
Theory of World Security
What is real? What can we know? How might we act? This book sets
out to answer these fundamental philosophical questions in a radical
and original theory of security for our times. Arguing that the concept
of security in world politics has long been imprisoned by conserva-
tive thinking, Ken Booth explores security as a precious instrumental
value which gives individuals and groups the opportunity to pursue
the invention of humanity rather than live determined and diminished
lives. Booth suggests that human society globally is facing a set of con-
verging historical crises. He looks to critical social theory and radical
international theory todevelopa comprehensive framework forunder-
standing the historical challenges facing global business-as-usual and
for planning to reconstruct amore cosmopolitan future.Theory of World
Security is a challenge both to well-established ways of thinking about
security and alternative approaches within critical security studies.
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This book is dedicated to
the memory of my grandfather

ALAN BOOTH
(1892–1971)

As an Able Seaman in the Royal Navy in the Great War
he sailed around the world twice,

and to his dying day
never knew

why
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Preface

This book is a work of analysis, argument, and advocacy. Its purpose is
to explain and advance the case for a particular theoretical framework
with which to explore and engage with the security of real people in
real places. The overall approach is an attempt to construct a critical
theory of security, and at its heart is emancipatory realism. Focusing on
the primordial search for security, the book grapples with some of the
biggest questions faced by human society. What is real? What can we
know? How might we act? As such, it seeks to offer a theory for our
times, a small bugle-call in an era of world-historical crisis.

Theory of World Security addresses various (overlapping) audiences:
students of security within universities, people everywhere who are
angry at the world they have inherited and disappointed at the compla-
cency of the most powerful, and readers who already share the general
conclusions of the book but who need more light to be shed on them. It
would be encouraging if the book were to be read with an open mind
by officials and politicians, or managers in control of the most powerful
corporations: but I donot expect it.Nordo I expectmuch sympathy from
the self-referential international relations orthodoxy in theUnited States
and elsewhere – ‘realists’ of one sort or another – because the theorising
represented herewill be regarded as alien (evenwhere it is allowed to be
regarded as theory). Plenty of colleagues in the non-orthodoxy will also
be unsympathetic. Be that as it may, the overlapping audiences who
will be amenable to the arguments below are growing: they are peo-
ple who know that world politics do not work for most of the planet’s
inhabitants, who believe that the future is ever threatening even for the
privileged minority world, and who are certain that business-as-usual
on a global scale is not the answer to the looming threats (among others)

xii
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Preface

of spreading nuclear dangers, coming environmental chaos, and global
population overload.
The book will have failed if those readers who manage to stay with

it to the end do not put it down with a promise (at least to themselves)
to do something different – however little, however fallibly – in the
interests of promoting world security. This promise could be anything
from undergraduate students deciding to write more thoughtful essays
in a security studies class, to research students changing their thesis
to a topic more relevant and challenging, to people deciding to donate
time or money to organisations (political parties even) promoting social
justice, locally or globally. However often it is used, Gandhi’s aphorism
in this regard is always mint fresh: ‘We must be the change we wish to
see in the world.’

xiii
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Philip Allott, Chris Brown, Hedley Bull, Cynthia Enloe, Tony Giddens,
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