
World Lexicon of Grammaticalization

While the comparative method is concerned with regularities in phonological
change, grammaticalization theory deals with regularities of grammatical
change. In an A–Z format, this book summarizes the most salient generaliza-
tions that have been made on the unidirectional change of grammatical forms
and constructions. The product of ten years of research, World Lexicon of
Grammaticalization provides the reader with the tools to discover how differ-
ent grammatical meanings can be related to one another in a principled way,
how such issues as polysemy and heterosemy are dealt with, and why certain
linguistic forms have simultaneous lexical and grammatical functions. It covers
several hundred grammaticalization processes, in each case offering definitions
of lexical concepts, suitable examples from a variety of languages, and refer-
ences to the relevant research literature; appendixes organized by source and
target concepts allow for flexible use. The findings delineated in the book are
relevant to students of language across theoretical boundaries.

The author of thirty-two books, Bernd Heine is Professor at the Institute for
African Studies at the University of Cologne.

Tania Kuteva is Professor of English Linguistics at the University of Düsseldorf.
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 ablative
 absolutive
 accusative
 actuality
 adessive
 adjectivizer
 adverb
 adverbial
 adverbializer
 agreement
 allative
 almost
 aorist participle
 aorist
 applicative
 article
 aspect
 assertion particle
 auxiliary
 avertive

 benefactive

 common gender;
creole when in
reference to
specific 
languages

, , etc. noun class , ,
etc.

 Arabic-based
creole

 cause
 causative
 Dutch-based

creole
 English-based

creole
 French-based

creole
 noun class
 classifier
 class marker
 class noun
 comitative
 complementizer
 comparative
 continuous
 conditional
 conjunction
 connective suffix
 connective

particle
 continuative
 converb
 copula
 Portuguese-based

creole
 completive
 currently relevant

state
 Spanish-based

creole

Abbreviations and Symbols
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x   

 dative
 debitive
 declarative
 definite
 deictic marker
 demonstrative
 determinator
 diminutive
 directional
 discontinuous
 distal

(demonstrative)
 dualis
 durative

 emphatic
 empty marker
 ergative
 exclusive

 feminine gender
 female
 factitive
 focus
 frequentative
 future

 genitive
 gerund
 goal

 habitual
 honorific
 hortative
 human

 identifier
 ideophone
 illative
 imperfective

converb
 imperative
 imperfect

 imperfective
 inanimate
 inclusive
 incompletive
 indicative
 indefinite
 inessive
 infinitive
 instrument
 instrumental

noun
 intentional
 interrogative

marker
 intransitive
 interjection
 irrealis
 intransitive final

suffix

 juncture

 ligature
 linking vowel
 locative
 logophoric

 masculine gender
 motion verb 

class

 noun
 narrative
 negation
 neuter gender
 near future
 nominative
 nominalizer
 nonpast
 noun phrase
 near perfect
 nonplural marker
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   xi

 object
 oblique
 optative

 pidgin, in
reference to
specific languages

 Arabic-based
pidgin

 particle
 participle
 partitive
 passive
 past
 English-based

pidgin
 perfect
 perfective
 plural
 pluperfect
 participial marker
 postessive
 possessive
 postposition
 potential
 predicate marker
 preposition
 present
 progressive
 prohibitive
 pronoun
 proximative
 proximal

(demonstrative)
 person
 participle of state
 purpose
 proximity marker

 interrogative
 quotative

 relational suffix
 realis

 reason
 reciprocal
 reflexive
 relative (clause

marker)
 restrictive
 resultative
 relator, relation

marker

 substantivizer
 singular
 superdirective

marker
 superelative

marker
 superessive

marker
 same subject

marker
 subject of a

stative verb
 subordinator
 subelative 

marker
 subject
 subjunctive
 suffix

 marker of tense,
aspect, or
modality

 terminative
 tense
 topic
 transitive
 trial

 venitive
 incremental

vowel on verbs
 verbal noun
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xii   

 first person
 second person
 third person
 juncture 
 juncture 
= clitic boundary
? morpheme of unknown meaning
* reconstructed item
( ) interlinear glosses tentatively volunteered by the authors
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