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Visual and Auditory Recognition of

Prefixed Words

Marcus Taft, Gail Hambly, and Sachiko Kinoshita

(Iniaersity of Neu: South lVales, Australia

The involvemenr of stem storage and prefix stripping in the recognition of

spoken and printed prefixed words was examined. In both an auditory and

a visual lexical decision experiment, it was found that prefixed nonwords

were more difficult to classify as nonwords than were non-prefixed

nonwords. This difference was larger, though, when the "stem" of the

nonword was a genuine stem in English (e.g., dejoice versus tejoice) tharr

when it was not (e.g., dejouse versus tejouse). The results suggest that

prefixed words are recognized via a representation of their stem after the

prefix has been removed, and this is true regardless of the modality of

presentation of the word. Implications are considered for the Cohort

model of spoken word recognition.

Introduction

Lexical recognition of prefixed words via a prefix stripping procedure

has been supported by several studies employing visually presented

material (e.g. Taft and Forster, 1975; Rubin, Becker and Freeman,

1979; Stanners, Neiser and Painton, 1979; Taft, 1981; Taft, 1985). The

basic proposal is that prefixed words, llke reaiae, are accessed in the

lexicon after the prefix (re') has been stripped off and a lexical

representation of the stem of the word (aiae) has been accessed (though

Rubin et al. and Stanpers et al. oppose the view that this happens every

time).
Taft and Forster (1975) first put forward this prefix stripping idea

from the finding, amongst others, that inappropriately prefixed stems

like deaiae took longer to classify as nonwords in a lexical decision task,

and were associated with more errors, than control items like delish'

where lish isnot a rrue stem . Lish is actually part of a word that looks like
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