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Summary

Objectives: This study aims to describe the demographic and clinical profile and ascertain the determinants of outcome
among hospitalized coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) adult patients enrolled in the National Clinical Registry for
COVID-19 (NCRC).
Methods: NCRC is an on-going data collection platform operational in 42 hospitals across India. Data of hospitalized
COVID-19 patients enrolled in NCRC between 1st September 2020 to 26th October 2021 were examined.
Results: Analysis of 29 509 hospitalized, adult COVID-19 patients [mean (SD) age: 51.1 (16.2) year; male: 18 752 (63.6%)]
showed that 15 678 (53.1%) had at least one comorbidity. Among 25 715 (87.1%) symptomatic patients, fever was the
commonest symptom (72.3%) followed by shortness of breath (48.9%) and dry cough (45.5%). In-hospital mortality was
14.5% (n¼3957). Adjusted odds of dying were significantly higher in age group �60 years, males, with diabetes, chronic
kidney diseases, chronic liver disease, malignancy and tuberculosis, presenting with dyspnoea and neurological symptoms.
WHO ordinal scale 4 or above at admission carried the highest odds of dying [5.6 (95% CI: 4.6–7.0)]. Patients receiving one
[OR: 0.5 (95% CI: 0.4–0.7)] or two doses of anti-SARS CoV-2 vaccine [OR: 0.4 (95% CI: 0.3–0.7)] were protected from in-hospital
mortality.
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Conclusions: WHO ordinal scale at admission is the most important independent predictor for in-hospital death in
COVID-19 patients. Anti-SARS-CoV2 vaccination provides significant protection against mortality.

Introduction

Globally, and in India, the pandemic of SARS-CoV-2 has resulted
in unprecedented morbidity and mortality with a detrimental
effect on healthcare systems and economies. As a response to
the pandemic, the ‘National Clinical Registry for COVID-19’ was
initiated by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) in
September 2020, with a broad objective to collect good quality,
real-time data for evidence-based decision-making in clinical
practice, public health program and policy.

Hospital mortality among coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) patients has varied from 19% to 39% across various stud-
ies.1–6 It has been observed that men, elderly (>60 years of age),
and those with comorbidities such as asthma, chronic obstruct-
ive pulmonary disease, tuberculosis (TB), pneumonia, diabetes
mellitus, hypertension, renal, hepatic and cardiac diseases and
individuals with a history of smoking or substance use, history
of kidney transplant are at higher risk of developing severe dis-
ease or progression to death. The factors associated with such
outcomes have been varied; older age being consistent among
many populations while others varied amongst studies.1–8

Indian investigations have reported an association of old
age, presence of diabetes mellitus, presence of severe acute
respiratory infection, raised inflammatory markers including
interleukin-6, ferritin, lactate dehydrogenase and d-dimer
with the progression of COVID and/or related in-hospital
mortality.9–12 Majority of these studies enrolled a small number
of participants located at a single centre. Here, we present data
from a large cohort of hospitalized COVID-19 patients from 42
hospitals across the country.

The aim of this analysis is to study the demographic profile,
clinical characteristics, and outcomes among hospitalized
COVID-19 adult patients, enrolled in the National Clinical
Registry for COVID-19 (NCRC) and to ascertain the factors asso-
ciated with predefined outcomes.

Methods

The National Clinical Registry for COVID-19 (NCRC) is a platform
for on-going prospective data collection, developed and main-
tained by ICMR in collaboration with the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare (MOHFW), Government of India, All India
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi (AIIMS) and the ICMR-
National Institute of Medical Statistics (NIMS). The structure
and protocol of the registry are available in the public domain
(https://www.icmr. gov.in/tab1ar1.html). A hub and spoke
model has been adopted for this registry. In the beginning, an
expression of intent was invited for participation in the registry
network; willing hospitals were screened based on a site feasi-
bility matrix. A steering committee with subject experts guides
the conduct of the registry and suggests solutions to roadblocks,
if any. A monitoring committee consisting of institutional prin-
cipal investigators oversees the progress of the registry and
explores newer ideas and initiatives, to keep the registry dy-
namic. The central implementation team at ICMR headquarters
remains responsible for the overall execution of the project.

Across the network of NCRC, participating hospitals
recruited consecutive in-patients, who had COVID-19 infection

confirmed by real-time polymerase chain reaction, nucleic acid
amplification test or rapid antigen test. Demographic, clinical
and outcome data are collected in an on-going manner by the
NCRC network. A dedicated team at the respective sites is re-
sponsible for data collection and data entry under the supervi-
sion of the institutional primary investigator and the central
implementation team at ICMR. All the researchers were trained
by the central implementation team at ICMR via an online
platform. Regular refresher trainings are conducted in order to

minimize errors and to address the gaps created by change of
personnel in the teams.

Data are collected using a pre-structured case report form
(CRF) and is entered into an electronic portal, which has been
developed and is being maintained by the ICMR-NIMS, Delhi.
The CRFs include socio-demographic information, symptom
and comorbidity profile at the baseline, clinical examination
findings at the time of admission and on alternate days during
the course of hospital stay, results of laboratory investigations
conducted as per the treating physician and the outcomes of
the hospital stay.

The database platform is hosted on a secure server and is
audited by the National Informatics Centre (NIC). Information
contained in the database, the configuration of the information
within the database, as well as the database itself are fully
encrypted. Every client–server data transfer is encrypted
through a valid certificate. Data loss is prevented by frequent
backup runs.

Data analysis

Socio-demographic, clinical, laboratory and hospital outcome
data were analysed; categorical data presented as frequency
and proportions and continuous data as mean (standard devi-
ation) or median (inter-quartile range), as appropriate. Logistic
regression model was used to determine the factors associated
with the outcome of the patients. For the purpose of outcome
analysis, death was defined as death due to any cause of a
COVID-19-positive patient occurring during hospital stay.
Patients who were transferred to another hospital or left against
medical advice were excluded from the outcome analyses,
though their baseline characteristics were analysed. Age, gen-
der, body mass index, pre-existing comorbidities, lag between
symptom onset and admission, laboratory parameters at ad-
mission including lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), ferritin, d-
dimer, C-reactive protein (CRP) and neutrophil to lymphocyte
ratio (NLR), severity assessment by WHO ordinal scale13 and sta-
tus of anti-covid19 vaccination were used as explanatory varia-
bles in univariate analysis. Chi-square test, t-test or rank sum
test was used to examine the association between explanatory
variables and outcome, as appropriate. The variables with the
significant association and those with known clinical or con-
textual importance were included in the multivariate logistic re-
gression model. As laboratory values were available for a
limited number of participants, separate models were used for
each of the biomarkers. Data analysis was carried out using
STATA v14 (College Station, TX, USA).
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Ethical aspects

Approval was obtained from the Central Ethics Committee for
Human Research at ICMR as well as from the respective
Institutional Ethics Committee of each of the participating
centres. Considering the observational nature of the registry,
and the collection of anonymized data being done primarily
from the routine case records of the patients, a waiver of con-
sent was granted by the Ethics Committees.

Results

We present here an analysis of 29 509 hospitalized COVID-19
patients over the age of 18 years who were enrolled in NCRC
from 1st September 2020 till 26th October 2021. The mean 6 SD
age of the study population was 51.1 6 16.2 years; men
(51.1 6 16 years) being similar to that of women (51 6 16.5 years).
Almost three-fourth of the participants were at 40 years of age
or above and two-thirds of the study participants in this group
were men. The mean 6 SD body mass index of the participants
was 24.8 6 4.1 kg/m2, with one-third of the participants being
within normal range, while over 64% were obese or overweight
(Table 1). Four percent of the enrolled study participants were
health care workers.

Of the 29 509 patients enrolled, 3794 (12.9%) were asymptom-
atic at the time of admission and were admitted due to
conditions other than COVID-19 and later diagnosed to have
COVID-19 or developed COVID-19 during the course of hospital-
ization. Among 25 715 (87.1%) patients who were admitted with
symptoms, fever was the most common symptom (72.3%).
Shortness of breath and dry cough was recorded in 48.9% and
45.5% of patients, respectively. Some of the other symptoms
were fatigue (20.7%), cough with sputum (14.5%), sore throat
(13.5%), muscle ache (12.3%) and headache (11.2%)
(Supplementary Figure S1).

Median haemoglobin, leucocytes count, neutrophils and
lymphocytes were largely within normal limits while the in-
flammatory markers were raised (Table 1).

No comorbidities were present in 13 831 (46.9%) patients;
15 678 (53.1%) participants had at least one comorbidity.
Hypertension and diabetes mellitus were the commonest
comorbidities reported among 32.4% and 26.2% of patients, re-
spectively. Chronic cardiac disease and chronic kidney disease
were present among 5.7% and 3.6% of the study participants, re-
spectively. Other diseases including asthma, malignancy,
chronic pulmonary disease, chronic liver disease, stroke, TB,
chronic neurological disease, rheumatologic disease, auto-
immune disease and haematological disorders, HIV infection,
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C infection were each reported in <2%
of patients (Figure 1).

The most commonly used drugs were anticoagulants and
steroids administered to 60.9% and 60% of patients, respective-
ly. Doxycycline, ivermectin, remdesivir and azithromycin were
the other commonly used drugs, while hydroxychloroquine,
oseltavimir, favipiravir, IL-6 inhibitors including tocilizumab or
itolizumab and convalescent plasma each was administered to
<5% of patients. More than half of the admitted patients
(15 922, 54%) required oxygen support during their hospital
course, while 2307 (7.8%) required mechanical ventilation
(Supplementary Table S1).

Figure 2 shows the monthly trend of selected therapies since
the inception of the registry. A marked increase is noticeable in
the use of steroid, oxygen supplementation and remdesivir in
May 2021, coinciding with the second wave of the pandemic in

India dominated by the delta variant of SARS-CoV-2 infection.
The use of hydroxychloroquine considerably declined after
September 2020, while the use of convalescent plasma has been
low throughout.

Outcome data on death or discharge were available for
27 251 patients; 689 patients who left against medical advice
and 1569 patients transferred to other hospitals were excluded
from the outcome analysis. In-hospital deaths were reported in
3957 (14.5%) participants and 23 294 (85.5%) were discharged.
The median duration (IQR) of hospital stay among the study
participants was 7 (5–10) days; 7 (5–10) days among those dis-
charged and 6 (2, 10) days among those who expired (P ¼
<0.001). Out of the 3957 patients who expired, 3418 (86.4%) died
within the first 14 days of hospital stay and 539 (13.6%) died
after 14 days of hospital admission.

Table 1. Demographic, symptom and laboratory profile at the time
of admission (n¼ 29 509)

Characteristic Values

Age groups
18–39 years 7742 (26.2)
40–59 years 11 664 (39.5)
60 year and above 10 103 (34.2)

Gender
Male 18 752 (63.6)
Female 10 754 (36.4)
Transgender 3 (0.01)

Patients who had taken at least one dose of
anti-SARS CoV-2 vaccine, n¼ 7438

909 (12.2)

BMI, kg/m2, mean 6 SD, n¼ 12 046a 24.8 6 4.1
Underweight 361 (3)
Normal 3863 (32.1)
Overweight 2765 (22.9)
Obese 5057 (42)
Symptom onset to admission in days,

Median (IQR)
4 (2–6)

Total bilirubin, mg/dl median (IQR), n¼ 15 091 0.6 (0.4–0.8)
Hemoglobin, g/dl (mean 6 SD), n¼ 18 506 12.2 6 2.2
WBC count (Cells/mm3), median (IQR),

n¼ 18 171
7400 (5200–11 000)

Neutrophils, %, median (IQR), n¼ 16 053 76.5 (65.5–85)
Lymphocytes, %, median (IQR), n¼ 15 971 17 (10–26.6)
Neutrophil to lymphocyte ratio (NLR), median

(IQR), n¼ 15 942
4.4 (2.5–8.5)

Platelet count, 1000s/ml3 median (IQR),
n¼ 18 089

212 (158–278)

Ferritin, ng/ml, median (IQR), n¼ 7166 2059 (1019–3192)
LDH, IU/l, median (IQR), n¼ 8515 400 (265–649)
CRP, mg/dl, median (IQR), n¼ 9962 32 (7.7–90.3)
IL-6, pg/ml median (IQR), n¼ 2192 17 (5.8–53.3)
D-Dimer, mg/l, median (IQR), n¼ 8142 0.6 (0.3–1.9)
WHO ordinal scale on Day 1 of admission,
¼ 26 909

3 13 860 (51.5)
4 9864 (36.7)
5 2580 (9.6)
6 526 (2)
7 79 (0.3)

Values expressed in n (%) unless specified.
aUnderweight: <18.5 kg/m2, normal weight: 18.5–22.9 kg/m2, overweight:

23–24.9 kg/m2, obese: �25 kg/m2. Ref: WHO Expert Consultation Group.14
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Table 2 shows the association of baseline factors with in-
hospital mortality in univariate analysis. Age � 40 years, male
gender, comorbidities such as diabetes mellitus, hypertension,

chronic cardiac disease, chronic kidney disease, chronic liver
disease, malignancy, stroke, and TB as well as respiratory (fast
or difficult breathing) or neurological symptoms (altered

Figure 1. Comorbidity profile of patients, n¼29 509. HIV, human immunodeficiency virus; HBV, hepatitis B virus; HCV, hepatitis C virus.

Figure 2. Trends of selected drugs and oxygen requirements.

50 | QJM: An International Journal of Medicine, 2023, Vol. 116, No. 1

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/qjm

ed/article/116/1/47/6687141 by guest on 20 Septem
ber 2023



sensorium or seizures) at presentation and WHO ordinal scale
of 4 and above were associated with higher mortality. Receipt of
at least one dose of anti-SARS CoV-2 vaccine was associated
with lower mortality as compared to the unvaccinated patients
[114 (13.3%) vs. 1306 (21.9%), P< 0.001]. Median concentrations
of random blood sugar, NLR, LDH, interleukin-6 (IL-6), CRP and
D-dimer were significantly higher among the patients who died
as compared to those who were discharged from hospital
(Table 3).

On sub-group analysis of patients with diabetes mellitus,
malignancy, TB and those admitted with WHO ordinal scale 4
and above, mortality among vaccinated was significantly lower

in each individual subgroup. Among patients with liver disease
and kidney disease, though the mortality was lower among the
vaccinated but the difference was not statistically significant
(not shown in table).

Factors that were significantly associated with mortality in
univariate analysis and those which had clinical relevance were
considered in the multivariate logistic models. Odds of in-
hospital mortality was significantly and independently higher
among patients �40 years, male gender, with diabetes mellitus,
chronic kidney diseases, chronic liver disease, malignancy and
TB, and those who presented with dyspnoea or neurological
symptoms, after being adjusted for other comorbidities such as

Table 2. Proportional mortality among hospitalized COVID-19 patients

Characteristic Mortality (%) Odds ratio (95% CI) P-valuea

Age
18–39 years (n¼ 7169) 529 (7.4) (Reference) –
40–59 years (n¼ 10 760) 1455 (13.5) 2 (1.8–2.2) <0.001
60þ years (n¼9322) 1973 (21.2) 3.4 (3.0–3.7) <0.001

Gender
Male (n¼17 240) 2613 (15.2) 1.2 (1.1–1.2) <0.001
Female (n¼ 10 008) 1344 (13.4) (Reference) –

Vaccinated with anti-SARS CoV-2 vaccine
Unvaccinated (n¼ 5964) 1306 (21.9) (Reference)
Vaccinated with one dose (n¼ 550) 85 (15.5) 0.7 (0.5–0.8) <0.001
Vaccinated with two doses (n¼ 305) 29 (9.5) 0.4 (0.3–0.6) <0.001

Diabetes mellitus
Yes (n¼ 7126) 1397 (19.6) 1.7 (1.6–1.8) <0.001
No (n¼ 20 125) 2560 (12.7) (Reference)

Hypertension
Yes (n¼ 8872) 1686 (19) 1.7 (1.6–1.8) <0.001
No (n¼ 18 379) 2272 (12.4) (Reference)

Chronic cardiac disease
Yes (n¼ 1519) 296 (19.5) 1.5 (1.3–1.7) <0.001
No (n¼ 25 732) 3661 (14.2)

Chronic kidney disease
Yes (n¼ 934) 323 (34.6) 3.3 (2.9–3.8) <0.001
No (n¼ 26 317) 3634 (13.8) (Reference)

Chronic liver disease
Yes (n¼ 250) 80 (32) 2.8 (2.1–3.7) <0.001
No (n¼ 27 001) 3877 (14.4) (Reference)

Malignancy
Yes (n¼ 413) 89 (21.6) 1.6 (1.3–2.1) <0.001
No (n¼ 26 838) 3868 (14.4) (Reference)

Stroke
Yes (n¼ 190) 64 (33.7) 3.0 (2.2–4.1) <0.001
No (n¼ 27 061) 3893 (14.4) (Reference)

Tuberculosis
Yes (n¼ 169) 41 (24.3) 1.9 (1.3–2.7) <0.001
No (n¼ 27 082) 3916 (14.5) (Reference)

Shortness of breath or fast breathing at admission
Yes (n¼ 11 798) 2772 (23.5) 3.7 (3.4–4.0) <0.001
No (n¼ 15 453) 1185 (7.7) (Reference)

Altered sensorium/seizures at admission
Yes (n¼ 412) 185 (44.9) 5.0 (4.1–6.1) <0.001
No (n¼ 26 839) 3772 (14.1) (Reference)

Ordinal scale 4 or above at admission
Yes (n¼ 13 860) 3101 (26.3) 10.3 (9.2–11.4) <0.001
No (n¼ 13 049) 433 (3.4) (Reference)

BMI
Underweight and normal (n¼ 3944) 387 (9.8) (Reference) –
Overweight and obese (n¼ 7307) 766 (10.5) 1.1 (0.9–1.2) 0.26

aP-values calculated by bivariate logistic regression.
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hypertension, chronic cardiac disease, stroke, severity at admis-
sion (WHO ordinal scale) and vaccination status. WHO ordinal
scale being 4 and above at admission carried the highest odds of
dying [5.6 (95% CI: 4.6, 7.0)]. Patients vaccinated with one and
two doses of anti-SARS CoV-2 vaccine had significantly lower
odds of dying [OR: 0.5 (95% CI: 0.4–0.7) for one dose and OR: 0.4
(95% CI: 0.3–0.7) for two doses] (Table 4).

Data available for various baseline laboratory parameters
at baseline were limited (as described in Table 3). Hence, sep-
arate models were tested for each of these parameters. The
odds ratio for all biomarkers including haemoglobin, LDH, IL-
6 and CRP were statistically significant, but marginally over 1.
The odds of death increased by 1.1 for each unit rise in base-
line values of NLR and D-dimer separately [OR: 1.1 95% CI:
1.1–1.1] after adjusting for age, comorbidities and severity of
the illness at admission. The logistic regression models
(Model 2–8) that included laboratory values are presented in
Supplementary Table S2. The area under the curve for
ROC (AUC ROC) for NLR was 0.79 (95% CI: 0.78–0.80) and for D-
dimer was 0.7 (0.68–0.71) (Supplementary Figure S2).
Considering the optimal cut-off for NLR as 6.67, both the sen-
sitivity and specificity to classify in-hospital death was 72%; a
cut-off of 0.82 mg/l for baseline D-Dimer had a sensitivity and
specificity 71% and 65%, respectively.

Discussion

Our study includes data from 29 509 hospitalized COVID-19
patients from 42 hospitals across the country. Apart from the
often cited factors such as diabetes mellitus, male gender and
advanced age, our study highlighted the association of other
comorbidities such as chronic kidney disease, chronic liver

disease, malignancy and TB with increased in-hospital mortal-
ity of COVID-19 patients in Indian settings. The importance of
anti-SARS-CoV-2 vaccination in protecting against mortality
was also evident from our analysis.

More than half of our study participants had at least one
co-morbidity, most common being hypertension and diabetes
mellitus. The proportion of COVID-19 in-patients having hyper-
tension is similar to the overall population level frequency of
hypertension recorded among adult Indians.15 On the contrary,
proportion of diabetics seem to be much higher in this cohort
than the national average.16 Multiple studies have confirmed
that following SARS-CoV-2 infection, diabetics are more likely
to be hospitalized as compared to non-diabetics, especially if
there is poor glycaemic control.17 Diabetes causes an inhibition
in neutrophil chemotaxis, phagocytosis and intracellular de-
struction of microbes, thus offering efficient virus entry and
decreased viral clearance.18

In our study, patients above 40 years of age had 1.3 times
higher adjusted odds of dying than the younger patients, which
increased to 2.1 times with advanced age � 60 years. Advanced
age, especially � 60 years, is an established independent risk
factor for dying in COVID-19 patients, as shown in various stud-
ies across multiple countries since the onset of the pandem-
ic.19,20 However, the working age population above 40 years of
age also have been deeply affected as shown in our investiga-
tion. It would be prudent to include them in all preventive
measures and triaging strategies for severity. Age-standardized
mortalities for COVID-19 in India, analysed from the Integrated
Disease Surveillance Programme special surveillance data,
showed that along with the elderly above 60 years of age, the
age group of 45–59 years were also affected.21 This could be part-
ly explained by the fact that forced expiratory volume is gener-
ally seen to decline after the age of 30–40 years.22 Additionally,
older age group is known to have a higher prevalence of chronic
diseases, which could further attenuate the already dysregu-
lated immune response.

Table 3. Median laboratory parameters among patients who died
and those who survived

Laboratory parameter Median (IQR) P-valuea

Haemoglobin, g/dl
Among those who died (n¼ 2160) 12 (10.1–13.4) <0.001
Among survivors (n¼ 15 098) 12.5 (11.1–13.8)

Random blood sugar,
Among those who died (n¼ 980) 180 (132–255) <0.001
Among the survivors (n¼ 7003) 138 (105–228)

Neutrophil–lymphocyte ratio
Among those who died (n¼ 1762) 10.7 (6.1–19) <0.001
Among survivors (n¼ 13 156) 3.9 (2.3–7.3)

LDH, IU/l
Among those who died (n¼ 1021) 690.6 (458–959) <0.001
Among survivors (n¼ 6962) 365 (248–575)

IL-6, pg/ml
Among those who died (n¼ 347) 59.2 (21–180) <0.001
Among survivors (n¼ 1711) 13 (4.7–36.7)

CRP, mg/dl
Among those who died (n¼ 1231) 84.3 (39.6–141.8) <0.001
Among survivors (n¼ 8156) 25.1 (6.1–78.6)

D-dimer, mg/l
Among those who died (n¼ 1007) 1.6 (0.7–5.9) <0.001
Among survivors (n¼ 6658) 0.5 (0.3–1.4)

Symptom onset to admission
Among those who died (n¼ 21 382) 4 (2–6) 0.54
Among survivors (n¼ 3502) 4 (2–6)

aP-values calculated by rank sum test.

Table 4. Adjusted odds ratio for determinants of hospital deaths
using logistic regression

Model 1
(n¼ 6159)

Odds ratio (95% CI)

Age categories
18–39 years (Reference)
40–59 years 1.3 (1.1–1.6)
60 years and above 1.9 (1.6–2.3)

Gender (male) 1.3 (1.1–1.5)
Vaccinated with anti-SARS CoV-2 vaccine

One dose 0.5 (0.4–0.7)
Two doses 0.4 (0.3–0.7)

Diabetes mellitus 1.4 (1.2–1.6)
Hypertension 0.9 (0.8–1.1)
Chronic cardiac disease 0.8 (0.6–1.0)
Chronic kidney disease 2.8 (2.0–3.7)
Chronic liver disease 2.4 (1.1–5.2)
Malignancy 1.9 (1.2–3.2)
Stroke 1.0 (0.5–2.3)
Tuberculosis 3.0 (1.5–6.1)
Shortness of breath or fast breathing 1.3 (1.1–1.5)
Altered sensorium/seizures 3.6 (2.4–5.4)
WHO ordinal scale 4 and above at admission 5.6 (4.6–7.0)
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Studies from various parts of India and the world have
reported comorbidities in various combinations to be associated
with in-patient mortality in COVID-19 patients.23–27 Along with
the more recognized risk factors such as diabetes mellitus,
chronic kidney disease and malignancy, our investigation
unearthed the independent association of chronic liver disease
with higher odds of dying among COVID-19 in-patients.
Another retrospective analysis from a single centre in South
India linked chronic liver disease with in-hospital mortality of
Covid-19 patients.28 Increased systemic inflammation, immune
dysfunction, coagulopathy and intestine dysbiosis are the
hypothesized mechanisms. Important to note in this context is
that, the pandemic has been associated with poor eating habits
and increased alcohol intake, which might lead to an increase
in the severity of liver diseases.8,29,30

The presence of TB (on-treatment TB) was an important fac-
tor associated with higher in-hospital mortality in our cohort.
This finding carries a significant relevance in a high TB burden
country like India. Increased severity and mortality have been
reported in COVID-19 patients with TB in two meta-analyses
which included only 26 and 34 Indian patients, respectively.31,32

Our study provides more robust supportive evidence for the as-
sociation of present TB status with COVID-19 mortality.

Severity of illness at admission as evident by presenting
complaints of respiratory or neurological symptoms and WHO
ordinal scale 4 or above had higher odds of dying in our registry
participants. Similar observations have been reported from a
few single-centre studies from India, where majority of non-
survivors required early oxygen supplementation (oxygen re-
quirement is at WHO ordinal scale 4 and above).23,24

The baseline laboratory markers including neutrophil–
lymphocyte ratio (NLR), LDH, D-Dimer, IL-6 and CRP were higher
among the non-survivors, though on multivariate analysis, the
odds ratio was marginally above one with minimal clinical rele-
vance, except for NLR and D-dimer. Previous studies have
shown that raised biomarkers such as IL-6, CRP, LDH and NLR
are associated with higher mortality.33–36 Considering these
markers are non-specific indicators of inflammation, the base-
line values of IL-6, CRP or LDH seem to offer limited benefit in
the meaningful prediction of mortality. NLR being a readily
available marker can be used to prognosticate outcomes at ad-
mission as can D-Dimer. However, guidelines for clinical man-
agement from other countries have also stated that there is no
consensus in the evidence supporting the use of any of the in-
flammatory markers or D-dimer at baseline to stratify the risk
and decide therapeutics.37

Importantly, the current study underlined the protection
provided by COVID-19 vaccination against in-hospital mortality.
COVID-19 vaccine, irrespective of the type, reduced the odds of
dying by 50% with one dose and by 60% with two doses. Other
smaller, single-centre studies from both South and North India
have demonstrated the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccination
in reducing mortality.38,39 These findings along with mathemat-
ical modelling based projections40 underscore the key role of
vaccine in mitigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and
managing the burden it poses on the healthcare system.

Limitations

As this was a record-based study in hospitals maintaining
paper-based records, the identification of symptoms, comorbid-
ities, complications and laboratory parameters relied on the ac-
curacy of the records maintained. Secondly, the patients who
were transferred to other institutes or who had left against

medical advice were not followed up and could not be included
in mortality analysis as their outcomes were unknown.

Strengths

The current analysis from the National Clinical Registry for
COVID-19, to the best of our knowledge, is the largest widely
representative study to examine the association of demograph-
ic, clinical characteristics, and laboratory parameters with mor-
tality among hospitalized COVID-19 patients in India. These
data capture information from various geographical zones of
India involving multiple centres.

Conclusion

The current investigation highlights the importance of age �
40 years and comorbidities like chronic liver disease, and TB as
predictors of in-patient mortality along with the oft-reported
risk factors such as male gender, diabetes mellitus, chronic kid-
ney disease, and baseline severity of illness. WHO ordinal scale
4 and above was an important independent factor associated
with in-patient mortality. Interestingly, the baseline values of
CRP, IL-6 and LDH offered little help in predicting the outcome,
though NLR and D-dimer can be used to classify in-hospital out-
comes with a sensitivity and specificity ranging from 65% to
72%. On an encouraging note, vaccination against COVID-19
clearly lowered the risk of dying from the disease and featured
as an important tool in the armamentarium in our fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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