new . Bu t it 

w as c alle d  a c o m p an y , b e c au se  th e re  w as a c o m p an y  c o m m an d e r in  c h arg e . T h e  

en ro llm e n t [c o m p lem en t]  w as sh o rt. T h e n  w e  w e re  ac tiv ated  as re p lac e m e n ts fo r the 

M ilitary  Po lice  at the (p resid en tial)  Palace .

A D : Ju st o ne co m p an y ?

Bu ng ku s: Y es, w e  w ere  re ally  kleng er  (Jav an ese , "re ad y  to  fain t") .

W e  all: H a-ha-ha!

Bu n g k u s: U su ally  in  th e  m ilitary  w e  g o t a re st p erio d  o n ce  ev ery  tw e n ty - fo u r ho u rs. 

Bu t in  th e  P alac e , w e  w e re  o n  d u ty  tw ic e  as lo n g , 2 x 24  h o u rs, b e c au se  w e  h ad  all 

k in d s o f  d u tie s to  c arry  o u t, h e re , th e re , an d  e v e ry w h e re . A ssig n m e n ts  fro m  th e  

reg im en t, fro m  th e  b atta lio n , fro m  th e  P alac e  ... O n  and  o n . T o  say  n o th in g  o f  g o in g  

[w ith  th e  Presid en t]  to  Ban d u n g , Bo g o r, and  to  Bali.49 T h e  w ay  th e  u n its w ere  b ro u g h t 

in to  th e  T jak ra  w asn 't reg u lar. Im ag in e , fo r e x am p le , a sq u ad  o f  m en  co m in g  in  fro m  

o u tsid e  Jav a  ... So  I w o n d e red : kok, w h y  d id  th ey  tak e  in  o n e sq u ad  (reg u ) fro m  th is 

b attalio n , an o th er fro m  a d if fe ren t b attalio n , and  so  o n?  So  the p eo p le  b ro u g h t in  w ere  

sim p ly  in d iv id u als w h o  had  p assed  th e  tests. T h is  w as th e  c ase  w ith  m en  fro m  th e  

A rm y , Ihol Fro m  C en tral Jav a , it w as ju s t th e  sam e. So m e tim e s ju s t fiv e  m en  w ere  

b ro u g h t in , so m e tim e s sev en . O n c e , w e  re c e iv e d  ju s t tw o  fro m  th e  Red  Be re ts  in  

Ban d u n g .50 It w as craz y , no ?

A D : W h y  d id  the nu m b e rs v ary  so  m u ch ?  W as it ju st a m atter o f  w ho  failed  the tests?  

Bu ng ku s: Y es. So m etim es in  o ne co m p an y  o n ly  th ree  o r fo u r m en  p assed .

49 References to tw o Presidential palaces— one dating b ack  to the tim e of  the D utch G overnors-G enerals, in 

Bogor, south of D jakarta, the other a new  one, built at S oek arno's orders, near the sacred  springs of  

Tam paksiring in Bali.

50 Earlier references to Red  Berets are not clear. But here Bungkus plainly refers to the RPK A D  (Resim en  

Para K om ando A ngkatan D arat, A rm y Paratroop  Regim ent), form ed  initially as an  elite unit in the 

Siliw angi D ivision of W est Java in the early 1950s, b ut later greatly  expanded , upgraded , and  p ut directly  

under the A rm y C om m ander.
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A D : So  th at's w hy  the nu m b ers k ep t chan g ing ?

Bu ng ku s: Y es. T h e  T jak ra g rew  in  siz e  as ad d itio n al p eo p le  w ere  b ro u g h t in , so  it w as a 

m ix , th ere  w ere g u y s fro m  Ban d u n g  and  Su m atra ...

BA : So  in  the T jak ra y o u  d id n 't ru n  in to  so m e o ld  acq u ain tan ces?

Bu n g k u s: T h e re  w e re  a w h o le  lo t I h ad  n e v e r m et. Bu t am o n g  th e  m e n  fro m  [the] 

Braw id ja ja  [D iv isio n  o f  East Jav a] , I k n e w  m an y  fro m  th e  tim e  w h e n  w e  w e re  all 

g u errillas. Bu t in  th at o ne co m p an y  [o f m ine] o n ly  sev en  p assed . Im ag ine !

A D : It m u st h av e  b e e n  to u g h .

Bu n g k u s: It w as the sam e fo r th e  g u y s fro m  the N av y , it w as lik e  th at. T h e  T jak ra  w as 

su p p o sed  to  re c ru it se le c te d  p eo p le  fro m  th e  fo u r se rv ic es— th e  arm y , n av y , a ir fo rc e , 

and  p o lic e . So  y o u  co u ld  say  th at th e  T jak ra  w as [o ffic ially ] th e  e ld est so n  o f  th e  fo u r 

se rv ic es. T h e  id e a w as th at th e  fo u r b atta lio n s  o f  th e  H o n o r G u ard  w o u ld  in c lu d e  

[m ix tu res] fro m  th e  fo u r se rv ic es; th ere  w ere  also  p eo p le  fro m  th e  M ilitary  Po lic e  and  

th e  D K P  (D e tase m e n  K e p o lis ian , P o lic e  D e tac h m e n t) . Bu t th e  re ality  w as th at each  

serv ic e  had  o ne b attalio n  o f  its o w n.

A D : H o w  m an y  m en  w ere th ere  alto g eth er in  a b attalio n ?

Bu n g k u s: A s I re m e m b e r it, sin c e  th e  T jak ra  w as su p p o sed  to  m ak e  u p  a R e g im e n t, a 

b attalio n  sho u ld  h av e  had  o v er sev en  h u n d red  p eo p le , b u t in  fact th e  n u m b er w as less. 

A t b e st six  h u nd red  o r so . Bu t th ere  w ere cases w h ere  the nu m b e rs w ere  le ss th an  half.

BA : Pak, w ere  y o u  q u artered  in  the hu g e  T jak ra Barrack s o n  Ban teng  Sq u are?

Bu n g k u s: A s I re c all, in  '62 I w as statio n e d  in  T an ah  A b an g  II, m y  u n it w as th e  K ala 

H itam .51

A D : So  the T jak ra 's  liv in g  q u arters w ere  sp lit u p ?

Bu n g k u s: T h a t's  rig h t, th e  b o y s  fro m  th e  N av y  h ad  th e ir o w n  p lac e , te m p o rarily  

q u artered  in  a N av y  b arrac k s. It w as th e  sam e  w ith  th e  b o y s fro m  th e  p o lic e . Bu t th ey  

w en t o n  d u ty  at the T jak ra. T h e  reaso n  w as th at th e  R e g im en t d id n 't y e t h av e  a p lac e  o f  

its o w n , kok, th o u g h  th ey  w ere  p lan n in g  o n e  o n  Ban d u n g  Stre e t ...  in  P asar M in g g u  

so m ew h ere . Bu t it w as o n ly  a m ess [no t a fu ll b arrac k s] . It w as su p p o sed  to  b e  b u ilt 

sp e c ia lly  fo r th e  T ja k ra , b u t it w as still u n f in ish e d  w h e n  th e  Ev e n t o c c u rre d . It 

h ap p e n e d  n o t lo n g  afte r I re tu rn e d  fro m  d u ty  in  Easte rn  In d o n e sia , se rv e d  in  th e  

In fan try  [in C en tral Jav a]  and  f in ally  jo in e d  th e  T jak ra . W h at h ap p e n e d  c am e  q u ite  

su d d e n ly , o u t o f  th e  b lu e , and  I d id n 't u n d e rstan d  w h at w as g o in g  o n . I had  n o  id ea 

ab o u t it b e fo reh an d . Bu t in  the afte rn o o n  o f  Se p tem b er 3 0 ,1 w as g iv en  a b rie f in g  b y  the 

c o m m an d er o f  m y  co m p any .

6. S ep tem b er 30-O cto b er 1,1965

BA : D u l A rif?

51 K ala are the fierce, fanged legendary m onsters w hose heads are carved  o n  m ost tem ples o f  pre-M uslim  

Java. They are there to  g uard  the sacred  interior of  the shrine. So the K ala H itam  m ay  sim ply  m ean Black  

K ala. But A rief  D jati suggests the nam e m ay actually  m ean Black  Spiders, or even Black Scorpions (kala- 

djengking ).
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Bu n g k u s: H m m m  ... H e w as m y  c o m p an y  c o m m an d e r, c o m m an d e r o f  c o m p an y  C. 

T h e  b rie f in g  w as g iv en  to  the p lato o n  c o m m an d ers, in  a p lace  ... I d id n 't k n o w  w here. 

Be fo re  I realiz ed  it, w e  w ere  in  a ru b b e r g ard en . N ah, so m e o f  th e  p e o p le  th ere  w ere 

m en  I d id n 't kno w . T h e y  w ere in  m u fti.52 Kok, lo  and  b e h o ld , I ran  in to  C ap tain  ... u m  

... he  w as a cap tain  in  c o m m and  o f  an  A irb o rn e  b attalio n  ... a G reen  Be re t ... 53A h  y es, 

Pak  K u n tjo ro .54 T h e re  w ere  also  so m e tro o p s fro m  the Braw id ja ja  [D iv isio n ] , and  m an y  

o th ers, p lato o n s w ith  th e ir c o m m an d e rs.55 W h at w as g o in g  o n? I had  no  id ea. O n ly  

a fte r b e in g  asse m b le d  w e re  w e  g iv e n  an e x p lan atio n . It w a sn 't in  L u b an g  Bu aja  

(C ro c o d ile  H o le ). I d o n 't k n o w  w h ere  L u b an g  Bu aja  is ... Peo p le  h av e  said  th at w e  w ere 

in  L u b an g  Bu aja , b u t m y  m em o ry  is th at w e  w ere  g ath ered  in  th e  m id d le  o f  a ru b b e r 

g ard en .56 T h e re  w as a sm all h am le t nearb y . So  th ere  w ere so m e ho u ses. Lha, at the start 

o f  th e  b rie f in g , Pak  D u l A rif  said : "O u r Battalio n  C o m m an d er [U ntu ng ] has assig n ed  

m e th e  task  o f  h an d lin g  the d ep artu re  o f  T jak ra  u n its fo r a m issio n . T h e re 's  th is g ro u p  

o f  g en erals, c alled  th e  C o u n c il o f  G e n e rals, w h ic h  is ab o u t to  m ak e  a co u p  ag ain st 

P re sid e n t So ek arn o . T h a t's  h o w  it is, kan l  O u r m issio n  is to  fo il it."  T h e re  w as no  

fu rth er ex p lan atio n . T h at w as the g ist o f  it. "So  w e  hav e to  g e t read y , and  th en  g o  and  

nan g kap  ( 'a rre st,' 'c ap tu re ')  th e m  (the G e n e rals) ."  W h at w e  th o u g h t w as: " O f  co u rse! 

It's  c lo se  to  O c to b er 5.57 Fo r su re so m e th in g 's  g o in g  to  h ap p en  o n  the f if th ."  L ik e  th at, 

kan l By  the tim e I g o t b ac k  to  b arrac k s, it w as late  afterno o n . I'd  ju st tak e n  a b ath , if  I'm  

no t m istaken , w h en  the o rd er cam e to  assem b le  the m en . T w o  c o m p an ies. O n e  o f  th em  

w o u ld  b e  led  b y  the co m m an d er o f  C o m p any  I ...

BA : D u l A rif?

Bu n g k u s: N o , so m eo n e  else . P ak  So ew arn o . T h e n  P ak  D u l A rif 's  c o m p an y  w o u ld  b e  

led  b y  P ak  D u l A rif  h im se lf . T h e  f irst c o m p an y  th e n  w e n t o f f  to  Se n ajan  (Stad iu m ) 

b e c au se  Bu n g  K arn o  w as to  atte n d  a g ath e rin g  o f  ... u m  ... te c h n ic ian s, if  I'm  n o t 

w ro n g .58 T h e  o th er w as to  b e  se n t o ff  w h ere, I d id n 't k n o w . Y o u  kn o w , in  the m ilitary  

y o u 're  no t allo w ed  to  ask. T h at's  w h y  m ilitary  o rd ers, kan , are  hard  to  "re ad ."  T h e n  lo  

and  b e h o ld , w e  w ere  b a c k  at th at p lac e . Lha, I w as su rp rised  to  see  a lo t o f  tro o p s, 

m ay b e  th o u sand s, in  fact th ere  w ere ev en  Raid ers.

52 W e w ere not sure how  Bungkus intended the w ord. W hen he w as still in  the m ilitary (early 1960s), it 

w ould have m ean t " civilians"  or m ilitary m en in mufti. But in the 1990s it acq uired  a popular new  

m eaning, " g an gsters,"  " hoolig ans."  But prob ab ly he m eant " in  m ufti."

53 By this tim e, " G reen  Berets"  m eant p aratroop s attached  to K ostrad.

54 C ap tain  K untjoro Judow idjojo w as d eputy  co m m and er of  U ntung 's old  Battalion 4 5 4 /  Banteng Raiders 

1/ K ostrad , w hich on  O ctob er 1 secured  the area aro und  M erdeka Sq uare (the presidential palace, the 

defense m inistry, etc.) and  the national b road casting  center for U ntung 's group.

55 T he Braw idjaja troo p s w ere Battalion 5 3 0 / K ostrad , b ased  in M adiun, und er M ajor Bam b ang Supeno.

56 The A ir Force b ase in D jakarta (H alim ) co vered  a huge area, of  w hich only  a sm all p art w as then in use 

for hangars, operational head q uarters, landing strips, training grounds, and  so  forth. The rest w as still a 

m ix of  sm all rub b er gard ens, village ham lets, scrub , and  so  on.

57 O ctob er 5  is A rm ed  Forces D ay. Typically it features a huge procession, w ith d isp lays o f  w eaponry  and  

colum ns of  elite com b at units b ro ught in  specially for the occasion from  outsid e D jakarta. Suspicion that 

this rare concentration o f  m ilitary  p ow er in  the capital m ight b e used  b y  som e g enerals to m ake a coup  

w as fairly w id espread  at the time.

58 Soekarno gave a televised sp eech to the N ational C onference of  Technicians in Senajan Stadium  at 

around  10 pm , Septem b er 30.
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BA : Ex actly  w h ere  w as th is, pak?

Bu n g k u s: In  th e  ru b b e r g ard en . T h e  p lac e  w h ere  w e  had  m et earlier, kan ? Bu t th en  it 

w as o n ly  co m m and ers. N o w  all th e  tro o p s w ere  there. A  lo t. So  w e asse m b led . T h e n  ... 

Iho, kok, I ran  in to  so m e d ig g ers. Q u ite  a few . T h at se t m e th in k in g . W h at are  th ese  

d ig g ers d o in g  he re?  W h at h av e  th ey  g o t to  d o  w ith  [a?] m ilitary  activ ity  (keg iatan ) . It's  

no t n o rm al, kan?  In  the m id d le  o f  the n ig h t, th ere  w as an o th er b rie f in g , fo r th e  p lato o n  

c o m m an d ers. It w as o n ly  th en  th at w e  g o t a co n c re te  id ea o f  o u r m issio n . It w as th at 

th ere  w as a C o u n c il o f  G en erals ab o u t to  m ak e  a co u p , w h ile  w e , th e  R e v o lu tio n ary  

C o u n c il, w o u ld  safeg u ard  Bu n g  K arn o , b y  fo iling  ... w h at d o  y o u  call it? the C o u n c il o f 

G en erals ' o p eratio ns.

BA : W ho  g av e y o u  the b rie fin g ?

Bu n g k u s: C o m p an y  C o m m an d er D u l A rif . T h at w as w h y  I had  no  d o u b ts. T h e  p ro p er 

arm y  p ro c e d u re  w as fo r the b rie f in g  to  co m e d ire c tly  fro m  the c o m p an y  co m m an d er. 

H e  said : " I h av e  b e e n  o rd e re d  b y  th e  Batta lio n  C o m m an d e r h im se lf  to  g iv e  th is 

b rie f in g . O u r m issio n  is to  fo il th e  p lan n ed  co u p  b y  th e  C o u n c il o f  G e n e rals."  T h e n  w e 

w en t o v er o u r targ e ts o ne b y  o ne— se v en  g en erals  in  all. T h at's  h o w  it w as, kan?  Sin ce  

th e ir h o m e s w e re  in  d if fe re n t p lac e s, d if fe re n t sq u ad s w ere  to  g o  to  each  h o m e  to  

c o n fro n t th em . T h e  p lan  w as to  cap tu re  th e m  d ead  o r aliv e . T h is , y o u  k n o w , w as a 

ty p ic ally  m ilitary  o rd er. M ilitary  o rd ers are n 't o f  c o u rse  m o d e rn , b u t stra ig h t to  th e  

p o in t.59 If  th e re  w as a c h o ic e , p e rh ap s w e  w o u ld  p ic k  " l iv e ."  Bu t i f  th e re  w as a 

c o n fro n tatio n , w e  w o u ld  d estro y  th e m  (han tju rkan ) , an d  n o  fu rth e r q u e stio n s ask ed . 

N o w  th e  n e x t issu e  w as, w h ic h  u n its w o u ld  ac tu ally  b e  se n t to  each  targ e t?  O n  th is 

th ere  w as so m e b ac k  and  fo rth , till th e  m ajo rity  v o ted  fo r th e  T jak ra— th is m e an t Pak  

D u l A rif 's  T jak ra  c o m p an y — o n  th e  v ery  ap p ro p riate  g ro u n d s th at h is m en  had  the 

c lo se st re latio n s w ith  th e  P resid en t. T h e  R aid e rs, h o w e v e r, w e re  q u ite  d istan t [fro m  

Bu n g  K arn o ] , so  th ey  w o u ld  fall u n d er su sp ic io n .60 T h at's  ho w  it w as, kan?

A D : W e re  o n ly  T jak ra and  Raid ers m en  th ere , pak?

Bu n g k u s: A sid e  fro m  p e o p le  fro m  th e  A rm y  th e re  w e re  so m e  ...  w h at d o  y o u  call 

them ? ...  f ro m  th e  N av y .

A D : T h e  M arin es?

Bu ng ku s: Y e s, th e  M arin es.

BA : So  th ere  w ere  n o  c iv ilian s aro u nd ?

Bu ng ku s: N o , n o  c iv ilian s, ju st tro o p s.

BA : N o  o n e fro m  K o strad ?

Bu ng ku s: N o ne.

BA : So  m o st o f  th em  w ere  R aid ers?

59 W e w ere unsure w hat Bungkus m eant b y  " m o d ern ,"  b ut rather hop ed  that he w as referring to  the 

typically verb ose, opaq ue, an d  euphem izing official rhetoric of  the N ew  O rder.

60 T he idea w as that if, say  G eneral Yani, the A rm y C om m and er, saw  Raid ers com ing to his house in the 

m iddle of  the night, he w ould  know  som ething w as w rong b ecause they  w ere under his authority. The 

Tjakra, how ever, answ ered  to  the Presid en t/  C om m ander-in-C hief .
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Bu n g k u s: Y e s. T h e n  th e  m e e tin g  d e c id e d  o n  h o w  re sp o n sib ilitie s  w o u ld  b e  sh are d , 

w ith  th e  R aid ers o n ly  ac tin g  as au x iliarie s, w h ile  th e  m issio n  itse lf  w as assig n e d  to  

b o y s fro m  th e  T jak ra. I w as assig n ed  th e  task  o f  tak in g  c are  o f  G e n e ral M . T .— w h at 

w as h is rank ?  L ie u te n an t-G en eral? — H arjo n o .61 I w as p u t in  co m m an d . Ev e ry th in g  w as 

d o n e  o n  the b asis  o f  w h at w as av ailab le . W h e th e r w e w ere  h ap p y  ab o u t it o r no t. W e  

w ere  to  m ak e  su re  w e  g o t th em . If, fo r in stan c e , a [d eath ] o c c u rred , th at w as o u tsid e  

m y  c o n tro l. (Th is se em s to  m ean  th at h is o rd ers w ere  to  tak e  "h is "  g e n e ral, d ead  o r 

aliv e . If  th ere  w as arm ed  resistan c e, he had  no  ch o ic e  b u t to  k ill.)

BA : Pak, I w o u ld  lik e  to  ask  y o u  w hy  So eh arto  w as no t targ e te d ?  A fte r all, h e  w as an  

im p o rtan t se n io r g en eral.

Bu n g k u s: In d eed , it is a b ig  q u estio n . Bu t at th at tim e , I p erso n ally  d id n 't th in k  to  ask 

it.

BA : A n d  no  o n e else  ask ed  th e  q u estio n ?

Bu n g k u s: N o , no . [Besid es] th e  p eo p le  th ere  said  th at So eh arto  w as a real m ilitary  m an  

(i.e . n o t "p o litic a l" )  ...  I d id n 't re ally  kn o w , b u t in  any  case, at th at tim e  m y  th in k in g  

d id n 't g o  th at far.

A D : A n d  n o  o ne  else  raise d  th e  q u estio n?

Bu n g k u s: N o . N o . N o  o n e. W e  w ere  fo c u sed  o n  h o w  to  c arry  o u t o u r o rd ers. So  if  

so m eth in g  w asn 't m en tio n ed , no  o n e w o u ld  ask. T h e n  th e  sto ry  g o es like  th is: A fte r w e 

w ere  f in ish ed  w ith  o u r p re p aratio n s, w e  se t o ff, and  o u r o rd ers w ere  sh o rt and  sim p le . 

W e  w e re  o n ly  f if te e n  m in u te s  o n  th e  ro ad . A n d  an o th e r f if te e n  at th e  s ite  [o n  

P ram b an an  Stree t in  th e  e lite  M e n te n g  are a o f  C en tral D jak arta] . Bu t th e  m issio n  w as 

su c c e ssfu l— lah. T h e re  w as o n ly  o ne snag , w h en  sh o o tin g  b ro k e  o u t at th e  ho u se  o f  Pak  

Pan d jaitan .62 W h e n  o u r m en  entered  h is h o u se , th ey  w ere  sh o t at. So  a f ig ht b ro k e  o ut. 

If  th is h ad n 't h ap p en e d , th ere  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  n o  fig ht. M issio n  ac c o m p lish e d , w e 

b ro u g h t th e m  b ac k . W e  th e n  w e re  to  d e liv e r th e m  to  Pak  D u l A rif , w h o  w as in 

ch arg e .63 T h is  m ean t th at I w o u ld  b e  free  [o f fu rth er re sp o n sib ilitie s] . Bu t it tu rn ed  o u t 

th e re  w as no  ... w h at d o  y o u  c all it?  ... m ilitary  o rg an iz atio n  c o v e rin g  b o th  o u r 

m issio n s and  b ase -are a  c o n tro l, [allo w in g ]  th e  sam e  o rg an iz atio n  to  tak e  o v e r th e  

g en erals  [after w e  b ro u g h t th em  in ]. N o n e  at all. N ah, so  w e  tu rn ed  th e m  o v e r to  the 

te rrito rial c o m m an d . It had  its o w n  n am e — ju st as m y  u n it, c o m m an d ed  b y  Pak  D u l 

A rif , w as called  Pasu k an  P aso p ati— and  it w as P rin g g o n d an i.64 H o w ev er, it tu rn ed  o u t

61 H arjono w as then D eputy  III (Finance) to  A rm y C om m and er A hm ad  Yard.

62 Pandjaitan w as A ssistant IV  (Logistics) to the A rm y C om m ander.

63 A rm y C om m and er Yard and  Pandjaitan died at their hom es, w hile H arjono w as m ortally  w ounded. 

Their b odies w ere b rought b ack to H alim , along w ith S. Parm an  (A ssistant I-Intelligence), Suprapto  

(D eputy II-A dm inistration), and  Sutojo Sisw om ihardjo (H ead  of the A rm y Prosecution), w ho had  not 

resisted cap ture and  w ere still alive. M inister of  D efense G eneral N asutio n had  m anaged  to evade cap ture  

b y leaping over his neighb or's wall.

64 C od e nam e for the operation to seize the generals. N am ed  after the invincible arrow  of  A rdjuna in the 

Javanese version of the M ahab harata. Pringgondani is the realm  of  A rd juna's nephew , G atotkatja, the one 

hero of  the M ahab harata w ho can  fly. The nam e indicated  that A ir Force peop le w ould  be in charge of  the 

Septem b er 30th M ovem ent's operational b ase.
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Pak  D u l w asn 't th ere , th ere  w as so m eo n e  else , fro m  so m e  m ilitary  o rg an iz atio n  ... no t 

in v o lv ed  in  the cap tu re [o f the g en erals], so m eth in g  territo rial.65

BA : So  Pak  D u l A rif  d id n 't acc o m p an y  the m issio n s to  cap tu re the g en erals?

Bu n g k u s: O h  no , he  w as w aitin g , c o o rd in atin g . T h e  targ e ts w ere  q u ite  far aw ay  fro m  

o ne ano ther, y o u  kn o w .66

BA : D id  y o u  hav e  any  co m m u n ic atio n s eq u ip m ent?

Bu n g k u s: N o . W e d id n 't k n o w  th e  g en erals b y  sig h t, b u t w e  had  p h o to g rap h s. Bu t 

th ere  it is, b e c au se  w e  d id n 't k n o w  w h at w as g o in g  o n , o n ce  o u r m issio n  w as fu lfille d , 

th at w as it.

A D : A fter that, y o u  w ere ju st d ism issed ?  O r?

Bu n g k u s: O h  no . W e w ere  su p p o sed  to  w ait fo r fu rth er o rd ers. N ah, th e  m ilitary  is like  

th at, y o u  c an 't ju st h ead  o f f  ho m e. A n d  th e  c o m p an y  c o m m an d e r w as still aro u n d . Bu t 

he  w as [so m ew h ere ]  o u tsid e  th at h am le t. A n d  w e  w e re  in  th e  m id st o f  th e  ru b b e r 

g ard en .

BA : Bu t d id  y o u  k n o w  w h at hap p en ed  to  tho se g en erals w ho  w ere  cap tu red ?

Bu n g k u s: A s far as I re m e m b e r, I knew . W ong , tw o  w ere  alre ad y  d ead , P ak  Y an i and  

Pak  Pan d jaitan . T h e  rest w ere  still aliv e . Ev en  M . T . H arjo n o  w as still aliv e , as a m atte r 

o f  fac t. T h e  o th ers, P ak  [Su ]To y o , Pak  [Su ]Parm an  w ere  aliv e , u n sc ratc h e d . T h e  o n ly  

o nes w h o  had  d ied  (gugu r , d ied  in  b attle )  w ere  Pak  Y an i and  P ak  Pan d jaitan . Pak  M . T. 

H arjo n o  w as w o u n d ed , b u t at th at tim e  I th o u g h t, i f  h is w o u n d s w ere  p ro p erly  treated  

[he w o u ld  also  liv e] ... Bu t in  the situ atio n  as it w as, w ell ...

BA : D id  y o u  o b serv e  w h at h ap p en ed  to  the g en erals  w h o  w ere  still aliv e?  O r had  y o u  

g o n e so m ew he re  e lse?

Bu n g k u s: I d id n 't at th at tim e  k n o w  w h at h ap p e n e d  later. I d o n 't k n o w  w h at th e  

o rd ers w ere. So m e tim es in  the m ilitary  th ey  can  ch an g e  a lo t. A n y w ay , ab o u t n in e  in  

the m o rn in g , as I hap p en ed  to  b e  head ed  to w ard s the ham let, the g en erals w ere sho t.

A D : W h o  d id  the sho o ting ?

Bu ng ku s: I d o n 't really  kno w . W h at is c lear is th at th ey  w ere all in  u n ifo rm  ...

A D : T h e  u nit?

Bu ng ku s: T h ey  w ere a m ix ed  lo t.

A D : So  y o u  c o u ld n 't id en tify  them ?

Bu ng ku s: R ig ht, and  I d id n 't k n o w  them . Bu t th ey  w ere m ilitary .

65 This w as M ajor Soejono of  the A ir Force, w ho w as in charge of  the " territo ry "  of  H alim .

66 The outskirts o f  H alim , w here " Pasop ati"  assem b led, w ere ab out seven m iles from  the center of  

D jakarta. Six of  the targeted  g enerals lived q uite close together in  the elite M enteng area. O nly  Pandjaitan  

lived in  the suburb  of  K eb ajoran Baru.
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A n d  sopan .67 T h e re  w as no  to rtu re  o r an y th in g  lik e  th a t ... T h e  [g en erals]  w ere  sto o d  u p  

fac in g  the ho le , aliv e . T h e n  sho t. D er!  [O ne] fell. D er!  [A no ther] fell.

BA : So , Bapak, y o u  saw  it all y o u rse lf?

Bu ng ku s: Y es, I saw  i t . 68

BA : I w o n d er w h eth er y o u  saw  any  c iv ilian s aro u n d .69

Bu n g k u s: N o , th ere  w e re  n o n e . Bu t o n ce  th e  b o d ie s h ad  d ro p p ed  d o w n  in to  the w ell 

...Y o u  k n o w  it's  stan d ard  m ilitary  p ro c e d u re , so ld ie rs are  fo rb id d e n  to  to rtu re . Like 

b ay o n e tin g  o r stab b in g  a p riso n e r ...  If  y o u  are  to  k ill, th e n  re ally  k ill. D o n 't b e  h alf 

h earted  ab o u t it. O th erw ise , so ld ie rs w o u ld  feel b ad ly  ab o u t it later. Be c au se  th e  m en  

w h o  w ere  sh o t w o u ld  b e  le f t th ere  still aliv e , b u t he lp le ss. T h e n  w e  w o u ld  feel g u ilty , 

kan ? O n e  has to  b e  su re  th e y  are  re ally  d ead  an d  n o t still aliv e  ...  so  th at th ey  d o n 't 

su f fe r any  m o re . T h a t's  w h at ac tu ally  h ap p e n e d , b u t late r o n  th e  situ atio n  c h an g ed . 

A fte r w h at had  hap p en ed  b e c am e  kn o w n , p e o p le  had  th e  id ea th ere  w as to rtu re  and  so  

o n. A ll th at k ind  o f  th ing . I can  assu re y o u  it's  co m p le tely  false .

A D : Pak  Ben  has w ritte n  ab o u t all th is, e x ac tly  h o w  th e  g en erals  d ied ; later o n  w h at he 

w ro te  w as tran slate d  b y  so m e  frie n d s o f  m in e. T h e  b asis  fo r it w as th e  p o st-m o rtem s 

w ritte n  u p  b y  the d o cto rs w h o  ex am in ed  th e  b o d ies.

BA : W e  h ap p en ed  o n  p h o to c o p ie s o f  rep o rts b y  [fo rensic ] d o c to rs fro m  the U n iv ersity  

o f  In d o n esia , and  o th ers. It tu rn ed  o u t th at th ere  w as n o  to rtu re  o f  any  kind  [co n trary  

to  w h at So eh arto  c laim ed  after O c to b er 5], So  it w as a lie  co o ked  u p  afterw ard s.

Bu n g k u s: Y es, th e  tru th  w as o f  c o u rse  e x ac tly  th at. I re sp ec te d  th o se  g e n e rals, th o se  

fath ers (bapak-bapak), th ey  w ere to u g h , to u g h  like  [real] so ld iers.

BA : By  th at m o rn in g  y o u  still h ad n 't had  any  sleep , is th at rig ht?

Bu n g k u s: I d id  sle ep  a little , rig h t th ere  in  th e  w o o d s. T h at n ig h t, I m o v ed  to  H alim  

[p resu m ab ly  th e  p art in  re g u lar A ir Fo rc e  u se]. In  the m o rn in g , I w as o rd ered  to  re tu rn  

to  m y  u n it. M y  m issio n  w as o v er.

BA : T h at m o rn in g , d id  y o u  listen  to  rad io  RRI?  T h ere  w ere  v ario u s ann o u nc em en ts.

Bu n g k u s: Y es, in  the m o rn in g , if  I rem e m b e r co rrec tly . It w as p re tty  m u ch  w h at I had  

b e e n  to ld  earlier. T h e  RRI w as g iv en  in stru c tio n s [to  b ro ad c ast]  alo ng  the lin es o f  w h at 

I had  b e en  to ld  ... T h e  R ev o lu tio n ary  C o u nc il, the C o u n c il o f  G ene rals ... Like th at, kan  .?

67 Sopan  norm ally  m eans " p olite,"  " w ell-b ehaved ,"  b ut here w e took it to m ean the opposite of  

" b arb arous"  and  " sad istic."

68 H ere Bungkus seem ed to have contrad icted  his earlier statem ent that he had  not w atched  the killing of  

the generals w ho had  surv ived  the attacks on their houses. But the accounts can  b e partly  reconciled if w e 

rem em b er that he had  said he heard  shots b eing fired as he w as on his w ay to the ham let. It m akes sense 

to think that on  hearing these shots, he turned  ro und  and  ran  b ack to f ind out w hat troub le w as afoot. H e 

w ould then have seen the results of  the shooting.

69 W e asked  this q uestion b ecause in the " official version"  of  how  the generals died, it w as alleged that 

large num b ers of  people from  G erw ani (see b elow ) and  the PK I's youth  affiliate, the Pem ud a Rakjat 

(People's Youth), participated. A nother p art of  the huge H alim  airb ase had  b een used  for som e tim e to 

train volunteers from  the political parties and  their affiliates for action in the C onfrontation w ith M alaysia 

(1963—66).
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BA : A m o n g  th o se  an n o u n ce m en ts, th ere  w as o n e w h ic h  is really  ex trao rd in ary , the o ne 

w h e re  P ak  U n tu n g  state d  th at fro m  th at m o m e n t o n  th e  h ig h e st ran k  in  th e  arm y  

w o u ld  b e  L ie u te n an t-C o lo n e l (h is o w n  ran k ). Ev ery o n e  h o ld in g  h ig h e r ran k  w o u ld  b e  

d e m o ted  to  th at lev e l, and  th o se  w h o  su p p o rted  [the R ev o lu tio n ary  C o u n c il]  w o u ld  b e  

p ro m o ted  o ne o r tw o  ranks.

Bu n g k u s: In d e ed , th ere  w as su ch  an an n o u n c e m e n t. I h eard  it. Bu t m y  kaw an  and  I 

w ere  n o t ex c ited  (terg iu r) .70 N o t in tere ste d . So  w e  d id n 't p ay  it any  atten tio n . Fo r m e 

th e  m ain  th in g  w as th at m y  m issio n  w as fin ish ed . N o  m atte r w h at h ap p en e d  ne xt, it 

w as u p  to  o u r su p erio rs to  d ec id e. T h e  o n ly  th in g  th at rath er startled  m e w as th at th ey  

said  the D ew an  D je n d ral ... Eh  ... the D ew an  R ev o lu si w o u ld  take  o v er th e  le ad ersh ip  

[o f the co u n try ], b ec au se  I rem em b ered  th at w e still had  a P re s id e n t...

BA : In  all th at tim e, d id  y o u  see the Presid en t in  p erso n ?

Bu n g k u s: N o , no t there. Fro m  th e  tim e  th at he w en t o ff  to  the ce rem o n ie s in  Se n ajan  I 

d id n 't see h im  ag ain.

BA : So  y o u  d id n 't see h im  ev en  at H alim ?

Bu n g k u s: N o . Pak ... O h , th is is m y  fo u rth  ch ild . In  th o se  d ay s she w as still a b ab y , no w  

she is a g ro w n  w o m an . She  no w  has g ran d ch ild ren . H er hu sb and  d ied  o f  c an c er ...

BA : Pak, o f f ic ia lly  w asn 't U n tu n g  y o u r co m m an d er?  A fte r all, he  w as c o m m an d e r o f  

the b attalio n .

Bu n g k u s: N o , n o t lik e  th at. U n tu n g  w as in d eed  C o m m an d e r o f  Batta lio n  [1] o f  th e  

T jak ra  R e g im e n t, b u t b e fo re  I m o v ed  to  th e  T jak ra, I had  n o  c o n n e c tio n  to  h im , ne v er 

m et h im . W h en  he w as in  Sro n d o l, to o , I n ev er k n e w  h im .

BA : W h at w as y o u r im p ressio n  o f  h im ?

Bu n g k u s: W h at I saw  w as th at in  th o se  d ay s P ak  U n tu n g  w as k n o w n  as a real so ld ier. 

O b ed ient. D isc ip lin ed , exce llent. I m ean , ap art fro m  p o litics.

BA : N o , I m ean t as a h u m an  b e in g , a m an.

Bu n g k u s: Ex c e lle n t. Ex c e lle n t. W h at I m e an  is , it w as as i f  he  k n e w  h o w  to  ac t 

d if fe re n tly  in  d if fe ren t situ atio n s, lik e  fath er to  h is c h ild ren , b u t lik e  a c o m m an d e r to  

h is  su b o rd in ate s, w h e n  h e  n e ed ed  to . If  o n e  o f  h is  b o y s b ro k e  d isc ip lin e , th en  th ey  

w o u ld  b e  p u n ish e d . Bu t i f  h e  w as in stru c tin g  th em , h e 'd  b e  lik e  a fath er to  h is k id s, 

v ery  g o o d .

A D : D id  he  ev er p u n ish  y o u , pak?

Bu n g k u s: M e?  N ev er! I n e v e r g o t a d re ssin g -d o w n  fro m  P ak  U n tu n g . Bu t fro m  Bu ng  

K arn o , p le n ty  o f  tim es.

7. W ith S oek am o

A D : Fo r exam p le?

70 Bungkus u sed  the w ord  kaw an  all the tim e as he talked. But it w as often unclear w hether he m eant b y it 

real friends, m em b ers of  his unit, the m ilitary in general, or even " co m rad es"  in the leftist political sense.
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Bu n g k u s: (lau g h in g )  It w as p re tty  fu n n y . Early  o n e m o rn in g , th ere  w as a c h an g in g  o f  

th e  g u ard , th e  f irst o n e— I th in k  w as a Frid ay . I g o t o u t [o f  m y  v eh ic le ]  o n to  th e  stre e t 

and  to o k  a lo o k  at th e  Palac e . I co u ld  see  th at th ere  w as a Po lic e  D etac h m e n t o n  g u ard , 

it w as, kan , p art o f  th e  T jak ra. T h e y  to ld  m e: " Bapak (th e P resid en t)  is co m in g  to  th e  

g u e st-h o u se  (En g lish ) ."  (H ere  Bu n g k u s tu rn s to  u s:)  W h at's  h ap p en e d  to  it no w ?  It's  

g o n e , isn 't it?  It w as th en  o n  th e  rig h t h an d  sid e  o f  th e  Baitu lrah m an  M o sq u e . I w as 

fu lly  read y  fo r d u ty . Y e s, th ere  [the  P re sid e n t]  w as. Still in  o rd in ary  c lo th es. Bu n g  

K arn o  w as v ery  p artic u lar ab o u t th in g s. By  th e  tim e  h e  w alk e d  o u t th e  b ac k  en tran c e , 

th e  b o y s w ere  read y  at First A le rt (Siap  Satu ) , kan l  A n d  th e re  w as Bu n g  K arn o . H e  

c are fu lly  in sp ec ted  th e ir w eap o n s, b u lle ts , h e  ch ec k ed  e v e ry th in g  o v er. M y  h eart w as 

b e atin g  deg -deg -an  (o n o m ato p o e ic ) . If  th e  b o y s w ere  ly in g  (i.e . th e y  re ally  w e re n 't o n  

First A le rt) , I'd  b e  in  b ig  tro u b le . Bu t n o . H e  o p e n e d  e v e ry th in g , n o th in g  w as 

am iss— g o o d ! A fte r th at, h e  w o u ld  u su ally  g o  b a c k  to  th e  Palac e , an d  I w o u ld  g o  b ac k  

to  q u arters to o . Bu t no t th is tim e . In ste ad , he  m lipir-m lip ir  (Jav an ese , "c irc led  aro u n d ")  

in to  the rear o f  th e  g u ard -h o u se . T h e  b o y s h ad  ju s t f in ish ed  th e ir m eal and  h ad n 't y e t 

c le an e d  u p . T h e y  w e re  ru sh in g  o f f  to  stan d  g u ard . T h e n  Bu n g  K arn o  sc o ld e d  m e: 

"W h at's  th is? "  "L e ft-o v e r ric e , pak."  " I c an 't b e lie v e  it!"  So  I to ld  h im , kan: "T h e  b o y s 

h av e  ju st fin ish ed  eatin g , th ey  w ere  in  a h u rry  and  d id n 't h av e  tim e  to  c lean  u p ."  "H e y , 

y o u  (kamu , v ery  ro u g h)! D o n 't y o u  k n o w  w h ere  th is  ric e  co m es fro m ?  T h e  G o v ern m en t 

b o u g h t it fo r y o u , b o u g h t it fro m  g ran d m o th e rs an d  g ran d fath e rs, w h o  g rew  it w ith  

th e ir b lo o d  and  sw eat. T h e y 'v e  w aited  se v en  m o n th s [fo r it to  rip en ]. T h e  G o v ern m en t 

b o u g h t it fo r y o u  to  eat, and  y o u  th ro w  it aw ay . Im ag in e !"  T h at w as Bu n g  K arn o 's  w ay  

w h en  he w as ang ry . " It's  no t th at the G o v ern m en t d o e sn 't w an t to  feed  y o u  (kamu) . Bu t 

y o u  sh o u ld  h av e  p ity  fo r th o se  w h o  g ro w  the ric e ."  T h at w as Bu n g  K arn o . Bec au se  he  

w as C o m m an d er- in -C h ie f  ... P resid en t. W e  w ere  c o m p le te ly  in  th e  w ro n g . T h e n  afte r 

w alk in g  aro u n d  a b it, he  c alle d  o u t: "C o m e  h ere , g u ard s (sau dara- sau dara pen gaw al) , 

h o w  co m e  y o u  h av e  K alim an tan  (Bo rneo ) here?  W ah, d o n 't y o u  k n o w  K alim an tan  is an 

islan d ?  H o w  co m e  K alim an tan  is he re?  T ak e  a lo o k  at th is !"  So m e  c o f fee  h ad  sp illed  

and  d rip p ed  d o w n  to  fo rm  a p u d d le  o n  the f lo o r in  the shap e o f K alim an tan ! (lau g hs).

W e all: H a-ha-ha!

Bu n g k u s: O m ig o d , [I said  to  m y se lf ] , h e 's  an g ry  ag ain . "H o w  m an y  b e an s are  th ere  in 

th e  co ffee  y o u  sp illed ?  H o w  m an y  m o n th s d id  it take  to  lo o k  afte r th em ? T h e  p eo p le  

w h o  p lan te d  th is c o f fe e  are  o ld  g ran d fath e rs  an d  g ran d m o th e rs , an d  y o u  d o n 't 

ap p re c iate  it. T h at's  en o u g h , c lean  it u p !"  "Y e s, pak.”  So  I c leane d  it u p  m y se lf . W he n  

th e  b o y s w ere  lin ed  u p , it w as m y  tu rn  to  sc o ld  th em : "Fath e r P re sid e n t is an g ry ."  

"A duh, I w as in  su ch  a h u rry ,"  th ey  said , each  o n e o f  th em . T h at w as th e  f irst tim e  [he 

w as an g ry  w ith  m e] . A n o th e r tim e , it w as m o rn in g  ag ain , early  m o rn in g  g u ard  d u ty , 

and  I had  to  g o  to  the to ile t. Y o u  kn o w , in  and  aro u n d  the P alac e  th ere  w e re  v ases o f  

f lo w ers, so m e o f  th e m  q u ite  tall. In sid e  th ere  w ere  so m e p lan ts, w h ic h  th ey  said  w ere 

fro m  Jap an , b u t I m y se lf  h ad  no  id ea. T h e y  d id n 't p ro d u c e  f lo w e rs, b u t th e y  had  

alm o st ro u n d  le av es, and  y e llo w ish  hairs o n  th e  stem s. I th o u g h t to  m y se lf , i f  th ey  stay  

in  th e  su n lig h t, w h at a sh am e! T h e y 'll ro t. I h ad  g o n e  d o w n stairs [to  th e  to ile t] , so  I 

p ic k e d  th e m  u p  and  to o k  th e m  w ith  m e  u p stairs. I d id n 't re a liz e  th at Bu n g  K arn o  

h im se lf  had  m o v ed  th e m  d o w n. I had  no  id ea. I fe lt q u ite  calm . T h e  n e x t m o rn in g , at 

the c h an g in g  o f  th e  g u ard , " Kok, h ere  th ey  are  d o w n stairs ag ain !"  W ith o u t so  m u ch  as 

a th o u g h t, I to o k  th e m  b a c k  u p  o n c e  ag ain . I d id n 't re a liz e  th at Bu n g  K arn o  w as 

alread y  at th e  w in d o w . "H e y , so  it's  y o u  (kamu)  w h o  b ro u g h t th e m  u p ?  I b ro u g h t th em
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d o w n  at fiv e  o 'c lo c k  so  th e y  c o u ld  c atc h  so m e u ltra -v io le t [ray s]. A n d  n o w  y o u 'v e  

b ro u g h t th e m  u p  ag ain . It w as y o u , w asn 't it? "  "Y e s, pak."  "W h at w ere  y o u  th in k in g  

o f? "  "T h e  stem s are  fu ll o f  w ater, so  I w as afraid  th at th ey 'd  ro t in  the su n lig h t."  "G o o d  

[th in k in g ]! Bu t I w an ted  th e m  ex p o sed  to  th e  u ltrav io le t [ ray s) ] ,"  said  Bu n g  K arn o . 

W aduh, th e  w ro n g  th in g  ag ain! "Y es, s ir!"  It lo o ked  like  he w as lau g h ing . T h at w as ho w  

I g o t Bu n g  K arn o  an g ry  w ith  m e. O v er flo w ers, o v er fo o d  ...

8. In Prison

A D : A fter the Se p tem b er 30th M o v em en t, h o w  lo ng  w as it b e fo re  y o u  w ere  arrested ?

Bu n g k u s: W h e n  I w as arrested ?  ... A c tu ally  I w asn 't [y et] arrested . T h e y  to ld  m e  to  g o  

b ac k  to  [T jakra] H ead q u arte rs. T h e n  I w e n t to  p riso n , lik e  th at ... fo r th e  n e x t th irty -  

tw o  y ears (actu ally  th irty - fo u r) .

A D : In  w h at m o nth  d id  y o u r in terro g atio n  b eg in ?

Bu ng ku s: T h at sam e m o nth  (O cto b er 1965), if  I am  n o t m istak en . A fte r all (w ong ) , it w as 

o n ly  te n  d ay s late r. A f te r th e  in te rro g atio n , I w as p u t in  p riso n . T h e y  w e n t o n  

in te rro g atin g  m e  in  th e  m ilitary  p riso n  o n  G u n tu r Stre e t. Ev e ry  m e m b e r o f  [o u r] 

c o m p an y  w as in terro g ate d . Katu t  (Jav an ese , "sw e p t u p " )  [w ith  m e]. N o b o d y  w as [le ft 

o u t ... ]

A D : Ev ery  sin g le  o ne?

Bu ng ku s: Y e s, and  afte r in terro g atio n , p u t in  p riso n . I w as re le ased , le t's  see , w hen  w as 

it? ... y es, in  1999, in  the tim e  o f  [Presid ent] H ab ib ie .

BA : T h e re  is o n e  asp e c t o f  w h at h ap p en e d  w h ic h  still p u z z le s th o se  w h o  w an t to  

u n d e rstan d  w h at re ally  w as g o in g  o n . W e are  try in g  to  g rasp  th e  ro le  o f  th e  u n it 

c o m m an d e rs. P e rh ap s, P ak, y o u  can  h e lp . [Fo r ex am p le ]  P ak  D u l A rif  d isap p eare d  

w ith o u t a trac e . H e  w asn 't tried  and  w asn 't m en tio n ed  in  th e  p ress. C an  y o u  te ll u s a 

b it ab o u t h im , h o w  lo n g  y o u  k n ew  h im , and  w h at actu ally  transp ired .

Bu n g k u s: T h e  tru th  is th at fro m  th at m o m e n t I n e v e r saw  P ak  D u l A rif  ag ain . Bu t I 

heard  slen thingan  (Jav anese, " ru m o rs")  th at he  had  b een  arrested .

BA : D id  y o u  h ear th ese  ru m o rs in  p riso n?

Bu n g k u s: Y es, I heard  th em  in  p riso n . Bu t later it w as said  he had  d isap p eared . I d o n 't 

k n o w  if  he  w as "p ro c e sse d "  (tried , in  secret p ro b ab ly ) o r no t.

A D : W h at is y o u r o w n  g u ess, pak.1

Bu n g k u s: I re ally  d o n 't kn o w . T h e  fac t w as sim p ly  th at D u l A rif  d isap p eare d , no  o n e 

saw  h im  ag ain . Bu t w h at is su re , th ere  w as a c ap tain , C ap tain  Su rad i, w h o  said  he  

k n ew  w h ere  D u l A rif  had  g o n e. T h en  he d isap p eared . Like that.

9. D ul A rif  (1)

BA : W h at kind  o f  m an  w as he? 

Bu ng ku s: Fine.
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A D : T o  h is m en?

Bu n g k u s: Fine . A ll o f  th em , Pak  U n tu n g , D u l A rif  w ere le ad ers, no t [just] co m m an d e rs. 

Bu t, w ong , in  b attle , th ey  d ared  an y th in g . If  o n e o f  th e  m en  d id  so m e th in g  w ro n g  in  

b attle , th ey 'd  d are to  slap  h is face .71

A D : D id  y o u  e v e r h e ar sto rie s ab o u t P ak  D u l A rif 's  b rav e ry  in  b attle , d u rin g  th e  

Rev o lu tio n?

Bu ng ku s: In  th o se  d ay s he  w as ju st a co rp o ral, b u t the sty le  o f  h is lead e rsh ip  w as g o o d . 

A D : W he re?

Bu ng ku s: In  Bo n d o w o so , Besu k i, D jem b er.

A D : Lho, so  he w as fro m  the Sea-D o g  Battalio n  to o ?

Bu ng ku s: Yes!

A D : A n d  M ad u rese?

Bu ng ku s: Yes.

A D : So  he k n ew  y o u  fro m  w ay  b ack ?

Bu ng ku s: Ind eed ! A fter all w e w ere  fro m  th e  sam e T K R  co ho rt.

A D : Bu t w asn 't he o n a d ifferen t fro nt?

Bu n g k u s: Y es. A t th at tim e he  w as in  C o m p an y  1. I w as in  C o m p an y  4. H e  n ev er lo st 

co u rag e ; b asic ally , he  w as a b rav e  m an . In  d ealin g  w ith  arm ed  g an g s72 o f  any  k in d , he

w as alw ay s b rav e.

BA : Bu t Pak  H eru  to ld  m e th at P ak  D u l A rif  se rv ed  d ire c tly  u n d e r P ak  A li M o e rto p o  

w h en  b o th  w ere in  th e  Ban te n g  R aid ers in  the f ig h t ag ain st D aru l Islam .73 Is th is likely  

to  b e  tru e o r no t?

Bu n g k u s: O n  th at I c an 't say , I d o n 't k n o w  ab o u t A li M o erto p o . W h at I d o  k n o w  is th at 

d u rin g  the g u e rrilla  w ar, he  [D u l A rif ] w as in  C o m p an y  1 o f  the Sea-D o g  Battalio n , the 

b o y s o f  P ak  M ag en d a. T h e  c o m m an d e r o f  th is  c o m p an y  w as P ak  Y u su f  (? ). Bu t w e 

w ent to  A m b o n  ... ev ery w h ere  ... to g ether.

BA : Bu t later, w as the f ig h tin g  y o u  d id  ag ain st the D aru l Islam  in  C en tral Su law esi o r 

W e st Jav a?

Bu n g k u s: W e ll, th at h ap p en e d  afte r o u r Battalio n  had  b e c o m e  Batta lio n  448. P ak  D u l 

A rif  w as also  in  Battalio n  448.

71 This w as a habit inherited from  the Japanese m ilitary, w here superiors w ere q uick to  slap not only 

Indonesian recruits b ut also their ow n  Japanese subordinates.

72 G rombolan— the term  the pre-Soeharto  State typically used  for reb els of  any  kind.

73 This " Pak  H eru "  is ex-Lieut. Col. H eru A tm odjo, of  the A ir Force, w ho in the im m ediate pre-O ctob er 

1965 period  w as effective head of  A ir Force Intelligence, rep orting directly  to A ir Force C om m and er O m ar 

D hani. H e had  trained  as a pilot in Bakersfield, C alifornia in the m id -1950s, and  in 1961 spent another year 

in the US taking an  intelligence course. The Soeharto group  regard ed  him  as a key consp irator, and  he w as 

tried and  im prisoned for a long tim e. A li M oertop o w as head  of  intelligence in Soeharto's K ostrad  on  

O ctob er 1,1965, and  soon b ecam e notorious as head  of President Soeharto 's personal O psus (Special O ps 

political, and  especially " b lack ,"  intelligence) netw ork.
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BA : O h  really ?

Bu g ku s: Lho, y es! T h e  Sea-D o g s b e c am e  Battalio n  448 afte r b e in g  tran sferred  to  C en tral 

Jav a.

BA : T h en  448 m u st hav e b e en  a M ad u rese  b attalio n  ... (Ev ery o n e lau g hs)

Bu n g k u s: ( lau g h in g ) Y es, the A n d jin g  L au t Battalio n  ... eh  ... Battalio n  448 w as m o stly  

M ad u rese.

A D : W here did y ou  g et  to know  P ak D ul A rif?

Bungkus: I knew  him from  my  unit. W e w ere both orig inally  from  the Sea-D ogs.

A D : From  the beg inn ing?

Bungku s: Y es, w e w ere bosom  fr ien ds  (k aw an  sa ja  se h id u p  se m ati)  as the boy s o f  P ak 

M agenda. P ak D ul A r if w as then a corporal, and I a priv ate fir s t  class. So he w as alw ay s w ith 

me when w e w ere fig ht in g  as guerrillas.

A D : W as he also from  Bondow oso?

Bungkus: Y es, he w as a local boy  from  Bondowoso.

BA : So he w as also o f  M adurese descent?

Bungkus: I don' t know  w here his fam ily  orig inally  came from , bu t he w as defin itely  M adurese. 

I'm not su re i f  he was a " Java M adu rese"  or another kind.74

A D : W hen y ou  spoke w ith him, w hat language did he use?

Bungkus: K ind o f  a mix . Sometim es M adurese, sometim es Jav anese, and som etim es Indonesian . 

A  jumble really , bu t the main thing  w as w e understood each other. A fter  all (w o n g ) , he w as a 

kaw an . But there is a secret here: i f  [a w oman ]  has a pretty  fac e ,  u sually  she w ill be a M adu rese  

( la u g h in g ) ...

W e all: H a-ha-ha.

A D : So w hen  y ou  talked tog ether abou t personal secrets y ou  w ou ld use M adurese?

Bungkus: Y es . . .  and then  w e w ou ld laugh. H ere is a story  abou t  this. W hen  I  had mov ed to 

D jakarta, I happen ed [on e tim e]  to be at  P asar Senen  (M o n d ay  M ark e t) , by  the three-w ay  

in tersection , w here the m iddle road heads down to Tandjung  P riok [H arbor] . R ight at  that spot  

there w as a stall sellin g  d a w e t (sy ru p y  d rin k  m ad e  o f  sh red d ed  c o c o n u t and  e ith e r ric e  

o r sag o ) ow ned by  a Chinese. The sign board said D aw et P robolin ggo ... eh . . .  P asuruan . H e  

had tw o g irls  helpin g  him. R eally  n ice- looking . A nyw ay , w e w ere sit t in g  there chattin g  abou t  

these g irls u sing  M adurese. But, k o k , when  w e looked up at  them , they  w ere alw ay s sm iling . I 

began  to g e t  su spic iou s. So I asked the ow n er, " B a p a k ,  w here  are y ou  fr om ? "  " From  

Pasu ruan ."  I  g o t  ev en  more suspicious. " H ow  long  hav e y ou  been  in D jakarta, b a p a k ? "  " Just  

three m onths."  " D o y ou  kn ow  M adu rese? "  " A  bit. That' s w hy  my  g irls w ere sm iling  ju st  now , 

because they  understood w hat y ou  b ap ak -b ap ak  w ere say in g ."  W ah / 1 w as dead.

74 The b rutal, interm inab le w ars of  the seventeenth and  early eighteenth century  had  largely d epop ulated  

the easternm ost p art o f  East Java. In  the nineteenth century  it w as repopulated  b y poor m igrants from  the 

hard -p ressed  island of  M adura, just to  the north. " Jav a M ad urese"  w ould  refer to  d escendants of  these 

m igrants, w ho m ostly had never b een  to M ad ura itself.
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W e all: H a-ha-ha!

Bun gku s: So I  said, " Sorry , n e n g , I w as ju s t  hav in g  a bit  o f  a joke. A to n  te m p u ro n  

(M ad u rese , 'so  so rry ! ') "  " D on' t w orry , p ak / 1 w as happy  listening. [ I cou ld tell that]  Bap ak  

lov es the M adurese language. I understood w hat y ou  said."  A duh!

(W h ile  th e  tap e  w as b e in g  c h an g ed , I asked  Bu n g k u s ab o u t a sto ry  I had  he ard  fro m  

H eru  A tm o d jo  ab o u t A li M o e rto p o  and  D u l A rif . A li w o u ld  tak e  h is m en  th ro u g h  a 

v illag e , and  if  he  sp o tted  a p re tty  g irl he  lik ed , he  w o u ld  sig nal to  D u l A rif  to  h id e  a 

cap tu red  D aru l Islam  g u n  e ith er in  h e r h o m e  o r in  th at o f  the v illag e  ch ief. T h e  tro o p s 

w o u ld  p ass th ro u g h  a d ay  o r tw o  later, and  " f in d "  the w eap o n . T h e n  th e  fath er o r the 

v illag e  c h ie f  w o u ld  b e  th reaten ed  w ith  arrest o r w o rse  as a c lan d estin e  D aru l Islam  

re b e l. Fin a lly , th e  g irl w o u ld  b e  tu rn e d  o v e r to  A li in  e x c h an g e  fo r " le n ie n c y ."  

Bu n g k u s 's  rep ly  to  A rie f  D jati's  q u estio n , b e lo w , also  sh o w s h is re ac tio n  to  th e  H eru  

sto ry .)

Bu ng ku s: If  th at is the w ay  Pak  A li M o erto p o  b eh av ed , I c an 't acc ep t it.

BA : Bu t d o  th in k  it is p o ssib le  th at Pak  D u l A rif  w as at o ne tim e  o ne o f  A li M o e rto p o 's  

b o y s?  W ith  the Raid ers?

Bu ng ku s: N o . N o .

BA : So  he  w as n ev er in  the Raid ers?

Bu n g k u s: N o . H is b atta lio n  w as [o n ly ?? ]  an  In fan try  Batta lio n , an d  h e  w as n e v e r 

sep arated  fro m  it. H e  w as really  lo v ed  (disajang)  b y  h is b attalio n .

A D : W h y ?

Bu n g k u s: Be c au se  o f  h is stro n g  m ilitary  d isc ip lin e  and  h is b rav e ry . In  e v ery  m issio n  

( tugas)  he  w as o u t in  fro nt.

BA : W as Battalio n  448 ev er p art o f  th e  Ban ten g  Raid ers?

Bu n g k u s: N o t as a u n it. Bu t so m e  o f  its m en , lik e  m e, d id  serv e  w ith  th e  R aid ers ... 

Ban te n g  Raid ers I. N o t in  Sro nd o l b u t in  M ag e lan g .

A D : M ag e lang ?  T h e n  w h at w as [its] z o ne  o f  o p eratio n s?

Bu n g k u s: A t the b e g in n in g , still in  1948, the z o n e  o f  o p eratio n s o f  K arto su w irjo 's  D aru l 

Islam  w as in  W e st Jav a.

BA : Y o u  d o n 't m ean  the o u tb reak  o f  the [Battalio n ] 426 reb ellio n ?

Bu ng ku s: N o , th at w as d iffe ren t. It cam e later th an  the D I su rely ?

BA : Bu t 426 w as tie d  to  th e  D aru l Is lam , no ?  A f te r all, th e y  [to o ] w e re  fo rm e r 

H iz b u llah .

Bu n g k u s: W e ll, as y o u  kn o w , all th e  H iz b u llah  p e o p le  le an ed  to w ard s K arto su w irjo . 

A n y w ay , D u l A rif  w as still w ith  m e th en  w h en  w e  faced  th e  D aru l Is lam  ... in  W e st 

Jav a, C en tral Jav a -W e st Jav a.
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BA : W h ere  in  W e st Jav a?

Bu n g k u s: A ro u n d  G e n te n g . O n  th e  b o rd e r. N o t in  W e st Ja v a , b u t o n  th e  b o rd e r 

[b etw een  W e st and  East Jav a] . A ro u n d  T jilatjap  ... T o  th e  w e st o f  th at w as Siliw an g i 

territo ry .

10. In Sum atra (1)

BA : A t the tim e o f  the PRRI, w ere  y o u  sent o ff  any w he re?75 

Bungkus: Let' s see ... w hen  did it break ou t ?

BA : The fig ht in g  started offic ially  in February  1958.

Bu ng ku s: Y es, [I w as sent] to  Su m atra.

BA : M ed an  o r Bu kittin g g i?

Bu n g k u s: T h e  u n it th at d e stro y ed  the PRR I w as m y  b attalio n , 448. W e w ere  th e  sh o ck -  

tro o p s (setu t , f ro m  the D u tch  stoottroepen) .

BA : Bu t th ere  w as R T P I (R esim en  T im  Pertem p u ran , R e g im e n tal C o m b at T eam ) se n t 

to  the Batak  area and  M ed an , and  RT P II, assig n ed  to  Pad an g , w asn 't there?

Bu ng ku s: Bu kitting g i!

BA : Bu t w h ere  w ere y o u , pak, assig ned ?

Bu n g k u s: A ro u n d  Bu k ittin g g i. I h e lp e d  sm ash  th e ir u n its at L u b u k  Sik ap in g , L u b u k  

L in g g au , and  o n  to  Lak e  M an in d jau . A fte r th at to  ... w h at w as th e  n am e?  ...  M u aro  o r 

Rao , I fo rg e t the nam e (p ro b ab ly  M u aro p an as, in  the kabupaten  o f  So lo k) . A fte r th at, b u t 

b e fo re  Ba tta lio n  448 w e n t h o m e  in  th e  1960s, in  1959, I w as su m m o n e d  b y  th e  

C o m m an d er, alo n g  w ith  th ree  o th ers, and  to ld  to  p re se n t m y se lf  in  Salatig a. I receiv ed 

an in terlocal phone call from  Salatiga, from  reg im en tal headquarters, telling  me to en roll in the 

M agelang  SK I (In fan try  C ad re  Sch o o l). Since this w as a direct  order from  the commander, o ff  

I w ent. A fter a y ear in school, I w as tran sferred to the R eserv e, in Salatiga.

11. W ho w as Behind  " O ctob er 1" ?

BA : N o w  o n  th e  q u e stio n  o f  th e  p ro p ag an d a  c am p aig n  c la im in g  th at th e  w h o le  

Sep tem b er 30th M o v em en t w as m an ag ed  b eh in d  the sc en es b y  th e  PK I, and  also  o n  the 

issu e  o f  the Sp ec ial Bu re au .76 W ere  y o u  su rp rised ?  W h e n  y o u  h eard  ab o u t th is, pak, d id  

y o u  feel “W aduh, kok, h o w  co u ld  th is b e ? "

Bu ng ku s: N o . I ig no red  it, b e c au se , as I saw  it, th ere  w ere no  facts to  b ac k  it up .

75 The C IA -b acked regional reb ellion of early 1958 b y the PRRI (Pem erintah Revolusioner Repub lik  

Indonesia, Revolutionary  G overnm ent of  the Repub lic of Indonesia) in  Sum atra, in  tand em  w ith the 

Perm esta (U niversal C harter Struggle) in N orthern  Sulaw esi.

76 The official line after Soeharto cam e to p ow er w as that the Septem b er 3(Th M ovem ent w as m aster

m inded  b y the C om m unists through a top -secret " Sp ecial Bureau ,"  outsid e the p arty  hierarchy and  

directly  responsib le to Party  leader D . N . A idit. The job of  the Special Bureau, head ed  b y K am aruzzam an, 

a.k.a. Sjam, (Su)Pono, and  (Su)Bono, w as to infiltrate the m ilitary  and  recru it officers and  m en to  the 

C om m unist cause.
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BA : W h at I m e an t w as, w h en  p o w e r p assed  to  So e h arto , fo u r o r fiv e  d ay s afte r the 

A ffair, th e  n e w sp ap e rs and  the rad io  w ere  alread y  say in g  it w as all a PK I p lo t. W h en  

y o u  heard  ab o u t th is, pak, d id  y o u  feel " W aduh, kok, h o w  co u ld  th is b e ? "

Bu n g k u s: W e ll, if  y o u  m e an  w as I tak e n  ab ac k , y es, I w as tak e n  ab ack . Bu t th e n  I 

starte d  to  th in k , ko k ,  le t it b e . T h e  p e o p le  w h o  ac te d  w e re  m ilitary , ko k .  T h e  

[In d o nesian ] m ilitary  has n ev er tak en  o rd ers fro m  any  o u tsid ers, kok. In  ad d itio n , th ere  

w as th is te rm , "T h e  PK I R e b e llio n ."  T h is  m ad e  ev en  less se n se  to  m e. T h e  PK I n ev er 

reb e lled . Fu rth erm o re , if  the PK I at th at tim e  w as re ally  read y  fo r a re b e llio n , o n e  y ear 

w o u ld n 't h av e  b e e n  n early  lo n g  en o u g h  to  d estro y  it. M o st lik e ly  it w o u ld  h av e  g o n e  

o n  fo r a lo n g  tim e . W ong , the PK I had  a hu g e  m ass b e h in d  it. W ong , th e  D aru l Islam , 

w h ic h  w as o n ly  o n e g ro u p , to o k  y ears to  su p p ress, kok. K ah ar M u z ak ar w as th e  sam e. 

W ong , it to o k  H arto  tw e lv e  y ears to  su p p ress [K ahar] . If  he  th o u g h t it w o u ld  b e  th at 

easy  (c ru sh in g  a PK I reb e llio n ), he  w as o u t o f  h is m ind . So  I g o t th e  id e a th at it w as a 

slan d er, to  find  a scap eg o at.

BA : Pak  Bu n g k u s, w h en  y o u  w ere  in  the m ilitary , w ere  y o u  and  y o u r co m rad es o fte n  

w arned  ab o u t the C o m m u n ist th reat?

Bu n g k u s: N o . T h e  th in g  is th is, in  the m ilitary  at th at tim e th ere  w as a b an  o n  m ilitary  

p eo p le  b e in g  in v o lv ed  in  p o litic s. Bu t w e  had  to  ...  w h at d o  y o u  call it?  ...  k n o w  ab o u t 

p o litic s. Bu t w e  w ere  no t allo w ed  to  jo in  any  p o litic al p arty . A ll th e  p artie s u n d e r th e  

le g al p ro te c tio n  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t— it w as fo r u s to  sh ap e  th e m  (m em bin a)  an d  

safe g u ard  th em . Y e t o f  c o u rse  w e  c o u ld  e v alu ate  w h ic h  w e re  g o o d  an d  w h ic h  b ad . 

Sp e ak in g  fran k ly , th e  tw o  w h ic h  w ere  m o st ac tiv e  in  h e lp in g  th e  State  at th at tim e  

w ere  the PK I to g e th e r w ith  th e  m ilitary . T h e  PK I also  sacrific ed  a lo t o f  its p eo p le  in  the 

stru g g le  to  create  th e  R e p u b lic  o f  In d o n esia. T h is  is m y  h o n est o p in io n . Bu t I w as n o t a 

p arty  m an .

BA : W h at ab o u t th e  c laim  th at th ere  w as a Sp ec ial Bu reau ?

Bu n g k u s: M y  id ea is th is. If  th e  PK I re b e lled , h o w  stu p id  th ey  w o u ld  h av e  b een . If  they  

d id n 't reb e l, it is q u ite  p o ssib le  th at th ey  w o u ld  h av e  w o n  the n ext e lec tio n .

BA : Bu t su p p o sin g  th e  PK I w as afraid  th at Bu n g  K arn o 's  d eath  w as no t far aw ay . T h is  

is th e  So eh arto  lin e , th at th e  PK I [lead ers] th o u g h t it b e tte r to  strike  f irst rath er th an  b e  

p re -em p ted .

Bu n g k u s: I d o n 't b e lie v e  so . T h e  PK I w asn 't stu p id , and  its lead ers w ere  n o t id io ts. T h e  

o n ly  th in g  is  th at, if  it w as tru e , I m e an  if, fo r ex am p le , th ere  w ere  arrests p lan n ed  b y  

th e  PK I, th e n  in  m y  v ie w , th e  le ad e rsh ip  w as keblin g er  (Jav an ese , " n u ts " ) . T h a t's  m y  

id ea. Bu t n o t th e  PK I [as a w h o le ] . Bu t m y  fe e lin g  is  th at th is  w asn 't so . I am  n o t y e t 

co n v in ce d . A  le ad e r d o e sn 't stand  alo ne , pak. If  I w e re  a le ad e r y o u  can  b e  su re I w o u ld  

h av e  fo llo w ers.

BA : It w o u ld  m ean  w o rk in g  fo r d ecad e s fo r so m eth in g , and  th en  hav in g  it d e stro y ed  in  

ten  m inu tes?

Bu n g k u s: Ex ac tly  (M akan ja) !  T h at is  w h y , u p  till n o w , u n le ss so m e o n e  ask s m e  m y  

o p in io n , I ju st k ee p  m y  m o u th  shu t. If  so m e stu d en ts, o r g rad u ate s ( sardjana)  c o m e  to  

see  m e ab o u t th is, I ask  th em , "W h at d o  y o u  w an t w ith  m e ? "  "W e  w an t to  kn o w , pak."  

"L o o k , y o u  stu d e n ts (kam u ) c e rtain ly  k n o w  w h at h ap p e n e d ."  " It's  n o t th at, pak,"  th ey  

say , " in  sc ho o l w e  h av e  [the o ff ic ial line]  fo rced  d o w n  o u r th ro ats all the tim e  (dit jekokin
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teru s) ."  "W e ll th en , if  y o u  d o n 't b e lie v e  w h at y o u  are  to ld , I w ill g iv e  y o u  a p ic tu re  o f  

w h at really  h ap p en ed ."

A D : Fro m  th e  s tart o f  th e  '8 0 s , th e y  sh o w e d  th e  f ilm  ab o u t th e  Se p te m b e r 30th 

M o v em en t in all the scho o ls. I ex p erien ced  th is m y se lf  as a sc ho o lb o y .

Bu n g k u s: W h at m an y  o f  th e  k id s ask  is ab o u t L u b an g  Bu aja. I said  lo ng  ag o , th at in  m y  

v ie w  "L u b an g  Bu a ja "  is th e  k in g  o f  ( radjan ja)  s lan d e rs. W h at is  tru e  is th at so m e  

g en erals w ere  sh o t and  d ro p p ed  d o w n  a w ell.

BA : N o w ad ay s th ere  are  m an y  sto ries g o in g  ro u n d  th at th e  real m asterm in d  o f  O c to b er 

1 w as So eh arto . Pak, d o  y o u  b e lie v e  th is o r no t?

Bu ng ku s: W hat?

BA : T h at th e  m an  b e h in d  e v e ry th in g  w as So eh arto . D o e s th is m ak e  sen se  to  y o u  o r 

no t?

Bu n g k u s: A f te r I w as p u t in  p riso n , I h ad  n o  rig h t (as an  N C O  and  a p riso n e r)  to  

e v alu ate  So e h arto 's  ro le . A n d  I c o u ld n 't b lam e  an y o n e  fo r m y  im p riso n m e n t, lik e  

say in g  th at m y  su p erio rs w e re  to  b lam e . T h at I c o u ld n 't d o . A fte r all I w as a se rv an t 

(abdi) , o b ed ie n t to  th e  o rd ers o f  m y  su p erio rs. T h at's  all. T h is  is w h at g o es w ith  life  in  

th e  m ilitary . T h e  Sap ta M arg a and  th e  Su m p ah  Prad ju rit.77 Bu t aro u n d  1975, if  I am  no t 

m istak en , o n e  m o rn in g , o r o n e ev en in g , I fo rg e t, I tu rn ed  o n  th e  rad io . It w as an  o ld  

rad io  th at I'd  b o rro w e d . A n d  I w as ab le  to  tu n e  in to  the BBC , kok. W h at th e ir re p o rt 

said  w as th at b e fo re  th e  G 30S (Sep te m b er 30th M o v em en t)  h ap p en ed , a m id d le -ran k in g  

o ff ic er rep o rted  to  So eh arto  th at th ere  w as g o in g  to  b e  an ac tio n  to  arrest the g en erals. 

T h e  n am e  o f  th is o ff ic er w as C o lo n el Latief . T h is  m ad e  m e  th in k  th at, if  th e  sto ry  w as 

tru e , th e  Ev e n t sh o u ld  no t h av e  h ap p en e d , and  th o se  m e n  w o u ld n 't h av e  d ied . T h e n  

w h at d id  h ap p en ?  I b e g an  to  h av e  d o u b ts. M ay b e  th ere  w as a sh rim p  b e h in d  th e  ro ck  

(udang di balik batu, id io m  fo r "so m e th in g  f ish y ") .

BA : W h at kind  o f  shrim p ?

Bu n g k u s: W ong , th e  sh rim p  w as th at he  w as to ld . T h e  sh rim p  had  n jlem pit  (Jav anese, 

"w o rk e d  its w ay ")  in  b e h in d  [a lo t o f] ro cks. If  L atie f  re ally  rep o rted  to  So eh arto , w h y  

d id  So eh arto  d o  n o th in g ?  W h y  d id n 't he  c o n tac t th e  g en erals  [and  w arn  th em ]?  W h y  

d id  he  ju st keep  q u iet?  If  it had  b e en  m e ...

BA : M ay b e  he  w as th in k in g  th at th is w ay  he  c o u ld  b e c o m e  A rm y  C h ie f  o f  Staff , 

rep lac in g  Pak  Y an i?

Bu n g k u s: W ell it co u ld  b e , u n less all he  had  in  m ind  w as to  k ill u sin g  a th ird  hand . Bu t 

as I th o u g h t ab o u t th is, I o b je c te d  [to  b e in g  u se d  as a k iller]. Bu t I'm  no t m ak in g  any  

ac c u satio n s. Bu t m ay b e  th at w as w h at he  had  in  m in d . In  th e  m o rn in g  I ask ed  Pak  

Latie f : "P ak  Latie f , d id  y o u  re ally  d o  th at (g o  see  h im )? "  U p  to  th at p o in t I had  n ev er 

sp o ken  to  h im  in  the p riso n .

A D : So  it w as b e c au se  o f  the rad io  th at y o u  d ec id ed  to  b re ak  the  ice?

77 Sap ta M arg a (The Seven Pled ges)— code of  ideology  /  honor for officers, form ulated  in the m id-1950s. 

Sum pah Prad jurit (Soldier's O ath), a pledge of  allegiance and  ob edience to state and  nation, the head  of  

state, and m ilitary superiors.
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Bu n g k u s: Y e s. H e th en  to ld  m e th is and  that. "W h at's  the p ro o f? "  I said . "H e re , th is is 

m y  pleidooi (D u tc h  fo r 'd e fe n se  sp e e c h ') ."  H e  m ean t h is (beliau , v ery  resp ec tfu l)  d e fen se  

sp eech . [H e said ]: "A t m y  trial I asked  th e  ju d g e  to  su m m o n  So eh arto  as a w itn ess, b u t 

fath er ju d g e  (pak hakim ) re fu sed . L e t's  see , w h at p ag e  is th at o n  ... ? "  I sh o u ld  b e lie v e  

h im  b e c au se  it w as all w ritten  d o w n .

BA : So eh arto  o nc e g av e  an in terv ie w  to  a G erm an  n ew sp ap er, in  w h ic h  he  said  th at it 

w as tru e he  had  m et L atie f  o n the n ig h t o f  Sep tem b er 30 in  a h o sp ital, b u t th at he  k n ew  

L atie f  had  co m e to  k ill h im . Bu t it d id n 't co m e  o ff. T h is  m ean s he  ad m itted  p u b lic ly  

th at he m et L atie f  th at n ig ht. I m y se lf  re c en tly  had  a c h an ce  to  talk  w ith  Pak  L atie f  in 

D jak arta ab o u t th is. So  I asked  h im : "P ak  Latie f , b y  th e  e v en in g  o f  O c to b er 1, w h at d id  

y o u  feel ab o u t So e h arto ? "  H e  an sw ered : " I fe lt I had  b e e n  b e tray e d ."  T h is  m eans th at 

in  th e  m o rn in g  o f  th at d ay  P ak  L atie f  b e lie v e d  th at So e h arto  su p p o rte d  h im . T h e n  

su d d en ly  ev ery th in g  w as tu rn ed  u p sid e  d o w n . So  he fe lt he had  b e en  u sed .

Bu n g k u s: C o u ld  b e . Y es, it co u ld  b e . A s far as I am  co n c ern ed , w h en  I heard  the rad io  

re p o rt, I starte d  to  h av e  d o u b ts ab o u t So e h arto . W as it p o ssib le  e v e ry th in g  w as 

p lan n ed  b y  h im ?  If  he  w as re ally  sin c ere  in  h is  sh o w  o f  re sp e c t fo r th e  g e n e rals  as 

H ero e s o f  th e  R e v o lu tio n , b u t th en  th ey  w ere  d ead , and  he  k n e w  ab o u t it, had  b e en  

to ld  ab o u t it, b e fo re h an d , w h at d id  it all m ean ? 78 T h e n  I g o t in fo rm atio n  ...  w h at had  

re ally  b e e n  g o in g  o n? ... th at th ese  g en erals , Pak  Y an i, Pak  P arm an , w ere  fine p eo p le , 

and  I k n e w  m y se lf  th ey  w ere  e x c e lle n t so ld ie rs. Y e t th ere  th ey  w ere, d e ad . So  p eo p le  

g u e sse d , I m e an  th e y  re m e m b e re d  so m e th in g  th at h ap p e n e d  w h e n  So e h arto  w as 

C o m m an d e r o f  th e  D ip o n e g o ro  D iv is io n . It w as said  th at h e  w as in v o lv e d  in  

sm u g g lin g . W o rd  o f  th is  reac h ed  Bu n g  K arn o . Bu n g  K arn o  th en  su m m o n ed  N asu tio n  

and  b aw le d  h im  o u t. N asu tio n  h im se lf  g o t fu rio u s and  d ism issed  So eh arto , w h o  th en  

w en t to  stu d y  at th e  SSK A D  (Sek o lah  Staf  d an  K o m an d o  A n g k atan  D arat, In d o n e sia 's  

Staf f  and  C o m m an d  C o lleg e , in  Ban d u n g ). T h at w as th e  sto ry , th ey  said . Pak  Y an i w as 

rig h t, p u n ish  ac c o rd in g  to  th e  law , w ith o u t re sp e c t o f  ran k , b e c au se  th is k in d  o f  

b e h av io r stained  th e  re p u tatio n  o f  th e  m ilitary . So  h e  (So eh arto ) w as p u n ish ed . In  th at 

case , th e  p e o p le  w h o  d ied  o n  O c to b er 1 w ere  ac tu ally  th e  en em ie s o f  So eh arto , p eo p le  

w ho  h ad  o b je c te d  to  So e h arto 's  b e h av io r, to  h is sm u g g lin g . It co u ld  b e , I th o u g h t, th at 

to  g e t rid  o f  th ese  p eo p le , th e  o n ly  w ay  fo r h im  w as to  u se  a th ird  hand . If  y o u  th in k  all 

th is o v er, it d o e sn 't fe e l far fro m  th e  tru th , it's  o n ly  th at it is hard  to  find  c o n c re te  

ev id enc e.

BA : Pak, d id  y o u  k n o w  A li Eb ram ?

Bu n g k u s: H e  w as c o m m an d er o f  m y  b attalio n  in  th e  T jak ra, he w as a M ajo r th en . L ater 

he w as rep lace d  b y  U ntu n g .

BA : Is it rig h t th at afte r th at he  h ead ed  T jak ra  In te llig e n c e / Se c tio n  1? U n d er Sab u r? 791 

hear he  is still aliv e . Is he  really ?

78 Shortly after the b odies of  the generals w ere found and  b rought up from  the w ell (O ctob er 3), Soeharto  

proclaim ed  them  H eroes of  the Revolution. M onum ents w ere set up , and  alm ost every  tow n had  som e 

streets given their nam es. U ntil he m ad e him self  full President, and  Soekarno w as safely incom m unicado  

under house arrest, Soeharto continued  to use the " revo lu tion ary"  rhetoric of  the Soekarno era.

79 Brig. G en. Sabur, originally from  the M ilitary Police, w as the first and  only  C om m and er of  the 

Tjakrab iraw a Regim ent.
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Bu ng ku s: Y es. Y es. Bu t w e 'v e  ne v er m et [since m y  release ].

BA : I w o n d er w h eth er he to o  w as M ad u rese.

Bu ng ku s: N o , Jav anese .

BA : A re  y o u  su re?

Bu n g k u s: H e cam e fro m  Jo g ja k a rta ] , Jo g ja  o r So lo . H e  w as m y  co m m an d er fro m  w h en  

I f irst en te red  th e  T jak ra, w h en  w e  w ere  ju s t so m e sm all u n its, and  th e  fu ll b attalio n  

h ad  n o t b e e n  fo rm e d . W h e n  th at h ap p e n e d , an d  th e re  w as a D e p u ty  R e g im e n tal 

C o m m an d e r an d  a fu ll staff , he  d id  in d e e d  m o v e  to  h ead  Se c tio n  1. O u r d ire c t 

su p erio rs w ere  th o se  w h o  b u ilt the reg im en t, Pak  Sab u r and  h is d e p u ty  P ak  [M au lw i] 

Sae lan . It's  tru e, th ey  w ere m y  d irect su p erio rs.

12. T orture and Trial

BA : In  p riso n , w as th e re  a fe e lin g  th at th e  so ld ie rs  w e re  tre ate d  w o rse  th an  th e  

c iv ilians?

Bu n g k u s: N o t really . D u rin g  in te rro g atio n  th ere  w as alw ay s to rtu re . T h e  f irst th in g  

w as alw ay s to rtu re. T h e  w ay  I m y se lf  w as to rtu red  w as really  hard  (berat sekali).

BA : W as th is n o rm al in  the m ilitary  at th at tim e?  Fo r e x am p le , in  Su m atra, if  the R TP 

cap tu red  so m eo ne , d id  th ey  to rtu re  h im  rig h t fro m  th e  w o rd  g o ?

Bu n g k u s: I d o n 't kn o w . W o ng , I had  n e v e r se en  an y th in g  lik e  it b e fo re , u ntil I m y se lf  

w as to rtu red . I w as arrested , in terro g ated , b e ate n  u p , and  b u rne d .

BA : Y o u  ne v er saw  any th in g  like  th is b e fo re?

Bu n g k u s: N o , I n ev er saw  to rtu re  lik e  th at b e fo re . Bu t it w as v ery  hard  b e in g  to rtu red  

as I w as. T h is alw ay s b rin g s m e b ac k  to  th e  b le ssin g  (karun ia)  o f  G o d .80 G o d 's  b le ssin g  

is in sc ru tab le , hard  to  an tic ip ate , so  in  th e  end  I b e c am e  a free  m an  ag ain . If  I h ad n 't 

b e e n  p ro te c ted  b y  G o d , it's  q u ite  lik e ly  th at m y  ear w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  d estro y ed . T h is  

ear (p o in ts). W h ile  I w as in  G u n tu r [Stree t m ilitary  p riso n ] , I w as to rtu red , b e ate n  b lac k  

and  b lu e , b y  a se rg ean t fro m  K o strad , w h o  cam e straig h t in to  m y  cell. W h at d id  h e  d o ? 

W h ile  m y  h an d s w e re  m an ac le d , he  fo rc ed  [h o t] c o f fe e  an d  su g ar fro m  a p lastic  

p ac k e t— th e  k in d  issu ed  to  th e  m ilitary — in to  m y  ear. T h e  p ain  w as ex c ru c iatin g . M y  

hand s w ere  m an ac led . T h at d o ne , he  said  "Y o u  can  g o  n o w ."  W h at cam e in to  m y  head  

w as: H o w  cru e l th is  so ld ie r w as. I m y se lf  n e v e r to rtu re d  an y o n e  lik e  th is . I alw ay s 

en jo y ed  a sh o o t-o u t. Bu t to rtu rin g  so m eo n e , no . T h e n  I w as su m m o n ed  b y  th e  R PK A D  

Red  Berets, th ree  o f  th em , all N C O s. T h e y  ask ed  m e  q u estio ns. T h e re  w as th is Se rg ean t 

Se co nd  C lass w h o  [said  to  m e]: " If  y o u  w an t to  k ill m y  su p erio rs, y o u  w ill h av e  to  step  

o v er m y  d ead  b o d y  f irst."  T h at's  w h at he  said . Sin c e  m y  w h o le  b o d y  w as n o th in g  b u t 

p ain , pak, and  I c o u ld n 't b e ar it any  m o re , I said  to  h im : 'T h e re 's  no  p o in t in  g o in g  o n  

and  o n  lik e  th is. T h e  m en  y o u 're  talk in g  ab o u t are  alre ad y  d ead , so  th e re 's  n o  p o in t."  

H e  w as fu rio u s. H e  to rtu re d  m e  to  th e  p o in t o f  b u rn in g  m e . Bu rn in g  m y  ear. H e

80 Bungkus used  " T uhan,"  the general w ord  for the D eity, not the Islam ic " A llah ."
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p o u red  so m e tin  in sid e .81 Tes- tes  (o n o m ato p o e ic  h issin g  so u n d ). Bu rn in g -h o t. Bu t I k ep t 

o n  c le n c h in g  m y  tee th , stif fe n in g  m y  b o d y . Fin ally  he  le ft, b u t m y  b o d y  w as a w reck. 

T h at n ig h t, w ith  m y  head  b u rn in g , it w as as th o u g h  I heard  m y  th o u g h ts m o an  to  m e, 

"M ak e  y o u r h e art re so lu te  ( tabahkan ) ."  T h e n  I rem e m b e red : if  I h ad n 't b e en  p ro tected  

b y  th o se  tw o  so ld ie rs, w h at w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  le f t o f  m y  ear?  (It se em s th at th e  o th er 

tw o  R PK A D  N C O s in terv e n ed  to  sto p  th e  to rtu re .)  M ay b e  th ey  w ere  ag en ts G o d  se n t 

to  p ro te c t m e, till I ... u m  ... I w as m o v ed  to  Sale m b a [p riso n ] , a c o m p le te  w reck , m y  

sh irt c o u ld n 't c o m e  o f f  m y  b ac k , stu c k  to  it [w ith  d ried  b lo o d ] . A nd  afte r I w as fin ally  

re lease d  ... Y o u  can  still see  th e  sc ars o n  m y  b o d y  ... H ere , lo o k! (Bu n g k u s lifted  u p  h is 

sh irt to  sh o w  h is sc ars.)  T h at w as m y  ex p erie n c e . T h e  M ilitary  Po lic e  I g o t to  k n o w  in 

G u n tu r also  u sed  to  b e at m e  b la c k  and  b lu e . I d o n 't k n o w  w hy  it all tu rn ed  o u t th is 

w ay . T h e y  tried  to  fo rce  m e  to  co n fess, b u t I refu sed  to  d o  it.

A D : C o n fess w hat, pak? .

Bu n g k u s: "W h at w as g o in g  o n  b e tw e e n  P re sid e n t So e k arn o  and  A id it? "  “ Lho, ho w  

w o u ld  I k n o w ?  N o  n eed  to  g o  th at far, I d o n 't ev en  h av e  a p erso n al re latio n  w ith  m y  

o w n  b attalio n  co m m and er. T h e se  th in g s w ere fo r the h ig h er-u p s."

BA : W e re n 't y o u  tried  in  co u rt?  W h at w as th e  p ro ce ss, pak?

Bu n g k u s: Y es, I w as tried . Fo r c rim in al co n sp irac y . O n  th e  b asis o f  e arlie r co n fessio n s 

o f  to p  p eo p le  in  th e  PK I. Bu t in  fac t all o f  th em  [at the trial] d en ied  th at th ey  k n ew  m e. 

T h e y  w ere  p e o p le  su ch  as Sjam  K am aru z z am an , Po n o , Bo no . A ll b ig -sh o ts (orang  top-  

top itu) . Bu t th e re  w e re  a fe w  [w ho  said  th e y  k n e w  m e ] , m ay b e  fo u r. T h e n  th ey  

c o n fe ssed  th is and  th at [b e fo re  th e  c o u rt.] . Bu t I re je c te d  e v e ry th in g  th e y  said . M y  

m em o ry  is th at really  no ne  o f  th em  kn ew  m e. Bu t f in ally  ...

BA : Y o u  m ean  all th o se  b ro u g h t to  th e  c o u rt as w itn e sses— ev ery  sin g le  o n e said  th ey  

d id  no t k n o w  y o u ?

Bu n g k u s: N o ne . W ong , th ere  w asn 't o n e th at k n ew  m e, kok. T h e re  w ere  ju st tw o  w ho  

really  kn ew  m e.

BA : W h at w ere  th eir nam es?

Bu n g k u s: Pak  A b d u rah m an  ... eh  ... Pak  Id ris. Bo th  w ere b o y s fro m  Su m atra. I fo rg e t 

ex actly . Bo th  w ere  also  in  p riso n . I k n e w  th em . T h e y  w e re  kaw an , b u t in  a d if fe ren t 

co m p an y  fro m  m ine.

BA : W as Sab u r a w itness.

Bu n g k u s: N o  ... A ll the w itn esses w ere  g o o d , pak. A n d , co u rse  th ey  really  d id n 't kno w  

m e. H o w  w o u ld  to p  P arty  p e o p le  k n o w  m e?  W ong , P arty  m em b ers w an tin g  to  m eet 

the to p  g u y s had  a hard  tim e. Let alo ne  m e!

A D : W ell, pak, y o u  d id  k n o w  the Presid ent!

Bu ng ku s: (lau g h in g )  In  his case, w e m et ev ery  d ay . A fte r th at, I w as sentenc ed , ju st like  

that, to  d eath .

A D : A lo n g  w ith  Pak  Latief.

81 Tin w as used  in the m ilitary for som e especially deadly  soft-tipped  bullets. The m an  from  K ostrad  m ust 

have heated  it till it w as red -hot and  liquid.
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Bu n g k u s: N o . In  Pak  L atie f 's  case , it w as life  im p riso n m en t. A fte r b e in g  se n te n ce d , th at 

w as w h en  I g o t m y se lf  read y .

BA : D id  y o u  feel y o u  w ere  m ad e  a scap eg o at, to  the p o in t o f  b e in g  sentenc ed  to  d eath ?  

W as any o ne  else  w ith  the sam e ran k  sentenced  to  d e ath  lik e  that?

Bu ng ku s: A ll the p lato o n  co m m and ers w ere  sentenc ed  to  d eath , pak.

BA : A n d  execu ted ?

Bu ng ku s. Y e s, all o f  them . I'm  th e  o n ly  o n e  le ft, pak. T w e lv e  o f  u s. T w o  fell ill and  d ied , 

th e  re st w ere  se n te n c e d . I am  th e  o n ly  su rv iv o r. O n e  o u t o f  tw e lv e . First, tw o , th en  

three, and  fin ally  fo u r w ere  execu ted .

A D : W h en  w as the last execu tio n?

Bu ng ku s: T h e  last w as Pak  Satar ... in  th e  g ro u p  o f  fo u r.

A D : W h en  w as that?

Bu ng ku s: A ro u nd  1991 (i.e. afte r a q u arter centu ry  o n d eath  ro w ).

A D : W ere  th ey  also  M ad u rese?

Bu ng ku s: Satar cam e fro m  East Jav a, Pak Su ro n o  fro m  C en tral Jav a, Su laem an  to o .

BA : N o ne  w ere M ad u rese?

Bu n g k u s: O f  th e  M ad u re se  se n te n c ed  to  life , th ere  are  se v e n  w h o  are  still aliv e , and  

n o w  free . T h o se  w h o  g o t tw en ty  y ears ...

BA : T h en  the M ad u rese  w ere the lu c k y  o nes.

Bu n g k u s: T h e re  y o u  h av e  it! I d o n 't re ally  kn o w . I m y se lf  w asn 't th at o p tim istic  . .. eh  

... p e ssim istic ; ev en  in  the face  o f  d eath , I still had  a b ig  d esire . Ev en  th o u g h  I w as face  

to  face  w ith  d eath . T h e re  w as a w ish  to  liv e . W h e th er it w o u ld  b e  fu lfille d  o r n o t w o u ld  

d ep e nd  o n  [G o d  w h o  d e c id es o n] th e  co u rse  o f  m y  life  ... H u m an  b e in g s m ay  m ak e  it 

hard  fo r m e, menggojang -gojang  saja ( literally  "k n o c k  m e ab o u t,"  i.e . to rtu re  m e). Bu t it 

is m y  b e lie f  th at if  G o d  b lo c k s th e ir w ay , n o th in g  b ad  w ill hap p en . So  I stee led  m y  w ill. 

Still I w as afraid , ev ery  n ig h t, I w as afraid  fro m  6 p m  to  m id n ig ht. I w as afraid .

A D : A fraid  to  b e  di-bon lS2

Bu ng ku s: Y es. A t any  m o m e n t...

A D : Y o u  w e re n 't to ld  b e fo reh an d ?

Bu ng ku s. N o . Bu t if  n o th in g  o c cu rred  b y  11 p m , I k n ew  th at m y  tim e h ad n 't y e t co m e. I 

w as safe . Bu t at tw ilig h t, w h en  th e  d o o rs w ere  c lo sed , I ju st tried  to  c o n c e n trate  m y  

th o u g hts ... w h atev er w o u ld  hap p en . T h at w as all.

BA : W ere  m ilitary  and  c iv ilian s k ep t sep arate  in  p riso n?

Bu ng ku s: N o , fo r w h at y o u  can  call p o litic al reaso ns th ey  w ere p u t to g ether. 82

82 O ne of the m acab re euphem ism s used  during the tim e of  the anti-C om m unist m assacres of  1965-66. 

Prisoners held in m ilitary o r police custody w ould — usually  at d ead  of  night— be turned  over to private  

gangs or m ob s to b e taken aw ay  and  m urd ered . D i-bon  literally m eans " lent out on  credit."



42 Benedict R. O'G. Anderson and Arief Djati

13. S jam  and Co.

BA : W h ile  in  p riso n  d id  y o u  ev er see the m y sterio u s fig u re o f  Sjam ?

Bu ng ku s: Sjam ?

BA : K am aru z z am an?

Bu ng ku s: Yes.

BA : W h at w as he like?

Bu ng ku s: H e had  a b ig  b o d y , and  lo o ked  kereng  (Jav anese , " frig h te n in g ") , cru el.

A D : Like?

Bu n g k u s: L ik e  an  A rab . H e k ep t h is m o u th  shu t. H e w as fro m  th e  BC . W h at w as the 

BC ?

A D : T h e  Biro  C hu su s (Sp ec ial Bu reau ).

Bu ng ku s: A h  y es, the Biro  C hu su s, alo n g  w ith  Po n o , Bo no , th ey  kep t to g eth er.

A D : D id  th ey  o ften  talk  w ith  each  o ther?

Bu ng ku s: Y es, b u t ju st o rd inary  stu ff, no t ab o u t the Party . Ju st th is and  that.

BA : Y o u  m ean  th ey  ne v er talk ed  ab o u t th e ir ro le  in  ...  ?

Bu n g k u s: O o o , no . H e w as v ery  tig h tlip p ed . A n d  I d id n 't w an t to  [ask h im ]. A fte r all, 

it's  e v e ry o n e 's  p riv ile g e  [to  k eep  sile n t] , so  I d id n 't w an t to  ask  h im  an y th in g , all th e  

m o re  so  as I m y se lf  w as w rap p ed  u p  in  [m ilitary ] d isc ip lin e .83 If  he  w anted  to  o p en  u p , 

o n ly  th en  [w o u ld  I h av e  asked  h im  q u estio ns]. Bu t I w o u ld n 't start.

A D : A ll th ree  w ere  lik e  that?

Bu n g k u s: Po n o , Bo n o , Sjam , th ey  n e v e r m in g le d . Ju st k e p t sile n t. Bu t if  so m e o n e  else  

w as aro u n d , th ey  w o u ld  c h at a b it. M ay b e  th ey  w e re  g u ard in g  th e ir ...  se crets ...  each  

h is o w n.

BA : L e t m e  tu rn  to  an o th e r m atte r. I h av e  h eard  th at in  th e  case  o f  c iv ilian s— I d o n 't 

k n o w  ab o u t th e  m ilitary — w h en  an  e x e c u tio n  tak e s p lac e  th ere  is alw ay s o n e rep o rter 

fro m  o ne  o f  th e  D jak arta  n e w sp ap e rs w h o  atte n d s as a w itn e ss. T h u s in  c ase s lik e  

N jo n o , Su d ism an , e tc ., th ere  w as alw ay s an  o u tsid e  w itn e ss.84 T h e  stran g e  th in g  is th at 

in  th e  case  o f  Sjam , th ere  seem s to  h av e  b e e n  n o  re p o rte r to  ac t as a w itn ess w h en  he 

w as execu ted . T h at's  w hy  th e  g o ssip  started  to  c irc u late  th at p erh ap s in  reality  he w as 

n ev er execu ted .

Bu n g k u s: In d e e d . T h a t's  w h y  it b e c am e  an issu e , b u t it w a sn 't a real issu e , ju s t 

g u essw o rk  am o ng  the p riso ne rs. Peo p le  said  th at Sjam  etc . w ere ag en ts o f  the m ilitary .

BA : So  th ey  d id n 't han g  o u t w ith  the Party  p riso ners?

83 Bungkus used  the surprising p hrase di-bungkus (" w rap p ed ,"  " p ack aged " ). W e w ere not sure if he w as 

delib erately punning on his nam e. H is face gave nothing aw ay.

84 Sudism an had  b een S ecretary-G eneral of  the PK I, and  w as tried b y Special M ilitary Tribunal in July  

1967. N jono, head  of  the D jakarta C ity PK I, w as tried in A pril 1966.
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Bu ng ku s: N o . Ev en  fro m  m en  w h o  w o rk ed  u n d er th em , th ey  k ep t ap art, kok. A n d  th ese  

p eo p le  d id n 't w an t to  b e  w ith  th em . T h e y  w ere  afraid , afraid  to  say  an y th in g , fo r fear 

th at it w o u ld  b e  rep o rted  to  th e  m ilitary . So  th at in  th e  en d , afte r Sjam  w as taken  aw ay  

... alo n g  w ith  Bo n o , Po n o , C o lo n e l So e g io n o  fro m  th e  A ir Fo rc e  ...  85 In th e  c ase  o f  

th ese  th ree , th e ir fate  w as c le ar (i.e. ex ec u ted ) . Bu t as fo r Sjam , e v e ry o n e  w as in  d o u b t 

w h eth er h e w as sh o t o r se n t o ff  so m e p lac e  e lse . T h e re  w as no  trac e  o f  h im , kan ?

BA : O r m ay b e  he  w as m o v ed  to  A m erica?

Bu ng ku s: I d o n 't kn o w . O f  co u rse  th is is  ...

BA : So  th ere  w as no  o n e in  th e  p riso n  w h o  co u ld  b e  c ertain  th at he w as re ally  d ead ?  

Bu ng ku s: N o .

A D : W h at ab o u t th e  o th er three?

Bu n g k u s: In  th e  case  o f  o th ers, th ere  w ere  rep o rts th at th ey 'd  b e en  tak e n  aw ay  to  th at 

p lac e , to  th at re g io n  fo r execu tio n . Bu t ev en  th en , no  o n e kn ew  w here  th e ir b o d ie s w ere  

b u ried .

A D : W h e re  d id  Sjam  co m e  fro m ?

Bu ng ku s: I d o n 't re ally  kn o w . It w as said  th at he  had  an  ad o p ted  so n  in  D jak arta. So m e 

said  h e  w as fro m  East Jav a, b u t I d o n 't re ally  kno w .

BA : Fro m T u b an ?

Bu ng ku s: So  th ey  say .

BA : T h e  so n  o f  a modin  (m o sq u e o ffic ial)?

Bu n g k u s: I'm  n o t su re . A t o n e tim e  Sjam  w as said  to  b e  aliv e  and  ro am in g  aro u n d  

(g entajangan )  in  T u b an .86 Bu t w h eth er th is w as Sjam  h im se lf , o r h is ad o p ted  so n , I d o n 't 

kn o w

BA : I'v e  heard  it said  th at so m eo n e  saw  h im  g o ing  aro u nd  [in Ban ten ]  in  the '70s. Bu t it 

isn 't c lear if  the sto ry  is to  b e  b e liev ed . It is lik e  th is w ith  a m y sterio u s fig u re, th ere  are 

a lo t o f  sto ries, b u t w ith  no  g u aran tee  th at th ey  are tru e.

Bu n g k u s: T h at sto ry  I n ev er heard . T h e  nu b  o f  th e  m atte r is th at afte r a m an  w as taken  

aw ay  b y  the m ilitary , th at w as it. W h at w as d o ne  w ith  h im  [Sjam ]?  ... W ith  th e  o thers, 

w e  had  so m e id ea, v ag u e  m en tio n s in  th e  n e w sp ap e r ... b u t w ith  Sjam  it w as as if  he 

had  b e e n  sw allo w ed  u p  b y  the earth .

A D : Still it is o d d . I m ean , u su ally  th ere  is so m e so lid arity  am o n g  p riso n e rs b e c au se  

th ey  sh are  th e  sam e fate . In  th at case, w h y  w as it th at no  o ne  w an ted  to  sp e ak  m u ch  

w ith  Sjam , and  w hy , ev en  if  he  w as a c lo se -m o u th ed  m an , d id  he  n o t fo r o nc e te ll h is 

sto ry ?

Bu n g k u s: I c an 't g u ess. H e  h im se lf  w as n ev er o p en , o r talked  [ frank ly ]. Ev en  w ith  h is 

o w n  friend s.

85 Prob ab ly  Bungkus m eant A ir Force M ajor Soejono, m entioned earlier, w ho w as indeed executed.

86 A t Sjam 's trial, he w as identified as b orn in  Tub an and the son of a modin.
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BA : H o w  w as it w ith  th e  o th e r m ilitary  p riso n e rs, d id  th e y  e v e r ta lk  fran k ly  am o n g  

th em se lv es ab o u t w h at had  hap p en ed ?

Bu n g k u s: Lha, y es, q u ite  freely . A s y o u  kn o w , at th at tim e  th e  G 30S p riso n ers w ere kep t 

in  o u r area, w h ile  o th ers im p riso n ed  afte r "T an d ju n g  P rio k ,"  and  "L am p u n g ,"  as w ell 

as th e  stu d e n ts, w ere  held  in  a d if fe ren t [b lo ck ]. Bu t in  th e  d ay tim e , w e  w ere  free  to  

m in g le  ... g o  v isitin g  (andjangsana). N o  p ro b lem .87

BA : I w as th in k in g  ab o u t n ig h ttim e , w h en  th e  p riso n e rs w e re  re tu rn e d  to  th e ir ce lls . 

Say  the m ilitary , d id  th ey  talk  freely  am o ng  th em se lv es ab o u t w h at had  hap p en ed ?

Bu ng ku s: W ell, th ere  w as a reg u latio n , th ree  p eo p le  p er cell.

BA : D id  they  m o stly  ch at to g eth er, o r keep  silent?

Bu n g k u s: I am  n o t su re  ab o u t th e  n ig h ts. Sjam  sh ared  a ce ll w ith  Po n o , and  ...  le t m e 

th in k  ...  Pak  R u slan .88

BA : D o  y o u  m ean  th e  R u slan  fro m  Su rab aja?

Bu ng ku s: Y es. R u slan  K artaw id jaja.

A D : H o w  ab o u t th e  so ld iers?

Bu n g k u s: T h e y  w e re  p re tty  o p en , b u t y o u  k n o w  h o w  it is. T h e y  d id n 't w an t to  talk  

ab o u t th e ir le ad e rs (p im pin an ) . "T h is  le ad e r w as lik e  th is, lik e  th at."  N o . W e alw ay s 

m ain tain ed  o u r fo rb earan c e  ( toleran si) , and  resp ec ted  each  o th er. Bu t th e  p riv ate s sp o ke  

v ery  frank ly , d id n 't ac t as if  th ey  w ere k eep in g  secrets.

14. M ilitary  C ulture

BA : Be fo re  O c to b e r 1, w e re  th ere  ev er g e t- to g e th e rs am o n g  th e  so ld ie rs w h e re  th ey  

talked  ab o u t certain  g en erals w h o  w ere co rru p t, o r b ad  in  so m e o th er w ay ?

Bu ng ku s: I c an 't ev alu ate  that, I d o n 't k n o w  w h eth er th ere  w ere co rru p t o ffic ers o r no t.

BA : M y  q u estio n  is rath er: w as th ere  any  fee lin g  am o ng  the lo w er ran k s th at th ey  had  

b e en  ab and o n ed  in  p o v erty  b y  th e ir su p erio rs, w h ile  the b rass had  a g o o d  life?

Bu n g k u s: T h e  tru th  is th at it w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  h ard  to  k n o w . R e latio n s  b e tw e e n  

su p erio rs and  su b o rd in ates w ere  su pel (u n d e rstan d in g  o n  b o th  sid es) . W h e th e r th ere  

w as c o rru p tio n  o r n o t, w h e th er th e  h ig h -u p s to o k  care  o f  th e  lo w er ran k s ... I th in k  

g e n e rally  th ere  w as no  c o n flic t, no  b ig  d if fe ren c es [o n d u ty ]. Bu t o u tsid e  (o ff-d u ty ), I 

d o n 't k n o w  if  th ere  w ere  g u y s w h o  ... ket jek du it  (Jav an ese , "h ad  th e ir h an d s in  th e  

ti ll" ) . Bu t fo r su re  in  th e  case  o f  c o m m an d e rs o f  lin e  u n its— n o t th e  staff , Iho — th e  

re latio ns w ere  g o o d , th ere  w ere no  p ro b lem s, no  b ig  d ifferen ces in  treatm ent.

87 Bungkus is referring to the b loody  Tandjung Priok  A ffair in Septem b er 1984, w hen troo p s gunned  dow n  

m an y m em b ers of a M uslim  crow d  angrily d em anding the release of  tw o  m en charged  w ith  assaulting  

tw o security  personnel thought to have delib erately defiled a local m osque. A  sizeab le num b er w ere  

arrested , aside from  those w ho w ere shot. The Lam p ung affair in 1989 w as a b loody clash b etw een the 

m ilitary and a sm all m ilitant Islam ic sect.

88 A  veteran C om m unist from  East Java. H e w as und er sentence of  death, like Sjam and  Pono.
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BA : Y o u  kn o w , I w as a stu d e n t in  D jak arta b e tw e e n  1962 and  1964. T h e  o n e p e rso n  in  

D jak arta w h o  o w n ed  a L in c o ln  [C o n tin en tal] , th e  m o st lu x u rio u s A m e ric an  car, w as 

Pak  Y an i, and  h is c ar w as w h ite . So  if  th ey  saw  th is c ar d riv in g  aro u n d  D jak arta , 

e v e ry o n e  k n e w  it w as P ak  Y an i. Se c o n d , in  th e  an n o u n c e m e n ts m ad e  to  e x p lain  th e  

m o tiv e s o f  th e  Se p te m b e r 30th M o v em en t, th ere  w as a se c tio n  say in g  th at th e  g ro u p  

had  ac ted  to  c o m b at g e n e rals w h o  w ere  c o rru p t, w h o  ig n o red  th e  lo w e r ran k s and  

ab u sed  w o m e n . T h e se  w e re  e f fe c tiv e ly  ac c u satio n s ag a in st th e  se n io r o f f ic e rs . M y  

q u estio n  is w h eth er, b e fo re  th e  Sep tem b er 30th M o v em en t, su ch  acc u satio n s co u ld  o ften  

b e  heard  am o ng  the lo w er ranks?

Bu n g k u s: I ne v er heard  an y th in g  lik e  that. In  m ilitary  c irc les, w e  ten d ed  to  th in k  th at if  

o n e o f  o u r su p erio rs had  a c ar, w e  w e re n 't e n v io u s, w e  ju s t th o u g h t it w as m ay b e  

b e c au se  he had  a b ig  salary . T h e  m ain  th in g  w as w h e th er he  w as a d e c e n t su p erio r to  

h is su b o rd in ates o r no t.

BA : Bu t in  g en eral, P ak  Bu n g k u s, d o  y o u  re m e m b e r c ase s o f  c o m m an d e rs w h o  w ere  

d isliked ?

Bu ng ku s: T h ey  w ere  alw ay s g o o d . T h e  o n ly  ty p e  o f  co m m an d er in  th o se  d ay s w ho  w as 

said  to  b e  no  g o o d  w as th e  e g o ist ( eg o is) . T h e y  w e re n 't p o p u lar. T h e re  w ere  so m e  

p e o p le  lik e  th is, b u t u su ally  ju n io r in  ran k , lik e  p lato o n  c o m m an d e rs, n o t am o n g  the 

c o m p an y  co m m an d ers. Bu t in  cases w h ere  th e  c o m m an d e r w an ted  to  b e  f latte red , he  

w o u ld  b e  stro n g ly  d isliked  and  w o u ld n 't last lo n g  w ith  th e  u n it. Bu t if  h e  w as a g o o d  

m an , it w asn 't so . A n d  if  it w as c le arly  re c o g n iz e d  th at th e y  w e re  c o rru p t, th e n  it's  

p o ssib le  th ey 'd  b e  in  b ig  tro u b le  ( t jilaka), kan l

BA : I w o u ld  lik e  to  ask  in  m o re  d e tail ab o u t w h at y o u  h av e  ju st said — th at in  reality  

re latio n s b e tw e e n  su p erio rs and  in fe rio rs w ere  v ery  c lo se  and  w arm  (akrab) . Su p p o se , 

fo r ex am p le , an  o f f ic e r in  c h arg e  to ld  an N C O  u n d e r h im  to  find  h im  a w o m an  fo r the 

n ig h t, w o u ld  th e  N C O  g o  o f f  to  find  o n e  o r w o u ld  he  feel th at th is w as o u tsid e  h is 

m ilitary  resp o n sib ilities?

Bu n g k u s: A c tu ally  th is k in d  o f  th in g  n e v e r h ap p en e d . Bu t su p p o se  it d id , it w as all 

rig ht. Bu t it rare ly  h ap p en ed .

BA : D o  y o u  m e an  th e re  w e re  n o  lim its to  th e  c o m m an d e r's  o rd e rs, n o  d isc ip lin ary  

ju stif ic atio n  fo r a su b o rd in ate  to  say : " I c an 't, pak. G ettin g  w o m en  fo r y o u , tak in g  o th er 

p e o p le 's  p ro p erty , th ere  is no  b asis  fo r th is in  m ilitary  reg u latio n s, so , so rry , pak, I c an 't 

d o  it, b ec au se  it is o u tsid e  m y  d u ties as a so ld ie r."

Bu n g k u s: N o . T h e re  w ere  ru le s fo r the m ilitary . Ev ery  so ld ie r had  an  ... u m  ...  attitu d e  

(sikap)  th at if  an  o rd er seem ed  lik e ly  to  h arm  (m erug ikan )  th e  p erfo rm an c e  o f  h is d u ties, 

he  w o u ld n 't carry  it o u t. " Pak, I c an 't carry  th is o rd er o u t."

BA : W o u ld  the co m m an d er ac c ep t th is?

Bu n g k u s: Y es, h e  w o u ld . Be c au se  in  th e  o ld  d ay s so m e tim es o u r c o m m an d e rs w o u ld  

g iv e  test-o rd ers to  th e ir su b o rd inates.

A D : C o u ld  y o u  exp lain?

Bu n g k u s: Fo r e x am p le , y o u  m ig h t h av e  a c o m p an y  c o m m an d e r say in g  "I fo rg o t m y  

b e lt in m y  h u rry  to  g e t to  th e  o ff ic e  in  tim e fo r ro ll-c all."  H e  w o u ld  th en  call in  o n e  h is 

b o y s. W h at he  w o u ld n 't say  w as: "G o  fe tch  m y  b e lt!"  N o t at all. [It w o u ld  b e] "P le ase ,
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dhik  (Jav an e se , 'l ittle  b ro th e r ') , h e lp  m e  o u t. I fo rg o t m y  b e lt. So  I'm  n o t p ro p e rly  

d re sse d ."  If  he  d id  it th is w ay , th e re  w o u ld  b e  a p ro b le m , b e c au se  he  w o u ld  h av e  

sp o k en  u n o ff ic ia lly , p e rso n ally . So  w h at h e 'd  h av e  d o n e  w a sn 't p ro p er. Bu t b e c au se  

th e  o rd er had  b e en  p re c e d ed  b y  a sig n  o f  p o liten e ss (i.e . "p le ase ,"  " little  b ro th e r" ) , so : 

"Y e s sir, I'll g o  rig h t aw ay ."  Bu t afte rw ard s h is b o y s w o u ld  jo k e , "Y o u  se e, pak!  N e x t 

tim e , d o n 't b e  in  su ch  a h u rry , dong  ( iro n ical D jak arta slang , 'p le ase ! ') !"  Bu t if  th e  o rd er 

w as no t p rec ed ed  b y  a sig n  o f  re sp ec t, [fo r e x am p le ,]  "G o  g e t m y  b e lt!"  it w o u ld  b e  

im p o lite , ru d e.

BA : So  th at w as h o w  it w o u ld  b e  d o ne?

Bu n g k u s: Im p o lite . Bu t i f  h e  said , "P le ase  g o  g e t m y  b e lt. I w as in  to o  m u c h  o f  a h u rry . 

I'l l  feel u n c o m fo rtab le  in  fro n t o f  e v e ry o n e ."  "O k ay , I'l l  g o  g e t it. Bu t n e x t tim e , bapak, 

d o n 't b e  in  su ch  a h u rry ."  If  th e  re q u e st w as an sw ered  lik e  th is , it w o u ld  b e  im p o lite , 

an d  th e  so ld ie r co u ld  b e  d e tain ed . So , ev en  jo k in g , o n e  h ad  to  m ain tain  re sp e c t fo r 

ran k . Bu t so m e tim es th e  so ld ie r w o u ld  re fu se , i f  th e re  w as an  o rd e r lik e  w h at y o u  

m e n tio n ed . T h e re 's  a lim it to  w h e re  th e  p o w e r o f  c o m m an d  [ le g itim ate ly ]  fu n c tio n s. 

Bu t if  th e  so ld ie r is w illin g , th en  th at k ind  o f  o rd er w o u ld  b e  carried  o ut.

A D : W h at ab o u t an  o rd er to  find  a w o m an ?

Bu n g k u s: W ah, th at c o u ld  b e  an  ab u se  o f  co m m an d . It c an  b e  re fu se d . L ik e  th is. " It 

w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  i f  B ap ak  lo o k e d  fo r o n e  h im se lf , b u t w atc h  o u t, Iho , n o t to  g e t 

dip en thu n g  (Jav an ese , 'b e a te n  u p ') ."  T h e re  w e re  p le n ty  o f  c ase s, so m e tim e s, w h e re  

o rd ers w o u ld  b e  re je c te d . Fo r ex am p le  th e re  w as a re g u latio n  th at i f  th e  o rd e r cam e 

fro m  a su p erio r, b u t no t in  th e  ch ain  o f  co m m an d , it sh o u ld n 't b e  o b ey ed . Fo r ex am p le , 

if  a m ajo r o f  an o th er u n it cam e to  m e— an N C O  w ith  m y  o w n  m e n — and  said , "M o v e  

y o u r m en  u p  th e re !"  I w o u ld  ask  h im , "W h at u n it are  y o u  fro m , M ajo r?  If  y o u 're  n o t 

fro m  m y  u n it, I c an 't d o  it. T h e  m en  I'm  in  ch arg e  o f  are  fro m  m y  o w n  u n it."  O n ly  i f  I 

w ere  tran sferred  to  h is u n it w o u ld  he b e  entitled  to  o rd er "M o v e  y o u r m en  u p  th e re !"  

T h at w o u ld  b e  d if fe re n t, I m ean , I w o u ld  alre ad y  h av e  b e e n  tran sfe rre d . Bu t i f  he  

sim p ly  o rd ered  m y  m en  to  m o v e  u p  th ere  th en , ev en  if  he  w ere  an  o ff ic er, I'd  say  to  

h im : "H o ld  y o u r h o rses, pak\ If  so m e o f  m y  m en  g e t k illed , w h o  w ill b e  re sp o n sib le ? "  

Bu t u su ally , if  I w as p u t te m p o rarily  u n d er so m e o n e 's  c o m m an d  o u tsid e  m y  u n it, I'd  

a lre ad y  h av e  re c e iv e d  a w ritte n  o rd e r [ fro m  m y  c o m m an d e r]  say in g  th at fo r 1x24 

ho u rs I w o u ld  b e  attach ed  to  the o th er o fficer.

BA : W h en  y o u  w ere b e in g  to rtu red , Pak, d id  y o u  g et th e  feelin g  th at it w as b e in g  d o ne 

o n  o rd ers fro m  ab o v e, o r w ith o u t the m an 's su p erio rs kn o w ing ?

Bu n g k u s: G en erally , at th at m o m en t, he  sp o ke  as if  he  w as d o in g  it o n  h is o w n , b u t I 

d o n 't kn o w , m ay b e  he  talked  lik e  th at so  as to  ng erok (Jav an ese , " sc rap e  o u t" )  so m e 

se crets. In  m y  o p in io n , h is o rd ers w ere  o u tsid e  the re g u latio n s. So  m ay b e  ev ery th in g  

he  m e an t to  ac h ie v e  b y  h is  v io le n c e  d id n 't o rig in ate  w ith  h im , an d  w a sn 't an  

e x p re ssio n  o f  tru e  fe e lin g  ... So m e  tim e  in  th e  '80s ... Eh , w h en  w as th e  f ilm  ab o u t 

G 30s lau nc he d  ... p u t o n the sc reen  (ditajangkan ) l

A D : A ro u n d  '84  ... '83 o r '84.
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15. O ctob er 1— The Film

Bu n g k u s: W e ll, at th e  en d  o f  th e  '70s , I w as v isite d  in  m y  ce ll b y  a c ap tain  fro m  

K o p k am tib .89 A  c ap tain , o r a f irst lieu ten an t. In  m u fti. H e  c am e  to  see  m e in  T jip in an g  

[p riso n ]. H e  said : "Bu n g  (b ro th er) Bu n g k u s, w h at's  y o u r o p in io n ? "  "W h at ab o u t, pakl"  

"T h e  g o v e rn m e n t w an ts to  m ak e  a film , a so rt o f  d o c u m e n tary ."  "W h at kind  o f  f ilm ? " 

"A  f ilm  ab o u t G 30S,"  th at's  w h at he  said . "W h at's  y o u r re ac tio n ? " “ Lha, y o u  ask  fo r m y  

reac tio n , b u t I c an 't g iv e  y o u  an y  re ac tio n ."  "Bu t m o re  o r le ss? "  " If  y o u , bapak, say  it's  

b e en  ag reed  u p o n , th en  I tak e  it as ag reed  u p o n . A  d o cu m en tary , g en erally  sp eak in g , is 

an  e d u c atio n al f ilm  ab o u t real life . A u th e n tic  ( oten tik) . If  it's  n o t au th e n tic , it's  no  g o . 

W h at if  it's  m an ip u late d  (direkajasa)?  T h e n  th at's  w h at is called  slan d er. A t the tim e  o f  

th e  G 30S, w h o  h ad  f ilm  to  re c o rd  it?  A s I re m e m b e r it, th ere  w asn 't a sin g le  re p o rte r 

w h o  k n e w  w h at w as g o in g  o n . So  an y  f ilm  ab o u t it, pak, w o n 't b e  au th e n tic , Iho!  It 

w o n 't b e  a real d o c u m en tary . Ju st a m an ip u latio n ."  "N o , no ! W h at I m e an  is th is: the 

g o v e rn m e n t is  g o in g  to  p u ll to g e th e r all th e  p re -tria l in terro g atio n  rep o rts (berita atjara)  

and  su m m ariz e  th e m  in to  a sin g le  sto ry  lin e ."  “ A duh, pakl So rry , pakl T h a t's  slan d er 

o n ce  ag ain . W h at a p e rso n  say s w h e n  h e  is b e in g  to rtu re d , b e ate n , and  b u rn e d , y o u  

k n o w  ...  w e ll, C  b e c o m e s A . So  I c a n 't ag ree  i f  th is  f ilm  is  g o in g  to  b e  c alle d  a 

d o c u m en tary ."

BA : So  w h at d id  he  say ?

Bu n g k u s: W h at h e  said  w as: "So ? "  " It's  u p  to  th e  g o v ern m en t. If  th e  g o v ern m en t w ants 

to  d o  it, ju st g o  ah ead . I am  a c o n v ic ted  p riso n e r. If  y o u  ask  m y  o p in io n , th at's  fine . I 

c an 't d o  an y th in g  [ab o u t it]. Bu t if  y o u  w an t m e  to  ag ree  to  th e  id ea, no . I c an 't d o  it."  

T h e n  I asked  h im  w h at kind  o f  m ilitary  p eo p le  w o u ld  b e  in v o lv ed . 'T h e  g o v e rn m e n t 

w ill se le c t so m e m em b ers o f  the m ilitary . T rain ed  sp ec ially  b y  th e  arm y ."  " W ah, th at'll 

b e  ev en  w o rse . It's  a se n sitiv e  m atte r. A ll th e  m o re  so  if  m em b ers o f  th e  m ilitary  are  

trained  b y  p eo p le  fro m  th e  T jak ra to  p lay  th e ir p arts. If  it's  ju st a q u estio n  o f  sh o o tin g  a 

film , ev en  co w ard s can  act b rav e . Bu t it's  q u ite  a d if fe ren t m atte r w ith  m en  w h o  w ere  

re a lly  th e re . N o  m atte r h o w  b ra v e  ... i f  th e y  w e re  at th at tim e — lik e  m e , fo r 

ex am p le — train ed  w ith  th e  stric te st d isc ip lin e  and  f irm ly  in ten t to  serv e  th e  State , th ey  

w o u ld  still b e  afraid  and  h av e  fe e lin g s o f  lo v e  an d  p ity  ... it w o u ld  b e  a p ity , o n e 

w o u ld  feel so rry  fo r th em . N o  o n e said  a w o rd . Bu t if  it's  ju s t so m e g u y s w h o  kno w  

th e y  are  to  b e  p h o to g rap h e d  lo o k in g  m ac h o  ( g ag ah - g ag ahan ) ,  th a t's  u p  to  [the 

g o v ern m en t]. T h e  sty le  is d ifferen t. A rro g an t, c o n ce ited . T h at's  w h y  I say , it's  u p  to  the 

g o v ern m en t."  C an y o u  im ag in e  a p ro p o sal lik e  that?

BA : T h en  he left?

Bu ng ku s: Y es, th at w as it.

BA : W h y  d o  y o u  th in k  so m eo n e  fro m  K o p k am tib  w as p re p are d  to  c o m e  to  g e t y o u r 

o p in io n ?  A  b it m y sterio u s, no ?

Bu n g k u s: T h a t's  w h at I th o u g h t. K ok,  he  c am e  lo o k in g  fo r mel Bu t th e n  ag ain , o u r 

c o m p an y  c o m m an d e r w asn 't aro u n d , hu h?  ...  A n d  I w as o n e  o f  th e  N C O s w h o  w as 

c lo se  to  the c o m p an y  co m m an d er. It m u st b e  th at, no ?  In  o u r c o m p an y  I w as c lo se  to

89 K opkam tib  (K om ando O perasi Pem ulihan K eam anan d an  K etertib an), the d readed , all-pow erful 

C om m and  for the Restoration  of  Security and  O rder, set up in  O ctob er 1965 und er Soeharto, an d  not 

ab olished until tw enty-three y ears later.
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D u l A rif . T h a t's  w h at I said  m o re  o r le ss , th e n  I ad d e d : "B u t it is  u p  to  th e  

g o v e rn m e n t."  I g u e ss, kok, th is m an  c am e  to  se e  m e  b e c au se  I w as c o m m an d e r o f  a 

p lato o n  w ho  w as c lo se  to  th e  co m p an y  co m m and er. D u l A rif.

A D : Becau se  y o u  w ere o ld  frien d s?

Bu n g k u s: M ay b e. I c an 't ev alu ate  th at. T h e n , so m e  tim e  aro u n d  th e  '80s, th e  f ilm  w as 

sh o w n  in  th e  p riso n , b u t I p aid  n o  atte n tio n . It w as a b ig  th in g , y o u  k n o w , v ery  

c ro w d e d , b e c au se  it w as th e  f irst tim e  th e  p riso n ers g o t to  see  a film . T h at m o rn in g  ... a 

n e ig h b o r o f  m in e  [asked  m e  to  g o  w ith  h im ]. O f  c o u rse  I d id n 't g o  to  see  it: "Be tte r to  

g e t to  w o rk  th an  see  a f ilm  th e re 's  n o  n eed  to  w atc h . If  it's  a silat  ( In d o n esian  m artial 

arts)  f ilm , I ' l l  g o  se e  it."  " It w as re a lly  kung fu -kung fu .90 R e ally ! T h a t's  w h y  it w as 

sad istic , c ru e l, etc . e tc ."  "H an g  o n  a se c o n d , w h at's  th is sad is - sad is  y o u 're  ta lk in g  

ab o u t? "  'T h e  G 30S f ilm  w as re ally  c ru e l."  "H u h ?  H o w  d o  y o u  m e an ? "  "P e o p le  w ere  

slash ed  w ith  raz o rb lad es, and  stu f f ."  I d id n 't o f fe r any  c o m m en t sin c e  I h ad n 't g o n e  to  

w atc h . Bu t I p ro m ise d  [m y  frie n d s]  th at I w o u ld  g o  se e  it th e  fo llo w in g  y ear. T h e  

p eo p le  sh o w in g  th e  f ilm  w ere  silent. I said : "M y  friend  Pak  Satar and  I— at th at tim e  he 

h a d n 't y e t b e e n  e x e c u te d — w ill g iv e  o u r c o m m en ts a f te rw ard ."  "Y o u  (kow e, in tim ate  

L o w  Jav an e se )  d o  it,"  said  [Pak  Satar] , So  w e  w atch ed  th e  film . T h e  sto ry  w as ab o u t 

L u b an g  Bu aja. So  I said : "C o m e  o n  (ay o) , w h o  w an ts to  ask  any  q u e stio n s? "  "M e , Pak  

Bu n g k u s."  "H o ld  o n , th e re 's  o n e  co n d itio n . [Ju st] ask  ab o u t L u b an g  Bu aja . A n y th in g  

b e y o n d  th at w a sn 't m y  jo b , an d  I w o n 't an sw e r. W h at fo r?  W on g ,  I d o n 't k n o w  

an y th in g  ab o u t it. A y o, L u b an g  Bu aja  then ! Y e s, w ho  are  y o u ? "  “P ak, h o w  d id  th e  w ell 

g et d u g ? " " I'l l  an sw er o ne step  at a tim e. I d id n 't d ig  any  ho le . It w as an  o ld  w e ll, as far 

as I k n o w , so  th ere  w as alre ad y  a ho le . Bu t it w asn 't in  u se ."  " Pak, w ere  th ere  really  

p eo p le  b e in g  slash ed  w ith  raz o rb lad e s? "  "W h o  w e re  d o in g  th e  slash in g ?  D o  y o u  really  

b e lie v e  w h at y o u  saw ? " "T h e re  w ere  G e rw an i th ere  to o , pak, d a n c in g ."91 "H an g  o n  

there! D o n 't y o u  k n o w  w h ere  G erw ani w as lo cated ?  Su re  y o u  d o , in  the c ity  [D jakarta] . 

Bu t th is h ap p en ed  far aw ay  fro m  the c ity , [in] a tin y  kampung  w ith  fiv e  o r six  h o u ses in 

th e  m id d le  o f  a ru b b e r g ard en . Lho, h o w  co u ld  th ere  really  b e  G erw an i w ig g lin g  th e ir 

h ip s? "  "So  w h at w as re ally  g o in g  o n ? "  "Ev e ry th in g  o n  th e  sc re en  is false . I re je c t th e  

w h o le  film . T h e  o n e th in g  in  it th at's  tru e  is th at g en erals  w ere  sh o t ... d o w n  th e  w ell. 

100 p e rc e n t [ tru e ] ."  "H o w  co u ld  th at h ap p en , pak? "  "Ju st th in k  ab o u t it fo r a m in u te. 

W h at y o u  saw  here  w as [a scene tak in g  p lac e  u n d er] b eau tifu l w alls. Bu t at th at tim e , it 

w as a w o o d  fu ll o f  b am b o o , g rass, and  a kampung . G ettin g  in  th ere  w asn 't easy . W h at I 

rem em b er, rem e m b e r to  th is v ery  d ay , is the so u g h in g  o f  the w in d  th ro u g h  [the trees] , 

th e  so u n d s o f  b ird s ch irp in g , co cks c ro w in g , b ab ie s c ry in g  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  w o o d . 

A n d  at 9 o 'c lo c k , the so u nd  o f  g u n fire . T h e  g en erals w ere b e in g  sh o t."

BA : Su p p o se  so m eo n e  asked  y o u  w ho  fired  the sho ts, w h at u n it, co u ld  y o u  answ er?

90 The doub ling of  the b orrow ed  w ord  kung fu  g ives it a disdainful tone, as w ith  sadis-sadis  below .

91 G erakan W anita Indonesia (Indonesian W om en's M ovem ent). Found ed  in the 1950s as an independent, 

leftish, puritanical, fem inist organization. O ver tim e it w as pulled into the PK I orbit, and  b y 1965 w as  

usually taken as the w om en's affiliate of  the Party . Soon after the collapse of the Septem ber 3(?h 

M ovem ent, the m ilitary-controlled  press started  printing lurid " confessions"  of fem ale prisoners, claim ing  

that they had  seen or participated  in the gouging out of the generals' eyes and  the slashing of  their 

genitals, as w ell as orgies, b y G erw ani w om en. These faked stories w ere effective in w hipping up the 

hysteria that helped m ake possible the vast m assacres of C om m unists and  others on  the Left b etw een m id-  

O ctob er 1965 and  the end of  the follow ing January.
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Bu ng ku s: It w as all m ilitary , b u t I d o n 't kn o w  w h ic h  u n it.

A D : N o t th e  R aid ers?

Bu ng ku s: Raid ers, o r so m e o th ers, y es, th ere  w ere a few  Raid ers there.

BA : M ay b e  T jak ra, pak?

Bu n g k u s: N o . A ll th at m y  m en  d id  w as cap tu re  [the g en erals]  and  tu rn  th e m  o v e r to  

the co m m an d er. H e  th en  tu rn ed  th em  o v e r to  th e  [A ir Fo rc e] o f f ic e r w ith  th e  territo rial 

resp o n sib ility .

BA : A t H alim ?

Bu n g k u s: Y e s, H alim . " I d id n 't k n o w  w h at had  h ap p en ed . Bu t lo o k , at th at tim e , the 

p e o p le  th ere  w e re  s ile n t (bisu , 'd u m b ') . T h e re  w as no  o n e  th ere  w an tin g  to  sin g . Kok, 

sin g ! Ev e n  th o se  w h o  sp o k e  w e re  a lm o st lik e  m u tes. T h e y  d id n 't k n o w  w h at th e y  

sh o u ld  say . Lha, i f  y o u  se e  so m e th in g  lik e  th is film , an d  fo r y e ars h av e  h eard  w h at 

[n o n se n se  is in  it] , im ag in e  w h at it fe e ls like! T h a t's  tru e . A n d  th en , kok, th ere  are  th e  

raz o rb lad e s! D o n 't ask  ab o u t raz o rb lad e s, ask  ab o u t g u n s, dong l I had  tw o  d if fe ren t 

g u n s, a p isto l an d  a lo n g -b arre l. W h y  w o u ld  I n eed  a raz o rb lad e ? "  T h a t's  w h at I said . 

" Kok, b u t th e re  w e re  sic k le s th e re ? "  " Kok, w h y  are  y o u  ask in g  ab o u t sic k le s?  L o o k , it 

w as a ru b b e r g ard en . G iv e  m e a b re ak !"92

16. U n tu n g

BA : D id  y o u  ev er see  U n tu n g  ag ain?

Bu n g k u s: It w as lik e  th is— it w as b e fo re  he w as ex ecu ted . H e 'd  alre ad y  b e e n  c ap tu red , 

kan ?  It so  h ap p e n e d  th at o n e  n ig h t so m e  p e o p le  c am e  in [to  th e  p riso n ] , I w as in  a 

sp e c ial b lo c k  o f  th e  ja il , a p lac e  fo r p riso n e rs re g ard e d  as re a lly  d an g e ro u s. T h is  

h ap p en e d  in  Sale m b a, b e fo re  I w as m o v ed  to  T jip in an g . K ok, early  th e  n e x t m o rn in g , 

kok, th ere  w as P ak  U n tu n g , w ith  a th ic k  b eard , h is h air tu rn ed  a b it red d ish , y o u  kn o w , 

h an d s m an ac led . H e  w as b ath in g  at the w e ll, pak. Ju st im ag in e, p u llin g  th e  p ail u p  w ith  

h is  m an ac le d  h an d s. W ate r w as sc arc e . Bu t I c o u ld n 't say  a w o rd , ju s t c ast h im  a 

g lan c e . In  fac t, it w as P ak  U n tu n g  h im se lf  w h o  sp o ke. W h at h e  said  w as th is (in  L o w  

Jav an ese ) : " Ben dhisik le! P okoke sin g  tabah ae!  M u lai lingsire djaman  idjik on o."  ( " It's  o v er, 

k id , th e  m ain  th in g  le f t is  to  stay  re so lu te . W h e n  its tw ilig h t falls, a [new ] (era) w ill 

co m e.93 W e  are in  th e  r i g h t ..."  T h at's  w h at he  said . I still rem e m b e r it. H e w as rig h t in  

fro n t o f  m e  w h en  he  sp o ke.

A D : Bu t at th e  tim e  o f  G 30S, pak, d id  y o u  ev er m e e t U n tu n g  alo ne?

Bu n g k u s: Y e s, as I said , I m e t h im  afte r he  w as c ap tu re d .94 A b o u t tw o  d ay s late r h is 

trial started , and  th en  h e  n e v e r cam e b ac k  to  th e  p riso n . It w as really  stran g e , kok, he  

w as p u t o n  trial and  then , kok, d isap p eared .

92 G overnm ent p ro p agand a unscrupulously  insisted that the sickles peasants use for farm ing w ere signs of  

their com plicity  w ith  the H am m er-and-S ick le PK I.

93 Javanese reck on a calend ar d ay  b egins at dusk  o n  w hat w e w ould  call the previous day.

94 Bungkus m isund erstood  the q uestion, thinking w e w ere still asking ab out the period w hen he w as in 

prison.
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BA : N o , y ak, w h at w e  m e an t w as o n  Se p te m b e r 30. Be fo re  th in g s started  h ap p en in g . 

D id  y o u  ev er see  h im  then?

Bu ng ku s: N o , nev er.

BA : Y o u  m ean  th e  h ig h est-ran k in g  m ilitary  m an  y o u  saw  w as o n ly  D u l A rif?

Bu ng ku s: Y e s, D u l A rif.

BA : N o t Sab u r?

Bu n g k u s: O h  no . Sab u r w as e lsew h ere , at th e  R e g im e n t [H Q ]. H e  had  h is o w n  o ff ice . A  

lo ng  w ay  aw ay . Ev en  Pak  U n tu n g  w as no  lo n g er in  o u r b arrac k s. H e w as q u artered  in  

o u r (T jakra)  h o u sin g  co m p lex . A  lo n g  w ay  o ff, to o . I saw  o th ers fro m  an o th er reg im en t, 

o th er o f fic es. Far o ff. A  lo n g  w ay  aw ay . I m et h im  o nce  in  a w h ile , w h en  I hap p en ed  to  

b e  o n  d u ty  at Se n ajan . H e  w o u ld  c o m e  b y  to  k ee p  an  ey e o n  u s, b u t afte r g iv in g  u s 

so m e  ad v ice , he  w o u ld  leav e.

BA : Y o u  k n o w , I w as o n ce  g iv en  a c asse tte  tap e  w h ic h  th ey  said  w as a co p y  o f  the 

o rig in al o n e  m ad e  d u rin g  h is in te rro g atio n . I th in k  it w as p asted  u p  b y  m ilitary  

in te llig en c e , b e c au se  it w as v ery  ch ao tic . Bu t th e y  reg ard ed  it as ev id en c e. T h e  p o in t o f  

the c asse tte  w as to  p ro v e  th at So eh arto 's  v ersio n  o f  th in g s w as tru e. W h at su rp rised  m e 

w h en  I listen ed  to  it, and  th is is w hy  I w an t to  c h e c k  it w ith  y o u , y ak, is th at U n tu n g 's  

v o ic e  w as v ery  h ig h , alm o st like  a w o m an 's, at le ast o n  the cassette .

Bu ng ku s: N o  id ea.

A D : W e  m ean , w h en  he  w as g iv in g  o rd ers o n  a ro u tin e  b asis, w as Pak  U n tu n g 's  v o ic e  

h ig h?

Bu ng ku s: N o . Pak  U n tu n g  w as v ery  calm .

BA : N o , I d id n 't m e an  w as h e  u p se t, an g ry , o r n o t.95 T h e  q u e stio n  is w h e th e r h is 

o rd in ary  v o ic e  w as h ig h -p itc h ed . H ig h -p itch ed  alm o st like  a w o m an 's?

A D : So rt o f  njemy ling  ( East Jav an ese , "h ig h -p itc h e d ")?

Bu ng ku s: N o .

BA : M ay b e  th at's  u sefu l. If  w e  k n ew , m ay b e  w e  co u ld  sh o w  th at the  tap e  w as a fake.

Bu n g k u s: W h e n  Pak  U n tu n g  sp o k e, h e  w o u ld  o ften  u se  Jav an e se , c allin g  h is m e n  tjah, 

le, "D o n 't d o  th at, k id "— th at's  h o w  he  sp o k e .96 N o t t jey - t jey - t jey  (o n o m ato p o e ic ) , all in  

a b ig  ru sh  ... Like this: o ne ... tw o  ...

BA : W h en  he  g o t m arried , d id  y o u  atten d  th e  w ed d in g ?

Bu n g k u s: N o . A ll I heard  w as th at he  h ad  m arried  the d au g h te r o f  a hadji. I he ard  Pak  

H arto  p resid ed  o v er the w ed d in g . It w as in  the area o f  Pu rw o kerto .

BA : Y e s, aro u nd  M ay  (1965).

95 Sun in t in gg i can  m ean " raised  v oice,"  as w ell as " h igh-p itched ,"  and  this w as how  Bungkus understood

the question.

96 Tjah, short for bot jah, Lo w  Javanese for " ch ild ,"  usually " little b oy ."  Le, short for kon thole, Low  Javanese  

for " h is scro tu m ,"  com m on  affectionate term  o f  ad d ress to sm all boys.
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Bu ng ku s: I d o n 't kn o w . A lso , I n ev er m et h is w ife .

BA : H o w  ab o u t the b o y  fro m  Irian  he  ad o p ted ?

Bu ng ku s: I ne v er m et h im . M ay b e  he  fo u nd  th e  kid  w h en  he w as p arach u ted  in to  Irian . 

So  if  y o u  w an t to  talk  fu rth e r ab o u t P ak  U n tu n g , talk  to  ...  H av e  y o u  ev er sp o k en  w ith  

Pak  A li Eb ram ?

BA : N o t y et. T h ey  say  he  is still aliv e , b u t I d o n 't k n o w  w here.

Bu ng ku s. Y es, Pak  U n tu n g  w as lik e  P ak  Eb ram . W ong , he  w as v ery  Jav an ese , kok.

17. D u l A rif  (2)

A D : Pak, [abou t another person ] , w hat w as P ak D ul A r if like? 97

Bungkus: H ow  to pu t it?  H e w as k le n tje p  (East Jav an e se , "k e p t h is m o u th  sh u t" ) . A nd he 

thought that no one who w as n ot M adurese cou ld understand the language.

A D : H ow  cou ld P ak D ul A r if g et  to know  A li M oertopo?

Bungkus: I don' t really  know . Bu t my  sen se is that, may be, P ak A li M oertopo had been  [during  

the R ev olu tion ] , they  say , bu t I'm n ot su re abou t  this, a commander in the H izbu llah in C en tral 

Java, w ith a un it  that w as in Brebes. A t  that tim e (early  1950s) , the commander o f  his reg iment  

was still P ak A hmad Y ani. Lieu t. C ol. A hmad Y ani. The area w as a D aru l Islam  zone. N ow  

then, P ak D ul A rif, kan , was m ember o f  a combat battalion  . . . a  combat platoon ... that  in those 

day s often  mov ed all ov er the command area hun ting  fo r  the D I. M ay be that w as w hen  he fir s t  

g ot  to know  A li M oertopo ... P ak D ul A r if w as the most activ e o f  all, p ak.

A D : Scouring the area?

Bungku  (speaking  slow ly , hesitan tly ) : Eh. I f  an y thin g  cam e up, P ak D u l alw ay s g av e it  his  

closest  attention.

BA : H ow  abou t his brains?

Bungku s: O oo ... he w as v ery  sharp ...  Bu t  [he w an ted]  to m ake su re that  arm ed g an g s  

(g ro m b o lan ) didn' t hu rt the fee lin g s  o f  the v illage people.

A D : Then go after [ the D aru l Islam ]  right away ?

Bungkus: O oo ... his n ickname then w as Si Kuda ( "H o rse " ) .

A D : M ean ing?

Bungkus: W ell, horses are qu ite small, bu t when they  mov e off, they  can keep it up.98 

A D : So he cou ld keep it  up (had  g reat stam in a)?

Bungkus: Yes. So he w as a g reat  fav orit e  o f  P ak Yani' s, because o f  his brav ery  on the battlefield. 

A D : D o y ou  hav e any  stories abou t the relationship betw een  Y ani and P ak D ul A rif?

97 First Lieutenant D ul A rif  co m m and ed  C om pany C  in U ntung 's Battalion I. H e w as in charge o f  the 

m ission to g et the generals, d ead  o r alive, in the w ee hours of  O ctob er 1. H e vanished  com pletely  after the 

" co u p "  collapsed. See m ore below .

98 T he typical horses one finds in Jav a are p ony-sized  in Europ ean term s.
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Bungkus: N o. W hat I kn ow  is on ly  that  in an area they  call K arang tjongkeh, there w as an  

in ten se tw en ty - fou r-hou r batt le."  P ak D u l A r if refu sed to retreat. " Rather than let the other  

side break through to the battalion  [HQ ], let' s fig ht  to the last man."

A D : W here was this, p ak?

Bungkus: In  Karangtjongkeh. Y ou hav en ' t heard o f  it?  Bu t Y ani g o t  to know  o f  it, and after that  

Pak D ul A rif' s name was engrav ed in Y ani' s heart as a fin e  boy , a first - c lass soldier.99 100

18. Sum atra (2)— M adura

A D : D id y ou  and he ev er use M adu rese in talkin g  ov er a m ission— to make su re other un its  

cou ldn' t understand w hat y ou  w ere talking  about?

Bungkus: O oo ... Hmm ... W hen  w e w ere in ou r un it tog ether, and because most o f  the boy s 

w ere k aw an  (e x -Se a-D o g s) , we fe lt  qu ite fr e e  to use M adurese. Bu t in those day s, i f  w e sen t a 

messag e by  [ field] - telephon e, a Russian  m odel— this w as SO E in ev ery  op erat ion— to other  

un its, w e used m ix ed language. For secrets, how ev er, w e used M adurese. A ll the same, w hile I 

was in Bukittingg i w e really  had our pockets picked.

A D : Kok, how  cou ld that happen?

Bungkus: W e w ere commun icatin g  [by  field- t elephon e]  w ithin  ou r un it, and u sin g  M adurese. 

W hat w e didn ' t kn ow  w as that on  the PRR I side there w ere people w ho w ere flu en t  in the 

language. A nd ou r lines w ere tapped .. .  tapped on W hite Ston e  (Batu  P u tih j M oun tain . W e 

w ere making  fo r  Lu buk Sikaping  .. .  A ll o f  a sudden , w e w ere in Rao, or  may be M uaro ... 

A nyw ay , on  the w ay  to Lubuk Sikaping . N ah , there som ethin g  happened. It  w as at  an old 

fo rt ificat ion  left  by  the Japanese. N ah , c lose by  there w as a v illag e through w hich a [PRR I]  

Brim ob un it  w as passing . That' s w hen  they  tapped into ou r line. So they  kn ew  w here w e w ere, 

and at tacked us fir s t .  W e w ere hit  by  their bazookas. W e w ere at  ou r w it' s end. So, u sing  

M adu rese fo r  secu rity  tu rn ed ou t  to be useless. [W e learned]  that in this Brim ob unit, w hich 

was cooperatin g  w ith the PRR I, there w ere boy s fr om  Pasu ruan . A d u h ! W hat a mess!  W hat  

language cou ld w e use [ for secu rity ]?  W o n g , ev en  u sin g  M adu rese, w e w ere caught w ith ou r 

pants dow n .101

19. D ul A rif— D jahurup

BA : There is a sec tion  o f  the tape o f  ou r fir s t  discussion  w hich isn ' t  v ery  clear. So let me ask y ou  

the sam e question  again. A fter O ctober 1, P ak D ul A r if w as n ev er again men tioned in the press, 

nor w as he tried. H ow  cou ld he ju st  " disappear"  like that?

99 There is a p lace w ith  a sim ilar n am e in the kabupaten  of  Tjilatjap— latitude 0 7 '27 "  d egrees south, 

longitude 108'32"  east. This is ab out ten to  f ifteen kilom eters so uth  o f  the tow n of  Bandjar near the b order 

b etw een W est and  C entral Java.

100 Im plies that D ul A rif  served  und er Yani in the Banteng Raid ers in  the early 1950s.

101 Brim ob , originally M ob rig (M obile Brigad e), w as a heavily  arm ed  police force created  in  the early  

Revolution  to  serve the Prim e M inister directly. It w as w id ely  regard ed  as b etter educated , and  less 

thuggish, than the A rm y 's elite units. Bungkus felt his pockets had  b een picked w hen he realized  that the 

other side includ ed  " b o ys"  from  the heavily M ad urese old  sugar capital o f  East Java, Pasuru an , w ho  

understood  his " secret m essages"  perfectly.
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Bungkus: This is the story . W e had fin ished  ou r m ission  to captu re the g en erals, and w ere  

w aitin g  at  the H alim  airfield. Bu t w e had no idea w here P ak D u l A r if was.

BA : Bu t he w as y ou r company  commander!  H ow  cou ld he ju st  v an ish ?

Bungkus: I  don ' t know  i f  he disappeared on his ow n , or w as taken  aw ay  by  someone. Bu t after  

that, he w asn ' t around.

BA : D id y ou  ev er m eet som eone w ho said that  he had met P ak D ul A r if after O ctober 1 ?

Bungkus: N ev er. Bu t  fin ally  I  heard that he w as kidnapped. It  w as like this. A t  that t im e I w as 

already  in T jipinang  [prison ] , bu t then I w as summoned back to the base (p an g k alan )  by  the 

reg im ental chie f o f  staff, C olon el M aru li San toso.102

BA : From the R ed Berets?

Bungkus: Y es. So I w en t  there. The reg im en tal base w as behind the T jiliw ung  [R iv er]  in the ...  

w hat w as its name?  .. .  H otel N irmala. P ak M aru li said to me: " W e n eed fu r ther  in formation  

from  y ou  (an d a, fo rm al p ro n o u n ) , so  there w ill be an  in terrogation  in an other p lace."  So I 

was taken  aw ay  in a truck, w ith no idea o f  w here w e w ere going . Then to my  su rprise, I  fo u n d  

w e w ere g oin g  back to Tjipinang . W hen w e arriv ed, " ju st  g o in side."  Then abou t  a w eek o r  ten  

day s later, I  w as in terrogated. [By  som eon e from ]  the M ilitary  P olice. Beg inn ing  then , I  [w as 

in terrog ated abou t]  m any  m atters, an d en ded up bein g  charg ed w ith  m a k a r  ( crim inal 

conspiracy ) . " I don' t care (M asa b o d o -lah ) . Conspiracy  . . .  w hatev er!  W hat do y ou  w an t me to 

say ?  W hat' s done is done. W hatev er y ou  say , p ak  ... I f  y ou  regard me as a conspirator, w hat  

can I do? "  H e said: " Y our mission  w as n ot valid (sah). You mutin ied again st  the orders o f  y ou r  

superiors and seiz ed  (m e n a n g k a p )  g en erals."  I said: " I n ev er seiz ed g en erals. I seiz ed the 

C ouncil o f  G enerals. M y  orders w ere to seiz e the C oun cil o f  G en erals."  Then  I  w as taken  to 

Salemba [prison ] ... fo r  fiv e  and a half y ears ...

BA : Really ?  Fiv e and a half y ears in Salemba?

Bungkus: Y es, I w as bombarded [w ith endless questions] . In  the day tim e, anyw ay , I  [ rem ember]

being  taken ou tside three tim es fo r  fifteen  m inutes.103

BA : A lone?  Really ?  In solitary ?

Bungku s: Y es, alon e. There w ere o thers in so litary  cells there too. Becau se  the p latoon  

commander [ in  the prison ]  regarded me as som eone directly  implicated.104

A D : W hile y ou  w ere in Salemba, did y ou  ev er hear any thing  about D ul A rif?

Bungkus: N ot then. Later, in ' 71, I w as prosecu ted in the fin al trial. The other trials w ere all 

ov er w ith. M y  trial lasted less than a month, and after that I w as taken  to the RTM  (R u m ah  

T ah an an  M ilite r, M ilitary  Priso n ) . Less than  a month later, I w as back in Tjipinang . N ah , it 

was there that I met w ith about three hundred comrades (kaw an) from  all ov er Indonesia ...

102 A lm ost certainly this m an w as RPK A D  Col. M arokeh Santoso, w ho w as the T jakra's chief  of  staff on  

O ctob er 1,1965.

103 W e are not sure w hether Bungkus m eant that he w as allow ed  out of his cell in the d aytim e only three 

tim es (a w eek?), or that d uring d aytim e interrogations he w as allow ed  to " rest"  only three tim es, for 

f ifteen m inutes each.

104 O r possibly: " Because I w as a [form er] platoon com m ander, I w as regard ed  as directly  im plicated ."  The 

syntax here is confusing.
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A D : Y ou recogn iz ed them?

Bungkus: Y es, there w ere m ilitary  people, m ilit iamen , party  people, people su spected o f  this and 

that, people fr om  the mass organ iz ation s, they  w ere all in there. N ow  am ong  them  w as a 

captain . H is nam e w as Su radi.105 H e' s dead. So I asked him , " Pak Suradi, I' d like to know  

ex actly  w here P ak D ul A rif' s shadow  (b a jan g an )  might hav e g on e in C en tral Java?  W eren ' t  

y ou  then still in C en tral Java, p ak? "

BA : Y ou mean P ak Suradi?

Bungkus: Y es. H e' d on ly  recen tly  been brought to [ou r prison ]. [H e an sw ered:]  " I don ' t know . 

Bu t I' v e heard from  v arious people that he w as arrested, imprisoned, then kidnapped (d itju lik) 

... and after that v an ished."  That' s w hat he said.

BA : So he w as kidnapped from  his cell?  In D jakarta?

Bungkus: N o, in C en tral Java,

BA : So he managed to fle e  to C en tral Java?

Bungkus: Y es, bu t I don' t know  w here he w as caught.

BA : O ur problem  is that almost all the top leaders o f  the G 30S are gone.

Bungkus: Yes.

BA : P ak H erman  also disappeared, P ak Suherman.106 

Bungkus: O oo ... no. H e w as fin ished  o ff  (d ilak san akan) .

A D : Ex ecuted?

Bungkus: Yes. It  w as P ak D jahurup who vanished.

BA : H av e I g o t  it right?  Suherman was ex ecu ted, and D jahurup disappeared?

Bungkus: Y es. Suherman , Sakar, Surono, Supardjo , the top leaders o f  ou r  u n it (p im p in an  

p asu kan ), they  w ere all ex ecu ted.107

BA : That' s n ot  w hat I m eant, p ak . [The Suherman  I had in m ind w as]  on e o f  the top s t aff  

officers o f  the D iponegoro D iv ision, heads o f  Section 1, 2, etc. They  all seem  to hav e disappeared.

Bungkus: O h, y ou  mean the high-ups?

BA : Y es, they  all disappeared. W ithou t any  announcement. It  seems, w ithou t being  tried.

105 C ap tain  Suradi p layed  an im portant ro le in the Septem b er 30th M ovem ent. A t the tim e, he w as on the 

intelligence staff  of  L atie f  s Brigade 1, perhap s its chief. Part of  the M agelang Battalion (406) w as already in 

Brigade 1 b efore it w as m oved  to D jakarta in 1963.

106 Col. Suherm an, on  returning from  an  A m erican m ilitary  intelligence course on O kinaw a, took  the 

position of  head  o f  intelligence (S-l) in  the H Q  of  the D iponegoro D ivision in Sem arang. O n the m orning of  

O ctob er 1, w ith  the help of  other top staff  officers, he arrested  the com m an d er, Brig. G en. Surjosum peno, 

took over this position him self , seized  control of  b oth  the H Q  an d  the city, and  b ro ad cast his su p p ort for 

U ntung 's actions in D jakarta. H is exam ple w as follow ed in other garrison tow ns in C entral Java. A fter the 

Septem b er 30th M ovem en t collap sed, he vanished from  the new s. N eith er he nor his fellow  top staff  

officers w ere put o n  trial o r even m entioned.

107 W e know  that a Sergeant Surono led  the attack  on  the hom e of  Brig. G en. Sutojo Sisw om ihardjo on  

O ctob er 1. Presum ab ly  the others m entioned here w ere N C O s involved  in the attack s on  the other 

generals.
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Bungkus: That' s how  it  w as. W o n g , the fac t  is that  it  w as the sam e w ith P ak U ntung. O ne 

n ight I  m et him. I  fo rg e t  the date. P ak U ntung  had ju st  been  brought in . . .  it w as in the middle 

o f  the night. I  w as asleep at  the tim e, so I didn ' t notice. H is beard had g row n  out. Bu t  fin ally  

there w as an opportun ity  fo r  m e to talk w ith him. " H ow  are y ou , P ak U n tung? "  H e said: " Say  

no more, ju st  pu t  it all on  me, tell them ev ery thing  y ou  did w as at  my  o rders ."  That afternoon  

he w as taken  off, tried, and then  w as dead, ju st  imag ine, he w as brought to cou rt  on ly  on ce ... 

on ly  once. W ah! ...  I  fe lt  so sorry  fo r  him. I rem ember him  taking  a bath at  the prison  w ell. But  

at  that  t im e it  had run dry . H is hands w ere shackled, and st ill he had to bring  up the pail 

[himself} . In  D jakarta the w ater is black and fu ll  o f  mud. H ow  cou ld a man  w ho had don e such 

serv ice in W est Irian  be treated this w ay ?  That w as the on ly  tim e I  m et him.

A D : [So he said]: " It's all my  respon sibility ? "

Bu n g k u s d id  n o t rep ly , lo st in  tho u g ht.

BA : W hat abou t P ak D jahurup?  W here did he disappear?

Bungku s: W ah , P ak D jahurup w as .. .  Lieu tenan t . . .  su perior.108 [Bu t]  he w as also a fo rm er  

platoon  commander. Y es, he disappeared. I don' t know  where.

BA : In  D jakarta I heard from  P ak H eru  that  P ak D jahurup is still aliv e, in M alang .

Bungkus: R ight now ?

BA : Yes.

Bungkus: I didn ' t kn ow  that. W e w ere separated from  the t im e o f  my  arrest . Bu t  he w as on e o f  

my  kaw an  from  Battalion  448, the A ndjin g  Laut.

BA : It  seems he genu inely  disappeared, and w asn' t kidnapped and [killed] . . .

Bungkus: There y ou  hav e it. H e disappeared, and w e n ev er met again ...

A D : W as he also from  Besuki?

Bungkus: N o, from  Bondow oso. Y es, I really  don' t know  how  it all came about, how  from  fo rm er  

k aw an  when  fig ht in g  as gu erillas, and then bein g  separated fo r  so many  y ears, w e ended up 

together again in the Tjakra.

BA : N ow  that ev ery one [who su rv iv ed]  has been released, do y ou  still g et  together?

Bungkus: N o. I on ly  met on e, a man from  Battalion  448  in the D iponegoro [D iv ision ]. I don' t 

know  i f  he w as in v olv ed in G 30S or im plicated in it. A nyw ay , w hen  it w as my  turn  to be 

released, to g o hom e, he w as there n ex t  to me, and he seem ed v ery  happy . W o n g , as a kaw an  

who w as also released ... The rest w ere all dead.

BA : H e must hav e been qu ite old, no?

Bungkus: H e w as from  the Ban teng  Raiders, and this w as the fir s t  tim e sin ce then that I met  

him. H is fac e  w as v er- r-r-y  old.

BA : It  seems P ak AH Ebram is also still aliv e, in Solo or Jogja.

108 Sentence partly  inaudible. O ur sense is that he m eant that D jahurup 's rank w as lieutenant, and  that he 

w as/  had  b een Bungkus's superior w hen he held that rank.
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Bungkus: Y ou kn ow , after  I  w as released, I on ce saw  his pic tu re in the new spaper, g iv in g  an  

interv iew  to a reporter. They  say  he is still alive. I n ev er m et him  again.

BA : In  C en tral Java?

Bungkus: There or in D jakarta, ko k. I heard he w as liv ing  n ear Tanah A bang. Bu t I  don' t know  

i f  he is still there.

A D : A nd how  abou t P ak D jahurup?

Bungkus: N o, this is the fir s t  t im e to hear he is st ill aliv e. G ood. It  means he w as c lev er, c lev er  

at hide-and-seek (ku tjin g -ku tjin g an).

A D : D o y ou  know  i f  P ak D jahurup had any  fam ily  in M alang?

Bungkus: W ell his w ife came from  C en tral Java. Bu t I  don ' t kn ow  ex actly  where. In  those day s, 

o f  course, maybe 82 percen t o f  the boy s in 448  w ere still bachelors. Still y oung. So they  married 

all ov er the place. Som e g o t  married in East  Indon esia, as fa r  as Seram , Burn , H almahera. In 

Sumatra too, som e w ere " caught"  (k e tjan th o l, Jav an e se ) . In tim e, they  w eren ' t  ju st  " caught,"  

bu t rather " got p lan ted"  (k e tan am , Jav an e se ) .109 (L au g h s) . G enerally  the Sea-D ogs w ere all 

v ery  y oung . Those w ho already  had w iv es, fam ilies , had been  in the Japan ese A rm y , H eiho, 

Peta, and so on.

20. The PK I and its H istory

BA : D o y ou  rem ember w hich o f  the v arious la s jk ar the R ed A n ts and Sea-D og s fe lt  c losest  to?

Pelt  it easiest to w ork w ith?

Bungkus: W hich lasjk ar do y ou  mean?  Lasjk ar o f  the polit ical parties?

BA : Yes.

Bungkus: There w ere a lot o f  differen t  lasjk ar, p ak . W e w ere army  people. So w e cou ld w ork 

w ith ev ery on e. The main thing  w as to be c lose to each other so there w ere no problems. T irst  

things firs t !  w e shou ld un ite to kick ou t the colon ialists ...  W hat w as the poin t in quarreling?  

Every one shou ld do w hat he could. Some show ed up w ith slingshots!  Bu t " A y o!  Into battle"  ... 

whatev er their target was.

BA : Bu t they  say  there w ere some who w ou ldn ' t cooperate, so the TN I had to take action  again st  

them. Some o f  them w ere pun ished fo r  looting . Because, it w as said, this kind o f  thing  damaged 

the cause. It  seem s that, to surv iv e, they  took things belong ing  to the Rakjat. So the commander 

had to discipline them ...

Bungkus: Indeed, that' s qu ite likely . Bu t w hen  was this, p ak ?  In the early  day s, y es, I think this 

did happen  ... w hen  the TKR hadn' t y et  become the TN I. Bu t on ly  then. Tar from  looting , I w as 

afraid ev en  to touch som ething  that belonged [to the Rakjat] . I w as afraid o f  sinn ing  (b erd o sa). 

But on the fron t  around Sidoardjo, [our men]  w eren ' t  there, so looting  cou ld happen  ... A s fa r  as 

fo o d  w as concerned, the m inute w e g o t  some w e ate it. L h aw o n g , w e didn ' t hav e enough to eat. 

I'm n ot making  this up, p ak. G enerally  there w as cooperation  w ith the lasjk ar. N obody  made 

trouble. Let  alone any thing  to do w ith sex . That didn' t happen.

109 W hat Bungkus m eant w as that som e of  the b oys started  f lirting w ith local girls, and  then ended  up  

m arrying them  and  settling d ow n in the girls' tow ns or villages.
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BA : 'W ere y ou  ev er ordered to take action against  a lasjkar?

Bungkus: N o, nev er. W e w en t  to the fr o n t  b are n g  (Jav an ese , " to g e th e r" ) , and w e retu rned 

b a re n g . A bov e all w ith P esindo. It  w as v ery  disc iplin ed. I  w asn ' t  su re in those day s w hat  

ex actly  it w as, w hat party  it w as connected to, or  w hat mass organ ization . Bu t w hat I  heard 

was, they  said it w as a mass organ ization  o f  the PKI. They  w ere the brav est  (g ag ah).

BA : W ell, at  that  t im e the P K I w asn ' t  im portan t. The big  party  w as A m ir Sjarifuddin ' s  

Socialist  Party .

Bungkus: Y es, maybe, I didn ' t know  much abou t that. The main thing  is there w ere lots o f  mass 

org an iz at ion s. A nd in those day s they  w ere all fin e .  N o problem s. Bu t  I didn ' t  fo llow  

dev elopmen ts after the TN I came in to being . Bu t  in the day s o f  the TKR, no problem s. There 

w ere the BPRI, P esindo, H iz bu llah, and all kinds o f  o thers. N on e o f  them w ere " naughty "  

(nakal).

21. The M adurese

A D : Pak  Bu n g k u s, are  y o u  m o stly  M ad u rese?

Bu n g k u s: (lau g h in g )  M ad u re se , b u t M ad u re se  gado-gado  (m ix ed ) ... O f  c o u rse  th ere  are 

a lo t o f  m ilitary  fro m  M ad u ra.

BA : Bu t [w hat ab o u t o th er M ad u rese  w h o  w ere] in  p riso n  fo r a lo n g  tim e?

Bu n g k u s: L e t's  see, M ad u re se  w h o  w ere  ja ile d  fo r a lo ng  tim e  ... A rd ian  is n o w  free . 

Sah n an  to o . L e t's  se e , w h o  e lse?  O h  y e s, D u l K ah ar. Bu t he  w as a Jav an e se  fro m  

Sid o ard jo . Bu t as fo r w h at k in d  o f  M ad u re se  th ey  are  in g en eral, I'm  n o t su re— b u t the 

o nes I m entio n ed  are fro m  Bo nd o w o so .

A D : W hat w as P ak D jahurup like, p ak ?

Bungkus: The kid (anak) was v ery  dark.

A D : A s brav e as D ul A rif?

Bungku s: G en erally , the boy s doin g  the g u errilla fig ht in g , they  w eren ' t  e ither  heroes or  

cowards. I f  they  engaged the enemy , u sually  they  refu sed to retreat before they  w ere su ccessfu l. 

But not too brav e either. I f  they  w ere shot at, they  flat t en ed themselv es to the g round. (Lau g hs)

W e all: H a-ha-ha!

Bungkus: A  bu llet is no one' s fr iend.

A D : D jahu rup— the name sounds a bit A rab?

Bungkus: Y es, bu t D ul A r if is also an A rabic  name. H e w as a big  man  too, like an A rab, bu t  

dark, like D jahurup.

BA : P ak , what do y ou  know  abou t the M adu rese in Situbondo?  W here did they  come from  on  

the island o f  M adura itself?

Bungkus: I don' t know  ... P erhaps from  Sampang.
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BA : N ot from  P amekasan ? 110

Bungku s: I don ' t  kn ow . Bu t  these p eop le had been  in Situ bondo a lon g  t im e  ( s e v e r a l  

g e n e ra tio n s ) . O nly  their an cestors liv ed on  M adu ra itself. They  them selv es w ere born  ov er  

here, and g rew  up as kids here.

BA : W hat I mean is, did they  still preserv e the story  o f  their ancestors?

Bungkus: C ou ld be. There are p len ty  o f  M adu rese g randchildren  w ho are fan at ical abou t  their  

fam ily  trees and their ancestors.

BA : Bu t in y ou r case, P ak Bungkus, i f  y ou  w ere asked w here y ou r fam ily  came from  in M adura, 

what w ou ld y ou  say  ?

Bungkus: In my  case, w ell I  don ' t kn ow  much abou t  the [ fam ily ]  history , bu t I heard w e w ere 

orig inally  from  Sumenep.

A D : There the language is v ery  polite.

Bungkus: Y es, there w as also som e  p rijaji ancestry  som ew here.111 Bu t fo r  me, all that  is gone. I 

hav e m ix ed w ith people o f  ev ery  ethn ic  g roup  ( su k u ) , ev ery  kin d o f  people. So I don ' t g e t  

in v olv ed in that kind o f  thing .

A D : D jahurup' s fam ily  w as [orig inally ]  from  w here?  Sumenep or Sampang?

Bungkus: Prom the look o f  him , from  Sampang.

A D : W ahl They ' re pretty  rough people.

Bungkus: Y es, Pamekasan . Bu t in my  case, as a kid I mostly  play ed w ith and w en t around w ith 

the children  o f  immigran ts. M y  father  w orked as a laborer in a [ sugar? ]  fac tory . So w e liv ed 

n ear the lo d ji  o f  the D utch (v illas and  o f f ic es o f  c o lo n ial fac to ry -o w n e rs , p lan tatio n  

m an ag ers, etc .)  So a lot o f  my  playmates w ere  sin jo  (y o u n g  D u tc h  o r o th er "w h ite "  b o y s) . 

That' s w hy  up till now , i f  I meet som eone differen t from  me, I don' t fe e l inferior. Chinese?  Q uite 

normal. The fac to ry  cook w as a Chinese!  They  w ere all fam iliar  to me, play in g  tog ether in the 

area around the factory .

22. East Jav a's  N joto

A D : D id y ou  ev er meet N joto, P ak? 112 

Bungkus: N joto who?

A D : N joto, o f  the PKI.

110 M ad ura is divided  into four (now  adm inistrative) regions. They are, from  w est to east: Bangkalan, 

Sam pang, Pam ekasan, and  Sum enep. Bangk alan and  Sum enep w ere traditionally centers of  the M adurese 

aristo cracy , and  peop le there still, it is said, pride them selves on their courtly  m anners and  speech. 

Sam p ang is stereotyped  as the p lace w here the roughest, toughest M ad urese com e from . W e asked  these 

q uestions to see if Bungkus w ould  respond  to the stereotype.

111 H e seem ed to use prijaji in the old sense of  " aristocratic,"  rather than the later sense of " higher civil 

servant,"  " b ureaucratic w ith  upper-class pretensions."

112 M em b er of  the PK I's Politb ureau. A t the tim e of  the Septem b er 30th M ovem ent, he w as also a M inister 

w ith out Portfolio.
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Bungkus: O oo . ..  no.

A D : They  say  he w as from  Besuki too.

Bungkus: D idn ' t they  say  he w as from  Bondow oso or D jember?

BA : M ay be Bondow oso, sin ce after 1945 he w as activ e in the [n ew ]  R esiden cy  o f  Ban juw ang i, 

setting  up bran ches o f  the P arty  there.

Bungkus: I  didn ' t kn ow  him . O n ly , som etim es, parts o f  their nam es w ere alike, k o k . N jono, 

N joto. Shorten ed like that.113

BA : G en erally  speaking , the top P arty  people didn ' t come from  this region. The on ly  on e w hom  

w e know  w orked fo r  the R ev olu tion  here and came from  here w as N joto. W e w ere w onderin g  i f  

during  the R ev olu tion  y ou  m ight hav e acciden tally  run into him.

Bunkus: Eee . . . In  the old day s, I  n ev er met him.

BA : It' s true, he w asn' t y et  fam ou s at  that  time.

Bungkus: I don ' t know . I cou ld, perhaps, hav e m et him. Bu t I w ou ldn ' t  hav e know n  w ho he 

was. Even i f  on ce in a w hile w e had g u ests w ho w ere from  the P arty , a party  secretary , ad u h ! I 

didn ' t know  w ho they  w ere personally .

A D : D o y ou  keep in regu lar touch w ith P akH em ?

Bungkus: O nce in a while. H e also came ou t o f  the gu erilla time. Bu t he w as a "m as TRIP ,"  a 

student, n o? 114

A D : The studen t army .

BA : W ell, the TRIP  was in East Jav a ...

Bungkus: That I don' t know . Bu t how  he g o t  into the A ir Force, w hat the story  o f  his " jump"  

[ from  the TRIP]  was, I hav e no idea. I met P ak H em  [ first]  w hile on du ty  in A mbon , in Kodam  

Pattimura.115 " H ey , there' s an aeroplan e com ing  in, ko k. Bu t w ho is it? "  Bu t his w ay  o f  

speaking  w as rather differen t, so I fe lt  nerv ous. V ery  high (p ro b ab ly  H ig h  Jav an e se ) , like a 

high-up. I w as k ro tjo  b an g e t (Jav an ese , "a  real n o b o d y ") , so I fe lt  v ery  uncom fortable. Bu t  

when  w e met again in Tjipinang  (p riso n ), w e w ere equal.

BA : So he, too, is from  Bondow oso?

113 In  everyd ay  speech, it is co m m on to elide the syllab le Su- (m eaning " g o o d ,"  " b eautiful,"  " end ow ed  

w ith,"  etc.) at the start of  Javanese p ro p er nam es. Thus, N joto for Sunjoto, N jono for Sunjono. Perhaps  

b ecause Su- has faintly " feud al"  or " w ell-o ff "  overtones, peop le on  the Left q uite often d ro pp ed  it and  

used  the shortened  form s of  their b irth nam es, as if they w ere their real, official, so to  speak, " w orking-  

class"  appellations.

114 D uring the Revolution, the TRIP (Tentera Repub lik Indonesia Peladjar, Student A rm y of the Indonesian  

Repub lic) w as the nam e of  an East Java lasjkar com posed  of students and  grad uates of senior high-schools. 

(The C entral Java eq uivalent w as called sim ply the Tentera Peladjar. Both w ere usually  reliab le supporters  

of the national leadership.) It w asn 't clear to us w hether " m as"  here w as a short form  of  mahasisw a 

(student) or the polite Javanese w ord  (mas)  for " eld er b rother,"  " b ig  b rother."

115 In  the late 1950s, this K od am  w as b orn  out of  the deb ris of  the larger T& T VII.
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Bungkus: Y es. From  som ew here around Bondow oso, D jem ber- lah.u6 In  the end, w e m et  again

A D : Pak , it  is g ett in g  late, so w e ask to take leav e o f  y ou.

W e all: Thank y ou  so much, p ak. The fo o d  y ou g av e us w as fan tastic .

KS: Especially  the sam b al (ho t p ep p er co n d im en t), p ak.

BA : Yes indeed, p ak, and the salted fish  was delicious.

Bungkus: I w as w ait in g  fo r  y ou  from  noon  on .116 117 A nd ev ery thin g  w as all prepared. Then fin ally  

my  grandchild told me y ou  had come and w ere outside.

BA : Last tim e w e v isited, p ak , I fo rg o t  to ask to take y ou r picture. M ay  I take one now ?

Bungkus. That' s fin e. P lease do.

C lick!

116 Bungkus is right. H eru w as b orn in D jem ber.

117 W e had  b ad ly m iscalculated the hours needed to take the ferry from  Sum enep to D jangkar, the p ort of  

Situbondo, and  then drive from  there to Besuki.


