
Twinkle - a small satellite spectroscopy mission for the next phase of
exoplanet science

Ian Stotesbury1, Billy Edwards1, Jean-Francois Lavigne2, Vasco Pesquita3, James J. Veilleux2, Philip
Windred1, Ahmed Al-Refaie1, Lawrence Bradley1, Sushuang Ma1, Giorgio Savini1, Giovanna

Tinetti1, Til Birnstiel5,6, Sally Dodson-Robinson7,8, Barbara Ercolano5,6, Dax Feliz4, Scott Gaudi9,
Nina Hernitschek4, Daniel Holdsworth10, Ing-Guey Jiang11, Matt Griffin12, Nataliea Lowson13,
Karan Molaverdikhani5,6, Hilding Neilson14,15, Caprice Phillips9, Thomas Preibisch5, Subhajit
Sarkar12, Keivan G. Stassun4, Derek Ward-Thompson10, Duncan Wright13, Ming Yang16, Li-Chin
Yeh17, Ji-Lin Zhou16, Richard Archer1, Yoga Barrathwaj Raman Mohan1, Max Joshua1, Marcell

Tessenyi1, Jonathan Tennyson1, and Benjamin Wilcock1

1Blue Skies Space Ltd., 69 Wilson Street, London, UK
2ABB, 800 Bd Hymus, Saint-Laurent, Canada

3Airbus Defense and Space, Gunnels Wood Rd, Stevenage, UK
4Department of Physics and Astronomy, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN 37235, USA
5Universitäts-Sternwarte, Fakultät für Physik, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München,

Scheinerstr. 1, 81679 München, Germany
6Exzellenzcluster ‘Origins’, Boltzmannstr. 2, 85748 Garching, Germany

7Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Delaware, 217 Sharp Lab, Newark, DE 19716,
USA

8Bartol Research Institute, Sharp Lab, 104 The Green, Newark, DE, 19716, USA
9Department of Astronomy, The Ohio State University, 100 W 18th Ave, Columbus, OH 43210, USA

10Jeremiah Horrocks Institute, University of Central Lancashire, Preston PR1 2HE, UK
11Department of Physics and Institute of Astronomy, National Tsing Hua University, Hsin-Chu,

Taiwan
12School of Physics and Astronomy, Cardiff University, Cardiff, CF24 3AA, UK

13Centre for Astrophysics, University of Southern Queensland, Centre for Astrophysics, 499-565 West
Street, Toowoomba, QLD 4350, Australia

14Dept of Physics & Physical Oceanography, Memorial University of Newfoundland & Labrador
15David A. Dunlap Dept of Astronomy & Astrophysics, University of Toronto

16School of Astronomy and Space Science, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu, China
17Institute of Computational and Modeling Science, National Tsing Hua University, Hsin-Chu, Taiwan

ABSTRACT
With a focus on off-the-shelf components, Twinkle is the first in a series of cost competitive small satellites managed and
financed by Blue Skies Space Ltd. The satellite is based on a high-heritage Airbus platform that will carry a 0.45 m
telescope and a spectrometer which will provide simultaneous wavelength coverage from 0.5–4.5 𝜇m. The spacecraft prime
is Airbus Stevenage while the telescope is being developed by Airbus Toulouse and the spectrometer by ABB Canada.
Scheduled to begin scientific operations in 2025, Twinkle will sit in a thermally-stable, sun-synchronous, low-Earth orbit.
The mission has a designed operation lifetime of at least seven years and, during the first three years of operation, will
conduct two large-scale survey programmes: one focused on Solar System objects and the other dedicated to extrasolar
targets. Here we present an overview of the architecture of the mission, refinements in the design approach, and some of
the key science themes of the extrasolar survey.

Send correspondence to Ian Stotesbury (E-mail: ian@bssl.space)
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1. INTRODUCTION
Twinkle, the first mission from Blue Skies Space Ltd. (BSSL), will deliver high quality science data outside of the typical
space agency model. Through directly financing construction, BSSL aims to bolster the provision of science data by
building on advances in the space sector thanks to “New Space” satellite delivery models. Our innovative model leverages
heritage space industry products to re-purpose them for scientific application, turning science mission concepts into reality
on accelerated timescales.1 In doing so, BSSL will deliver cost-effective scientific satellites that can be complementary to
both flagship ground and space-based observatories, an approach that is in line with recommendations by scientists.2,3

Twinkle, due to being operations in 2025, is the first of these spacecraft and makes use of this approach to utilise heritage
components where possible to deliver the spacecraft. Twinkle has a designed operational lifetime of at least seven years and
time on the spacecraft will be available to scientists through multi-year global survey programmes or via dedicated time
for the user. Mission operations will commence with two surveys running in parallel over three years: an extrasolar survey
and a solar system survey. These surveys will deliver visible and infrared spectroscopy of thousands of objects within and
beyond our solar system, providing homogeneous datasets that will enable in-depth meticulous studies of populations of
objects. The survey programme will allow both experienced and early career participating scientists to collaborate and
produce world-leading research in planetary, exoplanetary and stellar science.
Here we present the Twinkle mission, summarising the work done by the Airbus and ABB industrial teams working

with Blue Skies Space Ltd (BSSL) and highlighting the technical and programmatic updates that have occurred since the
publication of previous papers outlining the mission.4–8 Additionally, we summarise some of the key science interests of
the current members of Twinkle’s extrasolar survey.

2. DESIGN SUMMARY
Recent work as part of an industrialisation phase have meant the performance specifications of the spacecraft have been
refined and updated since previous publications detailing the design.4,5 The chief design refinements are in the pointing
methodology employed, the resolving power of the instrument, and the consolidation of the optical design down to a single
array. A summary of the key design parameters, and any changes from the previous baseline, are detailed in Table 1. We
note that these design parameters have been utilised for some time to model the performance of the mission,9 but that this
is the first formal manuscript to have detailed these developments. In the following sections we provide more detailed
information on some major elements of the mission’s design and operations.

Parameter Old Design New Design
Channel 0 Channel 1 Channel 2 Channel 0 Channel 1

Wavelength range 0.45 𝜇m - 1.0 𝜇m 1.3 𝜇m - 2.43 𝜇m 2.43 𝜇m - 4.5 𝜇m 0.5 𝜇m - 2.43 𝜇m 2.43 𝜇m - 4.5 𝜇m
Resolving Power 250 250 60 up to 70 up to 50

Detector Temperature 250 𝐾 70 𝐾 70 𝐾 90 𝐾
Detector manufacturer Selex Teledyne
Pointing method FGS High-Performance Gyroscope

Table 1. Summary of key design parameters and changes from feasibility study.4,5

2.1 Spacecraft System Overview
The Twinkle design has been developed around the heritage spacecraft bus ‘AstroBus S’, a repackaging of the ‘AS250’
which has a design lifetime of 10 years. The spacecraft bus is suited for rapid construction and has previously been used for
PeruSat∗, while also being adapted for the CHEOPS mission.10 The spacecraft is designed for a 700 km, sun-synchronous
dawn-dusk orbit, to maintain an orbit normal aligned closely to the anti-sun direction for the telescope. The Field of Regard
(FoR), the cone of potential attitudes the spacecraft can adopt for observations, is centred on the anti-Sun vector with a
maximum displacement of ±40◦. As well as the Sun exclusion constraint, the FoR is constrained throughout the seasons
by Earth obstruction in part of the FoR for part of the orbit. The modelling of this, and the subsequent impact on science,
is discussed in Section 3.2.
The AstroBus platform requires adaptation for Twinkle in the mechanical design to provide a Sun shield of sufficient

size. The spacecraft makes use of sunshields to maintain the cool thermal environment by shading the telescope body and
∗www.airbus.com/space/earth-observation/perusat.html
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Figure 1. PeruSat (left, image credit: Airbus Defence and Space), CHEOPS (middle, image credit: ESA) and Twinkle (right, image
credit: BSSL) all utilise the Astrobus S platform. While the primary mirror of CHEOPS has a diameter of 0.3 m, Twinkle will carry a
0.45 m primary offering over twice the collecting area. The Twinkle telescope assembly will come from Airbus’s NAOMI product range,
which was also used for Perusat.

payload bay from both Sun and Earth flux across the wide FoR. The cryogenic temperatures are reached by a combination
of space-facing radiators, which are thermally attached to the telescope interface panel, and active coolers with a dedicated
radiator thermally attached to the inner sanctum and detector.
The spacecraft’s sole science instrument is a spectrometer operating from 0.5 to 4.5 𝜇m, using two spectral channels

(with the split at 2.43 𝜇m) which are re-imaged to a single Teledyne H2RG series detector. The telescope and its optical
elements will be maintained at less than 160 K and the primary aperture of the telescope will be greater than 0.45 m. The
design is being developed by Airbus and ABB, making use of heritage components where possible as well as the product
lines and supply chains of both companies. The inner sanctum of the spectrometer is to be cooled to lower than 100 K and
the detector maintained below 90 K with a target temperature of below 85 K.
Twinkle’s Low Earth Orbit (LEO) enables the use of an X-band downlink capable of downloading all payload data

via an isotropic antenna. This will allow the spacecraft to maintain scientific operations during downlink sessions and
not constrain spacecraft attitude. A wide variety of ground stations offer downlink access for satellites operating in a
Sun-synchronous orbit and these options continue to be explored by BSSL.

2.2 Thermal Solution
There are three key temperatures that drive the scientific performance of the mission: the temperatures of the telescope and
optical chain, the inner instrument sanctum and the detector. The primary sources of flux to reject are the Sun and the Earth
and a number of configurations were considered for the mission with an important consideration being the FoR allowance
of each thermal solution.
A Sun-synchronous orbit was selected to help constrain the Earth-Sun-Spacecraft geometry and hence the impact of

Earth flux on the spacecraft thermal design. A number of Sun shields designs were considered with the telescope either
side-mounted or top-mounted relative to the spacecraft bus. No significant thermal preference between these two designs
approaches was identified so, for mechanical considerations, the top-mounted orientation was selected.
The implementation of an all passive thermal solution would offer the lowest cost, and complexity, approach for a

mission such as Twinkle. While the analysis showed the passive solution to be potentially viable, there was insufficient
margin to take forward as the baseline and instead the decision was made to make use of an active cooler to control the
temperature of the detector. The industrial team have performed a thorough analysis of the available low cost, low lift,
cryocoolers, shortlisting several as well as determining a preferred option. The cryocooler has been incorporated into the
design in order to ensure a low operating temperature for the detector as well as providing the temperature stability need to
achieve the required for scientific performance.

2.3 Optical Design
The spacecraft optical design has been developed with the ABB team to minimise the complexity and to consider industri-
alisation. Key developments are the change from using narrow science and background slits to a wider field stop instead.
The optical paths of the channels have been consolidated onto a single detector, as opposed to two separate spectrometers,
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Figure 2. Left: NAOMI telescope product as used for the PeruSat mission (image credit: Airbus Defence and Space). Right: Spectrometer
concept (image credit: ABB). The spectrometer is located in the inner sanctum and it interfaces optically with the telescope at the cold
stop. Two separate channels, with different dispersions, are re-imaged on the same detector to provide the simultaneous 0.5-4.5 𝜇m
spectral coverage.

with now only two diffracting elements as opposed to three. An additional benefit of this approach is the simplification of
the thermal isolation considerations for the optical bench.
Each optical path consists of 6 mirrors, one dichroic and a grism element to produce the spectra. The detector is

baselined as a Teledyne H2RG series array, which will be actively cooled to a achieve a maximum temperature of 90 K
(with a design target of < 85K). The telescope assembly will come from Airbus’s New AstroSat Optical Modular Instrument
(NAOMI) product range and the primary mirror will have a diameter of at least 0.45 m. The mirrors will be cooled below
168 K while the inner sanctum will be cooled to have maximum of operating temperature of 110K (with target temperatures
of <158 K and <100 K, respectively).
The new optical design reduces the complexity of the mission by allowing for one detector and a single optical plane.

In the previous design, the incorporation of the UVIS detector, while a heritage solution, introduced a required operating
temperature that was much higher than the rest of the optical bench.4,5 The electrical interface and performance of Teledyne
detectors are well known, having been widely tested and often used for astrophysics applications by Airbus and ABB as
well as the wider industry.
The spectrometer is located in the inner sanctum which operates at a lower temperature than the telescope. It interfaces

optically with the telescope at its output pupil where a cold stop will be used tominimize thermal background contamination.
A dichroic filter will reflect the spectral region between 0.5 and 2.43 𝜇m and will transmit the light between 2.43 and 4.5
𝜇m. Each of the two channels has its own grism to adapt the dispersion to their specific science needs. Fold mirrors are
then used to image the two spectral channels onto the same detector. The basic layout of the spectrometer is shown in
Figure 2. A field stop in this design is located prior to the cold stop, at an intermediate focal plane within the telescope,
to limit the contamination from field stars. The integrated payload design of the telescope and spectrometer is now being
refined at system level to select the field stop diameter, cold stop diameter and the plate scale on the detector to achieve the
best photometric stability.

2.4 Wavelength Coverage
As highlighted above, the updated spectrometer design now maintains two spectral channels, with a continuous wavelength
coverage from 0.5 to 4.5 𝜇m and a split at 2.43 𝜇m. The continuous coverage across the wavelength range is a distinct
improvement on the previous design where some light (1.0 - 1.3 𝜇m) was sequestered to the FGS. The previous design also
maintained three separate channels covering 0.4 - 1.0 𝜇m, 1.3 - 2.43 𝜇m, and 2.43 - 4.5 𝜇m, with two separate detectors
required.
A combination of considerations led the short wavelength cutoff to be relaxed, including detector and mirror perfor-

mance and heritage, to maintain a cost-effective mission. Multiple telescope providers and manufacturing processes were
considered and each presented similar issues. The wavelength range was relaxed to remove this driver to the spacecraft
design after the change was considered against the scientific impact and shown to be acceptable. Similarly, the 4.5 𝜇m
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cut-off was determined as a comprise between the additional science that can be achieved by covering longer wavelengths
and improving the SNR across the whole wavelength range. The long wavelength cut-off for the chosen detector can go as
far as 5.3 𝜇m. However, adopting a shorter wavelength cut-off reduces both the dark current and the sensitivity to thermal
emission from the telescope. Furthermore, having conducted a review of available components, the wavelength coverage
was also shown to align well with the performance of suitable grisms.

2.5 Pointing Performance
The pointing performance of the spacecraft is a key parameter that determines the viable resolving power of the instrument
as well as jitter noise. The industrial team reviewed the science requirements of the mission against the previous pointing
performance and the spacecraft buses available. Using Power Spectral Density functions (PSDs) provided by Airbus for
the modified AstroBus-S designs, Cardiff University and BSSL conducted simulations for a number of exoplanetary targets
using TwinkleSim (see Section 3.1). The time-domain aspect of this tool allows for the consideration of pointing jitter noise
and the effects of spreading the spectral image on the detector. In order to account for margins, a conservative PSD was
taken against which to model and review science performance.
The analysis was run across a range of detector read-out apertures and for various scaled versions of the PSDs to

explore the sensitivity of the mission performance to pointing jitter noise. The investigation highlighted and confirmed the
relationship between resolving power and high-frequency jitter. The analysis showed that a high-performance gyroscope
will be sufficient to suppress high-frequency pointing noise in the system.

3. PERFORMANCE MODELLING
BSSL aims to create satellites which are driven by scientific performance. To enable the design of Twinkle to be optimised,
BSSL’s software team have developed a suite of tools to model the performance of the spacecraft and its instrumentation.
These are being actively used to design the spacecraft, as well as being utilised by researchers to explore how Twinkle can
contribute to their scientific interests.

3.1 Instrument Performance
Two different types of software have been created to model the performance of Twinkle: a radiometric code and a time-
domain simulator. The radiometric model, TwinkleRad, is based upon the open-source code ExoRad, a generic radiometric
tool that has also been adapted for the ESA Ariel mission.11–13 It accounts for a variety of noise sources including shot
noise, instrument emission, dark current, read noise and zodiacal light. Noise due to pointing fluctuations (i.e. jitter) can
be imported from dynamical modelling.
The time-domain simulator, TwinkleSim, is adapted from ExoSim14 which models noise on a frame-to-frame basis, with

the targeted specification for the Twinkle instrument. Each exposure in TwinkleSim consists of up-to-ramp non-destructive
reads. The output covers the source photon noise, dark current noise, zodiacal emission noise, telescope and instrument
emission noise, read noise, spatial jitter noise and spectral jitter noise. TwinkleSim is now being updated to NextGenSim,
which is using the new generation of code architectures to optimise the numerical performance and code structure to support
the intensive computational techniques need to conduct high-frequency, long-duration, time-dependent optical chain and
detector simulations. NexoGenSim will provide a comprehensive simulation of Twinkle’s science performance, starting
from the light source and yielding realistic scientific data products.

3.2 Target Availability
Observatories in low Earth orbits can experience interruptions in target visibility due to Earth occultations. Additionally,
instruments and spacecraft usually have specific target-Sun, target-Moon or target-Earth limb restrictions. To account for
these, BSSL has developed an orbital tool9 which is capable of modelling the orbit of a spacecraft. Additionally, the tool
can calculate the angle between the target and the Earth limb, the Sun, or any other celestial body, in a similar way to tools
used for other missions (e.g. for CHEOPS15).
Twinkle will operate in a polar, Sun-synchronous orbit, with an altitude of approximately 700 km at an inclination of

90.4 ◦. We previously modelled this geometrically, with the code verified against the mission design analysis and operation
software Freeflyer†, but the tool has recently been upgraded to utilise two-line element sets (TLEs) using the SGP4 python

†https://ai-solutions.com/freeflyer/
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package‡. Hence, Twinkle’s orbit is currently modelled using the TLE of CHEOPS,10 a mission which currently operates
in a polar, Sun-synchronous orbit at 700 km. The exact altitude of Twinkle’s orbit will depend upon the launcher utilised,
and the performance of the vehicle during the launch, but this is the target orbit and representative for planning purposes at
this stage. The code can impose a number of exclusion angles, with obvious examples being the Sun, Earth and Moon. The
first of these is the result of thermal constraints while the latter two are primarily to reduce stray light. The Earth and Moon
exclusion angles for Twinkle are under review and conservative values, similar to those of other observatories designed for
operation in sun-synchronous orbits,15,16 have been used with the agreement of Airbus.
A web-based version of the orbital tool has been created to allow the scientists who are part of Twinkle’s surveys to

assess the availability of key targets for their science. The tool is available via the Stardrive portal§, a platform built by
BSSL to enable members of the surveys to collaboratively work on scientific endeavours related to the Twinkle mission.
The tool can allow for a general observability to be calculated, an example of which is demonstrated in Figure 3 for K2-266,
a star which hosts at least five planets.17 Additionally, for observations of time critical events such as exoplanet transits,
specific access times can be queried and the availability provided for that period. An demonstration of this is given for
the planet K2-266 d,18 which has 5 available transits over the year 2025 (see Figure 4). In this figure, the radiometric tool
described in Section 3.1 has been used to model the white light curve of Ch0 (0.5 - 2.43 𝜇m).

3.3 Scheduling
To accommodate multiple users and science needs, BSSL are developing a scheduling tool to manage the various bookings
from users and consolidate the various requests into one schedule that can then be provided to the mission planning tool
(MPT) for conversion to telecommands to the spacecraft. In building the schedule, the tool needs to make use of the
orbital tool to check observational constraints at high granularity and calculate the total number of transits/observation time
required for the target science quality. The request to the radiometric tool will review scientific performance across the
orbit, and consider changes in the observing environment (e.g. stray light).
There shall be two ways of using the scheduling tool to book time on Twinkle; time critical and flexible bookings. Time

critical bookings are intended to be used by scientists to request explicit observations that must be completed at a specific
time slot, such as the close approach of the Apophis asteroid in 2029, or based on periodic events (e.g. an exoplanet transit
or eclipse). The scheduling tool will attempt to secure time explicit booking requests first, to maximise the requests that
can be scheduled. Other bookings are expected to be more flexible, where the target is selected but the specific access is not
prescribed (e.g. the characterisation of a protoplanetary disk19). In these cases, the user will be asked to enter the desired
total duration of observation, total predicted SNR in a specific band or other parameters and the scheduling tool will use
that as the input for allocating time. These targets will of course still have some scheduling constraints, such as those due
to Sun exclusion angle. These requests will generally be scheduled between time-critical observations and, in doing so,
will allow for algorithmic time allocation to maximise science utility, science return, and keep the spacecraft flexible to
re-schedule the mission as needed.
In order to manage the various bookings from multiple users and science cases within the science surveys the scheduler

will consider relevant priority. Priority will be an important aspect to the efficiency and viability of the scheduling tool and
is not as simple as time criticality but will attempt to represent fairness. Users should not expect to be able to utilise only
time critical bookings to exploit the system. Flexible bookings explained previously will be given a completion date that
constrains their flexibility and user bookings will be reviewed against their portion booked as time critical to understand
the impact on fairness. Furthermore, it is expected that, given the rate of discovery of new targets, that scientists would
welcome the ability to re-prioritise their time allocation and also remove targets that are identified to be less scientifically
interesting. Therefore, an additional degree of flexibility will be needed as well as the ability to quickly rerun the long-term
and short-term schedule.

‡https://github.com/aholinch/sgp4
§https://stardrive.twinkle-spacemission.co.uk
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Figure 3. Example output from the orbital tool on Stardrive. K2-266 hosts a multi-planet system and could be a key target for studies
of transit timing variations with Twinkle. The accessibility of this target changes across the year, with periods with little to no Earth
obscuration existing.

Figure 4. Predicted transits computed within the scheduling tool to allow scientists to identify observations of choice. The target shown
in K2-266 d, a potential target for studies related to transit timing variations, which has five transits which are observable with Twinkle
in 2025. Gaps in the light curves are due to Earth obscuration and stray light constraints. For this science case, capturing the ingress and
egress of the transits is critical and the tool allows users to understand which observing window(s) are best. TwinkleRad has been used
to model the expected white light curve performance for Ch0. The transit light curve was modelled using PyLightcurve20 and random
Gaussian scatter added to the data points based on the predicted photometric uncertainties. We note that Ch1 will also have a white light
curve, captured simultaneously, but this is not plotted here.
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4. SCIENCE WITH TWINKLE
Twinkle’s ability to provide simultaneous spectroscopic coverage between 0.5 and 4.5 𝜇m is driven by the requirement
to characterise exoplanet atmospheres, but also facilitates many other science investigations including study of Solar
System objects and protoplanetary discs. During the first three years of operation, two large survey programmes will be
implemented. The first of these will focus on extrasolar targets while the second will be dedicated to studying objects
within our own Solar System.
The science programmes of these two surveys are defined entirely by the researchers who join the mission. Each survey

will have thousands of hours of telescope time, allowing for structured population-level studies to be undertaken. By
allowing scientists to dedicate large amounts of time to individual science cases, Twinkle will enable researchers to answer
fundamental questions about the formation and evolution of star and planetary systems in our galaxy. In the run-up to
launch, they will collaboratively explore uses for the spacecraft with support provided by BSSL in the form of the Stardrive
platform and the tools discussed in Section 3. Here we present some of the science endeavours that Twinkle could contribute
to, with a focus on the extrasolar survey and some of the interests of the current members.

4.1 Extrasolar Survey
Twinkle will have the capability to acquire data which enables a wide variety of extrasolar science. It will provide high-
quality infrared spectroscopic characterisation of the atmospheres of hundreds of bright exoplanets, covering a wide range
of planetary types. It will also be capable of providing phase curves for hot, short-period planets around bright stars targets
and of providing ultra-precise photometric light curves to accurately constrain orbital parameters, including ephemerides
and TTVs/TDVs present in multi-planet systems.

Characterising Proto-planetary Discs: Twinkle’s wide wavelength coverage will allow it to study planetary discs
via the infrared excess seen compared to the star’s expected spectral energy distribution. These discs are the first stage of
planetary formation, so detecting and characterising them provides a crucial snapshot which helps develop our understanding
of planet formation processes. Twinkle observations will allow for the characterisation of the composition of these
discs, enhancing our understanding of the repartition of elements, the metallicity, the carbon-to-oxygen (C/O) ratio, and
constraining the presence of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs),19,21 all of which can act as tracers for formation
pathways.22,23

Characterising Stars and Brown Dwarfs: Data from Twinkle offers the potential to exquisitely characterise stars
and brown dwarfs. The Twinkle stellar characterisation working group is exploring how observations from the mission
can be used to more precisely determine the fundamental properties of exoplanet host stars, which is ultimately essential
to understanding the physical properties of the planets and their atmospheres. Long-term observations covering both the
visible and the near-infrared offer the chance to measure the variability of stars, helping to constraint flaring rates and
to reveal the presence of star spots and faculae. While Twinkle could collect these data for any stars of interest, these
observations would be particularly useful if taken for planet hosting stars as they would help determine the effect the spots
and faculae have on transmission spectra of the planet to avoid biasing atmospheric constraints.24 Twinkle could also be
utilised to study brown dwarfs, measuring their thermal emission which has been shown to be highly variable as the rotation
of these objects brings more and less cloudy regions into view.25–27

Transit Timing: The white light curves from Twinkle’s two spectroscopic channels will facilitate precise transit timing
measurements. One application of this is the study of transit timing variations (TTVs) due to interactions of bodies
in a multi-planet system. Studying these TTVs can reveal the planets’ masses and constrain the eccentricities of their
orbits, helping us to better understand the planets’ internal compositions and the dynamical process of their formation
and evolution. One key target of interest is likely to be the K2-266 system, in which TTVs have already been spotted.18
The Twinkle TTV working group was recently awarded time on CHEOPS (PN: AO3-08, PI: Ing-Guey Jiang) to observe
transits of K2-266 d and e. These data will already give better constraints on the interactions between the planets in this
system but, when combined with Twinkle data, could yield even more precise results due to the increased baseline. Work
is ongoing to identify further targets of interest for this science case. Furthermore, Twinkle data could be utilised to search
for orbital decay or precession,28–30 for which a long baseline is again critical. With Spitzer no longer operating, CHEOPS
only providing visible data, and HST or JWST time unlikely to be granted purely for this science case, Twinkle’s infrared
spectrometer will be unique in its ability to provide measurements of the timing of secondary eclipses which will be useful
in distinguishing between decay and precession models.29,30
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Figure 5. Twinkle can view targets that are within 40 ◦ of the ecliptic plane. Shown here are the currently-known transiting exoplanets.
(purple), and planet candidates from TESS (yellow), that lie within Twinkle’s Field of Regard (FoR). The size of the points is correlated
with the host star’s magnitude in the K band, with brighter stars appearing as large circles.

Atmospheric Characterisation: By undertaking a structured spectroscopic survey of a multitude of planets, Twinkle
will provide the first detailed population studies of exoplanetary atmospheres. These homogeneous datasets will enable the
expected chemical trends with bulk parameters to be tested, helping to unravel the complex process of planetary formation
and evolution. These studies will build upon the work that has already been done with the Hubble Space Telescope and
Spitzer31–35 as well as those that will be conductedwith JWST in the coming years. Through transit and eclipse spectroscopy,
Twinkle will be capable of identifying and constraining molecules within the atmospheres of exoplanets,6 further enhancing
our understanding of these worlds. Twinkle’s wavelength coverage will give it access to numerous absorption and emission
features. Molecules to which Twinkle is sensitive include H2O and NH3, carbon-bearing species such as CO, CO2, CH4
and HCN, as well as metal oxides and hydrides (e.g. FeH, TiO, VO).
As shown in Figure 5, there are a multitude of exoplanets within Twinkle’s FoR and over hundred of these currently-

known planets are suitable for study with Twinkle. The many planet candidates from TESS offer further opportunities
for atmospheric studies, but Twinkle could also be utilised to validate these by using the white light curves to conduct
multi-band photometry. Twinkle will characterise the atmospheres of a diverse population of planets, from temperate
Super-Earths to Ultra-Hot Jupiters, with the aim of uncovering chemical trends. As an example, a simulated emission
spectrum of the ultra-hot Jupiter KELT-7 b36 is given in Figure 6. However, each science theme of the Twinkle extrasolar
survey is not necessarily distinct and exploiting overlaps between them will help maximise the science yield of the mission.
For instance, while K2-266 d is not a stand-out target for atmospheric characterisation with Twinkle, if transits are taken to
study TTVs in the system they may also allow for the atmosphere to be characterised as shown in Figure 6.

Complementarity with Other Facilities: Twinkle will be highly complementary to flagship facilities developed by
major space agencies. For instance, there will be a significant overlap in the operational timelines for JWST and Twinkle.
Given that observing time on JWST will be extremely competitive, Twinkle could be utilised to help identify particularly
interesting targets which can then be re-observed with JWST, optimising the usage of its time. Furthermore, some targets
will not need the extreme sensitivity that JWST offers and so Twinkle can be utilised to observe objects for which the use of
JWST time cannot be justified. ESA’s Ariel M4 mission will conduct a survey of around a thousand exoplanet atmospheres
from 2029 onwards, with a wavelength range extending to 7.8 𝜇m. The results of the Twinkle exoplanet survey will be
highly valuable for informing the Ariel target selection and thus increasing the overall science yield of the mission.12,13, 43
Additionally, Twinkle’s low resolution spectroscopy from space will complement the high resolution spectroscopy being
conducted from the ground.44–47
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Figure 6. Simulated atmospheric spectra from Twinkle. Left: emission spectrum of KELT-7 b, based on constraints from current
observations,37 simulated for a single eclipse observation with Twinkle and shown at the standard read-out resolution. Observations of
a population of similar planets will allow for studies into potential chemical trends to be undertaken. Right: while K2-266 d is far from
a prime atmospheric target for Twinkle, if transits are taken to study TTVs in the system they will also allow for the atmosphere to be
characterised. For this spectrum, five transits are simulated and the data have been spectral binned; the resolution has been halved in Ch0
(0.5 - 2.43 𝜇m) while three spectral points have been combined for Ch1 (2.43 - 4.5 𝜇m). The native spectrum, to which Gaussian scatter
was added, is shown in grey. Both forward models were produced using TauRex 338 using linelists from39–42

.

4.2 Solar System Survey
Twinkle will also conduct a survey of objects within our Solar System. The rapid pointing and tracking capabilities of the
spacecraft will enable the observation of objects including asteroids, comets, the outer planets and their moons. Twinkle is
capable of providing an infrared spectroscopic population study of asteroids and comets to study their surface composition,7
following up on hundreds of targets detected by surveys such as the Vera C. Rubin Observatory’s Legacy Survey of Space
and Time (LSST)48,49 and the Near-Earth Object Surveyor Mission (NEOSM).50 Furthermore, Twinkle will be able to
obtain high-SNR spectra of major solar system bodies within very brief exposure times.8 Its wavelength coverage and
position above the atmosphere make it particularly well-suited for studying infrared spectral features that are obscured by
telluric lines from the ground, including hydration features, organics, silicates and CO2.

5. CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK
BSSL, Airbus and ABB are currently further detailing the design of the Twinkle mission. Key ongoing work includes
refining the payload interfaces, the sizing of the field and cold stops, and complex thermal analysis of the spacecraft. BSSL
is continuing to develop cutting-edge software to model scientific performance of the engineering design for scientists to
interpret which will further enable the design to be thoroughly tested and validated. This focus on providing the tools
needed by scientists to model the performance of the mission for their science cases of interest is fundamental to the design
process and helps build on the industry specialisms responsible for spacecraft design.
The members of Twinkle’s extrasolar survey are developing ideas on the ways in which the spacecraft can be utilised

and are defining the survey’s major science themes. Additionally, the Twinkle Science Team is, in co-ordination with BSSL,
helping to develop the operational structure and policies of the survey. These will ensure that the surveys are undertaken
with a collaborative spirit that maximises their efficiencies and provides opportunities for early career researchers to be at
the forefront of the science definition and, once in orbit, data exploitation.
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