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Abstract
Ultrasound was employed to increase the growth rate of bacterial cells attached to surfaces.
Staphylococcus epidermidis, Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Escherichia coli cells adhered to and
grew on a polyethylene surface in the presence of ultrasound. It was found that low frequency
ultrasound (70 kHz) of low acoustic intensity (<2 W/cm2) increased the growth rate of the cells
compared to growth without ultrasound. However, at high intensity levels, cells were partially
removed from the surface. Ultrasound also enhanced planktonic growth of S. epidermidis and other
planktonic bacteria. It is hypothesized that ultrasound increases the rate of transport of oxygen and
nutrients to the cells and increases the rate of transport of waste products away from the cells, thus
enhancing their growth.

INTRODUCTION
Ultrasound is defined as acoustic energy or sound waves with frequencies above 20 kHz.
Ultrasonication is commonly thought to be detrimental to cell growth; however, cells can grow
in low intensity insonation due to the following properties of ultrasound: 1) its ability to increase
the transport of small molecules in solution, and 2) its inability to completely remove cells (or
even non-living particles) from surfaces. Although the former aspect is well known, the latter
is not; and in fact its antithesis is commonly accepted – the misconception that ultrasound is
very efficient at removing cells and particles from surfaces.

Ultrasound increases transport of small molecules in a liquid solution by increasing the
convection in an otherwise stagnant or relatively slow moving fluid (1–4). The boundary layer
of stagnant fluid adjacent to a solid surface creates a resistance to the transport of small
molecules to the surface. Increased convection reduces the thickness of this boundary layer
with a concurrent increase in transport to the surface. To increase the growth rate of cells on a
surface, it is often desirable to increase the transport of oxygen and nutrients to the cells as
well as to increase the transport of cellular waste products away from the cells.

Ultrasound increases convection in liquid by at least two mechanisms. The first is acoustic
streaming flow in which momentum from directed propagating sound waves is transferred to
the liquid, causing the liquid to flow in the direction of the sound propagation. Acoustic
streaming increases with insonation intensity, and there are reports of acoustic streaming flow
at velocities as high as 14 cm/s (5). Thus any amount of ultrasound in a liquid produces
additional convective transport from acoustic streaming.

The second and more notable mechanism of enhancing convection is known as micro-
streaming, and is produced by cavitating gas bubbles in the liquid (2,3,5–8). The cycles of low
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and high acoustic pressure cause the gas bubbles to expand and shrink, which in turn creates
shear flow around the oscillating bubbles (3). Stable cavitation results when the acoustic
intensity is sufficiently low that the bubbles do not collapse completely during their contraction
cycle. The onset of stable cavitation greatly increases convective transport; such transport
increases with increasing acoustic intensity as larger and more numerous cavitation bubbles
form and the amplitude of oscillation increases.

A stable cavitation bubble near a bacteria on a surface or near planktonic bacteria interacts
with the liquid and bacteria in many ways. If a planktonic bacterium is more dense than the
surrounding liquid, there is a radiation pressure which propels the bacterium toward the
oscillating bubble (3). As the bacterium approaches the bubble, it experiences a radiation torque
that causes the bacterium to rotate. It also enters an oscillating and swirling velocity field with
fairly high shear rates (velocity gradients). Table 1 gives some examples of velocities and shear
rates experienced by a bacterium near an oscillating bubble. The high shear rates at higher
frequencies and displacement amplitudes are indicative of high mass transfer, especially
compared to diffusion through a stagnant liquid.

An oscillating bubble adjacent to or attached to a solid surface also creates local micro-
streaming. Elder shows that oscillating bubbles attached to a surface create strong flows toward
or away from the bubble (and surface), depending upon the fluid viscosity and oscillation
amplitude (2).

As the acoustic intensity continues to increase, collapse cavitation begins to occur and thus
convection increases dramatically. Collapse (also called inertial or transient) cavitation is
produced when the bubble radius is reduced to near zero during the contraction cycle (1). The
sudden collapse produces a shock wave, and the adiabatic compression of the gas produces
temperatures on the order of 5000 K, which in turn can fragment water and other molecules
into free radicals.

High intensity (high power density, > 2 W/cm2) and low frequency (< 100 kHz) ultrasound is
commonly used to clean solid surfaces such as the surfaces of glassware, metallic instruments,
plastic parts, and more (9–13). Ultrasonic “cleaners” are commonly found in laboratories and
industrial settings for such purposes. The mechanism by which dust and particles are removed
from these solid surfaces is commonly believed to be related to cavitational events and the
related shear forces adjacent to the surface (1,9,13,14). High intensities of ultrasound create
cavitation bubbles in the liquid adjacent to the surface, or in the narrow volume between the
surface and loosely attached “dirt” particles (15). The rapid expansion and contraction of these
bubbles can cause extreme fluid shear forces that can dislodge particles from the surface. For
example, Maisonhaute et al. affirm that in their experiments with a sonicating horn, collapsing
bubbles reside from 40 to 80 nm from the surface (9). They calculate that the shear stress in
the gap between the bubble and surface is on the order of 2.5 to 5 MPa, much higher than the
shear stresses presented in Table 1.

During transient cavitation very near a surface, the collapsing bubble is distorted into a non-
spherical shape, causing a high velocity jet of liquid to impinge on the surface, shearing off
any particles (1).

High intensity ultrasound is commonly used to remove bacterial cells from surfaces (12,13,
16–21). However, even at very high power levels, not all of the bacteria are removed. One
group investigated application of ultrasound to one end of a pipe to remove a biofilm of Proteus
mirabilis from the lumen of the pipe (12). They quantified the removal of bacterial mass with
infrared absorptiometry and found that the ultrasound propagated axially with sufficient power
to partially strip the bacteria from the entire length (50 cm) of the pipe. However, even with
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frequencies around 100 kHz and intensities approaching 40 W/cm2, they were only able to
remove up to 87.5% of the bacteria from 50-centimeter long tubes.

Zips et al. used 38 kHz ultrasound to detach Pseudomonas diminuta biofilms from reverse
osmosis membranes (13). They placed a point source of ultrasound at varying distances from
a 1-cm2 membrane, and the power of the source was varied. The results indicated that even at
their highest power densities, only 95% of the bacteria were removed. They attributed the
detachment of the bacteria to collapse cavitation. Another research group found that 40 kHz
ultrasound removed only 83% of bacteria from biofilms in a simulated food processing
equipment (21).

High intensity (>10 W/cm2) ultrasound is known to lyse bacterial and eucaryotic cells on
surfaces and in suspension, which is the principle behind the cell “disrupter” commonly found
in laboratories (22–28). Cavitational events are thought to lyse the cells or greatly increase the
permeability of their membranes, thus spilling their contents. Therefore high intensity
ultrasound can kill cells in addition to partially removing them from surfaces. Because
cavitation is usually more intense at low frequencies, low frequency ultrasound is commonly
used to perturb or disrupt cell membranes and lyse cells (22,23,25,27,29–31).

The hypothesis underlying this research is that ultrasound can increase the growth rate of cells
on surfaces and in suspension, presumably by increasing the transport of oxygen and nutrients
to the cells. Obviously cell removal by ultrasound is not desired, but some degree of cell
removal or cell death could be allowed as long as the enhanced rate of cell growth was greater
than the rate of cell removal.

This research differs significantly from previous work in our lab that was aimed at killing
bacterial cells on surfaces or in suspension using the combination of ultrasound and antibiotics
(32–41). In that previous work, antibiotics are required to kill the cells during the exposure to
ultrasound.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Organisms

This work employed three species of bacteria, all of which are known to colonize surfaces.
They were Staphylococcus epidermidis (strain RP62A, ATCC #35984), Pseudomonas
aeruginosa (ATCC #27853) and Escherichia coli (ATCC #10798). They were stored as frozen
cultures and inoculated onto nutrient plates weekly. Tryptic soy broth (TSB) was inoculated
with one colony from the plate, and a culture was grown overnight at 37°C with shaking. In
some cases involving growth of S. epidermidis, 0.25 wt% glucose was added to the TSB.

Materials and Methods
Polymer rods of high density polyethylene were selected for this study as an exemplary material
for the adhesion and growth of bacteria on a surface. The rods had a diameter of 0.12 cm and
were approximately 15 cm long. In test tubes filled with 2 ml of TSB, the bottom 0.80 cm of
the rod was exposed to the bacterial suspension or sterile nutrient broth.

New rods were prepared by cleaning them with ethanol in an ultrasonic bath. Before the rods
were used in these experiments, they were sterilized in an autoclave for twenty minutes. To
re-use the rods, the rod surfaces were scrubbed with soap, processed in ethanol in the ultrasonic
bath after each use, and then autoclaved just prior to the next experiment. The rods were reused
several times during the course of these experiments. SEM micrographs of the rods before and
after one ultrasonic exposure showed no discernible difference in the surface morphology.
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Ultrasound was delivered with a Sonicor SC100 ultrasonic bath (Copiaque, NY) operating at
70 kHz. A test tube rack inside the bath supported glass test tubes containing the rods, and a
hydrophone (Bruel and Kjaer, model 8103, Naerum, DK) placed inside a test tube was used to
quantify the intensity applied to each location within the rack in the ultrasonic bath. The
ultrasonic intensity inside a test tube was measured before and after each experiment as
described previously (42).

Initial Adhesion to the Rods—A 24-h S. epidermidis culture was diluted 1 to 1000 into
fresh TSB, and then incubated at 37°C for 4 h, which allowed the cells to grow up to a
concentration of about 105 cells/mL. Then 2 ml of cell culture were pipetted into each of 8 test
tubes, and a clean polyethylene rod was placed into each test tube. Four of the tubes were placed
into a sonicating bath at 37°C at specified power densities, while the other 4 tubes were placed
into a 37°C incubator on an orbital shaker set at 70 rpm. The rods were exposed to the culture
for 1 h, after which the rods were rinsed with three 2-ml washes of physiological saline solution
(PSS) to remove non-adherent bacteria.

Assessment by stripping and plate counting—A standard procedure for stripping
bacteria from surfaces followed by plate counting was used in these experiments. It involved
the use of ultrasound at higher power densities (2 – 4 W/cm2) and probably did not remove
100% of the bacteria, but the procedure removed a consistent percentage and thus could be
used to compare the relative amounts of bacteria adherent under different conditions. After
each rod was rinsed with PSS to remove the planktonic bacteria, it was placed into another test
tube filled with 2 ml of PSS. The test tubes were placed into an ultrasonic bath and exposed
for 30 minutes to power densities set for stripping bacteria (2 – 4 W/cm2). Then the rods were
removed and the bacterial concentration of the resulting suspension was measured by standard
plate counting techniques in which the suspension was serially diluted and plated on nutrient
agar plates. Colonies were counted after 48 h of incubation at 37°C.

Assessment by toluidine blue staining—The presence of bacteria and
exopolysaccharides in a biofilm on the rods was measured by using the following modification
of a staining procedure described previously (43,44). After the rods were subjected to the
bacterial growth procedure, they were rinsed by submersion into a test tube containing 2 ml of
PSS. Then the rod was then placed in 2 ml of Carnoy’s solution (60% ethanol, 30% CHCl3,
10% glacial acetic acid) for 10 minutes. Next the rod was placed in 2 ml of 1% toluidine blue
stain for 1 h, followed by a brief rinse in a test tube containing 2 ml of PSS. Then the rod was
placed into 1 ml of 0.2 M NaOH at 80ºC for 1 h, after which the rod was removed and the
absorbance of the remaining solution was measured at 590 nm in a spectrophotometer. The
absorbance generated from a clean rod subjected to the same procedure was used as a control.
Because toluidine blue stains both the cells and exopolysaccharides, the difference between
the absorbance obtained from a test rod and the control rod was considered proportional to the
amount of biofilm on the rod.

In some experiments with S. epidermidis and E. coli, the biofilm was sufficiently dense such
that it could not be removed from the rod in the NaOH digestion above. In these cases, the blue
stain remained on the rod and was photographed.

Planktonic suspensions—An overnight culture of bacteria in TSB was diluted 1:1000 in
fresh TSB and grown at 37°C for 2 h (S. epidermidis) or 3 h (E. coli and P. aeruginosa). The
culture was separated into individual test tubes containing 2 ml growing culture. Half of these
tubes were placed in the ultrasonicating bath, and the other half were incubated without
ultrasound. At regular time intervals, samples were withdrawn, serially diluted, and plate
counted.
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RESULTS
S. epidermidis

The results of the one-hour exposure of the polyethylene rods to S. epidermidis are detailed in
Figure 1. The x-axis of the graph indicates the various intensities of ultrasound under which
the rods were exposed to the bacteria. The y-axis indicates the quantity of S. epidermidis
adhered to the rod. Data from 4 repeat experiments are presented. Within the scatter inherent
in these experiments, the rods showed similar initial adherence under all intensities of
ultrasound, including those rods exposed to bacteria in the absence of ultrasound. These data
indicate that ultrasound over the range examined (up to 2 W/cm2) did not prevent bacterial
adhesion.

Subsequent experiments were conducted at 2 W/cm2 (vs. no ultrasound) in which the
concentration of bacteria in the suspension was varied from 103 to 105 CFU/ml to see if bacterial
concentration made any difference in the amount of adhesion. Although more adhesion was
observed at higher concentrations, there were no statistically significant differences (p > 0.1)
in adhesion with and without ultrasound at any of these concentrations. Adhesion appears to
occur independently of ultrasonic intensity at these low frequencies and low power densities.

To assess S. epidermidis biofilm growth, rods were exposed to S. epidermidis suspended in
TSB with 0.25 wt% glucose for 16 h at 2 W/cm2. These experiments allowed for significant
growth of the biofilms in the incubated control rods and showed that the rods exposed to the
bacteria growing with glucose under ultrasound grew thicker and more uniform biofilms. These
biofilms were so thick that the digestion step of the toluidine blue technique did not
quantitatively remove all the biofilm, and thus could not be used. However, for bacteria grown
in glucose for 16 h, the difference in the biofilms was visually obvious. In three experiments
of six rods each, all experiments showed significantly more biofilm on the rods exposed under
ultrasound than those incubated without ultrasound. Figure 2 shows some representative
photographs of the stained biofilms on the polyethylene rods in two of these experiments. The
insonated rods are on the left of each panel, and the incubated rods are on the right of each
panel. In these photographs it can be seen that some biofilm grew on the incubated rods. The
biofilms on the insonated rods, however, were stained more darkly and uniformly over the
exposed surface of the rod.

An experiment was designed to insure that outside influences were not causing the incubated
rods to grow less biofilm than the insonated rods. Two possibilities for experimental artifacts
existed that required examination: 1) perhaps a reduced oxygen supply in the cell incubator
apparatus (which is basically a closed box) decreased the rate of biofilm formation compared
to the rods in the ultrasonic bath (open to atmosphere); 2) the incubated rods were swirled at
100 rpm on an orbital shaker (to assist in good transport of oxygen), but perhaps the swirling
was inhibiting good biofilm growth. These two possibilities were tested by adding two control
groups to the experiment. The first possibility was tested by placing another group of rods in
the constant temperature water bath that was supplying 37ºC water to the ultrasonic bath, and
outside of both the incubator apparatus and the sonicating bath. The second possibility was
examined by placing one group of rods in the incubator, but this group was not placed on the
orbital shaker. These two control groups allowed analysis of the effects of the incubator’s
atmosphere and shaker upon the experiments.

The results of these experiments showed that all of the above groups grown without ultrasound
grew similar minimal biofilms, yet rods insonated at 2 W/cm2 grew visually thicker biofilms.
The results indicated that neither shaking nor enclosing the incubator apparatus significantly
influenced biofilm growth. The observation that these procedures do not produce experimental
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artifacts improves the reliability of the results indicating that ultrasound enhances biofilm
formation.

Other bacterial species
Since the ultrasound enhanced biofilm formation, these experiments were repeated on two
other bacterial species. Experiments with E. coli were conducted for 24 h to insure sufficient
biofilm formation since E. coli does not form biofilms as quickly as does S. epidermidis RP62A.
In triplicate experiments with E. coli, the toluidine blue assay showed a significant increase in
biofilm formation for the biofilms grown in the presence of 2 W/cm2 ultrasound.

The P. aeruginosa experiments were extended to 48 h to insure sufficient biofilm formation
since P. aeruginosa biofilms grow slower than the other two species. The rods exposed to
ultrasound were also exposed to 2 W/cm2 70 kHz ultrasound, but the ultrasound was pulsed
in a 1:5 duty cycle. Ultrasound was delivered in a 100 millisecond pulse of 70 kHz ultrasound,
and the pulse was repeated each 500 milliseconds for 48 h. The stained rods were not as visually
disparate as the other bacterial biofilms, yet some biofilm could be seen on some of the
insonated rods, while none could be seen on any of the incubated rods. The results of the
toluidine blue assay are shown in Figure 3.

Statistical tests (t-test comparison of means) determined that more stain was associated with
biofilm on the insonated rods than the non-insonated rods (p < 0.1, n=8). It should also be noted
that the averages of the samples increased with increasing ultrasound, and while large variations
existed within the insonated group, all of the values but one were larger than those of the
incubated group. These results would indicate that P. aeruginosa biofilm growth is also
accelerated by ultrasound.

Planktonic Suspensions
Planktonic cultures of bacteria showed normal growth during the experiments, but consistently
more growth was observed when exposed to ultrasound than when incubated without
ultrasound. Figure 4 shows the mean and 95% confidence intervals from 4 replicates of S.
epidermidis growing in TSB; half of the test tubes were incubated while the others were
exposed to 3 W/cm2 at 70 kHz. Experiments with the other two species also showed enhanced
planktonic growth under ultrasonic exposure (data not shown). For example, E. coli after
growing 3 h in 70 kHz ultrasound had an average planktonic concentration of 8.5 x 107 CFU/
ml, whereas without ultrasound the average concentration was 4.8 x 107 CFU/ml. These
differences are statistically significant (n=4, p=0.050). Likewise for P. aeruginosa there was
an average planktonic concentration of 4.8 x 107 CFU/ml after 3 h of insonation, whereas
without ultrasonication there was an average planktonic concentration of 3.5 x 107 CFU/ml
after 3 h. These differences are also statistically significant (n=4, p=0.047).

DISCUSSION
The data presented above conclusively show that bacterial biofilms grow better in the presence
of the low intensity and low frequency ultrasound explored in these experiments. The growth
of planktonic cultures also appears to be enhanced by ultrasound. Bacteria even adhere to
surfaces during exposure to ultrasound. To our knowledge, studies of bacterial adhesion under
conditions of ultrasound have not been published; therefore, the above results indicating that
ultrasound does not prevent initial bacterial adhesion are not necessarily contrary to previous
literature, although one report proposed the possibility that ultrasound could prevent adhesion
(13). Since ultrasound is commonly used to strip bacteria from surfaces, a common
misconception is that ultrasound might also be expected to prevent biofilm formation and even
to reduce bacterial growth. Several reasons exist as to why our observation of the opposite does
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not blatantly contradict past science. The main explanation for our unexpected observation is
related to the intensity of the ultrasound. The literature reports that the ultrasound used to strip
biofilms employed much higher ultrasonic intensities than our present research used (≤2 W/
cm2).

Zips et al. observed partial removal of bacteria from reverse osmosis membranes when they
used a 2-W transducer that was placed very close to the membrane (13). Mott et al. used
insonation intensities higher than 20 W/cm2 to strip bacteria from pipes (12). Oulahal-Lagsir
et al. could only remove 83% of bacteria from food processing equipment with 40 kHz
ultrasound (21).

Current thought on ultrasound stripping of bacteria is that the ultrasound simply creates shear
forces in the biofilm next to the surface (13). These shear forces are thought to disrupt the
interaction of the cells and their exopolysaccharides with the surface. Since 2-W/cm2

ultrasound was incapable of stripping mature S. epidermidis biofilms used in this research, the
shear forces created by the ultrasound apparently were not strong enough to disrupt all of the
biofilm-surface interactions. The research done by Zips et al. did show that the intensity of the
ultrasound determined the amount of the biofilm that was stripped, showing a sort of dose-
response effect over the range examined (13). Perhaps higher intensities of ultrasound would
have removed the mature biofilm, but increased ultrasonic intensities also may have killed the
bacteria. The threshold between promoting growth and killing cells remains to be determined,
but we estimate that it is between 1 and 50 W/cm2, depending upon the species of bacteria.

An interesting possibility exists for the mechanism of ultrasound enhancement of biofilm
formation. Many researchers have theorized that a nutrient concentration gradient exists within
the bacterial biofilms (45–47). The mass-transfer resistance of the exopolymers in the biofilm
slows the bacterial growth rate. Using mathematical models, ultrasound is predicted to increase
the transport of small molecules within biofilms (41). Subsequent experimental work verified
that ultrasound at 100 W/cm2 40 kHz or at 2 W/cm2 70 kHz significantly increased mass
transport through biofilms (48,49).

The fact that ultrasound increased biofilm growth in S. epidermidis, E. coli, and P.
aeruginosa indicates that the phenomena may be applicable to many, if not all cells. It is true
that the ultrasound apparently increased the biofilm growth to a greater extent with S.
epidermidis bacteria than with the other two species, and that the ultrasound increased the
biofilm growth more in the E. coli experiments than the P. aeruginosa experiments. While the
differences in growth were more pronounced in certain species (such as S. epidermidis), these
differences could be due to differences in the normal metabolic growth rates of the bacteria
without ultrasound. For example, under our laboratory conditions the biofilm growth rate
without ultrasound decreases in the order of S. epidermidis > E. coli > P. aeruginosa. The most
significant fact is that all three species demonstrated an increase in biofilm and planktonic
growth during application of 2 W/cm2 ultrasound at 70 kHz.

The application of ultrasound to enhance the growth of cells has numerous possible
applications. Of obvious application is the more rapid growth of bacteria and other cells in the
lab for research purposes. However, perhaps the most beneficial applications are found in the
production of pharmaceuticals, medicines, and tissues from cell culture. Currently E. coli
containing recombinant DNA is used to produce medicinal proteins such as growth hormones
and other regulatory factors. Eucaryotic cells are also cultured and harvested to obtain viruses,
hormones, proteins, and other biomolecules used in medicine or industry. An increased rate of
cellular growth will increase the production and lower the costs of such naturally produced
biomolecules.
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Another medical application of this technology would be its extension to promoting growth in
eucaryotic cells such as the growth of human cells for replacement tissues. Replacement tissues
of current interest are skin cells (for burn patients), chondrocytes (for cartilage replacement in
joints, nose, ears, etc.), nerve cells and other neural tissues (to replace or reconnect damages
nerves), cardiac tissue cells (for victims of heart attack or heart valve failure), endothelial cells
(to line artificial or bioartificial blood vessels), liver and pancreatic cells (to replace diseased
organs), muscle cells (to replace damaged or lost muscle), and more. In nearly all these
examples of replacement tissue growth, the cells are harvested from the donor and seeded onto
a solid substrate such as degradable fibers and initially grown in vitro without a blood supply
to provide nourishment. We postulate that ultrasound can increase the diffusion of nutrients
and oxygen into the cellular aggregate, allowing tissue cultures to be grown thicker and faster.
In many systems the nutrient penetration into the tissue is the limiting factor in the number of
layers of cells that can be grown on the substrate. Therefore ultrasound can be used to enhance
this transport and increase the growth rate of these tissues, allowing burn patients, accident
victims, and heart attack patients, and even children with birth defects to be healed faster.

Another application may be in biocultures of yeasts, bacteria and other higher organisms that
transform one chemical compound into another. Such an example is ethanol production from
corn to provide a fuel source. Another example is bioremediation in which the organisms
metabolize toxic chemicals into harmless substances. In bioremediation the bacteria are often
found in biofilms on solid particles in soil or water. Their enhanced growth via ultrasound
would increase the rate of removal of harmful chemicals.

CONCLUSIONS
Contrary to the common belief that ultrasound will completely clean bacteria from surfaces,
this research found that the initial adhesion of bacteria is unaffected by the presence of
ultrasound. Furthermore, the net biofilm growth is enhanced by low frequency, low intensity
ultrasound. This research found that ultrasound enhanced biofilm growth for E. coli, S.
epidermidis, and P. aeruginosa, and we postulate that other bacterial species would also behave
similarly. The species with normally faster growth rates were more affected by ultrasonic
exposure. Since this effect could likely be caused by increased nutrient and waste transport,
there are several interesting applications for these finding. It is possible that ultrasound could
be used to significantly enhance growth rates of procaryotic and eucaryotic cells on surfaces
and in suspension.
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Figure 1.
Adherent bacteria after one hour exposure to 105 CFU/ml S. epidermidis as a function of the
intensity of 70 kHz ultrasound. The points that were not exposed to ultrasound are represented
at the I=0 value on the x-axis.
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Figure 2.
Two sets of S. epidermidis biofilms on polyethylene rods grown for 16 h with and without the
presence of 2 W/cm2 ultrasound. The biofilms are stained with toluidine blue. Rods grown
under ultrasound are in the left of each photo.
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Figure 3.
Absorbance of stained 48-hour P. aeruginosa biofilms from polyethylene rods exposed to 1:5
pulsed 2.2 W/cm2 70kHz ultrasound, 1:5 pulsed 1.5 W/cm2 70 kHz ultrasound, and no
ultrasound.
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Figure 4.
Growth of planktonic S. epidermidis with 70 kHz ultrasound at 3 W/cm2 (circles) and without
ultrasound (triangles). The data are the mean and 95% confidence intervals of 4 replicates.
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Table 1
Velocities, shear rate, and shear stress in water at 37° near an oscillating bubble (3).

Frequency Ambient
bubble radius
(μm)

Amplitude of
outward surface
displacement (μm)

Maximum liquid
velocity at surface
(m/s)

Velocity gradient at
bubble surface (s−1)

Shear Stress
at bubble
surface (Pa)

70 kHz 10 1 0.440 2.48 x 104 17.2
70 kHz 10 2 0.880 9.90 x 104 68.8
70 kHz 10 5 2.20 6.19 x 105 430
70 kHz 50 5 2.20 1.24 x 105 85.9
70 kHz 50 10 4.40 4.95 x 105 344
1 MHz 10 1 6.28 1.34 x 106 928
1 MHz 50 10 62.8 2.67 x 107 1,860
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