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Preface

It was a pleasure and an honor to organize the IberSPEECH 2012: Joint VII
“Jornadas en Tecnologia del Habla” and III Iberian SLTech Workshop, that took
place during November 21-23 in Madrid, Spain, hosted by the ATVS Biometric
Research Group, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid.

This conference is the result of the merging of two conferences: the Jor-
nadas en Tecnologia del Habla (Spanish Speech Technology Workshop) and
the Iberian SLTech Workshop. The first has been organized by the “Red
Temdtica en Tecnologia del Habla” (Spanish Speech Technology Thematic Net-
work, http://www.rthabla.es) since 2000. This network was created in 1999 and
currently includes over 200 researchers and 30 research groups in speech technol-
ogy in Spain. The first Iberian SLTech Workshop was organized in Porto Salvo,
Portugal, in 2009, by the Special Interest Group on Iberian Languages (SIG-IL,
http://www.il-sig.org/) of the International Speech Communication Association
(ISCA, http://www.isca-speech.org) and has been organized in conjunction with
the “Jornadas en Tecnologia del Habla” since 2010.

As a result, the IberSPEECH: Joint “Jornadas en Tecnologia del Habla” and
Iberian SLTech Workshop is one of the most important research meetings in the
field of speech and language processing focusing on Iberian languages, attracting
many researchers (about 120 in last edition), mainly from Spain and Portugal,
and is also a natural meeting for researchers from Latin America. However,
although the main focus is on Iberian languages and the Iberian region, the
conference is not restricted to them. Proof of this are the ALBAYZIN Technology
Competitive Evaluations, organized in conjunction with the conference, which in
this edition attracted the interest of several research groups from all around the
world, including the USA, UK, France, Japan, China, and Switzerland, among
others.

The ALBAYZIN Technology Competitive Evaluations have been organized
alongside with the conference since 2006, promoting the fair and transparent
comparison of technology in different fields related to speech and language tech-
nology. In this edition we had five different evaluations: Language Recognition,
Audio Segmentation, Speech Synthesis, Search on Speech, and Handwriting
Recognition. The organization of each of these evaluations requires preparing
development and test data, providing data along with a clear set of rules to
the participants, and gathering and comparing results from participants. This
organization was carried out by different groups of researchers and was crucial
for the success of the evaluations. Although results from the evaluations cannot
be included in this volume owing to timing restrictions, we would like to express
our gratitude to the organizers and also to the participants in the evaluations.



VI Preface

In this edition we had over 80 articles submitted to the conference, and only
29 were selected for this publication. This selection was based on the scores
and comments provided by our Scientific Review Committee, which includes
over 75 researchers from different institutions mainly from Spain, Portugal, and
Latin America, to which we also would like to express our deepest gratitude.
Each article was reviewed by three different reviewers and the authors had some
time to address the comments before submitting the camera-ready paper. The
articles have been organized, following the oral sessions of the conference, into
six different topics:

Speaker Characterization and Recognition

Audio and Speech Segmentation

— Pathology Detection and Speech Characterization
Dialogue and Multimodal Systems

— Robustness in Automatic Speech Recognition

— Applications of Speech and Language Technologies

Besides the excellent research articles included in this volume, the conference had
the pleasure of having three extraordinary keynote speakers: Jan “Honza” Cer-
nocky (Brno University of Technology, BUT, Czech Republic), Philip Rose (Aus-
tralian National University, Australia), and Pedro Moreno (Google Research,
NY, USA).

The conference was mainly organized and supported by the Spanish Thematic
Network on Speech Technology (“Red Temdtica en Tecnologia del Habla”) and
the ISCA Special Interest Group on Iberian Languages (SIG-IL). Besides this,
we also received support from the Universidad Auténoma de Madrid (UAM) and
the Campus Internacional Excelencia UAM+CSIC, which not only provided a
fantastic venue for organizing the conference (the Escuela Politécnica Superior),
but also financial support. Also, several companies provided financial support
for the conference, including Google, Microsoft, and Telefénica (through Cét-
edra UAM-Telef6nica). Last but not least, we had financial support from the
MA2VICMR consortium. Without the financial support of all of them this con-
ference would simply have not been possible.

We would also like to thank Springer, and in particular Alfred Hoffmann and
Leonie Kunz, for the possibility of publishing this volume and their help and
great work in preparing it. This will help increase the international impact of
this conference.

Finally, we would like to thank all the people that have been putting their
efforts in organizing this conference, and in particular the Organizing Commit-
tee and the local Organizing Committee, as well as all the authors that have
presented their articles at the conference.

Doroteo Torre Toledano
Alfonso Ortega Giménez
Antoénio Teixeira
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