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it. Further intellectual confusion is generated by the different meanings social capital can have 
as it colonises the social sciences. 
Here he builds on his magnum opus - ‘Social Capital and Social Theory’  - to explore the reasons 
behind the chaos this causes and the consequences of the penetration of notions of profit into 
every nook and cranny of our lives.
Barbara Harriss-White, Oxford University

Tracing the evolution of social capital since his highly acclaimed contribution of 2001 (Social Capital Versus Social Theory), 
Ben Fine consolidates his position as the world’s leading critic of the concept. 
Fine forcibly demonstrates how social capital has expanded across the social sciences only by degrading the different 
disciplines and topics that it touches: a McDonaldisation of social theory. The rise and fall of social capital at the World 
Bank is critically explained as is social capital’s growing presence in disciplines, such as management studies, and its 
relative absence in others, such as social history.
Writing with a sharp critical edge, Fine not only deconstructs the roller-coaster presence of social capital across the 
social sciences but also draws out lessons on how (and how not) to do research.

www.plutobooks .com

Part of the IIPPE/Pluto Book Series

Theories Of Social 
Capital: 

Researchers Behaving 
Badly

Ben Fine  
Released January 2010

PB / £ 17.99 / 9780745329963 /  215mm x 135mm  / 304pp

Ben Fine is the world’s most thorough and indefati-
gible critic of the abuse of the concept of capital that 
follows from adding ‘social’  - and other adjectives - to 

PRE - ORDER DISCOUNT AVAILABLE
 £ 27.50 Order now for the discount price of £25 inc P&P

Ben Fine is Professor of Economics at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University 
of London. He recently co-authored with Dimitris Milonakis From Economics Imperialism to 
Freakonomics: The Shifting Boundaries Between Economics and Other Social Sciences (2009), 
winner of the 2009 Deutscher Prize, and  From Political Economy to Economics: Method, the 
Social and the Historical in the Evolution of Economic Theory, winner of the 2009 Gunnar 
Myrdal Prize. He serves on the Social Science Research Committee of the UK’s Food Standards 
Agency



For orders within the UK, please complete this order form (prices subject to change) and send to: 
Pluto Press, 345 Archway Road, London, N6 5AA. 
Or you can phone your order on 0208 348 2724, fax your order on 0208 348 9133, or email your order to  
pluto@plutobooks.com.  
Please quote reference  PLUFINE

Postage and Packing charges as follows: UK: £2.95 for the first book, £1 for each additional book; Europe (including the Republic of Ireland): 

£3.95 for the first book, £1.50 for each additional book; outside Europe: £7.50 for the first book, £3 for each additional book.

Sub-Total £.................................. (from overleaf)		
Postage & Packing £................................

TOTAL £...............................

I enclose a cheque for £	_______________ 	 (incl. P&P) MADE PAYABLE TO PLUTO PRESS

Please debit my credit card (Please specify type: Visa/Mastercard or Switch) 	____________  	for  £_____________ 	 (incl 

P&P)

Card Number _______________________________________________ 	 Expiry Date	 ____________________________

Name 	 _______________________________________________ 	 Security Code

Signature___________________________________________________

Card Address_________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Delivery (if different) ___________________________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLUFINE

CONTENTS

1 Introduction

2 From Rational Choice to McDonaldisation

3 The Short History of Social Capital

4 The BBI Syndrome

5 Social Capital versus Social History

6 Social Capital is Dead: Long Live Whatever Comes Next

7 Management Studies Goes to McDonald’s

8 Degradation without Limit

9 W(h)ither Social Capital?

References

Index

www.iippe.org


