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This major new history of European women’s professional activities and
organizational roles during the “long” nineteenth century examines what
women could and could not do if they sought activity, purpose, or recognition
beyond their own homes. Linda L. Clark surveys women’s achievements in
literature, art, music, theater, charity, education, medicine, law, and public
administration, and examines the relationship between women’s professional
and philanthropic activity and the rise of feminist organizations. She shows
that, despite continuing legal, cultural, and familial obstacles, thousands of
ambitious women pursued professional activities for reasons that often
combined economic need with aspirations to do meaningful work and gain
public recognition. Detailing women’s accomplishments from England to
Russia, this unique survey enables readers to connect individual life stories
with larger political, social, and economic contexts between 1789 and 1914
and is essential reading for students of modern European history, women’s
history, and gender studies.
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New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level
and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,
each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of
European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of the
more “traditional” subjects of study, and those cultural and social
issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are
devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international
implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,
but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for
further reading; where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams and
other illustrative material are also provided.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book.
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